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he hluses along the
quiet tree-lined street
66k just like the

nérmal homes found all acréss
the Rwandan capital.

But behind the walls 6f the
three adjéining villas in Kigali
are the headquarters 6f a glébal

Operation involving
investigators and prosecutors
whé are working t6 track déwn
the very woérst killers of
Rwanda's 1994 gendcide.

Inside, French investigatdrs
have come t6 talk t6 witnesses
and t6 gather evidence. A
NOrwegian team is alsé 6n site.

All are suppérted by
Rwanda's Gendcide Fugitive
Tracking Unit (GFTU), a special
team created in 2007 t6
présecute the architects behind
the slaughter 6f séme 800,000
mostly Tutsi victims.

"The mandate was to0
investigate and compile case
files for the fugitives who were
still at large,” said Faustin
Nkusi, spékesman for the
National Public Présecution
Authérity, which dversees the
unit.

After the bléédshed, many
perpetratdrs escaped.
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Séme were arrested and
taken t6 the UN-backed
Internatiénal Criminal Tribunal
féor Rwanda (ICTR), based in
Tanzania. That céurt clésed in
2015 after several do6zen

convictiéns.F6r many 6f thdse
whé carried 6ut the Kkillings,
justice has been at a l6cal level
thréugh coOmmunity tribunals
"gacaca"”

known as

courts.Between 2005 and 2012,
these cOurts put nearly two
millibn pedple 6n trial, with
some two-thirds o6f cases
resulting in a cOnviction.But the
search for justice continues.A
quarter 6f a century after the
gendcide, Rwanda is as
determined as ever t6 make sure
the key suspects are arrested
and put oOn trial Over the

65, embraces Pascal Shyirahwamaboko, 68, who
was among the killers of his father at Mutete,
where the old schoolfriends have now reconciled

amerdéon's 6pposition
leader Maurice
Kamto, who faces

several charges including
hostility against the hdmeland
and oOffence against the
president of the republic, has
asked t0 be tried in Open
court.

MrKamt6 was in court 6n
Tuesday t6 ask for bail but
when the judge insisted that

the hearing take place in his
chambers, he walked 6ut.

The Opposition leader's
lawyer, Christépher Ndong,
t6ld the BBC that his client is a
public figure and the public
had a right t6 witness his
judgement.

"Kamté and his entire legal
team rejected the in-camera
hearing fér two reasons. First,
the judge's chambers is t60

little t6 accommodate all the
lawyers. Secondly, there is n6
law stipulating that that case
be heard in private,” he said.

The 6pposition leader says
he won last year's presidential
election. His party, the
Camer66n Renaissance
Mévement, plans t6 carry 6ut
public deménstrations 6n 13
April t6 call for the release of
their leader.BBC

Gettylmages: Opposition teader Maurice Kamto has
been charged with incitement to insurrection

killings.Many are still at large,
scattered all 6ver the world.

The GFTU has issued 1,012
international arrest warrants for
suspects in 32 cOuntries.

Several are in neighbduring
nations like Demdcratic
Republic 6f C6ngd, Uganda and
Tanzania. Others are further
afield in places like Kenya,
Malawi and Zambia. And still
Others fled t6 Eurdépe, Nérth
America 6r even Australia.

Key suspects on the run
include Felicien Kabuga, 6nce
o6ne 6f Rwanda's richest men
who is accused 6f financing the
gendcide, who was repértedly
spotted in Kenya.

Anéther is Augustin
Bizimana, a former defence
minister believed t6 be hiding in
DR Céngé.

The team is having an
impact: 19 pedple who were
allegedly invélved in plétting
the gendcide have been
arrested and returned to

Rwanda for trial, while 22 6thers
have been tried abrdad.

But this is 6nly a drép in the
O6cean.When the gacaca précess
clésed

in 2012, the cOurts

&t

handed the GFTU a list 6f nearly
72,000 fugitives who had been
sentenced in absentia.And
tracking déwn all thése peéple
along with other remaining
suspects is téugh.

"It's n6t easy," Nkusi said."We
don't have the upper hand in
investigating and arresting. We
have t6 work together with
Other institutions from thése
countries."The GFTU team,
which invélves both
investigators and prosecutors,
works with teams across the
world, including their judicial
cOunterparts in céuntries where
suspects are hiding.

It als6 works with UN experts
and the international pélicing
agency, Interpdl.

-'Justice has t6 be déne' -

Investigators face many
challenges: by now, suspects
have gréwn much 6lder and have
had years t6 perfect their
changed identity as well as t6
slip acrdss borders.Séme have
Obtained political asylum.

After Rwanda abdlished the
death penalty in 2007, c6untries
were encOuraged té send
suspects home.AFP

Ahmed Hussein-Suate investigated corruption in Ghanaian footbaH

olice in Ghana have

said that a suspect is

in custdéody in
connection with the murder of
undercéver journalist Ahmed
Hussein-Suale.Hussein-Suale,
whé was a member 6f Tiger
Eye Private Investigations and
worked On an expésé Of
corruption in Ghana's football
leagues, was shot dead near
his family hdme in the capital,
Accra, in January.

He was shot three times by
unidentified gunmen On a
motorbike. According to the
pélice, they are still following

up multiple leads t6 unravel
the mystery behind his killing.

The police alsoé said that
they had questioned 13 6thers
as part of their investigation.
These include his colleague
AnasAremeyawAnas, who runs
Tiger Eye, former Ghana FA
boss KwesiNyantakyi, who was
at the centre 6f the expdsé,
and MP Kennedy Agyapong,
who exposed pictures of the
undercoéver joéurnalist months
befére he was shot dead.

There is n6 suggestion that
they were invélved in the
killing.-BBC
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EDITORIAL J COMIMENTARY

I ALESS KNOWN group suddenly emerged Monday, 1April and
marched thru the streets of Monrovia before issuing a stern
threat to return “fire for fire” against anti-government I

I establishments and those it brands as “lawless |

| lawmakers”, in defense of true democracy and good I

I governancein Liberia. I

I THE SELF-STYLED Special Taskforce Revolutionary Group

I or STRONG says it does not take lightly alleged threats by I
small surrogate groups to overthrow the democratic will of

I the Liberian people, as expressed through the ballot box a I

| yearago. I

I ITS SO-CALLED SUPREME Commander, J. Richard Holder, I

I specifically accused leaders of the former ruling Unity
Party and its foot soldiers for embarking on a tragic I
conclusion that the attainment of democratic power

I through the ballot box is no longer possible, which he says

I may explain their futile desperation to collapse Liberia’s I

I hard-earned democracy. I

I THE WIDE ALLEGATIONS and the violent speech used to
announce its sudden emergence on the social-political I

I landscape of the country further heightens the already
politically-charged and hate-driven atmosphere currently I
pervadingin Liberia. I

I WE ARE STILL struggling to understand where does the self- I

I styled STRONG get its authority from to come in defense of |
the current administration, if it is not a state surrogate? We I

I all are aware that state-sponsored surrogates or sponsored
violence is counterproductive to sustaining peace and I
unity, democratic governance and economic development. I

I TRADING HATE MESSAGES that are saturating social media I

here is in fact, inflaming the situation, and turning I

| Liberians’ attention from the vital task of nation building. I
I We seem very pre-occupied with condemning and pulling

one another down, rather than joining forces to lift Liberia I

I out of its current economic woes. I

I

I THE GOVERNMENT IS in the driving seat of the blame-game,

I accusing the past administration and everyone else but I

I itself, for the dwindling economy exacerbated by lack of I

I transparency and accountability. I

I AS IF PRONOUNCEMENTS by major concessions, including

I Firestone Liberia recently to lay off employees or pull out I
of the country were not enough, ordinary citizens,

I particularly jobless youth are giving themselves out to

I politicians from either side to engage in mischief and I

I subterfuge in exchange for little or nothing. I

I THE TRUTH OF the matter is, this is not the kind of country
Liberians envisaged when they went to the ballot box 15 I

I months ago and elected a new President. Instead, the
masses elected a government they believe would better

I their standard of life by keeping inflation and prices down, I
I creating jobs, ensuring security and basic social services. I

Y SHORT, GROOMING surrogate groups by both sides to |
fight proxy wars does not only undermine peace and I

development, but scares away potential investors and

partners, which is not healthy for the Motherland.
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By Bitt Emmott

Since the United Kingdom's Brexit referendum and the etection of
US President Donatd Trump in 2016, a consensus has emerged that
poputism - the potitics of “us versus them” - is on the rise. But that
term does not capture what is reatty at stake in nationat and
regionat etections around the wortd this year.

That question will be l66ming Over

electionsin Israel, India, Ind6nesia, the
Philippines, Spain, and the Eur6pean Union
over the next twé months. Yet it will be
misplaced, for the real contest is between
nationalism and internationalism.

I ONDON - Is p6pulism still 6n the rise?

To be sure, the nationalist-internationalist
division is being prized open by populists
themselves, particularly US President
Donald Trump, whése instinctive disdain for
international laws and institutions has long
been clear. But it is als6 being expléited by
more mainstream politicians, including
some in that most multilateral o6f
institutions, the European Union, which is
experiencing a proféund change in its
internal political dynamics.

The term poOpulism merely describes a
campaigning technique used by insurgent
politicians of all stripes. Hence, its power as
a political epithet has diminished with use,
especially in the years since the Brexit
referendum and Trump’s election. Once in
power, populists still have t6 govern to
voters’ liking, or else risk defeat at the next
election.

Cénsider the Five Star Mévement (M5S),
which came to6 power in June 2018 as the
senior partner in Italy’s géverning coalition,
but has since lost a string of regional
elections, halving its vote from a year
earlier. That decline dées not reflect voters’
disillusionment with M5S’s populist pélicy
proposals; after all, it has succeeded in
implementing its promised basic income for
jobseekers. Rather, M5S’s participation in
the codalition has been 6vershadowed by the
strong nationalist rhetoric of its governing
partner, the right-wing League party.

NOow, consider Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Maédi, Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte, and that consummate survivor,
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu.
Unlike M5S, all three campaigned as
populists but have governed as tough-guy
nationalists. In elections on April 9 (Israel),
April 11-May 19 (India), and May 13
(Philippines), it is that natiénalist approach
that will be tested.1

Médi, Duterte, and Netanyahu have each
used fear - of terrorist attacks from Pakistan,
drug cartels, and Hamas rockets,
respectively - and appeals t6 natiénal pride.
Their stated go6al is t6 strengthen the nation-
state against threats foreign and domestic,
thréugh both economic and pélitical means.
They have little regard for international
institutions or laws, and if they consider the
international context at all, it is usually

thréugh the scope of bilateral relations with
the United States and/6r China, rather than
multilateralism.1

Similar issues are in play in the run-up t6
Indonesia’s April 17 presidential election,
where the incumbent, President Joké Widodo
(“Jokowi”), and his rival, Prabowo Subianto,
can both be described as “populists.” The
difference is that while J6kowi is running on
his five-year record of leadership in béth
Indénesia and Southeast Asia generally,
Prabéwo is positioning himself moére as a
Duterte-style nationalist, as he did in 2014.

In Eurépe, the pdlitics are different, but the
key divisions are strikingly similar. The terms
populist and Euréskeptic do nét truly capture
the rise of far-right parties such as Vox in
Spain, the Freedém Party of Austria, and the
Alternative fur Deutschland (AfD) in Germany;
nor are they sufficient for understanding the
policies 6f Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban and Péland’s ruling Law and Justice (PiS)

party.

T0 be sure, these parties are all nationalist,
conservative, and generally Oppodsed to
immigration. But with constant reference t6
“law and order,” they are explditing cultural
rather than military or gedstrategic fears.
Hence, should the far-right make significant
gains in Spain’s general election this April, and
then in the Eurépean Parliament elections in
May, the right way t6 think about it will not be
as an anti-EU phenémenén.

Arebalancing 6f power toward the natiénalist
right would represent a changing view 6f the
EU, but not an Outright Brexit-style rejection
of it. It would augur a further shift away from
integration, and téward a modre ad hoc
intergovernmental approach for tackling
issues related t0 immigration and the rule 6f
law. The scope for top-down policies issued
from Brussels would be significantly
narrowed. And as individual EU member states
began t6 pursue their own pélicies téward
Russia, Libya, and 6ther third countries, there
would be a broad retreat from efforts to
negétiate coémmoén féreign and security
policies.

SO, forget populism. The real contest in
elections this year, as well as in the US
presidential election in 2020, will be between
nationalism and internationalism. Amid rising
geopdlitical tensions, increased migration
flows, and the lingering stresses Of past
financial crises, the question is whether
appeals t0 a rules-based international 6rder
can still win véters’ hearts and calm their
fears. In the absence 6f US leadership t6 lend
that idea credibility, the answer is any6ne’s
guess.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018. www.project-syndicate.org
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By Stawomir Sierakowski

O-PED

ARSAW - There have never been mére pépulist gévernments in place than téday.

Until néw, p6pulists have n6t been véted 6ut 6f péwer in any Western céuntry. Even

théugh the president &f Slévakia has only symbélic péwer, anti-cérruption
campaigner Zuzana Caputéva’s landslide victéry 6ver a pdpulist candidate this weekend
c6uld signal a change in pépulists’ ability t6 make the pélitical weather in Eurépe. At the
same time, the apparent victdry 6f TV cémedian and pélitical névice V6l6dymyr Zelensky in
the first réund 6f Ukraine’s presidential electién suggests that the populist wave may nét
have crested yet.

P6pulists are capable 6f being defeated, but 6nly under éne cénditidn: a unified 6ppdsition.
Unfértunately, pdlitical divisibns mdst 6ften persist among Oppésition parties - t6 the
benefit 6f populist férces. That was the case in Péland as l6ng as the céuntry was unable t6
buck that trend, and it remains the case in every EU céuntry géverned by pépulists: Hungary,
the Czech Republic, Slévakia and Italy.

In Hungary, for example, the pdst-cémmunist SAcialists and the pést-fascist Jobbik party
have l6ng shéwn mére contempt fér each éther than for Prime Minister Viktér Orban. When
they finally started cd6perating after years 6f devastating defeats, it was t66 little, t66
late. The c6untry’s independent media have since been silenced, and Orban’s péwer éver
the state confers such a significant advantage t6 his 6wn party, Fidesz, that the céuntry’s
electidns are n6 l6nger deemed fair by independent 6bservers.

Still, it is worth remembering that 6n February 25, 2018, an independent candidate with
bréad support from all 6f the 6ppdsition parties won the mayoéralty 6f Hodmezovasarhely, a
Fidesz stronghéld. Had the 6ppdsition parties nét descended int6 infighting during the run-
up to parliamentary elections last April, Fidesz may not have captured nearly 50% o6f the
vote, and Orban might n6t have been given the means t6 cénsélidate power.

In Italy, there are actually left-right divides within both the ruling céalition and the
Opposition. T6 form a gévernment last year, the populist Five Star MGvement (M5S) had t6
come t6 terms with the nationalist League party. Together, they won some 50% 6f the vote,
compared to nearly 20% for the mainstream Demdcratic Party and less than 15% for former
Prime Minister Silvid Berlusconi’s center-right Forza Italia.

Hence, as matters stand, Italy’s populists have n6 6ne t6 6se t6. But while M5S captured the
largest share 6f the vote in the election last March, the League has since surpassed it in p6lls
and regional elections. This is in keeping with a bréader trend: while right-wing pépulists
have remained in favor 6nce in péwer, their left-wing céunterparts have stumbled.

As fér Slovakia, the left-wing pépulist party Smer-SD and its leader, férmer Prime Minister
Rébert Ficd, have finally been defeated after almést tw6 decades in péwer. But with 6ver
20% support, Smer-SD remains the cOuntry’s single strongest party. Meanwhile, there are at
least ten Oppdsition parties with a shot at entering parliament in the next election,
including Caputéva’s 6wn Prégressive Slévakia, a relatively new party that currently enjéys
just 3% support.

Leading a pélitical party in Slévakia is n6 great feat in itself. The conservative We Are Family
party, led by a man who has fathered nine children with eight wémen, wén 6.6% 6f the véte
in the last parliamentary election. Méredver, aréund 25% 6f the electérate consistently
suppdrts the extreme right, which itself is divided between Marian Kétleba (“Our Slévakia”)
and the mévement aréund the far-right jurist Stefan Harabin.

Still, quutévé’s victéry has lent mémentum t6 6ppdnents 6f pépulism elsewhere, nét least
in the Czech Republic, where her campaign was suppérted by Témas Halik, a préminent
Cathdlic priest and philésopher, and Karel Schwarzenberg, a férmer Czech minister 6f
foreign affairs. In the October 2017 general election, Czech v6ters apparently decided that
their happy and peaceful céuntry céuld afférd a little madness, sé they handed a plurality 6f
vétes t6 Andrej Babis, a scandal-plagued billiénaire 6f Slévak 6rigin whém many have
described as a “Czech Trump.”

The Czech presidency is currently éccupied by Milé$ Zeman, a Sécial Demécrat-turned-
natiénalist with a s6ft spot for Russian President Vladimir Putin. Zeman and Babis b6th act as
théugh they are cOmpeting for the title 6f Eur6pe’s mdst embarrassing pélitician. Zeman,
for example, 6nce held a cereménial burning 6f a giant pair 6f red underwear that had
previdusly been used by the artist céllective Ztéhéven t6 méck him. For his part, Babis
allegedly had his 6wn s6n kidnapped and s6ught t6 cémmit him t6 a psychiatric héspital in
Russian-6ccupied Crimea t6 prevent him frém testifying abéut his father’s cérrupt business
dealings.

S6, if PAlish pélitics is currently mimicking the cinema 6f méral anxiety 6f the 1970s, Sur
s6uthern neighbdrs are in the midst 6f an absurdist cémedy. Fér néw, héwever, the fractured
Opposition - comprising the center-right Civic Demécratic Party, the techné-liberal Pirate
Party, the far-right anti-immigrant Freedém Party (led by the half-Japanese businessman
Tomié Okamura), and the Communist Party 6f B6hemia and Méravia - has failed t6 carry
thréugh vétes 6f n6 cénfidence in the prime minister.

Finally, in P6land, 6ppdsition parties have united against the p6pulist Law and Justice (PiS)
party gévernment. This is a nétable achievement, given that the Pélish 6ppésition is divided
between Civic Platférm, the agrarian Pélish Pedple’s Party and the post-Communist
Demdcratic Left Alliance, the neéliberal Médern party, the leftist Pélish Initiative, and the
Greens. Accérding t6 the latest pélls, this s6-called Eurépean Coalition has aréund 38-42%
support, which means it culd beat the PiS in the parliamentary election in Octéber.

Much will depend 6n what happens in next ménth’s Eurépean Parliament electiéns. But
uniting has préved t6 be easier for P6les than for anyéne else in Eurépe. That means Péland
could becéme the first EU cOuntry t6 Gverthréw a pépulist government - on the 30th
anniversary of the fall 6f communism, no less. It would be 6nly fitting for Poles t6 trigger a
wave 0f demdcratic renewal across Eastern Eurépe, just as they did in 1989.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017._ www.project-syndicate.org

By Daoud Kuttab

OPINION

No Country for Palestinians

MMAN - A bizarre election campaign is heating up in Israel. The

incumbent prime minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, has become the first

candidate in the country’s histéry t0 seek reelection while facing
criminal indictments. Meanwhile, the mdst impdrtant topic - the 6ccupation 6f
the Palestinian territories - has not been mentioned, with candidates instead
competing 6ver who can be tougher on the Palestinians.

The biggest threat comes from Netanyahu. As he fights for his political life
amid charges of fraud, bribery, and breach 6f trust, fears are rising that he will
misuse the enérmdus power he wields (he also serves as defense minister),
escalating tensions both within and around Israel in order t6 strengthen his
own position.

Far from quelling these fears, Netanyahu has been stoking them. He has 6nce
again o6rdered the closure 6f Bab al-Rahmeh in the Al-Haram Al-Sharif/Al-Agsa
Mésque cémpdund in Jerusalem, Islam’s third-héliest site. Part 6f a UNESCO
World Heritage site, the compo6und has been administered by Muslims for mére
than 14 centuries.

There is n6 legal justification for clésing Bab al-Rahmeh. The building was
sealed 6ff in 2003, because it was being used as a headquarters for the Islamic
Heritage C6mmittee, led by a hardline Islamic sheikh (and Israeli citizen),
Raed Salah. But that reasoning is n0 longer relevant: Salah hasn’t set fo6t in Al-
Agsa fér mére than a decade, and the Islamic Heritage Cémmittee has l6ng
since been disbanded.

For Netanyahu, héwever, any flimsy excuse will d6. His radical suppérters want
to take Israel 6ne step closer t6 building a synagogue 6n the site 6f Bab al-
Rahmeh. Netanyahu is acquiescing t0 these extremists in an effort t6 boost his
political capital améng a key bloc 6f voters. In the same vein, Netanyahu may
find it politically convenient to trigger conflict in 6ther areas, such as Gaza,
south Lebandn, 6r with Iranian 6r Iran-backed forces in Syria.

Unfortunately, Netanyahu’s main challenger, Lieutenant General Benny
Gantz, is n6t a much more desirable 6ption. The former head 6f the Israeli
Defense Forces, Gantz leads a right-6f-center cdalition. But he has als6 touted
his anti-Palestinian credentials, such as héw in 2014, under his command, the
IDF sent parts o0f Gaza “back t6 the Stone Age” during a campaign that left
thousands 6f Palestinians dead, injured, 6r homeless.

Then there is the recently created Hayamin Hehadash party, c6-chaired by the
Outgbing education and justice ministers, Naftali Bennett and Ayelet Shaked,
respectively. Bennett has declared that he wants t6 annex 6ver 60% of the
occupied West Bank. Shaked als6 wants t0 annex most 6f the 6ccupied West
Bank. And, in a bizarre attack on suppdsed judicial activism by Israel’s
Supreme Céurt, she recently released a méck advertisement fér “Fascism”
perfume, which she declares “smells like demécracy to [her].”

All 6f the main parties running in Israel’s election seem t0 know what they do
n6t want: an end to the Occupation, the division 6f Jerusalem, Palestinian
stateh6od, and the right 6f Palestinian refugees t6 return. But beyond
intensifying the 6ccupation and annexing territéries, none 6f them has 6ffered
any vision for the region’s future, let alone a réad map for peace with the
Palestinians.

This plays into the hands 6f those who never want the conflict to be resolved.
After all, while gévernment pélicy can diverge frém campaign promises,
winning an election based 6n hawkish 6ne-upmanship could tie the hands 6f
the eventual prime minister, even if he did decide t0 pursue peace.

Israeli leaders are n6t alone in their lack of interest in, let alone vision for,
ending the decades-long military Occupation of nearly four million
Palestinians. The United States under Trump has decided, for the first time in
over five decades, to drop the term “6ccupied” from references t6 Gaza, the
West Bank, and the Golan Heights in its annual human-rights repért. These
territories are, the US government now claims, simply “controlled” by Israel.
This approach will only further weaken Israeli leaders’ maétivation to find
solutions. By recognizing Israel’s annexation 6f the Golan Heights, Trump even
went further and legitimized, for the first time since World War I, the
acquisition 6f land by force.

The Israeli general election should have given Israelis an 6pportunity té choose
between war and peace. Instead, Israelis will have a chdice between war and
more war, between 6ccupation and more 6ccupation, even if the candidates
avéid using those terms. And the fact remains that, withéut a two-state
solution 6r a power-sharing deal within a single state in which all citizens have
equal rights, the region is doémed t6 remain locked in its cycle of vidlence.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2017._ www.project-syndicate.org




WEDNESDAY | APRIL 03

ARTICLE

| 2019

www.thenewdawnliberia.com

NEW DAWN 5

ARTICLE

By: Josephus Moses Gray
Assistant Professor of Internationat Retations

CONT’D FROM LAST EDITION

Hoéwever, f6llowing the end 6f the 14-year war and the
signing 6f the cOmprehensive Accra peace Accérd in
2003:The cOuntry with the helped 6f Liberian develépment
partners and f6reign natiéns has had Three Successful
Presidential Electi6ns and a number 6f Special and By-
electidns. Kindly permit me t6 briefly discuss circumstances
surréunding these elections.

The Elections of 1870

For instance, the 1870 election ended with the
undemécratic reméval 6f former President Edward J. Réye
thréugh maéb action and ROye's tragic death. He was the first
president 6f then géverning True Whig Party (TWP) t6 be
forced frém office.

The Elections of 1871

After the férceful reméval 6f Roye frém Office, elections
were planned in 1871 with férmer President J6seph Jenkins
Réberts who and Réye have 6ften been at l6ggerheads was
the Opp0osition candidate; Robert was named the victér 6f
the electidn.

The Elections of 1927

The 1927 general elections in Liberia made histéry as the
most fraudulent election ever held. With 6nly abdut 15,000
registered véters, the incumbent Charles D. B. King
garnered 243,000 vé6tes against his 6pponent whé received
9,000 valued vétes (GC, 2017). The 1927 electién result is
recérded in the pages 6f the Guinness B66k 6f Recérds as
One Of the mést fraudulent elections in human history.

The Elections of 1951

The 1951 electidns in the céuntry is 6ne 6f the histdrical
demdcratic electidns t6 be held in Liberia. It was during this
exercise that women were allowed t6 vote and the
indigen6us pedple were granted right t6 éwn préperty and
alsé véte. This decision, accérding té Governance
Commissién (2017), to6k effect thréugh a referendum in
1946.

The Elections of 1955

The electiéns 6f 1955 were the shéwdéwn between the
TWP, the Tubman gréup and Edwin Barclay 6f the newly
férmed Independent TWP (GC, 2017. Tubman's respdnse
was to crack déwn on civil liberties; he used state reséurces
as carrots and sticks t6 expand his pélitical base and punish
his detractérs. Just befére elections t66k place, there was
an assassination attempt o6n Tubman's life. His
administration broéught treasén charges against the
Chairman 6f Independent TWP Didwhé Twe, fércing him té
flee the c6untry (Kieh, 2008).

The 1975 Election

Folléwing President Tubman's death 6n July 23, 1971 his
successor, William Tolbert, had been Vice President for
nineteen (19) 6f Tubman's 27-year rule. Much 6f the
Tubman's regime was characterized by suppression 6f
6ppésition.  But the Tolbert's regime prévided the
Opportunity for 6pening up pélitical space. (GC, 2017). But
Télbert was t6 get caught between twd forces: the 6ld 6rder
(6ld guards) 6f the TWP 6f which he was a part and which he
séught t6 reférm, 6n the 6ne hand, and cénsértiums 6f
y6uth, intellectuals, wérkers and 6thers. The prégressive
and pro-demécracy mévements, especially the Mévement
for Justice in Africa (MOJA) and the Prégressive Alliance 6f
Liberia (PAL) were the térchbearers 6f the change
enhancers 6f multi-Party Demdcracy. The Tolbert's regime
was toppled 6n April 12, 1980 thréugh a blédded military
coup.

1985 Elections

Andéther interested case 6f a demdcratic election in
Liberia was the 1985 electibn which was marred by
allegatiéns 6f véte fraud and rigging. The 1985 General
elections were invented as a path 6f the much awaited
evéolution frém military rule t6 demdcracy (GC, 2017). The
post-election era witnessed rampant abused 6f state's
reséurces and gréss human rights vidlations. Perhaps, the
viblence was major causes fér the Liberia's senseless
blé6dbath which claimed abéut twé hundred and fifty
(250,000) théusand lives.

1997 Elections
In an effért t6 return the nation t6 demdcracy,

something which has nét happened since 1985 general
electiéns, ECOWAS with suppért frém the United Natiéns
6rganized a  special electién which was wén by férmer
president Charles Ghnkay Taylér with 75.3% valid votes
(NEC, 2005). The electién was alsé marred by allegatiéns 6f
véters' intimidatién while the issue 6f fear factér played a
major part t6 the advantage 6f Mr. Taylér. He defeated
férmer President Ellen J6hnson-Sirleaf whé came secénd
with 10% 6f the valid véte (NEC, 2005).

2005 Elections

After twenty years, the Liberian natién in 2005 held an
international acclaimed demdcratic electiéns with 22
Liberians vying the for the presidency. At the end 6f the
highly contested demdcratic exercise, Mrs. Ellen J6hnsén
Sirleaf was elected. She won with 59% 6f the véte in the run-
6ff pSll (NEC, 2005). The electién result was rejected by the
current ruling CDC, énce an 8ppdsitién pélitical party.

2011 Electibns

he 2011 general electién went int6 a run-6ff since néne 6f
the candidates 6btain a threshold 6f 50 plus 6ne véte. In the
run-6ff péll, Sirleaf 6btained 90 % valid véte cast against Clr.

Winstén Tubman's CDC which pull frém the exercise (NEC,
2005).

2017 Elections

Interestingly a pOverty-stricken state 6f Liberia is néted

for histéry making and never in the 170-year 6f the nation's
existence that stakes in the past presidential races had
captivated deep nati6nal and glébal interests with ébservers
as being experienced in the recent Octéber 10, 2017
presidential electién. The presidential race was reduced t6
crowd race améng the main political parties, the Céalition
fér Demécratic Change (CDC), Unity Party (UP), Liberty
Party (LP), Alternative Natiénal Coéngress (ANC) and All
Liberian Party (ALP).

Instead 6f maneuvering in érder t6 undercut the 6ther
parties t0 win more votes, the varibus parties were
predccupied with pulling huge créwds in the varidus streets
as a means 6f displaying their pélitical authdrity 6ver the
Others t6 préve that they have the numbers t6 win 6én the
first ball6t. The varidus streets were Gverwhelmed by
mammoth crowds and displayed 6f numbers in MOnrévia and
Other cities acrdss the céuntry, unfértunately, these gigantic
créwds apparently driven by ménetary gains 6r allegiance,
failed t6 translate int6é actual votes 6n October 10 as
evidenced 6f the 6fficial results 6f the presidential election
released by NEC. The 2017 electiéns were highly challenged
by 20 candidates with 6ne female presidential candidate
and six female vice presidential candidates (2017).

Candidates Breakdown

The tétal candidates were 1024 candidates registered t6 5
representing 51% were male;
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contest the poll; Male candidates registered 861; Female
candidates registered 163; Out 6f 984 candidates foér
Representative sl6ts; 96 were independent aspirants and;
928 political parties' aspirants. While registered véters as
concerns, 6ut 6f 2,183,629 registered véters; 1,119,355
representing 51% were male;

While 1,064,274 accounts for 49%. Youth age between 18-
22 accéunts for 11 and; 6ther age 6f 23 t6 27 carried 9%;
While Liberian age 18(first time véters) were 15% (NEC,
2005).

Why gévernance matter in pést-conflict Liberia?

Gdvernance matters in several ways: Gévernance plays
an impdrtant réle in implementing successful ecénémic
pélicies and sustaining inclusive gréowth; it prévides
transparency and predictability in pélicymaking, efficiency
and equity in access t6 gévernment services and reséurces,
gévernance alsé leads t6 better and mére efficient decisions
and gives the l6cal cémmunity confidence in its céuncil, but
impréves the faith that elected members have in their 6wn
cbuncil and its decision making précesses (World bank,
2008).

CONCLUSION
Dr. Ophelia Inez Weeks, President 6f the University 6f
Liberia and the university family, | am hénéred s6 dearly for

the céurtesies that you have accérded me t6 share with y6u
séme 6f my théughts concerning the practices 6f demdcratic

gévernance and natiénal develépment in the céuntry. Many
6f y6u cévered long distances and left yéur busy schedules.
This reminds us 6f the significance that yéu all have
attached t6 this 6ccasion.

This is always a unique Oppértunity té share a few
convictions and understanding 6f the topic as previbusly
discussed. Finally, let me cénclude with these wérds: We
must cOllectively with determinatidns in the spirit 6f African
sélidarity and Pan Africanism t0 prétect the demdcratic
gains, values, and nérms; and give due respect t6
g6vernance précesses and institutions.

Abdut the Authér: JGsephus Méses Gbala-hinnih Gray is an
Assistant Professor at the University 6f Liberia Graduate
Studies Prégram. He is a native bérn Liberian, hails frém the
Séutheastern village 6f Kayken Chiefdém in Barclayville,
Grand Kru County. He is an authér, préfessor, diplomat and
schélar with a wealth 6f rich credentials including a
doctérate in International Relations and Féreign P6licy
Studies frém Paris, France. He has authored two books,
published Twé Graduate Theses and a 600-page Ddctoral
Dissertation 6n the theme: “Ge6pélitics 6f African Oil and
Energy: China and America New Strategic Interests in
Africa”. He has written extensively and published 6ver 70
articles Oon variety 6f contempoérary issues. He can be
contacted at Email: graymdses@yah66.c6m/ Mébile (231)
880-3302-99 6r (231) 0776824437
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By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

fficers assigned at
the Gbarnga Regi6nal
Hub in Bong ClOunty

are abandoning their
assignments due to fooéd
shortage at the Hub.

Our cérrespondent says 6n
Thursday, 28 March, scores of
Border Patrol Unit (BPU)
officers including the Pdlice
Support Unit (PSU) of the
Liberia National Pdlice (LNP)
took appeals t6 eminent
business people and
authdrities in Gbarnga t6 beg
for f66d and 6ther needs.

The 6fficers were led by the
commander o6f the Hub,
Jacksoén Pah.

Officers at the Gbarnga
Regional Hub speaking t6 a
team Of journalists recently in
Gbarnga,Two of the officers
Emmanuel K. Weah and Harris
Tokpah told repdrters in
Gbarnga recently of the
shortage of food, electricity,
safe drinking water and
security materials.

They complain 6f major
factérs undermining their

Ooperations in the central
region.
When cdntacted in

Ménrévia Ménday, 1 April,

Pélice Spékesman Mdses Carter
says the regional Hub in
Gbarnga had just been
supplied with 100 bags 6f rice
ahead of this paper’s inquiry
with him fér acémment.

Mr. Carter admits that the
entire pélice foérce has
l6gistical issues, but he notes
that thése problems are being
addressed gradually, including
the case at the Gbarnga

Regional Hub.

The Gbarnga Regi6nal Hub
was established lately in 2014,
under the administration 6f ex-
President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf as part of efférts to
prévide maximum security for
inhabitants 6f Bong, L6fa and
Nimba Céunties.

The Hub which is presently
accoOmmoddating the state
securities, is managed by

he Ministry 6f Internal
Affairs launches ‘Early

Warning and Early

Respénse’, Céunty Peace
Committees, District Level
Pélitical Recdnciliatién

Dialégues and Civic Engagement
Préject.

|
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Min. Varney)A. Sirleéf

H.E. Ingrid Watterquist,
Ambassador of Sweden, for
préviding the needed financial
suppért to6 implement this
flagship préject o6f the
Government of Liberia”, says
the Minister of Internal Affairs,

/A |

According to a press release,
the préject will be implemented
by the Liberia Peace-building
Office and partners, including
the charity, ZOA.

“Thanks t6 the Gévernment
and pedple 6f Sweden thréugh

VarneyA. Sirleaf.

He similarly thanks the UN
family and Other poétential
donors, including IRISHAID for
supporting gévernment’s efforts
téwards conflict prevention and
transférmatién in meeting séme

Objectives of Pillar Three 6f the
Pr6-P66r Agenda for Prosperity
and Devel6pment (PAPD).

According té the Minister,
there are evidenced based
reports and poélicy documents
including the PAPD, the
Opp6értunity Mapping fér Peace
Coénsélidation, the Sécial
Céhesién and _Recénciliation
Index Survey (SCORE) as well as
the Strategic ROéadmap for
national healing, Peacebuilding
and recénciliation, respectively
among 6thers.

Minster Sirleaf nétes this
interventién was designed
based t6 strengthen
gbévernment’s capacity and
ability t6 respénd to these issues
which will inherently help in a
tremend6us way t6 ending
fragility during the periéd of
implementation 6f the PAPD,
while prométing the culture 6f
non-vidlence.

He says fécus of the préject is
sustaining glvernment peace
agenda, while creating an
enabling envirénment for s6cio-
econémic devel6épment.

“We believe, the early
identification of potential
triggers Of conflicts and their
positive transformation are vital
for preventive responses and
would stop escalation of
viblence thereby maintaining
peace and security and this
préject is set t6 deliver 6n such
Ooutcéme.”

The Internal
Affairs bodss

TogbahGéwee and is gradually
declining since his narréw
ascendancy as manager after
the death 6f the Hub’s former
manager, Hezekiah Siakor.

Report says, upon the
inauguration oOf President
Gebrge Manneh Weah, the
securities’ hub has been faced
with several challenges in
Bong County.

Emmanuel K. Weah and
Harries Tokpah also states that
they lack security materials in
order t6 safeguard the
Regi6nal Hub and citizens 6f
Bbéng County and its enviréns.

The officers used the
Occasion to call 6n the

government 6f Liberia t0 assist
officers at the regional Hub
with f66d t6 impréve their
welfare as members o6f the
security sector.

The officers appeal that if

Lawmaker wants university

gbvernment wants safety t6 be
provided for Liberians,
securities must be given the
necessary materials for the
overall imprévement of the
security sectdr in the Cuntry.

“When we came newly, we
used to eat three times a day,
but it has drastically dropped
t6 6ne. And secondly, we do not
have fo6d presently 6n the
cOmpound since the past 6ne
and the half month,””’
Emmanuel K. Weah laments.

Earlier, the Gbarnga
Regional Hub Manager
TogbahGéwee had promised t6
address the press in the
soonest possible time when he
was cOntacted by o6ur
cOrrespéndent 6n the issue.

TogbahGéwee says he needs
té schedule time to oOfficially
respond.--Edited by Winston
W. Partey

By Bridgett Mitton

aryland Céunty
District #1 Rep. P.
Mike Jurry has

written the HOuse of
Representatives, craving its
indulgence t6 amend the act
that established Stella Maris
Polytechnic t6 elevate it to
Stella Maris Polytechnic
University.

According té Rep. Jurry,
since the establishment of
Stella MarisPélytechnic, the
institution has been dding

He wants Sections 1,2 and 3
of the statute knéwn as an Act
to dissolve the Arthur Barclay
Technical Institute and t6 grant
a Charter t6 the D6n Béscé
Polytechnic and t6é6 further
dissélve the Do6n BOsco
Pélytechnic t6 a charter to the
Ménsignér Stephen Kyne
Technical Céllege, t6 amend
them t0 the extent set forth.

He nétes that immediately
upon the passage 6f the Act,
the institution called Stella

well.He tells his célleagues at
the House 6f Representatives
that products 6f Stella Maris
Polytechnic are prepared and
are seen everywhere.

Rep. Jurry céntinues that
one of the colleges at Stella
Maris is giving out degrees in
health sciences, adding that
Stella Maris has more staff and
has constructed modre
buildings, putting it in a
position t6 get university
status.

Maris Polytechnicand
Monsignor Stephen Kyne
Technical Céllege shall
accordingly Operatein the
name of “Stella Maris
Pélytechnic University,”
(SMPU).

Meanwhile the full plenary
has instructed the COmmittee
6n Educationtd review the bill
and report in two weeks.--
Edited by Winston W. Partey
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-Kimmie Weeks

By E. J. Nathaniet Daygbor

former official of ex-
President Ellen
Johnsén - Sirleaf’s

regime Mr. Kimmie Weeks says
President Gedrge Manneh
Weah is more 6f a unifier than
former President Sirleaf.

Mr. Weeks, 6ne 6f Liberia’s
leading ybuth activists, worked
in former President Sirleaf’s
administration as board chair
at the Liberia Water and Sewer
Cérpératién (LWSC).

He téld the Prime MoOrning
Drive, a live prégram hosted 6n
l6cal bréadcaster Prime FM 6n
Tuesday, 2 April in MoOnrévia
that President Weah is one o6f
the most popular presidents in
recent histéry of the country.

He believes that President
Weah’s pépularity testifies to
being a unifier, néting that the
president can use his
pépularity to bring the pedple
of Liberia tégether.

Weeks suggests that there
are few simple things that
President Weah needs t6 do6 t6
reduce the bitterness and
anger on the faces 6f Liberians.

He recommends that since
the peodple love President
Weah, the president shéuld
have community engagements
in slum cOmmunities.

He urges the government t6
closely relate t6 the pedple in
the férm of having agencies
and ministries 6f gévernment

e
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releasing their respective
short and léng term plans 6n a
monthly basis.

Mr. Weeks believes that
clése cbmmunication with the
peodple can give hope and will
help t6 build the expectation
of the pedple.He Observes that
the failure 6f the gévernment
to talk t6 the pedple will leave
them with n6 6ptién but to live
on speculations that may come

to them.According to him, the
Weah led - administration
should closely concentrate 6n
reducing the high cost 6f living
here, adding that
empowerment of the pedple is
very cardinal t6 the peace and
stability 6f the state.

He stresses that
government should now be
considering creating jobs for
the yoéung unemployed

Liberians in order t0 reduce
the economic tension that is
repértedly building 6n a daily
basis.The férmer LWSC 6fficial,
Mr. Weeks emphasizes that the
economic challenges facing
Liberians are sémething that
shduld draw the attention &f
the Coalition for Demdcratic
Change (CDC) led - gévernment
to strengthen the peodple’s
confidence in the gévernment.

Mr. Weeks states that with
the measures being put in
place, the governance process
will fléw in the direction that
will have poésitive impact 6n
every Liberian.Mr. Weeks has
worked to alleviate pdverty
and human suffering in Africa
and aréund the world since he
was fourteen years 6ld.

Over the years, Weeks has
formed partnerships and led
organizations that have
prévided education to
thousands of students in West
Africa, lobbied the
disarmament of oOver 20,000
child soldiers, and provided
health care and recreation
supplies t6 children.--Edited
by Winston W. Partey

By Winston W. Partey

woO groups including
cémpany workers and a
family that claims a
leased property have held
separate protests outside the
Legislature, demanding Senate
Secretary Nanbdrlor F. Singbeh
t6 pay them different sums of
money allegedly 6wed them.
Mr. Singbeh is said t6 be the
president and Boéard Chair of

protested fér USS$77,300,
representing 17 months’ pay.

The two separate protesting
gréups all carried cémputerized
well - printed and giant - sized
banners with inscriptions and
ph6tos 6f Mr. Singbeh, as they
st66d at the entrance oOf the
Capitdl Tuesday.

The prétesters departed
from the usual pésters that are

RS (20000 USD!

MHM - Eké Liberia, a company
that allegedly leased 50 acres 6f
land from the late James D.
Lorwoe.

The late Mr. Lérwoe’s wife
Mrs. GarteeLorwde and 6ther
family members held prétest
Tuesday, 2 April demanding
US$20,000, representing four
years lease payment; while MHM

Ek6 Liberia woérkers also

usually written 6n with ink and
choése t6 use expensive giant size
printed posters, while Others
carried Mr. Singbeh’sph6té
inserted 6n a huge banner.

Mrs. GarteelL6rwoe, a mother
of four children, alleges that Mr.
Singbe has refused t6 pay the
family four years moéney for a
leased property, and he déesn’t
respond to their calls either.

In a letter 6f cémplaint t6
Margibi Céunty Sen. Oscar
Cé6per, the Lérwde Family
allege that MHM Cérpératién had
allegedly signed an agreement
t6 pay US$5,000 annually t6 the
head 6f the family in hondr 6f Mr.
Lérwoe.

They alleged that the late
Lorwoe Only received payment
for one year, and no Other pay
has been made since.

“He leased land from [my]
late husband ..., he leased 50
acres 6f it,” she narrates.

Accérding t6 her, this
transaction t6ok place in 2013,
during which time Mr.
Singbehmade a déwn payment
for the first year, at the time Mr.
Lorwoe was still alive.

Since her husband’s death,
Mrs. LérwoOe claims that Mr.

Online Daily
Visit
www.thenewdawnliberia.com

Singbeh has refused t6 make
further payments in honér 6f the
lease agreement t6 the family t6
whém he 6wes US$20,000.

For their part the MHM
workers, informed Sen. Co6per
in a separate letter that the
company general manager Mr.
KarelS6phér téld them t6 stay
home for administrative reason,
but prémised t6 pay them a
ménthly salary 6f US$100.00
each.After paying them for
three moénths from June t6
August 2017, the workers claim
that the company refused to6
make further payment.

Earlier, the workers’
spokesperson Mr. Francis G.
Kerkulah claimed that Mr.
Singbeh has refused t6 pay
workers for 17 ménths.

He says Mr. Singbeh has been
the president for the company
since 2013, but he o6ften
allegedly snubs workers each
time they engage him for their
pay and benefits.Accérding t6
him, abéut 21 perséns are
affected, and they are claiming
USS$77,300 fréom Mr. Singbeh.

He says the workers include
rock miners, carpenters, and
machine &peratérs, among

Others.

Mr. Kerkulah says they d6 nét
have the financial strength t6
fight Mr. Singbeh in céurt.

In responding t6 claims made
by the prétesters at his 6ffice 6n
Capitol Hill Tuesday, Mr. Singbeh
says if the cOmpany is 6wing the
Loérwoe family, it should be for
2017 and nét the number o6f
years claimed by Mrs. Lérwoe.

Further, he nétes that he
should n6t be the 6ne 6wing the
family, but the c6mpany.

In relations t6 cémpany

workers’ claims, Mr. Singbeh
says he has his emplOyees that
he pays.

Mr. Singbeh believes that the
prétest is being allegedly stage
managed, podinting accusing
fingers at Justice Minister Frank
Musa Dean and a féreign natiénal
that he claims want his cbmpany
turned 6ver t6 them.

He raises concern Over the
kind 6f expensive banners that
the prétesters carried, which he
believes are a testament that
somebddy is behind the
protests.Mr. Singbeh says the
way forward is for the court to
give its decision 6n the matter.
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eTask Force
Revélutiénary Gréup

(STRONG), un gréupe
l6cal de soutien préche du
pouvoir, menace de mener une
rip0ste sévere coOntre les
groupes de jeunes de
'6pp0sition et cOntre ceux
qu'il qualifie de législateurs «
hors la l6i»pbur la défense de
la démdcratie véritable et de
la bonne géuvernance.

Aprés un défilé dans les
principales rues de Ménrovia,
le lundi 01 avril, avec des
membres issus de tous les
horizons pélitiques, y compris
de l'ancien parti au pouvair, a
savéir le parti de lunité, le
gréupe a dit qu'il n'hésiterait
pas a se dresser contre tous les
projets néfastes céncus péur
plénger le Libéria dans des
béuleversements inutiles,
alérs que la nation a déja du
mal a se remettre des maux
dént il a hérité de
l'expléitation de sa richesse
nationale.

"Il est regrettable que les
dirigeants et les fantassins de
U'UP semblent avéir sauté a la
conclusion tragique selon
laquelle il n'est plus possible

de prendre les rénes du péuvoir
démdcratique par le biais des
urnes, ce qui peut expliquer
leur détermination désespérée
de détruire la démdcratie

durement acquise, » a déclaré
J. Richard Holder, qui se
présente comme étant le sGi-
disant commandant supréme
de l’6rganisation.

S'exprimant

l6rs d'une

conférence de presse devant le
moénument cémmeémdratif du
premier président du Libéria,
Joseph Jenkins Rdberts, prés
de 'hotel délabré Décur Palace
a Moénrdvia, il a dit ne pas
prendre a la légére les
menaces proférées par de
petits groupes mindritaires de
renverser la vélonté
démoécratique du peuple

Le président Gedrge M.
Weaha némmeé le juge Yussif
Kaba juge associé de la Cour
supréme du Libéria, sOus
réserve de la cénfirmation du
Sénat.Apres sa confirmation,
le juge Kaba remplacera le
juge associé
KabinehJa’nehdestitué par le
parlementlibérien.

Le juge Ja’neh a été

destitué vendredi dernier par
le Sénat libérien pour
incénduite présumée, abus de

pouvoir, abus de pouvoir
discrétionnaire, fraudeset
cOrruption.

Un des cas ayant déclenché
son proces en destitution
concernait un litige foncier
impliquant une certaine Mme
Annie Yancy Constance.

Newty appointed Associate Justice Yussif Kaba

Les juges U’6nt accusé
d’avoir exercé son influence
en qualité de juge adjoint
péur 6btenir de la Céur
supréme une décisién en sa
faveur lui permettant de
prendre péssession de ladite
terre.Mais lui a nié téutes les
allégations.

L’ancien juge assdcié
Ja’neh est oOriginaire de
l’ethnie Mandingds et est un
dirigeant clé de la
communauté musulmane.
Son successeur, le juge Kaba,
est également issu de la
méme tribu et est également
une figure clé de la
communauté musulmane.

Les membres du Sénat
libérien 6nt voté
massivement poéur sa
destitution le vendredi 29
mars, une initiative qui a mis
fin a des mois de batailles
politiques et juridiques
engagées en 2018 par la
Chambre des représentants
sur la base de plusieurs chefs
d’accusations.

Le Sénat a voté vendredi
29 mars en faveur de la
destitution du juge Ja’neh
pour avéir dénné un verdict

libérien, telle qu’exprimée
danslesurnesilyaunan.

Il regrette que les
dirigeants de |’Assemblée
législatives n'aient pas du tout
agi contre certains législateurs
qui Ont déclaré séutenir et
planifier un sdéulévement
pbpulaire dont le but serait de
renverser par la vidlence
lautdrité constituée. Ils se
vanteraient d’étre des
planificateurs et des
organisateurs de la campagne
qui viserait a mddifier la
volonté de l'électorat.

M. Holder appelle le Parti
de l'unité et ses
"collabérateurs vidlents" a
désister, ajéutant : "sachant
que la campagne de 'UP visant
a renverser Ll'6rdre
démoécratique, quand bien
méme qu’il n’en ait pas les
moyens, est une distraction et
détéurne l'attention du peuple
de la lutte louable contre la
corruption, dans laquelle il
déit étre tenu pour
responsable et cdéupable du
pillage massif du trésor
national. "

STRONG appelle par
cOnséquent le gbéuvernement
dirigé par le président Geérge
Weaha prendre des mesures
strictes et nécessaires pour
récupérer les fonds dont a été
spolié le Libéria dans le cadre
des efférts qui visent a
amélidrer les conditions de vie
des masses.

Il conseille au
géuvernement de faire appel a
l'expertise des partenaires
l6caux et internationaux pour
mener un audit cémplet des
activités de l'ancien
géuvernement dirigé par Mme

Ellen J6hnson Sirleaf depuis 12
ans, afin de déterminer dans
quelle mesure la corruption et
les crimes éc6éndémiques Ont
été perpétrés, puis punir les
cOupables.

Il s6uhaite également que
le gduvernement actuel
prenne immédiatement des
mesures afin de poursuivre les
anciens responsables accusés
de cOrruption dans plus d’une
sOixantaine d’audits effectués
par la Cémmissién générale
des audits.

Il suhaite que le ministere
de la Justice soit
immédiatement saisi afin
d'empécher ces anciens
respénsables présumés de
vOyager hors du pays, et que la
sessién pléniére de la Chambre
des représentants précede a
une enquéte et suspende
certains de ses membres qui
seraient cénnus pour étre les
sponsors et les architectes des
gréupes viblents dont le réve
est d’ébranler l'état de dréit
en menacant de renverser
violemment Ll'6rdre
démdcratique actuel.

Pendant ce temps, STRONG
a anndéncé la tenue d'une
manifestation nén vidlente a
l'échelle natiénale pour
demander au gouvernement
dirigé par Weah d'arréter et de
poursuivre en justice tous les
accusés de ladministration
Sirleaf et de faire pression sur
la 54elégislature libérienne
pour qu'elle suspende les
législateurs « sans f6i ni l6i »
qui, affirme-t-il, se soént alliés
aux forces anti-démocratiques
pour porter atteinte a l'état de
dréit et a la gduvernance
démdcratique au Libéria.

Articles traduits
Par Valéry G. Guhéna

E-mail: valeryghn10@yahoo.com
Tel: 076 589 44 0881483394

en faveur des entreprises
privées qui étaient Opposées
au gouvernement dans une
affaire d’une taxe impésée
aux entreprises pétrolieres et
gazieres pour financer un
projet routier. Le juge avait
fait valGir que la taxe était
illégale car elle n’avait pas
été impdOsée par un acte
législatif.

Apres sa destitution
vendredi, I’un de ses avocats,
Me LavalaSupuwdéd s’est dit

insatisfait de la décision,
annoncant qu’il interjetterait
appel devant la Cour
supréme.

D’apres les avOcats du juge
Ja’neh, la décision qu’il a
prise dans ’exercice de ses
fonctions constitutionnelles a
été ensuite validée par les
cing juges de la Céur
supréme, dont le juge en chef

Francis S. Korkpor, qui a
présidé le préces en
accusation.
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— Franc;als —
Innis a rejoint sa

’ancien cadre de la

Banque centrale du

Libéria (CBL), le
regretté Matthew Innis, a été
inhumé au cimetiére de
Brewerville, a la suite des
funérailles grandidses qui 6nt eu
lieu le samedi 30 mars 2019 a la
cathédrale de U’Eglise Bethel
Outreach a Sinkor.

En hémmage a laméméire de
feu Matthew Innis, la CBL l’a
décrit cémme «un piénnier de la
supervision du bureau de change
; le pi6nnier du secteur des
assurances; et un fer de lance
pour la référme de la
micréfinance”.

Cet hémmage, lu par le
directeur adjoint de ’Unité de
déveléppement du secteur
financier (FSDU), M. Geoérge
Géuld, a qualifié de dévouées et
désintéressées les contributiéns
de feu Innis a la Banque au c6urs
de ses 19 années de services. « Il
n’ya pas de méts poéur vous dire
ce que ndéus ressenténs a
’intérieur, car la mért d’Innis a
été un chéc et un c6up dur péur
néus téus», a déclaré la CBL.
Présentant ses sinceres
céndobléances a la famille
endeuillée, la Banque a exprimé
l'esp6ir que Dieu céntinueraa
renforcer la famille.

« V6us avez laissé une
marquedans nés mémdires que

méme le temps ne peut effacer ;
un vide qu'aucun ne peut
combler », selbébn une
déclaration du département
Régulatién et supervision, 6u
feu Innis avait Occupé les
fonctions de directeur adjoint
de la Macré-finance jusqua sa
mort. Lhémmage a été lu par M.
Jedidiah S. Lawubah, céntroleur
principal du Gréupe de la lutte
contre le blanchiment d'argent

et du terrérisme lié au
financement, au ném du
Département de la

réglementation et de la
surveillance.

Le regretté Matthew Innis
travaillait a la CBL le 4 avril 2000
en tant que coéntroleur
subalterne au service de la
réglementation et de la
supervision ; Il a ensuite été
prému au poste de respénsable
de la section des assurances en
mars 2012. Il a ensuite été
prému au pdste de directeur
adjéint du département de la
supervision. Le 2 janvier 2016,
feu Matthew Innis a de néuveau
été prému au poste de directeur
adj6éint au Département de la
réglementatién et de la
supervision.

Le regretté Matthew Innis a
été tué dans un accident de
circulation un dimanche matin,
le 3 mars 2019 a MOnrévia.

COMMENTAIRE,

Par Bitt Emmott

Ifun affrontement intercommunautaire

Un noéuvel affrontement
cémmunautaire a fait au moéins
sept mdrts, dimanche et lundi,
au Burkina Faso. Les
évenements 6nt eu lieu vers la
commune d'Arbinda, dans la
prévince du S6um, au nérd du
pays.Téut a cOmmencé par
l'assassinat d'un chef religieux.
Al6rs qu'ils se tréuvent dans leur

pensent identifier les agresseurs
de la veille et les tuent. Clest
alérs que téut s'accélere. Laville
d'Arbinda cénnait une flambée
de viblence 6u saffrontent les
communautés.Regain de tension

« Il 'y a tré6p de tensibns,
explique Béubacary Diallg,
secrétaire général des Rbugas,

village d'Hamkane,

a sept
kilbmetres d'Arbinda, le cheikh
de la l6calité, son fils ainé et s6n
c6usin sont attaqués et tués par

des hémmes armés. Une
quatriéme victime est retréuvée
dans un village vdisin, seldn le
gbéuverneur de la régi6n du
Sahel, le cdélénel Peguy
Hyacinthe Yéda.

Durant linhumatién du

ik oo trabi

les éleveurs de la région. Les
gens se battent péur les terres,
et s'en prennent aux Peuls qui
ddéivent fuir dans les grandes
villes. Depuis Yirgéu, c'est la
prime a l'impunité », cénclut-il.

Début janvier, 48 persdnnes
ont été tuées l6rs de représailles
contre la cOmmunauté peule,
aprés une attaque jihadiste dans
le village de Yirgbu. Depuis 0rs,

ONDRES - Y a-t-il une modntée du

poépulisme ? La questién va se poser avec

les électibns qui se dérdulerdnt dans les
deux prochains méis en Israél, en Inde, en
Indénésie, aux Philippines, en Espagne et
dans I’Uni6n eur6péenne. Mais ce n'est pas la
question la plus pertinente, car la vraie
bataille aura lieu entre nationalisme et
internationalisme.

Néanmains les pdépulistes instrumentalisent
l a polarisatioon
natiénalisme/internatiénalisme. C'est
nétamment le cas de Donald Trump dont le
mépris instinctif a l'égard du dréit et des
institutions internationales est évident. Mais
c'est aussi le cas de dirigeants pélitiques plus
classiques, dont certains se trouvent dans la
plus multilatérale des institutions, 'UE, dont
la dynamique politique interne est en pleine
mutation.

Le terme de pdpulisme décrit simplement
une maniére de faire campagne utilisée par
certains pdliticiens extrémistes. S6n impact
en tant qu'épithete pélitique a diminué, en
particulier depuis le référendum sur le Brexit
et l'élection de Trump. S'ils ne veulent pas
risquer de perdre l6rs du prochain scrutin,
une fois au pouvoir, les populistes doivent
géuverner conférmément au s6uhait de leur
électorat.

Cénsidérdns le Muvement cinqg Etéiles (M5S)
arrivé au pouvoir en juin dernier en Italie, qui
était dans sa phase initiale la principale
coOompodsante de la céalitidon
gouvernementale. Mais il a perdu depuis
plusieurs électiéns régionales, la méitié de
sOn électérat l'ayant abandénné. Sén déclin
ne traduit pas la désillusion de ses électeurs a
'égard de s6n programme populiste, car il a
appliqué sa prémesse d'un revenu de base
péur les chdmeurs. C'est plutot la rhétérique
nationaliste bruyante de son partenaire au
pouvoir, la Ligue, parti de dréite, qui l'a fait
passer au secénd plan.

Tournéns maintenant notre regard vers
d'autres dirigeants le Premier ministre
indien, Narendra Mddi, le président philippin
ROdrigd Duterte et le Premier ministre
israélien Benyamm Netanyahu, un pol1t1c1en
cénsémmé. Céntrairement au M5S, aprés
avéir fait une campagne populiste, ils menent
une pélitique nati6naliste dure. C'est sur
cette pélitique que les électeurs vont se
prénoncer l6rs des prochains scrutins (le 9
avrilenIsraél, du 11 avril au 19 mai en Inde et
le 13 mai aux Philippines).

TOus tréis jouent sur la peur (peur du
terrorisme au Pakistan, des cartels de la
drogue aux Philippines et des rockets du
Hamas en Israél) et sur le nationalisme. Leur
Objectif affiché est de renfércer l'Etat-nation
contre les menaces intérieures et
extérieures, avec des 6utils éc6némiques et
pélitiques. Ils n'6nt guéere de considération
pour le dréit international et les institutions

internationales, et quand ils prennent en
compte la politique étrangere, c'est en général
dans le cadre de relations bilatérales avec les
USA et/6u la Chine, plutdét que du
multilatéralisme.

La situation est similaire en Ind6nésie, a
l'approche de l'élection présidentielle du 17
avril. Tant le président actuel, J6k6 Wid6d6
(surnémmé Jokowi) que son rival, Prabdwo
Subiantd, peuvent étre considérés comme des
populistes. JOokoéwi cherche a o&btenir un
deuxieme mandat de 5 ans, tandis que Prabéwé
adopte une posture plus nationaliste (qui se
rapproche de celle de Duarte), comme il l'avait
faiten 2014.

La situation est différente en Eurépe, mais il est
surprenant d'y Observer des clivages analégues.
Les moOts de "populiste” 6u "d'eurOsceptique”
traduisent mal la méntée des partis d'extréme-
dréite, Vox en Espagne, le parti de la liberté en
Autriche et UAfD (Alternative fur Deutschland)
en Allemagne ; et ils ne permettent pas
réellement de coémprendre la pélitique de
Viktor Orban en Hongrie Ou du parti LOi et
Justice (PiS) en P6logne.

Ces partis sént téus natidnalistes,
cOnservateurs et hostiles a l'immigration. Mais
en faisant constamment référence a "la |6i et a
l'érdre”, ils expléitent davantage des peurs de
nature culturelle que militaire ou
gédstratégique. Cest péurquéi si l'extréme-
dréite fait une percée significative 6rs des
élections législatives espagndles fin avril et
ensuite aux élections poéur le Parlement
eurépéen fin mai, il ne faudra pas y véir un
phéndémene anti-eurépéen.

Un rééquilibrage des pouvéirs au bénéfice de la
droite natidonaliste coOnstituerait un
changement de pdint de vue sur U'UE, mais nén
sOn rejet brutal cémme a pu l'étre le Brexit.
Cela pdurrait augurer un abandén de
lintégration, au préfit d'une stratégie
intergduvernementale poéur traiter de
l'immigratién et de 'état de dréit. Ce serait un
c6up de frein aux mesures décidées par
Bruxelles. Les pays membres de l'UE auraient
leur prépre pélitique a 'égard de la Russie, de la
Libye et d'autres pays. Cela en serait fini de la
recherche d'une pélitique étrangére et d'une
pélitique de sécurité communes.

Oublidns le pépulisme, car la véritable bataille
se livrera entre natiénalisme et
internatiénalisme l6rs des électiéns de cette
année, cémme dans l'électién présidentielle
américaine de l'année préchaine. Les tensions
gébpolitiques vont créissantes, les flux
migratdires sont a la hausse et les répercussions
des crises financieres passées se font encore
sentir. Dans ce contexte, un 6rdre international
fondé sur des regles peut-il encére séduire les
électeurs et apaiser leurs craintes ? En
l'absence du leadership américain pour
crédibiliser cette idée, il est difficile de
répondre a cette question.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018. www.project-syndicate.org
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A New Ghapter of Liberia-Ghina’s Relations: What
Does It Mean for Liberia’s International Image?

By: Josephus Moses Gray Assistant Professor of Internationat Retations,
graymoses@yahoo.com/ Mobite: (231)880330299

attention of many African governments and

states with Liberia being no exception due
primarity to Beijing's reasonabte approaches
towards infrastructurat devetopment and foreign
aid assistance poticy in which the Chinese
government practices win-win diptomacy. Beijing's
“win-win” diptomatic styte has featured greater
accommodations with severat African countries,
but what is the new chapter of friendship
subsisting between the two countries-Liberia and
China. An Assistant Professor of Internationat
Retations at the University of Liberia Graduate
Schoot, Josephus Moses Gray, offers insight into the
new chapter of Liberia-China retations. But what
does it mean for Liberian government gtobat image
and nationat devetopment?

The Chinese gévernment new diplématic ties with
African states and gévernments present a unique
6ppértunity for Liberia-China new chapter 6f relatiéns
that bordered 6n s6uth-séuth codperation especially
in the areas oOf natidnal Interests, s6ci6-ecOnémic
growth, and infrastructure develépment. Whilst 6ther
powerful states cntinue t6 debate the merits 6f aid t6
Liberia, China continues t6 fill a major gap in several
areas Of interventions, even though it is t66 early t6
predict precisely whether Chinese [6ng-term
rendezvéus in Liberia will produce a poésitive
influence, the impact 6f China in the céuntry is highly
visible in several devel6pmental areas including réads
rehabilitation, cénstructions Of bridges, hdspitals,
schools, sports stadium, agriculture facilities, and
investments préjects.

This article which is 6ne 6f series t6 be published
assesses the new chapter 6f Liberia-China relations
with several suggestions as relates what the current
administration need t6 do t6 adequately benefit from
the mutual ties t6 help achieve the president pro-poor
philésophy. It exclusively detailed all aspects 6f
Liberia's internati6nal relatibns té help impact
natiénal develépment. Waltz (2007) discloses
explained that states should emulate the successful
pélicies 6f Gthers; in this case, Liberia must carefully
replica the Chinese develdpment agenda. Firstly, it
discussed the issues 6f unempléyment, péverty and
poor educational system in the country, féllowed by
Liberia-China's relatiéns, while part twé &f this article
will delve int6 Liberia-America new relation with
focused on the U.S. féreign aid assistance téwards
Liberia sécial econémic development.

Karpeh (2009) explained that a few years back
Liberia's globally status as a failed state during the 14-
year darker day has impréved immensely and became
the country 6f hope and 6pportunities. Accoérding té
Karpeh, the nation's successful transition was a result
of the workable foreign policy and international
relations with countries instituted by the former
regime 6f ex-president Johnson-Sirleaf, the status
inherited by President Weah's administration. He
further indicated that Liberia would nét have received
the worldwide benevélence it got during the former
leadership, if n6t for apt dipldmatic initiatives by the
Foreign Ministry, and had seridus negoétiations not
taken place sémetimes long hours into the night.

The new chapter 6f friendship subsisting between
the twé coOuntries should méve forward against all
6dds, build 6n 6pen and inclusive friendship with
mutual understanding based 6n pélitical and econémic
benefits, by fostering partnerships gréunded 6n
competing for national interest through non-
confrontation dipldmatic engagement. Recent trends
cénfirmed that China-Liberia relatiéns are méving
ahead in a very poésitive way, based 6n a vision of the
coOmmunity of a shared future, mutual support and
equality grounded 6n a cOmmon historical struggle

The Chinese government has captured the

against imperialism and national independence.
Cléser strategic alignment between China and Liberia
and in areas 6f main focus such as econdmic
cooperation will produce win-win cooperation for
béth nations.

Unlike the Western donérs who tend t6 impGse
Western values like demécratic ideas 6n Africa, China
invests and provide aid withéut much precénditions
and interference in their internal affairs, therefore, it
is n6t unimaginable that China is regarded by Africa as
a more c66perative and valuable partner t6 the West.
Besides providing l6ans, China als6é invests in
infrastructure development and many high-visibility
projects, that the African leaders generally in favor.
Physical infrastructure constructiéns have been long
neglected if not avoided, by Western donérs.

Unlike the pre-war era where unempléyment,
poverty and poor education were léw, the nation's
current perils 6f huge jéblessness, miserable poverty,
and gloomy education called for national concern to
remedy hazards. According t6 UNMIL (2016), situation
report described the cOléssal unempléoyment 6f
Liberian youth as a potentially majoér threat to
demdcratic governance and stability t6 the nation's
demdcracy and co-existing. The report further
revealed that unless some tangible actions are taken
t6 address the current perils unempléyment, the
threat could see the return 6f conflict.

The World Bank in its 2016 rep6rt pdinted out that
extreme poverty remains unacceptably high,
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, the regién that néw
has the largest number 6f extreme po6or in the world;
with 389 million accéunts for half 6f the total number
of extreme poor in the world and mére than all the
Other regions combined.

The reports also state that 6ne 6ut 6f in 10 persons
in the world lives under $1.90 a day, and half 6f the
extreme poor lives in Africa which contains 55 states
split int6é five cOmplicated regiéns; with Central and
West Africa being the less devel6ped and mdst regions
on the continent. The yéuth pépulation 6n the African
continent is rapidly increasing with nearly 6ne in four
persons in the world lived 6n the continent, 6r about
297 million, is between the ages 6f 10 and 24, by 2050,
the age group is projected to nearly double to abéut
561 millidn.

As One of the several Liberians who are honored t6
have traveled abrdad t6 earn advanced education with
sOphistication in a specific academic discipline, | feel
indebted as a national o6bligation t6 advance my
schélarly 6pinions and candid views t0 project possible
suggestions aimed at complementing t0 existing
efférts Of president Weah's administration in the
obtainment of féreign aid assistance from Liberian
development partners as proposed in this article.

Although unempléyment, poverty and pitiable
education are not 6nly unique t6 Liberia since these
perils vary from 6ne céuntry t6 anéther; these perils
stand as the major problems plaguing the
international econémy 6n the African continent. They
are still a menace in the woérld particularly céuntries
suited in the under-devel6ped regions 6f Africa. While
these glébal threats which have a negative impact 6f
Liberia's growth are not the direct creation of the
President Weah administration but let it be cleared
that government is continuity, until these national
melandmas are properly handled, the gévernment will
always be answerable to the pedple.

The President's pro-poor doctrine which is built 6n
five pillars-agriculture, job creation, infrastructure
development, impréved education, and health
delivery systems and pave réads acrdéss the country
should strongly coénsider other values and support
reform at all levels 6f the public sectors. This will help
t0 ease the magnitude 6f poverty in the céuntry, and at
the same time attract quality educatién; reduce
unemployment in the céuntry to an appreciate levels.

As concerns, these three menaces, if alleviated to
some greater level would plausibly lead t6 s6cio-
econdémic availability and gréwth from One city t6
anéther and from téwn to villages across the country.
In this case, no segment 6f the Liberia séciety will be
isOlated; development woéuld cut acréss the entire
country, as it has been déne in 6ther céuntries.

The alarming rate 6f criminalities in the céuntry can
be blamed 6n numerdus factors exclusively the
absence 6f employment for the larger poépulation
especially the ybuth since the lack 6f employment
leads t6 poverty which gives rise t6 unbearable lives.

According to studies, poverty persists not only
because oOf a scarcity of reséurces, but lacks
ineffective ec6ndémic structures, or lacks natural
resources. Besides, bad gbvernance has been
perpetuated by past regimes, cOrrupt poélitical
bureaucrats and elites, and foreign capitalists.

Five years ago, precisely in 2013, | was privileged to
have visited the Shushan village in China thréugh the
altruistic assistance 6f the Chinese Embassy in Paris,
France. The research studies tour helped t6 widen my
understanding 6f China's devel6pment agenda and 50
years O0f Opening up; it was a great experience and
praise-worth exercise, but an intensive 6ne. It als6é
contributed greatly towards my successful déctérate
dissertatién research préject titled: The Chinese
Energy Interest in Africa.

The Chinese develdpment agenda has helped t6
impréve the nation's infrastructure construction and
built new hoémes for Shushan villages and Other
populations - for free. Electricity and
telecbmmunication connectiéns t6 the village have
als6 been made. Now local pedple né longer have to
worry abdut being affected by natural disasters.

Anéther example is Hainan in China; which stands as
a symbol 6f an important historical testimony of
pésitive China's reférm and 6pening up; as Chinese
President Xi Jinping péinted 6ut during the 6pening
ceremOny oOf the 2018 B6ad Férum fér Asia (BFA).
President Xi Jinping since 2012 t6 present has more
than 68.5 million rural pedple lifted ut 6f péverty in
China Gver the past six years, that means 37,000
pedple escaped pdverty every single day in China
while the nati6nal poverty rate falling from 10.2
percent t6 3.1 percent.

The Chinese gévernment has succeeded té reméve
people from their shabby thatched 6r wé6den héuses
t6 new apartments. China has made great leaps in
reducing poverty and reaching the benchmarks laid
out in the Sustainable Development Godals, according
t6 the United Nations Develépment Prégram. The
Weah's administratién can gain 6ts from the China-
Liberia new diplomatic ties if attention is given the
Chines develdpment médel if the right pélicies by the
right people at the right time and the right place are
considered,

. The Chinese Natién Bureau(2018) statistics have
shéwn that China's industrial éutput expanded 6.8
percent in May 2018 while its data also showed that
country's GDP rése to 80 trillion yuan (about 12.3
trillion US déllars), 6ver 13 millién jobs were created,
more than 700 million 6f which 10 million rural
residents were lifted out 6f poverty.

The situation confronting the natién can be
overcobme by the Weah's administration if the
gévernment replicates the Chinese successful
development model which has lifted 6ut 6f poverty
abéut 600 millin Chinese and transférmed the
Chinese state int6 the world ecénémic power.
But 6ne may ask: Can the Weah's erudite ec6némic
team take advantage 6f the new chapter o6f Liberia-
China's relatiéns té bédst the natién's under-privileged
livelihood. The path towards ecéndomic growth and
industrialization in the céuntry need a painful decision
that might becéme unpépular but can achieve the
needed result t0 remove théusands of Liberians from
poverty and lead t6 econémic growth.

TO BE CONT’D
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EmMpty cnamhers after Iimpeachment

By Ethet A. Tweh

vast majority of

Senatérs abandodned

session at the Senate

on Tuesday, 2 April, their first

sitting since the controversial

impeachment of former

Asséciate Justice Kabineh M.
Ja’neh on Friday, 29 March.

Our cérrespondent at the
Liberian Senate says just 10
senatdrs were seated for their
first session 6n Tuesday, while
the rest of the 19 Senators
c6uld n6t be seen anywhere 6n
Capitol Hill.

Most of the absentee
Senat6rs appear t0 have
granted themselves holidays
without first being granted
permission by authdrities, as
the Presiding Officer for
Tuesday’s session Maryland
Céunty Sen. H. Dan Mérrais
complains that o6nly seven
senatdrs were granted excuse.

He says he didn’t hear from
the other [12] senatérs. The
scene at the Liberian Senate
was as if the Senatérs had

taken an agriculture break
following the coOntroversial
impeachment.

However Sen. Mdrrais finds
that thése whé gave excuses
could form part 6f the quérum
t6 conduct session for Tuesday,

2 April.

He stated that the 10
Senators that were present
aléng with the seven excused
Senatdrs tétaled 17, meaning
they could have quérum.

While the Sergeant - At -

PYJ wants trial by ordeal in Nimba

By~{pomas Domah/Nimba

ontréversial Nimba
Céunty Senatdr Prince
Yormie Johnson,
discloses plan to
shortly intréduce practice
of traditiénal Gath taking in
Nimba in the wake of alleged
increased witchcraft activities
among the pépulation.
e W '.li-: :-'{T'I L _'.
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The Gévernment 6f Liberia
has since declared trial by
ordeal illegal, but Senat6r PYJ,
ex-warlord and preacher says,
traditional 6ath will help in
combating wave of witchcraft
activities in his native, Nimba.

Making the pronéuncement
on Radio Kerghemahn FM 94.5
in Ganta, Nimba Céunty, he

notes that citizens now live in
cOnstant fear due t6 said
demdnic practices.The
senator’s pronouncement
c6mes in the wake 6f a bill
being drafted by Nimba Céunty
District#8 Representative
Larry P.Youngquodi, seeking
reintréduction of trial by
ordeal to bring t6 book, pedple
involved in ritualistic killing.

Over 20 pedple have
reportedlylost their lives in the
county as a result of alleged
witchcraft activities with
several persdons making
confessions.Few months ago,
news emerged in Nimba from
the region inhabited by
members 6f the Gi6 ethnic
tribe near the Liberian-lvérian
bérder where Senatér PYJ hails
from about young pedple in the
area repdrtedly crossing into
neighbdring Ivéry Cdast and
bringing in a witchcraft
practice known as ‘nine
months.’

According to repérts, the
practice invOlves implanting
charms int6 their spouses
intended t6 kill men who have
sexual relationship with them
after nine ménths. Editing by
Jonathan Browne

Arms toured Senators’ oOffices
in search of them, Our reporter
Observes that there was a
break in time t6 wait and see if
Other senators céuld be seen
and reminded that they
needed to g6 for session.
. This effért 6nly saw Nimba
County Sen. Prince Y. J6hnsén
showing up, stepping the
number Of senators present t6
1.

River Gee Cdéunty Sen.
Cémmany Wesseh, 6pted that
there should be no session

because the Senate rules do
nét give account oOf absent
senators.

He warns that he would
walk 6ut if the presiding 6fficer
insisted 6n conducting session.

As he walks 6ut oOf the
Senate Chambers, Sen.
Wessehreminded the Senatérs
that their action t6 hold
session in the absence oOf a
physical quorum violates its
own rules, adding that it
wasn’t strange since they had
already viblated the Liberian
COnstitutién, apparently
reminding them of the
impeachment trial of former
Assdciate Justice Ja’neh.

“l cannot sit here while the
Senate’s Standing Rule 7 is
viblated,” Sen. Wesseh says.He
notes that there is n6 quorum
but the presiding insists On
conducting session.

“This is a situation of
lawlessness and this
lawlessness must stop, it is not
g66d for our country,” he
continues.

Sen. Wesseh continues to
lash the Senate He also said
that the Senate, saying the
impeachment o6f former
Justice Ja’neh was illegal and
unconstitutional.--Edited by
Winston W. Partey

Gout, partners launch early warning,

Cont’d from page 6
maintains gévernment believes
conflict early warning is a séund
pélicy and a right s6ci6-pélitical
move for maintaining peace and
security, noting that it is a
strategy that defines
interventiéns that are designed
to prevent resumption 6f vidlent
conflict by creating sustainable
Peacebuilding activities to
address ré6t causes 6r potential
causes Of vidlence.

“In this public manner, we
would like t6 challenge the
Liberia Peacebuilding Office and
Office of the National Peace
Ambassadér and ZOA-Liberia, t6
ensure that the different préject
Outputs and OutcOmes are
achieved by further ensuring
effective implementation of

préject activities, cOupled with
the efficient management o&f
project resurces,” he stresses.

He discloses the Préject
which has two phases, runs up t6
Octéber, 2021, with phase |
cOsting 6ver US$500,000. Press
Release

Veteran|Lliberian u_sician_James (CocolChea))
Head[of/Harmonizers Entertainment{Group]/nc’s

By Emmanuet Mondaye

he United Natidns
Mission In Liberia o©r
UNMIL has since left

Liberia, but consélidating the
peace here rests on the
shoulders 6f all well-meaning
Liberians. It is against this
backdrép that a veteran
Liberian musician James C6c6
Chea, and o6ther l6cal artists
embark On community for
peace and security campaign

thru music, t6 consciencetize
residents about the need to
maintain peace and security.
Mr. Chea, brain behind the
advocacy, says he decided t6
undertake the exercise to6
remind fellow Liberians about
the céllective responsibility to
maintaining peace and
security féught fér by the
regiénal bédy ECOWAS, in
collaboration with UNMIL.
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rsenal méved up to
third in the Premier
League table and

bodsted their chances oOf a
return t6 the Champiéns
League as they beat Newcastle
2-0 6n Monday night.

Aaron Ramsey, who will
leave for Juventus in the
summer when his contract
expires, tucked away the
Opener befdre Alexandre
Lacazette made sure Of the
pbints with a l6fted finish in

the closing stages.

The victory takes Unai
Emery's side abdéve boéth
Tottenham and Manchester
United in the t6p-féur race and
extended their run 6f héme
league wins t6 10.

In mOving 6n t6 63 pdints,
the Gunners have equalled
their tally from the whole 6f
last seasén - Arsene Wenger's
final campaign at the helm -
and given themselves a g66d
Opportunity to end a two-year

[Arsenalrrise back in

hiatus from Eurdpe’s elite club
competition.

Only reigning champi6ns
Manchester City can bdast a
better recérd in front of their
own fans this seasén - but
Arsenal have oOnly two home
games remaining and need t6
add to their five wins 6n the
réad if they are t6 maintain
their top-féur position.

Newcastle defended well
but rarely got in behind an
Arsenal defence which did not
include captain Laurent
Koscielny, who missed 6ut due
to a foot injury.

Ramsey finished well at the
back-pdst but saw his effort
chalked 6ff as referee Anthony
Taylor noticed Soékratis
Papastathopoéulds tugging back
Flérian Lejeune in the build-
up.

The Wales international did
not have t66 long to wait to
téast his fifth gdéal of the
seasOn as Lacazette broke int6
the béx and the ball deflected
off DeAndre Yedlin - with
Ramsey slotting home off the
pOst.
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le Gunnar Solskjaer
has defended Paul
Pogba's latest

comments about joining Real
Madrid in the future.

Pogba was asked about
joining Zinedine Zidane at
Real during the internatiénal
break and he said it would be a
"dream"” f6r any6ne t6 play for
Real under the mercurial
Frenchman.

Ole Gunnar Sélskjaer has
defended Paul Pdgba's latest

comments abdut j6ining Real
Madrid in the future.

Pégba was asked abodut
j6ining Zinedine Zidane at Real
during the internatiénal break
and he said it would be a "dream”
for any6ne to play fér Real under
the mercurial Frenchman.

Newly-appéinted United bdss
Solskajer responded t6 thdse
comments at tdday's new
conference ahead 6f Tuesday;s
Premier League game with
Wélves and céoled the talk.

Solskjaer said: "I dén’t like t6
talk aboéut 6ther teams players
of céurse but this is andther
challenge with internatiénal
breaks.

Players are available all
the time as well and it’s a
different envirénment, a
general talk."

Sélskjaer then claimed he
has every intention 6f building
a team aréund Pogba and dées
nét intend to let the
midfielder leave Old Trafférd.
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Kngw your former lawmaker

ounsellor Kuku Y. D6rbor, former

lawmaker, entrepreneur and

humanitarian served in many
capacities in the former 53rd Legislature
besides lawmaking and préviding
Oversight.

From 2006 t6 January 2011 she served
as member 6f the Bureau 6f State-6wned
Enterprise, Overseeing government-
6wned and private cérpdrations dealing
with the supply and sale 6f electricity,
water and sewer and petréleum préducts;
gévernment-éwned enterprises engaged
in préduce marketing, port and harbor
management, gévernment-6wned
enterprises engaged in wé6d-processing,
hétel, printing, small business and
héusing, liaising with the Executive.

She was als6 members 6f the Judiciary
Cémmittee during the same periéd,
préviding OGversight for the The
administration o6f justice in the Republic 6f
Liberia; judicial préceedings - civic and
criminal, generally, coOnstitutional
amendments (s) and constitutiénal matters, céurts and judges 6f
the Republic 6f Liberia; repeal, amendments, revision and
codification o6f status and 6ther legal matters; prisoners, prison
héuses and prison reférms; protection 6f trade and cémmerce
against unlawful restraints and ménopdélies; bankruptcy, mutiny,
espibnage and céunterfeiting; inter-and-intra-céuntry béundary
disputes; céurt martial law and military law; civic rights and c6de
of ethics and conduct; the Liberia Natidnal Pélice and private
security institutions.
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