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h o u s a n d s  h a v e  
gathered in Algeria's Tcapital to demand the 

immediate resignation of 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
despite him dropping his bid for 
a fifth term.

The BBC's Mohamed Arezki 
Himeur in Algiers says it is the 
biggest protest in memory, with 
people of all ages packing out 
the capital's boulevards.

Police have fired tear gas at 

protesters near the president's 
office.On Monday, the president 
postponed the planned 18 April 
presidential vote.

Protesters, however, accuse 
the 82-year-old leader of 
i l l e g a l l y  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  
term.Students have been 
leading the massive anti-
Bouteflika protests, now in their 
fifth week. Our reporter says 
that the latest demonstrations 
included many families in what 

has generally been a peaceful 
and good-natured atmosphere.

The ailing octogenarian 
rarely appears in public and has 
not given a public address since 
having a stroke in 2013. He 
returned to the country earlier 
this week after being admitted 
to hospital in Switzerland.Half 
of Algeria's population is under 
t h e  a g e  o f  3 0 .  Yo u t h  
unemployment has spurred 
anger against the government.

"I want a better future," 10-
year-old Mohamed Kemime, 
draped in Algeria's national flag, 
told Reuters news agency,

The appointment of new 
Prime Minister Noueddine 
Bedoui and plans to form an 
inclusive government have 
f a i l e d  t o  a s s u a g e  t h e  
protesters.BBC

January 8, 2018ArticleContinental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

m p t y  c o f f i n s  
represent ing  the  EEthiopian victims of 

last week's Ethiopia Airlines 
plane crash have been buried 
in the capital, Addis Ababa.

None of the bodies has yet 
been formally identified 
because of the impact when 
the Boeing 737 Max 8 aircraft 
crashed shortly after it took off 
for the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, killing all 157 people 
on board.

Some re lat ives  were  
overcome with grief, while 
others threw themselves on 
the red coffins draped with the 
Ethiopian flag at the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral in Addis 
Ababa.

Some family members have 
been given charred earth from 
the crash site to help 
remember their loved ones.

Families have been told it 
could take up to six months to 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  
remains.Meanwhile, flight 
data from the Ethiopian 
Airlines disaster a week ago 
suggest "clear similarities" 

wo boarding school 
pupils are among 31 Tpeople to have been 

killed in eastern Zimbabwe by 
Cyclone Idai.

They were asleep in their 
dormitory when rocks swept 
down a mountain and knocked 
over a wall, officials say.

A further three people are 
missing after a bus was washed 

people who escaped from the 
bus which was swept away near 
the Skyline Area are said to be 
ma rooned  on  a  nea rby  
mountain.

Many others sought shelter 
on mountainsides but high winds 
initially made it difficult for 
rescuers to reach them.

On Sunday afternoon, 
Z imbabwe ' s  i n f o rmat i on  
ministry said that visibility had 
i m p r o v e d  a n d  m i l i t a r y  

with a crash off Indonesia last 
October, Ethiopia's transport 
minister has said.

Airlines around the world 
have grounded their Boeing 
737 Max 8 aircraft following 
the second fatal crash 

away when the driver tried to 
cross a flooded river.

The tropical storm cut off 
power and communications in 
Manicaland province, along the 
border with Mozambique, where 
about 21 people have died.The 
cyclone made landfall in 
Mozambique on Thursday, with 
winds of up to 177km/h (106 
mph). It cut off more than 

helicopters were taking the 
injured for medical treatment."I 
a m  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  m y  
constituency, my wife survived 
the cyclone after climbing a tree 
and my house was also damaged 
at our farm and this is where my 
wife was at the time."

The storm is moving further 
west and has ripped roofs off 
prison cells in the southern city 
of Masvingo, according to state 
broadcaster ZBC.BBC

involving the plane in five 
months.The BBC's Kalkidan 
Yibeltal in Addis Ababa says 
t h a t  t e m p o r a r y  d e a t h  
certificates were issued ahead 
of Sunday's funeral service.

There was also a ceremony 

500,000 residents in the port 
city of Beira, one the country's 
largest cities. Roads were 
flooded and the airport was shut 
down.

Rains and flooding ahead of 
the storm's arrival had left about 
more than 120 people dead in 
Mozambique and Malawi.In 
Z i m b a b w e ,  a  s t a t e  o f  
emergency has been declared in 
affected areas after homes and 
bridges were washed away by 
the floodwaters.

A further 71 people are said 
to be missing and the death toll 
is expected to rise when the full 
scale of the damage becomes 
clear as the floodwaters 
subside.The BBC's Nomsa 
Maseko says the devastation 
caused by the cyclone has 
affected thousands of people 
and shocked Zimbabweans.

T h e  C h a r l e s  L w a n g a  
Secondary School in the 
mounta inous  d i s t r i c t  o f  
Chimanimani has been closed 
and the army has been deployed 
to evacuate the 200 trapped 
pupils, according to the 
Department of Civil Protection.

More than 100 houses have 
been damaged in the town of 
Chimanimani, which was cut off 
on Saturday, according to 
Z imbabwe ' s  i n f o rma t i on  
ministry.The police have urged 
drivers not to try to cross 
flooded rivers in the region.Nine 

for Ethiopian Airlines staff at 
the city's Bole International 
Airport to pay their respects to 
the eight crew on board flight 
302, Nairobi.In Nairobi, 
relatives of some of the 36 
Kenyan victims, as well as 
diplomats from some of the 
more than 30 countries whose 
citizens died in the crash, 
gathered to pay their respects 
at an Ethiopian Orthodox 
church in the city.The BBC's 
Ferdinand Omondi, who was at 
the ceremony, says there was a 

sombre mood as candles were 
lit and prayers held. Many 
worshippers were wearing 
w h i t e  f r o m  h e a d  t o  
toe.Kenya's Transport Minister 
J a m e s  M a c h a r i a  t o l d  
worshippers that bereaved 
families had taken bags of 
earth from the crash site as a 
memory of their loved ones.

"The Ethiopian government 
allowed them to take samples 
of the earth where they lost 
their loved ones and bring that 
soil home," he said.BBC

Empty coffins buried 
after Ethiopia crash

Some family members have been given charred earth 
from the crash site to help remember their loved ones

Zimbabwe school hit 
by landslide

Malawi has also been hit by the floods

Algeria protests 
‘biggest in memory'
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EditorialEditorial CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

ARSAW – French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s recent call to reform the WEuropean Union is a sign of hope for 

the entire continent. Even though we have our 
differences, we are in agreement when it 
comes to the essential questions. Macron is 
fundamentally right about what Europe must 
do to continue flourishing. We must revitalize 
the EU by making it more democratic, 
cohesive, and just. And we must strengthen 
Europe against enemies that want to weaken it 
– namely, internal populist forces and the 
foreign powers that support them. 

When populists achieve power, as the ruling 
Law and Justice (PiS) party has in Poland, they 
dream of sowing division among democratic 
opposition parties. But we have overcome 
their cynical strategy by creating the European 
Coalition of opposition forces ahead of the 
European Parliament elections in May. This 
new democratic alliance, which I lead, is 
already ahead in opinion polls and is on its way 
to defeating PiS – first in May, and then in 
Poland’s general election this fall.

Both elections are crucial. Poland needs a new 
government that respects the rule of law and 
plays a positive role in the EU. And Europe 
needs a Poland that, while defending its own 
interests, also fights strongly for the 
democratic values that are essential to the 
EU’s future.

Poland knows first-hand the threats – anti-
European attitudes and attacks on the rule of 
law – that Macron highlighted so well. Although 
Poles are among the most pro-European people 
in the EU, Jarosùaw Kaczyñski, the PiS leader 
and de facto head of the Polish government, is 
poisoning our ties with the Union. The current 
government has marginalized Poland to such 
an extent within the EU that its voice matters 
little. This is why every sensible Polish 
politician views our country’s return to a 
respected and active position within European 
structures as a vital national-security interest.

That will not happen unless we defeat PiS later 
this year. If PiS wins a second term in power, 
Kaczyñski may well administer the final doses 
of his xenophobic poison, by completely 
subordinating Poland’s judiciary and media to 
his party’s whims. Can a country without an 
independent judiciary remain in the EU? I think 
not.

A new Polish government led by the European 
Coalition would seek to participate in Macron’s 
initiatives to reform the EU. We agree with him 
that the EU can compete with other global 
powers in ways that no single member state 
can. We also agree that the EU must strengthen 
its external borders, protect its democratic 
processes from external manipulation, and 
invest in research and innovation at a level 
similar to the United States and China.

What’s more, individual member states and 
the EU as a whole must begin to coordinate 
economic, defense, and education policies. 
Our current deficiencies in this area give 
foreign actors an advantage and raise the risk 

that they will take over further branches of 
European industry.

But I am not convinced by Macron’s suggestion 
that creating new EU agencies is the best way to 
tackle these issues. The EU already has more 
than 30. More agencies mean more bureaucracy – 
an outcome that is unlikely to inspire much 
enthusiasm for Europe. A simpler solution would 
be to strengthen existing EU institutions and 
ensure that they receive sufficient funding.

Macron is right that “progress and freedom are 
about being able to live from your work.” But any 
administrative attempt to equalize EU labor 
costs would lead to job losses in Poland and 
elsewhere in Central Europe, and reduce the 
capital inflows that help to raise wages and allow 
the region to catch up to wealthier countries. 
Manufacturing would continue to leave EU 
countries that are not sufficiently competitive, 
but it would go to other parts of the world, not to 
Central Europe.

Macron is undoubtedly correct, however, to 
emphasize the importance of European defense 
and security policy. Should we win power in 
Poland, the European Coalition intends to 
initiate a strategic debate among EU leaders to 
develop effective institutional measures and 
broaden the EU’s defense resources. The EU 
needs a robust defense budget and coordination 
of production within Europe’s defense industry 
to guarantee that we can realize the missions we 
undertake.

Here, the EU should show more initiative 
regarding future cooperation with NATO. It 
should aim to reaffirm transatlantic ties and 
strengthen operational links between the two 
organizations’ military capabilities. The key to 
our joint success is defense capacity – 
transatlantic wherever possible, and European 
when necessary.

Nor should we forget the important task of 
completing European integration. Let us 
welcome the Western Balkan countries when 
they are ready. And let us respect the European 
aspirations of Ukraine, which is of great strategic 
importance to Poland and the EU. European 
solidarity should reach as far as Ukrainian cities – 
if it does not, Europe will never be a secure 
whole.

Thirty years ago, Poles overcame their internal 
divisions and resoundingly rejected communism 
and subservience to the Soviet Union. This 
ultimately led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the end of communism in Europe. Today, 
confronted by a populist government that wants 
to divide us, we must remain as united in the 
cause of democracy, and in our rejection of 
lawless authoritarianism, as we were in 1989.

Macron’s call for European renewal has come at 
the right time. We are determined to return 
Poland to its rightful place in democratic Europe, 
and we are ready to undertake our common task 
of reforming the EU.

Thirty years ago, Poles overcame their internal divisions and resoundingly 
rejected communism and subservience to the Soviet Union. Today, confronted 
by a divisive populist government, they must remain as united in the cause of 
democracy and the rule of law as they were in 1989.

LIBERIA IS STILL walloping in illiteracy, poverty and 
disease despite a government free compulsory primary 
education program and tuition-freed university 
education for undergraduates in public colleges and 
universities across the country.

RECENT STATISTICS QUOTED by the Minister of Finance 
and Development Planning Samuel Tweah that 800,000 
children and youth are out of school speaks to the reality 
of the future of this country.

IN SPITE OF much publicized efforts by both 
government and the private sector to savage the 
education sector, there is still much work to do in 
preparing our children and youth for future 
responsibilities lie ahead.

OUR SCHOOLS, COLLEGES and universities are falling in 
standards primarily because of brain drain or lack of 
textbooks and competent faculty, poorly structured 
curriculum and non-conducive learning environment, 
among others.

THE WEAH ADMINISTRATION should be commended for 
efforts such as paying examination fees for 12th graders 
across the country and declaring undergraduate 
education at public universities tuition-freed. But there 
is serious capacity challenge in the sector that needs to 
be addressed urgently.

FOR INSTANCE, MANY of our secondary schools in the 
country don't have science laboratories and libraries to 
prepare students for public exams yet the pupils are 
expected to perform miracles at examination centers.

PRESIDENT WEAH IS fully abreast of the problem so 
much so that immediately after taking office, he went 
to Nigeria and asked for 6,000 teachers. Although the 
open request may have sounded degrading, but that's 
the reality with the education sector that we should 
face squarely.

IF 800,000 LIBERIAN children are not in school, that's a 
huge future generation that is being wasted. We need a 
revolution in the education system. Even preparing our 
students for WASSCE is a problem.

MINISTER TWEAH TALKED about gender balance, but 
the truth is, the education system is faced with multiple 
and fundamental problems. We agree with the Minister 
when he said it depends on every one of us to turn the 
grim reality around.

THIS WOULD INCLUDE  government, school 
administrators, parents, religious institutions and 
ordinary citizens in the street to take up the challenge 
to redeem our future generation from complete 
disintegration and collapse.

Getting 800, 000 Liberian 
youth in school

Bringing Poland Back to Europe

By Grzegorz Schetyna
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

USTIN – Is Modern Monetary Theory (MMT) a potential boon to economic 
policymakers, or, as Harvard’s Kenneth Rogoff recently argued, a threat to “the Aentire global financial system” and the front line of the “next battle for central-

bank independence”? For Rogoff, the threat seems to stem partly from the fear that 
MMT adherents may come to power in the United States in the 2020 elections. But he 
also makes several substantive arguments, common to many critics of the MMT 
movement. 

First, there is the claim that, as Rogoff puts it, MMT is all about “using the [US Federal 
Reserve’s] balance sheet as a cash cow to fund expansive new social programs.” 
Second, Rogoff and other MMT opponents strongly reject the idea that, quoting Fed 
Chair Jerome Powell, “deficits don’t matter for countries that can borrow in their own 
currency.”

Yet, as Rogoff admits, “the Fed itself is responsible for … confusion surrounding the 
use of its balance sheet.” Indeed, while Rogoff decries the Fed’s “quantitative easing” 
– involving the purchase of trillions of dollars in public (and private) debt after the 
financial crisis – his argument is that QE didn’t really work, not that it was 
destabilizing or inflationary. He sees no threat to the global financial system in that 
experiment.

Similarly, despite his full-throated backing of Powell on deficits, Rogoff reverts to 
cautious realism about the US national debt. As he points out, today’s long-term real 
interest rates are “about half their 2010 level, far below what markets were 
predicting back then.” And he acknowledges that inflation has remained lower than 
“virtually any economic model would have predicted,” while “the US dollar has 
become increasingly dominant in global trade and finance.” Perhaps the US budget 
deficit is not an immediate cause for panic after all?

MMT is not, as its opponents seem to think, primarily a set of policy ideas. Rather, it is 
essentially a description of how a modern credit economy actually works – how money 
is created and destroyed, by governments and by banks, and how financial markets 
function. Nor is MMT new: it is based on the work of John Maynard Keynes, whose A 
Treatise on Money pointed out back in 1930 that “modern States” have functioned this 
way for thousands of years.

From this description, certain straightforward facts flow. Governments create money 
by spending and extinguish it via taxation. It follows, therefore, that a large country, 
borrowing in its own currency, cannot be forced into default. That is why the US is not 
Greece, and cannot become Venezuela or Zimbabwe.

Does this mean that “deficits don’t matter”? I know of no MMT adherent who has made 
such a claim. MMT acknowledges that policy can be too expansionary and push past 
resource constraints, causing inflation and exchange-rate depreciation – which may or 
may not be desirable. (Hyperinflation, on the other hand, is a bogeyman, which some 
MMT critics deploy as a scare tactic.)

But the issue with budget deficits isn’t interest rates, which remain under government 
control. Nor is it the possible crowding out of private investment, which assumes that 
the pool of finance is fixed. The issue is real resources. Here, MMT’s proposed job 
guarantee would keep real resource use exactly at the level required for full 
employment – not less, but also not more.

What about the fraught topic of central-bank independence? Rogoff sees the political 
threat to the Fed as a very serious issue. But to describe the Fed as having a “parent 
company, the US Treasury Department” creates a misleading impression of the actual 
relationship between the Fed and the government as a whole.

The 1913 Federal Reserve Act gave the new central bank’s leaders long terms in office, 
and therefore independence from the executive branch (of which the Treasury 
Department is a part). They do not serve – as Treasury secretaries do – at the pleasure 
of the president. The Fed is also self-financing, which gives it independence as well 
from the Office of Management and Budget in the White House.

But the Fed is not and never has been independent of the US Congress. It is created by 
statute and subject to regular congressional oversight, codified by the 1978 
Humphrey-Hawkins Act, which specified the Fed’s famous “dual mandate” of price 
stability and full employment. (As a young staff member of the House Banking 
Committee at the time, I drafted the monetary-policy provisions of that law and 
supervised the hearings.)

True, Congress exercises this oversight power loosely and with considerable 
deference. At least formally, though, the Fed is – and always has been – subject to 
congressional instruction.

And MMT is not about Congress ordering the Fed to use its “balance sheet as a cash 
cow.” Rather, it is about understanding how monetary operations actually work, how 
interest rates are set, and what economic powers the US government has. This, in 
turn, requires recognizing that the dual mandate is not a collection of empty words, 
but something that can – and should – be pursued on a regular and sustained basis.

There are practical, straightforward, and realistic ways for policymakers to meet this 
mandate. Implementing them would strengthen the country, not bankrupt it. And, 
contrary to opponents’ fears, global investors would not flee in terror from US 
government bonds and the US dollar.
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OSCOW – Five years after Russia annexed Crimea, there is no reason to 
believe the peninsula’s status will change anytime soon. Today, it is easier to Mimagine the reunification of North and South Korea – something unthinkable 

a few years ago – than Crimea returning to Ukrainian control. Although the US State 
Department still refers to the situation in the peninsula as an “attempted 
annexation,” the attempt has succeeded. And the West can do nothing about it.

Russia’s actions in Crimea in 2014 prompted international sanctions and Western 
attempts to isolate the Kremlin. And relations between Russia and the West remain 
at their lowest level since the end of the Cold War. But the West’s response has had 
no effect whatsoever on Russia’s position.

Despite international protests, the Kremlin is in full control of the peninsula and 
nearby areas. It continues to deploy armed forces and build infrastructure there, 
including a road and rail bridge across the Kerch Strait to connect Crimea to 
Krasnodar Krai in Russia. Ukrainian ships are punished for passing through the Kerch 
Strait. And Ukraine and the West, as well as human-rights groups, have been unable 
to prevent Russian authorities from repressing the Crimean Tatars.

Western sanctions have affected dozens of Russian officials and businesspeople, 
but have not seriously damaged the Kremlin. And subsequent sanctions, which have 
indeed hurt Russia’s economy, were imposed in response to Russian support for 
separatists in Eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region, not the Crimea annexation. Russia 
can leave the Donbas at any time and have the most painful sanctions lifted. And, 
judging from the dispute between Europe and the United States over the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline (which, when completed next year, will bring Russian gas directly 
to Germany), the West seems more divided on further sanctions than it was in 2014.

Attempts to isolate the Kremlin diplomatically have been equally ineffective. 
Immediately after the Crimea annexation and the start of the conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir Putin was an outcast at international forums. 
But things look very different today. 

Although Russia is no longer invited to G7 meetings, Putin is a full-fledged 
participant in G20 summits. He has received German Chancellor Angela Merkel in 
Sochi, French President Emmanuel Macron in St. Petersburg, and the leaders of 
Asian countries in Vladivostok. In July 2018, he had a seemingly cordial meeting in 
Helsinki with US President Donald Trump, who has said he wants to “get along” with 
Putin. And no country boycotted the 2018 soccer World Cup in Russia – in stark 
contrast to the boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow following the 
Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan. If this is “isolation,” it is certainly not costly.

On the other hand, annexation has not been cheap. According to the prominent 
Russian economist Sergey Aleksashenko, Putin has allocated $23 billion over the 
past five years for the development of Crimea – equivalent to three years of 
government health-care spending for the whole of Russia. Little wonder, then, that 
92% of the peninsula’s inhabitants supported Putin in the 2018 Russian presidential 
election. (Immediately after the annexation in 2014, some 86% of Russians had 
supported his actions.)

Nonetheless, sanctions have had an effect – not on the Kremlin, but on Russian 
citizens. The standard of living in Russia has fallen by 11% over the past five years, 
and economic growth has slowed to 2%. Furthermore, the Russian authorities have 
adopted unpopular pension reforms and raised taxes to shore up public finances.

As a result, Putin’s approval rating is at its lowest level since 2013, and the country 
is experiencing its biggest protests in years. Yet the demonstrators do not regard 
the deplorable state of the economy as a consequence of the Crimea annexation. 
Moreover, according to a Levada Center survey, almost half of all Russians consider 
the annexation as a reason for pride.

The post-Soviet space is unpredictable. Hardly anyone could have envisioned a 
revolution in Ukraine a few days before it began in February 2014, for example. But 
low ratings and widespread protests are unlikely to pose a serious threat to Putin 
for now. And even if there were a change of power in Russia, the new leadership 
would not necessarily adopt a different policy toward Crimea. Leading Putin critic 
Alexei Navalny, whom the Kremlin barred from running for president, said that if he 
won, he would initiate another referendum to determine which country the 
peninsula belongs to. He did not consider the option of simply handing Crimea back 
to Ukraine.

The stalemate in Crimea is likely to persist. For Putin, who in 2005 called the Soviet 
Union’s collapse “a major geopolitical disaster of the [twentieth] century,” 
proclaiming one of its fragments to be a Russian region was a major coup. He will 
bring Crimea ever closer into the Russian fold, while the international community 
will continue to dispute the annexation and will not recognize the peninsula’s 
current de facto status. 

With no solution at hand, the West may need to be patient and take comfort in 
history. The US did not recognize the Baltic states as being part of the Soviet Union 
for 50 years. Then the Soviet Union collapsed, and the problem resolved itself.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017.   www.project-syndicate.org

Stalemate in Crimea Modern Monetary Realism

By James K. GalbraithBy Tikhon Dzyadko

             MONDAY               MARCH   18



5NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2019                                           MONDAY               MARCH   18

 

PRESS RELEASE

EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR PATRAY LEADS CBL’S DELEGATION 
TO AFRICAN CENTRAL BANKERS MEETINGS 

MONROVIA – March 16, 2019: The Vice Chairman of the Association of African Central 
Banks (AACB) Bureau for West Africa, the Executive Governor of the Central Bank of 
Liberia (CBL), Hon. Nathainel R. Patray, III, was in Dakar, Senegal last week attending the 
AACB Bureau Meetings. The Executive Governor was accompanied at the meeting by the 
Deputy Governor for Economic Policy, Dr. Mounir Siaplay; the Executive Director of 
Research, Policy and Planning, Mr. Mussah A. Kamara; the Senior Advisor of the CBL on 
Multilateral Affairs, Mr. Micheal B. Ogun; and the Senior  Director for Communications, 
Mr. Cyrus W. Badio. The AACB Bureau meetings discussed and approved the following 
reports: 

th1. Draft report on the AACB Symposium, held on 8  August in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt;

st2. Draft report on the 41  Ordinary Meeting of AACB Assembly of Governors, held 
thon 9  August 2018 in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt;

3. Information on the establishment of the African Central Bank 
             (ACB);
4. Progress report on the implementation of the African Monetary Cooperation 

Program (AMCP);
5. Progress Report on the implementation of the African Monetary Cooperation 

Program (AMCP);
6. Information on the presentation to the Specialized Technical Committee of the 

African Union Commission (AUC) of the reports of the Experts Group on the 
refinement of the convergence criteria, as well as a monitoring framework and a 
peer review mechanism for macroeconomic convergence; 

7. Report on the experiences and initiatives of AACB member central banks in the 
development of FinTech and cybersecurity;

8. Sub-themes on the Continental Seminar for the year 2019;
9. Sub-themes for the AACB Symposium for the year 2019;
10. Activities of the Community of African Banking Supervisors (CABS); 
11. Initiative by the Central Bank of Egypt: AACB goes paperless in meetings and 

conferences; 
12. Proposal by the Central Bank of Egypt: Guidelines for the computation of the 

convergence criteria; 
13. The Contributions to the AACB  2019 budget;
14. Accession of Central Bank of South Sudan to the AACB;
15. Workshops on the development of an inter-regional payment integration 

framework and an integrated inter-regional mobile payment strategy;
16. Request by Bank Al-Magrib to involve the AACB in future editions of the high-

level regional symposium on Financial Stability;
17. Cooperation with the Federal Reserve Bank of New York; and
18. Cooperation with the European Central Bank.
 
All of the draft reports were developed at meetings held in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, August 
2018. Participants included Governors of AACB, experts, and technical committee 
members. The deliberations and recommendations of the Technical Committee along with 
decisions of the Bureau will be published at a later date.
The AACB Bureau meeting being held in Dakar is in preparation for the Assembly of 
Governors of AACB Annual Meeting scheduled for August this year in Kagali, Rwanda. 
The CBL currently serves as the Vice Chairman of the West African Bureau to the Bank of 
Sierra Leone.

Among its many activities, the AACB is tasked with the mandate to implement the African 
Monetary Cooperation Programmme (AMCP) aimed at creating a common central bank 
and monetary union in Africa under the African Union Economic Integration Programme. 
Executive Governor Patray has, meanwhile, briefed the African Central Bank Governors 
on current developments at the CBL concerning the recently released reports by Kroll, a 
USAID-sponsored International Firm and the Presidential Investigation Team (PIT), set up 
by the Liberian Government regarding the alleged disappearance of $16 billion of newly 
printed Liberian dollar banknotes. The CBL Executive Governor reaffirmed an earlier 
pronouncement by the CBL that no L$16 billion was missing. Executive Governor Patray 
assured fellow Governors of a timely resolution of the L$16 billion controversy to allow 
the Government of Liberia to continue its focus on macroeconomic stability and economic 
development of Liberia.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Governor Patray on March 12, 2019 met with Mr. Michael 
Schetzel, head of International Affairs and Strategy of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. Mr. Schetzel lauded the CBL for the collaboration which has existed between the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York and the Central Bank of Liberia over the years. “We 
continue to work very well with your staff and would like to continue the collaboration” 
the FED official noted. Accompanied by the Manager of Account Relations, Madam 
Susmitha Thomas, the New York Federal Reserve Bank official expressed the hope that the 
relationship between his institution and the CBL would be enhanced. 

Responding, CBL Executive Governor, Honorable Patray, assured the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York of CBL's continued cooperation as the Bank works to implement its 
programs in keeping with its mandate.  Governor Patray lauded the FED and US Treasury 
Department for the technical support both institutions continue to provide for the CBL 
and the Financial Intelligence Unit of Liberia (FIUL) in strengthening the Anti-Money 
Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) regime in Liberia. Such 
support, Governor Patray noted has helped to enhance the capacity of the CBL in the 
implementation of measures against money laundering, countering financing of terrorism 
and human trafficking in Liberia.  Governor Patray made particular reference to cyber risks 
and illicit money transfer, which he noted must be tackled head-on. “With your help, we 
believe the threat can be minimized,” Governor Patray emphasized. 

Houses locked up in Clara Town
 number of houses were locked 
up in Clara Town, one of the Aslum communities in Monrovia 

on Thursday for what the Commissioner 
says is due to poor sanitation.

Commissioner Beatrice Williams on 
Thursday, ordered nursing mothers, 
pregnant women and handicap outside 
and locked their houses, crying out poor 
sanitation issues.

Bathrooms constructed between 
houses in some parts of the community 
are said to be posing serious health risks 
for residents, while waste from areas do 
not flow easily into the drainages due to 
huge pile of dirt, which clog the 
drainage system.

But Commissioner Williams’ alleged 
action to lock the residents’ homes 
arbitrarily for several hours has been 
condemned by the affected persons and 
some community leaders who spoke to 
this paper on Thursday, 14 March.

A text message and multiple phone 
calls to Madam Williams have not been 
answered since Thursday, 14 March up to 
the time of this publication.

An affected resident of the 
community Mrs. Mateneman Kamara 
laments that Commissioner Williams did 
not lock the bathrooms that had the 
problem, but she chose to lock their 
entire house from the morning hours up 
to the time of this interview on Thursday 

at 3PM.
Mrs. Kamara who nurses a young baby 

complains of so much inconveniences 
she suffered as a result of Commissioner 
Williams’ action.

In a hurry to grab important things 
out of the room while under police and 
Commissioner Williams’ pressure, Mrs. 
Kamara explains that she could not even 
get her nursing daughter’s food and 
other necessities for the kid before the 
house was locked up.

“It affected me … and my family 
because since day break today see me, I 
[have not eaten] yet; I’m hungry now …, 
my money, I left it inside,” Mrs. Kamara 
says in the interview.

“My baby (have) not eaten, her food 
inside because I was rushing. They 
[were] just rushing people. [I had on] 
night gown, I got to rush to take this 
cloth from the dirty cloth basket to 
[wear it], she says further.

Mrs. Kamara’s rented house and the 
three houses belonging to a community 
leader, Rev. Elijah Johnson and other 
nearby houses that had similar 
sanitation problems were locked up by 
the commissioner.

Rev. Elijah Johnson, a township 
councilman complains that the food he 
was preparing for his contractors who 
were working on his Church spoiled after 
being locked up the commissioner.

“The food on the fire, she locked the 
doo r,”  he  s a i d ,  and  accu se s  
Commissioner Williams of taking the law 
into her own hands.

Rev. Johnson confirms that his three 
houses were locked up by the 
commissioner.

Some of the affected women, mostly 
nursing baby mothers have narrated 
similar ordeals.

Grace Tarlue and Tenneh Dickson who 
both live in one of the affected houses 
say they are nursing babies but they 
went for hours without feeding them 
because everything was locked up.

Grace says she did not have the 
opportunity to get essential things 
outside, even including water.

she complains that she dropped 
US$20.00 at her room door while rushing 
outside under police pressure, but she 
didn’t know who took the money.

As for Tenneh, she explains that she 
had to borrow clothes to wear, after 
Commissioner Williams locked their 
house and ordered that they would not 
enter there for two days.

According to another affected 
resident, student Zannah Turay, 
Commissioner Williams threatened to 
take them to the police station if they 
attempted entering their houses that 
were locked.

“She says the place was dirty, she 

didn’t tell anybody to pay money (fine), 
but she only says she will lock the 
place,” Zannah says.

In an interview with one of the 
township’s Councilman Mr. Varney 
Kiawu, he confirms the incident, and 
promised to engage the commissioner on 
why she closed the homes.

Mr. Kiawu argues that the best 
approach would have been the closure 
of the bathrooms and placing of fines 
against the residents, but not the 
locking of their houses.

Mr. Kiawu says it is beyond his 
imagination that a leader would force 
baby mothers, pregnant women and 
handicap out and lock their homes.

“The community leaders must be 
given their responsibility to carry on the 
community matter and report to the 
commissioner, instead of taking the 
community matter and adding it on the 
commissioner’s job,” Mr. Kiawu adds.

He observes that the Commissioner 
went beyond her duty, saying the 
community leaders were not consulted 
in this case.

This paper observes, however that 
late in the afternoon hours, some 
personnel from the Commissioner’s 
office returned to open doors that they 
had earlier locked.

By Winston W. Parley
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Liberia, Billionaire Emirati sign 
investment agreement

SUP descends on gov’t
By Ethel A. Tweh

Starts from back page

2019                              

he Government of 
Liberia has entered Tinto an agreement 

with a member of Dubai’s 
ruling family, His Highness 
Sheikh Ahmed Dalmook Al 
Maktoum, for investment in 
Liberia’s energy, mining, 
infrastructure, and other 
crucial sectors.

According to a release, a 
m e m o r a n d u m  o f  
understanding, which cements 
the deal between both parties, 
was signed on March 11 in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) by 
Finance Minister Samuel 
Tweah, on behalf of the 
Government of Liberia, and 

a m p u s  -  b a s e d  
Students Unification CPar ty  ( SUP)  has  

descended on the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) for allegedly 
driving from the CDC the late 
Montserrado County Sen. 
Geraldine Doe - Sheriff prior to 
her demise.

During the Funeral rites of 
the late Sen. Doe-Sheriff at 
the Rotunda of the Capitol 
Thursday, 14 March, SUP 
recalls how the CDC called the 
deceased all kinds of names.

Speaking on behalf of SUP, 
Chairman Carlos Edison says 
members of the ruling party 
came to show “white teeth, 
black heart” because they 
never loved the late senator.  

He further says the late 
Sen. Doe- Sheriff fought for 
the Congress for Democratic 
Change (CDC), but they threw 
her out of the party and called 
her a betrayal.

Sen. Doe - Sheriff and the 
CDC fell apart long before the 
party and the National 

S he i kh  Ahmed  f o r  h i s  
investment group.

The agreement covers 
foreign direct investment in 
Liberia and further enhances 
the bilateral relationship 
between both countries.

During the International 
Defense Exhibition Conference 
last month, the

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, 
Sheik Mohammed Bin Zayed al 
Nahyan, said President George 
M. Weah holds a “special place 
i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m y  
compatriots,” while also 
expressing his country’s 
interest to explore investment 
opportunities here.

Patriotic Party (NPP) of Vice 
President Jewel Howard - 
Taylor and the Liberian People 
Democratic Party (LPDP) of 
former Speaker Alex Tyler 
formed a coalition that rules 
Liberia today. 

 Chairman Edison believes 

they are deeply hurt about her 
death.

Paying tribute, House 
Speaker Bhofal Chambers says 
lawmakers are all saddened by 
the death of the late Senator, 
noting that she was a strong 
woman and will be missed by 
the Legislature.

As he consoles the family, 
Speaker Chambers urges that 
“we all” should learn to live for 
God because God has His own 
time for man. 

For his part, Senate 
President Pro - Tempore Albert 
T. Chie says the Liberian 
Senate will miss their fallen 
colleague Doe - Sheriff 
because she was an outspoken 
Senator who always made sure 
that things were done.

Pro-Tempore Chie notes 
that the late Senator proposed 
several bills and wrote so many 
communications that helped in 
the development of many lives 
and the country as a whole.

He continues that she 

leader of the party which the 
NEC is expected to answer, and 
this may determine the party’s 
next course of action. 

It can be recalled that the 
Biney faction of the NPP held 
an extraordinary session in 
Bentol City, lower Montserrado 
County during which it 
expelled the party’s former 
Standard Bearer, now Vice 
President Jewel Howard-
Taylor.

While taking this decision, 
the Biney faction of the NPP 
a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  
Government of Liberia to 
remove from offices all 
officials nominated by the 
Taylor faction of the NPP to 
serve  in  the  Coa l i t ion  
Government.

The NPP is one of three 
parties that make up the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
C h a n g e  ( C D C )  l e d  -  
government.

Among witnesses testifying 
before NEC are expelled party 

that members of the ruling 
party and those that are in 
government allegedly went to 
the funeral to make sure that 
Sen. Doe-Sheriff was actually 
dead. 

He notes that she was a very 
strong member of SUP and 

always stood tall among men in 
the Senate and debated issues. 

Pro-Tempore Chie assures 
the bereaved family that the 
Senate will continue to stand 
by them, including the little 
ones that Sen. Doe - Sheriff 
left behind.

Also speaker,  former 
President Pro - Tempore of the 
Liberian Senator Cletus 
Wotorson says he will miss the 
late Sen. Doe - Sheriff because 
she was a forceful and 
hardworking Senator. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S e n .  
Wotorson, because of Sen. Doe 
- Sheriff’s hard work, she was 
appointed on almost all of the 
committees in the Senate.

In line with government 
protocol, funeral rites for the 
late Sen.  Doe - Sheriff were 
scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, 16 March at the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral on 
Broad Street before her 
interment at the Kaizer Lawn 
Memor i a l  Cemete r y  i n  
Brewerville, Montserrado 
County.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

chairman James Biney and his 
rival Mr. John Gray, a onetime 
Vice President of Liberia.

Both men are also former 
lawmakers who entered the 
Legislature on the NPP ticket.

In preparation for the 1997 
elections here, the defunct 
rebe l  fac t ion  Nat iona l  
Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) reorganized itself into 
a civilian political party known 
as the National Patriotic Party 
(NPP).

I m p r i s o n e d  f o r m e r  
President Charles Ghankay 
Taylor ran for the presidency 
on the NPP ticket and won.

Following his departure 
from Liberia, Mr. Taylor’s 
estranged wife Vice President 
Taylor became NPP’s political 
leader before being picked by 
President George Manneh 
Weah as his running mate in 
the 2017 presidential elections 
which they won.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

Sheik Ahmed Dalmook Al 
Maktoum, whose organization 
- along with its partners - has 
extensive experience in the 
power and energy sector 
across Asia, Africa and the 
M i d d l e  E a s t ,  s e e k s  
collaboration to develop and 
implement projects in mining 
and infrastructure, ports 
upgrade and expansion, 
including the development of 
new ones, oil and gas 
exploration, among several 
other projects.

Sheikh Ahmed Bin Dalmook 
Juma Al Maktoum is a 
billionaire member of the 
ruling family of Dubai, UAE, 
and founder of the diversified 
conglomerate, Africa Middle 
East Resource Investment 
(AMERI Group).

He has emerged as a strong 
force on the global front. His 
organization is expected to 
c a r r y  o u t  p r e l i m i n a r y  
feasibility study and site visits 
to Liberia, following which a 
formal proposal will be 
developed and submitted to 
the government.

During the launch of the 
Pro-poor Agenda for Prosperity 
and Development last year, 
President Weah told Liberians 
that the surest way to develop 
the country was through “good 
quality infrastructure.”

He announced that in the 
coming years the government 
plans to invest in roads, energy 
and ports in an effort to 
i m p r o v e  t h e  d e r e l i c t  
infrastructure of the country.-
-Press release
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res ident.  George 
Manneh Weah, has Pr e i t e r a t e d  h i s  

government’s commitment to 
developing the Country with 

emphasis on the construction 
of paved roads and other 
critical infrastructures in the 
country.

Mr. Weah said his paved 

roads agenda is intended not 
only to connect the capital, 
Monrovia, but also the rest of 
the country so that road 
connectivity underpins the 

c o u n t r y ’ s  e n o r m o u s  
socioeconomic development.

The president gave the 
assurance Tuesday, March 12, 
2 0 1 9  w h e n  h e  t o u r e d  

additional road projects in 
Monrovia and its environs.

In Paynesville Red-light, the 
President called on the Coca 
Cola Road construction team 

to work with passion and 
commitment, urging them to 
take pride in serving their 
country.

“I have come to inspect the 

More headline news   More headline news
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Weah on road tour

2019                              

he United Nations 
Population Fund or TUNFPA has turned 

over several pieces of logistics 
to the Liberia Institute of 
Statistics and Geo-Information 
Services or LISGIS to enhance 
the Institute’s work.

Items presented include 
one 80-KVA generator, 15 
motorbikes, four vehicles, six 
desktop computers and three 
laptops.

U N F P A  R e s i d e n t  
Representative Dr. Bannet 
Ndyanabangi says the donation 
is meant to strengthen the 
long existing partnership with 
LISGIS and enhance its work as 
the Institute prepares for 
national demographic and 
health survey across the 
country.

Dr. Ndyanabangi: “I’m very 
glad to represent the UNFPA 
and other UN Agencies to make 
t h i s  d o n a t i o n ;  t h i s  
demographic and health 
survey is important for the 
wellbeing of the Liberian 
people, including children, 
women, and young people 
looking at their wellbeing; this 
is what makes it more 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a n y  
government.”

He says the survey will 
inform the government and its 
partners about the wellbeing 
of citizens, adding that though 
m a n y  p a r t n e r s  h a d  
contributed, UNFPA hopes the 
exercise will “start soon to 
g i ve  u s  the  da ta  and  
information we need to be 
able to plan for the Liberian 
people.”

In response, LISGIS Director 
General, Professor Francis F. 
Wreh warns officials of the 
Institute to use items donated 

wisely.
“We want to further 

assure you our partners that 
these donations will be used 
for the purpose intended, 
and warn our staffs that it 
must not be used for 
floorshow or big bluff, simply 
because you have a vehicle or 
a motorbike that is assigned 
to you”, Director Wreh 
cautions the staff.

S p e a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  
weekend at the LISGIS office 
beh ind  the  Execut ive  
Mansion on Capitol Hill the 
d o n a t i o n  w a s  m a d e ,  
Professor Wreh notes that 
the gesture came not as a 
surprising at all, recalling 
that after LISGIS was enacted 
into law, its first challenge 
was office space but UNFPA 
intervened and provided the 
Institute office furniture and 
other items needed for 
statistical works.

According to the Director 
General, UNFPA has been a 
great help to LISGIS. “They  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  2 0 0 8  
population census that was 
done, and they also helped us 
in the establishment of 
offices in the fifteen 
counties, and providing a 
vehicle to each county, so 
this donation is not the first 
time for such to take place; 
for and on behalf of the 
board of directors of LISGIS, 
and the government, we 
want to extend our heartfelt 
sentiments to the UNFPA 
family, and we want to assure 
you that as long we continue 
this partnership, you will get 
the best from us”, Professor 
Wreh assures. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

road project here and to see 
the work that you are doing,” 
the Pres ident told the 
contractors, swarmed by a 
c rowd  o f  worker s  and  
bystanders .  “We,  as  a  
government, do have interest 
in having this road and other 
roads under construction 
completed according to 
schedule.”

In apparent appreciation of 
the works being done on the 
road, thousands of residents 
and commuters cheered the 
president as he toured the 
Paynesville Red-Light and Coca 
Cola road.

Pres ident  Weah rode 
further under rains to tour 
other road projects including 
Pipeline-Johnsonville Road and 
Barnersville-Tusa Field Road.

The Liberian Leader was 
accompanied by Mobutu Vlah 
Nyenpan,  Pub l ic  Works  

Minister and Minister of State 
for Presidential Affairs, 
Nathaniel McGill.

Last Friday, March 08, 2019, 
the  Pres ident  re sumed 
inspecting road projects under 
construction in and around 
Monrovia after a brief pause. 
President Weah and entourage 
toured the Logan Town Broad 
Street, Sawmill/Bali Island 
Road as well as the 14 Military 
Hospital Projects.

I n  L ogan  Town ,  t he  
President trekked the long 
stretch of paved road joyously 
greeted by jubilant banners-
carrying and flags-waving 
residents apparently showing 
appreciation to him for paving 
the road which was in a very 
deplorable state for decades.-
Press release
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Man arrested in Sinkor for theft 
By Emmanuel Mondaye

 man only identified 
as “Arab Man” was Ae a r l y  Tu e s d a y  

morning, 12 March arrested in 
Fiahma, Sinkor, after he and 
some suspects allegedly 
burglarized the home of a lady 
in Saye Town and stole money 
and some item. 

Information gathered by 

this paper indicates that 
suspect Arab Man was arrested 
while he was taking refuge in 
t h e  b e d r o o m  o f  h i s  
grandmother. 

A r a b  M a n  a n d  h i s  
collaborators, according to 
information, entered the 
home of an unnamed lady and 
a l legedly  sto le  several  
valuables including Laptop 

c ompu te r,  f l a t  s c r een  
television, stereo set, and 
LRD$10,000, among others.An 
eyewitness, who did not want 
to be named alleges that he 
saw Arab Man around the early 
morning hours of Tuesday with 
some other suspects hurriedly 
leaving the crime scene. 

Before he could come 
outside, the anonymous 

witness says the suspects fled 
the scene. According to the 
witness, Arab Man has and 
continues to allegedly rob 
ordinary people living in the 
S inkor  community  with 
impunity. 

In an effort to retrieve 
some alleged stolen items 
from suspect Arab Man, the 

leader of Zogos (wayward 
folks) in the Fiahma area 
identified as Man Devil was 
contacted by the victim and 
security officers to assist in 
tracing the accused. 

However Man Devil is said to 
have been led by the victim’s 
relatives on two motorbikes to 
certain part of Airfield, Sinkor, 
but the suspect was not 
found.Following phone call 
with the accused by Man Devil, 
the suspect is said to have 
disclosed that he was at his 
Saye Town residence. 

He was subsequently 
arrested. 

Under severe pressure from 
the arresting officers, suspect 
Arab Man is said to have 
disclosed where he and his 
accomplices were keeping 
materials stolen from the 
victim. 

But he allegedly refused to 
submit the items. He was 
therefore taken to the police 
depot in Airfield where he was 
charged with theft of property 
and  ordered  deta ined,  
pending court trial. According 
t o  a  p o l i c e  c r i m i n a l  
investigator at the depot, the 
suspect has been arrested on 
several occasions, charged, 
and sent to jail for robbing his 
victims of their hard - earned 
properties and monies. 

When Arab Man was  
contacted by our reporter, he 
denied stealing the victim’s 
properties as being alleged.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Notorious criminal gang leader Arab Man (Sitting in the 
middle) being escorted to the Airfield Police Depot

Notorious criminal gang leader Arab Man (Sitting in the 
middle) being escorted to the Airfield Police Depot

UNFPA donates to LISGIS 
By Lewis S. Teh



Lancien vice-président Boakai 
met en garde le président Weah
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A Dakar, en plein centre-
ville, 70 boutiques du marché 
Petersen sont parties en fumée 
vendredi 15 mars. Le feu s’est 
propagé très rapidement sans 
faire de blessés. En Afrique de 
l’Ouest, la liste des marchés 
détruits par des incendies 

jouets ont déjà brulé il y a 
quatre ans. « On ne sait pas 
quoi faire car nous avons tout 
perdu, tout est parti en fumée 
», se désole-t-il.

Soixante-dix boutiques ont 

semble sans fin.
Les fumées toxiques, les 

m u r s  c a r b o n i s é s  q u i  
s’effondrent… Malgré les 
risques, malgré la présence des 
forces de l’ordre, certains 
commerçan t s  t en ta i en t  
vendredi de récupérer ce qui 

brûlé vendredi. La zone va être 
déblayée. A voir si les autorités 
mettent les moyens pour 
b l oque r  l e  r e t ou r  de s  
commerçants informels.

pouvait l’être. Propriétaire 
avec son frère d’une boutique 
de bijoux, Mohadi Camara a en 
revanche tour perdu. « Je suis 
vraiment triste, très, très, très 
triste », soupire-t-il.

P a r c e l l e s  o c c u p é e s  
illégalement, non-respect des 
n o r m e s ,  n o t a m m e n t  
électriques. Difficile de 
connaître l’origine de cet 
incendie. Pour le maire de 
Dakar Plateau, Alioune Ndoye, 
il est temps de réglementer les 
marchés. « Cela ne peut pas 
continuer, ce n’est pas 
possible, c’est trop précaire. 
E t  v o u s  v o y e z ,  l e s  
c o n s é q u e n c e s  s o n t  
dramatiques : on peut perdre 
tout son bien en une seconde, 
s o u l i g n e - t - i l .  
L’accompagnement qu’on 
propose, c’est de les recaser 
dans les normes. Ils sont 
d’accord. C’est la solution 
pérenne que je vois. Tout le 
reste c’est du rafistolage : on 
déguerpit  les gens,  i l s  
reviennent. »La f in de 
l’anarchie, c’est ce que 
souhaite aussi Abdou Touré. 
Car ses deux boutiques de 

d’organiser une action massive 
si l’appel de l’opposition n’est 
pas entendu et par conséquent 
certains de ceux qui se sont 
directement rendus coupables 
ne sont pas poursuivis. « Nous 
organ i serons  une  sér ie  
d'actions massives à travers le 
Libéria pour exprimer notre 
mécontentement et faire 
savoir au président George 
Weah et à son administration 
q u e  l e s  L i b é r i e n s  
s'impatientent de jour en 
jour".« Nous voulons que 
ces sent  le s  d i f f i cu l té s  
artificielles imposées par la 
mauvaise gouvernance de 
cette administration. La vague 
des pillages perpétrés par les 
hauts responsables de cette 
administration, tandis que les 
citoyens ordinaires luttent 
pour leur survie, doit cesser. 
Nous avons analysé et conclu 
que les gouvernements passés 
et actuels sont coupables du 
pillage éhonté et sans scrupule 
des fonds publics », a noté le 
communiqué.

À la suite de l’appel de 
l’opposition, le président 
George Weah avait donné 
l’ordre à la Commission 
générale des audits (GAC) 
d’auditer dans un délai de 
deux semaines les deux 
responsables de l'équipe de 
g e s t i o n  t e c h n i q u e  e t  
économique (TEMT) qui avait 
piloté l'exercice de nettoyage.

Cependant, s’adressant aux 
j o u r n a l i s t e s  a p r è s  l e  
lancement de la fondation, M. 
Boakai a déclaré que si le 
président pense que les 
citoyens vont croiser les bras, 
il se trompe.

Parlant du programme de 
lancement de la fondation, 
l’ancien vice-président s’est 
dit fermement convaincu que 
le pays avait besoin d’une telle 
initiative, comme la fondation 
p o u r  l ’ é d u c a t i o n ,  c a r  
l’existence d’un capital 
humain bien éduqué s’avère 
de plus en plus indispensable à 
l a  p r o m o t i o n  d u  
développement de la nation. « 
Lorsque les gens voyagent à 
l’étranger et reviennent avec 

'ancien vice-président 
Joseph N. Boakai a Lexhorté les Libériens à 

ne pas baisser les bras jusqu'à 
ce que toute la lumière sur les 
conclusions de l’enquête sur la 
disparition présumée des 16 
milliards de dollars libériens 
soit faite pour le bien de tous.

"Nous pensons que c'est 
amusant pour le pays et le 
peuple, mais le président avait 
déjà exprimé son soutien à 
l'enquête et je pense que le 
Libérien ne devrait pas baisser 
les bras tant qu'il ne sera pas 
parvenu à un résultat final en 
ce qui concerne l’enquête sur 
la disparition de l’argent", a 
dé c l a r é  l ' a n c i en  v i c e -
président.

Il a lancé l’appel le week-
end dernier lorsqu’il a pris la 
parole à l'église God’s Glory 
Pentecos ta l  Church  de  
Paynesville, en banlieue de 
Monrovia, en tant qu’invité 
spécial du programme de 
lancement officiel de la 
Fondation Borbor Taylor pour 
les enfants défavorisés du 
comté de Montserrado.

En tant qu’actuel dirigeant 
du parti d’Unité (ancien parti 
au pouvoir), M. Boakai est 
signataire de l’alliance des 
quatre partis politiques de 
l ' o p p o s i t i o n  q u i  o n t  

une vision irréprochable, il est 
de notre devoir de les aider à 
concrétiser leurs rêves. »

Selon lui, l'idée d'octroyer 
des bourses d’études à des 
enfants défavorisés ne fait pas 
q u ' a i d e r  à  a m é l i o r e r  
l'éducation, mais donne aussi 
l ' o c c a s i o n  à  d ' a u t r e s  
d'apprendre. « Nous sommes 
tous conscients que notre 
système d'éducation a été 
qualifié de gâchis. Le désordre 
n’aide en aucune façon. C’est 
ce que nous devons faire en 
tant que gouvernement et 
peuple pour changer la 
situation. »

S ’ a d r e s s a n t  a u x  
bénéficiaires de la bourse, il a 
déclaré que « les bourses 
d ’ é t u d e s  s ' a d r e s s e n t  
principalement à ceux qui 
veulent apprendre, et non aux 
personnes qui sollicitent 
s i m p l e m e n t  u n e  a i d e  
financière. Chaque fois qu'une 
bourse est octroyée, le 
bénéficiaire doit étudier pour 
montrer un certain degré 
d'appréciation à ceux qui 
f o u r n i s s e n t  l a  b o u r s e  
d’études, et à l’avenir, il est 
demandé à ces bénéficiaires 
de se tourner vers d’autres 
personnes qui seront dans le 
besoin ».

Parlant également, le Dr 
Taylor a indiqué que sa 
décision de créer la fondation 
était en reconnaissance des 
biens faits de son père, qui, en 
dépit du fait qu’il n’avait pas 
eu la possibilité de s’asseoir en 
classe pour acquérir une 
éducation, était passionné par 
l’éducation de ses enfants afin 
que ces derniers subviennent à 
leurs besoins.

A entendre Dr Taylor, son 
rêve est de veiller à ce que ses 
enfants et tous les autres 
enfants du pays reçoivent une 
éducation. Grâce à cette 
vision, il compte s'engager à 
f o u r n i r  d u  m a t é r i e l  
pédagogique aux enfants 
moins fortunés. C'est donc 
dans ce contexte que la 
fondation est lancée pour 
c o n t i n u e r  c e  q u ’ i l  a  
commencé. 

r é c e m m e n t  r é c l a m é  
l'arrestation du gouverneur 
exécutif de la Banque centrale 
du Libéria, Nathaniel R. Patray, 
et du ministre des Finances et 
de  l a  P lan i f i ca t i on  du  
développement, Samuel D. 
Tweah, afin de rendre compte 
des 25 millions de dollars US 
supposément injectés dans 
l 'économie pour éponger 
l'excès de liquidité du dollar 
libérien.

 L e s  q u a t r e  p a r t i s  
d’opposition en question sont 

le Parti de l’unité, le Parti de la 
liberté, le Congrès national 
alternatif et le All-Libérians 
Party.

L’alliance a récemment 
publ ié  une  déc larat ion  
commune dans laquelle elle a 
appelé le président Weah à 
arrêter et à poursuivre les deux 
responsables pour leurs rôles 
respectifs dans l’affaire des 25 
millions de dollars US.

Theodore Momo, président 
national de l'ALP, qui a lu la 
d é c l a r a t i o n ,  a  p r o m i s  

FrançaisFrançais
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Sénégal : le marché Petersen 
réduit en cendres par un incendie
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Ramener la Pologne au sein de l'Europe

Par Grzegorz Schetyna

2019                              
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ARSOVIE – Le récent appeldu président 
français Emmanuel Macron à réformer Vl'Union européenne est un signe d'espoir 

pour le continent tout entier. Même si nous avons 
nos différences, nous sommes d'accord en ce qui 
concerne les questions essentielles. Macron a 
fondamentalement raison quant à ce que l'Europe 
doit faire pour continuer à prospérer. Nous 
devons revitaliser l'UE en la rendant plus 
démocratique, plus solidaire et plus juste. Et 
nous devons renforcer l'Europe contre les 
ennemis qui veulent l'affaiblir - à savoir, les forces 
populistes internes et les puissances étrangères 
qui les soutiennent.

Lorsque les populistes accèdent au pouvoir, 
comme le parti Droit et Justice (PiS) en Pologne, 
ils rêvent de semer la division entre les partis 
d'opposition démocratiques. Mais nous avons 
surmonté leur stratégie cynique en créant la 
Coalition européenne des forces d'opposition 
avant les élections du Parlement européen en 
mai. Cette nouvelle alliance démocratique, que 
je dirige, est déjà en tête dans les sondages 
d'opinion et en voie de vaincre le PiS - d'abord en 
mai puis aux élections législatives de Pologne cet 
automne.

Les deux élections sont cruciales. La Pologne a 
besoin d'un nouveau gouvernement qui respecte 
l'état de droit et qui joue un rôle positif dans l'UE. 
Et l'Europe a besoin d'une Pologne qui, tout en 
défendant ses propres intérêts, combat avec 
autant de vigueur pour les valeurs démocratiques 
qui sont essentielles à l'avenir de l'UE.

La Pologne connaît de première main les menaces 
- les attitudes anti-européennes et les attaques 
contre l'état de droit - que Macron a si bien 
soulignées. Bien que les Polonais soient parmi les 
peuples les plus pro-européens au sein de l'UE, 
Jarosùaw Kaczyñski, dirigeant du PiS et chef de 
facto du gouvernement polonais, empoisonne nos 
relations avec l'Union. Le gouvernement actuel a 
marginalisé a tel point la Pologne au sein de l'UE 
que sa voix importe peu. Voila pourquoi chaque 
politicien polonais raisonnable considere le 
retour de notre pays a une position respectée et 
active au sein des structures européennes comme 
un intéret vital pour la sécurité nationale.

Cela ne se produira pas a moins de vaincre le PiS 
au plus tard cette année. Si le PiS remporte un 
second mandat au pouvoir, Kaczyñski pourrait 
bien administrer les doses finales de son poison 
xénophobe, en subordonnant completement le 
pouvoir judiciaire de la Pologne et des médias aux 
caprices de son parti. Est-ce qu'un pays sans 
pouvoir judiciaire indépendant peut rester au 
sein de l'UE ? Je ne le crois pas.

Un nouveau gouvernement polonais dirigé par la 
Coalition européenne chercherait a participer 
aux initiatives de Macron pour réformer l'UE. Nous 
sommes d'accord avec lui pour dire que l'UE peut 
rivaliser avec d'autres puissances mondiales d'une 
maniere qui reste impossible a un seul État 
membre. Nous sommes également d'accord pour 
dire que l'UE doit renforcer ses frontieres 
ex tér ieures ,  p rotéger  se s  p roces sus  
démocratiques des manipulations externes et 
investir dans la recherche et l'innovation a un 
niveau similaire a ceux des États-Unis et de la 
Chine.

En outre, les États membres individuels et l'UE 
dans son ensemble doivent commencer a 
coordonner les politiques économiques, de 

défense et de l'éducation. Nos lacunes actuelles 
dans ce domaine donnent aux acteurs étrangers un 
avantage et augmentent le risque qu'ils s'emparent 
d'autres branches de l'industrie européenne.

Mais je ne suis pas convaincu par la suggestion de 
Macron selon laquelle la création de nouvelles 
agences de l'UE est la meilleure fa?on d'aborder ces 
questions. L'UE en a déja plus de 30.  Davantage 
d'agences signifie davantage de bureaucratie - un 
résultat qui est peu susceptible d'inspirer beaucoup 
d'enthousiasme pour l'Europe. Une solution plus 
simple consisterait a renforcer les institutions 
existantes de l'UE et a veiller a ce qu'elles re?oivent 
un financement suffisant.

Macron a raison de dire que « le progres et la liberté 
consistent a etre en mesure de vivre de votre 
travail. » Mais toute tentative administrative 
d'égaliser les couts de main-d'? uvre de l'UE risque 
d'entra?ner des pertes d'emploi en Pologne et 
ailleurs en Europe centrale et de réduire les entrées 
de capitaux qui aident a augmenter les salaires et 
qui permettent a la région de rattraper les pays plus 
riches. L'industrie va continuer de quitter les pays 
de l'UE qui ne sont pas suffisamment compétitifs, 
pour rejoindre d'autres parties du monde - et non 
pas l'Europe centrale.

Cependant, Macron a sans aucun doute raison de 
souligner l'importance de la défense et de la 
politique de sécurité européenne. Si nous accédons 
au pouvoir en Pologne, la Coalition européenne a 
l'intention d'engager un débat stratégique entre les 
dirigeants de l'UE pour élaborer des mesures 
institutionnelles efficaces et élargir les ressources 
de défense de l'UE. L'UE a besoin d'un budget de la 
défense robuste et d'une coordination de la 
production au sein de l'industrie de la défense de 
l'Europe pour garantir que nous pouvons réaliser les 
missions que nous entreprenons.

Ici, l'UE devrait faire preuve de davantage 
d'initiative en ce qui concerne sa coopération future 
avec l'OTAN. Elle devrait s'efforcer de réaffirmer ses 
liens transatlantiques et de renforcer les liens 
opérationnels entre les capacités militaires des 
deux organisations. La clé de notre succes commun 
est la capacité de défense - transatlantique chaque 
fois que possible, européenne en cas de besoin.

Nous ne devons pas oublier non plus la t? che 
importante d'achever l'intégration européenne. 
Accueillons les pays des Balkans occidentaux quand 
ils seront prets. Et respectons les aspirations 
européennes de l'Ukraine, qui est d'une grande 
importance stratégique pour la Pologne et l'UE. La 
solidarité européenne devrait s'étendre jusqu'aux 
villes ukrainiennes - si elle ne le fait pas, l'Europe ne 
sera jamais un tout sécurisé.

Il y a trente ans, les Polonais ont surmonté leurs 
divisions internes et ont rejeté de maniere 
retentissante le communisme et la servilité vis-a-vis 
de l'Union soviétique. Cela a finalement conduit a la 
chute du mur de Berlin et a la fin du communisme en 
Europe. Aujourd'hui, face a un gouvernement 
populiste qui veut nous diviser, nous devons 
également rester unis dans la cause de la 
démocratie, de notre rejet de l'autoritarisme sans 
foi ni loi, comme nous l'étions en 1989.

L'appel de Macron au renouveau européen est arrivé 
au bon moment. Nous sommes déterminés a 
remettre la Pologne a sa juste place en Europe 
démocratique et nous sommes prets a entreprendre 
notre t? che commune de réforme de l'UE.

FrançaisFrançais

e  L i bé r i a  e s t  t ou jou r s  en  p ro i e  à  
l’analphabétisme, à la pauvreté et à la maladie en Ldépit de la gratuité de l’enseignement primaire et 

universitaire pour les étudiants du premier cycle.

Les statistiques récentes citées par le ministre des 
Finances et de la Planification du développement, 
Samuel Tweah, font état de plus de 800 000 enfants et 
jeunes non scolarisés, ce qui n’augure pas bien pour 
l'avenir de ce pays.

En dépit des efforts très médiatisés du gouvernement 
et du secteur privé en faveur du secteur de l'éducation, 
il reste encore beaucoup à faire pour préparer nos 
enfants et nos jeunes à des responsabilités futures.

Nos écoles, collèges et universités ne respectent pas 
les normes, principalement en raison de la fuite des 
cerveaux ou de l'absence de manuels et de professeurs 
compétents, du programme d'études mal structuré et 
de l'environnement d'apprentissage peu favorable, 
entre autres.

L’administration Weah devrait être félicitée pour ses 
efforts, tels que le paiement des frais d’examen pour 
les élèves de la 12e année à travers le pays et la 
gratuité de l’enseignement du premier cycle dans les 
universités publiques. Mais il existe encore un sérieux 
problème de capacité dans le secteur et cela qui doit 
être résolu de manière urgente.

Par exemple, beaucoup de nos écoles secondaires du 
pays n’ont pas de laboratoires de sciences ni de 
bibliothèques pour préparer les étudiants aux examens 
publics, mais on attend de ces derniers qu’ils fassent 
des miracles dans les centres d’examen.

Le président Weah est parfaitement au courant du 
problème, au point que, immédiatement après son 
entrée en fonction, il s'est rendu au Nigéria et a 
demandé 6 000 enseignants. Même si la demande 
ouverte peut sembler dégradante, c’est la réalité à 
laquelle nous devrions faire face dans le secteur de 
l’éducation.

Si 800 000 enfants libériens ne vont pas à l’école, c’est 
alors une énorme génération future qui est 
condamnée. Nous avons besoin d'une révolution dans le 
système éducatif. Même préparer nos élevés aux 
examens de fin d’année est un problème.

Le ministre Tweah a parlé de la parité hommes-
femmes, mais la vérité est que le système éducatif est 
confronté à des problèmes multiples et fondamentaux. 
Nous sommes d'accord avec le ministre lorsqu'il a 
déclaré que cela dépendait de chacun de nous pour 
inverser la triste réalité. 

Il incombe à tous, y compris notamment au 
gouvernement, aux administrateurs des écoles, aux 
parents d’élèves, aux institutions religieuses et aux 
citoyens ordinaires dans la rue, de relever le défi de 
racheter notre génération future de la désintégration 
intellectuelle complète et de l'effondrement.
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Éditorial
800 000 jeunes Libériens 
non scolarisés !



#It’s shame that only in 
Liberia foreigners are 

siphoning billions thru sand 
and rock mining.# 
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limate change and issues relating to it has 
recently been at the forefront of much public Cdebate. Nations globally are implementing 

new policies to win the race against climate change 
whilst others (minority) neglect to acknowledge that 
it is actually happening. The United Nations has now 
intervened and has urged leaders that change needs 
to commence NOW. There is supporting evidence that 
implicates “irreversible changes in major ecosystems 
and the planetary climate system” awaits us if we do 
not begin to make changes promptly1.

What is Climate Change?
From an increase in the earth’s temperature, to 

extreme weather patterns, and rising sea levels from 
melting ice caps, climate change is a global 
phenomenon that is caused primarily from the burning 
of fossil fuels; this releases carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases into our atmosphere which in turn 
results in heat entrapment. Other causes include 
agriculture and deforestation. Furthermore, 
materials such as plastic are by products of the second 
industrial revolution that are causing damaging 
effects to the planet; The Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
and the World Economic Forum stated that by “2050 
there will be more plastic than fish in our oceans”2.

Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of 
our time that has already had drastic effects 
throughout Africa causing problems such as desert 
encroachment, changing weather patterns, and 
prolonged droughts to name a few. These challenges 
amplify all types of inequality which include gender; 
women and children are amongst those affected 
especially those who have had to migrate as a result of 
natural disasters such as flooding. In Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDP) camps, women are often 
victims of sexual abuse and children lack access to a 
proper education. Lack of access to education has 
been associated with early child marriages and 
children’s affiliation with terrorist and guerrilla 
warfare groups. Environmental degradation and 
issues such as plastic pollution and poor waste 
management are affecting countries all across Africa; 
not only will this negatively affect the economic 
development, but it will also create unhealthy and 
perilous environments for our children. 

What can we do?

In my personal opinion, one of the first and most 
important ways in which we can make a difference is 
by taking accountability. Means through which this 
can be implemented is by harbouring proper waste 
management and recycling in our homes, be conscious 
of your carbon foot print, utilize public transport 
when possible and “do not waste”; this includes food, 
(precious) water, clothing, and other materials.

Talk about it and empower those around you. 
Especially children, nieces/nephews, and 
grandchildren. They are our future and it is our 
obligation to teach them about the importance of 
protection of our environment. Growing up as a child I 
recall one of the worst forms of punishment my 
mother bestowed was not permitting me to play 
outdoors. Now, imagine a time where a child does not 
have that option simply because we failed in providing 
them with a safe environment. Is this not the least we 
owe to our children?

Since ‘times and generations’ have changed 
drastically, it is imperative that we begin to make 
changes within the educational system. Governments 
and policy makers need to implement climate change 
within the curriculums, and they need to raise public 
awareness. Climate change is affecting most of the 
world’s population today, however, those living in 
poverty are affected first. UNICEF, the leading 

outdoors. Now, imagine a time where a child does not 
have that option simply because we failed in providing 
them with a safe environment. Is this not the least we 
owe to our children?

Since ‘times and generations’ have changed 
drastically, it is imperative that we begin to make 
changes within the educational system. Governments 
and policy makers need to implement climate change 
within the curriculums, and they need to raise public 
awareness. Climate change is affecting most of the 
world’s population today, however, those living in 
poverty are affected first. UNICEF, the leading 
organisation in children’s rights, has stated that 
“climate change is a major factor driving migration in 
West and Central Africa….Severe flooding and drought 
is already causing the loss of livelihoods and 
displacement, while changing climate patterns are 
making some forms of agriculture increasingly 
unsustainable”3. Currently, UNICEF is working on 
providing communities with tools and methods in 
which they can deal with environmental disasters and 
in addition to this, they are increasing opportunities 
within a sustainable green economy. These include 
development of cyclone and flood-proof schools, 
climate and environmental education, youth-led 
innovation hubs and climate resilient WASH (Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene) systems. 

Today, women all over the world are fighting for 
gender equality, women’s rights and equal 
opportunities. The climate change movement is no 
exception to this and as previously mentioned, the 
issues that come with this environmental disaster 
magnifies problems such as gender discrimination.

Women throughout Africa are now becoming a part 
of this movement and are paving the way for others to 
join. One example that caught my attention is Hindou 
Oumarou Ibrahim, an indigenous woman from 
Mbororo pastoralist community of Chad. She has been 
a part of international high-level policy discussions on 
climate change for over a decade. In 2017, she stated 
“Indigenous women are the most affected by climate 
change…they are the ones who are collecting food and 
water to feed their families...In my communities and 
in my regions, women have the knowledge of water 
protection, food collection, and land protection…The 
roles these women hold are very important at the 
community level….”. Ibrahim has co-developed a 3D 
mapping project that aims to give a voice to the 
Indigenous People in national platforms, to promote 
cohabitation, biological conservation and peace 
during times of scarcity4.

No matter what your mission in life is, whatever 
path you have chosen to create, will it not be 
important to implement this in a safe, harmonious and 
sustainable environment? At the 2019 World Economic 
Forum, New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Arden 
said “This is about being on the right side of history. Do 
you want to be a leader that looks back in time and say 
that you were on the wrong side of the argument when 
the world was crying out for a solution?”

 It is not easy to change our daily habits, and from 
my own experience, it takes much time and effort to 
implement a conscious way of living. However, as 
citizens of this world, we must all take responsibility 
for our actions, and give back to the environment that 
has sustained us for millennia.-Source APO
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of your carbon foot print, utilize public transport 
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Environmental degradation and issues such as plastic pollution and poor waste management are affecting countries all across Africa

Why Women are a force for good in the Climate Change Movement 
By Naza Alakija



Judge Kaba to replace Ja’neh? 
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Liberia lacks storage for agriculture commodity 
-LACRA Director General

By Lewis S. Teh 
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t  t h e  t i m e  
proceedings into the Aimpeachment trial of 

Associate Justice Kabineh 
Ja’neh is ongoing at the 
Liberian Senate, this paper has 
r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
corroborated by multiple 
sources that Civil Law Court ‘A’ 
Judge Yusu Kaba has been 
lined up as Ja’neh’s possible 
replacement if the latter is 
convicted by the Senate.

Justice Ja’neh is standing 
impeachment trial at the 
Liberian Senate for alleged 
proved misconduct, abuse of 
public office, wanton abuse of 
judicial discretion, frauds, 
m i s u s e  o f  p o w e r  a n d  
corruption.

One of the cases which 
triggered his impeachment 
trial relates to a land dispute 
involving the embattled 
Justice and a private citizen, 
M a d a m  A n n i e  Y a n c y  
Constance.

Associate Justice Ja’neh 
h a s  b e e n  a c c u s e d  b y  
lawmakers of using his 
influence as Associate Justice 
to secure a ruling in his favor at 
the Supreme Court to take 
possession of the land.

Justice Ja’neh has since 
denied these allegations.

he Director General of 
the Liberia Agriculture TCommodity Regulatory 

or LACRA, Dr. John Flomo, says 
Liberia is seriously challenged 
by  lack  o f  s to rage  fo r  
agriculture commodity in all 15 
counties.

The Liberia Agriculture 
C o m m o d i t y  R e g u l a t o r y  
Authority was established by an 
act of Legislature in 2014 to 
replace the Liberian Produce 
Marketing Corporation (LPMC).

Addressing reporters at the 
Ministry of Information’s weekly 
press briefing, Dr. Flomo 
discloses that one of the 
strategies LACRA has developed 

learned that one of the things 
that add values to our 
agriculture commodity is 
storage and that is lacking.”

According to him, in the 
absence of proper storage, 
crops lose values, so LACRA has 
s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
development partners to 
enlighten the market for 
farmers.

from the Mandingo tribe and is 
a key leader within the Muslim 
community. His lined up 
replacement Judge Kaba also 
hails from the Mandingo tribe 
and is a key figure within the 
Muslim community as well.

Some ruling party faithful 
says should Justice Ja’neh be 
convicted and replaced by 
Judge Kaba, then it simply 
demonstrates the Coalition for 
Democratic Change led 
government resolve that it is 
not targeting any tribe and 
religion but would root out 

Dr. Flomo details that part of 
LACRA’s responsibility is to 
provide licenses for exporters of 
cocoa, coffee, and other 
agriculture commodities. “As 
we speak, we have licensed nine 
cocoa exporters, who are 
currently exporting cocoa form 
Liberia to Europe, China, and 
America and we are proud of 
ourselves of what we have 
achieved in this short period of 
time under our watch.”

He continues that LACRA has 
also embarked on a massive 
assessment of its assets, noting 
that during the defund LPMC, a 
lot  of  warehouses,  and 
p roce s s i n g  p l an t s  we re  
abandoned in Bong and other 
counties, which were meant to 
process cocoa, rice and store 
them for exportation.

He says now that LACRA has 
inherited those properties, a 
tour was conducted in the  
counties to know what it takes 
to have those faci l it ies 
renovated and turn over to 
farmers to preserve crops and 
other agriculture commodities.

He discloses that it would 
cost the agency US$1. 9 million  
to renovate those facilities and  
they are looking forward to 
raising that money through the 
national budget or from 
development partners to ensure 
that warehouses around the 
country are ready for farmers.

 “Interns of marketing, we 
have decided to develop storage 
facility in the fifteen counties to 
ensure that farmers have a 
place to keep their crops after 
harvesting, because we have 

However, sources within 
the corridors of the President’s 
temporary office at the 
Foreign Ministry told the New 
Dawn that President George 
W e a h  h a s  b e e n  i n  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  
s takeho lder s  and  have  
concluded that Judge Kaba, 
w o u l d  b e  a  p o s s i b l e  
replacement for Justice 
Ja’neh to enable the Supreme 
Court Bench maintain its 
ethnic balance.

The current embattled 
Associate Justice Ja’neh hails 

is to establish storage facilities 
across the country, but it is 
faced with constraints.

“Right now as we speak, our 
cocoa is being discounted on the 
world market, because its lack 
certain quality; most of that is 
due to how people process their 
cocoa, but we are putting in 
strategy that will develop the 
market”, he explains.

He says at the just-ended  
world cocoa conference, they  
saw how other nations are using 
cocoa as an economic source to 
bring development to their 
countries, adding “This a why 
we invested our time in making 
sure that we have a clear policy 
framework to know how cocoa 
in Liberia are processed and 
exported.”

Dr. Flomo also discloses 
LACRA has begun exploring 
opportunity to showcase crops 
for exportation, noting that a 
delegation is expected to arrive 
in the country today, 18 March 
from Netherland to take a look 
at cocoa in Liberia whether it 
meets international market 
s t a n d a r d s .  - E d i t i n g  b y  
Jonathan Browne

individuals in positions of trust 
who may be engaged in 
practices that have the 
propensity to undermine the 
peace and justice system of 
the state.

Other sources said the 
appointment of Judge Kaba is 
expected to be done quickly to 
avoid the Supreme Court 
Bench being short of its 
require number. The Liberian 
Senate would be appealed to 
fast tract the confirmation 
process to enable the Superior 
Court Bench perform its duty 
unhindered.

It could be recalled that on 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018, the 
House of Representatives, 
received a an impeachment 
petition against Associate 
Justice Kabineh Ja’neh and in 
accordance with a motion 
proffered by Grand Kru County 
District #1 Representative 
Nathaniel Barway, which was 
voted in favor of, House 
Speaker Bhofal Chambers 
accordingly set up an 8-man 
Ad-Hoc Committee to review 
a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
Impeachment Petition as well 
as write-out proceedings.

I n  the  Impeachment  
Petition, the petitioners gave 
12 counts, to support their 
claims that Associate Justice 
Ja'neh had been allegedly 
involved in misconduct, abuse 
of public office, tempering 
with public documents, 
wanton abuse of judicial 
discretion, fraud, misuse of 
power and corruption.

The lawmakers accused 
Justice Ja'neh of stealing 
information (minutes) from a 
meeting held by an ad hoc 

commi t tee  cha i r ed  by  
Representative Kanie Wesso, 
Co-chair on Judiciary that 
d ra f ted  the  ru les  and  
procedure that led to his 
impeachment trial.

The petition to impeach 
Justice Ja'neh was filed before 
the House by Representatives 
Acarous Gray of Montserrado 
County, Electoral District# 8 
and  Thomas  Fa l l ah  o f  
M o n t s e r r a d o  C o u n t y,  
District#5 respectively. 

Both alleged that Justice 
Ja'neh "committed a serious 
o f f i c ia l  mi sconduct  by  
engaging in a wanton and 
unsavory exercise of his 
jud ic ia l  d i s c re t ion  fa r  
exceeding the bounds of 
e l e m e n t a r y  j u d i c i a l  
interpretation of issues simply 
to satisfy his personal ego".

However, the impeachment 
petition has not been void of 
legal challenge especially as it 
relates to the interpretation of 
Article 43.

Article 43 of the 1986 
Constitution gives the House of 
Representatives the power to 
p r e p a r e  a  b i l l  o f  
impeachment.

On August 28, 2018, the Bill 
of Impeachment of Associate 
Justice Ja’neh was passed and 
forwarded to the Liberian 
Senate for trial.

Article 43 states: "The 
power to prepare a bill of 
impeachment is vested solely 
i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, and the 
power to try all impeachments 
is vested solely in the Senate. 
When the President, Vice 
President or an Associate 
Justice is to be tried, the Chief 
Justice shall preside; when the 
Chief Justice or a judge of a 
subordinate court of record is 
to be tried, the President of 
the Senate shall preside. No 
person shall be impeached but 
by the concurrence of two-
thirds of the total membership 
of the Senate. Judgments in 
such cases shall not extend 
beyond removal from office 
and disqualification to hold 
public office in the Republic; 
but the party may be tried at 
law for the same offense. The 
Legislature shall prescribe the 
procedure for impeachment 
proceedings, which shall be in 
c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  
requirements of due process of 
law."-Edited by Othello B. 
Garblah

Judge Yusu Kaba Judge Yusu Kaba Associate Justice Kabineh Ja’neh Associate Justice Kabineh Ja’neh 
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anchester City will 
be banned by FIFA Mf r o m  m a k i n g  

signings in the next two 
transfer windows after they 
broke rules related to the 
protection of youth players 
and third-party ownership, 
according to a report in the 
Sun newspaper.

The club are already 

being investigated by the 
Football Association and 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  o v e r  
allegations related to youth 
transfers and financial fair 
play rules.

E u r o p e a n  f o o t b a l l ' s  
governing body UEFA is also 
l ook i ng  i n to  po ten t i a l  
breaches of financial fair play, 
an investigation that could 

result in City being banned 
from the Champions League.

A transfer ban for the 
Premier League champions 
would come less than a month 
after Chelsea were hit with 
the same sanction for 29 
breaches of article 19 of FIFA's 
regulations on the transfer 
and status of players.

This prompted a complaint 
before the NEC which has been 
heard by the electoral house 
over the past months.

Final ruling into the hearing 
by the NEC follows the 
presentation of witnesses and 
documentary evidences into 
claims and counterclaims by 
rival factions.

T h e r e  i s  a  
question over who 
is the legitimate 

#Revoke rock and sand mining licenses 
from Chinese and Lebanese# 

 

#To empower Liberians, enforce the 
exclusive Liberians business act. # 

#It’s shame that only in Liberia foreigners are 
siphoning billions thru sand and rock mining.# 

#For the Pro-Poor Agenda to succeed undo 
the errors by your predecessors. #

#Stop prioritizing foreign businesses over 
Liberian businesses!#

aP6g
e

NEC rules in NPP case todayNEC rules in NPP case today

he National Election 
Commission (NEC) is Texpected to give its 

final ruling today Monday, 18 
March in a case between two 
opposing factions of the 
former  ru l ing  Nat iona l  
Patriotic Party (NPP).

A faction of the NPP loyal to 
Vice President Jewel Howard - 
Taylor has been battling 
against another faction that 

backs  dethroned  par ty  
chairman Mr. James P. Biney 
before the NEC through the 
last five months.

Mrs. Taylor’s faction of the 
NPP removed Mr. Biney from 
the chairmanship of the party 
in 2018, but in retaliation the 
later  and h is  loyal i s ts  
conducted a convention in 
which they also announced the 
removal of Mrs. Taylor as NPP’s 
political leader.

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Man City face FIFA transfer ban: report
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