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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

i m b a b w e  p o l i c e  
manned checkpoints Zon many main roads 

on  Saturday,  search ing  
vehic les  for  protesters  
allegedly involved in recent 
a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  
demonstrations.

A crackdown by security 
forces has been fiercely 
criticised by the UN human 
rights office, with allegations 
of shootings, beatings and 
abductions of opposition 
figures, activists and ordinary 
residents.

Police roadblocks were a 
notorious feature of daily life 
under former president Robert 
Mugabe.

B u t  t h e y  l a r g e l y  
disappeared after he was 
ousted by the military in 
November 2017 and succeeded 
b y  h i s  f o r m e r  d e p u t y  
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

"We want to tell members of 
the public that... we have 
already set up security 
checkpoints where police 
officers and other security 
institutions will be checking," 
police spokeswoman Charity 
Charamba told Saturday's 

he Prime Minister of 
Burkina Faso, Paul TKaba Thieba, has 

resigned from office along 
with his entire cabinet.

No reason was given for the 
move, which was announced in 
a televised statement by the 
country's president.

Mr Thieba, a former 
economist, had held the 

s t a t e - o w n e d  H e r a l d  
newspaper.

She said the checkpoints 
were to catch suspected 
looters and recover property 
stolen during protests that 
erupted after Mnangagwa last 
weekend announced a 150-
percent increase in petrol 
prices.

The Herald said 700 people 
had been arrested after the 

manned roadblocks on every 
major route, conducting "stop 
and search" operations.

In both cities, customers 
seeking to stock up on basic 
goods tentatively returned to 
shops that opened for the first 
time since the protests started 
on Monday.

Long queues formed to buy 
bread and petrol, which are 
both in short supply due to 
Zimbabwe's long-burning 
economic crisis.

"Nothing has changed after 
the fuel price increase," said 
one motorist in a queue who 
identified himself only as 
Sonny.

Social media has been 
blocked by the government in 
an apparent attempt to 

position since January 2016 
when he was nominated by 
President Roch Marc Christian 
Kabore.

His government has faced 
growing pressure over a rise in 
the number of kidnappings and 
jihadist attacks.

Re c e n t  h i g h - p r o f i l e  
disappearances of foreign 
nationals have led to direct 

violent protests, which it 
blamed on the opposition MDC 
party and trade unions.

- Police armed with assault 
rifles -

Police checkpoints were in 
action on Saturday in the 
capital Harare and the second 
city Bulawayo, AFP reporters 
witnessed.

In Bulawayo, police officers 
armed with assault rifles 

suppress information about 
the security operation and 
alleged abuses.

The Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum said it had 
recorded at least 12 deaths, 78 
gunshot injuries and more than 
240 incidents of assault and 
torture.

The United Nations human 
rights office on Friday urged 
H a r a r e  t o  " s t o p  t h e  
crackdown", voicing alarm 
over the security forces' 
"excessive use of force" which 
included reports of them using 
live ammunition.

And it called on Zimbabwe's 
government "to find ways of 
engaging with the population 
about  the i r  l eg i t imate  
grievances".-AFP

c a l l s  f o r  M r  T h i e b a ' s  
resignation, as well as that of 
his defence and security 
ministers.

In his statement, President 
Kabore expressed his gratitude 
for their service. He said he 
hoped  to  fo rm a  new 
government soon.

A 34-year-old Canadian 
woman, Edith Blais, and an 
Italian man, Luca Tacchetto, 
30, have been missing in the 
country since mid-December.

The pair were travelling to 
Togo to work with an aid group 
when they disappeared.

Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Chrystia Freeland met 
with the 34-year-old's family 
on Friday, one day after the 
announcement  ano the r  
missing Canadian had been 
found dead.

Kirk Woodman, a geologist, 
was abducted by gunmen on 
Tuesday night from a mine 
exploration camp in the 
country's north.

No one has so far claimed 
responsibility for his murder, 
but groups linked to al-Qaeda 
are known to operate in the 
area.
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hanaian undercover 
journalist Ahmed GHussein-Suale, who 

was shot dead while driving 
home, is being buried today.

An MP, Kennedy Agyapong, 
who had threatened him has 
left the country denying he 
knew of the murder.

The journalist was a key 
member of the team which 

exposed corruption within the 
Ghanaian Football Association.

After the BBC broadcast the 
documentary several months 
ago, Mr Agyapong circulated 
photos of Mr Hussein-Suale and 
called for retribution against 
him.Many in Ghana have 
condemned his  actions, 
accusing him of exposing the 
undercover journalist to harm.

Burkina Faso, a poor land-
locked nation in Africa's Sahel 
region, has seen a surge in 
Islamist militant activity in 
recent years.

There have been deadly 
attacks on a cafe and the 

Mr Agyepong told local 
media he did not regret his 
comments and denied any 
involvement in the murder. He 
said he would submit to any 
form of investigation.

Meanwhile, President Nana 
Akufo-Addo has condemned 
the killing of the journalist and 
urged the police to increase its 
e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  t h o s e  

responsible.
The President of the Ghana 

Journalist Association, Affail 
Monney, has urged journalists 
to remain calm and not be 
intimidated by the incident.

Mr Husein-Suale, was shot 
three times in his car by an 
identified gunmen on a 
motorbike.

French embassy in the 
c o u n t r y ' s  c a p i t a l ,  
Ouagadougou.

Several northern provinces 
in its border regions have been 
under a state of emergency 
since 31 December.-BBC

Zimbabwe police erect road 
blocks to hunt protesters

A crackdown by Zimbabwean security forces has been 
fiercely criticised by the UN human rights office, with 

allegations of shootings, beatings and abductions of opposition 
figures, activists and residents (AFP Photo/ZINYANGE AUNTONY)

Entire Burkina Faso 
government resigns

Image copyright GETTY IMAGES: Prime Minister Thieba 
has been under pressure over a surge in militancy

Funeral for murdered 
Ghana journalist
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EditorialEditorial

THERE IS AN ongoing attempt to silent some members of 
the House of Representatives, who are viewed by the 
leadership of that august body as being very critical 
against Speaker Bhofal Chambers and his leadership 
style.  

THREE REPRESENTATIVES ARE currently being 
investigated by the Committee on Rules, Order and 
Administration at the House for allegedly bringing that 
body to public disrepute.

SINOE COUNTY DISTRICT #2 Rep. Nagbe Sloh, 
Montserrado County District #15 Rep. Adolph Lawrence 
and Montserrado County District #10 Rep. Yekeh Kolubah 
are facing probe for publicly disagreeing with Speaker 
Chambers.

THE SPEAKER FINDS no pleasure in critical comments 
against his leadership in the press, attributed to some of 
his colleagues. He is making no secrecy in expressing his 
disgust about such reports.   

ACCORDING TO REPORTS, Reps. Kolubah, Sloh and 
Lawrence accuse the leadership of the House headed by 
Speaker Chambers of involvement in malpractices.

HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE the unfolding development on 
Capitol Hill is far more than probing to set records 
straight. Rather, it is a calculated attempt to quiet 
dissenting views and renders that great hall for the 
exchange of ideals dormant, as it is already a rubber 
stamp to the Executive.

THE ALL MIGHTY Speaker Chambers is seeking absolute 
control of the rest of the 72 members in the House. He 
does not want to entertain any challenge from the floor 
during session.

LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS ARE all about disagreement 
and debate to derive majority consensus on a way 
forward. During such exercises, there would be bitter and 
sometimes, acrimonious exchanges, geared at getting 
the best ideas.          

BUT AS THINGS are proceeding in the House under the 
Chambers leadership, debate and divergent views are 
being thrown out of the window. Surely, this is not the 
kind of legislature Liberians envisage. They do not want a 
House which members would spend all of their time 
fighting one another rather than debating the matters of 
state.

WE CALL ON Speaking Chambers and his entire leadership 
to abandon the current prosecution of lawmakers with 
critical views. Instead, Chambers should exercise 
tolerance and accept criticism in good fate in order to 
become a better consensus builder in serving the Liberian 
people rather than going after perceived enemies as the 
present scenario depicts. 

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

ONDON – On December 3, 2018, the Central 
European University announced that from LSeptember 2019 it would relocate most of 

its teaching from Budapest to Vienna. Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s government had, in 
effect, closed down the CEU, founded by Orbán’s 
favourite bogeyman, George Soros. “Arbitrary 
eviction of a reputable university is a flagrant 
violation of academic freedom,” declared the 
university’s rector, Michael Ignatieff. “It is a dark 
day for Europe and a dark day for Hungary.”

But not for Orbán, who, as The New York Times 
reported, “has long viewed the school as a 
bastion of liberalism, presenting a threat to his 
vision of creating an ‘illiberal democracy.’” And 
Orbán’s “desire to shut it down was only 
deepened by its association with Mr. Soros,” 
whom he “has spent years demonizing.” In 
particular, he accuses Soros, who was born in 
Hungary and survived the Nazi occupation and the 
Holocaust, “of seeking to destroy European 
civilization by promoting illegal immigration.”

Mark Twain is often quoted as saying, “History 
doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes.” Sadly, 
we are a history-blind generation. Most people 
who read history do so for fun, not for instruction. 
The European Union is a symbol of overcoming the 
past, marking out a future guided by insights from 
science and economics, not from history. Yet 
disturbing recent developments, not just in 
Hungary, rhyme with ideas and discourses that 
most thought had been discarded decades ago.

Norman Stone’s sparkling new book, Hungary: A 
Short History, is a warning against ignoring 
history. It presents a country that never quite 
“caught up” with the West, and therefore never 
“settled down” to a calm post-nationalist 
existence. The modernizing influence of 
industrialization has always been subsumed in the 
problem of borders, religions, languages, and 
nationalities.

Hungary dreamed of nationhood long before it 
became a nation. Class structure took a typical 
East European form: German landlords, a Jewish 
merchant and financial class, and a “native” 
peasantry. A standardized Hungarian language 
was invented in the nineteenth century before 
any but “peasants and back of beyond 
clergymen” spoke it. Hungarian nationhood came 
too late – and was too often frustrated – to be 
readily reconciled with a larger European 
identity; nor, unlike in Germany, was nationalism 
discredited by self-inflicted catastrophe.

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the 
medieval Catholic Magyar kingdom of Hungary 
disappeared, its territory squeezed between 
Islam and Protestantism. It was first conquered by 
the Ottomans and then incorporated into the 
Habsburg Empire, before re-emerging as a 
“gigantic dwarf” with the establishment in 1867 
of the Austro-Hungarian dual monarchy.

The Treaty of Trianon (1920) broke up the Austro-
Hungarian empire into its “national” parts 
(including a much-shrunken Hungary), roughly in 
line with Woodrow Wilson’s principle of “national 
self-determination,” but left large, unhappy 
H u n g a r i a n  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Ro m a n i a ,  
Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia. Of the three 

successor states, only Czechoslovakia managed to 
establish a stable democracy – but only by keeping 
Hungarians (and far more numerous ethnic 
Germans) out of government.

Hungary was ruled by a dictator, Admiral Miklós 
Horthy, from 1920 to 1944. In the Vienna Award of 
1940, Hitler handed back Transylvanian Romania to 
Hungary in exchange for Hungarian adhesion to the 
Axis. After 1945, Hungary reverted to its 1920 
frontier, nominally independent, but in fact part of 
the subordinate “people’s democracies” of the 
Soviet bloc. It regained its sovereignty in 1989 and 
joined the European Union in 2004. In its current 
truncated form, Hungary is not big enough to strut 
on the European stage, but not small enough to fit 
into a post-nationalist mold.

Stone is particularly good on the role of Jews in 
Hungarian history. Although the Jewish 
cont r ibut ion  to  modern  Hungary  was  
“overwhelmingly positive” in culture, thought, and 
economic development, there were enough “dark 
sides” to entrench anti-Semitism. The ability of 
emancipated Jews to remake themselves into 
whatever form circumstances required fed the 
great anti-Semitic conspiratorial myth. Twenty-
eight of the 36 leaders of the short-lived Hungarian 
Soviet Republic of 1919 were Jewish. This led 
directly to the birth of Hungarian fascism and, 
ultimately, the deportation and extermination of 
more than 400,000 Jews in 1944. Jews who survived 
were also prominent in Mátyás Rákosi’s Stalinist 
regime from 1949-1956.

The rise – or better, the return – of “illiberal 
democracy” in parts of Europe today surprises us, 
because it refutes the established narrative of 
progress. But what is odd is not the reappearance of 
ancient faiths and prejudices, but rather the liberal 
belief that they could so easily be overcome. Our 
theory of progress is unidirectional. It links the 
growth of civilization to the growth of knowledge. 
But as the political philosopher John Gray points 
out, in ethics and politics, unlike in the natural 
sciences, things that are learned don’t necessarily 
stay learned. Even in the United States, torture was 
rehabilitated during the Bush presidency, and 
Trump is certainly some kind of throwback.

Likewise, different countries do not necessarily 
learn the same thing. That is why attention to their 
particular histories is so important. To understand 
why 17.4 million people in Britain voted to leave 
the EU, it is not enough to call them “left behinds” 
or ill-educated. One needs to know British history 
to understand why one suit does not fit all sizes.

Two rhymes from history can be heard in 
contemporary Hungarian politics: nationalism and 
anti-Semitism. So it is not foolish to draw parallels 
with interwar fascism. But to rhyme is not the same 
thing as to repeat. There is no parallel today to the 
existential crisis of European civilization following 
the World War I. And anti-Soros sentiment is a pale 
shadow of classical anti-Semitism. With a modicum 
of common sense, liberals should be able to ensure 
that the old tunes are muted. Not everything done 
in the name of history should be condoned. But nor 
should we neglect history as a portent of 
alternative futures.

The rise – or better, the return – of “illiberal democracy” in parts of 
Europe today surprises us, because it refutes the established narrative of 
progress. But what is odd is not the reappearance of ancient faiths and 
prejudices, but rather the liberal belief that they could so easily be 
overcome.

Silencing critical 
voices in the House 

Rhymes from Central Europe

By Robert Skidelsky

2019                                    MONDAY         JANUARY  21



4NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

ONDON – If there is one useful conclusion that economists and investors can draw from 
the crazy year that has just ended – indeed, from the whole crazy decade since the LGlobal Financial Crisis of 2008 – it is this: As they say in Hollywood, “Nobody knows 

anything.” In the film industry, the richest and most experienced studios and producers 
spend vast amounts of time and money on audience research, but still have no idea if their 
latest creations will turn out to be hits or flops. So why be surprised if the same is true of 
financial markets – or, for that matter, of commodity prices, policymaking, and corporate 
performance?

Why be shocked if the world’s richest company admits, as Apple did after Christmas, that it 
has no idea how many iPhones it will sell in China? Or if the world’s best-informed energy 
traders predict a global supply shortage that will boost oil prices above $100, just when a 
supply glut sends the market tumbling to $50? Or if the US president doesn’t know if he 
hates or loves global trade? Or if stock markets predict a global economic boom when bond 
markets predict recession and then both reverse suddenly, contradicting each other in the 
opposite direction?

At this time last year, economic expectations were almost universally optimistic. Every 
region of the world appeared to be simultaneously booming for the first time since the 2008 
financial crisis. Central bankers were confident that they could safely start to withdraw 
their extraordinary monetary stimulus, and stock-market investors were almost 
unanimously bullish. Yet 2018 turned into the worst year for investors since the financial 
crisis, forcing central bankers to begin backing away from their plans to normalize 
monetary policy, economists to downgrade their growth forecasts, and many businesses to 
prepare for recession in 2019 or 2020.

What went wrong? Economic data were only slightly weaker than expected in the second 
half of 2018. The World Bank, for example, has reduced its estimates of global growth in 
2018 and 2019 by just 0.1 percentage points, to 3% and 2.9%, respectively, since its June 
outlook.

The main cause for concern has been the behavior of financial markets. Many economists 
saw the simultaneous plunge in long-term interest rates and equity prices in December as 
an indicator of recession: either investors “know something” awful that is not yet evident in 
the statistics, or declining market sentiment would become a self-fulfilling prophecy by 
causing businesses or consumers to cut back. But, before concluding that financial markets 
can always predict or shape the future, we should recall that economic and policy changes 
usually move financial expectations – not vice versa.

So what events, apart from market volatility, would cause a recession or severe global 
slowdown? A popular answer is simply the passage of time. The global economic expansion 
that began in 2009 has already lasted almost ten years. If a US recession does not occur by 
2020, the country will have experienced the longest uninterrupted expansion in its history.

There is nothing in economic theory or historical experience to suggest that expansions die 
of old age, or that recessions happen spontaneously. But expansions do become more 
vulnerable to diseases of old age: high interest rates, rising energy prices, accelerating 
inflation, or banking crises that are triggered when unsustainably high property prices 
suddenly collapse. And if none of these economic mishaps occurs, eventually political 
leaders can become recklessly overconfident, leading to wars, trade conflicts, or gross 
budgetary mismanagement.

Several of these problems began to appear in 2018: rising interest rates in the US, fiscal 
tightening in Italy and much of Europe, an escalating tariff war between the US and China; 
and higher energy prices around the world. It is not surprising, therefore, that the world 
economy slowed in 2018, instead of accelerating, as most economists (including me) 
expected.

But many of the forces that caused last year’s slowdown are now reversing. Oil prices have 
fallen, US bond yields are back to almost where they started in 2018, trade conflicts appear 
to be subsiding, and China is easing macroeconomic policy at least to some extent (and will 
probably move to outright stimulus if its economy weakens much further).

The policy changes and political events just described were clearly the main drivers of last 
year’s market shocks. For example, January’s stock-market correction and volatility surge 
were clearly caused by fears of US overheating and rising bond yields. Once the overheating 
concerns subsided, bond repricing turned out to be very limited, equities everywhere 
rebounded, and the dollar remained very weak. Dollar weakness and global equity strength 
reversed abruptly in May, when markets were hit by a perfect storm of the three political 
shocks that I had considered most likely: soaring oil prices in anticipation of Iran sanctions; 
the US-China tariff war; and the formation of a left-right populist government in Italy.

In October, with political risks receding, emerging markets started to outperform, stock 
markets stabilized elsewhere (even in Europe), the oil price returned to what looked like a 
stable pre-sanctions range of $60-65, and the strengthening of the dollar ended. In short, 
markets seemed to move broadly in line with the changing political and macroeconomic 
fundamentals – until everything suddenly went haywire in early December. For the next 
three weeks, until December 24, the S&P 500 collapsed by 16% for no apparent reason, 
Brent oil plunged from $61 to $50, the dollar again strengthened, and yields on ten-year US 
bonds fell from 3% to 2.7%.

If all of the main fundamentals suggest that economic growth in 2019 could end up as strong 
or even stronger than in 2018, why, did equity prices and bond yields suddenly collapse last 
month? Could it be that investors are so confused by political chaos that they have given up 
trying to anticipate what could happen next?

If so, then markets, instead of being predictive, become increasingly reactive, simply 
extrapolating recent events. In a world where “nobody knows anything,” investors may be 
no better than Hollywood moguls at predicting the future.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 

The World Economy Goes Hollywood

By Anatole KaletskyO-pedO-pedO-ped

ASHINGTON, DC – When Zalmay Khalilzad was appointed as the US Special 
Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation in September 2018, an end to WAmerica’s longest war seemed finally to be in sight. Now, following President 

Donald Trump’s sudden announcement in late December that the United States will 
withdraw 7,000 of its troops from the country, the pressure on Khalilzad to secure a deal 
with the Taliban by spring has increased dramatically. Many now fear that Trump wants to 
leave Afghanistan regardless of the consequences, least of all for the country’s women.

Afghan women’s progress is essential to that of Afghanistan as a whole. Yet women are 
suddenly as invisible in international press coverage as they are in much of Afghan 
society. Privately, many diplomats concede that women’s rights are simply not a high 
priority in talks with the Taliban: nice but not necessary, and, given the Taliban’s horrific 
treatment of women when they ruled the country in the 1990s, probably a non-starter 
anyway.

This line of thinking is wrong. The Taliban leadership know that they have a potentially 
disastrous image problem. The international community ostracized their government in 
the 1990s, owing in part to their treatment of women. To be accepted as a legitimate 
political movement and a viable partner in any future power-sharing deal, Taliban 
leaders believe they must demonstrate that they have changed their views.1

And so they have – if ever so slightly. They now say that girls can attend school in the 
nearly 60% of the country under Taliban control, so long as gender segregation is 
enforced. This is a modest improvement from a generation ago, when their government 
prevented nearly all girls from attending school and women from working outside the 
home.

While Afghan women have made huge strides since the Taliban were ousted from power 
in 2001, their gains are at risk, and much more remains to be done. In a recent survey of 
15,000 Afghans, women said their biggest problems were lack of education and illiteracy. 
Investing in education and income-earning opportunities for women is vital. So, too, is 
redoubling efforts to improve women’s access to health care.

Afghan women face a one in ten chance of dying in childbirth. The situation is so dire that 
Taliban commanders have been known to request the government and NGOs to deploy 
more midwives to areas under their control. The number of girls in school is falling, legal 
protection for women is being rolled back, and women in public life are increasingly 
subject to harassment and violence. Addressing these issues is essential not only for 
Afghan women, but also for their children, their families, and the country.

The best way to ensure that women’s interests are represented in the peace talks is to 
include women at the negotiating table, giving them an equal role in the negotiation, 
design, and implementation of any peace process. While most foreign-policy 
professionals dismiss this suggestion as superfluous, or even frivolous, including women 
is a matter not only of principle, but also of effectiveness. Peace processes in which 
women participate are on average much less likely to fail, and any agreement reached is 
more likely to last.

Some might argue that the Taliban would never negotiate with an Afghan woman. But 
they already have. A group of Afghan women, all high-profile government officials and 
activists, met with representatives of the Taliban in Oslo in 2015. The Taliban explicitly 
requested and initiated the meeting, and later said they participated specifically to 
address concerns about their policies.

Shukria Barakzai, the Afghan ambassador to Norway who attended the dialogue and ran 
an underground girls’ school under the Taliban regime, says the women had no qualms 
about holding the Taliban to account for their past treatment of women. “It will be 
unbelievable to most people how tough we were on the Taliban,” Barakzai says. “But 
they listened patiently and respected what we were saying, and it was clear that this was 
not the same Taliban we faced in the 1990s.”

Since that meeting four years ago, however, little else has been done to facilitate 
dialogue between Afghan women and the Taliban. Western governments may publicly 
emphasize the importance of women’s rights, but they have done shockingly little to 
back up their rhetoric. The Trump administration, in particular, will not listen to these 
concerns, as Trump himself evinces little concern for women’s rights in the US, let alone 
Afghanistan.

The international community can and must step in. Under the current NATO mission, 39 
countries have troops on the ground and many others provide substantial aid to 
Afghanistan. Their commitment will be required to support any peace deal. They should 
use this leverage to ensure that women are at the negotiating table, their issues are on 
the agenda, and their rights are upheld in any deal.

If that proves impossible, these countries could launch and support a parallel Track II 
dialogue, focused exclusively on women’s rights, that could inform the broader 
negotiations. They should also increase aid expenditures in critical areas such as 
women’s health and education.

To be sure, any peace deal with the Taliban is likely to include difficult and distasteful 
compromises. But an agreement that lacks guarantees regarding the treatment of half 
the Afghan population is not worth having. And a peace that is not partly negotiated by 
women is much less likely to hold. Women’s rights, in Afghanistan and elsewhere, are not 
a foreign policy “extra.” They are essential to any serious efforts at conflict resolution.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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By Anne-Marie Slaughter 
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ike many African countries, Zimbabwe's 
economy needs sustainable resuscitation. LOn his mid-January official working visit to 

Moscow, President Emmerson Mnangagwa told 
Sputnik News Agency (SNA) in an interview: "We 
have always had cooperation in the field of 
defence and security with Russia. This we are not 
abandoning. At the moment, we don't have much 
economic muscle to buy such things which we 
would want to buy from the Russian Federation."

"But down the line, as Zimbabwe becomes 
stronger in terms of its economic muscle, we 
should be able to buy the type of military 
hardware, which we know the Russian Federation 
has and is the state-of-the-art type of equipment 
that they have, we are not in a hurry," Mnangagwa 
added.

By his words, President Emmerson Mnangagwa set 
the tone and precedence by adhering to the 
principle "African solutions to African problems" 
formulated by African themselves which Russia 
supports.

With many African elite, at least, during the past 
decade, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has held 
in-depth discussions on the current situation in 
Africa and always point to the possibility of 
continuing to promote effective bilateral 
cooperation in many spheres and to work together 
towards fully using existing potentials. He always 
reminds that Moscow firmly supports the principle 
formulated by the African countries, "African 
solutions to African problems."

According to any experts, most often talked about 
economic diplomacy. What is abundantly clear is 
how to stimulate African governments into 
exploring investment opportunities in Russia and 
Russian investors into Africa within some 
framework of mutual-cooperation.

Professor Vladimir Shubin, the Deputy Director of 
the Institute for African Studies, told me several 
years ago that "African leaders have to pay high 
attention to and take significant steps in 
promoting their achievements and highlighting 
their most development needs."

In an acknowledgement, he said Africa has a great 
potential for bilateral relationships with Russia. 
But the relations in many spheres, especially in 
economic cooperation, are lagging behind.

Shubin, however, pointed to the truth that 
"Africans have to acknowledge the fact that the 
world has progressively changed and they must be 
seen changing with the similar positive pace. It’s 
about time Africans have to take development 
issues seriously and work progressively towards 
establishing good governance and drastically seek 
improvement in the welfare for its large 
impoverished population."

President Vladimir Putin pledges to help 
Zimbabwean counterpart President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa "to stabilize the political situation" by 
investing in the country. Zimbabwe has been 
looking for foreign investment in installing its 
energy, building infrastructure, modernizing 
agriculture and industry – foreign investors who 

could offer the necessary boost to employment 
creating sectors.

Quite recently, Vyacheslav Volodin, the Chairman 
of the State Duma, told an instant meeting held 
with the Ambassadors of African countries in the 
Russian Federation, that Russia would take 
adequate steps to deliver on pledges and promises 
with Africa countries. "We propose to move from 
intentions to concrete steps," he said.

Zimbabwe's Ambassador to Russia, Major General 
(rtd) Nicholas Mike Sango, told me in an interview 
discussion that, "For a long time, Russia's foreign 
policy on Africa has failed to pronounce itself in 
practical terms as evidenced by the countable 
forays into Africa by Russian officials. The Russian 
Federation has the capacity and ability to assist 
Africa overcome these challenges leveraging on 
Africa's vast resources."

Mike Sango further expressed his views as follows: 
"Africa's expectation is that Russia, while largely 
in the extractive industry, will steadily transfer 
technologies for local processing of raw materials 
as a catalyst for Africa's development."

He said that the country was open to investment 
in energy and transport, including the 
construction of railways and highways, and was 
looking to attract and secure foreign investment 
and cooperation to transform the country's 
economy.

Zimbabwe's key priorities summarized as follows 
(in order of priority):
Energy: For industry and commerce to thrive 
there has to be sufficient power. Presently, 
Zimbabwe has a power deficit of 750 MW. The 
most reliable source is the 750 MW Hydro power 
plant which has been affected by low water levels 

due to two years of drought. The country is relying 
on power imports.

Agriculture Support: Agriculture is the economic 
mainstay and provides 15% of GDP. Water 
harnessing through dam construction, irrigation 
mechanization, and agricultural machinery are 
key areas.

Infrastructure Development: Although the 
country has a fair ly  wel l  developed 
infrastructure, the road and rail infrastructure 
needs refurbishment and expansion to take trade 
volumes for the country as well as its neighbours 
to the north.

Mining: Zimbabwe is endowed with abundant 
unexploited resources.

Manufacturing: Zimbabwe's manufacturing sector 
has been hit hard by illegal economic sanctions. 
Most industries have outdated and expensive to 
run machinery. They are in dire need of retooling, 
refurbishment and funding.

Tourism: Zimbabwe hosts one of the wonders of 
the world, the Victoria Falls. Investment in 
infrastructure development in the hotels would 
complement the opening by larger airports to 
accommodate larger body aircrafts.

Zimbabwe, a landlocked country in southern 
Africa, shares a 200-kilometre border on the south 
with South Africa, bounded on the southwest and 
west by Botswana, on the north by Zambia and on 
the northeast and east by Mozambique. 
Zimbabwe is a member of Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). *Kester Kenn 
Klomegah frequently writes about Russia, Africa 
and BRICS.

Zimbabwe awaits Russian investors
By Kester Kenn Klomegah

January 8, 2018feature article 
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regular maintenance of the 
route to ensure its life span.

M e a n w h i l e ,  M i n i s t e r  
Nyenpan has applauded 
residents of the Township of 
Gardnersv i l le  for  the i r  
meaningful self-help initiative 
undertaken to give the back 
route to the Nyanford Town 
Community a face lift.

He further assures that 
government is committed to 
the pro-poor development 
agenda of the country, urging 
Liberians to be patient. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  
government cannot do all of 
the roads at the same time.

Minister Nyenpan discloses 
that to ensure that most roads 
are rehabilitated and paved, 
the MPW has entered into a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding with Liberian 
contractors to work on short 
distance roads.

H e  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  
government’s intention is to 
ensure that qualified Liberian 
engineers are given the 
opportunity to positively 
contribute to the social 
reconstruction process of the 
country.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

ublic Works Minister 
Mobutu Vlah Nyenpan Pis asking Liberians to 

be patient as government 
str ives to improve the 
conditions of roads in the 
country.

Addressing hundreds of 
youth at a local intellectual 
center on Carey Street Friday, 
18 January, Minister Nyenpan 
said the Ministry of Public 

iberia’s President 
George Weah has Lp l e d g e d  h i s  

government commitment 
towards improving the Liberia 
National Fire Service (LNFS) in 
terms of equipment.

M r.  W e a h  s a i d  h i s  
administration would exert 
more efforts in getting the 
needed equipment for and 
improving working conditions 
at the LNFS. He said this will 
help this critical agency of 
Government effect ive ly  
execute its functions to the 
people.

He made the pledge Friday, 
January 18, 2019 when he met 
with a visiting delegation of 
the United States-based Fire 
Marshall Association at his 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Office.
President Weah described 

as very important the work of 
t h e  L N F S  t o  L i b e r i a ,  
acknowledging enormous risks 
that fire service personnel go 
through in the performance of 
their duties.

He also stressed the need 
for training LNFS personnel to 
improve service to the people. 

The President encouraged 
LNFS personnel to be robust 
a n d  p r o a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
performance of their duties 
and develop new approaches 
in fighting fire. 

President Weah, who 
recently toured the new 
terminal at the Roberts 
International Airport (RIA), 

Works (MPW) is presently 
e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  
rehabilitation of several roads 
including the Dry Rice Market 
that connects to Mount 
Barclay.

H e  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  
government decided to put 
emphasis on the route because 
i t  c o n n e c t s  s e v e r a l  
communities.

He notes that government 
will collect road tax for the 

used the meeting with the 
visiting delegation to express 
delight and satisfaction with 
the fire prevention equipment 
and mechanism set up at the 
airport. 

Head of the delegation, 
John Butler, thanked the 
L iber ian leader on h is  
ascendency to the presidency 
and for the work he has begun 
in transforming the country 
and the people of Liberia. 

He revealed that President 
Weah’s presidency has brought 
hope to the country, and 
pledged to work with the 
government to improve the 
LNFS. He also emphasized 
human capital development as 
essential to the strength and 
productivity of the entity.

Mr. Butler, who is Liberian 
by birth, asserted that his 
organization would work out 
m o d a l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  
assistance to the LNFS, mainly 
the provision of fire service 
trucks.    

During the meeting, the 
d e l e g a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  
President Weah a medal as 
Chief Fire Marshal.

The visiting delegation was 
led to the office of the 
President by officials of the 
LNFS. The Minister of Justice, 
Cllr. Musa Dean, and the 
Minister of Information, 
Culture and Tourism, Len 
Eugene Nagbe, were present 
at the meeting.

 n o n p r o f i t  
association, Friends Ain the Media (FIM), 

has donated assorted food and 
non-food items to the Liberian 
School for the Deaf in Virginia, 
B r e w e r v i l l e  To w n s h i p ,  
Montserrado County.

According to a release, the 
donated items included seven 
bags of rice, bag of slippers, 
cooking oil, sanitary pads, bag 
o f  t o o t h b r u s h e s  a n d  
toothpaste valued at hundreds 
of United States dollars.

Speak ing  du r i ng  the  
donation, FIM’s Jennie Fallah 
Wounuah said it was the 
group’s way of giving back to 
the society, especially those in 
dire need of assistance.

Madam Wounuah says the 
donation is FIM’s way of 
demonstrating to the deaf and 
dumb children at the school 
that they are not forgotten 
about and that they are part of 
those who make up the 
Liberian society.

She indicates that FIM is a 
non-for profit and non-
political group, comprising 
m e d i a  a n d  n o n - m e d i a  
practitioners in the country 
with like minds.

According to her, the groups 
has the aim of making far-
reaching impacts in the lives of 
the less fortunate and those in 

dire need of assistance.
Madam Wounuah says there 

are  severa l  other  less  
fortunate groups in the 
country, but FIM decided to 
take its first donation to the 
Deaf School because of their 
conditions and the need to give 
them hope that people are 
thinking about them.

She says FIM hopes to 
galvanize resources from its 
growing membership to make 
impact in society by touching 
and helping to transform lives.

Speaking through sign 
language, via an interpreter, 
the spokesperson for the 
beneficiary, Darlington Miller, 

says the donation is timely and 
will carry them a long way in 
addressing some of the 
pressing challenges with which 
they are faced.

He applauds FIM for the 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  g e s t u r e ,  
especially for thinking about 
them as being part of society 
who need assistance.

He then informs the group 
about the challenges they are 
facing including lack of 
security in an unfenced 
compound.

The Liberian School of the 
Deaf has over 80 students, 
with over thirty of them 
females.--Press release

LNFS to get boost

FIM donates assorted food, 
non-food items to deaf school

MPW asks Liberians to be patient

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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US Fire Marshall John Butler pins Pres. Weah with US Fire Dept. flag

Minister Mobutu Vlah Nyenpan 



their belief as Muslims. 
As Muslims, the Islamic 

Cleric says their duty is to 
continue to intercede on 
behalf of the government 
through regular prayer to 
Allah. 

On the made of President 
Weah to the Minister of State 
for  Pres ident ia l  Affa irs  
Nathaniel McGill, the Muslims 
gathered Saturday for prayers 
and thanksgiving at ATS with 
the presence of the President’s 
Re l i g i o u s  A d v i s o r  Re v.  
Emmanuel Nimely. 

The Muslims prayed for the 
nation’s peace and tranquility 
under the administration of 
the Coalition for Democratic 
C h a n g e  ( C D C )  - l e d  
government. 

S h e i k h  S u m a w o r o  
recognizes President Weah as 
the first Liberian president to 
pay the examination fees of 
students and allowed Muslims 
working in government to 
observe their regular prayer 
while at their respective 
workplaces. 

H e  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  
President Weah’s provision of 
free college education,  
restoring of the rights of 
Muslim students to attend 
major Muslim festivals during 
school day, among others. 

He adds that President 
Weah also resolved the issue of 

unnecessary demotion of 
Muslim students attending 
non-Muslim institutions in the 
country, contrary to decision 
t aken  by  some  s choo l  
authorities to prevent their 
religious practices. 

According to him, based on 
the level of work done by the 
Weah-led administration in the 
country, it is the conviction of 
the Muslim community that 
President Weah will stay in 
power for the next twelve 
years. 

He craves for multicultural 
respect and cooperation 
among all Liberians, regardless 
of their religious beliefs and 
practices so as to enhance 
government’s development 
agenda for the country and its 
people. 

O f f i c i a l l y  we l com ing  
Muslims to the prayer for 
Liberia, Sheikh Abubakar 
Kamara says the Muslim 
community is answering to 
President Weah’s call for 
Muslims and Christians to offer 
prayers for the nation and its 
people as the government 
turns one year on 22 January. 

The prayer for the nation 
was graced by dozens of 
Muslim students representing 
several Muslim schools in 
Monrovia and its environs.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Madam Elaine Saba from the United States of America lecturing12th graders 
at the Paynesville City Hall outside Monrovia
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 v i s i t ing  United 
S t a t e s - b a s e d   ALiber ian pr imary 

school teacher Madam Elaine 
Saba is volunteering her 
services while here, drilling 
12th graders preparing to 
write this year’s West African 
Senior School Certificate 
Examinations or WASSCE, 
annually administered by the 
West African Examination 
Council, WAEC. 

The intent of the practical 
exercises is to adequately 
prepare students in how to go 
about correctly answering 
exam questions, including 
reading comprehension.

Volunteering her expertise 
at the John Lewis Morris 
Memorial United Methodist 
High School in Paynesville, a 
suburb of Monrovia she 
cautions students to be 
mindful of how they read and 
answer questions on the 

exams.
Lecturing on the practical 

strategies to correctly reading 
and answering the English 
c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  

examination, Madam Saba, 
who hails from Maryland 
County in Southeast Liberia, 
but currently resides in the 
United States, explains that 

interaction with the students, 
she is confident they will make 
a successful pass in the 
impending exams.

Meanwhile, the second 
school to benefit from the 
exercise is the Effort Baptist 
School also situated in 
Paynesville City, outside 
Monrovia.

According to the Ministry of 
Education (MOE), the exercise 
is a pilot project that requires 
all senior high school students 
across the country to go 
through compulsory study 
classes.

Last year, the Minister of 
Finance and Development 
Planning Samuel Tweah, 
pronounced the Government 
of Liberia has allotted funds to 
conduct extra study sessions 
for 12th graders expected to 
write the regional exams that 
a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
simultaneously in Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, Ghana, The 
Gambia and Nigeria.

The exercises, which bring 
together 148 12th graders of 
the school, were held in the 
auditorium of the Paynesville 
City Hall. 

the study is to help high school 
students in understanding the 
dynamics of the WASSCE, 
which would enable them 
make a pass at the end of the 
process.

The Liberian educator, 
January notes that from her 

iberia has assumed the 
presidency of the LNetwork of  West 

African Cells of the European 
Development Fund (ROAC-
FED).

Over the weekend, Liberia 
took the title from the Gambia 
at the closure of the 9th 
Regional Meeting of the 
National Authorizing Officers 
Support Unit of the European 
Development Fund (EDF).

A c c e p t i n g  t h e  
Chairmanship on behalf of 
Liberia at the Millennium 
Guest House in Oldest Congo 
Town, Finance Minister Samuel 
D. Tweah expressed delight 
over the decision taken by the 
committee members for 
allowing Liberia to serve as 
president  of ROAC-FED.

Minister Tweah pledges to 
continue the great work that 
has already been started.

According to Minister 
Tweah, Liberia will build on 
the experience gained since 
2006 when the first ROAC-FED 
meeting was held in Guinea. 

He narrates that the 
network was established to 
enable National Authorizing 
Offices of the European 
Development Fund to share 
and communicate technical 
and development experiences.

Minister Tweah told the 
gathering that in order to 
enhance the effectiveness and 
impact of the EDF, there is a 
need to recognize that a vast 
gulf must exist between the 
design of a program or the 
allocation of development 
resources, and the impact 
those resources can deliver for 
developing countries. 

Minister Tweah points out 
that under Liberia’s leadership 
of the ROAC-FED, they will 
work closely with other 
countries and the EU to stretch 
the impact of EDF resource in 
member countries through 
stronger collaboration and 
meetings.

He recognizes the EU as a 
critical partner in west Africa, 
saying the EU is at the center 
of major transformation that 
were taking place in the West 

African region, especially 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
infrastructure space.

The 9th annual ROAC-FED 
Meeting began in Monrovia 
from Wednesday and ended 
Friday, 18 January. 

It is intended to provide the 
National Authorizing Offices 
and Regional Integration 
Organizations within the 
ECOWAS region a platform to 
exchange knowledge and 
experiences and deliberate on 
issues arising from the 
implementation of the EDF 
projects. 

The 9th regional meeting 
was also an informative way to 
promote cooperation and 
strengthen the national and 
regional bodies in enhancing 
development and to alleviate 
poverty.

Turning the mantle of 
authority over to Liberia, 
Gambian Deputy Parliament 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Affairs 
Ansumana Touray said the 
hosting of the meeting 
coincided with a historic 
m o m e n t  i n  L i b e r i a ’ s  
democracy after the conduct 
of internationally recognized 
election in 2017.

According to him, the 
importance of the 9th regional 
meeting cannot be over 
emphasized considering the 
development challenges that 
ECOWAS Countries are faced 
with, such as Terrorism, 
Climate Change, Migration, 
Poverty, and Food Insecurity, 
among others.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

Liberia takes over ROAC-FED Presidency
By Lewis S. Teh 

U.S.-based Liberian female teacher drills 12th 
graders thru WASSCE questions

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Starts from back page

More headline news   More headline news
2019                                    MONDAY         JANUARY  21

#Stop prioritizing foreign 
businesses over 

Liberian businesses!#

#Stop prioritizing foreign 
businesses over 

Liberian businesses!#

#Stop prioritizing foreign 
businesses over 

Liberian businesses!#

#Stop prioritizing foreign 
businesses over 

Liberian businesses!#

Muslims make demands



La police de Saclepea, 
dans le comté de Nimba, a 
mis en examen plusieurs 
personnes suspectées d’avoir 
violé à mort une jeune fille de 
11 ans à Bweh Town, dans le 
district électoral n ° 7.

La victime était une élève 
de la première année à 
l'école publique Johnny Vokar 

mais s'était rendu à Flumpa, 
dans le comté de Nimba, pour 
parler à sa petite mère 
lorsqu'il aurait commis l'acte.

Un rapport médical a 
établi que le nourrisson avait 
été agressé sexuellement, ce 
qui a conduit la police à 
porter des accusations de viol 
contre Amos, avant de 
l'envoyer à la prison de 
Sanniquellie.

Cependant, il a par la suite 

de Saclepea. Elle était partie 
un week-end à Bweh, sa ville 
natale, pour rendre visite à 
ses parents. C’est là-bas 
qu'elle aurait été violée par 
un groupe de psychopathes.

La famille a déclaré au 
correspondant du New Dawn 
que la défunte s'était rendue 
dans une crique pour se laver 

été vu en public, ce qui a 
amené la mère du bébé à 
quitter son village natal, 
F l umpa ,  appa remment  
humiliée.

Au même moment, Saye 
Doe, âgée de 32 ans, résidant 
dans la ville de Gbahn le long 
de la même route reliant 
Ganta à Saclepea, aurait violé 
à mort un bébé et aurait été 
appréhendé et détenu, puis 
relâché. 

les vêtements. C’est alors 
qu'elle aurait été violée par le 
gang.

La police de Saclepea a 
interpelé trois suspects, qui 
sont en train d'être interrogés 
dans le cadre de l'acte 
présumé. Deux des suspects 
dont l’identité n’a pas encore 
été révélée, ont cité un 
complice, un homme de 48 
ans.

Les statistiques de la 
division des femmes et des 
enfants de la police nationale 
du Libéria à Nimba montrent 
que la violence sexuelle à 
l'encontre des femmes, y 
compris le viol, est en 
augmentation depuis 2018.

En novembre 2018, la 
police de Flumpa, le long de 
l'autoroute Ganta-Saclepea, 
dans le district électoral n ° 
8, a arrêté un homme de 28 
ans qui aurait violé son bébé 
de deux mois dans la même 
pièce après que sa femme 
l'ait empêché d'avoir des 
relations sexuelles avec lui la 
nuit précédente.

Le suspect Amos Dolo est 
originaire du comté de Bong, 

comité sur les affaires de 
l'exécutif, Munah Pelham 
Youngblood, s’est plainte de 
ce  que dans  certa ins  
quotidiens locaux, les 
représentants Kolubah, Sloh 
et Lawrence aient accusé les 
dirigeants de la Chambre des 
représentants de fautes 
professionnelles.

L a  R e p r é s e n t a n t e  
Youngblood a déclaré que les 
a l l é g a t i o n s  é t a i e n t  
c o n t e n u e s  d a n s  l e s  
publications de certains 
quotidiens locaux du jeudi 17 
janvier. 

Elle regrette que le 
représentant  S loh  a i t  
affirmé, selon les journaux, 
qu’il serait en possession de 
documents prouvant qu'avec 
l e  c o n s e n t e m e n t  d u  
président de la chambre des 
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À Nimba : Une fille de 11 ans 
violée à mort par un gang

Trois législateurs font 
l’objet d’une enquête

NEW DAWN

e  C o m i t é  d u  
R è g l e m e n t ,  d e  Ll ’ o r d r e  e t  d e  

l ’administrat ion de la 
Chambre des représentants 
est en train d’enquêter sur 
trois représentants qui 
auraient jeté le discrédit sur 
la Chambre.

Le  Représentant  du  
district 2 du comté de Sinoe, 
Nagbe Sloh, le représentant 
du district 15 du comté de 
M o n t s e r r a d o ,  A d o l p h  
Lawrence, et le représentant 
du district 10 du comté de 
Montserrado, Yekeh Kolubah, 
font l'objet d'une enquête 
après s'être mis en désaccord 
avec le président de la 
Chambre, Bhofal Chambers.

M. Chambers est issu de la 
Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique (CDC) du 
président George Manneh 
Weah. A l'exception du 
représentant Kolubah, deux 
des législateurs mis en cause 
sont également de la CDC.

La Chambre des députés, 
sous la présidence de Bhofal 
Chambers, ne semble plus 
supporter les critiques qui 

représentants, certains 
législateurs ont, au fil des 
mo i s ,  r e ç u  e t  v e n d u  
personnellement une énorme 
quantité d'essence qui était 
pourtant destinée à tous les 
membres du parlement.

L a  r e p r é s e n t a n t e  
Youngblood s’est plainte 
également de ce que le 
représentant Kolubah, lors 
d’un entretien avec des 
journalistes le 16 janvier, ait 
affirmé que la représentante 
Mariamu Fofana, présidente 
du Comité du Règlement, de 
l'ordre et de l'administration, 
aurait reçu certains articles 
au nom de la Chambre, mais 
qu'elle les aurait détournés.

Youngblood est encore 
plus en colère avec M. 
Kolubah qui aurait présenté 
une série de documents aux 
j o u r n a l i s t e s  p e n d a n t  
l'entretien pour étayer ses 
allégations.

Entre temps, la plénière 
de la Chambre a transmis la 
plainte contre les trois 
législateurs impliqués à la 
Commission du Règlement, 
d e  l ' o r d r e  e t  d e  
l'administration qui a une 
semaine pour présenter son 
rapport.

 En plus, pour museler les 
autres députés qui sont 
opposés au leadership actuel, 
un amendement a été 
apporté selon lequel pendant 
toute la durée de l'enquête 
sur les représentants Sloh, 
Kolubah et Lawrence, tout 
législateur qui s'adressera 
a u x  m é d i a s  s e r a  
automatiquement suspendu.

proviennent des députés 
Lawrence et Sloh, tous deux 
députés de la CDC. Ces 
députés, en dépit de leur 
appartenance au parti au 
pouvoir commencent à 
ressembler au réputé de 
l 'opposition, le député 
Kolubah, qui critique sans 

relâche non seulement le 
pouvoir exécutif, mais 
également l'ensemble des 
députés. 

Dans une communication 
adressée à l 'assemblée 
plénière, la représentante du 
district 9 du comté de 
Montserrado et présidente du 

FrançaisFrançais
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ONDRES – Le 3 décembre 2018, l’Université 
d’Europe centrale a annoncé qu’elle Lrelocaliserait à partir de septembre 2019 ses 

enseignements de Budapest à Prague. Le 
gouvernement du Premier ministre hongrois Viktor 
Orbán a en effet décidé de la fermeture de l’UEC, 
établissement fondé par George Soros, la bête noire 
d’Orbán. « L’éviction arbitraire d’une université 
renommée constitue une violation flagrante de la 
liberté académique », a déploré le recteur de 
l’université, Michael Ignatieff. « C’est un jour sombre 
pour l’Europe, et un jour sombre pour la Hongrie. »

Certainement pas pour Orbán, qui, comme l’a 
rapporté le New York Times, « considérait depuis 
longtemps cet établissement comme un bastion du 
libéralisme, représentant une menace pour sa vision 
de la création d’une 'démocratie illibérale' ». La « 
volonté d’Orbán de procéder à cette fermeture a été 
renforcée par le lien unissant l’établissement à M. 
Soros », que le Premier ministre hongrois « diabolise 
depuis des années ». Orbán accuse notamment Soros, 
né en Hongrie, survivant de l’occupation nazie et de 
la Shoah, « de chercher à détruire la civilisation 
européenne en soutenant l’immigration illégale ».

Mark Twain est souvent cité pour sa formule « 
L’histoire ne se répète pas, mais elle produit souvent 
des échos ». Triste constat, notre génération est 
sourde aux enseignements de l’histoire. La plupart de 
ceux qui parcourent les livres d’histoire le font pour 
se divertir, pas pour s’instruire. L’Union européenne 
constitue le symbole d’une démarche consistant à 
surmonter le passé en se traçant un avenir fondé sur 
les connaissances scientifiques et économiques, 
plutôt que sur les enseignements historiques. Or, un 
certain nombre d’évolutions récentes, et pas 
seulement en Hongrie, font écho à des idées et 
discours que la plupart d’entre nous pensions 
abandonnés depuis des décennies.

Le brillant ouvrage récent de Norman Stone intitulé 
Hungary: A Short History est une mise en garde contre 
notre tendance à oublier l’histoire. Il décrit un pays 
qui n’a jamais véritablement « rattrapé » l’Occident, 
et qui par conséquent ne s’est jamais « installé » dans 
une existence post-nationaliste apaisée. L’influence 
modernisatrice de l’industrialisation a toujours été 
engloutie par des problématiques de frontières, de 
religions, de langues et de nationalités.

La Hongrie rêvait du statut de nation bien avant de 
devenir un État. La structure de classe a pris une 
forme typiquement est-européenne : propriétaires 
germaniques, classe commerçante et financière 
juive, et classe paysanne pour la population native. 
Une langue hongroise normalisée a été instaurée au 
XIXe siècle, avant même que les « paysans et curés de 
campagne » ne sachent la parler. Mais le sentiment 
d’une nation hongroise est apparu trop tardivement – 
et a subi trop de frustrations – pour pouvoir être 
réconcilié avec une plus large identité européenne. 
Par ailleurs, à la différence du cas allemand, ce 
nationalisme n’a pas été discrédité par un désastre 
auto-infligé.

Aux XVIe et XVIIe siècles, disparaît le royaume 
médiéval catholique des Magyar de Hongrie, dont le 
territoire sera divisé entre l’islam et le 
protestantisme. Il sera pour la première fois conquis 
par les Ottomans, puis incorporé à l’empire des 
Hasbourg, avant de resurgir en tant que puissance à la 
fois majeure et mineur, avec la création en 1867 de la 
double monarchie austro-hongroise.

Le traité de Trianon (1920) officialise la dislocation de 
l’empire austro-hongrois en différentes parties « 
nationales » (dont la très réduite Hongrie), 
globalement en phase avec le principe d’« 
autodétermination nationale » de Woodrow Wilson, 
mais laisse de côté d’importantes minorités 
insatisfaites en Roumanie, en Tchécoslovaquie et en 

Yougoslavie. Sur ces trois États successeurs, seule la 
Tchécoslovaquie parviendra à instaurer une démocratie 
stable – mais seulement en maintenant les Hongrois (et 
encore beaucoup plus de Germains ethniques) à l’écart 
du gouvernement.

De 1920 à 1944, la Hongrie sera gouvernée par un 
dictateur, l’amiral Miklós Horthy. Lors du deuxième 
arbitrage de Vienne, en 1940, Hitler rend la 
Transylvanie roumaine à la Hongrie, en échange d’une 
adhésion hongroise à l’Axe. Après 1945, la Hongrie 
retrouve ses frontières de 1920, théoriquement 
indépendante mais en réalité partie intégrante des « 
démocraties populaires » du bloc soviétique. Elle 
regagnera sa souveraineté en 1989, et rejoindra l’Union 
européenne en 2004. Sous son actuelle forme tronquée, 
la Hongrie n’est pas suffisamment étendue pour peser 
sur la scène européenne, mais pas assez réduite pour 
entrer dans le moule post-nationaliste.

Stone évoque avec beaucoup de justesse la question du 
rôle des juifs dans l’histoire hongroise. Bien que la 
contribution des juifs à la Hongrie moderne ait été « 
éminemment positive » en termes de culture, de pensée 
et de développement économique, certains « côtés 
sombres » ont malheureusement conduit à l’ancrage de 
l’antisémitisme. La capacité des juifs émancipés à 
renaître sous quelque forme nécessaire face aux 
circonstances est venue alimenter le grand mythe 
conspirationnel antisémite. Pas moins de 28 des 36 
dirigeants de la brève République soviétique de Hongrie 
de 1919 étaient juifs. Ceci a donné naissance au 
fascisme hongrois, puis à la déportation et à 
l’extermination de plus de 400 000 juifs en 1944. Les 
juifs qui ont survécu ont par ailleurs joué un rôle majeur 
dans le régime staliniste de Mátyás Rákosi entre 1949 et 
1956.

La montée en puissance – ou plus précisément le retour – 
de la « démocratie illibérale » dans certaines régions 
d’Europe aujourd’hui est pour nous surprenante, dans la 
mesure où elle réfute le discours dominant autour du 
progrès. Mais la surprise réside moins dans la 
réapparition des convictions et préjugés d’autrefois que 
dans la croyance libérale selon laquelle ces convictions 
et préjugés seraient facilement surmontables. Notre 
théorie du progrès est unidirectionnelle. Elle associe 
l’avancée de la civilisation à l’avancée de la 
connaissance. Or, comme le fait valoir le philosophe 
politique John Gray, en matière éthique et politique, 
contrairement aux sciences naturelles, les 
enseignements entendus ne deviennent pas 
nécessairement des enseignements acquis. Aux États-
Unis mêmes, la torture a fait sa réapparition pendant la 
présidence Bush, tandis que Trump incarne clairement 
une forme de régression.

De même, différents pays n’apprennent pas 
nécessairement la même chose. C’est pourquoi il est si 
important de prêter attention à leur histoire 
particulière. Pour comprendre comment 17,4 millions 
d’électeurs en Grande-Bretagne ont pu voter la sortie 
de l’UE, il ne suffit pas d’expliquer qu’ils seraient « 
laissés pour compte » ou peu instruits. Il faut connaître 
l’histoire britannique pour comprendre pourquoi une 
solution à taille unique ne convient pas à tous.

Deux échos de l’histoire résonnent dans la politique 
actuelle de la Hongrie : nationalisme et antisémitisme. 
Il n’est pas absurde d’établir certains parallèles avec le 
fascisme de l’entre-deux-guerres. Mais la résonnance 
d’un écho ne signifie pas la répétition de l’histoire. Il 
n’existe pas de parallèle entre la situation actuelle et la 
crise existentielle de la civilisation européenne qui 
suivit la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Le sentiment anti-
Soros est une pâle version de l’antisémitisme classique. 
Avec un minimum de bon sens, les libéraux devraient 
parvenir à faire taire les vieilles rengaines. Tout ce qui a 
été commis dans l’histoire ne saurait être pardonné. 
Mais nous ne devons pas non plus négliger l’histoire en 
tant que présage d’un futur tout autre.

FrançaisFrançais

l n’y pas de jour qui passe 
sans que le président de la IC h a m b r e  d e s  

Re p r é s e n t a n t s ,  B h o f a  
Chambers, n’ait été la cible 
d’attaques verbales. Même 
ses collègues l’accusent de 
dérive dictatoriale et de 
s’être livré à des actes 
d’irrégularité.
En effet, Chambers a encore 
récemment essuyé des  
c r i t i q u e s  p a r  m é d i a s  
interposés, le jeudi 17 janvier 
pour être précis, lorsque le 
r e p r é s e n t a n t  d e  l a  
circonscription électorale n ° 
3 du comté de Grand Bassa, 
Vincent Willie, l’a clairement 
qualifié de « faux et de très 
corrompu ».
Lo r s  de  s on  ém i s s i on  
radiodiffusée intitulée Prime 
M o r n i n g  D r i v e ,  l e  
représentant Willie a fait 
remarquer que le Président 
contrastait parfaitement avec 
les critiques qu'il avait lui-
même formulées à l'encontre 
de l'ancienne présidente Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf et même de 
l'un de ses prédécesseurs, Alex 
J. Tyler.
Il estime en outre que l’actuel 
président de la chambre des 
représentants, qui pendant 12 
ans fut député avant de 
p r e n d r e  l a  t ê t e  d e  
l’hémicycle, ne maitrise pas 
encore les règles et les normes 
élémentaires qui régissent les 
séances plénières, d’où il 
commet d ' innombrables 
erreurs.
« Pendant plus de dix ans, il 
n’a rien appris sur les règles et 
les procédures législatives, 
mais il a passé son temps à 
créer des scènes politiques 
dans le seul but de mettre le 
gouvernement passé contre le 
public », a-t-il dit, avant de 
l’accuser de colporter des 
rumeurs au président de la 
république George Manneh 
Weah au sujet de ses collègues 
q u i  c r i t i q u e n t  s o n  
administration.
Le législateur de Grand Bassa 
a ajouté que depuis son 
arrivée au Capitole l'année 
dernière, le Président n'a pas 
réussi à faire pression sur le 

pouvoir exécutif par le biais 
du ministère des Finances 
pour que celui-ci décaisse les 
fonds alloués à l’achat des 
véhicules et à la mise en 
œuvre des  projets  de 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  
c o m m u n a u t a i r e  
conformément à la loi des 
finances du pays.
Pour le représentant Willie, le 
président de la chambre des 
députés est incompétent et 
incapable pour le poste, et 
q u e  s a  p r i n c i p a l e  
préoccupation est de lutter 
pour des gains personnels, en 
ignorant le sort des 72 autres 
législateurs.
Le représentant du comté de 
Sinoe, Jay Nagbe Sloh, a 
révélé que de nombreux 
législateurs se préparaient à 
des t i tuer  le  Prés ident  
Chambers, car il n'avait pas 
réussi  à améliorer ses 
relations de travail de 
manière à faire avancer la 
Chambre.
Mais le représentant de la 

circonscription électorale n ° 
7 du comté de Montserrado, 
Solomon George, n'est pas de 
cet avis. Il a fait valoir que les 
législateurs qui aspirent à 
acheter des voitures et de 
l'argent pour des projets 
législatifs veulent de leur 
plein gré que le président 
Chambers sollicite des pots-
de-vin.
Le représentant George a fait 
remarquer que certains 
législateurs sont venus au 
Capitole avec la perception 
que l'Assemblée législative est 
un endroit où l'on gagne plus 
d'argent que n'importe où.
Il a affirmé qu'un groupe de 
législateurs dirigé par le 
r e p r é s e n t a n t  d e  l a  
circonscription électorale n ° 
15 du comté de Montserrado, 
Adolph Lawrence, est en train 
de mobiliser certains de ses 
collègues législateurs pour 
qu'ils manquent de respect 
envers le président Chambers, 
mais New Dawn n'a pas vérifié 
cette affirmation de manière 
indépendante. 
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Le Président Chambers est un faux 
(le Représentant Vincent Willie)

Les échos de l’histoire en Europe centrale

Par Robert Skidelsky



NEW DAWN  10www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    

The Implication(s) of Rhetoric in Liberian Politics
By Ambrues M. Nebo Sr. neboambrues@gmail.com/nebo1975@yahoo.com 0777531129/0888093805

2019                                    MONDAY         JANUARY  21

the world, however, if you juxtapose the assertion of 
many Liberian (“gone are the days of rhetoric in 
Liberian politics?”) by the quotation, it will be safe 
to make the inference that rhetoric can be portrayed 
as empty, false when it fails to deliver the political 
goods promised during political campaigns.  From this 
inference, it can also be inferred or argued that it is 
the attitude of some politicians that influenced the 
wrong perception of many people about rhetoric in 
Liberian politics.  Today many frustrated individuals 
are describing their electoral districts as abandoned. 
This could be one of the reasons why, Plato many 
decades ago defines rhetoric as the persuasion of 
ignorant masses within the courts and assemblies. He 
further opinionated that rhetoric is “merely a form of 
flattery and functions similarly to cookery, which 
masks the undesirability of unhealthy food by making 
it taste good”

The Implications
Deriving from the attitude of some politicians that 
over the years fail to deliver or impact the lives of 
their constituencies as evidenced by the abandoned 
districts asserted by many people, what are the 
implications of rhetoric in Liberian politics? 

It worth the argument that because people or voters 
were carried away or manipulated by rhetoric for 
which many people are on more interested in, 
aspirants or candidates having the sincere intent to 
impact the lives of people but have no history of 
concrete development projects prior to election may 
find it difficult for voters to buy their platform 
eloquently articulated. This is simply because of 
people victimized by candidates they thought to have 
spoken with sincere intent to impact their districts. 
With scar of victimization still fresh on their minds, 
Voters may careless about the track record of the 
candidates. 

Convinced that people or voters are no more 
interested in rhetoric, smart candidates who may not 
have the sincere intent to impact their districts 
pretentiously engaged into concrete development 
projects blinded with rhetoric so as to convince 
electoral districts that if they win election, more 
development projects will be executed. On this basis, 
some of the candidates that won elections changed 
over nights on grounds that they have already 
impacted the lives of the constituencies.  

In absence of empirical evidence to support the 
claims, don't be surprised to discover that some of the 
so called abandoned districts are result of the second 
implication above. Moreover, the recent Senatorial 
elections in which out of the fifteen Senators only two 
incumbent were re-elected could suggest another 
empirical evidence in favor of the argument or claim. 

Today as we speak, some individuals desperate for 
political office or positions mainly for their personal 
aggrandizements are engaging into what they called 

development projects in their districts so as to 
convince electorates that more will come if they win 
election. 

The unknown implication caused by the attitude of 
some of the politicians is deceitfulness often 
exhibited by the electorates.  Reminded by what may 
have happened in the past in which they felled prey to 
development projects blended with rhetoric, they 
become apprehensive about trusting aspirants using 
the same strategy. Consequently, they pretentiously 
pledge their supports often described by many 
Liberians “they will eat his money and fool him”. 

Though using the same strategy by other candidates 
that won election, that aspirant may differ in intent 
to impact the lives of his/her district; however 
he/she may find it difficult because of too much 
skepticism in the minds of the electorates.  

On side of the electorates, some are victim because of 
their conscious actions.  Aspirants convinced that 
mere rhetoric will not move electorates, inducing 
them with pecuniary stimulant during campaigns 
intended to buy their votes become the only available 
tool or strategy. For sure case, this has happened in 
past elections regardless of empirical evidence. To 
prove this, think about voters' education posters, 
placard, etc. cautioning voters not to sell their voting 
power for rice or cash benefits by National Election 
Commission and other relevant institution. If this was 
not happening, why NEC and other relevant 
institutions spend resources on nationwide voters' 
education?  Some of the so called electoral 
abandoned districts may be directly linked to the 
conscious attitude of electorates. 

In summation, rhetoric will never cease from politics. 
Aspirants must explain their platform and manifestos 
to electorates.  Without the use of rhetoric during 
campaigns, electorates will know nothing about the 
candidates' intention to impact lives as contained in 
the platforms.  What is important is for the 
electorates to look behind rhetoric, trace the record, 
research when the candidates have become 
interested in community or electoral district 
development projects, in other words, when and why 
the candidates started to engage into development 
projects?  This is because, it is argued that people 
with historical record of carrying out development 
projects prior to political ambition are likely to 
impact the lives of their district when elected than 
people carrying out development projects with 
expressed political ambition when elected. These are 
people that discontinue from the so called 
development projects following defeat in the 
election.  This suggests clearly that their intention 
was not motivated by humanitarian conditions.  On 
the contrary, those with historical record of 
development project continue the project motivated 
by humanitarian conditions which has been the 
driving force long since. Defeat in election will not 
discontinue their urge to help the districts or 
electoral communities. 

Editor's note: This article is being repeated in the 
wake of the increasing rhetoric in the country from 
both the ruling and opposition parties.

t is no doubt that in Liberian politics, some people 
have ascended to political positions through the Iuse of rhetoric. These are people prior to their 

ascendency that have no record of concrete 
development that one would argue as the motivation 
or driving force that influenced the decision of 
electorates or voters in their favor. They became 
victorious just by their ability to sell their manifesto 
or platform to the audience.
 
If you were to take a sample survey, don't be surprised 
to realize or discover that many people nowadays are 
sick and tired with the concept “rhetoric”. Their 
perceptions suggest that the concept is losing or has 
lost its flavor in Liberian politics. This is indicative of 
the assertion “gone are the days of rhetoric in 
Liberian politics” often lisped by many Liberians. 
Some even on radio talk shows introduced themselves 
as calling from abandoned districts.

As the crux of the argument in this article, the 
assertion suggests the implication of rhetoric that 
many politicians or those seeking political office or 
positions may not be aware of in contemporary 
Liberian politics. 

To begin the argument, it is essential that we look at 
how rhetoric is conceptualized especially within the 
realm of politics. For the purpose of this article which 
is applicable to Liberia context, research 
conceptualized rhetoric as the capability of writers or 
speakers to inform, most likely to persuade, or 
motivate particular audiences in specific situations. 
In applying the concept to Liberia context, the writers 
or speakers can be equated to politicians or those 
seeking political positions who may not necessarily be 
politician by profession or career. Situation as used in 
the definition can be equated to election period or 
political campaigns.   Audiences can also be equated 
to eligible voters in all of the electoral districts or 
constituencies. To motivate or persuade constituents 
suggest acknowledgement or acceptance and 
conviction that campaigns platforms or manifestos 
eloquently articulated will impact the lives or 
conditions as promised. In other words, the voters are 
convinced that from the way the speaker presented 
the message or platform he or she will deliver the 
promises if elected. In this case, some of the voters 
may worry or care less about the track record of the 
aspirants or candidates.  Motivation or persuasion can 
only be determined by the results of the election. It 
means that the victory of a candidate suggests that he 
or she ably motivated and persuaded the voters by 
his/her platform. 

From the conceptualization of rhetoric, it is safe to 
argue that the concept is not a repulsive art in politics 
or repugnant to politics for which many people are 
seeing it to be irrelevant in our contemporary politics. 
It worth arguing that in politics, voters are persuaded 
or motivated based on how candidates or aspirants 
sell their platforms. Doubtlessly, the use of rhetoric is 
one of the means to winning election. 

If the use of rhetoric is not repugnant to politics, the 
question is asked why many people are saying “gone 
are the days of rhetoric in Liberian politics? “ 

With the help of research, the below quotation from 
anonymous author provides insight. 
“Because “rhetoric” has often been portrayed as 
empty, false, argumentative, or manipulative, many 
people dismiss it, avoid it, or blame it for many ills in 
the world”.  

Although the author did not tell or explain how 
rhetoric can be portrayed as empty, false, 
manipulative promises that consequently convinced 
many people to dismiss it or blame it for many ills in 
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#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to 
succeed undo the errors by 

your predecessors. #



onrovia and its 
e n v i r o n s  a r e  Moverwhelmed by 

stockpill of garbage, creating 
serious health hazard and 
environmental pollution that 
poses  grave danger to 
i n h a b i t a n t s  e s p e c i a l l y  
c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e b y  
contradicting Mayor Jefferson 
Koijee’s much publicized 
“Green City” campaign.

Residents across the capital 
have resorted to burning 
uncollected garbage due to 
failure of the Monrovia City 
Corporation under Mayor 
Koijee to collect waste as part 
o f  t h e  M C C  s t a t u t o r y  
functions.  

A New Dawn’s investigation 
across Monrovia and its 
environs  discovers heap of 
g a r b a g e  i n  v a r i o u s  
communities, breeding flies, 
cockroaches and rodients amid 
cooked food centers and 
market places along the 
streets.

 children party hosted 
under the auspices of AMontserrado County 

District#10 Representative 
Yekeh Kolubah on the campus 
of the Ford-Madden Academy, 
a private institution along the 
Smythe Road in Old Road 
community turned chaotic and 
bloody Sunday, 20 January, 
leaving several persons 
injured, mainly children 
including an officer of the 
Police Support Unit (PSU).

According to eyewitnesses, 
Rep. Kolubah had organized 
the occasion to entertain 
children from his district and 
provide them book bags, 
copybooks and other school 
mate r i a l s  when  a  guy  
identified as Mohammed Bah 
arrived on the scene and began 
v i d e o t a p i n g ,  b u t  w a s  
prevented by an aide of the 
lawmaker only identified as 
Keita, who allegedly attacked 
Mohammed, biting off a piece 
of the victim’s ear. Keita is 
reportedly under police 
custody. 

But angry crowd suspected 
to be CDCians instantaneously 
demanding the living body of 
Keita to maim him to death, 
retaliated with hails of stones 
f r o m  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n ,  
wounding a PSU officer and 
creating a serious stampede 
that left several others, 
including some of the children 
reportedly sustaining injuries.

The violence that ensued 
disrupted the occasion as 
residents, most of them 
parents, including bystanders 
ran helter-skelter to rescue 
their children and for their 
own lives.             

  In the midst of the 
violence, Rep. Kolubah claims 

s m o k e  b l o w i n g  a c r o s s  
communities from buruning 
f i l th   l i t  by  unknown 
individuals, contradicting law 
of the Environmental Pollution 
Agency (EPA) which prohibits  
burning garbage in public.

Elsewhere across Monrovia, 
sewage system breaks lose 
thereby spilling feces into the 
streets to the disgust of 

  The lawmaker continues 
that he will tell his colleagues 
to invite Col. Sudue to answer 
why he only takes instruction 
from the President.

 He accuses the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) of being 
a partisan force, and that 
Director Sudue has become 
private security to President 
Weah.

Rep. Kolubah explains that 
the violence was allegedly 
p lanned because those 
involved were the same people 
who held placards along the 
Smyther Road including the 
c o m m u n i t y  C h a i r m a n ,  
chanting “Yekeh must go.”

 He confirms that a police 
officer was wounded in the 

violence, but those who 
allegedly wounded the officer 
were not arrested, except his 
private security. 

However, Police Chief 
Patrick Sudue in an interview 
via mobile phone with the New 
Dawn Sunday evening, terms 
Kolubah’s claims as a malicious 
lie.   He challenges Kolubah to 

The Nancy B. Doe Market in 
Sinkor, which hosts thousands 
of marketers and their children 
that attend the market school; 
Slipway Public school area; 
West Point intersection; 
Randall Street, Water Front 
and other parts, are faced with 
serious health danger.

At some of the garbage 
sites, this paper observes thick 

Police Inspector General Col 
Patrick Sudue informed him 
that President George Manneh 
Weah had instructed the Police 
to arrest only the lawmaker’s 
private security, and not 
alleged CDCians who were at 
the protest.

 He says the Police arrested 
is his personal aide assigned to 
him at the Capitol.

 According to the District#10 
lawmaker, he spent thousands 
of dollars for the children 
party, but the event was 
disrupted as a result of the 
violence.

 He also claims that he 
called the Police IG more than 
20 times to report the 
situation, but he did not show 

up.
Besides, Yekeh, himself a 

former police officer, adds that 
he then called 105, a senior 
police authority, more than 20 
times in the presence of 
Journalist J. Korvar Beyan, but 
the police allegedly refused to 
go to his rescue until the 
people in the violence moved 
to his house.

heavy group of protesters were 
throwing objects at the police, 
wounding the head of one of 
the officers.

 He wonders how police had 
to do this if they were 
instructed to see Kolubah 
killed, as alleged by the 
lawmaker. 

Sudue narrates that a guy 
was doing video at Kolubah’s 
program when he was engaged 
and taken out.

 In the process, it was 
alleged that the guy and 
Kolubah’s security went into a 
tussle when he got wounded.

He further claims one of the 
responding police officers got 
hit in the head in the process, 
when they tried to whisk 
Kolubah’s security away from 
angry mob that wanted to kill 
the suspect.

 However, he says the Police 
took Kolubah’s personal 
security to the LNP central 
headquarters in Monrovia, 
noting that Kolubah was 
besieged, and the Police were 
under attack.

“ H e  a n d  I  h a d  n o  
conversation about the 
President,” he clarifies.

He observes that Kolubah 
had with him some guests from 
America in the hall and he had 
fear that they could have 
sustained injuries, that’s why 
he was screaming. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne 

provide proof of having 
conversat ion about the 
President, saying he would 
resign if the lawmakers 
produce evidence of such 
interaction with him. 

Col. Sudue wonders why 
would the President wants 
Kolubah arrested, saying, “It’s 
just a lie.”

 Hhe says Kolubah was 
yelling when the violence 
erupted, and he could not show 
his location easily.

“I told him to calm down,” 
the police chief notes, adding 
that “Kolubah was under 
attack, on Smythe Road and 
police were dispatched there.”

Col. Sudue explains that he 
told 105 to go there, and a 

daily basis to remove garbage 
from the MCC disposal points to 
transfer stations.

He continues that on the 
overall, the corporation uses 
1,000 gallon of gasoline to 
carry the garbage from the 
transfer stations to the landfill 
site in Wheine Town, outside 
Monrovia.

He explains the MCC rents 
about 17 to 25 trucks and also 
hires people daily to work, who 
have to be paid.

H e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
Government of Liberia (GOL) 
suppose to give the MCC 
US$1.5 Million in line with 
budgetary allotment, but 
unfortunately,  the City 
Corporation  has only received 
750,000,  which is half of the 
total budget, adding that as a 
result of the limited funding, 
the MCC finds it difficult to 
collect garbage in the city 
limit.

He however says in the face 
of these constrains, the MCC is 
working along with partners, 
including the World Bank and 
the Government to see how 
best the issue may be 
addressed.

He calls on residents to 
reframe from burning garbage, 
as it a serious environmental 
impact, saying that while the 
MCC is aware of the presence 
of garbage here, it does not in 
any way give any citizen the 
right to waste garbage in the 
streets. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

passers-by.
Res idents  b lame the  

Monrovia City Corporation for 
the increase presence of 
garbage because it no longer 
dispatches trucks to collect 
the filth, causing it to pile up in 
the streets.

They complain the MCC 
collects fees for waste 
management in the country, 
but shows less interest in 
collecting the garbage that 
directly affects human lives.

Others wonder what does 
the City Corporation do with 
fees collected for waste 
management.

Meanwhile, they call on 
President George Manneh 
Weah to take a critical look at 
the filthiness of the capital and 
its environs in order to take 
pro-active measures that 
would advert a potential 
outbreak of diseases here.

When contacted, MCC 
Media Relations Officers 
Pekeleh Gbuapaye, says the 
National Legislature should see  
waste issue as a national 
emergency, urging the need to 
increase budgetary allotment 
for the City Corporation to 
enhance its solar waste 
program.

He discloses that the 
Monrovia City Corporation is 
faced with financial and 
logist ical  chal lenges in 
removing garbage within 
Monrovia and its environs.

According Pekeleh, the MCC 
uses 460 gallons of gas on a 
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Monrovia swims in garbage
By Emmanuel Mondaye

Children party turns bloody 
By Winston W. Parley
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ormer Manchester 
United manager Jose FMourinho says he has 

turned down three job offers 
since being sacked by the Old 
Trafford club last month, 
adding he was happy to bide 
his time before taking on his 
next challenge.

Speaking in his role as a 
pundit for broadcaster beIN 
Sports during the Asian Cup on 
Saturday, the Portuguese also 
said rival Premier League 
managers Pep Guardiola at 

Manchester City and Liverpool's 
Juergen Klopp were supported 
more by their clubs.

"I am happy with these three 
weeks, I am happy with this 
experience and I am going to 
have other experiences that 
normally I cannot have," 
Mourinho said.

"But I know me, and I know by 
the end of March I will be 
struggling with my happiness.

"I will analyse things, I don't 
like to speak about it. But I've 
refused already three options 

because I didn't feel that it is 
what I want, so I'm going to be 
calm in this aspect.

"The more time I have, the 
better I can prepare. The next 
must be something that makes 
me happy with a challenge."

At United, Mourinho was left 
frustrated in the close season 
t r a n s f e r  w i n d o w  w h e n  
Liverpool, in particular, 
strengthened markedly and 
City added to a squad already 
deep in quality.

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

iberia’s Grand Mufti 
S h e i k  A b u b a k a r  LS u m a w o r o  i s  

demanding President George 
Manneh Weah’s government to 
allot two seats in government 
to the Muslim community 
here. 

The Islamic Prelate made 
the call Saturday, 19 January 
at the Antoinette Tubman 
Stadium (ATS) down Lynch 
Street in Monrovia during 
thanksgiving to Allah in 
observance of the end of the 
o n e  y e a r  o f  W e a h ’ s  
administration. 

Addressing hundreds of 
Muslims, Sheik Sumaworo says 
the provision of the two seats 
will enable the Muslim 
community in the country to 
be ably represented under the 
Weah-led government. 

In terms of high ranking 
positions in government, 
Associate Justice Kabineh M. 
Ja’neh, a Muslim, has held this 
position since the transitional 
era that preceded the 12 years 
rule of former President Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf. 

But this job is glaringly 
slipping away from him 
because  the  House  of  
Representatives has passed his 
impeachment bail, and he 
only awaits impeachment trial 
by the Senate to leave the job 
completely because majority 
of his colleagues on the 
Supreme Court bench fail to 
stop the lawmakers’ action. 

Sheikh Sumaworo discloses 
that President Weah is the 
only Liberian President that 
makes Muslims in the 
country  to  be  
comfortable and 
free to practice 

Mourinho says already turned down three job offers

Muslims make demandsMuslims make demands

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Grand Mufti of Liberia Sheik Abubaka Sumowood 
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