
 PRICE LD$40.00VOL. 8 NO. 212                                                            TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 27, 2018                                                        

French Version Inside NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT

Here For

Low RateLow Rate
AdvertizeAdvertize

aP11g
e

aP11g
e

-One school kid affected

Police teargas 
protesting drivers

NHA officials face 
charges today?

NHA Managing Director Duannah Siryon
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AMPALA (Reuters) - 
The death toll from Ka boat accident on 

Lake Victoria over the 
weekend rose to 33 on 
Monday, Ugandan police said, 
as survivors described 
moments of heavy drinking 
and raucous fun before the 
vessel, slammed by powerful 
waves, tilted and sank. 

The Saturday evening 
tragedy occurred hundreds of 
meters off shore as the boat, 
carrying an estimated 100 
revellers, was en route from 
one beach to another in 
Mukono district near the 
capital Kampala. 

Police spokesman, Patrick 
Onyango said the number of 
bodies retrieved from the 
water stood at 33 on Monday 
while 27 people have been 
rescued alive. The death toll 
was expected to rise, he said.

This is the second deadly 
accident to happen on Lake 
Victoria in as many months. 
In September, more than 200 
people  d ied when an 
overloaded ferry sank on the 

 general denied 
leading a deadly A2015 coup attempt in 

the West African state of 
Burkina Faso, in his first trial 
testimony on Monday.

"I neither ordered, nor 
planned, nor organised, nor 
executed what some people 
are calling a coup d'etat on 
September 16, 2015," Gilbert 
Diendere told a military court 
in the capital Ouagadougou.

Diendere was formerly 

Tanzanian side of the lake. 
Divers from the police and 

military pressed on with 
efforts to retrieve bodies 
wh i l e  equ ipment  was  
deployed to try to tug the 
boat wreck to shore,  
Onyango said.

Boat cruises on Lake 

captain had repeatedly 
warned the passengers that 
the boat was tilting to one 
side and taking in water.

"But then you're talking to 
people who are so drunk," she 
said, adding the revellers 
couldn't hear the captain's 
commands.

"Suddenly we saw one of 
the (music) speakers fall out, 
that was when things had 
gotten really bad."

On Sunday, President 
Yoweri Museveni blamed the 
accident on overloading, 
saying the boat was carrying 
more than its capacity of 50. 

The owner of the boat and 

head of the elite regiment 
guarding former president 
Blaise Compaore.Compaore 
was ousted in a popular 
uprising in 2014. He had ruled 
for 27 years after himself 
taking power in a coup.

The general has been on 
trial since February over an 
attempted coup against the 
transition leadership that took 
over after Compaore was 
driven from power.

The violence left 14 people 

Victoria, which is shared by 
Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania, 
are common, with mostly 
young revellers spending 
hours out on the waters 
partying.

One survivor, Shamirah 
Nsereko, told local NTV 
Uganda on Sunday night the 

his wife, had perished in the 
accident, he said.

Another survivor Edward 
Kateregga, also told NTV 
Uganda the boat's engine 
e x p e r i e n c e d  f a u l t s  
repeatedly before the 
disaster occurred. In the 
scramble that ensued as the 
boat sank, a lot of people 
jumped onto a canoe that 
arrived within minutes to 
rescue the victims.

"I jumped off it and back 
into the water after realising 
it wasn't going to manage. A 
minute barely passed before 
it also capsized," Kateregga 
said.AFP

dead and 270 injured.
Diendere is charged with 

t r e a s o n ,  m u r d e r  a n d  
threatening state security.

He appeared in court in a 
red beret and military fatigues 
to make his first statements in 
the trial.

"I just faced up to a given 
situation on the advice of 
mediators and by agreement 
with the military hierarchy," 
he said.AFP
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AIROBI, Kenya — 
Somalia was hit by Ntwo violent attacks 

Monday, one killing an Islamic 
cleric and 17 of his followers 
for playing music and a 
second killing at least six 
people in a car bomb blast in 
the capital, Mogadishu, 
police said.

T h e  c a r  b o m b  w a s  
detonated Monday at a busy 
junction in Mogadishu's 
Wadajir district, said Capt. 
Mohamed Hussein. He said 15 

people were injured and the 
blast appears to have been 
aimed at soldiers who were 
gathered at the junction.

In the northern city of 
Galkayo, a prominent Islamic 
leader and at least 17 of his 
followers were killed by 
extremists for having music in 
their religious ceremonies, 
say police.

Two suicide bombers 
exploded in front of the 
preacher's residence, which is 
also a Sufi shrine, and then 

four gunmen stormed the 
building and opened fire, said 
Ahmed Awale, a police officer 
in Galkayo. At least 20 others 
were injured, he said.

Somali security forces 
responded and there was a 
battle with heavy gunfire in 
the building. Three attackers 
were killed in the shootout 
and one was captured alive, 
said Awale.

Somalia's extremist rebels, 
al-Shabab, have claimed 
responsibility for the attack 

in Galkayo.
The attack killed Sheikh 

Abdiweli Ali Elmi, who has 
hundreds of followers and has 
been controversial because 
videos show him and his 
followers chanting religious 
poems with music, which 
some extremists say is not 
Islamic. Sheikh Elmi had 
defended his actions, saying 
music is not contrary to 
Islamic teachings.AFP

General denies leading 
Burkina Faso coup

General Gilbert Diendere has denied leading a deadly coup in Burkina 
Faso in his first statements at a trial in the capital Ouagadougou

Uganda boat accident 
death toll rises to 33

 A rescue worker recovers a dead body of a passenger 
after a cruise boat capsized in Lake Victoria off Mukono 

2 attacks in Somalia; 
Islamic cleric
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EditorialEditorial

LIBERIA'S WAR CRIMES prime suspect Senator Prince Yormie 
Johnson is becoming vicious and dreadful by the day, reminiscent 
of his war era, threatening to go after just about anyone and 
everyone, including his own kinsmen who dare support calls here 
for the establishment of a war crimes tribunal for Liberia.

THE COURT WOULD enable ex-rebel leaders and generals face 
prosecution for atrocities committed during the 14 years Liberian 
Civil War that left 0ver 200,000 people dead, including women 
and children.

BUT EVEN BEFORE THE suggestion is approved by Liberians and 
the International community, Senator PYJ, leader of the defunct 
Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) rebels 
has gone wild, threatening to mobilize men armed with single 
barrel guns into the bushes to resist his indictment and 
subsequent arrest for prosecution for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.

HE ALSO THREATENED recently to target homes of three of his 
kinsmen, including Nimbe County Lawmakers Larry P. Younquoi, 
Samuel G.Korga and Cllr.Tiawan Gongloe for their alleged 
involvement in the campaign for a war crimes tribunal for 
Liberia. As if this weren't enough, Senator PYJ issued his latest 
threat fortnight ago to shut down community radio stations in 
Nimba, for giving air times to critics to bad mouth him.

APPARENTLY PARANOID BY news of the coming of war crimes 
tribunal for Liberia where he may be dragged to court to account 
for heinous murders and massacres committed under his 
command and watch, PYJ has adapted scarce tactics to subject 
the entire population here to silence while impunity flourishes.

BUT THIS TIME around, we tell him in the face that it's time to 
end the tyranny in him. PYJ cannot continue to have his way 
taking innocent lives and gets rewarded with political positions 
to live with impunity while victims of his abuses cry for justice.  

WE BELIEVE VERY strongly that real justice is in sight with the 
recent passage of Resolution 1055 by the United States House of 
Representatives, overwhelmingly affirming strong United States-
Liberia ties and support for democratic principles, and calling for 
full implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
recommendations, including the establishment of an 
Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal for Liberia.

RESOLUTION 1055, INTRODUCED by former Republican 
Lawmaker Daniel Donovan and co-leader Hank Johnson, is a 
strong signal from the international community especially, the 
United States of America, Liberia's traditional and historical 
partner that the willful killings and destruction of properties 
under so-called freedom and redemption should end in Liberia to 
give way to genuine peace, sustainable development and 
growth.

SENATOR PYJ AND all other former warlords in this country ought 
to have known that this time would come one day for them to 
account for their deeds – bad or good.  Therefore, we consider 
these threats as nothing but empty noise to distract attention 
from the substantive issues – willful murders, pillage, and 
corruption that have stagnated this nation for the past two 
decades and more.  

TRUTH OF THE matter is, if we peace-loving Liberians don't rise 
up now to join the international campaign to stamp out impunity, 
another vicious group could be waiting just at our door step to 
unleash similar terror with unimaginable consequences that 
posterity might not be able to bear. Our silence and inaction 
today could feed such bleak future.  

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.  www.project-syndicate.org

TLANTA – North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un is eager to hold a second summit with AUS President Donald Trump. Since their 

first meeting in Singapore in June, Kim has 
consistently outmaneuvered his counterpart. 
Trump may still fancy himself a world-class 
dealmaker, but the truth is that Kim – like 
Russian President Vladimir Putin – has got 
Trump’s number. 

Kim’s bonhomie (real or feigned) and promises 
of denuclearization have muted Trump’s 
threats, brought the South Korean government 
closer to his side, and eroded international 
sanctions against his regime. Kim has 
accomplished all of this without diminishing his 
regime’s nuclear capacity, and he appears to 
have continued ballistic-missile development 
at 16 hidden sites. Having gone from nuclear-
armed pariah to presidential negotiating 
partner, it is little wonder that Kim would want 
a second summit to consolidate his newfound 
international legitimacy and position in the 
global limelight.

Kim has already outdone his forebears. His 
father and grandfather both tried and failed to 
create a high-level channel to the US 
government. The relationship that Kim has 
forged with Trump is thus an historic and 
personal success. After six reclusive years in 
power, the 35-year-old scion of North Korea’s 
dynastic regime has made a remarkable debut 
on the world stage, both managing an erratic, 
ego-driven president and setting the terms of 
the negotiations.

By contrast, the Trump administration has little 
to show for its efforts. Since the Singapore 
summit, US officials have reportedly been 
pushing the Kim regime to lay out a path to 
denuclearization. But the North Koreans have 
refused to turn over even the most basic facts 
about their arsenal. This stonewalling suggests 
that Kim has read Trump well. As Trump himself 
contends, “I am the only one that matters.”

Trump’s narcissism, hunger for the spotlight, 
and desperation to match former President 
Barack Obama’s Nobel Peace Prize are all that 
Kim needs to know about the man. The only 
question is how far Trump will go to secure 
something that he can hawk as an 
unprecedented deal with North Korea. By 
agreeing to another summit while slow-rolling 
preliminary talks, Kim is reconnoitering 
Trump’s bottom line. 

Recall that, as its up-front price for serious 
denuclearization talks, the North initially 
pushed for diplomatic steps, such as a treaty to 
end to the Korean War. In Singapore, Trump 
promised to do just that, surprising American 
allies and US officials alike. Then, in talks last 
month with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
Kim upped the ante by also calling for an end to 
the international sanctions against his regime. 
No doubt, Kim is hoping that Trump’s 
impulsiveness will lead him to fold. This month, 
Kim’s foreign ministry issued a public threat 

that North Korea could restart its weapons 
program if the US does not soften its position on 
sanctions.

As Pompeo pursues further talks in Pyongyang 
this month, Kim will surely hold his ground. Since 
declaring in June that North Korea is “no longer a 
nuclear threat”, Trump has backpedaled on 
virtually all of his demands, dropped his 
draconian deadlines, and failed even to hint that 
Kim’s foot-dragging is a cause for concern. In 
October, Pompeo made no headway toward 
defining even the basic vocabulary of a future 
agreement. According to officials who are 
familiar with the talks, on at least two occasions, 
the North Koreans asked him if he wanted to step 
out and call his boss. As matters stand, the Kim 
regime and the US have yet to agree on the 
definition of terms such as “denuclearization,” 
“verifiable,” and “irreversible.”

To be sure, playing Trump and reneging on 
promised steps toward denuclearization has its 
risks. In May, Trump temporarily canceled the 
Singapore meeting in response to North Korean 
statements, and he did the same with talks 
between Pompeo and the North Koreans in 
August. There is no guarantee that he will not 
repeat that gambit.

And yet, even if he does, Kim’s own penchant for 
drama – from firing missiles over Japan to 
carrying out frequent purges at home – suggests 
that he knows how to command the stage and 
bring Trump to the table. Moreover, his ego-
stroking personal letters to Trump show that he 
has a good fix on the president’s psyche. So far, 
he has proved to be highly effective at keeping 
the bromance alive, and the forthcoming summit 
on track.

Regardless of when the second summit occurs, 
the North Korean regime will continue to reap 
dividends at America’s expense in the meantime. 
Trump’s cancellation of two major US-South 
Korean joint military exercises already has 
commanders from both countries worried about 
their military readiness. And international 
support for economic sanctions – particularly on 
the part of China and Russia – has been steadily 
eroding since even before the Singapore summit.

With a fourth 2018 summit between Kim and 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in now in the 
works, it is clear that Moon’s political future is 
tied to rapprochement. During his October trip to 
Europe, Moon lobbied hard for the easing of 
sanctions, reflecting his government’s desire to 
engage, not embargo, the North.

It is time for the self-described master of the “art 
of the deal” to admit that he doesn’t have one. 
Trump prefers hype to the hard work of 
hammering out arms-control agreements, so 
controlling his craving for the spotlight will not 
be easy. Nonetheless, when it comes to Kim, a bit 
of 54-year-old wisdom from Barry Goldwater, 
another outsider-turned-Republican Party icon, 
still applies: “The only summit meeting that can 
succeed is the one that doesn’t take place.”

The tyrant Sen. Prince Johnson!
Since the historic summit between US President Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un in Singapore in June, the North Koreans have 
reaped significant benefits without having to make any real concessions. 
In his desperation to clinch a major diplomatic victory, Trump has allowed 
Kim to get the better of him.

2018                              

How Kim Has Played Trump

By Kent Harrington 
& John Walcott

      TUESDAY         NOVEMBER  27
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EW YORK – In the 25 years since tuberculosis (TB) was declared a 
global-health emergency, policymakers and health-care Nprofessionals have devoted considerable time discussing ways to 

eliminate it. Over the last two years alone, they have held talks in Moscow, 
Brussels, New Delhi, and, most recently, in September at the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York, where they convened for the first-
ever high-level meeting on TB containment.

But while leaders generally agree on the need to invest in solutions, we 
have surprisingly few TB medicines to show for our quarter-century of 
effort. The 250 million people who have been infected since 1993 – and the 
millions who have died – deserved better.

TB is the world’s deadliest infection, and it has been with us for a very long 
time. Researchers theorize that humans first acquired TB in Africa about 
5,000 years ago, and that the disease then swiftly spread along trade routes 
to nearly every corner of the globe. Today, TB is among the world’s leading 
causes of death, killing approximately 1.6 million people in 2017, which 
was only slightly fewer than the year before. But the effectiveness of TB 
treatments is declining, raising concerns that drug-resistant strains are 
becoming more virulent.

Given its prevalence and seriousness, TB is not purely a medical problem. 
The disease perpetuates poverty in developing countries, because patients 
and their families must routinely spend up to half of their income buying 
medicines and managing care. And yet, with drug-resistant forms of TB 
spreading, these expenditures do not always yield results. By 2050, 
drug-resistant TB could cost the global economy as much as $16.7 trillion in 
medical expenses and lost wages – roughly the equivalent of the European 
Union’s entire economic output.

To be sure, the world can still win the war on TB. Researchers are closing in 
on more effective drug regimens, better diagnostics tools, and viable 
vaccines. Still, we cannot get over the finish line without a significant 
increase in research and development spending.

According to the World Health Organization, the annual funding deficit for 
TB research and development is more than $1.3 billion, a shortfall that is 
exacerbated by a lack of market incentives within the pharmaceutical 
industry. Despite TB’s global reach, two-thirds of new cases in 2017 
occurred in just eight countries – India, China, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Pakistan, Nigeria, Bangladesh, and South Africa. With drug makers 
apparently unwilling or unable to fund development costs unilaterally, rich 
and poor countries must collaborate to fill the gap.

The R&D burden must be shared among the public and private sectors, and 
resulting treatments must be universally adopted and available. The goal 
should be to ensure that medicines are accessible and affordable for 
anyone who needs them; this includes high-risk populations such as health-
care workers, as well as people living with HIV/AIDS, for whom TB is a 
leading cause of death.

The high-level meeting in September was meant to galvanize the world’s 
TB-eradication efforts. Unfortunately, the rare political unity in the lead-
up to the discussion was overshadowed by a debate about drug makers’ 
intellectual-property rights. While the declaration endorsed at the end of 
the UN meeting did offer a compromise, the quandary remains: how can we 
guarantee access to medications – especially for the poorest patients – 
while maintaining funding streams for pharmaceutical R&D?

Patients’ needs must always be emphasized. But we cannot simply ignore 
the role that intellectual property plays in the creation of new treatments. 
To strike the right balance with TB, the international community must 
recommit to R&D initiatives by showing the financial leadership agreed 
upon in September. In the best-case scenario, that agreement will 
supplement the so-called product development partnerships that have 
already helped tackle many neglected diseases, including TB.

Last year, an estimated 3.6 million people infected with TB were unable to 
access treatment, a staggering gap in coverage that must be quickly 
closed. The longer we wait to increase R&D funding and strengthen 
collaboration on treatment, the higher TB’s death toll will climb. With so 
many lives at stake, the time for talking is over.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Closing the TB Funding Gap

By Willo Brock OpinionOpinion Opinion 

ONG KONG – On the 40th anniversary of the launch of China’s “reform and opening 
up,” the country is well on its way to recapturing its former status as the world’s Hlargest economy, having made substantial progress toward modernizing its 

agricultural sector, industry, defense systems, and scientific capabilities. But four major 
traps lie ahead.

The first is the middle-income trap. With a per capita annual income of around $9,000, 
China remains significantly below the threshold for high-income status, set at around 
$12,000-$13,000 by the World Bank. Only a few countries in history have managed this leap 
during the last half-century.

A major reason is that reaching high-income status demands a strong network of modern 
institutions that define individuals’ rights and obligations, enable market exchange and 
non-market interactions, and enforce the rule of law by resolving disputes fairly. While 
China has been working to develop its institutions for four decades, it still has a long way to 
go.

Second, China may become ensnared in the so-called Thucydides Trap: when an established 
power (Sparta in Thucydides’ time; the United States now) fears a rising power (Athens 
then; China now), war becomes inevitable. With US President Donald Trump’s 
administration targeting China with trade measures that are clearly designed to reduce 
China’s access to markets and technology, this outcome seems increasingly plausible.

The third potential trap is what Joseph Nye calls the Kindleberger Trap. Charles 
Kindleberger, an architect of the Marshall Plan, blamed the breakdown of the international 
order in the 1930s on America’s failure to match its provision of global public goods to its 
new geopolitical status as the world’s dominant power. If China does the same, according to 
Nye, chaos could erupt again, especially at a time when the US is withdrawing from global 
leadership.

Finally, there is the climate-change trap. High-income countries in general, and great 
powers in particular, consume a disproportionately large share of resources. But China’s 
economy and influence are growing at a time when, as dire warnings by bodies like the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change demonstrate, that is not really an option. 
China’s leaders thus have an additional imperative to support international cooperation and 
adopt forward-thinking policies that account for environmental realities.

Avoiding these four traps will be extremely difficult. China’s leaders must navigate complex 
and conflicting pressures, as they seek to address domestic economic inequalities, manage 
relations with an insecure and isolationist US, cooperate effectively with the rest of the 
world, and pursue effective climate action.

The good news is that China’s governance system – characterized by centralized 
policymaking and decentralized experimentation and implementation – has proved well-
suited to rapid decision-making in times of crisis. Over the last four decades, the Chinese 
model has proved more practical and efficient than democratic systems, which have often 
been paralyzed by dysfunctional and polarized politics. Its success in guiding China to high-
income status will be determined largely by four factors – talent, competition, public goods, 
and accountability – all of which the country has managed to harness effectively in the past.

Adhering to thousands of years of tradition, China has devoted considerable resources to the 
identification, selection, and grooming of administrative and technical talent. This has 
been essential to China’s ability to develop the strong state capacity needed to manage 
large-scale public projects. As China confronts the four traps, its ability to develop and 
retain human talent will be vital to success.

China has also effectively used competition among individuals, companies, cities, and 
provincial bureaucracies to ensure that all stakeholders are contributing to productivity and 
GDP growth. But China’s markets have developed faster than its regulatory framework, so 
that now policymakers must close loopholes and resolve weaknesses that are undermining 
fair competition. At the same time, they need to tackle the consequences of those loopholes 
and weaknesses, such as corruption, pollution, excessive debt, and overcapacity.

This is the other side of the public-goods challenge: while China has plenty of experience 
delivering physical infrastructure, it has been less successful in delivering soft 
infrastructure, such as competition rules, accounting standards, tax systems, and 
regulatory norms. China will not achieve high-income status unless and until this changes.

When it comes to accountability, China has an indirect and imperfect system that is poorly 
understood by outside observers. Chinese leaders earn their legitimacy not by winning the 
most votes, but by delivering results such as economic prosperity and progress on 
implementing reforms. As China’s global influence grows, international pressure will 
become another mechanism for accountability.

The challenge China faces in this area relates to some of the tradeoffs Chinese leaders have 
made in their pursuit of results. In particular, monopoly is on the rise, with Internet 
platforms that provide social benefits in the form of low transaction and communication 
costs (Alibaba, Tencent, and Baidu) securing massive market share. That, together with 
policy subsidies, has created monopoly rents that are subject to capture by small interest 
groups.

This escalating market concentration – which, to be sure, is not limited to China – can lead to 
worsening inequality of income, wealth, and opportunities. China’s leaders will thus have to 
make significant progress toward addressing it in the coming decades.

During its 40 years of reform, China has mastered learning by doing, using dynamic markets 
as a guide for price signaling and problem-solving. It has engaged in bold policy experiments, 
such as the creation of special economic zones. And it has become steadily more integrated 
into the global economy. As it attempts to avoid the pitfalls that lie ahead, it will need to 
bring all of this experience to bear.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

China’s Four Traps

By Andrew Sheng & Xiao Geng
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fter the Lone Star of Liberia’s recent 1-0 victory against the Warriors of Zimbabwe  to secure 
second spot in Group G of the 2019 African Cup of Nations qualifiers, President George Weah wants Aplayers of the national team placed on Government’s payroll.

The New Dawn has been sampling views of some Liberians in Monrovia how feasible could this be since the national 
team does not have permanent set of players? 

Christopher Gee 

“With a dying economy?  This 
dude should have become a 
popcorn seller or an ice cream 
man so everyone can like him. You 
have struggled since you took 
power to fix our state economy till 
now no understanding and you are 
proposing another set of burden 
again. Let’s watch for the climax. 
I have not seeing this before in the 

work. Let the President stops 
causing problem for us taxpayers because it will be a 
waste of money.”

 

Eric Roberts
“For  me, i t  i s  a  good 

recommendation because it 
doesn't make sense to be on the 
national team and begging for 
money to pay rent. We have 
money to pay one representative 
US$10,000 a month, but can't 
afford at least a thousand dollar 
monthly to each member of our 
national team. The President is 
right because it will bring in more 

commitments from the players. And make players to 
see the national team as their own.” 

Michael Gaye
“For what I understand, he 

has not made it a law yet, but 
hoping to soon. But even if the 
President wanted to place 
players of the national football 
team on government payroll, it 
is a welcoming issue.   Those 
players of the Leone Star of 
Liberia are also part of the 
Country’s workforce, as such, 
they deserve to be paid like any 
other Liberian worker, not because some are playing 
outside of Liberia. National team players have the 
right to get the economic benefits of the Country, but 
they need to keep making us proud because of the 
taxpayers’ money.”  

“Bravo Mr. President, surely 
Liberia is getting somewhere in 
terms of soccer. If you want 
players to perform well, you 
need to  mot ivate  them 
financially, so Mr. President, it's 
a good plan, if applied. This is 
not seeing around so easily, but 
it will help our county to make 
the players see the game as their 
own. We also know that at times 
players change on the team 
because young players are coming up every day, but 
when that time comes, old players will be dropped 
from the team because of age or not playing good 
football again will also get off the payroll.” 

Abraham Sekou
“How can they be on payroll 

when there is no set thing called 
“national team?” Players are 
called up for games based on their 
performance with their respective 
clubs.  The more practical 
payment system for a national 
team is game stipend or per diem. I 
think we need to add up the money 
they are getting per game and not 
putting them on payroll. We need 
to give them good money per game 

because when something happens to them on national 
duty, we see that nothing the government can do about it 
and at the end that person’s skill dies with no benefit. But 
if they are getting good money per game, it will help, not 
payroll.” 



h e  E n e r g y  a n d  
Environment Unit of Tthe Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) 
c o n c l u d e s  t h r e e  d a y s  
interactive stakeholders 
training in Kakata, Margibi 
County.

The training, held at the 
Liberian Youth Network or 
LIYONET in Kakata, was 
implemented in collaboration 
with the United Nations 
Development Program 
( U N D P )  w i t h  
participants from 
various parts of 

EPA, UNDP conducts training on climate change
Ramsey N. Singbeh, Jr. in Margibi

pposition Liberty 
Party (LP) Vice Chair OMr. Abraham Darius 

Dillon claims that governance 
issue is giving the Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) led - 
government hard time to the 
point that “the economy is in 
the toilet.”

“We get  f i ne ,  f i ne ,  
beautiful people in the 
government, but what are they 
doing? The economy is in the 
toilet. So the serious national 
issue is not a beauty pageant,” 

Di l lon said Monday, 26 
November when he appeared 
on the Costa Show.

Mr. Dillon urges President 
George Manneh Weah to 
“rethink” and find solution to 
the situation between him and 
his Vice President Jewel 
Howard - Taylor on grounds 
that their conflict could affect 
everyone here.

He wonders how in Africa a 
president and the vice 
president would not speak to 
each other, urging the VIPs to 
see the need to grow.

He alleges that President 

Weah has gone as far as 
submitting a bill to the 
Legislature to cut off all the 
statutory functions and 
au tho r i t y  o f  t he  v i c e  
president, [in apparent 
reference to report that Mr. 
Weah is seeking legislative 
backing to remove oversight 
authority given the vice 
president at the National 
Lottery].

But Dillon warns that no 
investor is going to come here 
if they hear that there is 
trouble in Liberia.

The LP official wonders that 
with disenchantments in the 

country, who is going to watch 
Liberia either on social media 
or read about happenings on 
google with protests everyday 
everywhere and yet makes 
investment in Liberia.

He warns that “good money 
is afraid of bad environment,” 
adding that no investor is going 
to bring their money here 
under an environment that 
does not guarantee justice.

The LP stalwart alleges that 
“the country is closing up, the 
economy is in the toilet,” but 
insists that “we will not flush 
it.”

“We will not allow the 
government to flush the 
economy in the toilet because 
it’s going to affect all of us,” 
he says.

Mr. Dillon argues that in the 
midst of the challenges here, 
government sees opposition 
who critique and make 
recommendations as “enemy 
of the state.”

According to Mr. Dillon, 
President Weah in “three 
days” of his presidency 
allegedly announced that he is 
here for 12 years.

B y  t h e  a l l e g e d  
pronouncement, Mr. Dillon 
argues that the president has 
activated campaign mood for 
the next term already.

“When you say you are here 
for 12 years, then it means you 
have activated the campaign 
for the second term already,” 
Dillon argues.

Based on this claim, Dillon 
continues that instead of 
working in the first term so 
that its results could pay the 
dividend for the second term, 
the CDC led - government has 
“already forgotten the priority 
right under their feet” but is 
simply looking at second term.

“The president needs to 
deactivate from the campaign 
mood. The president needs to 
understand that in any 
democracy, even in America, 
when government changes 
hands, the economy has the 
tendency to wait to see what 
happens next,” he explains.

Dillon recalls that it 
happened in Liberia following 
transition of power when 
investors wait to see what the 
new government is about to 
do, taking into consideration 
the political stability and the 
respect for the rule of law.

But he alleges that the 
president decided to ignore 
these things and wants to do 
his own thing while the 
economy gets tougher. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Historical experiences on the 
contact and mutual learning 
among Asian, African and 
European civilizations along 
the ancient Silk Road and 
Historical figures and tales of 
outstanding contributions 
for the contact and dialogue 
of different civilizations, 
countries, and regions in 
Asia, Africa and Europe along 
the ancient Silk Road.
   The sub-theme also include 
:Safeguarding world peace, 
promoting an era of common 
development and discussing 
on the implementation of " 
t h e  B e l t  a n d  Ro a d "  
construction as well as on 
building a community of 
shared future for mankind;  
P o n d e r i n g  w h i c h  
international conventions 
and considerations must be 
present on “the Belt and 
Road”  new mode l  o f  
international cooperation 
and Opinions, perspectives 
and suggestions by the Asian, 
Afr ican and European 
Academia and all sectors of 
society upon “The Belt and 
Road construction and 
Building a community of 
shared future for mankind”.
   The specific work of the ICA 
i n c l u d e s :  o r g a n i z i n g  
international academic 
conferences and lectures; 
carrying out academic 
research; awarding scholars 
to academics, integrating 
academic information and 
resources and promoting the 
exchange of ideas and 
sharing experiences in the 
p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  
Confucianism; advancing 
education and faculty 
training in Confucianism. 
Others include publishing 
a c a d e m i c  w o r k s ,  
periodicals, and popular 
books; promoting friendly 
international exchanges and 
cooperation; raising funds 
for international Confucian 
studies; and exploring other 
undertakings conducive to 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
Confucianism
     The scholars came from 
three continents and regions 
of the world including 
France, Croatia, China, 
S o u t h  Ko r e a ,  J a p a n ,  
G e r m a n y,  S i n g a p o r e ,  
Vietnam, Hong Kong, and 
Africa. 
   The International 
Confucian Association (ICA) 
was jointly initiated by the 
academic societies of 
Confucianism in China, South 
Korea, Japan, the US, 
G e r m a n y,  S i n g a p o r e ,  
Vietnam and the Chinese 
territories of Hong Kong and 

he World Congress and 
Executive Council of the TInternational Confucian 

Association (ICA) has approved 
Liberia’s application and 
granted the country full 
M e m b e r s h i p  i n t o  t h e  
Internat ional  Confucian 
Association. The ICA is 
headquartered in Beijing, the 
People’s Republic of China. 
T h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  
Internat ional  Confucian 
Association has 143 advisors, 
314 council members, 61 
member organizations and 
1525 individual members 
across 85 countries and regions 
of the world.
    Liberia successfully full 
membership includes voting 
rights and competing for 
elected positions following the 
application and presentation 
of Professor Josephus Moses 
Gray, Assistant Professor of 
International Relations at the 
Ibraham Badamasi Babangida 
(IBB) Graduate Program of 
International Studies of the 
University of Liberia.
    During ICA Congress held at 
the Mohammed V University in 
Rabat, the Kingdom of 
Morocco, Professor Gray took 
advantage of the world stage 
to present the nation’s case for 
a  ful l  Membership.  He 
delivered the six-address 
during the Second Session of 
the International Academic 
Symposium jointly organized 
by Mohammed V University of 
Morocco and International 
Confucian Association.
   The UL professor delivered 
an instructive paper on the 
theme: “Safeguarding World 
Peace, Promoting a New era of 
a Common Development and 
B e l t  a n d  R o a d :  T h e  
Construction of a Community 
of a Shared Future for 
Mankind”. 
    The ICA global symposium 
brought together scholars 
from Twenty-six Countries 
representing three continents-
Africa, Asia and Europe, with 
17 Ph.D. holders, and Nine 
double masters’ degree 
h o l d e r s  i n c l u d i n g  1 3  
academics  w i th  a  fu l l  
professorship and 12 other 
academics holders of associate 
and assistant professorship 
title while the rest were senior 
researchers. Each of the 26 
scholars presented precisely 
on a specified topic for 30 
minutes before an audience at 
the Mohammed V University.  
     The academic symposium 
was held under the theme: The 
Belt and Road Construction 
and Building a Community of 
Shared Future for mankind. 
While the sub-themes were: 

Liberia gets membership to 
Global Academic Organization
…to benefit scholarships, other programs
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-LP’s Dillon 

Economy is in the toilet 
By Winston W. Parley

Mr. Abraham Darius Dillon 

Participants post for group photoaP11g
e



n the wake of the 
ongoing leadership crisis Iwith in  the  fo rmer  

governing National Patriotic 
Party or NPP, its embattled 
Chairman James Biney has 
received massive support and 
endorsement of two counties.

Biney enjoys overwhelming 
support from Bong and Grand 
Bassa Chapters of the NPP.

In two separate position 
statements issued over the 
weekend in Gbarnga and 
Buchanan respectively, the 
two counties’ chapters said 
they recognize and still enjoy 

the confidence of Mr. Biney as 
the legitimate chairman of the 
party.

A statement released by the 
party on Monday, November 
26, in Monrovia  says the two 
counties also recognize Vice 
President Jewel Howard-

Taylor as Standard Bearer of 
the NPP and the current 
leadership crisis which has the 
propensity to divide the party 
was unnecessary.

Both Bong and Grand Bassa 
have at the same time 
distanced themselves from the 
recent lawsuit filed against Mr. 

Biney and the Coalition for 
Democratic Change by the 
Jewel Howard Taylor faction of 
the NPP led by former Vice 
President John Gray.

NPP partisans from both 
counties are calling on Mr. 
Biney and Vice President Taylor 
to put aside their differences 
and unite the party for the 
common good of its partisans.

Last week, the Jewel 
Taylor’s faction instituted a 
law suit against embattled 
Chairman James Biney,  
Chairman Mulbah Morlu and 
officials of the Coalition for 
Democrat ic  Change for  
carrying themselves as leaders 
of the NPP and interfering in 
the internal affairs of the NPP.  
The legal matter is pending 
before the Sixth Judicial Civil 
Law Court of Montserrado 
County at the Temple of 
Justice in Monrovia.

The NPP is an offshoot of 
the defunct rebels National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia, 
which was commanded by 
jailed former President 
Charles Ghanka Taylor. Vice 
President Jewel Howard Taylor 
is estranged wife of Mr. Taylor 
and former First Lady. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne  
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 social media chat 
room called Fries FM Ahas donated some 

assorted and food items to 
Alfred and Agnes Memorial 
Institute, an Orphanage 
located in Brewervi l le,  
Montserrado County.

The items donated to the 
charity institution by Fries FM 
Saturday, 24 November include 
10 mattresses, 15 bags of 25kg 
rice, 10 cartoons of copybook, 
5 cartoons of tide soap, among 
others. The donation cost over 

$170,000 Liberian Dollars.
Speak ing  du r ing  the  

presentation, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
o rgan i za t i on  and  page  
Manager, J. Ernest Passawe 
said the act that created his 
institution mandates it to help 
charity homes.

He says the donation is 
made following an assessment 
by Fries FM at the various 
orphanages including Alfred 
and Agnes Memorial Institute.

Passawe explains that the 
gesture is his group’s way of 
giving back to the community, 
especially contributing to the 
wellbeing of underprivileged 
children of the society.

Receiving the items, Alfred 
and Agnes Memorial Institute 
Principal Francis K.  Wesseh 
thanked members of Fries FM 
fo r  the i r  un imag inab le  
contribution to the lives of less 
privileged Liberian children.

According to her, it takes 
individuals with pure heart to 
do what they have done for the 
children at the Alfred and 
Agnes Orphanage who number 
about hundred.

"I am so happy about this 
gesture from these young 

people. I know that this will not 
be their stopping point, but 
they will do more to impact 
Liberians across," she says.

Fries FM was established in 
October 2017 during the 
electoral period as a way of 
relieving the electoral stress. 

So far, Fries FM is legally 
r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  
association laws of Liberia, and 
among many functions, it hosts 
annual awards, do charity work 
a n d  h o s t s  q u i z z i n g  
competitions.

Presently the membership 
stands at 82,000 and it has six 
administrators, monitoring the 
day - to - day activities of the 
page.

MoH trains Health Care Supervisors 
By George Kimbah/ Maryland

Fries FM donates to Alfred 
and Agnes Orphanage

By Bridgett Milton

he Ministry of Health 
in collaboration with Tthe Maryland County 

Health Team and partners 
conducts four days Infection 
Prevention and Control  
workshop for Health Care 
Supervisors at the J.J. Dossen 
Memorial and Referral Hospital 
in Harper City, Maryland 
County, southeast Liberia.

In an interview with the 
New Dawn in Harper, County 
Medical Director, Doctor Siana 
Jackson Mentoe, says the IPC’s 
guideline was developed by 
the Ministry of Health to be 
rolled out in all 15 political 
sub-divisions, but from all 
indications, Maryland County 
is the first to have taken the 
bold step in starting the 
implementation process. 

Doctor Mentoe explains 
Health Care Supervisors, who 
participated in the exercise, 
a re  expected  to  t ra in  
colleagues at other facilities 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t y  
subsequently, as a means of 
passing on the guidelines for 
implementation to prevent 
and control infections in 
Maryland and parts adjacent. 
The hospital caters to patients 
from Grand Kru, Grand Gedeh, 

River Gee, Maryland and 
neighboring Ivory Cost.   

She says the training will 
help health workers at various 
facilities to control and 
prevent infections, while 
naming typhoid, tuberculosis 
and others as infectious 
diseases that are normally 
reported at the hospital.

Participants were drilled on 
several topics, including risk of 
p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  
equ ipment ,  hands  and  
respiratory hygiene, waste and 
management, and use of 
p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  

equipment, among others. 
Beneficiaries of the four 

days IPC training laud the J.J. 
Dossen Infection Control and 
Prevention department for the 
exercise, promising to put in 
practice knowledge acquired.

They however challenged 
authorities and partners to 
keep on with  refresher to 
always sharpen their skills and 
knowledge in preventing the 
spread of infections across the 
county and areas  adjacent. 

Meanwhile, the Infection 
Prevention and Control  
supervisor of Maryland County 

Patience Membeah describes 
the training as a boost to her 
department and calls on the 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  t o  f u l l y  
i m p l e m e n t  k n o w l e d g e  
acquired during the exercise.  

Madam Membeah calls on 
other IPC focal persons across 
Liberia to emulate Maryland 
County by implementing the 
guidelines to make Liberia free 
from infections. 

She maintains that if the 
guidelines on infections 
control and prevention were 
properly highlighted by health 
workers, it would drive Liberia 
to be on par with other 

countries in the region.
S h e  l a u d s  t h e  

administration of J.J. Dossen 
Memorial and referral hospital, 
health partners, and the World 
Health Organization for joining 
efforts with the Government of 
Liberia in ensuring the training 
was held in the county. 

According to her, IPC 
training is expected to be 
subsequently conducted across 
the county to ensure Liberia is 
covered interns of training and 
imp lementa t i on  o f  I PC  
guidelines crafted by the 
government. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne    
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Grand Bassa, Bong for James Biney

Mr. James Biney

#Revoke rock and 
sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 



L ' a n c i e n  p r é s i d e n t  
temporaire du Sénat, Armah 
Jallah, nie avoir donné 
l’autorisation à la Banque 
C e n t r a l e  d u  L i b e r i a  
d’imprimer de nouveaux 
b i l l e t s  d e  b a n q u e  
supplémentaires de la 
monnaie locale. Il lance le 

Sirleaf pour plus de détails 
sur l’impression des billets 
de banque car c’est lui qui 
é t a i t  a u  c e n t r e  d e s  
opérations de la banque en 
t an t  que  Gouve rneu r  
exécutif par intérim.

M a i s  l o r s  d e  l a  
comparution du témoin le 
lundi 19 novembre, M. Sirleaf 
a déclaré que la banque 
centrale a reçu le feu vert de 
la 53ème législature et de sa 
mère, l'ancienne présidente 
Sirleaf, en 2017, pour 
imprimer l’argent.

Mais l’ancien patron du 
sénat Armand Jallah s’inscrit 
en faux et traite de 

défi au gouverneur adjoint de 
la Banque centrale du 
Libéria, Charles Sirleaf, de 
présenter les preuves de ses 
allégations selon lesquelles il 
a donné le feu vert à la 
banque pour imprimer un 
autre lot de nouveaux billets 
de banque.

mensonge l’information. 
Selon lui, ni le président de la 
république, ni le chef du 
Sénat,  n’a le  pouvoir  
d’autoriser l’impression des 
billets de banque et la 
fabrication des pièces de 
monnaie.

« Je défie M. Charles 
Sirleaf pour l'accusation 
portée contre moi. Si la 
Banque centrale dispose 
d ' i n f o r m a t i o n s  s u r  
l'autorisation qui lui a permis 
d’imprimer des billets de 
banque et frapper des pièces 
de monnaie, je demande à la 
CBL de les rendre publiques », 
a affirmé Jallah.

Le gouverneur exécutif 
adjoint Sirleaf a déclaré à 
l'assemblée plénière de la 
Chambre des représentants 
que l’argent n’avait pas 
disparu, contrairement à ce 
que disent les gens, et que 
c’est la 53ème législature, en 
particulier l'ancien président 
du Sénat, Armah Jallah, et 
l'ancienne présidente Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, qui ont 
autorisé l'impression des 10 
milliards de dollars libériens 
supplémentaires.

M. Sirleaf, fils de l'ex-
présidente Sirleaf, est l'un 
des principaux témoins dans 
l’enquête parlementaire en 
cours qui vise à déterminer 
qui a effectivement autorisé 
l'impression de 10,5 milliards 
d e  d o l l a r s  l i b é r i e n s  
supplémentaires en 2017 et 
comment l'argent a été 
injecté dans l’économie.

Lors de son témoignage 
devant la plénière le lundi 12 
novembre, Mme Meliseh 
Emeh, ancien membre du 
conseil d'administration de la 
CBL, avait conseillé aux 
législateurs d’interroger M. 

L e  L i b é r i a  o b t i e n t  
également -0,07 pour l'état 
de  dro i t ,  12,4% pour  
l’inflation, -0,15 en qualité 
réglementaire, 60.1 sur la 
politique commerciale, -0,45 
s u r  l ' e f f i c a c i t é  d u  
gouvernement et 56 sur la 
liberté d'information, entre 
autres.

Selon le Ministre Tweah, le 
séminaire était placé sous les 
auspices du Comité directeur 
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« Le Libéria rétrograde », (Ministre 
des Finances Samuel Tweah)

NEW DAWN

e s  d o n n é e s  d u  
de rn ie r  r appo r t  Ld'éligibilité au pacte 

américain montrent que le 
Libéria est en train de 
régresser, c’est du moins ce 
qu’a fait savoir le ministre 
l ibérien des Finances, 
Samuel Tweah, qui souligne 
la nécessité pour le pays de 
passer probablement 12 ou 
13 indicateurs pour être 
m i e u x  p o s i t i o n n é  e t  
bénéficier d’un accord de 
prêt de 500 millions de 
dollars.

"Le dernier  rapport  
d'éligibilité a été publié et il 
montre que si l'on se base sur 
les données de 2017, le pays 
est en train de régresser", a-
t-il déclaré samedi matin, le 
24 novembre à Bella Casa, à 
Sinkor.

« Nous cherchions 500 
millions, mais nous en avons 
reçu 259. Nous en sommes 
tout de même satisfaits. 
Nous cherchons maintenant à 
vo i r  s i  nous  pouvons  
reproduire cela pour obtenir 
probablement 500 millions 
de dollars pour l’exécution 

du processus d’éligibilité du 
Pacte.

Lors du séminaire, le 
ministre Tweah a indiqué que 
les pays qui accèdent au 
pacte du MCC américain 
doivent passer l’indicateur 
de lutte contre la corruption 
et les indicateurs d’état de 
droit et de justice.

Il se souvient que lorsqu'il 
travaillait pour le MCC il y a 
quatre ou cinq ans, le Libéria 
avait adopté le pacte qui a 
f i n a n c é  l a  c e n t r a l e  
hydroélectrique de Mount 
Coffee et une partie des 
fonds de contrepartie.

La ministre Tweah a 
i nd iqué  au  début  du  
séminaire que le comité 
directeur s'est réuni à deux 
reprises – en septembre et il y 
a environ deux semaines – 
depuis la publication du 
rapport.

Il a remercié les membres 
du comité pour le travail 
qu’ils ont fait, tout en 
promettant que le Libéria 
n’échouera par, car il 
appliquera à la lettre la 
nouvelle méthodologie mise 
au point par l’équipe.

de certains projets de routes 
régionales [le long de la Côte 
d'Ivoire] », a-t-il déclaré.

Pour obtenir ce type 
d’enveloppe, le Ministre 
Tweah a souligné que le 
L ibér ia  devra it  passer  
probablement 12 ou 13 
indicateurs, car pour avoir 
accès à l’argent américain, il 
faut remplir certains critères 
d’éligibilité et réussir au 

moins la moitié des 20 
indicateurs.

Les données du rapport 
2 0 1 7  d u  M i l l e n n i u m  
Challenge Corporation (MCC) 
indiquent que le Liberia a 
échoué lamentablement 
dans la lutte contre la 
corruption, obtenant un 
score de 0,12% et un score de 
-4,4 en matière de politique 
budgétaire.

FrançaisFrançais
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Charles Sirleaf
 face à un défi
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TLANTA – Kim Jong-un, le dirigeant nord-
coréen, souhaite vivement rencontrer à Anouveau Donald Trump. Depuis leur 

premier sommet à Singapour en juin, il manipule 
constamment le président américain. Ce dernier 
s'imagine toujours en négociateur hors pair, mais 
en réalité, Kim (de même que le président russe 
Poutine) est bien plus fort que lui.

La bonhomie feinte ou réelle de Kim et ses 
promesses de dénucléarisation ont amené Trump 
à changer de discours ; elles l'ont rapproché du 
gouvernement sud-coréen et permis d'alléger les 
sanctions internationales contre son régime. Il a 
réalisé tout cela sans diminuer les capacités 
nucléaires de son pays et il continue 
probablement à développer des missiles 
balistiques dans 16 sites cachés. Ayant réussi à 
passer du statut de dirigeant d'un Etat paria 
détenteur de l'arme nucléaire à celui de 
partenaire de négociations au plus haut niveau, il 
n'est pas étonnant qu'il veuille d'un nouveau 
sommet qui consolidera sa récente légitimité et 
sa position sur la scène internationale.

Il a fait déjà bien mieux que ces aïeux. Son père et 
son grand-père avaient tous deux essayé sans 
succès de créer un canal de communication à 
haut niveau avec les autorités américaines. La 
relation qu'il a forgée avec Trump constitue pour 
lui une réussite historique. Après six premières 
années passées au pouvoir sans trop s'afficher, le 
rejeton de 35 ans de la dynastie au pouvoir en 
Corée du Nord a fait une entrée remarquable sur 
la scène internationale en gérant un président 
imprévisible dominé par son ego et en fixant les 
termes de la négociation.

Par contre les USA n'ont pas accompli grand 
chose. Depuis le sommet de Singapour, les 
responsables américains auraient poussé Kim sur 
la voie de la dénucléarisation. Mais les Nord-
Coréens ont refusé de communiquer ne serait-ce 
que les informations les plus basiques sur leur 
arsenal. Cette stratégie laisse à penser que Kim a 
bien compris qui est Trump, un personnage qui dit 
de lui-même, "Je suis le seul qui compte".

Il suffit à Kim d'avoir conscience du narcissisme, 
du besoin d'être constamment sous les feux de 
l'actualité et du désespoir de son homologue 
américain à l'idée de ne pas recevoir le prix de 
Nobel de la paix, honneur qui a échu à son 
prédécesseur, Obama. La seule question qui se 
pose est de savoir jusqu'où ira Trump pour 
parvenir à un accord qu'il dira sans précédent, 
avec la Corée du Nord. En acceptant un nouveau 
sommet tout en freinant les négociations 
préliminaires, Kim teste les limites de Trump.

Initialement, en échange de sérieuses 
négociations sur la dénucléarisation, le Nord 
aurait souhaité un traité qui mette fin à la guerre 
de Corée. Or c'est exactement ce que Trump a 
promis à Singapour, tant à la surprise des alliés 
des Américains que de sa propre administration. 
Et le mois dernier, Kim a encore augmenté la mise 
en appelant à la levée des sanctions 
internationales contre son régime lors de ses 
discussions avec le secrétaire d'Etat américain, 
Mike Pompeo. Sans aucun doute, espère-t-il que 
l'impulsivité de Trump le conduira à accepter. Ce 
mois-ci, le ministre des Affaires étrangères nord-
coréen a indiqué dans un communiqué que si les 
USA n'allègent pas ou ne lèvent pas les sanctions, 
la Corée du Nord pourrait reprendre son 

programme d'armement.

Lors des discussions que Pompeo aura 
prochainement à Pyongyang, Kim restera 
probablement sur cette position. Depuis qu'il a 
déclaré en juin que la Corée du Nord "ne représente 
plus une menace nucléaire", Trump a fait machine 
arrière sur pratiquement toutes ses exigences. Il a 
renoncé à ses dates limites draconiennes et ne 
laisse même pas entendre que le fait que Kim traîne 
des pieds puisse être un sujet d'inquiétude. En 
octobre, Pompeo n'a fait aucun progrès pour définir 
avec ses interlocuteurs ne serait-ce que les termes 
de base qui pourraient figurer dans un accord : 
"dénucléarisation", "vérifiable", "irréversible…". 
Selon de hauts responsables au courant des 
négociations, les Nord-Coréens lui ont demandé au 
moins deux fois s'il voulait se retirer pour appeler 
son patron.

Il est vrai que manipuler Trump et revenir sur ses 
promesses de dénucléarisation présente des risques 
pour la Corée du Nord. En mai, Trump avait annulé 
provisoirement le sommet de Singapour en réponse 
aux déclarations des Nord-Coréens, et il a fait de 
même en ce qui concerne les discussions de Pompeo 
à Pyongyang en août. Rien ne dit qu'il ne va pas 
continuer sur cette voie.

Mais même dans ce cas, le penchant de Kim pour le 
drame – du tir de missiles au-dessus du Japon aux 
nombreuses purges dans son propre pays – laisse à 
penser qu'il sait comment s'y prendre pour amener 
Trump à la table de négociations. Les lettres qu'il lui 
adresse en flattant son ego montrent qu'il 
comprend parfaitement la psychologie du président 
américain. Jusqu'à présent il s'est montré très 
efficace pour maintenir une relation émotionnelle 
forte avec lui et ne pas faire dérailler le prochain 
sommet.

En attendant, le régime nord-coréen continue à 
récolter les dividendes de sa politique, aux dépens 
de l'Amérique. Trump ayant annulé à deux reprises 
des exercices militaires communs avec la Corée du 
Sud, les commandants des armées américaines et 
sud-coréennes s'inquiètent de leur niveau de 
préparation. Le soutien international en faveur des 
sanctions économiques à l'encontre du régime nord-
coréen – notamment de la part de la Chine et de la 
Russie – fléchit depuis l'annonce de la première 
rencontre Kim-Trump qui a eu lieu à Singapour.

Le président sud-coréen Moon Jae-in qui a déjà 
rencontré Kim à trois reprises en 2018 devrait le 
rencontrer à nouveau prochainement. Il est donc 
clair que l'avenir politique du dirigeant sud-coréen 
est lié au rapprochement avec le Nord. Lors de sa 
tournée européenne en octobre, il a exprimé le 
souhait d'un relâchement des sanctions – reflétant 
le désir de son gouvernement de dialoguer avec le 
Nord plutôt que de le soumettre à un embargo.

Il est temps que celui qui se décrit comme maître 
dans "l'art de la négociation" prenne conscience  
qu'il n'en est rien. Trump préfère le battage 
médiatique au travail en profondeur que suppose 
l'élaboration d'un accord sur le contrôle de 
l'armement. Aussi ne sera-t-il pas facile de limiter 
son besoin d'être constamment sous les feux de 
l'actualité. Mais en ce qui concerne Kim, rappelons-
nous les mots prononcés il y a 54 ans par Barry 
Goldwater, un autre outsider devenu une icône du 
parti républicain : "Le seul sommet qui peut réussir 
est celui qui n'a pas lieu".

FrançaisFrançais

e Sénateur Prince Yormie Johnson, principal suspect des 
crimes de guerre et crimes contre l’humanité au Libéria, se Lmontre de plus en plus vicieux et terrifiant, ruminant 

l'époque de la guerre civile, ainsi menace-t-il de s'en prendre à 
tout le monde, y compris à ses propres proches parents qui osent 
soutenir les appels à l'établissement d'un tribunal spécial des 
crimes de guerre pour le Libéria.

Ce tribunal devrait obliger les anciens seigneurs de guerre à 
répondre des atrocités qu’ils ont commises au cours des 14 années 
de guerre civile, une guerre qui a fait plus de 250 000 morts, dont 
des femmes et des enfants.

Mais, bien que la proposition n’ait pas été encore approuvée par 
les Libériens et la communauté internationale, le sénateur PYJ, 
chef de l’ancienne faction rebelle Front national patriotique 
indépendant du Libéria (INPFL) perd les plombs, menaçant de 
mobiliser des hommes armés de fusils à canon unique dans la 
brousse pour résister à son arrestation probable dans le cadre des 
poursuites pour crimes de guerre et crimes contre l'humanité.

Il a également récemment menacé de cibler les maisons de trois 
militants de l’établissement du tribunal spécial, tous natifs 
comme lui de la région de Nimba. Il s’agit des législateurs Larry P. 
Younquoi et Samuel G. Korga et du juriste Tiawan Gongloe. Comme 
si cela ne suffisait pas, le sénateur PYJ a menacé, il y a quinze 
jours, de fermer les stations de radio communautaires de Nimba, 
pour avoir donné à ses détracteurs un temps d'antenne.
Apparemment paranoïaque aux nouvelles de la création du 
tribunal spécial des crimes de guerre pour le Libéria devant lequel 
il risque d’être traîné pour rendre compte des nombreux meurtres 
odieux et des massacres qui ont été commis sous ses yeux et sous 
son commandement, Prince Johnson veut adopter la tactique de la 
peur afin de contraindre tout le peuple au silence, pendant que le 
climat d'impunité prospère.

Mais cette fois-ci, nous lui disons en face qu’il est temps qu’il 
mette fin à la tyrannie qui règne en lui. M. Johnson ne peut plus 
continuer à enlever des vies innocentes et être récompensé avec 
des postes politiques qui lui permettent de vivre en toute impunité 
pendant que les victimes de ses abus réclament justice.

Nous sommes fermement convaincus que la justice n’est plus loin, 
nous l’avons maintenant à portée de main, avec la récente 
résolution 1055 adoptée par la Chambre des représentants 
américaine, laquelle résolution affirme de manière écrasante des 
liens étroits entre les États-Unis et le Libéria, soutient les 
principes démocratiques et appelle à la mise en œuvre intégrale 
des recommandations de la Commission vérité et réconciliation, 
dont notamment la création d’un tribunal pénal extraordinaire 
pour le Libéria.

La résolution 1055, présentée par l'ancien législateur républicain 
Daniel Donovan et le co-dirigeant Hank Johnson, est un signal fort 
de la part de la communauté internationale, en particulier des 
États-Unis d'Amérique, partenaire traditionnel et historique du 
Libéria. Elle vise, selon elle, à mettre fin aux meurtres délibérés et 
à la destruction de propriétés sous le prétexte d’une lutte pour la 
liberté et la rédemption. Elle dit militer en faveur d’une véritable 
paix, d’un développement durable et d’une croissance soutenue 
au Libéria.

Le sénateur PYJ et tous les anciens seigneurs de guerre de ce pays 
auraient dû penser que ce moment viendrait un jour et ils seraient 
tenus de rendre compte de leurs actes, furent-ils mauvais ou bons.

Par conséquent, nous considérons ces menaces comme un simple 
bruit qui ne vise qu’à détourner notre attention des problèmes de 
fond - meurtres délibérés, pillage et corruption - qui stagnent le 
progrès de ce pays depuis plus de deux décennies.

En vérité, si nous Libériens épris de paix, ne nous levons pas dès 
maintenant pour rejoindre la campagne internationale qui vise à 
éliminer l'impunité, un autre groupe pervers pourrait déclencher 
une terreur similaire avec des conséquences fâcheuses que la 
postérité aura du mal à supporter. Notre silence et notre inaction 
d’aujourd'hui seraient en train de nourrir et d’entretenir un avenir 
aussi sombre.
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Johnson, le tyran ! Kim et l'art de la manipulation
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Lawyer writes Legislators
-Over tenure positions

power by the Legislature when he submitted the bill. 
Now, I shall proceed to the second and most intriguing 
concerns, that is, the substance of the President's bill. It 
is obvious that the substance of the bill to repeal the 
tenure provisions incites compelling constitutional and 
legal discussions. I do not agree with the phrase 
“necessary and convenient” as used in section two of the 
bill. It offers a subjective test that has to do with the 
opinion of the person implementing the law. It also 
leaves room for fuzzy interpretations and an exercise of 
unlimited discretion. Instead, I recommend the phrase 
“necessary and proper.”

 Necessary and proper is defined as “any useful means to 
achieving the end of an enumerated power and other 
implementing authority along with the power. See, 
MaCulloch v. Maryland, 17 U.S. 316 (1819). Necessary and 
proper also means “those things needed in the course of 
carrying into execution vest power.” United States v. 
Comstock, 560 U.S. 126 (2010). 

Therefore, the use of the phrase necessary and proper 
would allow the application of an objective test. 
Whether the legislature has the authority to limit 
executive interference and provide for independence to 
heads of administrative agencies: I think so and I think 
not. Why? To determine whether an act is constitutional 
or unconstitutional one must first decide whether the 
Constitution “authorizes” or “Prohibits” the act. Why 
not? One might be tempted to conclude that Article 89 of 
the Constitution authorizes the Legislature to limit 
executive interference and provide for independence to 
heads of administrative agencies. 

Let me first clarify that text and intent of Article 89 seek 
to give independence to the agencies and not the 
individual officers. However, the Legislature reasoned 
that giving protections to persons serving those agencies 
is necessary and proper to achieving the goal of 
independence that Article 89 authorized the Legislature 
to create. 

Further, I do not agree that the legislature can limit 
executive interference and provide for independence to 
the heads of all administrative agencies. I have reached 
this conclusion with the understanding that there are two 
kinds of administrative agencies: Independent and 
executive agencies. 

The central puzzles in administrative law is the concept 
of independent agency. Ronald M. Levin, Administrative 
Law and Process 53, (6th ed. 2017). A major difference 
between these two agencies is that the independent 
agencies do not serve “at the pleasure of the President.” 
The Legislature in pursuant to Article 89 cannot abdicate 
or limit powers expressly enumerated in the Constitution 
to the executive. Because our Constitution vests all 
executive powers in the President, to do that will amount 
to nondelegation of powers and effectively violate 
Article 3 of the Constitution (separation of power). An 
administrative agency is like any agent acting on behalf 
of a principle. Thus, the Legislature cannot give away 
executive power because it does not have. The 
Legislature is not the principal for such power. 
Therefore, it is my opinion that the legislature cannot 
limit or abdicate executive control or appointment 
power over agencies that exercise purely executive 
functions. 

The Constitution of Liberia (1986), art. 3, 50, 54, and 56. 
I think the Legislature can limit executive interference 
and provide independence to administrative agencies 
that do not exercise purely executive function. I 
recognize that independent agencies perform functions 
that would be normally associated with the executive 
branch, yet they are not under the full control of the 
executive. Agencies may need some form of functions 
enumerated to each branch of government to be 
effective. This is an acceptable exception in 
constitutional and administrative law in as much as the 
dominant function which the independent agency 

exercises is not one of the Executive. To allow the 
President to exert direct political control over 
independent agencies that carry out legislative and or 
judicial functions will also violate Article 3 of the 
Constitution. 

This is true because the division of powers among the 
branches was designed to create a system of checks and 
balances and lessen the possibility of tyrannical rule. 
Therefore, such control will violate the constitutional 
guarantee of separation of power in Article 3. Further, 
because most integrity institutions are established to 
exercise legislative functions, they must function 
independently of executive interference or control. 
Emphasis. 

The Legislature has broad power to investigate 
implementation of statutory programs and to expose 
corrupt or ineffective administration must also be 
emphasized. Therefore, in pursuit of this goal, the 
legislature properly created independent agencies and 
delegated legislative functions. The Constitution of 
Liberia (1989), art. 89. 

The executive cannot lawfully question that or seek to 
control such power. Hence, the legislative grant of power 
or integrity agencies exercise of legislative functions 
does not in any way limits the President's power under 
Article 50 or 56. 

In addition, the said grant of legislative power supports 
public interest and legitimizes the workings of 
government in that it aims to maintain integrity within 
our governance system. It is also my opinion that such 
delegation makes political accountability an effective 
tool for our constitutional democracy. Another concern 
bearing on the substance of the President's bill is the 
term “autonomous” as used in Article 89 of the 
Constitution.

It is my opinion that autonomy does not necessarily 
means tenure or “fixed period of years.” Autonomous 
could mean any statutory provisions protecting the 
agency from arbitrary political control or removal. The 
Legislature is the body best suited and authorized to give 
prescriptions for what autonomous is or what it means for 
agencies established under article 89 that do not perform 
purely executive functions. In the Liberian parlance “the 
President has no fish to fry” in such delegation (when the 
legislature delegate legislative or judicial functions). 

Also, in rare cases, courts will uphold delegation of 
certain functions that are not legislative or judicial when 
such delegation does not impede the President's “ability 
to perform his constitutional duty.” See, Morrison v. 
Olson, 487 U.S. 654 (1988). I would like to argue this 
principle in favor of Social Security Corporation. 

Lastly, I would like to sound a caveat that the President 
has massive powers to indirectly assert political control 
over independent agencies. Few of these powers could 
be using the budget office or the Ministry of Finance and 
the Ministry of Justice to control autonomous agencies – 
especially integrity institutions (which are deemed arms 
of the Legislature). Therefore, the Legislature must go 
further to narrow these loopholes and or fully implement 
statutory provisions requiring the National Elections 
Commission and the General Auditing Commission to 
submit their respective budget(s) directly to the 
Legislature. To conclude, I like to recommend that: a. 
the Legislature review all these tenure provisions on a 
case-by-case basis; b. ascertain what function each 
agency primarily exercises, if purely executive, strip 
away the tenure or the protective enclave that shield 
these officials from executive control; c. if the agency 
exercise primarily legislative (integrity) or judicial 
functions the legislature must do everything to ensure 
that its independence is maintained and or strengthen 
the agency; and, d. the Legislature should at all-time 
encourage public debates on critical national issues of 
such, and kindly extend invitation to experts on this 
subject to extent of looking at each of these agencies and 
the functions.

hank you, Mr. Chairman, committee members, 
Representatives, and interested citizens for the Topportunity to speak to you about “An Act 

prohibiting the Tenure of Public Officials within the 
Executive Branch of Government.” My name is 
Kunkunyon Wleh Teh. 

I am a graduate of the Cuttington University (BA, 
Sociology/Dev. Studies); Louis Arthur Grimes School of 
Law, University of Liberia (LLB, General Law), and Emory 
University School of Law, located in Atlanta, Georgia, 
U.S.A. (with a Master of Law degree (LLM), General 
Practice & Ethics, Constitutional Law). I am also a 
lecturer in Constitutional and Administrative Law at the 
AMEZU and currently a partner at the International Law 
Group, LLC. I am a Liberian lawyer and advocate. I have 
spent most part of my career doing integrity work with: 
NEC, FIU, and SPTF. 

As a lawyer, it is my responsibility as a public citizen, with 
a unique responsibility for the quality of justice and the 
rule of law in Liberia. I am not here in a representative 
capacity of any client. Instead, I am here in my capacity 
as a public citizen seeking to improve the law, the 
administration of justice and the quality of service 
rendered by the legal profession. 

Again, let me express especial thanks to you, Mr. chair 
and to all committee members for being farsighted to 
initiate such a prudent exercise; particularly, for giving 
me this occasional opportunity to make a public 
statement on the bill submitted by His Excellency George 
M. Weah, President of the Republic of Liberia. 

While I do not oppose the right of the President to submit 
a Bill to the Legislature to repeal the tenure provisions, I 
am concerned about the potential legal and 
constitutional issues that may follow if we ignore certain 
basic principle of constitutional governance. First and 
foremost, let me address your inquiries in two folds: the 
procedural and substantive concerns surrounding the 
entire subject. First, as to the procedural concerns 
raised – about the President's submission of a bill to the 
Legislature to repeal tenure provisions in the Acts 
creating “administrative agencies” – it is my opinion that 
the President acted within the confines of the law. Cf. 
The Constitution of Liberia (1986), art. 35. 

The President has two options (legislative or judicial) to 
correct legislation he believes usurp his executive 
powers to “enforce the laws of the Republic” and 
“appoint.” See, The Constitution of Liberia (1986), art. 
50, 54. Hence, the President sought legislative action to 
repeal tenure provisions in the laws creating several 
administrative agencies of government. Seeking 
legislative action to repeal the tenure provisions 
amplifies President Weah's willingness to coordinate with 
other branches of government. See also, The 
Constitution of Liberia (1986), art. 3. 

Seeking judicial action to invalidate statutory provisions 
which provide tenures for positions in the executive 
would have unquestionably triggered judicial and or 
political contestation, and perhaps become inexpedient 
but for certain international commitments. No doubt 
that a commissioner so removed is likely to seek remedy 
through judicial review. See generally, Isaac Jackson v. 
The Administration of the Liberia Maritime Authority and 
the Executive Branch of Government, October Term, A.D. 
2018, S. Ct. (2018). 

No doubt that a political feud is likely to follow any 
removal that may appear arbitrary. See, e.g., Webmaster 
Admin, President Weah should Give His Proposed Tenure 
Bill A Rethink, Daily Observer, Nov. 2, 2018. That certain 
international commitments would be breached thus 
making Liberia vulnerable among the comity of nations. 
See generally, Edwin G. Genoway, Liberia Lacks Funds to 
Publish LEITI Report, Front Page Africa, Nov. 9, 2018. 

Therefore, the President acted in a lawful and politically 
expedient way to place checks on such delegation of 
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eaked information 
f r o m  o n g o i n g  Lg o v e r n m e n t  

investigation reveals officials 
of the National Housing 
A u t h o r i t y  ( N H A )  h a d  
altercation when two deputies 
allegedly felt cheated in the 
disbursement of US$92,000.00 
bribe from Burkinabe company 
GELPAZ former coordinator Mr. 
Emmanuel Tapsoba.

Police and the Liberia Anti 
Corruption Commission (LACC) 
have not released official 
statement from the probe 
involving NHA Managing 
Director Duannah Siryon and 
his deputies Tugbeh C. Tugbeh 
and Augustine Weah, but this 
paper is tipped that police are 
determined to charge them 
with economic sabotage and 
criminal facilitation.

Their arrests over the 
weekend results from an 

agents of the Burkinabe 
company that that have come 
here in follow -up on their 

alleged secretly recorded 
audio in which bribed was 
allegedly being solicited from 

an alleged audio recording, 
having altercation because the 
two deputies felt cheated out 
of the US$92,000 bribe 
allegedly received from 
Tapsoba.

The officials were arrested 
over the weekend, and there 
were rumors all over the place 
that they were supposed to be 
turned over to court Monday, 
26 November.

But it did not go that way, 
i n s t e a d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
suggestions that following 
police probe, the suspects 
were allegedly led to the 
Ministry of Justice.

There are claims that the 
LACC might go further into the 
probe.

Meanwhile, police sources 
are saying that there might be 
an official statement to the 
public today, Tuesday, 27 
November by the police 
regarding the investigation. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

interest in constructing over 
5,000 housing units along the 
Roberts International Airport 
Highway.

The leaked information 
f u r t he r  r e vea l s  po l i c e  
investigation established that 
on 16 September 2018 the NHA 
boss Siryon allegedly went to 
the Royal Grand Hotel in 
Sinkor, Monrovia in an apparent 
mood to receive money from 
GELPAZ’s then coordinator 
Tapsoba.

The report details that 
accordingly, a businessman 
known as Alain Z. Zoungana, 
CEO of GELPAZ IMMO company 
noticed that the alleged 
US$92,000 that was requested 
by Tapsoba was not used for the 
r i gh t f u l  pu rpo se ,  t hu s  
prompting the CEO’s travel to 
Monrovia to ascertain what was 
going on.

I t  c o n t i n u e s  t h a t  
additionally, Mr. Siryon along 
with his two deputies and one 
Augustine Weah, were heard in 
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Police teargas protesting drivers
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

Executive, warning that 
endorsing nearly everything 
from the presidency is 
t r o u b l i n g  a n d  
c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o  
l a w m a k e r s ’  e f f e c t i v e  
oversight.

CENTAL encourages that the 
role of critical voices be 
respected  and protected in 
fostering a democratic culture 
that is highly accountable and 
welcoming  of diverging views 
and positions on critical 
national issues.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

LACC and other relevant 
agencies of government 
independently and timely 
verify and publish assets, 
incomes  and l iab i l i t ies  
declared by former officials of 
the Sirleaf-led government 
while leaving office.

The statement maintains 
that the prosecution should 
include the 52nd and 53th 
Legislatures that are yet to be 
audited.

Meanwhile, CENTAL calls on 
the Legislature to do due 
diligence to bills and other 
s u b m i s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  

Starts from back page

Investigate Weah’s

the development process of 
Liberia.

Others  are providing 
education on the effects of 
climate change on women and 
ch i l d r en ,  enab l i n g  a l l  
stakeholders understand the 
impacts of climate change on 
development planning and 
their roles in mitigating those 
impacts on Liberia, discussing 
progress made in Liberia to 
addressing vulnerability to 
climate change and how this 
progress can help accelerate 
the country’s plan to achieving 
its objectives.

Speaking to reporters 
following the training recently 
in Kakata, EPA Project Officer 
Arthur R. M. Becker, said 
participants mainly local 
farmers and stakeholders in 
the agricultural sector.

the country.
The exercise focused on 

behavioural changes in the use 
of water, land, forest resources 
and farming practices to 
ensure sustainability and 
reduce effects of climate 
change  on  women and  
children.

The intent of the workshop 
is to improve reduction in 
vulnerability and advance 
adaptation to climate change 
through early warning systems 
a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  
environmental management as 
a basis for sustainable 
economic development. 

I t  a l s o  f o c u s e d  o n  
mainstreaming climate change 
to ensure broad participation, 
as  wel l  as  susta inable  
development with emphasis on 
the role and place of women in 

Cont’d from page 6
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NHA officials face charges today?
By Winston W. Parley

According to the protesting 
drivers, there is a need for the 
Liberian government to put in 
place measures that will stop 

the police from collecting 
money from drivers.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

olice in Gbarnga, 
Bong County launched Pteargas canisters 

against protesting drivers on 
M o n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  2 6  
November, affecting a school 
kid who was returning home 
from class.

Drivers in Gbarnga had 
staged a go - slow to claim 
government’s attention on 
high vehicle registration fees, 
but police say the drivers went 
beyond holding a peaceful 
protest to setting roadblocks.

O u r  B o n g  C o u n t y  
correspondent says members 
of the Bong County Drivers 
Union set roadblocks at about 
7:00 AM on Monday at the Iron 
Gate Car Wash and at the 
National Transit Authority 
(NTA) parking in Gbarnga.

The drivers’ action results 
from government’s alleged 
refusal to adhere to their 
demand to reducing vehicle 
registration fees.

The drivers are complaining 
that high vehicle registration 
fees are posing serious 
challenge to their activities.

Following the situation, our 
correspondent observed that 
the police’s response against 
the protest also affected a 
nine - year old girl who was on 
her way from school.

Our correspondent says the 
kid was affected by the 

teargas to the extent that her 
eyes were swollen.

The victim was later rushed 
at the C.B. Dumbar Hospital in 
Gbarnga.

Speaking in an interview 
with this paper, Police 
Regional Commander in 
Gbarnga Morris Teamah says 
the drivers did not stage go-
slow as earlier stated.

Mr. Teamah argues that 
setting a roadblock is not 
peaceful protest.

According to him, instead 
of the drivers parking their 
cars peacefully, they set 
roadblocks in Totota, lower 
Bong County, and Gbartala, 
Yelequelleh District.

Additionally, he says they 
also set two roadblocks in 
Gbarnga, all of which were on 
the Gbarnga to Monrovia 
Highway.

The police commander 
explains that the protesters’ 
action was obstructing the 
traffic, prompting the police 
to teargas them.

For their part, some of the 
drivers expressed serious 
frustration over the action of 
the police on grounds that they 
did not expect them to have 
carried on such action.

The drivers say they were 
not stopping private or 
g o v e r n m e n t  v e h i c l e s ’  
movement, but they set the 
roadblocks specifically to stop 

commercial vehicles from 
carrying passengers.

Some of the drivers were 
arrested in the process and 
placed behind bars.

According to the drivers, 
they usually pay US$190.00 for 
vehicle registration plus 
US$330.00 annual ly for 
insurance.

In addition, the drivers 
complain that they further pay 
US$45.00 for license, all of 
w h i c h  t h e y  s a y  t o t a l  
US$565.00.

The drivers are lamenting 
that this amount is too much 
for them because they are 
struggling to survive.

The go-slow on Monday 
affected Bong, Nimba, Lofa 
and Margibi counties.

The drivers allege that the 
Liberian government through 
the Ministry of Transport has 
imposed  a  compu l so r y  
insurance on them.

But they have counter - 
argument for the government 
policy, saying insurance is a 
business which an individual 
needs to join at his or her will 
and should not be mandated by 
government.

The drivers continue that 
despite the many challenges 
they are currently confronted 
with and the huge amount they 
pay to government’s revenue, 
the Liberian government is 
doing nothing to ensuring their 
satisfaction.  

The aggrieved drivers also 
claim police intimidation as 
another major challenge for 
them in the process of 
transporting people to their 
various destinations.

They say when in transit, 
especially from Gbarnga to 
Monrovia, police officers 
usually use guns to intimidate 
them, allegedly mandating to 
pay  money  a t  va r i ou s  
checkpoints.
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#To empower Liberians, 
enforce the exclusive 

Liberians business act. # 

NHA Managing Director Duannah Siryon
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Spain's driving laws at the 
hearing. He left the court 
smiling but without speaking 
to the press.

Pique was stopped by 
municipal police in Barcelona 
as part of a routine check and 
was found to be driving 
without any points on his 
licence.

In Spain drivers licences 
operate on a system of points, 
which are deducted for any 
traffic offences. A driver who 

is left without any points will 
have their licence suspended 
for six months and must attend 
a course on traffic rules to 
recover it.

Pique could have recovered 
his drivers licence in June 2018 
but he did not attend this 
course so his licence remained 
suspended in August when he 
was stopped by municipal 
police, according to the court 
ruling.

 Spanish court on 
Monday slapped ABarcelona centre-

back Gerard Pique with a fine 
of 48,000 euros ($54,000) for 
driving without a valid 
licence. 

The 31-year-old, who 
arrived at the Barcelona 
court dressed in a grey 
sweatshirt and wearing a 
wool cap in the company of 
his lawyer, accepted the 
sentence for breaching 

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

 Liberian integrity 
group, Center for ATransparency and 

Accountability in Liberia or 
CENTAL is calling for President 
George Manneh Weah’s  
multiple constructions to be 
investigated by the Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC) and other relevant 
agencies of government.

In a statement released 

Monday, 26 November CENTAL 
says the sources of funding for 
these constructions must be 
identified and timely report 
released to the public.

The organization says it 
wants clarity on allegations of 
abuse of public resources by 
the presidency.

CENTAL, in a strongly 
worded statement also calls 
for a comprehensive audit of 
the administration of former 

president Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf to ensure those who 
allegedly misapplied public 
resources are identified and 
prosecuted.

The statement further 
admonishes President Weah to 
abandon plans to remove 
tenure at key positions at 
public integrity institutions 
and other agencies with 
extremely critical functions in 
the governance process.

CENTAL’s fear is that by 
doing so, the Weah regime will 
undermine the sanctity and 
independence of  these 
institutions and render them 
vulnerable to pol i t ical  
manipulations.

The organization suggests 
that President Weah suspends, 
for time indefinite, all public 
officials guilty of violating the 
Code of Conduct, until cleared 
by  the  L iber ia  Ant i  -  
Cor rupt ion  Commiss ion  
(LACC) following declaration 
of their assets, incomes and 
liabilities within one week.

C E N T A L  
r e c o m m e n d s  
further that the 

aP11g
e

Investigate Weah’s constructions 
-CENTAL

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Pique fined 48,000 euros for driving without a valid licence
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