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p p o s i t i o n  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  Ocandidate Martin 

Fayulu has warned election 
officials in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo not to 
"disguise the truth" as 
tensions mount over the 
delayed result.

Mr Fayulu said the 
"Congolese people already 
know" the result of the vote, 
which took place on 30 
December.

A local observer group 
said it had witnessed "major" 
irregularities at counting 
stations.

President Joseph Kabila is 
due to step down after 18 
years in office.

The election outcome was 
initially expected to be 
announced on Sunday.

Anti-riot police have been 
deployed in the capital, 
Kinshasa, and access to the 
offices of the election 
commiss ion  has  been  
blocked, reports the BBC's 
Louise Dewast from the city.

Amid growing concerns 
that violence could break 
out, Zambia's President 
Edgar Lungu and his South 

udan-born telecoms 
billionaire Mo Ibrahim Shas told the BBC that 

the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) should drop 
charges against Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir if he 
agrees to step down.

He was talking in reaction 

African counterpart Cyril 
R a m a p h o s a  m e t  o n  
Wednesday to discuss the 
situation in DR Congo.

They urged the electoral 
commission to release the 
results  fast  to  avoid 
suspicions and instability.

South Africa is a key ally of 
Mr Kabila, while Zambia 
hosts more than 60,000 

His preferred successor, 
former interior minister 
Emmanuel Shadary, is facing 
strong opposition from Mr 
Fayulu, an ex-oil tycoon, and 
Felix Tshisekedi, son of a 
veteran opposition leader.

On Tuesday, Mr Fayulu 
said DR Congo's National 
Electoral Commission (Ceni) 
must "publish the provisional 
results of the presidential 
election in the near future," 
adding: "The election results 
are not negotiable."

What is the electoral 

t o  p r o t e s t s  i n  S u d a n  
demanding Mr Bashir to resign:

Quote Message: If that is 
going to save lives, if it is going 
to save us from a bloody civil 
war, let the man go in peace.

If that is going to save lives, 
if it is going to save us from a 
bloody civil war, let the man go 

refugees who have fled 
conflict in DR Congo.

Mr Kabila has promised 
that the polls, which were 
supposed to have taken 
place two years ago, will be 
the mineral-rich central 
African state's first orderly 
transfer of power since it 
gained independence from 
Belgium in 1960.

commission saying?
The electoral commission 

has started deliberating and 
evaluating presidential 
election results, after which 
it will announce the winner.

The meeting started on 
Tuesday evening and could 
last for two or three days, 
our reporter says.

T h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  
commiss ion,  Cornei l le  
Nangaa, earlier said that the 
results from a number of 
polling stations still needed 
to be counted.-BBC

in peace.
Quote Message: Although I 

hate impunity, I mean people 
should be punished for their 
sins, but if that’s the price of 
letting the man go, fine."

Although I hate impunity, I 
mean people should be 
punished for their sins, but if 
that’s the price of letting the 
man go, fine."

President Bashir is accused 
by the ICC of organising war 
crimes and crimes against 
h u m a n i t y  i n  D a r f u r  -  
allegations he denies.

Theoretically it means he 
could be arrested in any 
country which is a member of 
the ICC.

Mr Ibrahim founded a $5m 
(£3.2m) prize that is awarded 
each year to an African leader 
who governed well, raised 
living standards and then left 
office.

When asked if Mr Bashir 
would ever be considered for 
the prize Mr Ibrahim told BBC 
Focus on Africa, "You must be 
joking."-BBC
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wo opposing camps 
have taken to the Tstreets of Sudan's 

capital, Khartoum, and its 
twin city Omdurman.

Several hundred people 
gathered in Green Square to 
pledge their support and 
allegiance for embattled 
President Omar al-Bashir, 
who is facing the strongest 
popular challenge to his 
nearly 30 years in power.

The crowd was mostly 

made up of ruling party 
personnel and civil servants 
bussed in to cheer the 76-
year-old leader.

This was the president's 
first public address in 
Khartoum since the anti-
government protests began in 
the northern town of Atbara 
on 19 December.

The president appeared on 
stage with his wife Wedad 
Babkier standing a few steps 
behind him.

H e  r e p e a t e d  h i s  
accusations that outsiders 
were behind the protests and 
praised the army and 
security forces for their 
“humane” handling of the 
demonstrators.

The president also held up 
Syria as a warning, saying 
instability would make them 
refugees.

Meanwhile, across the 
Nile from Khartoum in the 
city of Omdurman, the 

largest anti-government 
demonstration so far is 
taking place.

Running battles have been 
going on with the security 
forces, who have fired live 
ammunition and tear gas to 
try and block the protesters 
from reaching parliament.-
BBC

DR Congo election 
results 'not negotiable’

Image copyright REUTERS: Martin Fayulu, a 
former oil tycoon, says authorities must announce 

results to avoid further tension

Mo Ibrahim urges ICC 
to drop Bashir charges

President Bashir came to power after a coup 
in 1989 and has won subsequent elections

Protests rage in 
Sudan's twin cities
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EditorialEditorial

LIBERIA IS RETAKING its place on the global stage in 
maintaining international peace and security with the 
deployment of troops of the Armed Forces of Liberia on 
peace mission in Mali and shortly, to South Sudan.  Indeed, 
peace is a sine qua non to fostering economic, political and 
social cohesion in the comity of nations.

A PLATOON OF the newly restructured AFL is currently 
serving in the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in Mali that is fending off   Islamic 
jihadists and maintaining regional peace and stability.

ALTHOUGH THE ARMED Forces of Liberia lost one soldier 
and several others sustained injuries in Mali as a result of 
attack from roaming jihadists, our boys are up to the task 
since they were embedded with the Nigerian Contingent in 
2013. 

THIS NATION OWES it not only to the entire region, but the 
rest of the world in giving back, because they came to our 
rescue when we needed them. Nations from Africa, Europe 
and Asia under the umbrella of the United Nations in 2003 
deployed 15,000 multinational peacekeeping force in 
Liberia, which successfully achieved  ceasefire, 
disarmament and restored civilian administration thru UN-
supervised democratic elections.

IT IS IN this vein that we welcome news that the 
Government of Liberia has received request from the 
United Nations to send troops for peacekeeping mission to 
South Sudan where prolonged civil war has left hundreds of 
thousands of people dead.

WE URGE OUR men and women in arm to continue to keep 
the courage as they take up peacekeeping mission abroad. 
The world has become a global community in which what 
affects one member of the community, affects rest of its 
members.  
        
LIBERIA'S PEACE MISSION history is traced to the 1960s 
when the first booths of AFL soldiers stepped on the soil of 
Congo where they served with distinction and honor, and 
came home with pride after their peacekeeping duty.   

THAT HISTORIC MISSION to Congo has been documented as 
one of the best in UN peacekeeping missions around the 
world even up to today. The restructured AFL seems 
determined to maintaining this legacy in flying the national 
flag high.

MEMBERS OF THE AFL are soldiers for good, both at home 
and abroad. They must be encouraged and supported in 
flying the Flag of Liberia while on peacekeeping missions 
abroad. They are our finest to the world.

WE THEREFORE CALL on authorities of the Ministry of 
National Defense in Monrovia to provide everything that is 
required to make our troops going for peace duty abroad 
focus on their mission in order to serve with diligence and 
distinction as they had done in the past.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

EW DELHI – Last year was a watershed 
for gender relations. The #MeToo Nmovement rocked establishments 

around the world, forcing even powerful men 
to face public scrutiny for their behavior 
toward women. But, despite a patriarchal 
backlash, the movement shows no signs of 
abating: on January 1, in the Indian state of 
Kerala, an estimated five million women 
formed a human chain – or “women’s wall” – 
stretching nearly 400 miles across the length 
of the state, to demonstrate their 
commitment to the fight for gender equality.

One cannot overstate the symbolic power of 
the women’s wall, which included more than 
one-third of Kerala state’s entire female 
population over the age of six – about two 
million more people that even its organizers 
had anticipated. The event had the backing 
of the state government, but it owes its 
success to the engagement of a variety of 
groups and organizations, not to mention the 
individual women who participated.

Those women came from all strata of society. 
There were doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
students, nuns, domestic workers, 
agricultural laborers, wage workers, and 
homemakers. There were Hindus, Muslims, 
and Christians. There were mothers holding 
babies, young girls, and elderly women who 
could barely stand, resting on others for 
support. In many areas, there were also 
chains of the women’s male allies, standing 
across the road from them in solidarity.

The women’s wall snaked through towns and 
cities, along highways and village roads, all 
the way from Kasaragod in the north to 
Thiruvananthapuram, the state capital, in 
the south. In some stretches, there were so 
many women that they formed three or four 
columns. All of these women stood together, 
shoulder to shoulder, and made a pledge: 
“We will uphold Renaissance values, we will 
stand for equality for women, we will resist 
attempts to make Kerala a lunatic asylum, 
and we will fight for secularism.”

The “renaissance values” to which the 
women referred are those of Indian social 
reformers from the early twentieth century, 
who were committed to upholding 
secularism, ending gender discrimination, 
and eliminating casteism. The “lunatic 
asylum” refers to a statement made in 1892 
by the Hindu revivalist monk Vivekananda, 
who called Kerala a “madhouse” of caste-
based discrimination.

Given the issue that triggered the women’s 
wall in the first place, it is an apt reference. 
Beyond serving as a condemnation of 
patriarchy in Kerala (and India more 
broadly), the women’s wall was intended as a 
sharp rebuke to opponents of a recent 

decision by India’s Supreme Court to permit 
women enter a much-revered temple to the 
god Ayyappa (Vishnu) on a hill in Sabarimala.

Women between menarche and menopause 
were previously barred from the temple, 
supposedly to uphold tradition, based on the 
deeply antiquated belief that menstruating 
women were “impure.” But keeping women 
out of the Sabarimala temple is not actually 
traditional at all: women of all ages regularly 
entered the establishment until 1991, when a 
court decision banned them.

This blatantly sexist prohibition amounted, the 
Supreme Court ruled, to a violation of the basic 
principles of India’s constitution. And it has 
much in common with the appalling 
“untouchability” system, whereby low-caste 
people have been blocked from entering 
temples, as well as from, say, drinking from the 
same water source as those of the upper 
castes.

Yet the Supreme Court’s decision has triggered 
widespread protests. Both of India’s big 
national parties – the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
which controls the national government, and 
the Congress party – have cynically exploited 
this backlash, and have been accused of 
orchestrating violence and aggression by 
agitators demanding that Kerala’s government 
refrain from implementing the Court’s ruling.

Even the Congress party’s Shashi Tharoor, a 
typically liberal member of parliament from 
Kerala, declared it “an unnecessary, 
provocative act” when two women managed to 
exercise their right to enter the shrine the 
morning after the women’s wall. As for the 
temple priest, he closed the site briefly after 
their visit to carry out a “purification ritual.”

Of course, gender inequality is pervasive 
across India. The country ranks low in most 
measures of women’s empowerment, 
including formal labor-force participation, 
assets owned, and nutrition. Violence against 
women is rampant. In Kerala, despite high 
female literacy rates and strong human-
development indicators, relatively few women 
participate in paid work.

Even so, the unabashed and vehement 
misogyny displayed in response to the Supreme 
Court decision stands out. That is why displays 
of unity and commitment to equality like the 
women’s wall are not just uplifting, but also 
vitally important to India’s future.

After a challenging year, the women’s wall 
stands as a potent symbol of possibility. Women 
will, the event made clear, lead the struggle 
for their own emancipation – thereby 
liberating all of society.

While gender inequality is nothing new for India, the unabashed and 
vehement misogyny displayed in response to a Supreme Court decision 
to allow women into a temple in Kerala state is notable. In this 
context, displays of unity and commitment to equality are not just 
uplifting, but also vitally important to India's future.

The AFL upholding
its peacekeeping duty India’s Great Wall of Equality

By Jayati Ghosh
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Please note that this post is a National Post and is opened to applicants of either sex. Preference will 

be given to equally qualified women candidates.

 

OpinionOpinion Opinion 

RINCETON – Last November, Michael Bloomberg made what may well be the 
largest private donation to higher education in modern times: $1.8 billion to Penable his alma mater, Johns Hopkins University, to provide scholarships for 

eligible students unable to afford the school’s tuition. Bloomberg is grateful to 
Johns Hopkins, he explains, because the opportunity to study there, on a 
scholarship, “opened up doors that otherwise would have been closed, and allowed 
me to live the American dream.” In the year after he graduated, he donated $5 to 
the school, all he could afford. Thanks to the success of Bloomberg L.P., the 
international financial-information company he founded in 1981, he has now given 
a total of $3.3 billion.

Many people give from gratitude, not only to the universities they attended, but 
also to their primary and secondary schools, and to hospitals that treated them 
when they were ill. These apparently laudable reasons for giving are in tension with 
the idea, popularized by the “effective altruism” movement, that we should do the 
most good we can. Bloomberg seems aware of this way of thinking, for he offers 
another reason for his most recent gift: “no qualified high school student should 
ever be barred entrance to a college based on his or her family’s bank account.”

In the United States, in contrast to other affluent countries, students are often 
unable to go to the colleges and universities of their choice because they cannot 
afford the high fees charged. Student loans may be available, but they will have to 
be repaid after graduating. Bloomberg’s gift adds one more university to the 
handful (including Princeton University, my employer) where those without the 
means to pay will have their tuition and living expenses fully covered.

Bloomberg has an admirable record of doing good. Thrice elected mayor of New 
York City, his administration saved lives by banning smoking in restaurants and 
indoor workplaces and reduced air pollution, including a 19% reduction in city-wide 
greenhouse-gas emissions. He campaigned against illegal guns, and later founded 
and financially supports the nonprofit organization Everytown for Gun Safety.

According to Forbes, which this year began ranking the world’s richest people for 
their philanthropy, Bloomberg has given away more than $5.5 billion. That places 
him third, trailing only Warren Buffett and Bill and Melinda Gates on the Forbes list, 
which takes into account both the absolute sum given and the proportion of a 
person’s wealth represented by that sum. Bloomberg has taken the Giving Pledge, 
committing himself to giving at least half of his fortune to charity. In fact, he has 
written that “nearly all of my net worth will be given away in the years ahead or left 
to my foundation.”

And yet I cannot applaud Bloomberg’s donation to a university that already had an 
endowment of $3.8 billion and charges undergraduate students $53,740 per year to 
attend. My preference is for Hank Rowan, who back in 1992 gave $100 million to 
Glassboro State College, a public university in New Jersey that at the time had an 
endowment of $787,000 and annual fees of about $9,000. Rowan himself was a 
graduate of MIT, one of the world’s finest universities, but gratitude was not his 
motivation for donating. He wanted to make the biggest difference he could, and 
believed that one makes a bigger difference by strengthening the weak links in the 
higher education system than by giving even more to those who already have a lot. 
(If you want to know more about Rowan – and why he is likely to have been right – 
listen to Malcolm Gladwell’s entertaining podcast about him.)

But while doing the most good ought to take priority over personal feelings like 
gratitude, we don’t have to set aside our personal feelings entirely. Gratitude could 
have led Bloomberg to have given, say, $1 million to Johns Hopkins University on the 
basis of those feelings. That would have more than satisfied any moral debt he may 
have felt toward his alma mater, and left $1,799 million to go toward doing the most 
good.

Fortunately, it’s not too late. Just since 2014,Bloomberg’s wealth has jumped by 
50%, to $48 billion. If he thinks that increasing equality of opportunity in education 
does the most good, he can follow Rowan’s example and seek out needy 
institutions. The really weak links in education, however, are not in the United 
States. George Soros, another impressive philanthropist, founded the Central 
European University in order to provide new educational opportunities for students 
from all over the world, but especially from the former communist countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe.

Today, the greatest need for education is in developing countries, where many 
children do not even complete primary school. In Kenya, primary school teacher 
salaries start at 17,000 shillings per month, or $2,000 per year. At that rate, $1.8 
billion would get you 18,000 such teachers for the next 50 years.

Nor is education the only contender for the most good you can do. Dylan Matthews, 
who writes about effective altruism for Vox, drew on estimates by the charity 
evaluator GiveWell to suggest that if Bloomberg had donated his $1.8 billion to the 
Against Malaria Foundation to enable it to purchase and distribute more bed nets, 
he could have saved more than 400,000 lives. There are also many other highly cost-
effective charities with proven techniques for helping people in extreme poverty 
(for examples, see The Life You Can Save, a non-profit I founded). And you don’t 
have to be a billionaire to make a difference.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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RINCETON – As the home of both the Roman Empire and the Renaissance, Italy has 
long been at the forefront of cultural developments in Europe and Western PEurasia. But it has also long served as an example of political decline. Edward 

Gibbon’s classic The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, after all, was 
meant as a warning to the author’s empire-building contemporaries.

Italy’s economic stagnation after the early seventeenth century was also held up as a 
cautionary tale. The nineteenth-century English critic John Ruskin implored members 
of Britain’s mercantile society to ponder the tragedies of Tyre and Venice. Describing 
Venice in “the final period of her decline,” he wrote of “a ghost upon the sands of the 
sea, so weak – so quiet – so bereft of all but her loveliness, that we might well doubt, as 
we watched her faint reflection in the mirage of the lagoon, which was the City, and 
which the Shadow.”

Then came the post-World War II period, when Italy was the poster child for fruitful 
European integration. The country developed a cultural style that is still uniquely 
influential to this day, particularly in the domain of fashion, where it is a global 
trendsetter. Around the world, upmarket shopping malls, high streets, and airports are 
lined with boutiques featuring Italian designs (if not Italian products).

But now Italy has become a cautionary tale once again. Since its general election last 
March, the country’s political scene has fascinated and horrified international 
observers. The formation of a left-right populist government has led many to wonder if 
such a coalition is a fluke, or a symptom of the political and intellectual bankruptcy of 
neoliberal globalization.

It is often said that Italy’s divergence from the rest of Europe (in terms of per capita 
income) started either with the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty in 1993 or with the 
adoption of the euro in 1999. But this chronology masks a more profound 
transformation in modern Italy. The early 1990s, after all, is also when the old Italian 
two-party system disintegrated, with both the center-right Christian Democrats and 
the center-left Socialists succumbing to the Tangentopoli (Kickback City) corruption 
scandal.

Behind the headlines about corruption was the fact that older ideas about shared 
responsibility no longer applied. Thus, the dissolution of Italy’s two main parties led to 
even more – and more institutionalized – corruption, embodied by former Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi. A real-estate developer cum entertainment and media 
tycoon, Berlusconi combined the spectacle of serial infidelity and glamorous young 
women with a populist politics based on tax cuts and sympathy toward autocratic 
petro-states like Russia. Berlusconi’s political style – a combination of buffoonish 
narcissism and unbridled venality – was Trumpism avant la lettre.

Italy’s political revolution was due not to chance, but to specific social developments 
dating back to what Italians call the “Years of Lead” of the 1970s. That period and its 
implications for the present are the subjects of Edoardo Albinati’s long, meandering, 
but stunningly successful novel La scuola cattolica, which will be published in English 
this year.

Albinati combines pointillist description with far-reaching social analysis. As a former 
prison teacher in Rome, he is able to draw on a wealth of first-hand encounters with a 
wide cross-section of Italian society. In fact, the novel is semi-autobiographical, 
because it revolves around the 1975 “Circeo Massacre,” a brutal rape and murder that 
involved some of the author’s upper-middle-class schoolmates.

Albinati uses this shocking historical episode to analyze the disintegration of the 
Italian bourgeoisie and the decline of traditional religion. His is a story about the 
uselessness of men in modern society. For most of human history, men’s superior 
physical strength, aggression, and prowess in combat translated into unchallenged 
social and political dominance. But in the new world of office politics, those with 
creativity and the ability to navigate complex social relations have the upper hand.

This profound social transformation left men feeling constantly under attack, as well 
as desperate to demonstrate their masculinity. Having grown up with the social 
privileges of the post-war era, they found themselves suddenly condemned to 
irrelevance – a useless gender, comparable, in Albinati’s telling, to a lizard’s tail that 
twitches for some time after being severed. Many reacted with rage and violence. 
Some sought the community of neo-fascist movements channeling an aggressive form 
of masculinity, while others joined far-left groups with their own cults of violence.

In the world Albinati describes, money assumes a special importance. The extension of 
new freedoms to a wider class of people suggests that anything is possible, but only if 
one has the means. Albinati admits, grudgingly, that the “spores of Marxism” have led 
him to this conclusion. But it is nonetheless inescapable: money creates the illusion of 
more freedom, and thus increasingly has come to define the modern world. Though 
Albinati’s novel is set in Italy, that world is its subject, leaving open the question of 
whether there can be any escape from the unchecked pursuit of personal gain that 
underlies today’s prevailing social and political malaise.

The Roman Empire was unsalvageable after its fall, and it took the Italian Peninsula 
almost a thousand years to rediscover its classical heritage. Albinati’s message, which 
deserves to be taken seriously, is that to bring about a new Renaissance today will 
require demystifying the cult of freedom and strengthening norms of shared 
responsibility in politics, economics, and social life.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

Too Much Gratitude?

By Peter Singer
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Italy’s Writing on the Wall

By Harold James
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Harbel College faces constraints 
By Ramsey N. Singbeh/Margibi 
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instrumentality of former 
Margibi County District Two 
Representative Ballah G. 
Zayzay, has operated for few 
y e a r s ,  a w a r d i n g  
baccalaureate degrees to 
s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e s  
completing studies in various 
disciplines. 

The institution has enrolled 
more than 500 students and 
conducts critical research 
programs in climate change, 
L i b e r i a n  S t u d i e s ,  
Occupational Safety & Health, 
Agro-Business, Environmental 
Studies, and Mechanical and 
Renewable Engineering, 
respectively.

L i k e  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
inst i tut ions across  the 
country, the college has 
suffered low budgetary 
allocation, which continues to 
diminish its capacity. 

The bill to open the Harbel 

College was submitted by 
former Representative Zayzay. 
In 2012, ex-President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf signed into law, 
"An Act to establish the Harbel 
College" in fulfillment of 
government's higher education 
decentralization policy. 

The Government of Liberia 
under former President Sirleaf 
opened several community 
colleges across the country, 
including Nimba Community 
College in Nimba County, Lofa 
Community College in Lofa 
C o u n t y,  G r a n d  G e d e h  
Community College in Grand 
Gedeh  Coun t y,  Tubman  
University in Harper City, 
Maryland County, Grand Bassa 
Community College in Grand 
Bassa County, and Bong 
Community College in Bong 
County, among others. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne 

More headline news   More headline news

Amidst challenges facing 
the nation’s educational 
system, President George 
Manneh Weah in November 
2018 announced tuition-free 

education at all public 
universities and colleges 
acros s  the  count ry,  a  
pronouncement that has 
received public criticism with 
m a n y  q u e s t i o n i n g  i t s  

practicability, given serious 
economic constraints facing 
the government.

T h e  H a r b e l  C o l l e g e  
President disclosed that the 

institution has one academic 
dean who supervises all three 
programs being offered on 
campus. 

The college, which was 
b u i l t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

arbel Community 
College in Harbel HCity, Lower Margibi 

County is engulfed with 
several challenges that are 
hampe r i n g  i t s  smoo th  
operation, the New Dawn 
gathers. 

The President of the 
College, Dr. Syrulwa Somah, 
speaking to reporters recently 
in Kakata, named some of the 
challenges as lack of vehicles, 
l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  
administrative staff, such as 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  f o r  
administration, academic 
affairs, students affairs, 
institutional advancement 
and public relations officer, 
amongst others.

Dr. Somah continues that 
the college also lacks funds to 
h i re  profess iona l s  and 
c o n s t r u c t  a  S c i e n c e  
laboratory, describing the 
situation as strenuous.

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
Government of Liberia, 
humanitarians and well-
meaning Liberians to come to 
the aid of the college to 
enable it functions with ease.  

Liberian educator named 
Matadi Newport High and G.W. 
Gibson high schools, among 
others as leading public 
schools that had practical 
materials and equipment to 
impart technical skills into 
students thereby, preparing 
them for future endeavors.

She however notes that 
t h o s e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  
ma te r i a l s  we re  e i t he r  
vandalized or looted during 
the country’s 15 years of civil 
conflict thus, leaving them 
without anything for students 
to use.

The Minister of Finance and 
Deve lopment  P lann ing ,  
Samuel Tweh late last year, 
committed government’s 
determination to revamp the 
William V.S. Tubman High 
School in Sinkor, promising 
millions for the revamp 
process.

T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  
constructed in the 60s and 
named in honor of Liberia’s 
18th President William V.S. 
Tubman to  af ford  less  
for tunate  L iber ians  an  
opportunity to acquire quality 
education.

The school had some of the 
best specialized instructors 
some of them with Master’s 
Degrees imparting knowledge 
to the students under a 
UNESCO-sponsored program. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

o r m e r  D e p u t y  
Education Minister for FI n s t ruct ions ,  Ms .  

H a w a  G o l l - K o t c h i ,  i s  
challenging alumni of the 
William V.S. Tubman High 
School serving in government 
to give back to the institution.

Speaking recently outside 
Monrovia during a gathering of 
alumni of the institution, she 
also emphasized the alumni, 
several of whom are in the 
United States of America and 
other parts of the world should 

look back and meaningfully 
contribute to the physical 
outlook of William V.S. Tubman 
High.

She recalled that during the 
1970s, the school was one of 
t h e  b e s t  g o v e r n m e n t  
institutions in Liberia, because 
it had equipment in several 
departments, including sawing 
machines, drafting tools, 
Science laboratories, home 
economics studies, electricity 
and plumbing classes, amongst 
others to expose students to 
vocational skills. The veteran 

he President of the 
Cuttington University Tin Bong County warns 

students of the Cuttington 
Junior College to focus on their 
studies to make successful 
passes rather than engage in 
academic malpractices such as 
spying and stealing of exams, 
among other acts of cheating.

Dr. Herman B. Browne also 

urges students to follow the 
paths  of  d ia logue and 
negot ia t ion  in s tead  o f  
violence.

He gave the admonition 
recently on the campus of the 
Cuttington Junior College in 
Margibi County during an 
interview with the New Dawn 
following a matriculation 
p r o g r a m  f o r  f r e s h m e n  

students.
Dr. Browne stresses that if 

students gave attention to their 
learning process, they would 
exceed in their academic 
sojourn.

The Junior College is located 
along Bong Mines Road in Kakata, 
Margibi County, enroll ing 
students from various parts of 
Margibi and outside the county.

D r.  B r o w n e  h o w e v e r  
expresses delight for the level of 
work done thus far by the college 
administration, and challenges 
them to do more.

Cuttington is a private 
university operated by the 
Episcopal Church of Liberia. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

The President of Harbel College, Dr. Syrulwa Somah

Cuttington President 
admonishes students

Cuttington University President, Dr. Herman B. Browne

By: Ramsey N. Singbeh/Margibi

Support Tubman High School
-Former Education Minister rallies alumni

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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ink Aid International, 
a local faith based Lnonprofit organization 

in partnership with Orphan Cry 
International, a USA based 
organization recently provided 
assorted food supplies, 
Thompson  Cha in  S tudy  
Reference Bible and training 
opportunity for needy pastors 
in Liberia. 

According to a release, Link 
Aid over the years sought to 
serve as Ambassador in 
soliciting local and foreign 
assistance for the needy in 
Liberia. 

I t  ha s  been  qu ie t l y  
partnering with Orphan Cry for 
over four years now providing 
similar services to needy 
pastors and church leaders in 
Liberia during Christmas 
season among other projects.

Pastors, especially in 
developing countries such as 
Liberia, are faced with a lot of 
constraints and challenges in 
effectively and efficiently 
doing ministry work. 

The focus of the project is 
to assist needy pastors as a 
non-denominational project 

 man believed to be in 
his late 20s was found Adead on Wednesday, 9 

January amid reports that he 
had gone to steal in the 72nd 
Community of Paynesville, 
Montserrado County. 

His corpse lied opposite the 
William Duo Housing Estate, 
with his two legs tied with 
rope. There were several 
pieces of breaks near the 
corpse, which appear to 
indicate that the deceased 
may have been mobbed to 
death.

His mouth was bloody, and 
it was further observed that his 
eyes suffered severe injuries 
like they were burst by his 
killers before he was disposed 
of on the on the main 72nd 
Road.  Several persons spoken 
at the scene where the body 
lied could not say exactly how 
the incident occurred.

reaching various Christian 
Churches in Liberia. 

This yearly project started 
since 2015 and over 450 needy 
pastors and church leaders 
have benefited from trainings, 
study reference bibles and 
variety of food and non-food 
items. 

Orphan Cry through its 
Executive Director, Ken 
W i l c o x ,  J r .  a n d  
Representat i ve/L ia i son ,  
Benjamin Kettor decided to 
partner with Eric Nyuma, 
Founder/Executive Consultant 
of Link Aid and initiated 
support by surprising local 
needy pastors and church 
leaders with Christmas gifts. 

An appreciation ceremony 
was held at the Bethesda AG 
Church on the SKD Boulevard, 
72nd, Paynesville recently.

They acknowledged their 
supporters and sponsors in the 
USA who made it possible 
through their donations. The 
two Orphan Cry executives 
promised to continue the 
annual support to needy 
pastors and church leaders in 
Liberia. --Press release

One lady identified as Korto 
Mulbah says she believed that 
the deceased was killed in a 
community situated behind 
the William Duo Estate and 
later taken to the main road.

Korto also discloses that 
even though the deceased was 
not killed in their area, her 
oldest sister who resides in the 
c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e  
deceased was allegedly killed 
had inform her (Korto) that 
criminals in recent times have 
been attacking peaceful 
residents under the cover of 
darkness. The deceased was 
dressed in a long brown shirt 
and short blue trousers, but 
had no footwear on.

Our  repor te r  sought  
comment from two traffic 
officers of the Liberia National 
Police (LNP) who were seen 
around the scene, but they 
refused to speak to the press. -
-Edited by Winston W. Parley

Caldwell residents embark 
on drainage projects

ong County District #4 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  BRobert Flomo Womba 

has launched an appeal to the 
Liberian government through 
the Ministry of Health to 
support nurses at the Armah 
Sekou Toure Health Center in 
Jorwah, Panta District.

Rep. Womba recently 
expressed observation that 
nurses at the facility are facing 

too many difficulties.
Making the appeal to Health 

Minister Dr. Wilhelmina Jallah, 
Rep. Womba cited the lack of 
nurses’ quarter, network for 
communication and the 
alleged failure of government 
to place the Jorwah - based 
health workers on payroll as 
some of  the  prob lems  
confronting them.

Named after the former 
President of the Republic of 
Guinea, the Armah Sekou 

Toure Health Center was 
constructed dur ing the 
administration of former 
Liberian President William 
Richard Tolbert more than 40 
years ago.

But it was vandalized by 
rebels during the Liberian civil 
war.

The Amah Sekou Toure 
Health Center located in the 
bordering town of Jorwah was 
recently reconstructed by Vice 

President Jewel Howard 
Taylor, and it is one of the 
leading health care facilities in 
Liberia catering to several 
residents of Panta District and 
other bordering towns in the 
Republic of Guinea.

According to Rep. Womba, 
the Armah Sekou Toure Health 
Center is a major asset to 
Liberia and Guinea.

He suggests that it needs to 
be supported by the two 
governments. According to 

him, health workers in the 
area are not on government’s 
payroll which might likely 
undermine the progress of the 
Health Center.

Rep. Womba wants the 
Liberian government to 
partner with the government 
of Guinea to speedily help to 
address some of the concerns 
at the Health Center.

“It is very discouraging for 
someone to leave their home 
and come to this remote part 
of the country to work without 
getting pay. We want the 
government  to  qu ick ly  
intervene by placing the 
Health Workers on payroll,” he 
says.

“They are sacrificing here 
to save lives but the national 
government is not paying 
attention to them which is 
bad,” Rep. Womba concludes.

For her part, Health 
Minister Dr. Jallah has 
promised to take the concern 
of the Bong County lawmaker 
important.

She maintains that it will be 
part of her first priority to 
address the concern at the 
bordering health center in 
Bong County.

Madam Jallah says she is 
committed to promoting 
Liberia’s health system as 
Minister and will always be 
eager to listen to the concerns 
coming not just from Monrovia 
but across Liberia.

According to her, working to 
ensure improved health 
system in Liberia is a major 
tool of the George Weah led 
administration.

She concludes that she is 
committed to signifying the 
success of the government.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Bong lawmaker appeals for support to health center
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

leadership, the proposed 
project is expected to bring 
relief to the affected residents 
of that community.

Chairman Dackie is at the 
same time calling on the 
Amer ican Embassy,  the  
C h i n e s e  E m b a s s y ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
phi lanthropists  to  help 
buttress the effort of Sasstown 
Drive Community and safe its 
residents from floods.--Press 
release

esidents of Sasstown 
Drive Community at RUpper  Ca ldwe l l ,  

Montserrado County have 
embarked on a $50,000.00 USD 
drainage project within their 
community.

According to a release 
issued Wednesday, 9 January, 
the community has been a 
victim of flood especially 
during the raining season, 
leaving several residents 
homeless.

In  the  wake of  the  
continuous flood situation in 
Caldwell, the release says the 
leadership of the community 
headed by Chairman Gus 
Dackie has resolved to 
construct two drainages.

They are targeting the 
places where flood has been 
creating unbearable situation 

for the dwellers of that 
community, the release 
indicates.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

Chairman Dackie notes in 
t h e  r e l e a s e  t h a t  t h e  
community is constrained to 
take up this project to help the 
people of Sasstown Drive 
Community.

He says his people suffered 
a lot for the past rainy seasons 
and want to help and bring 
relief to his people.

Link Aid Int’l and Orphan Cry 
Int’l put smile on faces in Liberia

More headline news   More headline news
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Suspected criminal found 
dead in 72nd Community

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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a m p u s  -  b a s e d  
Students Unification CParty (SUP) Standard 

Bearer Martin Kollie has 
accused the Government of 
Liberia of allegedly interfering 
with students’ politics here. 

SUP is one of the student 
political parties at the state - 
run University of Liberia (UL).

Mr. Kollie told a local 
broadcaster in Monrovia 

Wednesday, 9 January that the 
Liberia National Students 
Union (LINSU), for instance, 
has turned in favor of the 
government instead of working 
as an independent student 
body.

He announces plan to 
launch a parallel umbrella 
student body over claims that 
LINSU is being manipulated by 

he former head of the 
L ibe r i a  Nat iona l  TPolice (LNP) Anti 

Human Trafficking Division 
Sup. Anthony S. Tugbeh says 
investigators went beyond the 
borders to contact the Sierra 
Leonean Embassy here to 
ensure that trafficking suspect 
H a w a  B a n g u r a  w a s  
represented by all means.

Prosecutors have accused 
Sierra Leonean national 
defendant Hawa Bangura of 
attempting to sell  two 
trafficked Sierra Leoneans in 
Liberia-Famata Kanu and her 
4-year old daughter Kadiatu 
Kromah for US$3,500.00 when 
the buyers had security 
planted to thwart the deal 
unknown to the suspect.

Testifying Wednesday, 9 
January, the Liberian police 
investigator Tugbeh told the 
Criminal Court “A” that Sierra 
Leonean Embassy officials sent 
in representatives during the 
i nves t i ga t ion  fo l l ow ing  
Liberian public defenders’ 
failure to come forth.

Sup. Tugbeh explains that 

the ruling establishment.
M r.  Ko l l i e  r e q u e s t s  

government officials to stop 
interfering with students 
politics and focus on national 
issues.

"Those Ministers have 
bought the LINSU, STUDA, and 
SIM over. But they will not buy 
SUP over because in no part of 
the world the student body is 
p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Government,” he warns.

He believes that due to 
their critical stance against 
the ruling establishment, 
LINSU is pressured to call for 
e l e c t i o n s  a t  v a r i o u s  
universities and schools.

Mr.  Ko l l ie  expressed  
concern that President George 
M a n n e h  W e a h ’ s  
pronouncement of free tuition 
at UL and all public universities 

defendant Hawa Bangura “had 
a mind set to exploit the 
survivors had the opportunity 
gone as discussed.”

But he says Hawa told 
investigators in one of her 
statements that she had no 
knowledge about the alleged 
crime of trafficking Famata 

and Kadiatu Kromah.
In a separate statement on 

December 6, 2017 in the 
presence of Sierra Leonean 
diplomats, Sup. Tugbeh 
narrates that Hawa told 
investigators that without the 
knowledge of the survivors’ 
family, she brought Famata 

Trafficking In Persons sees the 
transportation, transfer, 
harboring or receipt of a 
person by means of the threat 
...,  giving or receiving of 
payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a 
person having control over 
another person, for the 
purpose of exploitation as 
trafficking in person.

The law mandates a 
sentence of a minimum of one 
year imprisonment if the 
convicted person used, 
threatened use, or caused 
another to use or threatened 
use of a dangerous weapon.

It says two years shall be 
added to the minimum 
sentence.  Additionally, it says 
if the trafficked person has not 
attained the age of 18 years, 5 
years shall be added to the 
minimum sentence.

from Freetown, Sierra Leone 
to Liberia for the purpose of 
buying used clothes.

During the probe, he says 
investigators discovered that 
Famata and Kadiatu were 
deceived on grounds that they 
were coming to Liberia to 
purchase used clothes.

He says suspect Bangura 
made contact with Lahai 
[Kamara] to solicit buyer for 
both survivors Famata and 
Kadiatu. 

Sup. Tugbeh narrates that 
the investigation discovered 
that the survivors were 
harbored in a place of poor 
sanitary condition.

He concludes that the 
investigation established that 
the sum of 3,000 USD was 
discussed as the price for the 
sale of the survivors.

Liberia’s 2005 Act to Ban 

and colleges is affecting UL.
He says fees that were 

initial ly collected from 
students were used to 
contribute to buying of 
stationeries, fuelling the buses 
to transport instructors to 
school and address other 
matters.

But he observed that the 
President’s declaration has cut 
off these collections and 
government is yet to fill in the 
gap.

He further notices that 
during former President Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf’s regime, UL’s 
budget was at US$16.2m, but 
the Weah administration has 
not gone beyond this amount 
despite suggestions that more 
money is needed to facilitate 
the provision of quality 
education at UL.

Due monetary situation, he 
says UL’s two campuses are 
going through challenges, 
saying teachers are now paying 
their own transportation. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  
bathrooms on the campuses 
are always closed because 
there is no money to buy 
water.

He urges President Weah to 
live by his words by paying the 
tuition to help the various 
public universities. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  L I N S U  
executives are calling on 
various academic institutions 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y,  
particularly the Stella Maris 
Polytechnic University for the 
reintroduction of students’ 
politics.

SUP frowns at gov’t interference 
By Ethel A. Tweh & Lewis S. Teh 

Sierra Leonean Embassy invited in trafficking probe
By Winston W. Parley

More headline news   More headline news
2019                              

“By Directive of LINSU 
Executive Committee all 
universities and colleges as 
well as high schools in the 
country are hereby mandated 
to peacefully conduct smooth 
and democratic election on 
their various campuses in the 
[next] sixty days,” LINSU says. 

LINSU issued the mandate 
recently at the AME Zion 
University on Benson Street.

LINSU says failure on the 
part of any institution to abide 
by the mandate, LINSU will not 

he Parents Teachers 
Association (PTA) at Tt he  Mo r r i s  Ku l a  

Foundation Elementary School 
in Paynesville, Montserrado 
County have set a precondition 
to honoring a mandate 
requesting all guardians to 
purchase their children’s 
uniforms only from the school 
concerned. 

Some parents say they have 
no problem buying their 
children’s uniforms from the 
school, but they are concerned 
about the alleged deliberate 
refusal of the school to 
produce uniforms that were 
already paid for over eight 
weeks ago.

Parents of kids attending 
the Morris Kula Foundation 
Elementary School say they 
have over the years been 
buy ing  the i r  ch i ldren’s  
uniforms from the market.

But the Principal at the 
school Mr. Jackson Kollie have 
prevented them from doing so 
any further because he says 
the institution has its own 
uniform to be sold to its 
students.

hesitate to suspend the 
member institution. But SUP 
s e e s  t h i s  a s  b e i n g  
masterminded by government.

It says the decision of the 
Stella Maris Polytechnic 
University to close student 
politics has the ability to 
undermine students’ learning 
process, especially those that 
are studying political science.-
-Edited by Winston W. Parley

Reacting to this mandate, 
Patricia Massaquoi, who says 
she has four children in the 
school, explains that it is 
unrealistic for the school to 
collect their money and fails to 
produce their children’s 
uniforms.

She says this is compelling 
their kinds to go to school 
without uniforms.

She notes that the school 
sells its set of uniform at 
US$24.00, complaining that 
this price is much higher than 
the price of the same uniform 
on the market.

According to her, outside 
the school they buy the same 
uniform at the cost of a little 
over LD$1,000.00.

She warns that parents will 
demand refund if the school 
fails to provide uniforms paid 
for. When contacted, Principal 
Jackson Kollie says the delay in 
providing the uniforms to 
parents is because the 
uniforms have not arrived from 
China where the school has 
sent the money for the 
uniform.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley
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Parents set preconditions for 
buying uniforms from school

By Emmanuel Mondaye



Alors qu’il n’y a toujours 
pas de date annoncée pour la 
proclamation des résultats de 
la présidentielle en RDC, il y a 
eu un coup d’accélérateur 
mardi soir après que la 
commission électorale ait été 
obligé de démentir la rumeur 
selon laquelle les résultats 
seraient annoncé mardi. Des 
s o c i é t é s  p r i v é e s ,  d e s  
représentations et même des 

terminé non plus dans le 
centre de compilation de 
Lubumbashi dans le Haut-
K a t a n g a . D e u x  o p t i o n s  
s’offrent désormais à la CENI : 
publier au fur et à mesure les 
résultats des centres de 
compilation qu’elle aura 
vér i f iés .  C’est  ce  que 
d e m a n d e n t  l e s  d e u x  

ONG avaient été jusqu'à 
demander à leurs employés de 
quitter le travail plus tôt, par 
mesu re  de  p récaut i on .  
Finalement, en début de 
soirée, la CENI a annoncé via 
les réseaux sociaux qu’elle 
avait entamé une plénière. Une 
réunion à l’issue de laquelle 
des résultats provisoires 
pourront être annoncés.

C’est sous bonne garde que 

p r i n c i p a l e s  m i s s i o n s  
d’observation dans le pays. Ou 
a l o r s  a t t end re  d ’ a vo i r  
l’ensemble des résultats pour 
les publier. Mardi soir la radio-
télévision nationale était 
laconique annonçant une 
publication « prochaine » des 
ré su l ta t s  sans  p lu s  de  
précisions.

la Commission électorale a 
commencé à examiner les 
résultats mardi soir peu après 
la tombée de la nuit vers 19h. 
Deux camions pick-up remplis 
de policiers et un blindé 
bloquaient le Boulevard du 30 
juin juste devant le siège de la 
CENI.L’examen par les 13 
membres de la plénière 
pourrait durer entre 24 et 48h, 
selon une source à la CENI car, 
après la réception des résultats 
à Kinshasa et avant toute 
publication, la procédure 
prévoit un examen, un 
contrôle de cohérence de 
l’ensemble des résultats par 
les membres de la plénière. 
Parmi eux des représentants de 
la majorité, de l’opposition et 
de la société civile.

Or hier soir encore, la 
commission électorale disait 
n’avoir compilé que 80% des 
résultats de l’ensemble du 
pays. Si dans les trois Kasaï la 
compilation s’est terminée 
hier, à Kisangani dans l’est 15% 
des résultats manquaient 
encore. Dans le Rutshuru, le 
Masisi et l’Ituri dans le Nord-
Est, le comptage des voix était 
loin d’être terminé. Pas 

pouvoir sentira sa défaite à 
l'élection présidentielle de 
2023 si les résultats des 
élections sénatoriales de 2020 
s ’ a v è r e n t  l a r g e m e n t  
favorab les  au  b loc  de  
l'opposition.

 Quinze des 30 sièges du 
Sénat libérien seront remis en 
jeu l'année prochaine, ce qui 
pourrait bien amener la moitié 
des sénateurs de Capitol Hill à 
se battre pour conserver leurs 
sièges respectifs.

Ce gouvernement, après sa 
rentrée en fonction en janvier 
2018, a déjà organisé quatre 
élections législatives et 
sénatoriales partielles. Les 
candidats indépendants ont 
remporté deux sièges et le 
parti au pouvoir un seul. Le 
quatrième siège fait l’objet 
d’un contentieux électoral au 
niveau de la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC), en 
dépit du fait que le candidat 
du parti au pouvoir ait été 
donné vainqueur par les 
résultats provisoires.

 Pour Dillon, il ne sert à rien 
d e  s e  p l a i n d r e  d e  l a  
corruption, de l'utilisation 
abusive des biens de l'État et 
de  l a  v i o l a t i on  de  l a  
Constitution libérienne par le 
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Sénatoriales 2020 : l’opposition s’
organise ses rangs

Elections en RDC : La CENI 
réunie en session plénière

NEW DAWN

es membres des 
partis d'opposition Dl i b é r i e n s  o n t  

convoqué ce qui pourrait 
paraître comme une réunion 
d'urgence en prélude aux 
é l e c t i o n s  s é n a t o r i a l e s  
spéciales de 2020, alors que le 
parti au pouvoir envisage de 
faire de Weah un prêtre 
supérieur de la nation.

La réunion à laquelle ont 
pris part les dirigeants des 
t ro i s  p r inc ipaux  part i s  
politiques de l’opposition du 
Libéria s’est tenue à huis clos. 
Elle vise à discuter de la voie à 
suivre pour les prochaines 
élections sénatoriales à mi-
mandat, prévues pour le mois 
d’octobre l’an prochain.

 Les dirigeants du parti de 
l’unité (UP, ancien parti au 
pouvoir), du Parti de la liberté 
(LP) et du Congrès alternatif 
national (ANC) se sont réunis à 
Congo Town, dans la banlieue 
de Monrovia, pour discuter de 
la formation d'une éventuelle 
alliance politique pour faire 
face à la Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique 
(CDC) au pouvoir aux élections 
sénatoriales spéciales de 2020.

L e s  p a r t i s  é t a i e n t  

parti le pouvoir en place si 
l'opposition ne peut pas s'unir 
pour former un front commun.

 Il s’est dit convaincu que si 
l ' oppos i t ion  forme une  
alliance, le président George 
Manneh Weah n’aura aucune 
chance de conserver le pouvoir 
pour un second mandat de six 
ans.

 Dillon a fait observer que le 
nombre de votes recueillis par 
les trois partis politiques lors 
de l'élection présidentielle de 
2017 montre que la coalition 
au pouvoir ne fera pas le poids 
face à l’opposition aux 
prochaines élections.

L’ancien parti au pouvoir, 
sous la direction de l'ancien 
vice-président Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai, a pris la deuxième 
place derrière la coalition au 
pouvoir, suivi du Parti de la 
liberté qui avait pour leader 
politique Me Charles Walker 
Brumskine. Quant au Congrès 
national alternatif de l’homme 
d’affaires transformé en 
h o m m e  p o l i t i q u e ,  M .  
Alexander Cumming, il a pris la 
cinquième place.

 « Si  nous pouvions 
additionner toutes les voix 
recueillies par ces trois partis 
p o l i t i q u e s ,  m a  p e t i t e  
c o n n a i s s a n c e  e n  
mathématiques me dit que 
nous aurions plus de votes que 
la CDC et que nous aurions des 
chances de gagner au premier 
tour », a déclaré M. Dillon.

Selon lui, le principal défi 
consiste maintenant à savoir 
s ' i l s  peuvent  t rava i l ler  
ensemble pour les élections de 
2020 et rester unis pour la 
course à la présidence de 
2023.

Selon nos sources proches 
du dossier, M. Cummings de 
l’ANC est le principal financier 
de l’accord politique et 
envisagerait de devenir le 
p o r t e - é t e n d a r d  d e  
l ’ é v e n t u e l l e  a l l i a n c e  
politique. Le Parti de l'unité, le 
Parti de la liberté et le Parti 
libérien seraient sur le point 
de partager les postes de vice-
présidence et de secrétariat, 
respectivement.

r e p r é s e n t é s  p a r  l e u r s  
présidents, leur secrétariat et 
leurs hauts fonctionnaires 
respectifs au siège du Parti de 
l'unité à Congo-Town.

 Les leaders politiques 
auraient également pour 
objectif d'aller au-delà des 
élections sénatoriales de 2020 
afin de trouver une stratégie 
politique commune contre la 
majorité au pouvoir lors de 
l'élection présidentielle de 

2023.
 M. Abraham Darius Dillon, 

vice-président du Parti de la 
liberté, chargé des affaires 
politiques, a déclaré que c’est 
pour donner l’opportunité à 
l’ensemble de l’opposition de 
former un front commun afin 
d e  p o u v o i r  r e m p o r t e r  
davantage de sièges au niveau 
du Sénat libérien l'année 
prochaine.

 Selon M. Dillon, le parti au 

FrançaisFrançais
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LP Brumskine LP Brumskine 

ANC Cummings ANC Cummings 
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EW DELHI – L'année dernière a été un 
tournant pour les relations hommes-Nfemmes. Le mouvement #MeTOO a 

secoué un certain ordre établi dans le monde 
entier. Des personnalités connues ont vu leur 
conduite à l'égard des femmes examinée à la 
loupe. Et malgré une réaction patriarcale, le 
mouvement ne s'essouffle pas. Le 1° janvier 
dans l'Etat indien du Kerala, des femmes et des 
jeunes filles âgées de plus de 6 ans ont formé 
une chaîne humaine qu'elles ont appelée le 
"Mur de femmes" pour manifester leur 
engagement en faveur de l'égalité des sexes et 
dénoncer le patriarcat au Kerala et plus 
généralement en Inde. Le Mur s'est étendu sur 
plus de 600 kilomètres à travers tout l'Etat et a 
constitué un énorme succès - les organisateurs 
n'attendaient pas plus de 3 millions de 
participantes, or il y en a eu quelques 5 
millions, soit plus du tiers de la population 
féminine de l'Etat.

On ne peut surestimer la puissance symbolique 
de cet événement. Il était soutenu par le 
gouvernement du Kerala, mais son succès tient 
à l'implication de nombreux groupes et 
associations, pour ne pas mentionner les 
participantes à titre individuel.

Elles venaient de toutes les strates de la 
société. On trouvait parmi elles des docteurs, 
des avocates, des enseignantes, des nonnes, 
des domestiques, des paysannes, des salariées 
et des femmes au foyer ; elles étaient 
hindoues, musulmanes ou chrétiennes. 
Certaines étaient là  avec leur bébé, de toutes 
jeunes filles étaient présentes, ainsi que des 
femmes âgées pouvant à peine tenir debout qui 
s'appuyaient sur leurs voisines. Et souvent face 
à elles, en signe de solidarité, des hommes 
formaient eux aussi une chaîne.

La chaîne humaine traversait villes et villages, 
sillonnait les routes et les chemins, de la ville 
d e  K a s a r a g o d  a u  n o r d ,  j u s q u ' à  
Thiruvananthapuram, la capitale de l'Etat, au 
sud. Par endroit, les participantes étaient 
tellement nombreuses qu'elles formaient 3 ou 
4 chaînes parallèles. Toutes ensemble, elles 
ont fait un serment : "Nous défendrons les 
valeurs de la Renaissance, nous nous battrons 
pour l'égalité des femmes, nous résisterons aux 
tentatives de faire du Kerala un asile d'aliénés 
et nous combattrons pour la laïcité".

Les "valeurs de la Renaissance" sont celles des 
réformateurs indiens du début du 20° siècle qui 
s'étaient engagés à défendre la laïcité, à 
mettre fin à la discrimination des femmes et à 
supprimer le système des castes. "L'asile 
d'aliénés" fait référence à une déclaration du 
maître spirituel hindou Vivekananda qui avait 
qualifié en 1892 le Kerala de "maison de fous" 
en raison des discriminations liées au système 
de caste.

Vivekananda était une référence appropriée, 
car l'élément déclencheur de la chaîne a été la 
réaction de rejet par une partie de la 
population d'une récente décision de la Cour 
suprême indienne favorable aux femmes. Elle 
autorise ces dernières à entrer dans un célèbre 

temple hindou dédié au dieu Vishnou. Il est situé 
sur une colline, à Sabarimala dans le Kerala.

Jusque là, les femmes en âge d'avoir des enfants 
n'avaient pas le droit d'entrer dans ce temple. Le 
prétexte en était une soi-disant tradition basée 
sur croyance surannée : les femmes en âge d'avoir 
des règles seraient "impures". Mais ce n'était pas 
une tradition : des femmes de tout âge entraient 
régulièrement dans le temple jusqu'en 1991, 
lorsqu'une décision de justice leur en a interdit 
l'accès.

La Cour suprême a jugé que cette interdiction 
ouvertement sexiste constituait une violation 
des principes de base de la Constitution indienne. 
Cette exclusion des femmes a beaucoup en 
commun avec l'effroyable système des 
"intouchables" qui interdisait à la caste inférieure 
des intouchables d'entrer dans les temples ou de 
boire la même eau que les castes supérieures.

La décision de la Cour suprême a néanmoins 
suscité toute une vague de protestation. Les deux 
grands partis indiens (le Bharatiya Janata au 
pouvoir au niveau national et le parti du Congrès) 
ont exploité non sans cynisme cette réaction. 
C'est pourquoi ils ont été accusés d'orchestrer les 
violences commises par les agitateurs qui 
demandent au gouvernement du Kerala de ne pas 
appliquer la décision de la Cour suprême.

Shashi Tharoor est un homme aux idées libérales 
qui siège au Parlement du Kerala au titre du parti 
du Congrès. Or, même lui a déclaré que la 
décision de la Cour suprême était une 
"provocation inutile" lorsque deux femmes ont 
réussi à faire respecter leur droit et sont entrées 
dans le temple, le matin qui a suivi la 
manifestation du Mur des femmes. Quant au 
prêtre du temple, il a brièvement fermé le site 
après leur visite, le temps de procéder à un 
"rituel de purification".

D'une manière générale la situation des femmes 
n'est guère satisfaisante en Inde. La violence 
contre elles y est endémique. Le pays est l'un des 
plus mal classés en terme d'égalité des sexes, 
notamment en ce qui concerne l'alimentation, 
les questions de patrimoine et la participation à 
la force de travail. Dans le Kerala, malgré de bons 
indicateurs de développement humain et un taux 
d'alphabétisation élevé parmi les femmes, peu 
d'entre elles disposent d'un emploi salarié.

La misogynie véhémente et sans retenue 
exprimée à l'occasion de la décision de la Cour 
suprême détonne. C'est pourquoi l'unité des 
femmes et leur engagement pour l'égalité tel 
qu'il s'est manifesté dans la chaîne qu'elles ont 
constituée est non seulement source 
d'inspiration mais d'une importance cruciale pour 
l'avenir de l'Inde.

Après une année difficile, cette chaîne est un 
symbole fort d'espoir. Il montre que les femmes 
mèneront la lutte pour leur émancipation - 
libérant ainsi l'ensemble de la société.

FrançaisFrançais

e Libéria est en train de reprendre sa place sur la scène 
mondiale dans le maintien de la paix et de la sécurité Linternationales avec le déploiement des troupes des 

Forces armées du Libéria en mission de paix au Mali et 
prochainement au Sud-Soudan. 

En effet, la paix est une condition sine qua non pour 
favoriser la cohésion économique, politique et sociale dans 
toutes les nations du monde.

Un peloton des Forces Armées du Liberia, récemment 
restructurées, participe actuellement à la Mission 
multidimensionnelle intégrée des Nations Unies pour la 
stabilisation au Mali. La mission consiste à repousser les 
djihadistes islamiques et maintenir la paix et la stabilité 
dans la région.

Bien que les forces armées du Libéria aient perdu un soldat 
et que plusieurs autres aient été blessées au Mali à la suite 
de l'attaque des djihadistes errants, nos garçons sont à la 
hauteur de la tâche depuis leur intégration dans le 
contingent nigérian en 2013.

Ce pays doit beaucoup non seulement à l'ensemble de la 
région, mais aussi au reste du monde, car ils sont venus à 
notre secours lorsque nous avions besoin d’eux. Des nations 
d'Afrique, d'Europe et d'Asie, sous l'égide des Nations Unies, 
ont déployé 15 000 forces multinationales de maintien de la 
paix au Libéria en 2003, et ont permis de parvenir au cessez-
le-feu, au désarmement et au rétablissement de 
l'administration civile grâce à des élections démocratiques 
sous le contrôle des Nations Unies.

C’est dans cet esprit que nous accueillons avec satisfaction 
l’annonce par le Gouvernement libérien de la demande des 
Nations Unies d’envoyer des troupes en mission de maintien 
de la paix au Sud-Soudan, où une longue guerre civile a 
coûté la vie à des centaines de milliers de personnes.

Nous exhortons nos hommes et nos femmes armés à 
continuer de garder le courage de s’engager dans une 
mission de maintien de la paix à l’étranger. Le monde est 
devenu un village planétaire où lorsqu’un membre de la 
communauté a des problèmes, le reste de ses membres sont 
tous affectés.

L’histoire de la mission de la paix du Libéria remonte aux 
années 1960, lorsque les premiers soldats de l’AFL ont 
marché sur le sol congolais, où ils ont servi avec distinction 
et honneur et sont rentrés chez eux avec fierté après leur 
devoir de maintien de la paix.

Cette mission historique au Congo a été documentée 
comme étant l'une des meilleures missions de maintien de 
la paix des Nations Unies dans le monde, même à ce jour. 
L’AFL restructurée semble déterminée à conserver cet 
héritage en brandissant haut le drapeau national.

Les membres de l'AFL sont de bons soldats, chez eux et à 
l'étranger. Ils doivent être encouragés et soutenus lorsqu’ils 
portent le drapeau du Libéria lors des missions de maintien 
de la paix à l’étranger. Ils sont nos meilleurs au monde.

Nous appelons donc les autorités du ministère de la Défense 
nationale à Monrovia à fournir tout ce qui est nécessaire 
pour que nos troupes qui partent en mission de maintien de 
la paix à l'étranger se concentrent sur leur mission afin de 
servir avec diligence et distinction, comme elles l’on 
toujours fait.
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indiennes pour l'égalité
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Emerging, Developing Economies Should Rebuild 
Policy Buffers,Boost Productivity to Sustain 
Growth
Global economic growth is projected to soften from a 
downwardly revised 3 percent in 2018 to 2.9 percent 
in 2019 amid rising downside risks to the outlook, the 
World Bank said on Tuesday. International trade and 
manufacturing activity have softened, trade tensions 
remain elevated, and some large emerging markets 
have experienced substantial financial market 
pressures.
 
Growth among advanced economies is forecast to 
drop to 2 percent this year, the January 2019 Global 
Economic Prospects says. Slowing external demand, 
rising borrowing costs, and persistent policy 
uncertainties are expected to weigh on the outlook 
for emerging market and developing economies. 
Growth for this group is anticipated to hold steady at 
a weaker-than-expected 4.2 percent this year.

Download the January 2019 Global Economic 
Prospects report.
The upswing in commodity exporters has stagnated, 
while activity in commodity importers is 
decelerating. Per capita growth will be insufficient to 
narrow the income gap with advanced economies in 
about 35 percent of emerging market and developing 
economies in 2019, with the share increasing to 60 
percent in countries affected by fragility, conflict, 
and violence.
A number of developments could act as a further 
brake on activity. A sharper tightening in borrowing 
costs could depress capital inflows and lead to slower 
growth in many emerging market and developing 
economies. Past increases in public and private debt 
could heighten vulnerability to swings in financing 
conditions and market sentiment. Intensifying trade 
tensions could result in weaker global growth and 
disrupt globally interconnected value chains.

“Robust economic growth is essential to reducing 
poverty and boosting shared prosperity,” said World 
Bank Group Vice President for Equitable Growth, 
Finance and Institutions, Ceyla Pazarbasioglu. “As 
the outlook for the global economy has darkened, 
strengthening contingency planning, facilitating 
trade, and improving access to finance will be crucial 
to navigate current uncertainties and invigorate 
growth.”

Analytical chapters address key current topics:
The informal sector accounts for about 70 percent of 
employment and 30 percent of GDP in emerging 
market and developing economies. Since it is 
associated with lower productivity and tax revenues 
and greater poverty and inequality, this is 
symptomatic of opportunities lost. Reducing tax and 
regulatory burdens, improving access to finance, 
offering better education and public services, and 
strengthening public revenue frameworks could level 
the playing field between formal and informal 
sectors.
Debt vulnerabilities in low-income countries are 
rising. While borrowing has enabled many countries 
to tackle important development needs, the median 
debt-to-GDP ratio of low-income countries has 
climbed, and the composition of debt has shifted 
toward more expensive market-based sources of 
financing. These economies should focus on 
mobilizing domestic resources, strengthening debt 
and investment management practices and building 
more resilient macro-fiscal frameworks.

Sustaining historically low and stable inflation is not 
guaranteed in emerging market and developing 
economies. Cyclical pressures that have depressed 
inflation over the past decade are gradually 
dissipating. The long-term factors that have helped 
reduce inflation over the past five decades – global 
trade and financial integration, widespread adoption 
of robust monetary policy frameworks – may lose 
momentum or reverse. Maintaining low global 
inflation may become as much of a challenge as 
achieving it.

Policies aimed at softening the blow of global food 
price swings can have unintended consequences if 
implemented by many governments in uncoordinated 
fashion. Government interventions can provide 
short-term relief, but widespread actions are likely 
to exacerbate food price spikes, with heaviest impact 
on the poor. For example, trade policies introduced 
during the 2010-11 food price spike may have 
accounted for more than one-quarter of the increase 
in the world price of wheat and maize. The 2010-11 
food price spike tipped 8.3 million people (almost 1 
percent of the world’s poor) into poverty.

“Designing tax and social policies to level the playing 
field for formal and informal sectors as well as 
strengthening domestic revenue mobilization and 
debt management will be important priorities for 
policymakers to overcome the challenges associated 
with informality in developing economies,” said 
World Bank Prospects Group Director Ayhan Kose. “As 
the economic outlook dims, such efforts become 
even more important.”
 
Regional Outlooks: 
East Asia and Pacific: East Asia and Pacific remains 
one of the world’s fastest-growing developing 
regions. Regional growth is expected to moderate to 
6 percent in 2019, assuming broadly stable 
commodity prices, a moderation in global demand 
and trade, and a gradual tightening of global 
financial conditions. Growth in China is expected to 
slow to 6.2 percent this year as domestic and external 
rebalancing continue. The rest of the region is 
expected to grow at 5.2 percent in 2019 as resilient 
domestic demand offsets the negative impact of 
slowing exports. Indonesia’s growth is expected to 
hold steady at 5.2 percent. The expansion of the Thai 
economy is expected to slow in 2019 to 3.8 percent.
   
Europe and Central Asia:  The lingering effects of 
financial stress in Turkey are anticipated to weigh on 
regional growth this year, slowing it to 2.3 percent in 

2019. Turkey is forecast to experience weak activity 
and slow to a 1.6 percent pace due to high inflation, 
high interest rates, and low confidence, dampening 
consumption and investment. Growth in the western 
part of the region, excluding Turkey, is projected to 
slow. Poland is anticipated to slow to 3.9 percent as 
Euro Area growth slows. Growth in the eastern part of 
the region is also anticipated to slow as large 
economies including Russia, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine 
decelerate.
 
Latin America and the Caribbean: Regional growth is 
projected to advance to a 1.7 percent pace this year, 
supported mainly by a pickup in private consumption.  
Brazil is forecast to expand 2.2 percent, assuming 
fiscal reforms are quickly put in place, and that a 
recovery of consumption and investment will 
outweigh cutbacks to government spending. In 
Mexico, policy uncertainty and the prospect of still 
subdued investment is expected to keep growth at a 
moderate 2 percent, despite the fall in trade-related 
uncertainty following the announcement of the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement. Argentina is forecast to 
contract by 1.7 percent as deep fiscal consolidation 
leads to a loss of employment and reduced 
consumption and investment.
 
Middle East and North Africa: Regional growth is 
projected to rise to 1.9 percent in 2019. Despite 
slower global trade growth and tighter external 
financing conditions, domestic factors, particularly 
policy reforms, are anticipated to bolster growth in 
the region. Growth among oil exporters is expected 
to pick up slightly this year, as GCC countries as a 
group accelerate to a 2.6 percent rate from 2 percent 
in 2018. Iran is forecast to contract by 3.6 percent in 
2019 as sanctions bite. Algeria is forecast to ease to 
2.3 percent after a rise in government spending last 
year tapers off. Egypt is forecast to accelerate to 5.6 
percent growth this fiscal year as investment is 
supported by reforms that strengthen the business 
climate and as private consumption picks up.
 
South Asia: Regional growth is expected to accelerate 
to 7.1 percent in 2019, underpinned by strengthening 
investment and robust consumption. India is forecast 
to accelerate to 7.3 percent in FY 2018/19 as 
consumption remains robust and investment growth 
continues, Bangladesh is expected to slow to 7 
percent in FY2018/19 as activity is supported by 
strong private consumption and infrastructure 
spending. Pakistan’s growth is projected to 
decelerate to 3.7 percent in FY2018/19, with 
financial conditions tightening to help counter rising 
inflation and external vulnerabilities. Sri Lanka is 
anticipated to speed up slightly to 4 percent in 2019, 
supported by robust domestic demand and 
investment boosted by infrastructure projects. 
Nepal’s post-earthquake momentum is forecast to 
moderate, and growth should slow to 5.9 percent in 
FY2018/19.
 
Sub-Saharan Africa: Regional growth is expected to 
accelerate to 3.4 percent in 2019, predicated on 
diminished policy uncertainty and improved 
investment in large economies together with 
continued robust growth in non-resource intensive 
countries. Growth in Nigeria is expected to rise to 2.2 
percent in 2019, assuming that oil production will 
recover and a slow improvement in private demand 
will constrain growth in the non-oil industrial sector. 
Angola is forecast to grow 2.9 percent in 2019 as the 
oil sector recovers as new oil fields come on stream 
and as reforms bolster the business environment. 
South Africa is projected to accelerate modestly to a 
1.3 percent pace, amid constraints on domestic 
demand and limited government spending.

Darkening Prospects: Global Growth to 
Slow to 2.9 percent in 2019 
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peaking on a local talk-
show, on Sky fm, SWednesday morning, 

January 09, in Monrovia, Mr. 
Paye said that

The national chairman of 
the former ruling Unity Party is 
n o t  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  
performance of the Weah’s 
administration over the last 

one year, noting that the 
Coalition-led government has 
drastically underperformed on 
its deliverables to the Liberian 
people.

Chairman Wilmot Paye says 
it is disappointing and 
appalling for party that won 14 
of the 15 counties during the 
elections to miserably failed in 

Awards ceremony. 
The UP Chair lambasts the 

Weah administration for taking 
credits for feeder roads 
pavements, which the former 
regime started. 

“ R o a d s  p a v e m e n t  
especially, the community 
roads for which they are taking 
credit; we started them and 
it’s just the matter of 
completing them”, he says.

“Some of these [roads] 
were nearing completion; we 
stopped because of the 
election. For them to be 
claiming glory of something 
they have no idea about is 
astonishing and embarrassing. 
Every kilometer of road paved, 
the President will erect statue 
and put the Liberian flag under 
his image. That’s an insult to 
the state but, nobody sees 
that”, Paye continues.

He cites gross violation of 
the Constitution of Liberia by 
the President, which he notes, 
is worrisome, adding that 
President Weah recently 
nominated and commissioned 
Liberia’s ambassador to the 
Un i t ed  S t a te s  w i thou t  
confirmation by the Liberian 
Senate. Commenting on 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  
opposition political parties 
here, Paye discloses that four 
key opposition parties are 
gearing up to form a bigger and 
united front against the ruling 
CDC in the impending 2020 
midterm Senatorial election 
and the 2023 Presidential 
election, respectively. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne          

the ear ly  stage of  i t s  
governance process.

Speaking Wednesday, 9 
January in Monrovia on Sky 
FM’s live talk show, “50-50”, he 
notes that President George 
Manneh Weah and his corps of 
officials are on a daily basis 
a m a s s i n g  w e a l t h  f o r  
themselves and building 
mansions, while the electorate 

are struggling to get daily 
meal.

He also criticizes the 
President for spending huge 
amount of money on constant 
foreign travels amid lack of 
financial resources.

President Weah is current 
on a state visit to Dakar, 
Senegal to attend the CAF 

For their respective roles in 
the attempted armed robbery, 
convicts Samuel N. Davis was 
sentenced to 10 years, while 
Alex Yarkpawulo and Abraham 
Doe received five years each by 
the 13thJudicial Circuit Court 
in Kakata.

When contacted, Police 
Spokesman Moses Carter says 
the Police would give an 
official response in the soonest 
possible time. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne  

Weah for being   very 
farsighted in appointing very 
competent technocrats and 
administrators at the National 
Identification Registry that will 
be useful for current and 
future purposes, including 
national electoral purposes. 

Morlus says he is very   
impressed by the mechanism 
put in place by the team of 
capable leaders at the  
Registry.  

“You are taking us to a 
prewar level  in a sophisticated 
manner that makes possible for 
us to grade our electoral 
system of fraud, and we see 
this as a perfect solution to 
some of the discrepancy we 

[have] had in the past that 
made … us to lost millions of us 
dollars in revenues,” he says. 

Morlus says he looks forward  
t o  h o l d i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  
conversation  where he will be 
briefing President Weah to see 
who we can elevate the 
conversation. 

According to him,  he 
process will it make it easier to 
have a credible election in 
Liberia. 

Meanwh i l e ,  t he  CDC  
chairman donated 100 bags of 
rice and provided LRD100,000 
to Old Road marketers as their 
holidays’ gift.--Press release

presence of the body is causing 
inconvenience for his business 
and piling up costs.

Meanwhi le ,  Marg ib i ’s  
former County Attorney Issac 
George ,  den ie s  hav ing  
knowledge of the body still 
being deposited at the funeral 
home, noting the case had 
already been adjudicated and 
the  th ree  accompl i ces  
convicted of the crime are now 
serving their respective jail 
sentences.

uling Coalition for 
Democratic Change R( C D C )  C h a i r m a n  

Mulbah Morlu is recommending 
to President George Manneh 
Weah, political actors and 
stakeholders to have a 
national conversations to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  N a t i o n a l  
Identification Cards are used 
for Voter Registration in 
Liberia.  

Mr. Morlu had gone to 
register at the National 
I den t i f i c a t i on  Reg i s t r y  
Wednesday, 9 January when he 
made the suggestion. 

The National Identification 
Card registration is done by 
the National Identification 

Registry in Congo Town, suburb 
of Monrovia. 

The ruling party chair says 
the   National ID has a 
biometry feature which is 
embedded with technology 
that cannot be falsified.  

Besides, Morlu indicates 
that the system introduced by 
the folks at the National 
Identification Registry headed 
by Tiah Nagbe can curtail 
electoral frauds and other 
vices in Liberia. 

Chairman   Morlu led scores 
of government officials to tour 
the facilities of   the National 
Identification Registry offices 
Wednesday. 

He appreciates President 

www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN  11

#It’s shame that only 
in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru 

sand and rock mining.# 

#It’s shame that only 
in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru 

sand and rock mining.# 

#It’s shame that only 
in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru 

sand and rock mining.# 

#It’s shame that only 
in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru 

sand and rock mining.# 

Govt underperforming
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

preservation of the body.
He claims the government 

currently owes him US$75,000, 
disclosing that he had written 
three different letters to the 
former county attorney, 
Superintendent of Margibi, 
and the Liberian National 
Police, requesting payment for 
the services he continues to 
render.

“I had made a lot of effort 

by even making it public [thru] 
the media and even informing 
stakeholders about my plight. 
Before the government, I am a 
man without relevance; that’s 
why they don’t care”, he 
laments.

He  appea led  to  the  
government to settle the 
amount owed him in order to 
take delivery of the corpse, 
explaining that the continual 

h e  b o d y  o f  a  
suspected Nigerian Tarmed robber, who 

was killed in an exchange of 
fire with the Liberia National 
Police two years ago, while 
carrying on an armed robbery 
at Ecobank Liberia branch in 
Kakata, Margibi County, has 
been abandoned in a local 
mortuary by government.

The gun battle with the 
police, which occurred on July 
24, 2016, left four others 
injured.

The proprietor of the 
Solomon Tubee Funeral Home 
in Kakata, Patrick Tubee, 
narrates that the police 
deposited remains of the 
suspect only identified as Akin, 
on July 24, 2016 with the 
intention to conduct an 
autopsy, but the exercise was 
never carried out, so the body 
has remained at the funeral 
home ever since.

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with the New Dawn 
M a r g i b i  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
recently in the county, Mr. 
Tubee complains that the 
Ministry of Justice has failed to 
make any payment towards 

Govt. abandons body in mortuary?
By Ramsey N. Singbeh Jr. 

in Margibi

CDC wants National ID used
for Voter Registration
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ionel Messi and Diego 
Maradona never seem Lt o  h a v e  t h e  

smoothest of relationships.
The former best player in 

the world is a harsh critic of 
arguably the current one.

This was underlined by 
Maradona slamming the 
Barcelona captain in an 
interview last year - and he 
just can't seem to let it lie.

After being released from 
hospital after an emergency 
operation to repair some 

internal bleeding, Maradona 
continued to target Messi.

"I love Messi with all my 
heart," he told Argentine 
newspaper 'Olé' this week.

"They want to make him a 
leader but he isn't able to do 
that because he's going to be in 
his sporting world and with his 
family,"

This echoes what was said 
last year.

M a r a d o n a  c a u s e d  
consternation by claiming the 
Barcelona forward played 

differently when he was 
representing the Spanish side 
and said it was a waste of time 
trying to turn him into a leader 
“because he goes to the toilet 
20 times before a match.”

The football legend, who is 
idolised in Argentina because of 
his performances for his nation, 
also insisted he would not call 
the  31-year -o ld  up  for  
international duty if he was 
made manager of the national 
team again.

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

iberia’s President, 
George Manneh Weah, Lwinner of FIFA’s Best 

Footballer of the Year and 
Africa’s Best Footballer of the 
Year all in 1995, graced the 
2018 CAF Player of the Year 
award ceremony held in 
Darkar, Senegal on Tuesday, 8 
January. 

The prestigious award was 
conferred on Mohamed Salah 
of Egypt also a Liverpool 

striker.  
President Weah is the first 

non-European to win the 
Ballon d'Or and is still the only 
African to have won both 
awards. 

According to BBC Sports, 
Salah, 26, beat Liverpool 
team-mate Sadio Mane of 
Senegal and Arsenal and Gabon 
s t r i k e r  Pi e r r e - E m e r i c k  
Aubameyang to take the title.

"I have dreamt of winning 

this award since I was a child 
and now I have done so twice 
in a row," Salah said.

Houston Dash and South 
Afr ica  forward Thembi  
Kgatlana was named Women's 
Player of the Year.

Salah was voted the BBC 
African Footballer of the Year 
for the second time in 
December.

He scored 44 goals for 
Liverpool during the 2017-18 
season, helping the Reds to 
the Champions League final 
before scoring twice for Egypt 
at the World Cup in Russia.

He has scored 16 goals in 29 
appearances across  a l l  
competitions for Liverpool 
this season.

S a l a h ,  M a n e  a n d  
Aubameyang were joined in 
the Team of the Year by 
Manchester United defender 
Eric Bailly, Manchester City 
midfielder Riyad Mahrez, 
Liverpool midfielder Naby 
Keita and Tottenham full-back 
Serge Aurier.

Menwhile, on Tuesday, Caf 
announced Egypt will host the 
2019 Africa Cup of Nations.

Weah graces CAF award ceremony Weah graces CAF award ceremony 

Mohamed Salah was presented with his award by Caf president 
Ahmad Ahmad (left) and Liberia president George Weah (right)

Messi slammed by Maradona again
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