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Open Letter on 
Human Rights Education

Dear S r/ a ami M d

On behalf of t e Uni e  Natio s Office of the igh Co missioner for Hum n h t d n  H m a
Rights (OHCHR), I invit  you to think abou  the importance of hum n right  e t a s
education, and w ul  like to offer our knowledge and expertise to ork with o d  w
s hools, universitie  and other i t res e  instit tions in Liberia to integrate c s n e t d u
hu a  rights in their c rri ulu . m n u c m

OHCHR stro gly believes that hum n rights edu ation s essentia  to achieve  n  a c i l
sustainable nd long e ce in Liber a, because “ uman rights education a p a  i h
prom tes v lues, beliefs and attitudes t at enco rage all indi id als to o  a  h u v u
uphold their own rig ts and those f others .  h o ”

Seve al internat onal i struments, inc uding the Conv ntion o  the Rights of r i n l  e n
the Child nd the Universal Declaratio  of Human Ri hts, highlight that  a  n g
h man rig ts d cation an  trai in  a e key for the promotion of ni er al u h e u  d n g r  u v s
respec  for an  observan e of all human rights and fundamental r edoms.t d c  f e

In 1995, the Declarati n of t e UN Decade for Human Rights E u ation,  o h d c
urged all Stat s a d in titutions to nclude human rights in the curriculum of e n s i   
all le rni g institu io s. Acco ding o the Declaration, h man rights a n t n r t u
d cation and t ain ng are esse tial fo the pro otion and chievement of e u r i  n r m a
tab e and harmonious relat ons among comm nities and for fostering s l i u  
utual under tandin , t lerance, peace, and develop ent. m s g o m

L ter, n 2004, the UN General A sembly procl imed the orld Programme a i s a W
f r uman Rights Education (2 05-ongoin ) to romo e b t een ot ers, o H 0 g p t , e w h
the introduction of h man rights in the hig er d cation system, a d human u  h e u n
rights t ain ng or teachers and educa ors, civil ser ants, law enforceme tr i  f t v n  
officials nd military e sonnel at all leve s. a p r   l

Int grati g h man r ghts in the education system promotes va uese n u i   l , 
attitudes a d beliefs that en ourage individuals t  respec  the rig t  of n  c o t h s
others a d uphold their own Throu h hum n rights education, studen s n   . g a t
understa d that they re all equal, r gardless o  the pas port they arry, o  n  a e f s c r
t e s cial class, caste or c eed of thei  pa ents. They lea n to r d re t t eir h o  r r r r e i c h
own aggressiv  impulses an  use nonviolen  m ans to resolve disputes. e d  t e  
Students are inspired by the courage of the pac fiers and y those who i b
assist, not those wh  destroy.   o

Students can be g ided by uman rights d cation o make informed ch ices u h e u t o
i  lif , to pproach sit ations it  critical an  independent h ug t, ta  n e a u w h d t o h ke
principl d p s tions o  i sues, inc in  to democ at c and civil actions, e  o i n s l e r i  
develop mor l and intellectual integrity t at transcen s personal interests  a h d
and to mpa hize wit  other’s points of iew. These lessons ar  surely a   e t h  v e s
fundamental t  life on e rt  as advanced ca cul s. o a h l u

Seco dary school  and unive sities a  the best suit d a enues for va ued n s r  re e  v  l
transf rmation of society. The fu ur  leaders nd per o s with significant o  t e a s n
re ponsibili ies within Liber a would lar ely, if not e t rely, be peopl  ho s t i g  n i e w
are curre t y under oing s condary a d u iversity educati n. Emp wering n l g e  n n  o o
these students will ther fore ens re that the future leaders of Lib ria re e u e  a
sensitive a d ad ocates o  human rightsn  v f .

The enjo ment of a l human rights by a l as en isaged in the Consti u io  f y  l  l v t t n o
Liberi , an  the a hievement of th  goals of the Pro Poor Agenda, can only a d c e   
be realize  when eve y d cator becomes a human rig ts defender and d r e u h
eve y educati na  i stitution t ansforms into a zon  of equity, equali y and r o l n  r e  t
dignity. 

As a pr act ve step in pi neeri g a ollabor tio  h t will align the skills of o i o n c a n t a   
st d nts to t e demands of an evolving world, OHCHR commits to u e h  
co labora e with interest d institutions, s hools and universities to l t  e  c
integr te human igh s educatio  in t eir cu iculum.a r t n h rr

or urt er info matio  and inquir , lease contact ue elonye@o chr.org  F f h r n y p m h

Yours faithfully,

Uchen a Emelonyen
Cou tr  Represent tiven y a
United Na ions Office of t e High Commissio er for H man Rights - LIBERIt h  n u A
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