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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

hana’s parliament on 
W e d n e s d a y  Gsummoned an MP 

before its ethics body over the 
shooting death two weeks ago 
of an investigative journalist 
who helped to expose African 
football graft in an explosive 
documentary last June.

Ahmed Hussein-Suale, part 
of a team that carried out an 
undercover investigation, was 
gunned down as he returned to 
his home in the Accra suburb of 
Madina on January 16.

Longtime MP and wealthy 
b u s i n e s s m a n  K e n n e d y  
Agyapong had published a 
photograph of Hussein-Suale 
on his private television 
channel, saying: “That boy (is) 
very dangerous. He lives here 
in Madina. If he comes here, 
beat him.”

Agyapong, a prominent 
figure in the ruling New 
Patriotic Party, also offered a 
reward to anyone who 
attacked the journalist.

The broadcast prompted 
Hussein-Suale to lodge a 
complaint with the police.

ore than 30,000 
people have fled the Mnortheast Nigerian 

town of Rann and across the 
border to Cameroon in recent 
days because of fears of 
renewed Boko Haram attacks, 
the UN, civilian militia and 
residents said on Tuesday.The 
latest mass movement comes 
as the world body voiced 
renewed concern about the 
effect of the bloody conflict on 
civilians and launched a 
longer-term plan to help those 

Haram who would no doubt 
launch an attack," he told AFP.

A b a d a l l a h i  s a i d  t h e  
remaining Nigerian soldiers 
also withdrew "because their 
number was too small to face 
Boko Haram when they 
attacked".His account was 
supported by an aid worker 
who left Rann after the 
January 14 attack but remains 
in contact with those in the 
area, and a civilian militia 
source."There were over 
35,000 IDPs ( internal ly  

Speaker of parliament Mike 
Oquaye said Agyapong's  
conduct had "brought the 
image of the House into 
disrepute."

“The matter has been 
referred to the Privileges 
C o m m i t t e e , ”  h e  s a i d ,  
promising to set a date for 
hearings which could lead to 

was aired by the BBC last June.
Exposing deep-seated 

corruption including rampant 
match-fixing, it led to the 
banning of the head of the 
Ghana Football Association and 
of several football referees 
and officials in Ghana and 
across Africa.

Agyapong said he did not 
regret his actions.

“I’ve no regret at all by 
showing his pictures,” he told 
the BBC on Wednesday. “I 
don’t know the guy. He has 
never offended me. All I did 
was that I exposed them for 
Ghanaians to know the other 
side of Anas.”

A g y a p o n g  h a s  b e e n  
questioned by police, who 
have offered a 15,000 cedi 

made homeless  by the 
fighting.

Rann, in northern Borno 
state, near the border with 
C a m e r o o n ,  h a s  b e e n  
repeatedly attacked by Boko 
Haram, most recently on 
January 14, when the jihadists 
targeted a military base.

U N  r e f u g e e  a g e n c y  
spokesman Babar Baloch told 
reporters in Geneva that 
recent fighting in Borno had 
forced more than 80,000 

displaced people) in Rann and 
all of them have fled to 
Cameroon," the aid worker 
added.The civilian militia 
source said Cameroonian 
soldiers withdrew on Sunday 
and Nigerian troops were now 
based in Ngala, nearly 40 
k i l o m e t r e s  ( 2 5  m i l e s )  
away."The terrorists set fire to 
most houses in the town and 
have taken strategic positions 
in anticipation of military 
operations to push them out," 
he added.-AFP

Agyapong's expulsion from 
parliament.

Agyapong, who was in the 
c h a m b e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
announcement, has denied 
"engineering the killing".

The documentary by the 
Tiger Eye investigation team 
headed by award-winning 
journalist Anas Aremeyaw Anas 

($3,000/2,600 euro) reward 
for any information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for Hussein-
Suale's death.

The lawmaker, first elected 
to parliament in 2000, said he 
did not trust the police to 
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c a s e  
thoroughly.

He and saying he would 
carry out his own enquiry and 
has promised a $20,000 reward 
for information on the 
journalist's death.

The killing sent shockwaves 
through Ghana, which prides 
itself on being a stable 
democracy in the often 
turbulent West African region, 
and where there is a high level 
of media freedom.-AFP

p e o p l e  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  
homes."Nigerian refugees 
continue to arrive in very 
remote and impoverished 
communities in neighbouring 
countries," he added.

"All the population seems to 
be panicking and they are on 
the run as a preemptive 
measure to save their lives."

Humanitarian organisations 
working in Rann said the attack 
earlier this month forced some 
9,000 people to flee into 
Cameroon.

But they were sent back, as 
Cameroon deployed troops to 
reinforce the town as part of 
the regional military response 
against the Islamist militants.

"It was a bit peaceful but as 
far as we understand now, that 
multinational taskforce has 
left," said Baloch, adding that 
refugees had told aid workers 
Boko Haram "promised to 
return".

Walid Abdallahi, who was 
among those who fled, said 
there was now "not a single 
resident in Rann" and that Boko 
Haram had been "in control" of 
the town since Monday.

"We all left the town as soon 
as the Cameroonian soldiers 
withdrew because we knew we 
were vulnerable to Boko 

r o f e s s o r s  a n d  
lecturers  at  the PU n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Khartoum, Sudan's oldest and 
most-respected educational 
establishment, have held a sit-
in protest on campus against 
President Omar al-Bashir's 
government.

"More than 300 professors 
and lecturers of the university 
held a sit-in today inside the 
campus," Mamduh al-Hassan, 
the group's spokesman told AFP 
news agency.

He said that 531 university 
staff members had signed and 

l isted several demands 
including that a transitional 
government be formed.

Th e y  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  
President Bashir is unfit to rule 
Sudan and the people can't 
possibly wait for the general 
elections, but admit getting 
him out of office will be 
difficult.The month-long 
countrywide protests have 
been marred by violence and 
arrests of protesters.

Officials say that 30 people 
have been killed but right 
groups put the number at 40.-
BBC

Ghana parliament summons 
MP over journalist's death

The killing sent shockwaves through Ghana, which 
prides itself on being a stable democracy in an often 

turbulent region, and where there is a high level of media 
freedom (AFP Photo/RUTH MCDOWALL)

Fear of Boko Haram attack sees 
30,000 flee Nigerian town: UN

Baloch said a recent upsurge in violence in north-eastern 
Nigeria had already driven more than 80,000 civilians to seek 
refuge in already crowded camps or in towns in Borno State 

(AFP Photo/Audu MARTE)

Sudan lecturers call 
for end of Bashir's rule
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EditorialEditorial

THE HEALTH OF the 4.5 million people of Liberia is faced with 
uncertainty as President George Manneh Weah's two hours-
long Annual Message to the 54th National Legislature Monday, 
January 28,  dedicated only a sentence to the country's health 
sector.

HOW COULD HAVE the President done this! Nearly all major 
hospitals across the country are virtually empty and services 
there have been reduced to providing prescription, including 
the G.W. Harley Memorial Hospital in Sanniquellie, Nimba 
County, Phebe Hospital in Suakoko, Bong County and the 
Charles Henry Rennie Hospital in Kakata, Margibi County, 
among others, which have been reduced to mere structures 
due to acute shortage of drugs.
  
IN HIS ENTIRE address that lasted exactly two hours, President 
Weah only mentioned in passing as one of his successes for the 
first year in office, “sending medical doctors abroad to 
specialize; feasibility study of the 14th Military Hospital; 
upgrade of JFK.”

THE PRESIDENT PRESENTED no comprehensive agenda for the 
health sector, but dwelled his speech of 83 pages on 
infrastructure, roads and construction of Bali Island, among 
others. As good as these programs are, if they are meant for 
the people, then their health should equally be treated as 
priority.

BEING A FATHER himself, has President Weah wondered what 
is the use of buying clothes, toys and everything for his 
children when they are in poor health, and lack physical 
strength to play or move around? But this is exactly the 
unfolding reality in Liberia.

THIS IS NO exaggeration; Liberians are dying in their numbers 
due to lack of basic drugs and essential equipment in our 
hospitals! Accessible and affordable health care has eluded 
the people for too long. One had thought this new 
administration would have made health a priority, not just 
building infrastructures.

WE CALL ON the new Minister of Health, Doctor Wilhelmina 
Jallah to draw up a comprehensive health strategy for the 
remaining five years of this administration, if she had not 
already done so, and bring it to the public.

BEING A PROFESSIONAL doctor herself, we challenge Minister 
Jallah to leave the administrative functions with her deputies 
and roll up her sleeves to tackle the technical challenges faced 
by the health sector, that have left major hospitals around the 
country without drugs.

OTHERS MAY ARGUE the government is beset by huge 
economic challenges, which is a reality. But we demand 
political will from those authorities concern, for we are also 
fully aware of enormous goodwill in the international 
community for this very important sector.

IT IS LEFT with the Government of Liberia to take the drive by 
packaging a comprehensive national health program that 
would encompass the Resilient Health System evolved by the 
previous administration in delivering accessible health care to 
our people.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

BIDJAN – When Kwame Nkrumah, under 
whose leadership Ghana became the first AAfrican country to claim independence in 

1957, was overthrown by a military coup in 
1966, few of his fellow citizens shed a tear for 
his regime. But one aspect of his legacy remains 
relevant to this day and merits careful 
consideration.

Nkrumah was a visionary and charismatic leader 
whose focus was on modernizing Ghana and on 
campaigning for Africa’s political unity. His most 
brilliant idea was to integrate the continent and 
create the United States of Africa. But he 
favored the development of costly, capital-
intensive projects, which led to unsustainable 
foreign debt and deficits while creating few 
employment opportunities. Economic 
contraction led to widespread unrest and to a 
loss of credibility for the idea of African 
integration, and to a fallout with his famous 
economic adviser, the future Nobel laureate W. 
Arthur Lewis.

Nkrumah’s intuition about the potential 
benefits of Africa’s integration was based on a 
sound economic rationale, which he failed to 
articulate convincingly. With 16 landlocked 
countries, Africa is more fragmented than any 
other continent. The small size of many 
countries and the resulting fragmentation of 
domest ic  markets  result  in  var ious 
diseconomies of scale, impeding economic 
development. In 2017, more than three-
quarters of African countries had fewer than 30 
million people, and about half had a GDP of less 
than $10 billion.

After Nkrumah’s fall from power, other African 
leaders took up his goal of building the United 
States of Africa, based on the Organization of 
African Unity. The OAU subsequently adopted a 
series of treaties to make economic integration 
a reality. The African Economic Community was 
created in 1991, and, after the OAU was 
disbanded in 2002, leaders adopted the African 
Union Agenda 2063 in 2015. The continent’s 
leaders also created a large number of regional 
institutions to make incremental progress 
toward Nkrumah’s goal.

Unfortunately, overlapping and often 
contradictory regional economic communities 
have constituted a mostly ineffective 
“Spaghetti bowl” of institutions with little 
authority and weak analytical capacity. This has 
made African integration sound like an empty 
political promise used by leaders who have little 
will to make it happen.

Moreover, researchers have cast doubt on the 
goal of integration. All African economies 
combined still represent only about 3% of global 
GDP, and purchasing power remains low. Why, 
then, devote limited financial resources to 
building costly infrastructure aimed at 
integrating the continent? While creating a 
single African market is a desirable goal, 
pursuing it must not distract national 
policymakers’ attention from the huge 
potential gains to be had from integration into 

the global economy.

A new study from the African Development Bank 
provides evidence that both objectives are not 
mutually exclusive; in fact, they could be 
mutually reinforcing. The report also examines 
the potential gains from regional public goods, 
such as synchronizing financial governance 
frameworks, pooling power, opening skies to 
competition, and opening borders to free 
movement of people, goods, and services.

The study shows that a borderless continent that 
enables agricultural and industrial production 
across national boundaries is the foundation of a 
globally competitive African market, because it 
would offer economies of scale to investors, while 
creating much bigger markets and providing new 
opportunities for small firms and large. It would 
also help eliminate monopoly positions and 
enhance cross-border spillovers between coastal 
and landlocked countries.

Moreover, integration can improve regional 
security, because the expansion of international 
trade often correlates with a reduction of 
conflict. Deeper market integration for goods, 
infrastructure services, and key factors of 
production (labor and capital) is especially 
important – both economically and strategically – 
for Africa’s small and fragmented economies.

In a world where 60% of trade occurs through 
global value chains, Africa must industrialize to 
diversify away from natural resources and create 
jobs for its fast-growing young population. By 
boosting intra-continental trade, consumption, 
and investment, regional integration can be a 
strong vector for improving productivity, building 
manufacturing powerhouses, and developing 
credible African brands. Open regionalism could 
also stimulate connections between small and 
medium-size enterprises and international value 
chains, thereby enabling these firms to enter 
global markets.

In particular, five trade measures could bring total 
gains worth 4.5% of Africa’s GDP, or $134 billion a 
year – almost the amount of all official 
development aid in 2017. The first is elimination 
of all bilateral tariffs. Second, country-of-origin 
rules (needed to determine the source of a 
product) should be kept simple, flexible, and 
transparent. Third, all nontariff barriers on trade 
of goods and services should be removed on a 
most-favored-nation basis. Fourth, the World 
Trade Organization’s Trade Facilitation 
Agreement should be implemented to reduce the 
time it takes to cross borders and the transaction 
costs associated with nontariff measures. Lastly, 
tariffs and nontariff barriers applied to trade with 
other developing countries should be reduced by 
half on a most-favored-nation basis.

The economic rationale for Nkrumah’s dream was 
stronger than previously thought. The adoption of 
the African Continental Free Trade Area by African 
leaders in 2018 is giving it new momentum. With 
the right balance of audacity and pragmatism, 
regional integration could yield large dividends 
for Africa and the world alike.

Africa must industrialize to diversify away from natural resources and 
create jobs for its fast-growing young population. And by boosting 
intra-continental trade, consumption, and investment, regional 
integration can be a strong vector for improving productivity, building 
manufacturing powerhouses, and developing credible African brands.

Many Liberians may 
die from diseases 

Reaping the Benefits of 
African Economic Integration

By Célestin Monga
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

UNICH – Why has Germany, the land of history-making innovators like Johannes 
Gutenberg and Albert Einstein, not produced high-tech giants like Google, MAmazon, or Facebook? Some blame the stigma associated with failure in 

Germany for discouraging innovative entrepreneurship. Others point to high 
bureaucratic hurdles to starting a business. But there is another, more worrying reason 
why Germany has lost its innovative momentum: its potential pioneers from 
disadvantaged households are not getting the chance to thrive.

According to the OECD, inter-generational earnings elasticity in Germany stands at 
about 50%, meaning that if person A’s parent earned double what person B’s parent 
earned, person A will earn, on average, 50% more than person B. With such persistent 
earnings differentials across generations, Germany has one of the lowest rates of inter-
generational mobility in the OECD – where the average elasticity is 38% – and it seems to 
be declining.

Low rates of intergenerational mobility in the advanced economies often correspond to 
high rates of income inequality. What Princeton University economist Alan Krueger has 
called the “Great Gatsby curve” illustrates the connection between concentration of 
income in one generation and the ability of those in the next generation to move up the 
economic ladder.

In the United States, as high levels of income inequality – and the concomitant 
inequality of opportunity – impede inter-generational economic mobility, the country’s 
pool of potential innovators is shrinking. In groundbreaking recent research – The 
Opportunity Atlas: Mapping the Childhood Roots of Social Mobility – Harvard economist 
Raj Chetty and his coauthors use Big Data to demonstrate this phenomenon – and the 
massive costs it implies.

Based on data about 1.2 million inventors and their parents – covering education, test 
scores, and earnings – the study showed that 8.3 children per thousand from the top 1% 
of households (in terms of income) become inventors. For below-median-income 
households, that figure drops to just 0.84 children per thousand.

This is not because children from high-income families are more gifted. According to 
The Opportunity Atlas, for every 1,000 third graders from higher-income households 
(the top 20% of earners) who score in the 90th percentile in mathematics, seven become 
inventors. Among children from lower-income households (the bottom 80%), that rate 
drops to just three in 1,000.

Of course, income is not the only determining factor. Only about two high-scoring girls 
per 1,000 become inventors, compared to six boys per 1,000. Race also has an effect, 
with black and Latino children, for example, being less likely than their white peers to 
become inventors.

What lies at the root of these differences? The Opportunity Atlas shows that 
communities with higher patent rates produce many more inventors per 1,000 children. 
But this is not because children of inventors somehow inherit a natural aptitude for 
innovation.

Instead, the answer may lie in exposure to innovation during childhood. Chetty and his 
colleagues found that the experience of seeing innovation happen is enough to spur 
children to innovate themselves. Their research also indicates that, if girls were 
exposed to stories of female inventors to the same extent that boys are exposed to 
those of male inventors, the gender gap in innovation would fall by half.

The economic implications of these findings are profound. The Opportunity Atlas 
estimates that, if women, minorities, and children from low-income families invented 
at the same rate as high-income white men, the innovation rate in the US would 
quadruple.

In Germany, income inequality is lower than in the US, and Germany offers free 
education for all, including at the tertiary level – a powerful social equalizer. But 
Germany’s rate of social mobility remains lower than that of the US – and the country is 
paying the price.In one recent survey, German entrepreneurs cited a lack of relevant 
talent as a major hindrance to start-up activity.

Clearly, Germany must do a better job of fostering innovative talent in its young people 
of all socioeconomic backgrounds, races, and genders. Judging by the findings of The 
Opportunity Atlas, this can be achieved through, say, tailored mentoring and internship 
programs that increase children’s exposure to innovation.

As it stands, Germany’s efforts to boost innovation focus on new tax incentives for 
research and development. But shaving a few percentage points from the taxes paid by 
leading inventors – who earn more than $1 million per year, on average – is unlikely to 
have an appreciable impact on their behavior. If the talent pool remains limited, tax 
incentives to promote innovation are more likely simply to increase the earnings of 
those who are already innovating, rather than increase the overall number of 
innovations.

Compounding this effect is the fact that it becomes more challenging to reach new 
frontiers as the total amount of knowledge grows. According to one estimate, producing 
the same amount of new knowledge today as 80 years ago requires some 20 times the 
number of researchers.

This implies that if Germany – or any country – is to reach its innovative potential, it will 
need a people-focused strategy. And that strategy must emphasize equality of 
opportunity and exposure to innovation, especially among the highest-scoring children.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 

O-pedO-pedO-ped

ERLIN – The clock is ticking toward March 29 and the United Kingdom’s exit 
from the European Union. Whether Brexit turns out to be “soft” or “hard,” Bthe UK is set to endure a bout of severe economic turbulence. But Britain has 

survived much larger crises and will overcome this one at some point. For me, the 
real question is what Brexit means for the future of Europe.

The “European Idea” will almost certainly survive. The EU will not shatter in the 
wake of Brexit, and it will overcome the economic fallout from the UK’s departure. 
But Brexit will damage Europe’s role in the world in a way that we Europeans 
currently seem unable to grasp. The recent decision by US President Donald Trump’s 
administration to downgrade the diplomatic status of the EU mission in Washington 
was perhaps a taste of things to come.

The geopolitical background against which Brexit is taking place cannot be 
discounted and may play a big part in determining its impact on the EU. The most 
salient fact is that the world’s political and economic balance of power is shifting 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific – a trend that cannot be blamed only on populists 
such as Trump. It was, after all, President Barack Obama who spoke of the US as a 
Pacific rather than an Atlantic country, whereas his predecessors had always spoken 
of the US as a “transatlantic” actor. While we may live today in a “G-Zero” world 
with no single power assuming global responsibility, tomorrow may bring a G-2 
world in which the US and China compete for global dominance.

Europeans – and here I include the British – face the question of whether (and how) 
we will maintain our sovereignty between these new, rival power centers. With the 
possible exception of climate policies, Europe is already a spectator on most global 
conflicts and issues. These include the looming resumption of the nuclear-arms 
race that Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin appear hellbent on pursuing, 
as well as the violent turmoil in the Middle East. Rather than turning to Europe in 
the face of Trump’s announced withdrawal of US forces from Syria, the rebel groups 
fighting President Bashar al-Assad, apparently for the values of freedom and 
democracy, are looking instead to Russia and Turkey.

After Brexit, we may find ourselves in a more perilous state, because the world will 
look at Europeans as even greater weaklings. Unable to get our own act together 
and frame our interests, our efforts to convince others of our worldview appears 
quixotic. What’s more, with Brexit, the EU will lose a member with centuries-old 
diplomatic networks, an economic powerhouse, and a nuclear power with a first-
class military.

All this should be reason enough to use the remaining weeks until March 29 (and 
perhaps beyond) to seek compromises that may limit the damage from Brexit. 
Clearly, the odds are stacked against success. For most of the Labour opposition, 
Europe is far less important than toppling Prime Minister Theresa May. Many of the 
ruling Tories, meanwhile (and some within Labour, too, unfortunately), will reach 
their Brexit objective by doing nothing. And a parliamentary majority for a 
negotiated “soft” Brexit looks unlikely, because this would leave the UK’s future 
fully in the EU’s hands when negotiating the terms of remaining in the single 
market.

What, then, should Europeans do? It may be factually correct to point out with a 
shrug of our shoulders that the UK put itself into this position, owing to the feckless 
behavior of its political elite. But this stance helps no one. Not only the British 
population, but Europe as a whole, will suffer the consequences of Brexit. To reach 
a solution that keeps the UK as close as possible to the EU, all Europeans must 
recognize that what happens on March 29 matters to all of us.

More specifically, European social democratic parties should reach out to Labour 
and its Euroskeptic leader Jeremy Corbyn. German conservatives and liberals, 
together with French President Emmanuel Macron, must reach out to the Irish 
government regarding the possible consequences of a hard Brexit, namely a hard 
border between Ireland and Northern Ireland, and a resurgence of violence on the 
island. Preventing this was the aim of the “backstop” in May’s withdrawal 
agreement with the EU, which the British Parliament emphatically rejected on 
January 15.

Europeans also must ask themselves whether we can agree on a better treaty 
between the EU and the UK than we have so far. Perhaps there are other ways to 
reassure Britain that there will be a follow-up treaty acceptable to both sides, 
under which no one is held hostage permanently. And perhaps there is room for 
maneuver on freedom of movement within the EU. After all, not only the British 
government, but also German mayors and town councils want more and better 
instruments to mitigate the impact of migration on our social-security systems. 
Freedom of movement does not exclude management of this freedom.

As the March 29 deadline approaches, the EU should make clear that the clock will 
stop if the UK needs more time. This would be nothing new in international 
negotiations. Even the date for this year’s European Parliament election should not 
be an insurmountable obstacle. It is time for political creativity. Any chance of 
success, however long the odds, must be seized. The price of a chaotic Brexit is too 
high for anyone in Europe to accept blithely.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

Why Brexit Will Damage Europe How Germany Lost its Einsteins

By Dalia MarinBy Sigmar Gabriel

 
 

 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Mohammed A. Foboi 

“Today’s pronouncement has 
rekindled the hope of many young 
persons to have an audible voice 
in the governance of the State and 
inclusive public agenda that has 
youth development at the fulcrum 
of national development. This is a 
massive approval that the 65% of 
our population deserves better 
than the struck off experience 

they have had over the years. The 
national youth act and the act to make all public 
universities and colleges free. The act to establish the 
technical and vocational education commission and 
the act to decriminalize libel, sedition, and criminal 
benevolent against the President, let me say thanks to 
President George Weah for just [the]four legislations 
are enough for the development of the young people.”

 

Titus B. Pakalah Jr.
“I support the National Youth Act 

and other legislations that reflect the 
prospects of Liberian youths in 
national economic recovery process, 
governance and innovation. These 
legislations should not only address 
the ensuing consequences of 
economic inequality, but must point 
out social-gender gap that impedes 
citizens’ access to sensitive justice 
and rule of law. This Act should be 
validated based on people’s rights and 

the enormous effect women, children and the entirety of the 
Liberian people do face, in that moral and state crimes which 
seem prevalent against the poverty-stricken majority are 
ideally referenced to resolution. I support this Act!”

Josiah Trustacious Farr Jr.
“I strong support the 

proposed enactment of the 
much heralded National Youth 
act [that] has over the year 
languished in Committee 
room, subjected to public 
discussion but lagged behind 
in courage by the status quo to 
legislate the youth platform.”

President George Manneh Weah delivered his 2nd Annual Message to the 54th Legislature on 
Monday, 28 January calling for enactment of a National Youth Act  that has  been before the House 
of Representatives for some time now, among other bills still pending before that body.
In this spot-check, the New Dawn solicits views of young people in Monrovia on the proposed legislation by the 
President. 

everal residents of Bong County 
have  expressed  ser ious  Sfrustrations that President 

George Manneh Weah ignored calls for 
the establishment of a War and 
Economic Crimes Court here.

Our correspondent says Liberians in 
Bong Count began expressing their 
frustration following President Weah’s 
Second State of the Nation Address 
delivered on Monday, 28 January at the 
Legislature.

In the address, President Weah 
simply reminded Liberians that the 
peace they enjoy today remains fragile 
and others have made sacrifices for it 
with their resources.

But he downplayed the call to 
establish a War Crimes Court here, in 
spite of a longstanding campaign to 
ensure that people who committed war 

waiting to hear President Weah say 
something about citizens’ calls for the 
establishment of the War and Economic 
Crimes Court.

But to their dismay, the President 
ignored the call.

Many of those concerned about the 
Court took part in a phone-in talk show 

crimes are held to account for their 
actions. Prior to his address on Monday, 
our correspondent says many Liberians 
in the centrally located County were 

program on local radio, KWATEKEH FM 
in Bong County on Tuesday, saying they 
were not motivated by President 
Weah’s address.

A lot of the callers say the address 
did not serve as a motivational factor 
for the improvement of the country 
because President Weah ignored the 
war crimes court issue.

The citizens say the see the 
establishment of the court as a way of 
giving hope to those who were 
victimized during the 14 years of civil 
unrest in the Country.

Apparently due to their frustration 
over the war crimes court issue, some 
of the callers even accuse President 
Weah of not meaning well for the 
Liberian people, claiming that his 
speech created uncertainty among 
Liberians who are yearning for a 
developed country.

The Bong County citizens are urging 
President Weah to act on promises he 
made during the campaign period.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Bong citizens frown at Weah for ignoring 
War Crimes Court 
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong



reveals Management will 
sponsor employees desiring to 
attend college in Liberia and 
seek partnership with foreign 
partners  to underwrite 
financial costs for staffers, 
who are to pursue Master’s 
programs outside the country.

He lauds one international 
partner for recently signing a 
grant for millions United 
States Dollars to support the 
work of the FDA, which will 
reduce pressure being placed 
on the forest of Liberia and 
save the forest ecology.

He notes that there is need 
to train other staff of the 
entity in the area of Timber 
Grading, which is one of the 
k e y  a r e a s  o f  f o r e s t  
management, adding that 
Timber Graders are the people 
grained to distinguish or 
identify the various types of 
logs and their usage.

T h e  F D A  b o s s  a l s o  
announces that a company in 
Grand Bassa County has 
expressed interest in turning 
waste products from logs into 
finished materials that can be 
used here and abroad.

He says when this is done, 

the process  wi l l  create 
opportunity for jobless Liberians 
to get employment and acquire 
professional skills, while 
working.

Meanwhile, Director Doryen 
discloses the Management of the 
FDA is closely working with 
international partners to 
refurbish the Forestry Training 
Institute (FTI) in Bomi County, 
Western Liberia, which he 
describes as an important asset 
to the entity in building its 
human resource capacity. 

The Forestry Development 
Authority is one of the Liberian 
government’s key revenue 
generating entities, but it has 
been plagued by serious 
mismanagement and plundering 
u n d e r  t w o  p r e v i o u s  
administrations, especially the 
era of jailed ex-President 
Charles Ghankay Taylor.

Managing Director C. Mike 
Doryen, is the first head 
appointed to the entity under 
the current administration of 
President George Manneh Weah. 
-Editing by Jonathan Browne

Govt. to arm 
Starts from back page
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CHICO workers embark on go-slow
-Demand decent salary and job protection 

By Joseph Titus Yekeryan 
in Bong

ver 300 workers of 
C h i n a  H e n a n  OI n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Cooperation Group (CHICO) 
are on go- slow in demand of 
the establishment of Workers 
Union, attractive salaries and 
job protection, respectively.

Our correspondent says the 
aggrieved workers were seen 
with placards around the 
compound of the CHICO 
Construction Company along 
the Gbarnga, Palala Highway in 
Bong County chanting slogans: 
“We want worker union, we 
want worker decent salary.”

Addressing reporters at 
CHICO’s compound in Kpaii 
District on Monday 28 January, 
the spokesperson of the 

aggrieved workers Mohammed 
Sheriff stated that their go 
–slow is intended to draw the 
attention of the Ministry of 
Labor, the workers union of 
Liberia and the authority of 
Bong County.

The protesters want these 
groups to help establish a 
workers union at CHICO and to 
also ensure the increment in 
salaries and job protection at 
the Chinese company.

Their spokesman says the 
worker union when established 
will serve as protection of 
workers of the Chinese 
company.

Mohammed Sheriff at the 
same time has fears that the 
Ministry of Labor and members 
of the Legislature here are 
allegedly in the pocket of the 

foreign company operating the 
country.

They however call on 
government to address their 
concerns as laborers at the 
Chinese company operating in 
Bong and other parts of the 
Country.

The protesters outline 
several counts including low 
sa lary;  overt ime work;  
deduction of salaries; lack of 
security, identification cards 
and workers union.

They are also complaining 
about the alleged assaulting of 
some workers by officials of 
the Company, among others.

The company is yet to 
respond to the allegations on 
grounds that its spokesperson 
is absent.

An insider who refused to be 
named has told this paper that 
they will not respond until the 
official spokesperson returns 
to the Country.

When contacted by this 
paper, Bong County Labor 
Commissioner Sayblee Weyea 
says his office recently 
r e c e i v e d  a  w r i t t e n  
communication from CHICO 
workers about their concerns, 
maintaining that they are 
expected to host a planned 
meeting with management of 
the company in an effort to 
address some of the concerns.

He also urges the aggrieved 
workers to remain calm as the 
Ministry works out modalities 
to address the situation.

Commissioner Sayblee 
Weyea warns the aggrieved 
workers to go back to job or 
stand the risk of losing their 
jobs.--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

Integrity needed more in Liberia
-Former PPCC boos stresses

By Winston W. Parley

Ex-Executive Director James Dorbor Jallah 

2019                              

admonish some young people 
on the campus of the United 
Methodist University on how to 
learn to build integrity.

Mr. Jallah says integrity is 
not a ‘one - event thing’ that 
one just prepared for today to 
get tomorrow.

Instead, he notes that 
integrity is something that you 
have to live, even when no one 
is looking at you.

“When you’re taking your 
test, you know, and you don’t 
know the answer don’t look 
[elsewhere for answer], he 
says, adding that you must be 
diligent enough to know that 
you don’t know the answer 
because you didn’t study hard.

A s  f o r  t h o s e  i n  
employments, Mr. Jallah 
further cautions that  if you 
are a janitor, for instance, and 
your daughter needs a ream of 
paper, you shouldn’t take that 
ream of paper from the office 
that is not yours.

Meanwhile, Mr. Jallah says 
he is particularly impressed by 
Accountability Lab’s plan so 
far about Integrity Wall of 
Fame because it will sit in the 
public glare and people will be 

able to see it all the time.
He expresses hope that 

Accountability Lab will continue 
its engagement  with the media 
so that there will be no rest in 
talking about people who are 
idols, doing great things in 
society to inspire more people 
to uphold integrity for the 
benefit of the country.

For his part, Accountability 
Lab Chief Operating Officer 
Anthony K. Selmah says Integrity 
Idol is a flagship project of 
Accountability Lab that tries to 
promote integrity idols.

According to him, most 
Liberians are getting to know 
about integrity idols, and they 
want to keep the engagement.

Mr Selmah says they are going 
to do a lot of outreach, 
announcing plans to reach at 
schools to speak to students at 
universities and high schools, 
among others.

Some of the speakers at the 
p r o g r a m  i n c l u d e  J e a n  
Scrimgear; Rebecca Scotland, a 
2017 Idol from TNIMA and JFK 
and Patrick Gollah, a Janitor 
from the Ministry of Education, 
among others.

the Integrity Award in 2018.
Dur ing  the unvei l ing  

ceremony, Mr. Jallah remarked 
that there is a need for a lot of 

recognition, particularly in the 
public sector for people that 
the public perceive to uphold 
integrity.

He uses the occasion to 
explain how he tried to 

mmediate past Public 
P r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  IConcessions Commission 

(PPCC) Executive Director 
James Dorbor Jallah says 
integrity is needed now more 
than ever in every sphere of 
the Liberian society for the 
benefit of the country.

“And now more than ever, I 
think ... integrity is needed in 
every sphere of our society, 
like my colleague was saying,” 
Mr. Jallah said Wednesday 
morning, 30 January during 
the unveiling of the Integrity 
Wall of Fame for five new Idols 
at Accountability Lab up Carey 
Street.

Each year Accountability 
Lab celebrates five Integrity 
Idols, and they held the 
program on Wednesday to 
unveil the Wall of Fame that 
was created for five new Idols 
inclusive of Mr. Jallah that won 

More headline news   More headline news
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center and farm to market 
road since the team was 
elected by the people. 

However, when the head of 
the forest management team 
was contacted via mobile 

p h o n e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
circumstances surrounding the 
forest, the official’s number 
rang endlessly with no 
response.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

Bassa citizens complain to Weah 
By Emmanuel Mondaye

House to probe aggrieved 
MCSS teachers’ case

By Bridgett Milton

2019                              

 50 man delegation 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  Adifferent groups has 

presented a complaint to 
President George Manneh 
Weah over the status of their 
forest. 

The group presented the 
complaint to President Weah  
on 29 January against the 
elected leadership of the 
Bassa Forest Management 
Team. 

The group comprising 
aggrieved chiefs, elders and 
pro-democracy groups are 
accusing the leadership team 
of allegedly refusing to update 
the citizens on the present 
status of their forest. 

The outcome of  the 
delegation’s meeting with 
Pres ident  Weah at  h i s  
residence on the Robertsfield 
Highway was not known up to 
press time as effort to contact 
the forest management team 
via mobile phone proved 
fruitless. 

A member of the delegation 
Mr. James Gargar told this 
paper that the leadership has 
for the past four years now 
declined to honor several 

invitations and citations to 
appear and provide a clearer 
picture to the people regarding 
the forest. 

According to him, they have 
been finding difficulties to 
negotiate with interested 
foreign investors desirous of 
investing in the rich forest of 
the county simply because the 
management  t eam  ha s  
suspended them. 

Mr. Gargar narrates that the 
forest management team was 
also invited by the County 
Superintendent, youth and 
pro-democracy groupings in 
the county to discuss the issue 
relevant to the forest. 

But he claims that the team 
ignored the invitation, noting 
that the citizens of the county 
who are the owners of the 
forest are being denied the 
opportunity to negotiate with 
foreign partners interested in 
doing forest business in 
Liberia.

According to them, the 
elected forest management 
team has also allegedly refused 
to turn over the forest 
document from the Forestry 
Development Authority (FDA) 
that authorizes the citizens to 
seek investors for the forest. 

Mr. Gargar complains that 
because of the unprofessional 
manner in which the forest 
management  team was  
proceeding, they decided to 
make their position known to 
the government to avoid 
conflict in the area. 

T h e  a l l e g e d  n o n  -  
cooperative attitude being 
displayed by the management 
team is said to leave citizens 
with mixed feelings among the 
Bassa people who have interest 
in giving the forest out to 
potential foreign investor. 

The citizens are saying 
giving out the forest to 
investors would create job 
opportunity for the people, 
especial ly  the youthful  
population. 

Mr. Gargar adds that they 
find difficulties to benefit from 
the forest because those who 
were elected to manage the 
affairs of the forest have 
allegedly shown no interest to 
update them about progress 
being made to have investors 
to manage the forest. 

The aggrieved residents say 
they are not benefiting from 
any development initiative 
including school, clinic, safe 
drinking water, recreation 

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives has Ti n s t r u c t e d  i t s  

committee on Ways, Means 
and Finance and Education to 
look into the case of some 
aggrieved teachers of the 
Monrovia Consolidated School 
System (MCSS) for salary 
adjustment and report to 
plenary within two weeks.

A petition statement was 
signed by the Chairman of the 
organization Augustine N. 
Nyormui and the Secretary 
General Emmanuel M. Dickson 
t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives. 

The statement notes that 
teachers in every society serve 
as the fulcrum upon which the 
entire state rest, and Liberia is 
of no exception. 

The aggrieved teachers 
indicate in the petition that 
they continue to demonstrate 
this pivotal role in the 
rebuilding process of Liberia. 

According to them, their 
authorities have politicized 
the education profession 
simply because of self 
interest, thereby undermining 
quality education at the 
expense of trained and 
qualified teachers. 

On account of such claims, 
the aggrieved teachers call on 
the Legislature to allot 
resources through the Ministry 
of Finance and Development 
Planning, Civil Service Agency 

or the MCSS to adjust and make 
retroactive payments of 
approximately three hundred 
teachers who graduated from 
accredited colleges and 
universities with various 
degrees. 

They complain that salaries 
f o r  t eache r s  i n  t he se  
categories are yet to be 
adjusted in keeping with the 
Education Reform Act of 
Liberia 2011. 

According to the teachers, 
this Act gives right for salary 
payment based on academic 
qualifications and not by 
positions as it is allegedly 
being done currently by 
educational stakeholders.

At the same time, the 
aggrieved MCSS teachers are 
calling on the House of 
Representatives to request 
authorities at the MCSS to 
reinstate dismissed former 
officials of the MCSS Teachers 
Association.

They complain that the 
MCSS Teachers Association 
officials were allegedly 
dismissed due to their 
advocacy

roles for teachers’ welfare 
as was authorized by former 
President Ellen Johnson - 
Sirleaf including current 
President George Manneh 
Weah. --Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

grim the prospects are for this 
economy to recover in the 
foreseeable future.” 

“The President and his 
officials have destroyed 
whatever was left of the 
economy after the Ebola crisis. 
Yet, while you waited to hear 
some meaningful policy 
prescriptions for resuscitating 
the bleeding economy, he said 
noth ing  substant ive  to  
rekindle our hopes, reassure 
businesses, ensure investor’s 
confidence, and once more 
regain the respect of Liberia’s 
bilateral and multilateral 
partners. This is what a serious 
leader would do in difficult 
times,” the parties said in a 
joint statement.

Chairman Edison notes that 
Liberia remains the only 
country in the ECOWAS region 
that is spending less than 20 
percent of its national budget 
on education. 

He says the government’s 
commitment to upgrade the 
education sector is a complete 
lip-service as the personal 
budget of the President and his 
Vice President, including the 
Legislature are far bigger than 
the total budget for education.

S U P  s t r e s s e s  t h a t  
investment in education is 
very low, pointing to lack of 
qualified staff and a student 
loan bill still laying under dusty 
f i l e s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Legislature.

Chairman Edison says SUP 
believes President Weah’s 
pronouncement on tuition-
f r e e d  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  
undergraduates in all public 
universities and colleges is a 
mere publicity stunt, as it 
lacks sustainability plan.

The party laments during 
the President’s first year in 
off ice,  h i s  government 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  n o t h i n g  
substantive to improve the 
livelihood of citizens.

Edison further observes 
since the inception of the CDC-
led government, rape cases 
and sexual based violence 
cases have increased in the 
country, including the Moore 
Than Me sex scandal and other 
abuses that have led to death 
of women and teenagers 
across Liberia, noting that 
sadly, President Weah did not 
say a word on these human 
rights abuses in his Annual 
M e s s a g e .  - E d i t i n g  b y  
Jonathan Browne

the Weah-led government, 
youth unemployment is high, 
n o t i n g  t h a t  p a r t i s a n  
identification card is now the 
primary qualification required 
for employment in the country, 
t h e r e b y  d e p r i v i n g  
professionally qualified and 
c o m p e t e n t  L i b e r i a n s  
opportunity to contribute to 
the growth and development 
of the State.

“In the midst of these 
things, President Weah refused 
to inform the citizens about his 
plans to tackle the collapsing 
economy of the nation;  this is 
a clear demonstration that the 
Pres ident  i s  runn ing  a  
government that is eclipsed by 
innovation scarcity.”

According to him, President 
Weah had promised to move 
L i b e r i a n s  f r o m  b e i n g  
spectators of their economy to 
the position of full players, but 
sadly, he notes, Liberians have 
now become watchmen of 
their own economy while the 
President and his foreign 
friends to milk the wealth of 
the nation.

Relations between SUP and 
the government have not been 
rosy in the past several months 
with persistent criticism from 
the student party leadership, 
wh ich  was  g reeted  by  
suspension of student politics 
at the University of Liberia and 
in all public universities and 
colleges across the country, 
i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  U L  
Administration.

The suspension has been 
greeted with condemnations 
and calls for it to be lifted 
immediately.

Minutes after President 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h  We a h  
delivered his address Monday, 
28 January to members of the 
54 th  Leg i s l a tu re ,  f ou r  
col laborating opposit ion 
political parties here branded 
the President’s Annual Message 
as a “waste of time.”

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
headquarters of the opposition 
Liberty Party in Monrovia, 
immed ia te l y  a f t e r  t he  
President’s address, the 
national chairman of the 
former ruling Unity Party 
Wilmot Paye said the address 
portrays Liberia, a country 
whose economy is already in 
free fall, as being “better”, 
s a y i ng  “obv i ou s l y,  t he  
President just does not care 
about how many of you sleep 
hungry, how many Liberians 
are barely surviving, and how 
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L’Association des survivants des massacres 
veulent un tribunal des crimes de guerre

Procès Gbagbo et Blé Goudé: leurs 
avocats réclament leur libération
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'ancien président de 
Côte d'Ivoire et l'ex-Lleader des Jeunes 

patriotes ont été tous deux 
acquittés le 15 janvier de 
crimes contre l'humanité 
commis lors des violences post-
électorales de 2010-2011. Mais 
ils ne sont pas libres pour 
autant : au lendemain de leur 

jugement, la procureur Fatou 
Bensouda a fait appel pour 
demander leur maintien en 
détention. Ce mardi 29 janvier, 
les avocats de la défense ont 
rendu leur mémoire : ils 
réc lament  la  l ibérat ion  
i m m é d i a t e  d e  l e u r s  
clients.Dans ce document, la 
défense rappelle que Laurent 

Gbagbo et Charles Blé Goudé 
ont été acquittés de crimes 
contre l'humanité, le 15 janvier 
dernier. Ce jugement en fait 
des hommes libres, qui ont le 
droit de se déplacer, poursuit la 
défense. I l  faut des « 
circonstances exceptionnelles 
» pour restreindre leur liberté. 
Or ces conditions ne sont pas 
réunies, insiste la défense.

D'abord parce que cela 
reviendrait à violer les 
principes établis par la 
Convention européenne de 
sauvegarde des droits de 
l'homme.« Risque de fuite » ?

Ensuite, parce que le 
procureur évoque un « risque 
de fuite » en ne s'appuyant que 
sur des hypothèses, sans jamais 
fournir d'éléments concrets, 
souligne la défense.

Critique également de la 
démarche du procureur, qui 
dans son mémoire, soulève des 
« erreurs de droit » commis par 
les juges de première instance. 
Me Emmanuel Altit, l'avocat 
principal de l'ex-président 
ivoirien, demande aux cinq 
juges d'appel de renvoyer le 
dossier à la chambre de 
première instance, pour qu'elle 
se prononce.

massacre.
Jerry Cooper, un habitant 

de Samay, a déclaré que les 
soldats du Front national 
patriotique du Libéria 
(NPFL) avaient lancé une 
attaque sanglante sur 
Gbarnga, dans le comté de 
Bong, pour déloger le 
Conseil libérien pour la paix 
(LPC), une autre faction 
rebelle dirigée par George 
Boley.

D’après Cooper, lors de la 
conquête de la ville de 
Gbarnga, les rebelles se sont 
mis à tuer les habitants de 
S a m a y,  l e s  a c c u s a n t  
d’héberger les soldats du 
LPC.

Les soldats du LPC 
auraient utilisé la route de 
Kokoyah, une route qui passe 
par Samay, pour attaquer 
Gbarnga. Ils auraient ensuite 
utilisé le même chemin pour 
se replier à Grand Bassa 
après que les forces du NPFL 
les ont chassés de Gbarnga. 
«Samay a été victime de ce 
massacre dans la nuit du 27 
octobre 1994, entre 3 heures 
et 4 heures», se souvient 
Cooper.

Les soldats du NPFL ont 
attaqué le village pendant la 
nuit, tirant à l'aveuglette et 
incendiant 22 maisons. Ils 
ont tué 28 personnes. C'était 
terrible.

À la fin de la guerre civile 
en 2003, Samay avait perdu 
41 citoyens dans des lieux 
différents et dans des 
circonstances différentes, 
selon Cooper.

La Commission Vérité et 
Réconciliation (TRC), dans 
son rapport final, répertorie 
les NPFL et LPC dans le 
"Groupe des auteurs de 
v i o l a t i o n s  g r a v e s  e t  
responsables des crimes, des 
violations flagrantes des 
droits de l'homme et des 
violations graves du droit 
h u m a n i t a i r e ,  c r i m e  
économique au Libéria entre 
janvier 1989 et le 14 octobre 
2003.

Aujourd'hui, les habitants 
du comté de Grand Gedeh 
ont élu George Boley comme 
député à la Chambre des 
représentants, et cela a 
toujours été ainsi. Les 
Libériens attribuent aux 
anciens chefs rebelles le 
pouvoir de l'État.

F a t u  To k p a h ,  u n e  
survivante du massacre, a 
été témoin de l'assassinat de 
son mari (Joseph Tokpah), un 

 l ’ i n s t a r  d e  
p l u s i e u r s  Ao r g a n i s a t i o n s  

libériennes qui intensifient 
l’appel en faveur de la 
création d'un tribunal des 
crimes économiques et des 
crimes de guerre commis au 
Libéria, l’Association des 
victimes et des survivants du 
massacre de Samay exigent 
que soient poursuivis les 
auteurs du massacre de 1994 
dont le bilan était 28 morts 
et 22 maisons détruites.

Le massacre en question a 
eu lieu le 27 octobre 1994 et 
aurait été commis par des 
combattants de la Delta 
Force, un détachement du 
Front patriotique national 
du Libéria de l'ancien 
président Charles Taylor qui 
purge actuellement une 
peine de prison de 50 ans en 
Europe.

Les enquêtes ont révélé 
que la plupart de ceux qui 
ont été tués étaient des 
hommes et que certaines 
familles ont été entièrement 
anéanties.

S e l o n  n o t r e  
correspondant, chaque 

souvenir qui lui revient 
encore aujourd'hui. Elle ne 
put retenir ses larmes en 
partageant son expérience 
lors du mémorial.

Selon les survivants, il est 
i m p o r t a n t  q u e  l e  
gouvernement du président 
George Manneh Weah 
s'emploie à mettre en place 
un tribunal des crimes de 
guerre chargé de poursuivre 
les auteurs des crimes 
contre l'humanité.

C e t  a p p e l  t o m b e  
malheureusement dans 
l’oreille de sourde car le 
régime Weah a, au fil du 
temps, indiqué qu’il n’était 
pas opportun de s’attaquer 
aux criminels de guerre, 
invoquant comme prétexte 
la fragilité de la paix au 
Libéria et le manque de 
ressources.

L e s  s u r v i v a n t s  d u  
massacre se disent toujours 
traumatisés par la situation 
et estiment qu'ils ne seront 
satisfaits que si un tribunal 
des crimes de guerre est 
établi au Libéria.

« Nous devons demander 
justice pour ceux qui ont été 
tués à cet endroit », a 
d é c l a r é  à  n o t r e  
c o r r e s p o n d a n t  N o w a i  
Gotolo, une veuve âgée de 
52 ans, dont le mari a été 
tué.

S e l o n  n o t r e  
correspondant, un autre 
massacre a également eu 
lieu à Kpamue. Celui-ci 
aurait été commis par les 
Forces de défense de Lofa 
(LDF) pendant la guerre 
civile. Le chef du village a 
indiqué que les soldats de 
LDF ont pénétré dans le 
village et ont tué plus de 10 
personnes, dont beaucoup 
d'hommes et deux femmes 
enceintes. 

« À ce moment-là, nous 
n'avions pas pu enterrer ceux 
qui ont été tués car nous 
nous étions tous échappés 
pour sauver notre vie », a 
déclaré M. Galatokpah. « Les 
soldats nous ont attachés au 
centre du village. Je faisais 
par t ie  des  personnes  
capturées dans le village et, 
à ce moment-là, toute ma 
famille s'était échappée. Ils 
ont tué tous mes amis et 
même les deux femmes 
enceintes, mais j'ai réussi à 
m'échapper en faisant le 
mort lors de la longue 
fusillade des soldats », a 
conclu M. Galatokpah.

année des proches des 
victimes, les survivants et les 
habitants du village où le 
massacre a eu lieu se 
rassemblent autour d'une 
fosse commune pour saluer la 
mémoire des victimes qui y 
sont enterrées.

Lors de la manifestation 
d e  c e t t e  a n n é e ,  l e s  
participants ont déclaré que 
cet événement atroce était 

encore gravé dans leur 
mémoire, même 24 ans plus 
tard.

S u r  u n  m o n u m e n t  
marquant le site de la 
sépulture, initié par les 
citoyens et amélioré par la 
suite grâce à une subvention 
de l’OSIWA (Open Society 
Initiative), les gens se sont 
mis à pleurer en écoutant un 
r e f l e t  h i s t o r i q u e  d u  

FrançaisFrançais
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Pour l'intégration économique de l'Afrique

Par Célestin Monga
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BIDJAN – C'est en 1957, sous la direction de 
Kwame Nkrumah, que le Ghana est devenu le Apremier pays africain à devenir indépendant. 

Néanmoins en 1966, lorsqu'il a été renversé par un 
coup d'Etat, peu de ses concitoyens ont regretté son 
régime. Pourtant un aspect de son héritage reste 
pertinent jusqu'à aujourd'hui et mérite d'être pris 
en considération.

Nkrumah était un leader visionnaire et 
charismatique qui voulait moderniser le Ghana et 
visait à l'unité politique de l'Afrique, son idée 
centrale. Il voulait intégrer le continent et créer les 
Etats-Unis d'Afrique. Mais il s'est engagé dans des 
projets coûteux qui ont conduit à une dette 
étrangère et à des déficits insoutenables, sans 
toutefois créer beaucoup d'emplois. La contraction 
économique a entraîné de nombreux troubles à 
travers le pays et une perte de crédibilité de l'idée 
d'intégration africaine, ainsi que la chute de son 
célèbre conseiller économique, le futur prix Nobel 
W. Arthur Lewis.

L'intuition de Nkrumah quant à l'intérêt potentiel de 
l'intégration africaine reposait sur un raisonnement 
économique fiable, mais qu'il n'a pas réussi à 
formuler de manière convaincante. Avec 16 pays 
enclavés, l'Afrique est le plus morcelé de tous les 
continents. Plus du trois-quarts des pays africains 
comptent moins de 30 millions d'habitants et la 
moitié d'entre eux ont un PIB inférieur à 10 milliards 
de dollars. Aussi, la petite taille de beaucoup de 
pays africains et la fragmentation des marchés 
intérieurs qui en résulte conduisent-elles à des 
"déséconomies" d'échelle qui freinent le 
développement.

Après le renversement de Nkrumah, d'autres 
dirigeants africains ont repris son projet de 
construction des Etats-Unis d'Afrique, basé sur 
l'Organisation de l'unité africaine (OUA). Cette 
dernière a adopté par la suite un ensemble de 
traités destinés à faire de l'intégration économique 
une réalité. Elle a aussi décidé en 1991 la création 
de la Communauté économique africaine. En 2002 
l'OUA a été remplacée par l'Union africaine. Dans le 
cadre de cette Union, les chefs d'Etat et de 
gouvernement africains ont créé un grand nombre 
d'institutions régionales et ont adopté en 2015 
l'Agenda 2063 pour faire un pas vers les Etats-Unis 
d'Afrique qu'ambitionnait Nkrumah.

Malheureusement, des organes économiques 
régionaux aux prérogatives redondantes et aux 
mandats parfois contradictoires forment un méli-
mélo d'institutions sans grande autorité et sans 
grande capacité d'analyse. Dans ce contexte, 
l'intégration africaine n'est qu'une vague promesse 
dans la bouche de dirigeants qui n'y sont pas 
particulièrement favorables.

Certains chercheurs mettent en doute l'objectif de 
l'intégration. Tous ensemble, les pays africains ne 
représentent que 3% du PIB mondial, et leur pouvoir 
d'achat reste faible. Dans ces conditions, pourquoi 
consacrer des ressources financières limitées à 
construire des infrastructures coûteuses destinées à 
intégrer le continent ? La création d'un marché 
unique africain est sans doute un objectif louable, 
mais il ne doit pas détourner l'attention des 
dirigeants de l'avantage potentiel considérable que 
représenterait pour l'Afrique son intégration à 
l'économie mondiale.

Une nouvelle étude de la Banque africaine de 
développement montre, preuves à l'appui, que ces 
deux objectifs ne sont pas incompatibles - ils 
pourraient même se renforcer l'un l'autre. Cette 
étude examine également l'intérêt potentiel de 

mesures prises à l'échelle régionale telles que la 
coordination des cadres de gouvernance financière, la 
mise en commun des sources d'énergie,  l'ouverture du 
transport aérien à la concurrence et l'ouverture des 
frontières à libre circulation des personnes, des biens 
et des services.

L'étude montre également que la suppression des 
frontières en Afrique, notamment pour la production 
agricole et industrielle, serait la base d'un marché 
africain compétitif à l'échelle mondiale. Elle 
permettrait des économies d'échelle aux 
investisseurs, aboutirait à la création de marchés bien 
plus vastes et offrirait de nouvelles opportunités aux 
entreprises. Elle aiderait aussi à se débarrasser des 
positions de monopole et favoriserait le 
désenclavement des pays ne disposant pas d'un accès 
maritime.

L'intégration pourrait améliorer la sécurité régionale, 
car l'accroissement des échanges commerciaux 
internationaux s'accompagne souvent d'une 
diminution des conflits. Une intégration plus 
approfondie en ce qui concerne les biens, les services 
d'infrastructure et les principaux facteurs de 
production (la main d'œuvre et le capital) est cruciale 
pour les petites économies fragmentées d'Afrique, 
tant sur le plan économique que stratégique.

Dans un monde où 60% des échanges commerciaux se 
font dans le cadre des chaînes de valeur mondiales, 
l'Afrique ne doit pas se limiter à la production de 
matières premières, mais s'industrialiser afin de créer 
des emplois pour sa population jeune en croissance 
rapide. Encourageant le commerce intercontinental, 
la consommation et les investissements, l'intégration 
régionale peut constituer un moyen efficace pour 
améliorer la productivité, stimuler le développement 
économique et créer des marques africaines 
crédibles. Un régionalisme africain ouvert pourrait 
aussi favoriser l'intégration des petites et moyennes 
entreprises aux chaînes de valeur internationales, ce 
qui leur ouvrirait la porte des marchés mondiaux.

Cinq mesures commerciales pourraient notamment 
accroître le PIB du continent de 4,5%, soit 134 
milliards de dollars par an - presque autant que le 
montant total de l'aide publique au développement 
reçue par l'Afrique en 2017 :

1) La suppression de toutes les taxes douanières 
bilatérales ;

2) La règle du pays d'origine (pour déterminer l'origine 
d'un produit) doit rester simple, flexible et 
transparente ;

3) Les barrières non tarifaires appliquées aux biens et 
services doivent être supprimées sur la base de la 
"nation la plus favorisée" ;

4) L'Accord sur la facilitation des échanges de l'OMC 
doit être appliqué de manière à réduire le temps de 
passage aux frontières et le coût des transactions 
associées aux mesures non-tarifaires ;

5) Les barrières tarifaires et non-tarifaires appliquées 
aux autres pays en développement doivent être 
réduites de 50% sur la base de la "nation la plus 
favorisée".

Le socle économique du rêve de Nkrumah est plus fort 
que ce que l'on a pu croire. L'adoption l'année dernière 
de la zone de libre-échange continentale africaine par 
les dirigeants africains lui donne un nouvel élan. Avec 
le bon équilibre entre audace et pragmatisme, 
l'intégration régionale pourrait se révéler très 
avantageuse pour l'Afrique et pour le reste du monde.

FrançaisFrançais

 peine 24 heures après 
l’adresse annuelle à la Ànation prononcée par le 

président George M. Weah 
d e v a n t  l ’ A s s e m b l é e  
législative libérienne, le 
Centre pour la transparence 
et la responsabilité du Libéria 
(CENTAL), une organisation 
non gouvernementale qui 
lutte contre la corruption, 
s’est dit déçu par le fait que 
le Libéria ait eu un score de 
32 dans l’indice de la 
perception de la corruption, 
classant le pays parmi les plus 
mauvais d’Afrique de l’Ouest.
Dans son discours de deux 
heures, le Président a 
clairement gardé le silence 
sur la corruption. Il ne s’est 
contenté que de dire à 
l’option nationale que tout 
fonctionnaire soupçonné 
d'être impliqué dans la 
disparition présumée des 16 
milliards de dollars libériens 
porterait tout le poids de la 
loi.
L’indice de la perception de la 
corruption (IPC) a été créé en 
1995 et vise à mesurer la 
perception de la corruption 
dans le secteur public dans 
les pays et territoires du 
monde entier.
S'exprimant mardi lors d'une 
conférence de presse à 
Monrovia, le directeur 
e x é c u t i f  d e  C E N TA L ,  
Anderson Miamen, a indiqué 
qu'en Afrique, seuls quelques 
pays ont obtenu de bons 
résultats, il s’agit notamment 
des Iles Seychelles (66), du 
Botswana (61), du Cap-Vert 
(57) et du Rwanda (56), ainsi 
que du Sénégal (45), de 
l’Afrique du Sud (43) et du 
Ghana (41). Les pays les 
moins performants sont la 
Guinée (28), la Sierra Leone 
(30) et le Libéria avec un 
score de 32.
CENTAL s’est dit inquiet car la 
majorité des pays évalués ont 
fait peu ou pas de progrès, y 
compris le Libéria, qui figure 
parmi les pays ayant perdu le 
plus de point. Depuis 2012, le 
Libéria a perdu 9 points (de 41 
en 2012 à 32 points en 2018. 
Selon lui, le Libéria occupe le 
120eme rang sur 180 pays 
ciblés.
Par ailleurs l’ONG demande 
aux responsables des trois 
pouvoirs de l’Etat de déclarer 
leurs avoirs comme l’exige le 
Code de conduite. Elle 
appelle également à un audit 
complet  de l 'ancienne 
administration pour s'assurer 
que les personnes qui ont 
détourné des ressources 
publiques sont identifiées et 
poursuivies. Elle a aussi 
insisté sur la nécessité de 

garantir l'indépendance et le 
dynamisme des institutions 
anti-corruption en leur 
fournissant un soutien moral, 
f inancier et logistique 
complet pour fonctionner 
efficacement. 
L’Indice de perception de la 
corruption (IPC) 2018, publié 
p a r  T r a n s p a r e n c y  
International, révèle que 
l’incapacité chronique de la 
plupart des pays à contrôler 
efficacement la corruption 
est un facteur qui contribue à 
la crise de la démocratie dans 
le monde.
D’après Patricia Moreira, 
directrice générale de 
Transparency International : 
« Alors que de nombreuses 
institutions démocratiques 
sont menacées à travers le 
monde – souvent par des 
dirigeants qui s’inscrivent 
d a n s  u n e  t e n d a n c e  
autoritaire ou populiste –, 
nous devons redoubler 
d’efforts pour renforcer les 
freins et contrepoids et 
protéger les droits des 
citoyens. La corruption 
effrite la démocratie et 
produit un cercle vicieux en 
sapant les institutions 
démocratiques. En effet, plus 
ces institutions sont faibles, 
moins elles sont en mesure de 
contrôler la corruption. »
L’IPC 2018 s’appuie sur 13 
enquêtes et évaluations 
d’experts pour mesurer la 
corruption du secteur public 
dans 180 pays et territoires, 
en attribuant à chacun un 
s c o r e  a l l a n t  de  z é r o  
(fortement corrompu) à 100 
(très peu corrompu).
Plus des deux tiers des pays 
ont un score inférieur à 50, le 
score moyen se situant 
seulement à 43. Depuis 2012, 
seuls 20 pays, dont l’Estonie 
et la Côte d’Ivoire, ont 
considérablement amélioré 
leur score, et 16 ont 
sensiblement régressé, parmi 
lesquels l’Australie, le Chili 
et Malte.
Le Danemark et la Nouvelle-
Zélande arrivent en tête de 
l’Indice avec respectivement 
88 et 87 points. La Somalie, le 
Soudan du Sud et la Syrie sont 
au bas de l’échelle avec 10, 
1 3  e t  1 3  p o i n t s ,  
respectivement. La région 
ayant obtenu le score le plus 
élevé est celle de l’Europe 
occidentale et de l’Union 
européenne, avec un score 
moyen de 66, tandis que les 
régions enregistrant les 
scores les plus faibles sont 
l’Afrique (avec une moyenne 
de 32), l’Europe de l’Est et 
l’Asie centrale (avec une 
moyenne de 35).
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GOVERNANCE IN LIBERIA HAS BECOME A QUAGMIRE HANDWRITING 
HAS BEEN ON THE WALL THROUGHOUT THE YEARS: PERISCOPING 

PAST AND PREVAILING CONDITIONS
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Also, according to Front Page Africa (January 21, 
2019), “Representative Yekeh Kolubah, District #10, 
Montserrado County, on Sunday, January 20 accused the 
Liberian President, George Manneh Weah of being a 
tyrant and dictator”.

In related developments, the Hot Pepper newspaper 
(January 21, 2019) declared that “the management of 
Monrovia City Corporation under the (youthful) 
leadership (as Mayor) of Jefferson Koijee, is slowly 
becoming overwhelmed with the huge mountain of 
garbage across the city. Touring downtown Monrovia 
over the weekend, the Hot Pepper observed stockpiles 
of garbage or the huge presence of both solid and liquid 
wastes on major street corners. On Front Street, Old 

thRoad, 12  Street, Clay Street, Center Street, Randall 
Street, and Soniwein, garbage is threatening the health 
of many people in the city”.

Moreover, the New Democrat newspaper (January 21, 
2019) reported that “The National Social Security and 
Welfare Corporation (NASSCORP) is being operated 
outside the scope of its investment mandate and stands 
the apparent risk of not paying citizens who have been 
saving with the entity for good life after retirement. This 
is the financial report by the General Auditing 
Commission (GAC). In its September, 2018 audit of 
NASSCORP's financial statements revealed that 
NASSCORP paid out millions of US dollars to dormant, 
none-exiting organizations”.

We wrote earlier that this socio-economic and political 
quagmire is “a uniquely familiar feature in the political 
history of Liberia”. It arises from and comes in many 
forms – Liberia's distinctive mixture of African and 
Western socio-cultural, economic, religious and 
political traditions. Out of these traditions evolved 
and is evolving the Liberian political play – of political 
governance - with special political flavor and behavior 
with a cast of political characters or actors, consisting 
of: 

1) Group A is the elite citizens who were 
Candidates for President of Liberia during the 
past general elections out of which emerged 
King George Weah as President, an indigenous, 
Monrovia enclave, Slum/Ghetto dweller;  

2) Group B is the nation's Body Politic (the voters), 
majority of which is now in Monrovia, trapped 
in City's enclaves, the highly over-populated 
Slum/Ghettos; unemployed, poor, uneducated, 
hungry and angry, but elected King George 
Weah President; and 

3) Group C, the powerful Nation Elections 
Commission (NEC), political Referee of the 
Electoral Process, but controlled/manipulated 
by the Nation's Presidents for the election of 
the powerful, Chief Executives who are the 
same presidents. It is important to note that 

within the Liberian political culture is found 
monopolized the universal vice of corruption - 
dishonesty, graft, greed, thievery, lies, 
jealousies and inordinate quest for political 
power and the wealth perceived to be 
associated with such power. With this 
condition, we present the following 
characteristics of Liberia's Political Groups:

Group A, the ruling Political Class 
Until after the April 12, 1980 Event, this group of the 
political class was wholly-monolithic - 100% Western 
tradition – bow-tied, top-hatted, tails, “Botany 
500/Brooks Brother's suits, American fashion plates; 
Masonic Craft; and informed/educated with Christian 
Religion. Because of its western education, this group 
monopolized political power, administrative and 
economic, rigidly centralized and vested in an 
imperial presidency, domiciled in and dispensed from 
the Executive Mansion, Monrovia, with Unitary 
System of Government and Governance written in the 
nation's Constitution in 1847. 

The groups' political competition of Political Parties was 
the Republican (RP), light-skinned, African-Americans 
who held political power for 23 years against the True 
Whig (TWP), dark-skinned, also African-Americans who, 
also, held political power exclusively for 110 years (for 
a combined total of 133 years) with unwritten, but duly 
accepted, practiced and enforced rule of indigenous 
exclusion from political participation since 1847.  

Group B, the Nation's Body Politic
This group is not only the nation's corporate political 
body, but also, the overwhelming majority of the 
voting-age citizens of the population, 100% indigenous 
African tradition with African, Muslim-Islamist and 
Christian Religions. The majority of this group is rural 
village dwellers, less educated and un-informed on the 
dynamics of politics, especially voting rights and the use 
of these rights to secure community and individual 
benefits. Indigenous citizens, including its 
increased/increasing, western-educated elites, were 
systematically denied participation in political affairs 
for 133 years until and after the April 12, 1980 event. 

Now, there has been, and continues to be,  irony in the 
Liberian politics; in that, this increasing western-
educated indigenous elites or tribal citizens haven 
become emerged/emerging political class joined 
political union with the western, political 
traditionalists in exploiting the unfortunate, un-
informed and un-educated condition of their parents 
and extended relations for personal gain & benefits. 
They (indigenous, emerged/emerging political class) 
form and manage its own political parties, not along 
traditional, conventionally-recognized and accepted 
lines, but along ethnic/tribal lines.  The result has 
been, and is, that in this small country of less than 4 
million and some 17 ethnic/tribal groups, there are 
twenty-something political parties (and counting) 
which, statistically, is more than one political party per 
ethnic/tribal group, simply because every indigenous 

“politician” wants to be “Standard Bearer” of a 
political party and, eventually, president of Liberia, but 
a the-then statistical, legal impossibility.

Moreover, our African Ethnic/Tribal Bigotry, the socio-
cultural and political dogma of the African Traditional 
Society, grounded on fear, suspicion, jealousy, rivalry, 
discrimination/segregation and, also, rooted deeply in 
myths, superstitions and antagonism bordering on 
hate which, often, leads to tribal wars, the unfortunate 
traditional pattern of behavior still present in our 
“Modern Society” and plays a very important role.  In 
fact, this tradition permeates, almost, every aspect of 
our lives - housing, schooling, courtship & marriage, 
employment, job security, advancement, business 
and related relationships and interactions. 

 Furthermore and importantly, the majority of Liberia's 
Body Politic (or the voting-age citizens) is in the City of 
Monrovia, forced into the city's over-populated 
Slums/Ghettos as economic and political “rural-to-
urban” migrants. “These citizens, we reported 
earlier, are un-informed, un-educated, unemployed, 
poor, often sick, but without healthcare”, sell their 
votes for meagre Liberian dollars and bags of 
imported rice for survival, with lappas, political party 
caps and T-shirts. They are the voters who elected 

George Weah President. 

Group C, the National Elections Commission (NEC)
This group, the referee and lawful manager of the 
Electoral Process that determines the most powerful 
executive in the land, is seen by Liberians as being 
manipulated and controlled by political parties in 
power. The recent, unusual and un-ceremonial 
resignation of a Chairman of the NEC and un-announced 
departure from the country while in the midst of 
several allegations of electoral fraud is a case in 
point. In fact, it is proven that the current Chairman of 
the Commission is not only citizen of a foreign country, 
but also, permitted several individuals who are foreign 
citizens to campaign as candidates for the National 
Legislature (some were successful), an act which is 
patently illegal. For these and many dubious others, it is 
reasonable for the Liberian people to have no confidence 
in the National Elections Commission.

Government & Governance
The Liberian Daily Press of our times Chronicled the 
historical, gradual and increasingly- cumulative system 
of Liberia's Political Governance, a condition which is 
finally climaxed into social-cultural, economic and 
political quagmire, now prevailing, in which we, 
Liberians, find ourselves.
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he Government of 
Liberia is expected to Thold a two-day high-

levels business meeting in the 
North-western city of Gompa, 
Nimba County to address 
pressing issues facing the 
country’s business climate.

The World Bank’s latest 
report on doing business in 
Liberia paints a grey picture 
about the country’s business 
climate. According to the Bank 
for an example, it takes an 
average three years to file a 
complaint and get redress in 
an insolvency case. 

The cost required to 
recover a debt, the World 
Bank’s report continues, also 
appeared to be burdensome 
for creditors due to the high 
cost of different forms of legal 
fees which among others 
include attorneys’ fees, and 
administrators’ fees. 

The Bank further reports 
that the availability of data on 
borrowers as well as other 
firms are not easily accessible 
thereby making it difficult for 
lending agency to conduct due 
diligence. 

The high-level business 
meeting is expected to bring 
together the heads of the 
country’s three branches of 
government-President George 
We a h ,  S p e a k e r  Bh o f a l  
Chambers and Chief Justice 

October last year, President 
Weah constituted the Business 
Climate Working Group for the 
purpose of identifying and 
reso lv ing  some of  the  
chal lenges  inhib it ing a  
business-friendly environment 
in the Country. Since then, the 
group has held several high 
levels and technical meetings 
to identify ‘quick wins’ to 
some of these constraints.  

It is against this back drop 
that the Business meeting is 
being held to explore evolving 
challenges and prospects of 
Liberia business environment 

Archbishop Winker’s insults 
and pronounced “curses” were 
not simply directed at the 
President’s critics and political 
opponents. Instead, it was also 
an assault on Freedom.

Paye notes that religion 
leaders mission have always 
been to give people hope in 
times of difficulties and pains, 
adding; the Islamic Community 
has been outspoken against 
evil and ills in the society.

“They expose ills and help 
to direct the nation and its 
people toward a morality that 
recognizes their plight and 
identifies with them in their 
sufferings. Liberians of all 
walks of life value their 
contributions,” he notes.

H e  s a y s  w h i l e  t h e  
government was celebrating 
the ‘looting’ of Liberia in 
disregard for the sufferings 
Liberians have endured under 
the President’s watch, the man 
of God  and one of the spiritual 
advisors of the President chose 
t o  i n s u l t  L i b e r i a n ’ s   
intelligence and abuse the 
moral sanctity of the nation.

He adds that there are 
many genuine Christian 
preachers, saying “They are on 
bended knees praying for 
Liberia. The Liberian clergy 
has always spoken out against 
societal ills. We value their 
courage to stand for the truth 
and with the suffering masses, 
as the Bible demands of 

message failed to address this 
grave matter. In fact, he owes 
the religious community and 
the entire citizenry apologies 
for undermining the principle 
of separation of religion and 
state,” Paye argues.

 The parties in their joint 
statement further reminded 
the Liberian people, “They will 
continue to celebrate a further 
d i smemberment  of  the  
economy. They have nothing to 
offer you. They do not care if 
your children drop out of 
school because you cannot 
afford to pay their fees. They 
do not care if hospitals and 
clinics are empty of medicines 
and have therefore become 
temporary funeral homes 
rather than being treatment 
centers. They just do not and 
will not care.” -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Francis Korkpor, as well as 
Liberia’s Bank for Development 
President John Davis among 
several senior and local 
government officials and 
dignitaries.

The meeting which is 
scheduled to be held from 
February 1- 2, 2019, is 
expected to be chaired by 
F i n a n c e ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Planning Minister Samuel 
Tweah, who also doubles as the 
Chair of the Business Working 
Group constituted by President 
Weah in October 2018.

It could be recalled on in 

office last week, the President 
listened as one of his religious 
advisors hurled insults at those 
who disagree with the way the 
government has wrongly 
conducted the affairs of the 
State so far.

The stamen read by the 
Chairman of the former ruling 
Unity Party Wilmot Paye, 
recalls that the event was held 
in a church founded, owned 
and operated by Archbishop 
Isaac Winker, a close relative of 
the President who also serves 
o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  
government-owned John F. 
Kennedy Medical Center.

According to the statement, 
them.” 

Paye points out that the 
Const i tut ion  of  L iber ia  
prohibits the establishment of 
any State religion, and that’s 
why the opposition condemn 
the President’s decision to 
establish what, evidently, 
looks like a desperate move to 
regiment the entire machinery 
of Government toward his 
[President Weah’s] unclear 
religious beliefs, warning that 
“Sooner or later public officials 
and civil servants will be 
intimidated and their true 
‘loyalty’ questioned if they do 
not subscribe to the President’s 
religious beliefs.

“ A n y  t h e o l o g y  t h a t  
encourages the president to 
establish his own religion 
(whether church or mosque) 
while he is yet in office violates 
the Liberian constitution. His 

our col laborating 
political parties here Fhave issued a stinking 

attack against Archbishop Isaac 
Samuel Winker, Founder of the 
Isaac Winker’s Global Dominion 
Christian Fellowship Church for 
condemning Liberians who 
criticize the administration of 
President George Manneh 
Weah.

The opposition Unity Party 
(UP), Liberty Party (LP), 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) and the All Liberian Party 
(ALP) in a joint statement here 
note as President Weah and his 
officials celebrated one year in 

filing of a complaint to a final 
ruling by the Supreme Court. 
Some of the factor responsible 
for the prolong delay can be 
attributed to the lack of 
automation system as well as 
publication of judgment and 
case management.

Minster Tweah stated that 
the expected outcomes of the 
two-day meeting which is 
expected to bring together 
members  of  the  three 
branches of government will 
focus on finding solutions to 
these challenges and not 
restating the already existing 
problems.  “We are hopeful 
that with the assembly of legal 
e x p e r t s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
community, bankers as well as 
members of  the donor 
community including the 
World Bank, UNDP, SIDA, USAID 
and others, this meeting will 
be a success”.

With high level officials of 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  
ministers and directors of 
affected institutions, the 
Speaker and President Pro 
Tempore of the Legislature, 
the Chief Justice, lawyers, 
bankers, the media and civil 
society, the private sector 
including the Liberia Business 
Association, the Liberia 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Patriotic Entrepreneurs of 
Liberia (PATEL), it is expected 
that the outcome will set the 
stage for improving the 
country’s ranking in the World 
Business Report. Not only with 
that, but will also engender a 
business-friendly climate that 
will attract both domestic and 
foreign investments to Liberia.

and develop doable plans and 
s t r a t e g i e s  t o w a r d s  
improvements.

Organizers say the two day 
forum which will be held under 
t h e  t h e m e  “ Re s o l v i n g  
Constraints”, will look at three 
of the World Bank Doing 
Business Indicators: Getting 
Credit, Resolving Insolvency 
and Enforcing Contracts. 

Finance, Development 
Planning Minister Tweah Jr. 
notes that the meeting will 
draw on the experiences of 
experts in the field of banking 
and finance, law, public policy 
and other professions. 

According to a statement 
issued by the organizers, Mr. 
Tweah was further quoted as 
saying “that there was a need 
to understand some of the 
challenges that prevent the 
business community from 
accessing finance, repayment 
of loan by debtors and the slow 
processes involved with the 
court system in the Country. “

The latest World Bank Doing 
Business Report also indicates 
that the fragility or softness of 
the law on foreclosure, 
collateral and disposal of 
debtors’ asset need to be 
further explored in Liberia.

The report further asserted 
that the strength of credit 
reporting systems and the 
effectiveness of collateral and 
bankruptcy laws in facilitating 
lending needed to be looked at 
with a legal and public policy 
eye so as to engender a 
business-friendly climate in 
the Country. A reviewed of the 
report noted that it takes on 
average 1300 days to enforce a 
contract ranging from the 

Pres. Weah Pres. Weah 

Justice KorkporJustice Korkpor

Speaker ChambersSpeaker Chambers

Finance MinisterFinance Minister
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Gov’t holds high level business meeting

Archbishop Winker receives more lashes
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
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he Management of 
t h e  F o r e s t r y  TD e v e l o p m e n t  

Authority is preparing to arm 
45 forest rangers to protect 
the forest of Liberia from 
poachers and intruders.

Deputy Managing Director 
for Operations Joseph J. Tally, 
says arming rangers would 
enable them to effectively 
protect Liberia’s wildlife and 

resident George 
Manneh Weah is still Pbeing bombarded by 

public criticisms against his 
2 n d  A n n u a l  M e s s a g e  
delivered before the 54th 
Legislature on Monday, with 
the latest reaction coming 
from the campus-based 

Vanguard Student Unification 
Party or SUP, at the University 
of Liberia, terming the 
President’s address as a deceit 
to the suffering masses.

SUP Chairman Carlos  
Tingban Edison says the poorly 
scripted and jumble speech 
delivered by President Weah is 
not only a deceit, but an 

affront to prevailing economic 
hardship citizens are faced 
with in the country.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference at the party head 
office on the campus of the 
university on Wednesday, 
3 0 t h  J a n u a r y  
Chairman Edison 
laments that under 

ecosystem.
Speaking in an interview 

with reporters recently, he 
disclosed that rangers have 
already acquired basic training 
on usage of fire arm in every 
concentrated park around the 
country.

 According to him, Liberia is 
among many countries around 
the world that is  blessed with 
huge natural resources, 
including forest that contain 

several species of animals, but 
they lack adequate security, 
which  deprives government 
of  revenues.  

Director Tally stresses that 
the wildlife in Liberia must be 
protected, because the 
relevant ones are few and 
should be preserved to attract 
assistance from international 
partners. 

Forestry Development 
Authority Managing Director, 
C. Mike Doryen, says his 
administration intends to 
strengthen the institution’s 
human resource capacity so 
t h a t  e m p l o y e e s  c a n  
effectively perform their 
duties and responsibilities.

He  say s  s ome  s ta f f  
members have completed 
undergraduate studies and 
Management has plans to send 
them abroad to pursue 
Master’s programs, while 
negot iat ion  i s  ongo ing  
between the FDA and some 
colleges in the country to 
allow staff without college 
education to enroll 
and acquire one.

Director Doryen 

Govt. to arm rangers Govt. to arm rangers 

  Mr. C. Mike Doryen, FDA Managing Director

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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SUP terms Annual Message a deceit 
By Lewis S. Teh 

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#
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