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 M a l t e s e  p o r t  
manager has been As h o t  d e a d  i n  

Somalia's northern semi-
autonomous Puntland state, 
officials say.

Paul Anthony Formosa, 
who was the construction 
project manager for DP 
World, was killed near 
Bossasso port.

Islamist militant group al-
Shabab has said it carried out 
the attack.

Puntland, an arid region of 
north-east Somalia, declared 
itself an autonomous state in 
1998, in part to avoid the clan 
warfare in southern Somalia.

The state is a destination 
for many Somalis displaced 
by violence in the south.

Mr Formosa was manager 
for P&O Ports, a subsidiary of 
the Dubai-based DP World, 
one of the world's largest port 
operators.

How was he killed?
He was waylaid by gunmen 

disguised as fishermen as he 
was heading to the port, news 
agency Reuters reports.

"[He was killed] in the fish 
market as he was going to 

i m b a b w e ' s  V i c e  
President Constantino ZChiwenga is receiving 

treatment in South Africa, the 
second time in four months, 
after falling ill last week, a 
privately owned newspaper 
reported on Monday.

Bossasso port this morning. 
The men armed with pistols 
hit him [with] several bullets 
in the head," Yusuf Mohamed, 
governor of Puntland's Bari 
region, told Reuters.

One of the gunmen 
involved in Monday's attack 
was caught alive and has 
been identified as a member 
of al-Shabab, Mr Mohamed 

operation... we had warned 
him but he turned [a] deaf 
ear. He was illegally in 
Somalia," al-Shabab's military 
operat ions  spokesman, 
Abdiasis Abu Musab, said.

Why was the port deal 
controversial?

DP World won a 30-year 
concession in 2017 worth 
$336m (£260m) to develop 
and manage the Bossasso 
port.

Many residents opposed 
the deal and staged protests 
during which at least one 
person was killed. They said 

The health of Chiwenga, 62, 
i s  c l o se l y  fo l l owed  in  
Zimbabwe because he is 
widely seen as the power 
behind President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa and the front-
runner to succeed him. The 
former military general led the 

said.
Two guards at the port 

were also injured in the 
attack, he said.

Al-Shabab said it carried 
out the attack, accusing DP 
World of looting Somalia's 
resources.

It accused Mr Formosa of 
being in Somalia "illegally".

"We are behind the 

that the deal would increase 
taxes at the port.

DP World has a similar 
agreement for Berbera port 
in the neighbouring region of 
Somali land, which has 
declared independence from 
Somalia.

The  fede ra l  Soma l i  
government declared the 
deals null and void, accusing 
the operator of violating the 
count r y ' s  s ove re i gn ty.  
Subsequently, the Somali 
parliament passed a bill 
banning DP World from 
Somalia.-BBC

coup that ousted long-time 
ruler Robert Mugabe in 2017.

Mnangagwa last week 
dismissed rumors of a rift with 
Ch iwenga ,  wh i ch  have  
gathered momentum since he 
promised action in response to 
a brutal security crackdown on 
protests last month while he 
was abroad.

The  p r i v a te l y - owned  
NewsDay said Chiwenga had 
initially checked in at a private 
hospital last week but had to 
travel to Cape Town, South 
Africa for further treatment. 
The paper, quoting sources, 
did not say what he was being 
treated for.

G e o r g e  C h a r a m b a ,  
spokesman in the presidency, 
on Monday said he could not 
immediately comment.

Last October, Charamba 
said Chiwenga traveled to 
South Africa for treatment for 
injuries sustained in a bombing 
during a Mnangagwa campaign 
rally ahead of the July 30 vote.

Since last year, Chiwenga's 
hands have been visibly 
swollen with discolored skin 
patches.-Reuters

igeria's most senior 
judge, who has been Nc o n t r o v e r s i a l l y  

suspended on corruption 
charges, was ordered Monday 
to appear in person at a 
tribunal hearing his case.

Chief  Just ice  Walter  
Onnoghen is facing allegations 
that he failed to declare 
f o re i gn  cu r rency  bank  
accounts, breaching rules 
governing public officials.

He has sent a team of 
lawyers to represent him at 
previous hearings.

But  on  Monday,  the  
chairman of the Code of 

Conduct Tribunal, Danladi 
Umar, said: "The presence of 
the defendant is needed at the 
tribunal.

"(A) plea must be taken 
before the defendant can raise 
any objection as to the 
competence of the charges or 
the jurisdiction of the court," 
he added.

The case was adjourned 
until February 13 "so that all 
issues will be resolved while he 
(Onnoghen) is present", Umar 
told the court.

Onnoghen was charged on 

January 12 then suspended by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
on January 25 -- a move that 
triggered accusations of 
government interference in 
the judiciary.

The case is politically 
charged as Onnoghen heads 
the Supreme Court, which 
would give a final ruling on any 
disputes arising from general 
elections due on February 16.

The suspension has been 
widely criticised by the 
opposition, lawyers and 
international community, 
including the European Union, 

the United States and Britain 
on the grounds of its timing.

The government has said 
the suspension is not linked to 
the election.

Former military ruler 
Buhari, 76, has been accused 
of overreaching his powers in 
bypassing parliament, which 
constitutional ly has to 
sanction any suspension.

Buhari came to power in 
2015 on a mandate to tackle 
corruption but has been 
accused of only targeting 
political opponents.-AFP

Port manager shot 
dead in Somalia 

Image copyright AFP :DP World has a 
30-year deal to develop Bossasso port

Zimbabwe vice president returns to 
South Africa for treatment: newspaper

Nigeria's top judge ordered 
to appear for graft trial

The suspension of Chief Justice Walter 
Onnoghen has sparked protests at home and 

concern abroad (AFP Photo/SODIQ ADELAKUN)
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EditorialEditorial

IT IS NOT often that a member of the 73-member House of 
Representatives would muster the courage to stand up 
among the rest of his colleagues and demand from the 
Executive accountability and transparency.

BUT THAT'S EXACTLY what River Gee County District#3 
Representative Francis Dopoh II, did last Thursday, 31 
January during the 7th day sitting when he walked out of the 
session, protesting against majority members of the House 
for stalling  the exercise of check and balances over the 
Executive on the collection and expenditure of public 
funds.  
 
“SINCE THE PASSAGE of this budget, we are yet to receive 
reports from the Ministry of Finance and Development 
Planning,” Rep. Dopoh noted in a communication to 
plenary.

HE SAID IT beats his imagination that in a country where the 
budget is a cash-based balance, the Liberia Revenue 
Authority (LRA) is over performing in revenue generation, 
while expenditure lines are under-performing as being 
reported. And that in such a case, he suspects ongoing-off-
budget spending.”

“MR. SPEAKER, DEPUTY Speaker… the importance of these 
financial reports are intended to give this Honorable House 
an understanding of the performances of various budget 
lines and to help us guide the direction of the government's 
fiscal stance”, Rep. Dopoh underscored.

HE FURTHER EMPHASIZED that Section 4 of the 2018/2019 
Budget Law requires the Ministry of Finance to, within 45 
days following the end of the first quarter of the current 
fiscal year, submit a reconciled statement of the 
Consolidated Fund Account to the House of Representatives 
and the Senate for the previous Budget Year.

BUT THIS IS not happening, and the lawmaker is upset about 
the way the Executive is conducting financial matters of the 
state, which seems to leave no room for accountability and 
transparency.

WE WONDER HOW many lawmakers in the 73-member 
House are ready to stand up to the Executive and demand 
the right thing should be done for our country. They will not 
come out. But these are the real pro poor issues, the way 
the national revenue is being managed. 

WE SALUTE REPRESENTATIVE Dopoh for standing for the 
truth and standing alone. Posterity would record him as the 
lawmaker who walked out of session because the right thing 
was being ignored. He truly represents the interest of the 
Liberian people, not those self-seeking opportunists, who're 
masquerading the corridor of the Capitol as lawmakers.

WE ARE IN solidarity with Dopoh for his critical stance. We 
demand scrupulous implementation or adherence to the 
Budget Law in the collection and expenditure of state 
revenue, because our people are dying in abject poverty, 
disease and misery.   

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

ERLIN – One of the pillars of nuclear-arms 
control became history on February 2, with Bthe expiry of the 60-day deadline that the 

United States had given Russia to save the 1987 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty. 
Russia blithely let the deadline pass. But so did 
the European Union, abetted by Germany. Europe 
is now entering a potentially dangerous period 
and must play a much more active role in the 
nuclear-arms debate.

The INF Treaty prohibits the stationing of 
medium-range nuclear missiles in Europe. Its 
near-certain demise dims prospects for 
extending the US-Russian New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty when it expires in 2021. And 
without a contractual nuclear-arms framework 
between Russia and the US, the international 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons cannot survive.

Non-proliferation depends on the two nuclear 
superpowers’ willingness to subject themselves 
to arms control and verification. If the US and 
Russia instead engage in a nuclear-arms build-up, 
smaller powers will follow suit, because they 
believe that doing so makes them invulnerable. 
North Korea and Iran are just the first examples of 
this.

An extension of the INF Treaty to prevent a new 
nuclear-arms race in Europe would have been 
worth fighting hard for. As the first – and, so far, 
only – true disarmament agreement, it gave the 
continent previously unheard-of security from 
nuclear confrontation. But instead of high-level 
summits and shuttle diplomacy to rescue the 
treaty, all we got were whistle-stop efforts.

The chances of saving the INF Treaty are now 
negligible. Both the US and Russia want to free 
themselves from all nuclear-arms limitations – 
not to face off against each other, but because 
they now regard China as their true nuclear 
adversary. Because China was not on the 
international radar for disarmament talks in the 
late 1980s, is not part of any current arms-
reduction and disarmament treaty. But today, 
about 80% of China’s nuclear arsenal is in exactly 
the medium ranges that the INF Treaty prohibits 
for the US and Russia. Despite their public war of 
words over real or alleged treaty violations, the 
US and Russia share an overriding goal: arming 
themselves against China.

Germany and Europe are thus of secondary 
importance to the two nuclear superpowers. 
From the perspective of the US and Russia, a new 
nuclear-arms build-up in Europe would represent 
only collateral damage. But for Europe, it may 
bring dreams of a common European Foreign and 
Security Policy to a sudden end. If NATO were to 
launch serious discussions about the renewed 
stationing of medium-range nuclear missiles in 
Europe, Eastern European members – skeptical 
that Western Europeans (especially the Germans 
and the French) – would be willing to die for their 
freedom, would almost certainly follow the lead 
of the US. Meanwhile, Germany and other parts of 
Western Europe would likely experience massive 
political turmoil.

Faced with this scenario, Europe must now try to 

apply some kind of brake to current development 
and gain time for negotiations, without annoying 
US President Donald Trump and making him likelier 
to leave the alliance. The debate must begin within 
the EU, which is not formally a negotiating partner 
on the nuclear-arms issue and currently is standing 
on the sidelines. With Trump clearly unwilling to 
inform NATO members, let alone the EU, about his 
next steps, Europe must assert itself.

As a first step, it should take greater responsibility 
for Eastern Europe’s military security by deploying 
more European – and more German – conventional 
troops in these countries. This must be 
accompanied from the start by talks between 
Europe and Russia on conventional and nuclear 
weapons. The first step is arms control, an 
instrument intended for difficult times. 
Confidence-building measures, such as mutual 
inspection of military capabilities and 
development, can help to rebuild trust, which is a 
prerequisite for subsequent arms reduction and 
disarmament.

An audit of the Russian SSC-8 (9M729) cruise-missile 
system, which the US claims violates the INF treaty, 
is of course a top priority. Although the US and 
Russia acknowledged inspections under the 
agreement only until 2001, revitalizing the treaty’s 
Special Verification Commission would offer a way 
forward here.

Russia recently made a verbal offer to open its 
nuclear arsenals for inspection – on the 
precondition that the US does the same. But US 
agreement looks unlikely, because the Trump 
administration seems more focused on countering 
China’s nuclear capabilities than on Russia and 
Europe. Here, Europe, and particularly Germany 
within NATO, must take a clear stance toward the 
US. Even a conditional US acceptance of 
verification by Russia would represent progress.

Russia’s willingness to engage in nuclear-arms 
control with Europe, meanwhile, will depend not 
least on the readiness of France and the United 
Kingdom to allow inspections of their own arsenals. 
France and other countries that want European 
security and defense policy to become more 
independent from the US must be prepared to take 
such measures. The aim must be to return to a 
reliable and credible European security 
architecture, something that ceased to exist when 
Russia invaded Crimea and fostered insurrection in 
Eastern Ukraine.

Pacifying this conflict is probably a key 
precondition for re-engaging in arms talks with 
Russia. This will require a United Nations 
peacekeeping mission that – robustly if necessary – 
maintains the truce between Ukraine and Russian-
backed separatists and oversees the removal of 
heavy arms from Eastern Ukraine. Germany is a 
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council 
in 2019. Its overarching task should be to pull talks 
about a UN mission in Eastern Ukraine out of the 
mud and drive them to a successful conclusion.

This would clear the path for building a new 
European security architecture, and enable Europe 
to play a more central role in containing the new 
nuclear-arms race.

With the near-certain demise of the US-Russian Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, Europe is entering a potentially 
dangerous period. It must now try to apply some kind of brake to 
the new nuclear-arms race and gain time for negotiations.

A commendable 
courage, Rep. Dopoh 

Europe and the New 
Nuclear-Arms Race

By Sigmar Gabriel
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RANKFURT – Under the Treaty of Lisbon, in effect since 2009, the 
European Union became a more agile and effective operator, because FEU policies across a range of issues were now to be decided by qualified-

majority voting instead of unanimity.

But as recent efforts to allocate refugees within the EU show, in some cases, 
particularly where fundamental issues of national sovereignty are involved, 
outvoted member states are unprepared or unwilling to implement collective 
decisions. Nonetheless, the European Commission is now wading into yet 
another domain where fundamental issues of sovereignty are at stake.

For many years, some EU member states have refused to cooperate fully in 
the fight against tax evasion and avoidance. And because EU tax policies still 
require unanimity, each country has a veto. It seems only natural, therefore, 
that the EU would want to introduce qualified-majority voting here, too. 
Under a new proposal from Pierre Moscovici, the EU Commissioner for 
Economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation, and Customs, if 55% of member 
states representing at least 65% of the EU population were to vote in favor of a 
new tax policy, it would pass.

At first glance, the situation certainly does seem to merit a strengthening of 
the EU’s hand on tax matters, so that it can finally correct a glaring 
shortcoming. Yet once qualified-majority voting has been introduced as a 
means of reining in tax evasion and avoidance, it will also determine all future 
tax policies.

This is not merely an assumption. The Commission’s stated objective is to 
apply qualified-majority voting to all tax-policy initiatives that are 
“necessary for the Single Market and for fair and competitive taxation.” Such 
a vague formulation opens the door to all manner of interventions.

As a further justification of his proposal, Moscovici also points to the potential 
to secure additional EU revenues through new financial-transaction and 
digital taxes – both of which his proposal explicitly mentions as possible policy 
options. It remains to be seen whether these special taxes will meet their 
proponents’ expectations. But even if they fail, previous experience suggests 
that the Commission will nonetheless use the new voting rule to secure ever-
higher tax revenues “for Europe” through whatever means available.

As it happens, the United Kingdom’s impending departure from the bloc will 
dramatically alter the conditions for achieving a qualified majority on tax 
matters. The UK is among the northern member states that, together, account 
for 39% of the EU population and tend to resist protectionist measures, tax 
increases, and transfers to highly indebted countries. By comparison, the 
Mediterranean countries that generally favor transfers and taxes currently 
account for 38% of the EU population.

This is as it should be. Under the Treaty of Lisbon, the conditions for a 
qualified majority have been balanced in such a way as to give both the 
“North” and the “South” a blocking minority of (at least) 35% of the EU 
population. As long as the northern member states were aligned, they could 
prevent any initiatives that were against their interests. After Brexit, 
however, the North’s share of the population will fall to 30%, while the South’s 
share will rise to 43%. In other words, the North will no longer have a veto. 
Making matters worse, following the upcoming election in May, a similar 
southward shift is also imminent in the European Parliament, which would 
also gain a greater say in tax-policy questions if the Commission’s proposals 
are enacted.

The Commission’s proposal should be seen for what it is: an attempt to 
undermine the fiscal competence of sovereign states through a seemingly 
harmless back door. With the upcoming rebalancing of power within the EU 
clear for all to see, one need not be a prophet to predict higher taxes in the 
future. Even if the northern member states’ national parliaments are 
uniformly opposed to tax increases, they will have no way to block them. And, 
sooner or later, the backlash against this loss of sovereignty and wholesale 
soaking of the northern EU countries will be directed against the EU itself.

In light of these ramifications, the Commission’s proposal to subject tax 
policies to qualified-majority voting not only runs counter to the already-
fraught efforts to achieve an “ever closer union,” but also jeopardizes the 
successful integration that has occurred to date. Apparently, the Commission 
has learned very little from the bruising Brexit debate of the past two and a 
half years. With its latest tone-deaf initiative, it continues to add grist to the 
Euroskeptics’ mill.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org
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The European Commission’s 
Taxing New Idea

By Otmar Issing MOT Axle Load Control Program

Participants post for photo after the meeting

Participants post for photo after the meeting

Transport Minister Samuel Wlue and EU Yannis Tzartzas in 
handshake after the meeting

Transport Minister Samuel Wlue, EU Yannis Tzartzas, Martus W. Bangalu 
Director/ deputy National Authorizing officer/ Dr. Heiko Gross Team Leader 

Axle Load Control Program post for a photo after the meeting
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“ Mr. President, this is a gross 
disrespect to Article 54 of our 
Constitution. Article 54 states: The 
President shall nominate, and with 
the consent of the Senate appoint 
and commission -

Cabinet ministers, deputy and 
assistant cabinet ministers

ambassadors, ministers, consuls. 
So why is his case different? 

Had the Liberian Senate consented 
t o  t h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  b e f o r e  
commissioning? The word consent, 

used in this Article, means Confirmation. Has Mr. Patten, Sr. 
been confirmed by the Senate? Mr. President, on January 22, 
2018 you promised to uphold, defend and protect the 
Liberian constitution. Why are you not following the 
Constitution? Why rush with this position? Please respect our 
Constitution.”

Dennis Miller

“But Secretary Singbeh argues 
President Weah did not violate the 
law, maintaining that the 
President invoked ‘legislative 
recess appointment’ which is 
acceptable under their rule while 
the Senate is on annual break.

The Senate’s Standing Rule 55 
authorizes the President to 
appoint officials of the executive 

while the legislature is on recess and to inform that 
body upon its return from recess, so no need for us to 
make this an issue because the President has the right 
to appoint when the senate is not around.”

Joy Quaye

“We like to act like we are 
lovers of books, when reading is 
our problem. All the political 
oppositions we have can’t tell us 
[What] the 1986 Constitution says 
about this, but all we hear on the 
radio is talk and talking about how 
t h e  Pr e s i d e n t  b r e a c h e d  
constitution. Thanks to the 
Secretary of the Senate for 
explaining that the oversight 
authority of the 1986 Liberian Constitution did not give 
such power to the Liberian Legislature and for the 
media to have ascribed it to the plenary of the senate 
is wrong, false and misleading.”

Anderson Keah
“Let's be asking our senators how 

can they allow decision like this to 
be made. As for our constitution, it 
was published to be disregarded. As 
a patriot, you know that this 
administration is not the only one 
that  has  d i s regarded  th i s  
instrument and its people. Since 
the founding of this country, 
through the publication of the 
constitution to this date, it has 
been disregarded by [previous] 
presidents and their cabinets, 
citizens, foreigners, [and] you and I. Let's try to judge the 
well being of our country from the past. There can be no 
future when you have not dealt with the past. At times I 
think if the President has advisors to checkmate him when 
he’s proceeding wrongly? Or he doesn't listen to them. [Was] 
it urgent that this ceremony be carried out without the 
Senate input? Mr. President, why are you violating our 
organic laws of the land you took oath to uphold? Are you not 
cognizant of the consequence? Desist from this bad 
governance Mr. President.”

President George Manneh Weah has come under barrage of condemnations for appointing 
Ambassador George Patten and commissioning him to take up assignment in Washington, DC 
without conformation by the Liberian Senate as required by Article 54 of the Constitution of Liberia. But Senate 
Secretary Nanbolor Singbeh says the President is in no constitutional breach.
The New Dawn asks some residents of Monrovia whether they agree with Mr. Nanbolor Singbeh’s argument that 
President Weah is not in the wrong though the Senate voted last week to invite Ambassador Patten, who had 
already president his Letter of Credence to U.S. President Donald Trump, for confirmation hearing.   
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he Press Union of 
Liberia (PUL) has Talarmed over what it 

calls ‘misuse of the media 
platform’ by some licensed   
media institutions operating in 
Liberia. 

PUL President Charles 
Coffey told a press conference 
Monday, 4  February at the 
Union’s headquarters that the 
media have been ingrained 
with invectives, a  situation he 
says is contrary to the PUL’s 
Code of Ethics. 

“It is [being] reported that 
some media institutions are 
misusing the platform thereby 
using profanities,” Mr. Coffey 

says. 
Mr. Coffey says the media 

platform  is not intended to use 
invectives on government 
officials,  stating that such 
unethical behaviors have the 
penchant to  cause confusion. 

Mr. Coffey however   fell 
short to name the would-be 
media institutions, but urged 
the media in general to be 
professional, ethical   and 
critical in their reporting. 

According to him, the media 
are not a place for diatribe, but 
a place for decent expressions. 

“It is a place for truth 
telling. Using profanities is not 
journalism. It is [breach] of 
ethics,” Mr. Coffey explains.

Speaking further, Mr. Coffey 

says ethical principles of the 
press union are key to the 
vibrancy of any country. 

Mr. Coffey notes that one of 
the provisions of ethical 
principle is about decent 
expressions, citing Article 5.4 
Section 5.4 and 6.3 of the PUL 
Constitution. 

According to Coffey, there is 
no history in Liberia that 
Liberia fought war as a result of 
journalists’ report, saying the 
union is not willing to set such 
record. 

He assures that the union 
will implement the Code of 
Ethics to the fullest against 
anyone   who will violate any of 
the provisions prescribed in the 
Union’s Constitution.

Economic hardship looms

2019                              

ealth authorities in 
neighboring Guinea Hhave confirmed a 

case of Lassa fever, in what 
seems a jaw-dropping news for 
Liberia given the story 
surrounding the spillover of 
Ebola here following its 
outbreak  in  Guinea in  
December 2013.

A news release published in 
French indicates that health 
authorit ies of  Guinea’s 
Ministry of Health were 
informed by the Mamou 
Prefectural Health Directorate 
that a case of Lassa fever had 
been detected.

It involved a 35-year-old 
m a n  f r o m  Ki s s i d o u g o u  
Prefecture who was admitted 
to the Mamou Regional 
Hospital on 28 January 2019.

The blood test result of 
su spect  conf i rmed  the  
p r e s e n c e  o f  L a s s a  
haemorrhagic fever, according 
to Guinean authorities.

At least no other case has 
been notified for the moment. 

Liberia shares porous 
borders with Guinea and cross 
border trade continues even in 
times of crisis  which appear to 
have contributed immensely 
to the spread of Ebola here in 
2014. 

In relation to the case of 
Ebola, it could be recalled that 
on 26 December 2013, 
according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), a 2-year-
old boy in the remote Guinean 
village of Meliandou fell ill 
with a mysterious illness 
characterized by fever, black 
stools, and vomiting and died 
two days later.

WHO had indicated that its 
retrospective case-finding 
later identified that child as 
West Africa’s first case of Ebola 
virus disease.

More than three months 
after that end-December 
death, WHO had reported that 
Ebola was nowhere on the 
radar screen of suspects for 
mysterious deaths in West 
Africa.

But it subsequently spoke of 
re-introductions of the virus into 
Guinea – with its notoriously 
porous borders – from the large 
outbreaks in neighbouring 
Liberia and Sierra Leone.

More than 11,000 were 
reported to have died from 
Ebola in five West African 
countries and the US.

Meanwhile following report 
of the Lassa fever detection in 
Guinean, health authorities in 
that country say a crisis meeting 
was held on the premises of the 
National Health Security Agency 
(ANSS) on 2 February 2019 in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  
Regulations (IHR).

This meeting, according to 
the new release, brought 
together, in addition to officials 
from the Ministry of Health, 
Livestock and Environment, 
many partners.

At the end of this meeting, it 
was decided to send an on-site 
investigation mission to support 
the health teams of Mamou and 

Kissidougou prefectures in their 
efforts to control this disease.

Lassa fever is a viral 
h a e m o r r h a g i c  d i s e a s e  
transmitted by rodents (small 
mice) to humans through body 
fluids (blood, urine and saddle).

It manifests itself in the main 
signs that include fever, chest 
pain, headache, vomiting, 
diarrhea, joint pain and in its 
most severe form by bleeding.

The Guinean authorities have 
warned that anyone with these 
signs especially those from 
Mamou  and  Ki s s i dougou  
prefectures should go to the 
nearest health facility.

Other measures announced 
i n c l u d e  w a s h i n g  h a n d s  
regularly; washing all cooking 
utensils with clean water and 
soap and keeping them safe 
from rodents; and removing 
from the dwellings, garbage of 
all kinds, among others.

-LCC warns country. 
The LCC noted that such 

scheme if carry out, would also 
make shipping to Liberia more 
expensive for suppliers outside 
of the country.

The Liberia Chamber of 
Commerce also pointed out 
that this new requirement 
adds no value to export and 
import in Liberia. 

It said the essence is only to 
allow one company make 
money from importers and 
exporters’ own information 
generated dur ing their  
p u r c h a s e s  a n d  s a l e s  

internationally. Up until now, 
there is no clear indication on 
how much the fees per 
container is likely to be, as 
GTMS, in its own presentation 
at the LCC indicated it would 
charge up to 120 Euros per 
container, whilst Suppliers 
have stated that they are 
being charged up to 480 Euros 
per container.

The NPA is planning to start 
this process by end of February 
this year, ignoring the 

concerns of the LCC which 
were communicated to them 
in a letter dated January 25, 
2019, addressed to the Ports’ 
authority, the statement 
added.

The Liberian business 
umbrella said because of this 
action, the suppliers are 
currently refusing to ship 
pending cargos until the issue 
can be sorted out. This means 
that, the current commodities 
o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  w h e n  
consumed,  w i l l  c rea te  
scarcity, since there will be no 
immediate imports to replace 
same.

It should also be noted that 
GTMS as a company, unlike 
BIVAC, is fully not prepared to 
take on this new challenge 
since they do not have 
representatives around the 
world. They will simply rely on 
importers’ own documents to 
provide the service they 
proposed to deliver. Clearly, 
the online platform that GTMS 
is keen to introduce cannot 
guarantee any due diligence in 
comparison with the existing 
B I VA C ,  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
ASSYCUDA sy s tems  a re  
offering.

All of these issues raised by 
member businesses and groups 
have pushed the LCC to call for 
meetings with relevant 
authorities in trying to better 
present their dissatisfaction 
with this new measure which 
will have a trickled down on 
the already chal lenged 
business climate.

At this point, the LCC, in 
good faith, is still calling on 
the Government to give them 
audience to have this issue 
harmonized before it escalates 
into something else that could 
create hard feelings between 
and amongst stakeholders of 
the economy. 

he Liberian Chambers 
of Commerce (LCC) Thas warned of an 

economic hardship here if 
authorities at the National Port 
Authority or NPA move ahead 
with its plan to implement a 
new cargo tracking scheme 
introduced by the Global 
Maritime Tracking Solution 
(GTMS.

In a statement issued over 
the weekend, the LCC which 
memberships comprises all 
businesses and Trade Union 

Organizations in the country to 
include the Liberia Business 
Association (LIBA), PATEL, Fula 
Business Association (FBA), 
World Lebanese Culture Union, 
Indian Association, Customs 
Brokers Association, etc, said 
such a new measure would not 
only place additional financial 
burden to businesses and 
consumers, but duplicating 
requirements that are already 
being complied to by the 
importers of cargos into the 
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the years dating back to 2007.
They include Lt. Col. David 

Huber; Lt. Col. Mustapha 
Jimoh; Lt. Col. Emmanuel 
Larbi Sarpong Gyadu; and SGT 
Brima A. Massalay, an active 
duty AFL personnel and an 
organization called Sea 
Shepherd.

S e a  S h e p h e r d  i s  a  
Conservation society, an 
international non - profit 

marine wildlife conservation 
organization that has been 
working along with the 
Liberian Coast Guard over the 
years. The Army says the day 
will be climaxed with a 
demonstration, display of 
equipment and a parade 
through the principal streets of 
Monrovia, commencing from 
the Barclay Training Center 
(BTC).

West African Central Bankers meet on Accra on WAMZ

Army to treat 700 free of charge
By Winston W. Parley

2019                              

s part of activities 
leading to the 62nd AArmed Forces Day 

celebration here, the Ministry 
of Defense announces that 700 
persons are expected to be 
treated free of charge in 
Yarkpai Clan, Todee District of 
Montserrado County on 9 
February.

According to a briefing by 
the Director of Public Affairs at 
the Ministry Defense Mr. 
Anthony D. Langer with 
defense correspondents  
Monday,  4  February in  
Monrovia, a cleanup campaign 
i n  B a t t e r y  F a c t o r y ,  
Gardnerville will be going on 

while the medical outreach in 
Yarkpai Clan, Todee takes 
place on Saturday, 9 February.

The celebration of Armed 
Forces Day each year following 
its legislation on 11 February 
1957 is done to honor the 
tireless sacrifices that AFL men 
and women in arms make to 
maintain security here.

According to Mr. Langer, the 
purpose of the cleanup 
campa i gn  and  med i ca l  
outreach is to enhance civil-
military relations between the 
citizenry and the AFL.

“It also shows that the 
Armed Forces of Liberia has 
been  t rans fo rmed  in to  
professional force for good,” 

Mr. Langer says.
The Defense Ministry 

official indicates that the 
Armed Forces Day celebration 
on 11 February 2019 will mark 
the 62nd anniversary and 111 
years of existence of the army, 
dating back to 1908.

The army here uses the day 
to acquaint the public, foreign 
guests and dignitaries with the 
a c t i v i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  
development and progress 
within the AFL.

Part of the protocol is an 
interactive dialogue with the 
Federation of Liberian Youth 
(FLY) and student group at the 
African Methodist Episcopal 
University on Tuesday, 5 
February.

Mr. Langer discloses that 
Army Chief of Staff Maj. Gen. 
Prince C. Johnson,III, along 
with some senior senior 
ranking staff will interact with 
student groupings directly on 
Tuesday.

A symposium will als be held 
on thursday, 7 February at the 
Monrovia City Hall under the 
theme: “Sustaining Peace and 
Security in Liberia through 
Capacity Building and Provision 
of Welfare for the AFL.”

Four persons from the AFL 
and an organization called  Sea 
Shepherd are expected to 
r e c e i v e  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  
Distinguished Order. 

T h e s e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
personalities have served the 
Armed Forces of Liberia over 

he 44th meeting of 
t h e  Te c h n i c a l  TCommittee of the 

West African Monetary Zone 
(WAMZ) is convening in Accra, 
Ghana. 

 The two-day gathering 
which kicked off Monday, 
February 4, 2018, as part of 
the WAMZ statutory meetings 
h a s  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  
representatives from central 
banks in the West African 
region as well as organizations 
including the Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the World 
Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
African Development Bank 
(AfDB), the African Capacity 
Building Foundation (ACBF), 
among others. The meetings 
would among other issues, 
review presentations on 
regional economic condition 
and discuss several monetary 
and other related issues which 
encompass reports on Macro-
economic Developments and 
Convergence,  f i nanc ia l  
integration focusing on WAMZ’ 
P a y m e n t  S y s t e m  
Development; and Integration 
of the Insurance Sector in the 

West African Monetary Zone.
The week-long WAMZ 

Statutory meetings also 
include meetings of the 
College of Supervisors of the 
WAMZ; the West African 
Monetary Institute (WAMI); the 
Committee of Governors; and 
the Convergence Council of 
Ministers. The Technical 
Committee will prepare the 
grounds for the Committee of 
Governors and Convergence 
Council meetings by reviewing 
the technical reports prepared 

by WAMI and other stakeholder 
institutions and to proffer 
appropriate and actionable 
recommendations to move the 
integration process of the 
WAMZ forward.

In her opening remarks, the 
Director-General of the WAMZ 
Dr. (Mrs.) Ngozi E. Egbuna, said 
there is a need to protect the 
e c on om i e s  o f  me mbe r  
countries through strong 
cooperation and solidarity.  
Countries, she said need to 
cooperate “in a fair and 

stability in their foreign 
exchange markets.

According to the report, the 
performance of Member States 
was mixed on the fiscal front. 
Price stability, the report 
noted, remained the focus of 
monetary policy in all the 
Member States. However, 
according to the report, the 
stance of monetary policy 
varied across the zone. “The 
stance of monetary policy in 
The Gambia, Ghana and 
Liberia was accommodative, 
but tight in Sierra Leone, while 
in Guinea and Nigeria, it 
remained unchanged,” the 
report noted.

The Central Bank of Liberia 
is among West African Central 
Banks participating in the 2018 
End- of-Year WAMZ Statutory 
Meetings being hosted by the 
Ministry of Finance of Ghana 
and the Bank of Ghana. The 
CBL delegation informed the 
Technical Committee of 
s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s  b e i n g  
implemented in Liberia to 
achieve price and financial 
stability geared towards 
achieving the aspirations of 
the Government’s Pro-poor 
Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development (PAPD). The 
Technical Committee was 
informed of the ensuing 
issuance of the CBL-indexed 
bills as part of the overall 
liquidity management in 
Liberia.

balanced manner to engender 
inclusiveness thereby taking 
care of all without leaving 
anyone behind.”

In a report highlighting 
macroeconomic developments 
and convergence in the WAMZ, 
it was reported that Real GDP 
growth for the Zone improved 
to 2.3 percent as at the end of 
June 2018, compared to 1.1 
percent as at the end of June 
2017, reflecting domestic 
policy adjustments, increased 
momentum in global economic 
activity and a pick-up in 
commodity prices. According 
to the report, inflation in the 
Zone moderated to 11.1 
percent at the end of June 
2018, from 14.5 percent in the 
corresponding period in 2017. 
Countries also showed relative 
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es autorités sanitaires 
du Ministère de la Ls a n t é  o n t  é t é  

informées par la Direction 
Préfectorale de la Santé de 
Mamou de la détection d’un 
cas de fièvre de Lassa. Il s’agit 
d’un homme de 35 ans 
habitant la préfecture de 
Kissidougou et admis à 

saignements.
Toute personne présentant 

ces signes particulièrement 
celles en provenance des 
préfectures de Mamou et de 
Kissidougou doivent se rendre 
dans la structure sanitaire la 
plus proche.Autres mesures :

1- Se laver les mains 
régulièrement ;

2- Laver à l’eau propre et au 
savon tous les ustensiles de 
cuisine et les conserver à l’abri 
des rongeurs ;

3- Eloigner des habitations 
les ordures ménagères et 
déchets de toute nature ;

4 -  E v i t e r  t o u t e  
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o u  
consommation de rongeurs ;

l’hôpital régional de Mamou le 
28/01/2019.

Le résultat du test sanguin 
du 01/02/2019 a confirmé la 
p ré sence  de  l a  F i èv re  
Hémorragique de Lassa.

Pour le moment aucun autre 
cas n’a été notifié. En 
application du Règlement 
Sanitaire International (RSI), 

5- Eviter tout contact avec 
les urines et les excréments des 
rongeurs ; Eviter de manipuler 
sans protection les sécrétions 
organiques (sang, urine, selle 
e t c . )  d e  t o u t  m a l a d e  
présentant une ¬fièvre avec ou 
sans saignement ;

6- Lutter contre la présence 
des rongeurs dans les lieux 
d’habitation et tout lieu 
recevant du public (hôtels, 
restaurants, maquis, etc.).

En tout état de cause, le 
ministère de la santé reste à la 
disposition de la population 
pour donner les informations 
sur l’évolution et les mesures 
additionnelles de contrôle de 
cette maladie.

une réunion de crise a été 
tenue dans les locaux de 
l’Agence Nationale de Sécurité 
Sanitaire (ANSS), le 02 février 
2019.

Cette réunion a regroupé 
outre les cadres du ministère 
de la santé, de l’élevage et de 
l’environnement de nombreux 
partenaires.

A l’issue de cette réunion, il 
a été décidé de l’envoi d’une 
mission d’investigation sur le 
terrain pour appuyer les 
équ ipe s  san i ta i re s  de s  
préfectures de Mamou et 
Kissidougou dans leurs efforts 
de contrôle de cette maladie.

Informations sur la Maladie 
de la fièvre de lassa et mesures 
de contrôles

La fièvre de lassa est une 
maladie hémorragique virale 
transmise par les rongeurs 
(petites souris) à l’homme à 
travers les fluides corporelles 
(Sang, urine et selle).

Elle se manifeste par les 
principaux signes suivants :

F i è v r e ,  d o u l e u r s  
thoraciques,  céphalées,  
vomissements, diarrhées, 
douleurs articulaires et dans sa 
forme la plus grave par les 

en informer celui-ci dès son 
retour.

Toutefois, ce quotidien 
doute de ce que cette 
soup lesse  permette  au  
président d’installer ce 
fonct ionna i re  dans  ses  
nouvelles fonctions sans le 
consentement du Sénat, 
comme le président Weah l’a 
fait dans ce cas précis.

S'exprimant le vendredi 1er 
février au Capitole à Monrovia, 
M. Singbeh a déclaré qu’à 
aucun moment les membres du 
Sénat ou la plénière n’a voté 
pour rappeler l'Ambassadeur 
George Patten. Il a été plutôt 
invité, par l'intermédiaire de 
son Comité statutaire des 
relations étrangères, pour 
faire face à des audiences de 
confirmation.

Les observateurs législatifs 

e secrétaire du sénat, 
Nanbolor Singbeh, Le s t i m e  q u e  l e  

président George Manneh 
Weah, qui est aux prises avec 
des critiques pour avoir 
nommé l'ambassadeur George 
Patten et lui avoir demandé de 
p r e n d r e  f o n c t i o n s  à  
Washington sans que le Sénat 
libérien n'en ait été informé, a 
agi dans le respect strict de la 
constitution du Libéria. 

L’ a r t i c l e  5 4  d e  l a  
Constitution stipule que: «Le 
Président, avec l’assentiment 
du Sénat, nomme et affecte 
les ministres, les sous-
ministres et les vice-ministres, 
les ambassadeurs, les consuls, 
le juge en chef et les juges 
associés de la Cour suprême et 
les juges des tribunaux 
s u b o r d o n n é s ,  l e s  
surintendants, les autres 
responsables de comté et les 
responsables d'autres sous-
divisions politiques, les 
membres de l'armée du rang de 
lieutenant et son équivalent et 
au-dessus, et les maréchaux, 
les maréchaux adjoints et les 
shérifs ».

Le 29 décembre 2018, le 
président George Manneh 
Weah a affecté l'ambassadeur 
Patten en tant qu'ambassadeur 

ont déclaré que l’audience ne 
serait rien d’autre que de la 
p u b l i c i t é ,  u n e  s i m p l e  
formalité, les sénateurs 
n’ayant pas la volonté 
politique d’évaluer réellement 
l’ambassadeur ou d’annuler sa 
nomination.

M. Singbeh, qui se vante de 
22 ans d’expérience au Sénat, 
a indiqué que cet organe n’a 
pas le pouvoir constitutionnel 
ou statutaire de rappeler le 
personnel  des  miss ions  
étrangères, les ambassadeurs, 
les membres des pouvoirs 
exécutif et judiciaire du 
gouvernement. Il ne peut que 
les inviter, convoquer et 
accuser d’outrage selon la 
doctrine de la séparation des 
pouvoirs.

 « Rappeler et inviter sont 
deux choses différentes. Le 
Sénat a voté pour inviter 
l'ambassadeur à comparaître 
devant la commission des 
relations extérieures et non 
pour demander au président 
de le rappeler », a-t-il 
précisé.Plus tôt jeudi dernier, 
le sénateur du comté du 
Maryland, Gble-bo Brown, a 
proposé à la plénière du Sénat 
de rappeler l'ambassadeur 
Patten, comme quoi la 
nomination de ce dernier a été 
faite dans des conditions 
illégales, d’où comparaitre à 
l'audience de confirmation du 
sénat.

La motion a cependant été 
modifiée par le sénateur Saah 
J o s e p h ,  d u  c o m t é  d e  
Montserrado, qui a déclaré 
qu'il serait plus approprié 
d'inviter l'ambassadeur au lieu 
de le rappeler.

du Libéria aux États-Unis sans 
avoir été confirmé par le Sénat 
comme l’exigeait pourtant la 
constitution.

Les membres des deux 
chambres du parlement étaient 
en congé, et le président aurait 
p r i s  l e s  m e s u r e s  q u i  
s'imposaient. La plupart des 
libériens croient qu’il a violé la 
Constitution. Mais pour le 
s e c r é t a i r e  S i n gbeh ,  l e  

président Weah n’a pas violé la 
loi, affirmant que le chef de 
l’Etat avait invoqué la 
"suspension de la législature" 
qui est acceptable en vertu de 
la loi pendant la pause 
annuelle du Sénat.

L’article 55 du Règlement 
du Sénat autorise le président 
à nommer des représentants 
de l’exécutif pendant les 
vacances parlementaires et à 
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Guinée : Le Gouvernement confirme la 
présence de la Fièvre Lassa (Communiqué)
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ERLIN — L'un des piliers du contrôle des 
armements nucléaires est devenu de l'histoire Bancienne le 2 février, à l'expiration du délai de 

60 jours que les États-Unis avaient accordé à la 
Russie pour sauver le Traité sur les forces nucléaires à 
portée intermédiaire (FNI). La Russie a allègrement 
laissé passer la date limite. Mais l'Union européenne 
a fait de même, encouragée par l'Allemagne. 
L'Europe entre dans une période potentiellement 
dangereuse et doit jouer un rôle beaucoup plus actif 
dans le débat sur les armes nucléaires.

Le traité FNI interdit le stationnement de missiles 
nucléaires à moyenne portée en Europe. Sa 
disparition quasi certaine obscurcit les perspectives 
d'extension du nouveau Traité américano-russe sur la 
réduction des armements stratégiques quand il 
arrivera à expiration en 2021. Sans un cadre 
contractuel sur les armes nucléaires entre la Russie 
et les États-Unis, le Traité sur la non-prolifération 
des armes nucléaires de la communauté 
internationale ne peut pas survivre.

La non-prolifération dépend de la volonté des deux 
superpuissances nucléaires de se soumettre au 
contrôle et à la vérification des armements. Si les 
États-Unis et la Russie s'engagent au contraire dans 
une montée en puissance des armements nucléaires, 
les petites puissances vont les suivre, parce qu'elles 
penseront que cela les rendra invulnérables. La 
Corée du Nord et l'Iran ne sont que les premiers 
exemples.

Une extension du traité FNI pour empêcher une 
nouvelle course aux armements nucléaires en Europe 
aurait mérité d'être défendu bec et ongles. En tant 
que premier - et jusqu'à présent, unique - véritable 
accord de désarmement, il a donné au continent une 
sécurité sans précédent face à la confrontation 
nucléaire. Mais au lieu de sommets de haut niveau et 
de navette diplomatique pour sauver le traité, nous 
n'avons eu droit qu'à des visites éclairs.

Les chances de sauver le traité FNI sont à présent 
négligeables. Les États-Unis et la Russie veulent se 
libérer de toutes les limitations sur les armements 
nucléaires - non pas pour s'affronter, mais parce qu'ils 
considèrent à présent la Chine comme leur véritable 
adversaire nucléaire. Parce que la Chine n'a pas fait 
l'objet de l'ordre du jour international pour les 
pourparlers sur le désarmement à la fin des années 
1980, elle ne fait partie d'aucun traité actuel de 
réduction des armements ni de désarmement. Mais 
aujourd'hui, environ 80 % de l'arsenal nucléaire de la 
Chine se situe exactement dans les portées 
moyennes que le traité FNI interdit aux États-Unis et 
à la Russie. En dépit de leurs discours publics sur les 
violations réelles ou présumées des traités, les États-
Unis et la Russie partagent un objectif primordial : 
s'armer contre la Chine.

L'Allemagne et l'Europe sont donc d'une importance 
secondaire pour les deux superpuissances 
nucléaires. Du point de vue des États-Unis et de la 
Russie, une nouvelle montée en puissance des armes 
nucléaires en Europe ne représenterait que des 
dommages collatéraux. Mais pour l'Europe, cela 
pourrait mettre brusquement un terme aux rêves 
d'une politique étrangère et de sécurité commune 
européenne. Si l'OTAN devait lancer des discussions 
sérieuses sur le stationnement renouvelé de missiles 
nucléaires à moyenne portée en Europe, les 
membres de l'Europe de l'Est - sceptiques quant à 
l'engagement des Européens de l'Ouest (en 
particulier des Allemands et des Français) - à mourir 
pour leur liberté, vont presque certainement suivre 
la position des États-Unis. Pendant ce temps, 
l'Allemagne et d'autres régions d'Europe occidentale 
vont très certainement traverser une très forte 
instabilité politique.

Face à ce scénario, l'Europe doit maintenant essayer 
d'appliquer une sorte de frein au développement actuel 
et gagner du temps pour des négociations, sans ennuyer 
le président américain Donald Trump et sans l'inciter 
davantage à quitter l'alliance. Le débat doit 
commencer au sein de l'UE, qui n'est pas officiellement 
un partenaire de négociation sur la question des armes 
nucléaires et qui est actuellement sur la touche. Alors 
que Trump est clairement peu disposé à informer les 
membres de l'OTAN, encore moins l'Union européenne, 
au sujet de ses prochaines avancées, l'Europe doit 
s'affirmer.

En premier lieu, elle doit assumer une plus grande 
responsabilité dans la sécurité militaire de l'Europe de 
l 'Est en déployant davantage de troupes 
conventionnelles européennes - et davantage de 
troupes allemandes - dans ces pays. Cela doit 
s'accompagner dès le départ par des pourparlers entre 
l'Europe et la Russie sur les armes conventionnelles et 
nucléaires. La première étape concerne le contrôle des 
armements, un instrument destiné aux périodes 
difficiles. Des mesures de renforcement de la 
confiance, comme l'inspection mutuelle des capacités 
militaires et le développement, peuvent contribuer à 
rétablir la confiance, ce qui est une condition préalable 
à la réduction des armements et au désarmement 
ultérieurs.

Un audit du système de croisière missile SSC-8 (9M729) 
russe, que les États-Unis accusent d'être une violation 
au traité FNI, est bien sûr une priorité absolue. Bien que 
les États-Unis et la Russie aient reconnu des inspections 
en vertu de l'accord seulement jusqu'en 2001, ranimer 
la Commission de vérification spéciale du Traité serait 
ici une issue possible.

La Russie a récemment fait une offre verbale en vue 
d'ouvrir ses arsenaux nucléaires - à des fins d'inspection 
- à la condition que les États-Unis en fassent de même. 
Mais l'accord des États-Unis semble peu probable, 
parce que l'administration Trump semble davantage 
axée sur la lutte contre les capacités nucléaires de la 
Chine que sur la Russie et l'Europe. Ici, l'Europe - et en 
particulier l'Allemagne au sein de l'OTAN - doivent 
adopter une position claire face aux États-Unis. Même 
une acceptation conditionnelle de vérification des 
États-Unis par la Russie représenterait un progrès.

La volonté de la Russie de se livrer à un contrôle des 
armes nucléaires avec l'Europe, quant à elle, dépendra 
notamment de la volonté de la France et du Royaume-
Uni d'autoriser des inspections de leurs propres 
arsenaux. La France et d'autres pays qui veulent que la 
sécurité européenne et la politique de défense 
deviennent plus indépendantes des États-Unis doivent 
être prêts à prendre de telles mesures. L'objectif doit 
être de revenir à une architecture de sécurité 
européenne fiable et crédible, qui a cessé d'exister 
lorsque la Russie a envahi la Crimée et a favorisé 
l'insurrection dans l'Est de l'Ukraine.

Pacifier ce conflit est probablement une condition 
préalable essentielle pour se réengager dans des 
pourparlers sur l'armement avec la Russie. Cela 
nécessitera une mission de maintien de la paix des 
Nations Unies qui - avec vigueur si nécessaire - 
maintiendra la trêve entre l'Ukraine et les séparatistes 
soutenus par la Russie et supervisera le retrait des 
armes lourdes de l'Ukraine orientale. L'Allemagne est 
un membre non permanent du Conseil de sécurité de 
l'ONU en 2019. Sa tâche devrait être globale pour faire 
sortir du bourbier les pourparlers d'une mission de 
l'ONU en Ukraine orientale et les conduire à une 
heureuse conclusion.

Cela ouvrirait la voie à la construction d'une nouvelle 
architecture de sécurité européenne et permettrait à 
l'Europe de jouer un rôle plus central dans le contrôle 
de la nouvelle course aux armements nucléaires.

FrançaisFrançais

l est rare qu'un membre de la Chambre des 
représentants, qui est composée de 73 membres, ait Iassez de courage pour se tenir debout parmi le reste 

de ses collègues afin d'exiger de la transparence de la part 
du pouvoir exécutif dans sa gestion des affaires de l’Etat.

Mais c’est exactement ce que Francis Dopoh II, 
représentant du district 3 du comté de River Gee, a fait le 
jeudi 31 janvier au cours de la septième session 
parlementaire en sortant de la salle des conférences pour 
protester contre l’action de la majorité des membres de la 
Chambre qui ont tendance à vouloir faire obstacle aux 
efforts qui visent à contrôler le pourvoir exécutif sur la 
génération et l'utilisation des derniers publics.

« Depuis l'adoption de ce budget, nous n'avons toujours 
pas reçu de rapports du ministère des Finances et de la 
Planification du développement », a déclaré le 
représentant Dopoh dans une communication en session 
plénière.

« Dans un pays où le budget est basé sur des liquidités, 
l’Autorité des Revenu du Liberia (LRA) est plus performante 
en termes de génération de recettes, alors que les lignes de 
dépenses sont moins optimales que prévu. Et dans un tel 
cas, je soupçonne des dépenses hors budget en cours », a-t-
il dit.

"Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Vice-président, ces 
rapports financiers ont pour objectif de permettre à cette 
honorable Chambre de comprendre les performances des 
différentes lignes budgétaires et de nous aider à guider 
l’orientation budgétaire du gouvernement », a souligné le 
représentant Dopoh.

Il a en outre souligné que l'article 4 de la loi des finances 
pour 2018/2019 oblige le ministère des Finances à 
soumettre à la Chambre des représentants et au sénat, dans 
les 45 jours suivant la fin du premier trimestre de l'exercice 
en cours, un état financier du compte de fonds consolidé de 
l'exercice budgétaire précédent.

Mais cela ne se produit pas et le législateur est 
mécontent de la façon dont l'exécutif gère les questions 
financières de l'État, ce qui ne semble laisser aucune place 
à la transparence.

Nous nous demandons combien de législateurs à la 
Chambre des 73 députés sont prêts à faire face à l'exécutif 
et à exiger que la bonne chose soit faite pour notre pays. 
Personne ne se portera volontiers. Pourtant, c’est là la 
véritable racine des problèmes des pauvres, la gestion du 
revenu national.

Nous saluons le représentant Dopoh pour avoir défendu 
la vérité et pour être resté sur sa position, même esseulé. 
La postérité se souviendra de lui comme étant le seul 
législateur qui ait quitté la session parce que la bonne chose 
était ignorée. Il représente véritablement les intérêts du 
peuple libérien, et non de ces opportunistes égoïstes, qui se 
font passer pour des législateurs dans le couloir du Capitole.

Nous sommes solidaires avec Dopoh pour sa position 
critique. Nous exigeons l'application scrupuleuse de la loi 
des finances et son adhésion à la collecte et à la dépense 
des recettes de l'État, car notre peuple meurt dans une 
pauvreté abjecte, la maladie et la misère.
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Nous saluons le courage 
du député Dopoh 



iberia's Ambassador Extraordinary and 
P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y,  a n d  Pe r m a n e n t  LRepresentative to the United Nations, His 

Excellency Dee-Maxwell Saah Kemayah, Sr., who 
proposed the presentation of the Pro-Poor Agenda at 
the United Nations, on behalf of His Excellency 
President George Manneh Weah, thanked the United 
Nations System; especially the Peace Building 
Commission  and all Partners and Friends of Liberia 
for their unflinching practical commitment and 
support towards Liberia's peace building process. 

Ambassador  Kemayah, especially, hailed the 

Peacebuilding Commission for being the first  to 
contribute to the Liberia Multi-Partner Trust Fund 
(LMPTF) when it was launched, noting that the PBC's 
support has positively impacted the areas of 
peacebuilding and reconciliation; as well as gender 
mainstreaming in the security sector. He 
emphasized that Liberia proudly hosts the largest 
gender-responsive Security Sector Reform (SSR) 
initiative currently supported by the United Nations. 

The Liberian Diplomat assured the United Nations 
and partners that Liberians were prepared to 

translate the support of the Peacebuilding Fund into 
meaningful results; including the deepening of the 
Country's democracy. 

Stressing the correlation between peace and 
sustainable development, Ambassador Kemayah 
reiterated calls for comprehensive support to the 
implementation of the Pro-Poor Agenda for 
Prosperity and Development, an agenda that 
incorporates goals of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda. "We crave your support for Liberia’s Pro-
Poor Agenda in every way humanly possible. Let 
today be the beginning of new things that are to 
happen in our great country. Let today be the 

renewal and actualization of your continued support 
to initiatives aimed at solidifying the peace and 
advancing development in Liberia; thereby 
sustaining the restoration of hope to the people of 
Liberia. We look forward to the United Nation’s 
promise in strengthening the Resident Coordinator’s 
Office; noting that this office is expected to work on 
building partnerships with political and civil society 
networks, and with relevant Ministries and Agencies 
of the Liberian Government, as well as the 
international community". 
 

Ambassador Kemayah said it was time to showcase 
Liberia beyond the reference of a United Nations 
Peacekeeping success story, to being a nation with 
massive achievements-- post- conflict and post 
peacekeeping. Ambassador Kemayah: "We want to 
showcase the outcome of being a resilient nation – a 
nation that would be truly reconciled, and will erase 
every semblance of conflict… A nation fully prepared 
to dispense peace, and not a host of a peacekeeping 
operation…A nation whose rebirth will be an 
inspiration to many other nations. This is how we 
envisage the new Liberia under the leadership of His 
Excellency President Weah, and these are what the 
Pro-Poor Agenda is set to achieve."

Ambassador Kemayah explained that the Country 
was already making strides in addressing critical 
concerns  aimed at spurring the needed reforms; 
such as the  reduction and standardization of 
salaries for Ministers of the Liberian Government 
and Heads of Autonomous Agencies; the signing into 
law of the Land Rights Act and the Local Government 
Act, as a further means of addressing the root causes 
of conflict; the pavement of about twenty (20) 
community roads with asphalt; the declaration by 
His Excellency President Weah of tuition free 
education for  undergraduate students at all the 
public universities in Liberia; among others.

Ambassador Kemayah assured that the Government 
of His Excellency Dr. George Manneh Weah was also 
committed to signing into law, among several 
others, the Domestic Violence Act and the Kamara 
Abdullah Kamara Act of Press Freedom, which would 
protect people from crimes such as Criminal Libel 
against the President; Sedition and Criminal 
Malevolence.

Representatives of the World Bank, the Economic 
Community of West African States, the African Union 
in Liberia; the National Civil Society Council of 
Liberia, and the Ministry of Internal Affairs also 
addressed the very fruitful presentation forum of 
the Pro-Poor Agenda at the United Nations.

Signed: _________________________
             Vivian Gartayn Lombeh
Minister Counselor/Press and Public Affairs
Liberia Permanent Mission to the United Nations
T e l :  ( 2 1 2 )  6 8 7 1 0 3 3 / 1 0 3 4  E m a i l :  
vlombeh@pmun.gov.lr

Pro-poor agenda goes to the UN
CONT’D FROM LAST EDITION 

January 8, 2018feature article 
10NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2019                                     TUESDAY         FEBRUARY  05



know where to put the waste 
station.”

He notes the idea to have 
the Axle Road Control project 
implemented comes with 
international best practice, 
saying countries in West Africa 
have done this, and this is why 
the EU is putting in money in 
order to have Axle Load 
implementation enforced to 
ensure road safety.

Transport Minister Samuel 
Wlue, expresses delight over 
the conduct of the meeting, 
which he says will enhance the 
work of the Ministry in 
protecting roads across the 
country.

“We all understand that 
Axle Load laws are important 
for the safety of our roads 
across this country, and it was 
by no mistake that this 
meeting is been held, even 
though I didn’t see a specific 
timeframe, but I’m glad that 
with the help of our partners, 
we can all achieve this”, says 
Minister Wlue. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

it wise to bring all majors 
stakeholders together to 
implement and enforce 
compliance.

The Ministry of Transport 
was created by an Act of the 
National Legislature on August 
25, 1987 to formulate and 
administer the transport, 
insurance and maritime 
regulations and policies of 
Liberia.

These include oversight 
responsibility for execution of 
policies relating to land, sea 
and air transport services in 
the country. It is also mandated 
to ensure strict adherence to 
insurance standards and 
regulations in collaboration 
with insurance agencies 
operating in the country.

Diawoo says Firestone, NPA, 
LPRC and Cemeco are all 
stakeholders, including rock 
crushing companies, noting 
that those companies operate 
heavy trucks. “We want to 
know what weight their trucks 
carry to avoid damaging of the 
roads, because this project is 
targeted for 24 months, and 
after that period we hope to 

Bankers indict loan officers

Eton, Ebomaf loans to resurface 
By Bridgett Milton

Starts from back page
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ember s  o f  t he  
Business Climate MWorking group have 

been identifying problems 
affecting businesses in Liberia, 
including unethical behavior 
of loan officers, who demand 
shares from creditors, and lack 
of trust between banks and 
investors.

Panelists from a two-day 
business climate forum held in 
Ganta, Nimba County over the 
weekend on the theme: 
“Resolving Constraints”, 
called for reform of laws and 
regulations that govern the 
processes of doing business in 
Liberia.  

  The forum was attended 
by government officials and 
partners from the private 
sector aimed at identifying 
problems and coming up with 
possible solutions.

In his presentation, the 
President of the Bankers’ 
Association of Liberia, John 
Davis, notes there are lots of 
issues that make getting credit 
difficult here noting that loan 
o f f i c e r s  a r e  a l l e ged l y  
demanding shares on loan 
sought thereby, leaving 
borrowers with no alternative 
but to provide fake titles as 
collateral.

Mr. Davis, who is also 
President/CEO of the Liberia 
Bank for Development and 
Investment (LBDI) says it is 
always difficult for a bank to 

because  they  have  no  
confidence in the court 
system.”

Organizers of the forum, 
say the next step is to develop 
an action matrix that will 
out l ine  chal lenges  and 
possible solutions in improving 
the business climate. 

President George Manneh 
Weah constituted the Business 
Climate Working in October, 
2018. Since then the group has 
been working with both the 
public and private sectors in 
addressing constraints that 
impede a business-friendly 
environment. 

The next forum is expected 

h a s t y  p a s s a g e  b y  t h e  
Legislature and subsequent 
signing into law by the 
president in June. 

But Rep. Dopoh is now 
asking the executive to be 
clear on the loans by stating if 
the agreements are not 
possible so that lawmakers can 
repeal them.

Speaking recent ly  in  
B r e w e r v i l l e ,  D o p o h  
complained that the executive 
cannot keep the government 
into agreements and nothing 
can be heard about the 
agreement  a f ter  be ing  
approved.

Dopoh says he is concerned 
about the agreement because 
in President Weah’s Annual 
Message, he did not mention 
anything about Eton in terms 
of where they are with the 
agreements.

Dopoh’s fear is that with 
such an agreement before you, 
when you go out to get 
assistance from partners they 
will think that you are bound 
by an agreement, even though 
t he  a g r eemen t  i s  n o t  
performing.

According to the River Gee 
lawmaker he placed a letter on 
the floor since September 
2018, but it has not appeared 
on the agenda since their 
return from their break. --
Edited by Winston W. Parley

access the legality of a title. 
For his part, Cllr. Mark 

Marvey of Heritage and 
Associates, says one reason 
why it is difficult to enforce 
contracts is lack of trust 
between  banks and investors 
in the country.

He explains that bank 
officials are fully aware of the 
deficiency of a collateral but 
yet still, they would connive 
with borrowers to disburse 
such loan. 

Cllr. Marvey also blames the 
court system for not addressing 
cases on time, arguing that 
“When people take the law 
into their own hand, it is simply 

In their quest to further 
frustrate Liberians that were 
demanding due diligence 
before their representatives 
pass agreements submitted to 
them by the Executive, 
lawmakers had pledged to pass 
any loan submitted by 
President Weah even if it came 
from the devil.

The two controversial loans 
secured by the government at 
the early stage of President 
Weah’s first year nearly 
totaled US one billion, but they 
remain dormant since their 

iver Gee County 
Distr ict  #3 Rep.  RFrancis S. Dopoh 

wants the Ministers of Finance, 
Justice, Public Works and the 
Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) 
to give the status of the Eton 
and Ebomaf loan agreements 
with Liberia.

The controversial loans 
were approved by lawmakers 
upon being presented by 
President George Manneh 
Weah in 2018, ignoring public 
outcry to do due diligence.

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
government’s  Pro Poor Agenda 
f o r  P r o s p e r i t y  a n d  
Development or PADP. 

Speaker Chambers stresses 
the need to make significant 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  
Agricultural sector, including 
re-introduction of those 
models that worked before. He 
calls for support for local 
business people, and reducing 
most of the conundrums in 
getting credits.

Speaking on behalf of Chief 
Justice Francis S. Korkpor, 
Judge Eva Mappy says the 
Chief Justice Korkpor was 
honored to see members of the 
three branches of government 
gathering to deliberate on 
issues that are viable to 
improving the business climate 
in Liberia. 

Judge Mappy assures the 
forum that businesses should 
rely on judges, adding 
government’s commitment is 
evident by the establishment 
of the Commercial Court Act 
and the court itself

E l i s a b e t h  H a r l e m a n ,  
Deputy Head of the Swedish 
Embassy here, thanks the 
workshop organizers and 
assures them of the Sweden’s 
financial support to have a 
f a v o r a b l e  b u s i n e s s  
environment. She emphasizes 
the need to put in place rules 
that are straight forward and 
the need for more female 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s u c h  
meetings. 

to focus on cross border trade 
after which a final report will 
be presented to the Chair of 
the Group, Finance and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  
Minister, Samuel D. Tweah, for 
o n w a r d  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  
President Weah.

Making remarks earlier, the 
Mayor of Gompa City, in Nimba, 
Amos Nyan Suah, note that the 
people of Nimba and Gompa 
particularly were happy to host 
such a big business climate 
meeting in the county. Mayor 
Suah expressed optimism that 
the forum will be fruitful and 
rewarding.

L iber ia ’s  M in i s ter  o f  
Commerce and Industry, 
Professor Wilson K. Tarpeh, 
welcomed participants to the 
discussion, and expressed 
optimism that Liberia’s 
performance in doing business 
will improve.

Finance Minister Tweah, 
says he was elated about the 
workshop and the level of 
participation. 

T w e a h  e x p r e s s e s  
appreciation to the Liberia 
Bankers’ Association, the 
Judiciary, private sector, donor 
community, the press and 
others for responding to the 
Ministry’s request to attend 
the forum. 

House Speaker Bhofal 
Chambers, lauds efforts of the 
organizers of the forum, and 
admonishes the participants 
that uplifting especially, the 
conditions for banking and 
d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w a s  a  
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Transport Ministry 
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h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Transport in Monrovia Tg e a r s  u p  t o  

implement the Axle Load 
Control Project for road safety 
in Montserrado County and 
across all 15 political sub-
divisions of Liberia.

Briefing reporters Monday, 
4 February following a meeting 
with stakeholders, the project 

i o n e l  M e s s i  i s  
considered a major Ldoubt to feature in 

Wednesday's Copa del Rey 
match against Real Madrid 
after the Barcelona star 
missed Monday's training 
session with a thigh injury, 
according to Sam Marsden of 
ESPN FC. Barcelona manager 
Ernesto Valverde initially 

considered the injury - which 
occurred in Saturday's 2-2 
draw with Valencia - to be 
minor and was optimistic Messi 
would play in El Clasico.

 And with Barcelona facing a 
busy schedule in the coming 
weeks, Valverde won't take 
any risks with Messi, according 
to Marsden's report.

After Wednesday's tie, 

Barcelona will take on Atletic 
Bilbao and then Valladolid 
before visiting France for their 
first leg against Lyon in the 
Champions League round of 16 
on Feb. 19. Afterward, 
Valverde's men will visit 
Sevilla before playing a pair of 
matches at the Santiago 
Bernabeu - in the Copa del Rey 
and the league.

consultant and Head of the 
Technical Support Unit at the 
Ministry, Dave D. Diawoo says 
the forum was intended to 
keep all stakeholders abreast 
on steps that have been taken.

He says the significant of 
the meeting was to enable the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  Tr a n s p o r t  
implement the Axle Load 
Control project, which was 
legislated on February 24th,  

2015by the 53rd Legislature 
under former President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf.

He explains Axle Load is 
another means of road safety 
g e a r e d  a t  o v e r s e e i n g  
deterioration of roads that 
will stop heavy duty trucks 
from plying the roads.

“Today was the assumption 
meeting, where the European 
Union, National Authorizing 
Office or NAO, and the 
German International or GIZ 
came together to start the ball 
rolling after which we will 
e n g a g e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
stakeholders that are involved 
into heavy duty trucks like 
Cemenco, NPA, Firestone, 
LPRC, Rock Crushers, among 
others for them to have their 
in-house waste station to 
avoid their heavy vehicles 
coming on the road with heavy 
load.”

Diawoo continues that the 
meeting was specifically 
about kicking off  the Axle 
Load Control Law, and it i s  
a g a i n s t  t h i s  
backdrop the 
Ministry thought 

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

Transport Ministry to enforce Axle Load Control LawTransport Ministry to enforce Axle Load Control Law

By Lewis S. Teh 

Transport Minister Samuel Wlue and EU Yannis Tzartzas in 
handshake after the meeting
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Messi a 'major doubt' for El Clasico
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