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e was once dubbed 
the "general of the Hstreets" for his 

ability to mobilise supporters 
of Ivory Coast's former 
president, Laurent Gbagbo, 
during the country's violent 
political crisis.

Today,  acqui t ted of  
alleged crimes against 
humanity committed during 
the battles of 2010-11, 
Charles BleGoude has told 
AFP he wants to help bring 
peace to his battered nation.

Known for his f iery 
rhetoric, which he was 
accused of using to fuel pro-
Gbagbo riots, the former 
youth leader disavowed any 
interest in the highest office 
for himself, saying he wants 
to be a "statesman" instead.

In February, Goude and 
Gbagbo were found not guilty 
by the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in The Hague on 
four counts of murder, rape, 
and other "inhumane acts."

Prosecutors alleged the 
crimes were part of a wave of 
violence sparked when 
Gbagbo refused to concede 

an election that vote counters 
and observers said was won by 
his rival AlassaneOuattara.

Some 3,000 people died in 
five months of violence before 
Ouattara prevailed in April 
2011. Gbagbo was arrested in 
Abidjan with the backing of 
French forces.

spoke to AFP.
- 'Duty of peace' -
The former leader of the 

Young Patriots, a group which 
violently backed Gbagbo's 
victory claim and clashed with 
Ouattara supporters, said he 
would not seek election in a 
2020 presidential vote.

"It is a duty to bring peace to 
Ivory Coast, this is the 
campaign I want to engage in," 
asserted the 47-year-old, 
sporting a cowboy hat.

Under his ICC release 
conditions, he has the right to 
give interviews but not to talk 
about his case.

He does not wear an 
electronic monitoring bracelet 
and can receive visitors at his 
hotel in The Hague, where he is 
watched by police and private 

After their acquittal, the 
duo were freed pending a 
possible appeal by the 
prosecution, on condition that 
they stay in an ICC member 
state during this time.

Gbagbo is living in Belgium, 
and his former aide Goude in 
the Netherlands, where he 

o u t h  A f r i c a n  
P r e s i d e n t  C y r i l  SR a m a p h o s a  h a s  

announced a new cabinet in 
which, for the first time in the 
country's history, half of all 
ministers are women.

In another unexpected 
move, one of the women is 
from the opposition.

He appointed veteran 
opposition politician Patricia 
de Lille, who had stood for the 
Good Party, as minister of 
infrastructure development.

The Afr ican Nat ional  
Congress party won a general 
election on 8 May.

South African journalist 
VerashniPi l lay told BBC 

Newsday that the move to have 
half of all cabinet posts 
occupied by women was a 
"surprise". But it shows that 
the head of state is "astute", 
she said.

MrRamaphosa reduced the 
amount of ministers in what he 
called a "bloated" cabinet from 
36 to 28 ministers.

However, the opposition 
Economic Freedom Fighters 
party said in a statement that 
the idea that he had reduced 
the size of the cabinet was "the 
f i r s t  s i g n  o f  ab so l u te  
dishonesty" because, at the 
same time, he had increased 
the  number  of  deputy  
ministers.

MrRamaphosa has pledged 
to root out corruption, but 
correspondents say eyebrows 
have been raised that he 
retained Deputy President 
David Mabuza.

MrMabuza, a close ally of 
former President Jacob Zuma, 
d e n i e s  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
involvement in political 
killings and illegal tenders.

The ministers are due to be 
sworn in later on Thursday.-
BBC

guards.
He had spent five years 

awaiting trial in a Dutch prison, 
where he said he had played 
f o o t b a l l  w i t h  f o r m e r  
Democratic Republic of Congo 
vice-president Jean-Pierre 
Bemba, since acquitted by the 
ICC on war crimes.

While behind bars, Goude 
says he also worked on his 
culinary skills, and enjoyed 
cooking a popular Ivorian rice 
dish that he shared with 
Gbagbo.

"Prison has been a teacher 
to me, and I want to share this 
experience to say that we have 
to prevent conflicts. I want to 
play this role in my country," 
said the ex-minister of sport 
and youth under Gbagbo's 
rule.-AFP

he World Bank has 
agreed to give Kenya Tthe $750m (£590m; 

75bn Kenyan shillings) loan it 
had requested.

The World Bank says the 
funds would be used to support 
vital reforms and curtail 
corruption in agriculture, and 
also to boost productivity and 
income for farmers.

This latest loan comes amid 
concerns of high debt levels 
among some Kenyans, the 
BBC’s Charles Gitonga says.

Kenya raised $2.1bn in 
London earlier this month. 
Recently, the East African 
nation’s citizens took to social 
media with strong opinions 
against the move, accusing the 
government of over-borrowing 
when the country is broke.

But some economists say it 
is normal for an economy like 
Kenya to take out loans to 
finance projects and other 
spending priorities.

Experts have warned that 
for every $1 raised in tax 
revenue, the country is 
spending the equivalent of 
$1.23 in loan repayment 
costs.

The country’s public debt 
is in excess of $51bn most of 
w h i c h  i s  o w e d  t o  
international lenders and 
investors.

Kenyan Finance Minister 
Henry Rotich said the World 
Bank money would be used 
for the Big Four Agenda that 
seeks to provide affordable 
healthcare, housing, food 
security and manufacturing.

I.Coast's 'general of 
the streets' vows peace

Acquitted: Goude was found not guilty of crimes 
against humanity at the International Criminal 
Court in The Hague (AFP Photo/Peter Dejong)

South Africa gets 
gender-balanced cabinet

Image copyright REUTERS: NkosazanaDlaminiZuma is the new 
Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs

Kenya gets $750m
World Bank loan

Reuters:Kenya's Finance Minister Henry Rotich said 
the funds would be used for the Big Four Agenda
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ARIS – Though the final vote tally might 
seem to suggest otherwise, the European 
Parliament elections were a strategic P

success for French President Emmanuel Macron. 
There are four reasons why this is so.

First, Macron succeeded in framing the election 
as a contest between progressives and 
populists. Though he has been assailed at home 
in recent months – including by some on his own 
“side” – it is worth remembering that this 
message did not emerge out of thin air. Rather, it 
harks back to Macron’s 2017 presidential 
campaign, which itself tapped into a broader 
political sea change taking place across Europe. 
In that election, he overcame the traditional 
right-left divide. Two years later, this was 
replicated in the European Parliament 
elections. 

Historically, the Republicans on the right and 
the Socialists on the left have dominated French 
politics. Yet these parties’ combined share of 
the popular vote was under 15%, whereas 
Macron’s La République en Marche ! won 22.4%, 
and the far-right National Rally (formerly the 
National Front) picked up 23.3%. Behind these 
figures is an unprecedented collapse of the 
mainstream French right, which has failed to 
reconcile identity politics with traditional 
liberalism. Though some French conservatives 
have migrated to the National Rally, much of the 
center-right electorate has gravitated toward 
Macron’s party, owing to efforts by Prime 
Minister Édouard Philippe (formerly of the 
Republicans).

Moreover, most of those who switched to La 
République en Marche ! are pensioners who did 
so despite being hit hard by Macron’s tax 
reforms (some of which have been reversed). 
This suggests that Macron’s progressive-versus-
populist narrative helped to re-mobilize 
France’s – and perhaps Europe’s – pro-European 
electorate. While the National Rally performed 
well and Italy’s right-wing League party made 
gains, they failed to trigger the EU-wide 
political earthquake that many had come to 
expect.

The second reason the election represents a 
victory for Macron is that his party will now be 
able to claim leadership over a pivotal centrist 
parliamentary group of 110 members. The 
relative losses suffered by the European 
People’s Party (EPP) and the Progressive Alliance 
of Socialists and Democrats (S&D), combined 
with the surge in support for the Greens, means 
that the European Parliament is entering a 
period of quadripartite governance. Provided 
these groups are able to compromise, the new 
arrangement will probably be an improvement 
on the old one, wherein the EPP and S&D divvied 
up all of the jobs. For the first time in the 
European Parliament’s history, the number of 
MEPs affiliated with the two main parties 
represents only 44% of the total.

A more fluid parliamentary composition will 
allow for more ad hoc majorities to emerge in 
support of various policy proposals, given that 

there is so much common ground between La 
République en Marche !, the S&D, and the Greens. 
And, as an added bonus, the end of the EPP/S&D 
duopoly also marks the end of German hegemony 
in the Parliament.

Third, the Spitzenkandidaten process – whereby 
the largest party grouping selects the president of 
the European Commission – is likely to collapse, 
and this may also work to Macron’s advantage. The 
system is a first-past-the-post mechanism in a 
proportionally elected Parliament, and has more 
to do with partisanship than with democracy, 
because it gives automatic power to the largest 
group. 

But while the EPP won the most parliamentary 
seats, its Spitzenkandidat, Manfred Weber, is very 
controversial. Just before the election, he was 
weakened by the political demise of Austrian 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, whose government 
was brought down by the release of a video in 
which his vice chancellor, Heinz-Christian Strache 
of the Freedom Party, appears to offer a quid pro 
quo for electoral help from Russia. 

But Merkel still defends Weber, and, apart from 
Macron and Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, most 
EU leaders are reluctant to confront the European 
Parliament on the Spitzenkandidaten issue. That 
may shorten the odds for Margrethe Vestager – 
who is not from the EPP, but who is, in a sense, a 
liberal Spitzenkandidat – while lengthening them 
for Michel Barnier, who is from the EPP but is not a 
Spitzenkandidat. If the Council succeeds in ruling 
out Weber and his populist supporters, Macron will 
claim it as a success.

Finally, the election provides a check on German 
hegemony within the EU more broadly. Germany’s 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) has been 
weakened, and the country’s Greens have grown 
stronger. For his part, Macron will find the Greens 
much easier to work with on eurozone reform, 
especially if they end up joining a new German 
coalition government.

Taken  toge the r,  the se  po s t -e lec t i on  
considerations paint a rather positive picture for 
Macron. The question now is whether he can use 
his strength at the EU level to shore up his 
domestic position. This will not happen 
automatically. With the fall of the French right, 
there may be a temptation to position La 
République en Marche ! as a new home for right-
wing French voters. But while this might capture 
Paris’s bourgeois 16th arrondissement, doing so 
would be a mistake. Instead, Macron should focus 
on securing more of the atomized left, 
particularly those who have moved to the National 
Rally.

As matters stand, La République en Marche !’s 
base remains limited to the “winners” of 
globalization. Rural, alienated, and economically 
vulnerable voters remain in the National Rally’s 
camp. To win them over, Macron must reduce the 
polarization between the two parties.

Although the far-right National Rally edged out La République en Marche ! in 
the European Parliament election, broader trends in European politics now 
look favorable for French President Emmanuel Macron. His party will now 
lead a pivotal centrist bloc, and will be able to work closely with the newly 
reinforced Greens on crucial reforms.

SEVERAL THOUSAND GRADUATES of government Technical, 
Vocational Education Training or TVET program across the 
country are disillusioned by joblessness and repeated 
promises by the current administration and previous 
administration to absorb them in the job market after their 
studies.

THE MONROVIA VOCATIONAL Training Center (M.V.T.C.) and 
several other technical and vocational institutions in the 
country graduate thousands of youth from time to time in 
various disciplines, including Carpentry, Electricity, 
Plumbing, Construction and Computer Literacy, among others 
without creating job opportunities for them.

THE MINISTRY OF Youth and Sports gathered thousands of 
graduates recently at the Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports Complex 
in Paynesville outside Monrovia and made another round of 
promises to provide them employment that would enable 
them to cater to their families.      

 “WE WANT TO see how best we can link you with some of 
these government's projects that are ongoing across the 
country. We want to do everything in our power to ensure that 
we find a job for you so that you can in return, feed your 
family,” asserts Youth and Sports Minister D. Zeogar Wilson. 

PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER, Mobutu Vlah Nyepan, says the 
initiative is the best way forward for the young people of 
Liberia and a way for inclusive participation, pledging the 
Ministry of Public Works' commitment to include graduates of 
TVET program in ongoing government projects across the 
country. 

“YOUR TRAINING IS not in vain; your qualification is not in 
vain because we have a lot to do in this country. We have 
12,000 kilometers of roads and out of that only 800 kilometers 
are paved, so we have a lot to do and you will be considered 
fully in our programs. My message is, don't despair; don't be 
deterred”, he assures the graduates, many of them youths in 
their 20s and 30s.

BUT THE GRADUATES say these promises are familiar 
choruses they had heard before. This time around, they want 
tangible steps that would take them to the job market, having 
played their part by acquiring technical skills and vocational 
education.     

“WE HAVE BEEN listening to these kinds of promises from the 
past government and we continue to hear [them] even more, 
since the inception of this government, but nothing much has 
been done about our wellbeing. Sir, how then should we trust 
this one?” A female TVET graduate, Miatta Sambola, asks.

MANY OTHER GRADUATES joined her in voicing their 
frustrations and disappointment about lack of job 
opportunities to demonstrate the knowledge and skills 
acquired. They want the government to bridge this gap now 
than later.

WE ALSO JOIN the graduates in urging the government to go 
beyond mere promises and promises, by taking concrete 
steps in absorbing them in the job market thru cadet 
programs that could see them climb the ladder of success to 
become the professionals they want to be.

2019                              

TVET graduates want 
action, not promises
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Why the EU Election 
Was a Win for Macron

By Zaki Laïdi
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Dear Father:

So I heard the Palaver Hut coming to set the Old Rooster man and his friends free 
ehn. Wonders shall never end in this highly forested village of ours. Um, it shall 
be well. You say whatin, which people are they coming to set free and for what 
my son?

Oh, Father, um you haven’t heard? Ay mehn, you remember that palaver during 
the Old Lady time when they say the Rooster man and some people collected 
money from some business people from one of Uncle Sam cousin’s village, um 
that the trouble thereoo. 
Yes, my son, I can remember. How much was the money sef?
They say the money was 900,000 of Uncle Sam’s money. 
Whatin? 

Oh, Father, huh, da small noise that money business brought in this town. They 
say one of the old Paramount Chiefs from the lower end of the Traditional 
Council hands were also inside along with plenty other big people.

Anyway, for me da na the issue. My concern here is okay, you say Uncle Sam’s 
cousin brought his own money and gave it to the people and we all agreed that 
the people did bad thing for taking money under the table and trying to sign 
some papers that would have sold our riches to them, which we know-thank God 
that did not happened. 
Now, Father look at it this way too. So, it all happens that Uncle Sam’s cousins 
were unable to get our resources in the first place and therefore we could say 
they loss.

But come to think of it that the Old Lady would allowed one crafty wise man 
from the Great Grand Walking Fiefdom, who is now one of the chiefs from that 
place sitting at the Traditional Council to use 1 million of Uncle Sam’s money to 
fight a useless case is rather the main crime committed here.

You sure that 1 million, my son?
Father, whether that 1 million or even half million sef, that still money.
Father, this is where the issue is-even the old lady selling bitter boy (garden egg) 
in the market knows that she will not go after a market that will cause her more 
money and sell at less price. She can make sure that when she goes to buy, all her 
money will come from inside. 

But if the market oldma sits down and calculates, and thereafter realizes that 
the market na get profit she will not put her money inside it. Simply put Father, 
had it been the bitter boy seller, who knows she was not getting a dime from that 
thing she wouldn’t have put her money inside.

And strongly too Father, between 900,000 and 1000,000 is a 100, 000. So 
whichever way-even if the people were going to bring back the money to the 
village, the village would have still recorded a loss.

So, Father, now that they say the Palaver Hut coming to set the Rooster man and 
some of his friends free, are they going to hold the Old Lady and the chief who 
wasted our village money wawa like that to bring back our 1 million because we 
need it oo.
How you will go spend da kina money like that free and still be passing around as 
if nothing happened?

Can you imagine this Father? What kina people will go into a battle not 
calculating their cost and benefit or was it another charade?
This thing is serious. This is where my man them supposed to start the save the 
state thing long time. Somebody wasting the village meager money on a palaver 
that is 100,000 less-da na causing financial loss to the village.

But me, I will wait, after my men them finish their June 7 save the state protest, 
I will collect the cock-roaches, mosquitoes, chickens and dogs from my house, 
we will come protest for that 1 million there-because Father, just as the village 
will be releasing the Rooster man and his friends, me and my group will be filling 
our owner writ of mandamus (that big English oo), so the wise man turned chief 
who told the Old Lady that he could win this case and demanded 1 million from 
our village meager sum to come and show cause why we should not have him lock 
up.
 
Nobody should ask me how the spending of this money injured me, and my 
chickens, my dogs, my mosquitoes because the very act of wasting this money 
has brought problem in our quiet neighborhood as the bushes and slums have 
increase and the mosquitoes, cock-roaches and I now have to fight for my space, 
because that money could have made the difference and therefore under our 
village law prohibition will hold or da different law I need to plea-Father help 
me!

Lord, so who really caused 
financial loss to the state na?

After Neoliberalism

By Joseph E. Stiglitz
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citizens, the Liberian leader 
op ined  that  wh i le  the  
Constitution is clear on the 
right of any group of Liberians 
to protest, and his government 
is under obligation to protect 
that right, it is equally the 
r ight  of  non-protest ing 
Liberians to freely go about 
their normal businesses.

“Since we took over the 
leadership of the country, we 
have placed no objection on 
anyone’s right to exercise their 
rights under the laws,” the 
President, adding, “We have 
all been advocating for that. 
“Those who want to exercise 

relating to the wellbeing of the 
state and people.

The Liberian leader said he 
will continue to seek reason 
and understanding over the 
June 7 protest and will 
continue to do so because it 
would be difficult for the 
government to overcome the 
very challenges protesters are 
claiming to be concerned about 
when they take to the streets 
and ignite a situation that 
would disrupt normalcy and 
impede government operations 
to solve lingering national 
issues.

“We cannot do what we 
hope to do when people are in 
the streets threatening the 
peace,” he said, reiterating 
policy measures he has 
a n n o u n c e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
partnering with the IMF and 
others, to address prevailing 
economic conditions in the 
country.

Earlier, the head of the 
ECOWAS Delegation, Jean 
Claude KassiBrou, thanked the 
Liberian leader for the many 
steps taken to improve the 
governance process and meet 
citizens’ expectations.

The ECOWAS Commission 

n the wake of persistent 
complain over lack of Ineeded medical supplies 

and financial support to run the 
Phebe Hospital in Gbarnga, 
Bong County, Liberia’s Finance 
and Health Ministers say Phebe 
Hospital has received US$1.5m 
out of US$1.9m allotted for it in 
the budget by government. 

Finance Minister Samuel 
Tweah and Health Minister Dr. 
Wilhelmina Jallah gave the 
clarity when both officials 
appeared before the Plenary of 
House of Representatives 
Thursday, 30 May to address 
major challenges at Phebe 
Hospital. 

The two officials appeared 
a t  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives as a result of a 
communication written by 
Bong County District #3 Rep. J. 
Marvin Cole, informing the 
plenary that there were 
reports that the doctors at the 
Phebe Hospital were using 
phone light at night in the 
hospital. 

According to Minister Jallah, 
at the time Phebe Hospital was 
comp la i n i ng  abou t  the  
shortage of drugs and fuel, the 
hospital had US$250,000 in its 

whatever right can go ahead to 
do so. Our hope is that it is 
done responsibly. Government 
has the right to defend and 
protect everyone’s right.”

He said his Government has 
done everything possible, 
i n c l ud i n g  mee t i n g  t he  
proponents of the June 7 
protest and other national 
stakeholders, in finding an 
amicable out-of-the-street 
solution to the current protest 
imbroglio.

President Weah assured the 
ECOWAS delegation he was still 
ready and open to listen to any 
Liberian who has concerns 

President hailed President 
W e a h  o n  t h e  p o l i c y  
pronouncements made during 
his nationwide address, and 
expressed the hope that the 
actions promulgated will 
address Liberia’s economic 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  c a l m  
apprehensions over the protest 
and the state of the economy. 

The former World Bank 
executive said most of the 
policy measures the president 
announced, such as the 
independence of the Central 
Bank of Liberia (now borrowing 
money from bank), the fight 
against corruption and working 
with IMF, were in line with 
international governance 
standards. 

Mr. Brou, who work eight 
years at the Central Bank of 
W e s t  A f r i c a n  S t a t e s ,  
admonished the Liberian 
President to remain focused on 
the execution of his core 
responsibilities to keep the 
nation peaceful and secure. 

He conveyed ECOWAS’ 
concerns about the security of 
the state amid the planned 
protest, stressing the need for 
consensus building.-Press 
release

account. 
Minister Jallah explains that 

regarding Phebe Hospital, she 
had a privilege to find out the 
details of the concerns being 
raised by the hospital. 

In her assessment of the 
situation, Minister Jallah 
reveals that she learns that 
there is no written document 
to say that Phebe is a 
government hospital.  

According to her, the 
hospital is being run by a board 
and most of the members of 
the board are Methodist and 
other faith - based. 

She says government has a 
deputy position on that board, 
which she says makes it 
difficult to check the finance at 
Phebe Hospital. 

For his part, Minister Samuel 
Tweah also confirms that the 
Phebe Hospital has received 
US$1.5m. 

He narrates that under the 
leadership of President George 
Manneh Weah, the health and 
education sectors have been a 
major priority.  

The Finance Minister reveals 
that government has US$16 
million in grant for the health 
sector, and US$6 million has 
been  used. - -Ed ited  by  
Winston W. Parley

resident George 
M a n n e h  W e a h  
Thursday, May 30, P

2019 held talks with a visiting 
delegation of the Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), focusing on 
issues of pertinent national 
importance. 

The meeting with the 
ECOWAS delegation, which 
included the regional body’s 
President, comes a day after 
the Liberian President, in an 
address to the nation, vowed 
to uphold the laws of Liberia 
which, among other things, 
guarantee citizens’ rights to 
free assembly to petition 
their government.

President Weah assured 
the ECOWAS delegation of his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  
determination to uphold the 
laws of Liberia, noting that 
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  u n d e r  
obligation to provide equal 
protection for every citizen 
irrespective of his or her 
social, economic and political 
background.

H e  s a i d  s i n c e  t h e  
international stabilization 
force, UNMIL, turned over 
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  
responsibility to government, 
his administration continues 
to ensure Liberia is peaceful 
and stable and the citizens 
secured.

On the issue of the planned 
June 7 protest by a group of 

President Weah hosts ECOWAS Delegation 

Bishop John Allan Klayee, said 
the new bus will ease 
passengers movement to and 
fro from the flight to the 
terminal building. 

Bishop Klayee said with a 
new terminal, services needed 
to improve; something which 
prompted the acquisition of a 
new rump bus.He intimated 
that value addition is the 

foremost priority of his 
leadership, as such all efforts 
will be directed to improve the 
service delivery capabilities of 
RIA.According to him in the 
years ahead, airport services 
will improve steadily to enable 
passengers and airlines to 
make the RIA destination a 
venue of choice.

he Management of 
the Liberia Airport TAuthority (LAA) has 

acquired a new ramp bus, to 
transport passengers to and 
fro the terminal to flights, as 
a way of adding value to the 
Roberts International Airport 
infrastructure growth.

In a brief statement, LAA'S 
Acting Managing Director, 

LAA acquires new ramp 
bus for passengers 

Phebe received 
US $1.5m
-Gov’t clarifies

By Bridgett Milton
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Weah ended in deadlock this 
month, and international 
partners including the UN, 
ECOWAS and AU continue to 
make interventions aimed at 
preventing violence here.

COP Spokesman Dillon says 
the protest organizers are 
available for dialogue, but he 
demands that the meeting 
must be held in open session if 

environment for business.
He gave the assurance in a 

meeting recently with a two-
m a n  Tu r k i s h  b u s i n e s s  
delegation at his office in 
Monrovia.

The Commerce boss notes 
that Liberia now looks forward 
to new innovations that are 
critical to helping to revamp 
the economy.

Minister Tarpeh specifically 
points to manufacturing 
economy, which according to 
him, plays a pivotal role in   
improving the economy of 
Liberia.

Senate.
Sen. Chie explains that the 

Senate’s understanding was 
that the COP had fully 
understood the Senate’ 
communication, but the 
protesters suddenly demanded 
the presence of the press upon 
their appearance on Capitol 
Hill. He notes that the Senate 
could not change the COP’s 
view because the protest 
organizers say they have a 
mandate to hold all their 
discussions in public.

Days to the protest,  
President Weah pledges his 
absolute commitment to the 
protection of each and every 
right and freedom granted to 
each and every one under the 
Constitution, saying Article 17 
of the Liberian Constitution 
deals with the rights of all 
citizens to peaceful assembly, 
as well as the right to present 
petitions to their Government.

r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
Manneh Weah has 
extended s incere P

greetings to President Sergio 
Mattarella and through him to 
the Government and people of 
the Republic of Italy on the 
occasion commemorating the 
73rd anniversary of the 
FeltadellaRepublica; the 
National and Republic Day of 
Italy.

The Italian National and 
Republic Day is the national 
holiday that marks the day 
when Italy became a Republic 
on June 2nd, 1946. In Italy it 
c o m m e m o r a t e s  t h e  
referendum of 1946, when 
Italians were asked to decide 
what form of government they 
desired. 

Until 1946 Italy was a 
kingdom ruled by the House of 
Savoy. On June 2nd, 1946 Italy 
became a Republic after 85 
years of Monarchy. Thus, the 
monarchs of the House of Savoy 

the Senate wants to talk to the 
COP.

Senate President Pro - 
Tempore Albert Chie says a 
communication sent to the 
COP, inviting it for the 
interactive dialogue indicated 
that the dialogue would have 
been held in executive session, 
meaning a closed door session 
which is usually held by the 

He told the two-member 
Turkish business delegation 
that Liberia has a President, 
who so dearly believes in doing 
everything constructively 
possible to improve the lives of 
his citizens.

He encouraged the Turkish 
businessmen to equally liaise 
with the National Investment 
Commission of Liberia as part 
of its ongoing plans to do 
business in the Country.

Professor Tarpeh hailed 
L i b e r i a n  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  
FombaTrawally, President of 
the  Nat iona l  To i let r ies  
Incorporated for encouraging 
the two-man Turkish business 
team to pay a courtesy call on 
him (Tarpeh).

He described Mr. Trawally as 
an experienced Liberian 
entrepreneur.

Speaking earl ier,  the 
visiting Turkish nationals, 
KaynarcaAskin and Ertekin 
Akin, said they were in Liberia 
to see how best they can 
consider extending their chain 
supply to the country.

They described Liberia as 
their possible entrant for 
investment in West Africa.  

The group, among other 
t h i n g s ,  i s  i n vo l ved  i n  
production of toiletries in 
many regions of the world and 
said it remains strong about 
doing business in Liberia. Press 
Statement

However Police Inspector 
General Col. Patrick Sudue says 
there will be no marching on 
June 7, vowing at a community 
policing meeting on Thursday, 
30 May that everybody’s rights 
will be respected under the law 
on June 7.

“Nobody marching; nobody 
marching. Article 17 says 
peaceful assembly. Assembly 
means, the way all of us 
gathered here today, that’s 
assembly. [Did] we march to 
come here?,” Col. Sudue asks 
rhetorically as the crowd 
responds to him: “No.”

Col. Sudue says he warns 
protesters not to stop the 
movement of others that may 
want to go about their normal 
businesses either to the market 
or on the farm.

“Because the law says 
where your right ends, it’s 
where another man’s right 
begins,” says Sudue. 

were deposed and exiled. 
According to a Foreign 

Ministry release, in his message 
to President Sergio Mattarella, 
President Weah highlighted the 
l o n g s t a n d i n g  r e l a t i o n  
subsisting between Italy and 
Liberia dating back to 1862, 
when both countries signed a 
treaty of amity, commerce and 
navigation. 

T h e  L i b e r i a n  l e a d e r  
furthered that “as we join in 
celebration, it is my earnest 
hope that our two countries 
will deepen relations to 
encompas s  ag r i cu l tu re ,  
science and technology, and 
human development.

President Weah expressed 
his desire that he and his Italian 
counterpart will continue to 
work together both bilaterally 
and on multilaterally fronts on 
key issues such as the 
promotion of universal human 
rights, security and peace.-
Press release

he planners of the 
June 7 protest, TCouncil of Patriots 

(COP) has boycotted an 
interactive dialogue with the 
Liberian Senate because it 
was proposed to be held in 
closed doors.

Following the Senate’s 
failure to dialogue with the 
COP in-camera Thursday, 30 
May on Capitol Hill, the 
protesters ’ Spokesman 
Abraham Darius  Di l lon 
explained to reporters that 
COP rejected the Senate’s 
quest for closed door meeting 
s o  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  
compromise the intent of the 
protest.

The  COP and  some  
s uppo r t i n g  oppo s i t i o n  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a n d  
government critics have 
s c h e d u l e d  J u n e  7  t o  
commence their protest to 
demand President George 
Manneh Weah to address a 
number of issues, key among 
them being the poor state of 
the economy and allegations 
of corruption, among others.

The first dialogue between 
the protesters and President 

he  M i n i s t e r  o f  
C o m m e r c e  a n d  TIndustry, Professor 

Wilson K. Tarpeh, has assured 
the international community, 
mainly business partners of  
Liberia’s readiness for a 
business  sector that will help 
transform the lives of 
Liberians, using the value 
added approach.

According to a press 
statement, Minister Tarpeh 
said the CDC-led government 
headed by President George 
Manneh Weah is committed to 
creating an attract ive 
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Minister Tarpeh meets with 
Turkish business delegation 

Pres. Weah congratulates Italy

    Protesters boycott dialogue with Senate
By Winston W. Parley
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Montserrado County. 
Reading a press statement 

on Capitol Hill, Sen. Coleman 
noted that Grand Kru Citizens 
have observed that political 
demonstration in the country 
in most cases end in violence. 
He specifically mentions the 
April 14, 1979 Riot in Monrovia 
wh ich  tu rned  chaot i c ,  

President George Manneh Weah 
to improve the economy and 
restore basic services.

T h e y  n a m e  t h e  
rehabilitation, opening of new 
roads across the nation’s 
capital and keeping every 
reg i on  o f  t he  Count r y  
c o n n e c t e d  a s  w a s  
promised.The Grand Kru 
County Legislative Caucus, 
County Administration, Chiefs 

resulting into a terrible 
calamity. In addition, Sen. 
Coleman reveals that the 
citizens also reaffirmed their 
position during another 
meeting on Tuesday, May 28, 
2019 on Capitol Hill.In the 
press statement, the Grand 
Kru citizens hail the efforts of 
the government headed by 

of the 12 Traditional Sections, 
Youths and Grand Kru County 
University Students Union 
(GKUSU) used the occasion to 
call on the Government of 
Liberia and the organizers of 
the protest to enter into a 
dialogue which will result to 
avoiding the June 7, 2019 
protest. 

The latest statement from 
citizens of Grand Kru follows 
calls from many quarters, 
including the Federation of 
Liberian Youth (FLY), the 
Liberian Students Union, and 
the Liberian Chapter of the 
Mano River Youths Parliament 
for the protesters to dialogue 
with government instead of 
street protests in the interest 
of the Country. 

The Council of Patriots are a 
group of aggrieved Liberians 
who have threatened a mass 
protest in Monrovia beginning 
June 7, aimed at drawing the 
attention of  the Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) led - 
government on the bad state of 
the Liberian economy, among 
others.

he Grand Kru County 
sectional heads, Tcomprising chiefs of 

t h e  1 2  t r a d i t i o n a l  
communities residing in 
Monrovia and its environs, the 
Legislative Caucus and county 
administration and Grand Kru 
County Youths and Student 
U n i o n  ( G K U S U )  h a v e  
denounced the planned mass 
protest organized by the 
Council of Patriots (COP) 
scheduled June 7. 

On behalf of the citizens of 
the county, the Chairman of 
the Grand Kru Legislative 
Caucus Sen. Peter Coleman 
disclosed Wednesday, 29 May 
that the people of Grand Kru 
County have overwhelmingly 
agreed not to form part of the 
protest. 

The Grand Kru County 
Legislative Caucus Chair says 
the citizens of his county 
made the decision on Sunday, 
May 26, 2019 during an 
emergency meeting held in 
the Township of West Point, 
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Grand Kru citizens oppose June 7 protest
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Country Representative Dr. 
Bannet Ndyanabangi says 
though he has just spent few 
month s  i n  L i be r i a ,  he  
congratulates his predecessor 
and the entire UNFPA team 
here for the job well done over 
the years.

Dr. Ndyanabangi recalls that 
after the funding of UNFPA, it 
than moved to Liberia in 1973 
and since then it has been 
working with government, civic 
society organizations, and 
other developmental partners 
mainly in assisting and capacity 
strengthening.

The ICPD 25th anniversary 
and the UNFPA 50th celebration 
along with the launch of State 
of World Population Report 
2019 were held Thursday, 30 
May at the Monrovia City Hill on 
1st Street, Monrovia.

The occasion brought 
together Diplomats from UN 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s e n i o r  
government officials, civic 
society organizations, students 
and officials from the health 
sector, amongst others. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne    

m i l l i o n  u n i n t e n d e d  
pregnancies and 3.6 million 
unsafe abortions.

VP Taylor also adds that 
UNFPA has trained thousands of 
health workers, treated 22,000 
women and girls living with 
fistula, reached more than 2 
million marginalized girls with 
life skills programmes and 1 
million more with prevention 
and protection services related 
to child marriage and female 
genitals mutilation, whujch 
she notes are just a snapshot of 
the life-saving and life-
t r a n s f o r m i n g  s e r v i c e s  
delivered to millions of women 
and adolescent girls around the 
world. 

However, the Vice President 
says it is good to be reminded 
that the 2019 report shows that 
while much has been attained, 
much more remains to be done 
in fulfillment of  UNFPA’s key 
role as the UN agency 
responsible  to delivering a 
world where every pregnancy 
is wanted, every  childbirth is 
safe and every young person’s 
potential is fulfilled.

Speaking earlier, UNFPA 

VP Taylor calls for 
Starts from back page

for the clan petitioned 
Representative Koung to 
contest for the senate in 
Nimba.

Representative Jeremiah 
Koung hails from Nimba 
County Electoral District One.

Mr. Guanue maintains that 
the petition in Gbayee Clan 
was without the acquiescence 
of the people of the clan.  

He claims the petition was 
done by  a  handfu l  of  
individuals, who are not 

commissioning of Notaries 
Public and Justices of the 
Peace and other judicial 
officials.

In his communication dated 
30 May 2019, Sen. Kaipay says 
by virtue of the Constitution, 
it behooves the Senate to 

representative of the people of 
Gbayee, but acted under the 
inducement of money.

According to him, it was 
d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  b y  
Representative Koung to their 
clan when the former Youth 
chair for District#2 Peter 
Kehwhen, allegedly petitioned 
the lawmaker to contest for 
the senate in 2020.

He says if the citizens of 
Gbayee Clan want to petition 
Rep. Koung, they would reach 
a consensual, rather than few 
individuals acting on their 
own.

At the same time the people 
of Electoral District One 
accuse their  lawmaker,  
Jeremiah Koung of failing to 
complete several projects he 
initiated in the district.

They claim their lawmaker 
misled them in electing him by 
constructing schools and 
market halls in towns and 
villages, which encourage 
them to give him their votes, 
but since his ascendency he has 
failed to complete those 
projects.

B u t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Jeremiah Koung argues that 
government has not provided 
fund ing  fo r  leg i s l a t i ve  
projects.

make inquiries to the President 
i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  
constitutional requirement. 

According to him, there is 
no doubt in the contemplation 
of the Constitution, the 
functions of the Justice of the 
Peace and Notaries Public are 

key in local jurisdiction.
The Grand Bassa Senator 

emphas i ze s  tha t  the se  
institutions are cardinal to the 
maintenance of peace and 
tranquility among the Liberian 
people. 

He suggests that failure to 

appoint Justices of the Peace 
and Notar ies  Publ ic  as  
mandated by the Constitution 
has an effect on the smooth 
functioning of the government.

itizens of Gbayee 
C l an ,  e l e c to r a l  Cdistrict# 2 in Nimba 

County distance themselves 
from a recent petition of 
Representative Jeremiah 
Koung to contest for the 
county senatorial seat.

A spokesperson for some 
aggrieved citizens from the 
clan in district#2 Otis M. 
Guanue, discloses that few 
days ago a former youth chair 

rand Bassa County 
Senator Jonathan L. GKaipay has drawn 

the Senate’s attention to 
Article 55 of the Constitution 
of Liberia, regarding the 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  

Rep. Koung’s petition backfires in Nimba
By Thomas Domah/Nimba

Sen. Kaipay wants justice of the peace, notaries appointed
By Ethel A. Tweh
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menées par la commission 
d’enquête présidentielle et un 
cabinet d’audit international, 
Kroll Associates, recruté par le 
gouvernement des États-Unis 
pour faire la lumièresur cette 
affaire.

Cinq responsables de la 
b a n q u e  c e n t r a l e  s o n t  
actuellement poursuivis pour 
leurs rôles présumés dans le 
scandale financier de 16 
milliards de dollars libériens. Il 
s’agit M. Sirleaf, Milton Weeks, 
DorborHagba, Joseph Dennis et 
Richard Walker. 

En ce qui concerne la 
disparition présumée des 16 
milliards de dollars libériens, 
le président Weaha indiqué que 
les deux rapports d'enquête 
distincts ont révélé qu'il ne 
manquait pas d'argent, mais 
plutôt 15,5 milliards de LRD 
avaient été versés à la Banque 
centrale qui aurait fait 
imprimer de manière illégale 
un montant supplémentaire 
dont elle ne peut rendre 
compte jusqu’aujourd’hui.

P a r l a n t  d e  l a  c r i s e  
économique à laquelle le pays 
est en proie, le président 
W e a h a  i n f o r m é s e s  
compatriotes de ce que le 
Libéria ne reçoit plus d'aide 
d'urgence dont il bénéficiait au 
lendemain de la guerre civile. 
Il a aussi fait savoir que 
d’importantes subventions qui 
provenaient des partenaires 
multilatéraux ont également 
été suspendues.

Pire, même le montant 
d’argent en devise que les 
l ibér iens  de  l ’ét ranger  
envoyaient à leurs proches a 
également diminué, à en croire 
le président. Et ce n’est pas 
tout, les cours des matières 
p r e m i è r e s  o n t  
significativement chuté sur le 
marché mondial. 

«  Toutes  ces  réa l i tés  
compliquent notre situation 
macroéconomique. La chute 
soudaine des entrées du dollar 
américain exerce une pression 
sur l'économie et dévalue le 
dollar libérien, faisant monter 
les prix », a expliqué le chef de 
l’Etat.

Le président libérien George 
Weah a annoncé mercredi le 
changement de la direction de 
la Banque centrale (CBL), 
critiquée pour sa conduite 
d'opérations monétaires, ainsi 
que le  lancement d 'un 
programme du FMI pour 
stabiliser la fragile économie 
de ce pays d'Afrique de l'Ouest.

George Weah a vanté, dans 
un discours retransmis par la 
radio nationale, le dynamisme 
de la démocratie libérienne, à 
neuf jours d'une grande 
manifestation de l'opposition."

Le défi économique auquel 
nous sommes confrontés 

gouverneur, atteint par la limite 
d'âge, prendra sa retraite "dans 
les trois mois".

Par ailleurs, pour adapter 
l'économie du pays, le Fonds 
monétaire international va 
prochainement lancer un 
"programme taillé pour le 
Liberia", a-t-il indiqué. Ce 
programme "nécessitera une 
p l u s  g r a n d e  d i s c i p l i n e  
budgéta i re "  qu i  passera  

aujourd'hui est lié à la structure 
de notre économie", a-t-il 
déclaré, soulignant la chute des 
cours du minerai de fer et du 
caoutchouc ains i  que la  
d i m i n u t i o n  d e  l ' a i d e  
internationale dont a bénéficié 
le pays au lendemain de la 
guerre civile (1989-2003).

George Weah s'est dit conscient 
des difficultés rencontrées par la 
population en raison de la 
dépréciation de la monnaie 
nationale, rappelant qu'une 
opération lancée en juillet 2018 
par son administration pour 
"éponger la liquidité excessive" 
de dollars libériens visait à 

notamment par l'instauration 
d'un plafond pour le salaire des 
fonctionnaires et un effort des 
députés et sénateurs.

Evoquant les "sacrifices" 
nécessaires,  i l  a  promis 
d'intensifier la lutte contre la 
corruption et de garder comme 
priorités l'éducation, la santé, 
les infrastructure routières et la 
promotion de l'investissement. 
Africa No1

enrayer l'inflation.
Commentant le rapport de la 

Commission générale des audits 
(GAC) concluant à une série 
d'incohérences dans la conduite 
de cette opération, qui lui a été 
remis le 16 mai, le président 
libérien a relevé que seuls 17 des 
25 millions de dollars américains 
prévus avaient été utilisés. A la 
suite de cet audit, le ministre de 
la Justice a saisi la Commission 
anticorruption (LACC) pour 
"enquêter sur ces irrégularités" 
e t  é tab l i r  d ' éventue l le s  
responsabilités pénales, a-t-il 
annoncé.

Les errements dans cette 
opération, ainsi que d'autres 
constatés dans une affaire 
actuellement en jugement, 
portant sur les conditions 
d'importation de billets sous la 
précédente administration 
d'Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, révèlent 
des défaillances des systèmes de 
contrôle de la CBL, a souligné M. 
Weah. 

De plus "ils posent la question 
de la capacité de la direction 
actuelle" à mener les réformes 
nécessaires pour "restaurer la 
crédibilité et la confiance dans 
l'institution".

Afin de renouveler la direction 
de la Banque centrale, le 
président libérien a annoncé 
avoir "accepté la démission du 
vice-gouverneur chargé de la 
politique économique". Le 

our le Président 
l i b é r i e n  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah,contrairP

ement à ce que laisse 
entendre l’ex-présidente 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, aucun 
libérien ne fait l’objet d’une 
pou r su i t e  i l l é ga l e  ou  
extrajudiciaire sous son 
régime. 

« Comme vous le savez tous, 
ces poursuites ont été 
lancées par le système 
juridique libérien, dans le 
respect de la légalité. 
Personne n'a été arrêté 
illégalement ou détenu de 
manière injustifiée dans le 
cadre de ces procès. Je 
m'engage par la présente à 
veiller à ce que les procès se 
poursuivent jusqu'à ce que 
les tribunaux libériens 
rendent leurs décisions 
définitives dans cette affaire 
», a déclaré le président 
Weah.

Profitant de son adresse à la 
nation le mercredi 29 mai, le 
chef de l’Etat a démenti les 
allégations de Mme Ellen 
Johnson Sir leaf, selon 
lesquelles son fils, l’ancien 

Selon lui, les politiques 
macroéconomiques que le 
Libéria utilisent aujourd’hui 
sont les politiques qu’il avait 
adoptées à la période pendant 
laquelle il recevait des entrées 
g r a t u i t e s  d u  
dollaraméricain.Mais il révèle 
que son gouvernement est 
actuellement en train de 
modifier ses politiques pour 
refléter les réalités actuelles.

Le président assure les 
Libériens qu'il est conscient des 
d i f f icu l tés  économiques  
auxquelles ils sont confrontés 
d’autant plus que la hausse du 
taux de change a un impact 
direct sur les prix de tous les 
biens et produits sur le marché.

« Je suis profondément 
préoccupé par ces problèmes 
et je travaille jour et nuit pour 
les résoudre », a-t-il déclaré.

Selon lui, le gouvernement 
élabore actuellement une 
nouvelle politique budgétaire 
améliorée qui sera annoncée 
avec l'adoption d'un budget 
na t i ona l  c réd ib le  pou r  
l'exercice fiscal 2019-2020.Au 
cours des dernières années, 
explique-il, le gouvernement a 
eu à adopter un budget 
dépassant de loin le potentiel 
de revenus du pays. Mais, il est 
désormais question d’adopter 
un budget  réal i s te  qui  
corresponde réellement aux 
recettes projetées par l’Etat.

D’autres mesures seront 
également prises, dont la 
réforme de la masse salariale, 
la rationalisation des dépenses 
publiques afin de consacrer 
davantage de ressources aux 
secteurs critiques telles que la 
s a n t é ,  l ' é d u c a t i o n  e t  
l'agriculture. 

« Nous al lons bientôt 
annonce r  de  nouve l l e s  
initiatives politiques qui 
dev ra i en t  r en fo rce r  l a  
confiance des Libériens dans le 
dollar libérien. Ces politiques 
inciteront fortement les 
Libériens à garder leur argent 
dans les banques commerciales 
et investir davantage dans 
l'économie avec le dollar 
libérien », a annoncé le 
président Weah.

gouverneur adjoint de la 
Banque centrale du Libéria 
(CBL), Charles E. Sirleaf, aété 
arrêté illégalement pour son 
rôle présumé dans le scandale 
des 16 milliards de LRD. 

Le président Weah a déclaré 
que le procès des responsables 

et employés de la Banque 
centrale du Libéria qui sont 
chargés de l'impression et dela 
livraison des billets de banque 
a commencé et est en cours.

Ses poursuites, selon le 
président, font suite à deux 
rapports d’enquête distincts 
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« Person ne fait l’objet d’une détention illégale 
ou injustifiée », le Président George Weah

Le président George Weah annonce 
un changement à la tête de la CBL
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ARIS – Même si le décompte final semble 
suggérer le contraire, les élections du 
Parlement européen ont été un succès P

stratégique pour le Président Emmanuel Macron. 
Il y a quatre raisons à cela.

Tout d'abord, Macron a réussi à présenter ces 
élections comme un concours entre progressistes 
et populistes. Bien qu'il ait essuyé des attaques 
sur le plan national au cours des derniers mois - 
notamment de la part de certains au sein de son 
propre « camp » - il est bon de se souvenir que ce 
message n'est pas apparu comme par magie. En 
fait, il nous ramène plutôt à la campagne 
présidentielle de 2017 de Macron, qui a elle-
même puisé dans un changement politique radical 
d'envergure européenne. Lors de ces élections, il 
a eu raison du traditionnel clivage droite-gauche. 
Deux ans plus tard, cela s'est reproduit aux 
élections du Parlement européen. 

Historiquement, les Républicains de droite et les 
Socialistes de gauche ont dominé la vie politique 
française. Pourtant, les résultats cumulés du vote 
populaire pour ces partis ont été inférieur à 15 %, 
tandis que le parti de Macron La République en 
marche ! a remporté 22,4 % des voix et que le 
Rassemblement National d'extrême-droite 
(l'ancien Front National) a remporté 23,3 % des 
voix. Ce que montrent ces chiffres, c'est 
l'effondrement sans précédent de la droite 
française, qui n'a pas réussi à concilier la politique 
d'identité avec le libéralisme traditionnel. Bien 
que certains conservateurs français aient rejoint 
le Rassemblement National, une grande part de 
l'électorat de centre-droit s'est donc tournée vers 
le parti de Macron, en raison des efforts déployés 
par le Premier ministre Édouard Philippe (ancien 
membre des Républicains).

En outre, la plupart de ceux qui sont passés à La 
République en marche ! sont des retraités, en 
dépit du fait d'avoir été durement touchés par les 
réformes fiscales de Macron (dont certaines ont 
été annulées). Ceci suggère que le récit « 
progressiste contre populiste » de Macron a aidé à 
mobiliser à nouveau l'électorat pro-européen 
français - et peut-être européen. Bien que le 
Rassemblement National ait obtenu de bons 
résultats et que le parti de droite italien de La 
Ligue ait gagné du terrain, ils n'ont pas réussi à 
déclencher le séisme politique à l'échelle de l'UE 
auxquels bien des gens s'attendaient.

La deuxième raison pour laquelle les élections 
sont une victoire pour Macron, c'est que son parti 
va à présent être en mesure d'occuper un rôle de 
leadership parlementaire sur un groupe centriste 
clé de 110 membres. Les pertes relatives essuyées 
par le Parti populaire européen (PPE) et par 
l'Alliance progressiste des socialistes et des 
démocrates (S&D), associées à la montée en 
puissance des Verts, font entrer le Parlement 
européen dans une période de gouvernance 
quadripartite. À condition que ces groupes soient 
en mesure de faire des compromis, la nouvelle 
entente sera probablement une amélioration de 
l'ancienne, où le PPE et le S&D se sont partagés 
tous les postes. Pour la première fois dans 
l'histoire du Parlement européen, le nombre de 
députés européens affiliés aux deux principaux 
partis ne représente que 44 % du total.

Une plus grande fluidité dans la composition 
parlementaire va permettre à davantage de 
majorités ad hoc d'émerger pour soutenir de 

multiples projets politiques, étant donné qu'il y a 
tant de points communs entre La République en 
marche !, le S&D et les Verts. Et en prime, la fin du 
duopole PPE/S&D marque également la fin de 
l'hégémonie allemande au Parlement.

Troisièmement, le processus des têtes de liste - par 
lequel le parti qui regroupe le plus grand nombre de 
membres choisit le Président de la Commission 
européenne - risque bien de s'effondrer, ce qui peut 
jouer en faveur de Macron. Le système est un 
mécanisme de scrutin majoritaire à un tour dans un 
parlement élu au scrutin proportionnel - et a plus à 
voir avec l'esprit de parti qu'avec la démocratie, 
parce qu'il donne automatiquement le pouvoir au 
plus grand groupe. 

Mais alors que le PPE a obtenu le plus grand nombre 
de sièges au Parlement, sa tête de liste Manfred 
Weber est un candidat très controversé. Juste avant 
les élections, il a été affaibli par la chute du 
Chancelier autrichien Sebastian Kurz, dont le 
gouvernement a été renversé par la publication 
d'une vidéo dans laquelle son vice-chancelier, 
Heinz-Christian Strache du Parti de la liberté, 
semble offrir une contrepartie à une aide électorale 
en provenance de la Russie. 

Mais Merkel défend encore Weber, et, à l'exception 
de Macron et du Premier ministre néerlandais Mark 
Rutte, la plupart des dirigeants de l'UE hésitent à 
confronter le Parlement européen sur la question de 
la tête de liste. Cela va peut-être augmenter les 
chances de Margrethe Vestager - qui n'est pas issue 
de l'EPP, mais qui est, en un sens, une tête de liste 
libérale - tout en réduisant celles de Michel Barnier, 
qui est de l'EPP mais qui n'est pas une tête de liste. Si 
le Conseil parvient à éliminer Weber et ses partisans 
populistes, Macron va revendiquer cela comme 
étant un succès.

Enfin, ces élections permettent de contrebalancer 
l'hégémonie allemande au sein de l'UE en général. 
L'Union chrétienne-démocrate de l'Allemagne (CDU) 
a été affaiblie et les Verts du pays se sont renforcés. 
Quant à lui, Macron aura beaucoup plus de facilité à 
collaborer avec les Verts sur la réforme de la zone 
euro, surtout s'ils finissent par rejoindre un nouveau 
gouvernement de coalition allemand.

Prises ensemble, ces considérations post-
électorales dressent un tableau plutôt positif pour 
Macron. La question est maintenant de savoir s'il 
peut utiliser sa force au niveau de l'UE pour 
renforcer sa position nationale. Cela ne va pas se 
produire automatiquement. Avec la chute de la 
droite française, on peut être tenté de positionner 
La République en marche ! comme un nouveau point 
de ralliement pour les électeurs français de droite. 
Mais si cet argument peut séduire le 16ème 
arrondissement bourgeois de Paris, il serait faux d'y 
souscrire de manière générale. Au lieu de cela, 
Macron doit s'assurer de regagner une plus grande 
part de la gauche fragmentée, en particulier chez 
les électeurs qui ont rejoint le Rassemblement 
National.

Dans l'état actuel des choses, la base de La 
République en marche ! se limite toujours aux « 
gagnants » de la mondialisation. Les électeurs 
ruraux, les laissés pour compte et les personnes 
économiquement vulnérables restent dans le camp 
du Rassemblement National. Pour les convaincre, 
Macron devra réduire la polarisation entre les deux 
partis.

FrançaisFrançais

e s  é l e c t i o n s  
s é n a t o r i a l e  e t  Llégislative partielles 

du comté de Montserrado 
pourraient ne pas avoir lieu 
à la date prévue, à en juger 
par la déclaration du 
président de la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC), 
Jérôme George Korkoya, qui 
a évoqué un certain nombre 
de difficultés auxquelles est 
confronté l’organe.
 S e l o n  c e r t a i n e s  
informations, les élections 
partielles pourraient être 
reportées au 22 juillet 2019. 
Lors d’un entretien au 
téléphone avec le NewDawn 
mercredi matin à Monrovia, 
le président Korkoya a 
déclaré que la commission 
électorale est confrontée à 
des problèmes internes 
provoquant un retard dans 
la mise en œuvre des 
activités conformément au 
chronogramme électoral 
établi pour garantir des 

é l e c t i o n s  p a r t i e l l e s  
transparentes et optimales.
L e s  d e u x  é l e c t i o n s  
partielles font suite aux 
décès de la regrettée 
sénatrice Geraldine Doe - 
S hé r i f  du  comté  de  
Montserrado, suite à une 
maladie, et du représentant 
du district 15, Adolph 
Lawrence, dans un accident 
de circulation.
 Selon le Président Korkoya, 
l’une des périodesclés qui 
auraient dû être respectées 
avant les élections est la 
pé r i ode  impa r t i e  au  
remplacement des cartes 
d’électeurs perdues et 
e n d o m m a g é e s . I l  a  
expliquéque cet exercice 
aurait dû avoir lieu du 20 au 
25 mai, mais la commission 
n’a pas été en mesure de le 
faire à ce jour en raison de 
c e r t a i n s  p r o b l è m e s  
internes.
 Une autre période clé qui 
approche est celle de la 

campagne électorale qui 
devrait avoir lieu du 4 au 30 
juin. Me Korkoyaa révéléen 
outre que la Commission n’a 
encore qualifié aucun 
candidat aux élections, ce 
qui complique encore un 
peu la tâche de la date 
prévue par la Commission.
 La liste provisoire des 
candidats intéressés a déjà 
été publié, mais le conseil 
des commissaires n'est pas 
encore parvenu à qualifier 
qui que ce soit.
 Selon lui, le gouvernement 
libérien s'est engagé à 
mettre à la disposition de la 
commission électorale tous 
les fonds nécessaires à la 
tenue des élections. Le 
patron de la commission 
électorale a tenu à préciser 
que ces élections ne sont 
soutenues  par  aucun 
partenaire international. 
E l l e s  s o n t  p l u t ô t  
entièrement financées par 

les contribuables libériens.
 Il tient à précisesen outre 
que le retard accusé jusque-
là n’est pas dû à une 
question de financement, 
ajoutant que le conseil des 
commissaires discute d’un 
c e r t a i n  n o m b r e  d e  
questions qui sont sur le 
point d'être résolues.
En ce qui concerne le 
lancement de la campagne 
électorale de la Coalition 
pou r  l e  c hangemen t  
démocratique (CDC) au 
p o u v o i r,  M e Ko r k o y a a  
indiqué que la NEC n’a 
e n c o r e  r e ç u  a u c u n e  
communication à ce sujet, 
avant d’ajouter qu'il est 
i m p o s s i b l e  p o u r  l a  
Commission électorale 
nationale d’établir un 
calendrier des activités 
politiques des candidats car 
elle n’a encore qualifié 
aucun candidat.
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Pourquoi les élections européennes 
ont été une victoire pour Macron

Par Zaki Laïdi

Les élections partielles risquent d’être 
retardées, s’inquiète le patron de la NEC
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h e  c u l t u r e  o f  
Monrovia has two Tdistinct roots: the 

Southern US heritage of the 
freed Americo-Liberian 
slaves and the ancient African 
d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  
indigenous people and 
migratory tribes. 

Most former Americans 
belonged to the Masonic 
Order of Liberia, outlawed 
since 1980, but originally 
playing a huge part in the 
nation’s politics. Settlers 
brought skil ls such as 
embroidery and quilting with 
them, which both now are 

ancient rituals are reflected in 
the unusually intricate carving 
style, and modern Liberian 
artists are finding fame 
outside the country. 

Dance here is a valued 
heritage, with the Liberian 
National Culture Troupe giving 
performances both in the 
country and overseas based on 
traditional themes. The 
gradual integration of all 
Liberia’s ethnic groups has 
given rise to a renewed 
interest in its tribal culture as 
a reminder of the diverse roots 
of the country’s rich heritage.

firmly embedded in the 
national culture.

The haunting slave music 
and songs of the American 
South with ancient African 
rhythms and harmonies  
blended well with indigenous 
musical traditions of the 
region.

T h e  d i v e r s e  t r i b a l  
ethnicities making up the 
population of Liberia today 
have all added to the richness 
of cultural life in the country. 
Christian music is popular, with 
hymns sung a-capella in the 
i c o n i c  A f r i c a n  s t y l e .  
Spirituality and the region’s 

With Ben Polee Wesee

culture & entertainment 

ddie Samuel Obong 
Watson, Jr. (born May E2 2 ,  1 9 8 0 )  i s  a  

Liberian-born Ghanaian actor 
and producer. He received his 
first Ghanaian Movie Award in 
2014 for the film Ebola, which 
he wrote, directed and 
produced. 

Watson's professional 
acting career started in 2010 
with Labour of Love. He later 
went on the same year to star 
in the African war movie, 

Somewhere in Africa, where he had a supporting role. Costar Majid 
Michel suggested Watson to the director, Frank Rajah, for the role 
of a new character being introduced in the sequel 4Play Reloaded 
of the already popular 4Play by Venus Films. His supporting role in 
Frank Rajah’s Somewhere in Africa earned him a nomination at the 
Nollywood & African Films Critics Awards (NAFCA). 

The following year, Watson had roles in movies like A Reason to 
Kill,  Single Six, and by 2011 the actor has made his first move into 
Nollywood when he starred alongside Queen Nwokoye in 
Desperate Heart. With movies like Single and Married in 2012, 
House of Gold, Letters to My Mother and Purple Rose in 2013, the 
actor soon became a house-hold name in African entertainment. 

2014 was a bitter-sweet year for Watson: West Africa and 
Watson's home country, Liberia, was one of the worst affected 
countries from the Ebola virus. He wrote, produced and directed 
the short film, Ebola.

 The year also brought many nominations for the actor for 
different roles in films such as Bachelors, Sister at War and Purple 
Rose. And for the first time he was nominated in two different 
categories for the Ghana Movie Award (Best Actor in Lead Role for 
Bachelors and Best Short Film for Ebola, which he won). The actor 
has now produced two major movies; Jack & Jill and She Prayed. 
On Saturday, December 5, 2015, Eddie Watson premiered She 
Prayed in Sierra Leone with support from some of the cast and 
other African movie stars, including Majid Michel, Beverly Osu and 
Melvin Oduah. The screening of She Prayed is said to be the biggest 
show in all the premieres and all international shows in 2015 in 
Sierra Leone. The movie banked an impressive 98% hold of its 
premiere rating. 

Watson's documentary film "Ebola" was one of his humanitarian 
efforts after the outbreak hit West Africa in 2014. The film was 
meant to educate people in areas affected by the disease. The film 
was totally financed by Eddie Watson himself and was distributed 
to most media houses in countries affected plus others in the 
region of publication and also throughout the internet without a 
single charge from the actor. He launched the “We Need Help-
Ebola Campaign” the same year the film was shot with the Twitter 
hashtag #WeNeedHelpEbola. The Ebola documentary film starred 
some popular faces in Ghana’s movie and music industries 
including Yvonne Nelson and Sarkodie and more. Later that year, 
the film went on to win Best Short Film Movie at the Ghana Movie 
Awards (GMA). 

iberia is known for its spectacular 
traditions, rustic culture, and delicious Lcuisine. The foods and flavors of this 

country are different in such sense that they are 
special in their own sweet, spicy ways and are 
internationally popular.

Palava – Chunks of Smoked Meat or Fish in Spicy-
hot Soup

 Also known as Palaver sauce, Palava sauce, 
Plasas, Kontonmire, Kentumere, Nkontommire and 
pla’sas, this dish is basically a stew widely consumed 
throughout the country. It is prepared with any kind 
of meat including chicken, beef, pork, chevon, 
mutton, or even fish, shrimps, assorted spices, and 
vegetables. It is served along with white rice.

The dish has a hot and spicy taste. Since the meat 
or fish is often smoked and then simmered, the gravy 
has a typical smoky flavor.

Jollof Rice, a favorite one-pot spicy rice dish 
common among urban families 

Rice cooked in tomatoes, tomato paste, onions, 
salt, spices and chili peppers. Optionally, vegetarian 
and/or non-vegetarian ingredients such as beans, 
carrots, cassava, meats, or fish are also added.

tangy when eaten with the dipping.
Liberian Chicken Gravy – spiced-up chicken with seafood
African stewed chicken with different kinds of flavor, chicken, and 

seafood.
The fantastic taste of chicken, fish, and shrimp will numb your 

senses, however, the flavors of bell pepper and herbs play the real 
magic in this dish.

Fried Eggplant – Eggplant stir-fried with meat
Diced eggplants pan-fried with assorted meat and shrimps, along 

with different hot spices. It is best served with rice. The dish is oily 
that releases the exotic aroma of meat and shrimps together with 
African spices.

Chicken Peanut Soup, a main course African dish
Simmer-cooked gravy made with chicken broth, crushed tomatoes, 

peanut butter, peanuts, coriander, and cayenne.
The combined flavor of all the Liberian spices mixed with the 

exotic aroma of chicken broth and herbs will make you lick your 
fingers.

The style, ingredients, and tradition of cooking in Liberia are much 
different from other cuisines of the world. Interestingly, a typical 
Liberian lunch or dinner usually includes fufu served with palm butter 
and palava sauce, meat stew, jollof rice, and soup, while ginger beer is 
consumed along with the meal.

Has a sour and spicy taste due to the presence of 
chilly and tomatoes. Flavors are enhanced with the 
addition of fish, meat, etc.

Liberian Palm Butter Soup - traced among 
southeasterners 

This is a meat dish (usually cooked with chicken 
and ham) and typically made by boiling and grinding 
palm nuts, and then cooked with pepper, dried fish, 
okra, and many other spices and seasonings. Though 
it is a delicacy of the African ‘Kru’ tribe, it is 
widespread throughout the country. This extremely 
spicy dish is oily and is pretty hot in taste.

Fufu – A Staple Liberian Meal & Breakfast Finger 
Food

Fufu is an indispensable side dish, popular 
equally at home, as a street food and even for 
Thanksgiving dinner. This is something similar to 
bread or pancakes, usually made from a dough of 
cassava and plantain, and is a medium for eating the 
main dish with.

Fufu is a little bit sticky and has a mild salty taste.
Liberian Potato Greens – traditionally spicy 

sweet-potato-greens
Fried and curried sweet potato leaves cooked 

with meat or chicken and eaten with steamed rice. 
Alternately, sweet potato leaf is often replaced with 
cassava leaf as well.

It has a characteristic flavor of spicy-curried 
sweet potato leaves, in addition to meat (if added).

Liberian GB (Geebee) Soup – Spicy Main Course 
Meat Gravy

Often served as a delicious party food at 
weddings, this is yet another thick-gravy non-
vegetarian dish cooked with lots of flavorful 
ingredients to be eaten with rice or fufu.

There is a subtle, creamy taste with the aroma of 
meat and African spices.

Liberian Pepper Kala – deep-fried dumplings
Dumplings deep fried in oil and served with a 

spicy dipping.
Kala has a crispy texture on its own, and tastes 

Personality of the WeekLiberia’s cultural 
root at a glance 

Liberian Foods
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indicating that the elections 
will be solely sponsored by the 
Liberian people’s taxes.

But he clarifies that the 
delay is not about funding not 
forthcoming. Instead, Cllr. 
Korkoya says there are some 
issues that the Board of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  
Commission are discussing and 
they are near conclusion. 

Commenting on the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) selecting a day 
to  launch  i t s  po l i t i ca l  
campaign, Cllr. Korkoya 
explains that the NEC is yet to 
receive any communication to 
that effect.  

He adds that it is impossible 
for the National Elections 
Commission to come with 
timetable for the holding of 
political campaigns because 
there is no qualified candidate 
yet.

There are seven persons 
aspiring for the Montserrado 
senatorial seat, including 
ruling CDC’s PualitaWie; 
opposition Liberty Party (LP’s) 
Abraham Darious Dillon; Mr. 
Kimmie Weeks and Miata 
Fahnbulleh, independent 
candidates, among others.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

commission is unable to 
conduct that exercise up to 
present due to some internal 
challenges at the Commission. 

Another key date that is 
nearing is the commencement 
of political campaign which is 
expected to start on June 4 to 
30, Cllr. Korkoya explains 
further.Additionally, Cllr. 
Korkoya reveals that the 
Commission is yet to qualify 
anyone as candidate for the 
elections, making it a little 
difficult again to commence on 
the date as scheduled by the 
Commission. 

The NEC Boss explains that 
the Commission has only 
released provisional listing of 
interested candidates but the 
Board of Commissioners has 
not reached the conclusion of 
qualifying anyone yet. 

In the midst of these 
challenges cited, Cllr. Korkoya 
however explains that the 
Liberian government has 
pledged its unflinching support 
in providing the necessary 
funding for the holding of the 
elections.  

He tells this paper that 
international partners do not 
support smaller elections 
conducted by the NEC, 

here are indications 
h e r e  t h a t  t h e  TMontserrado County 

S e n a t o r i a l  a n d  
Representative by-elections 
might be delayed, judging 
from a number of challenges 
that are being cited by 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) Chair Cllr. 
Jerome George Korkoya. 

There are reports that the 
by - elections could be 
postponed to July 22, 2019. 

Speaking to the NewDawn 
Wednesday morning, 29 May 
via mobile phone in Monrovia, 
Chairman Korkoya narrated 
that the nation’s electoral 
house is faced with some 
internal problems that have 
caused the commission to 
delay a little in implementing 
some of activities in line with 
the calendar of events 
leading to the successful  
holding of the by - elections. 

The two by-elections are 
caused by the deaths of late 

onflicting accounts 
from Liberia’s Police CInspector General 

Col. Patrick Sudue and the 
June 7 protest chief mobilizer 
Henry Costa clearly indicate 
that the authorities here and 
the protesters are yet to 
reach clear consensus on 
what will be the security 
protocol during the protest.

Addressing a community 
p o l i c i n g  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
meeting in Paynesville, 
outside Monrovia Thursday, 
30 May Inspector General 
Sudue sounded a caveat that 
there will be no march on 
June 7, in contrast to Council 
of Patriots (COP) mobilizer 
Henry Costa’s previous claim 
that protesters will gather on 
Capitol Hill where the 
Legislature, Executive and 
Jud ic ia ry  branches  o f  
government sit to present 
their petition.

T h e  C O P  r e j e c t s  

that should have been 
achieved before the holding of 
the elections is replacement of 
lost and damaged voters’ 
cards.He explains that this 
exercise should have started 
since May 20 to 25, but the 

assembly. [Did] we march to 
come here?” Col. Sudue asks 
rhetorically as the crowd 
responds to him: “No.”

“Fine, that’s what they call 
assembly,” he says, and 
explains further that march is 
only done for instance, from 
Duala or Gbarnga to Monrovia 
when people are engaged in a 
protest march.

But in peaceful assembly, he 
also suggests that those 
involved agree to meet at a 
certain location at a particular 
time.

“ S o  u n d e r  t h e  l a w,  
everybody’s rights will be 
respected on June 7. We’ll 
ensure that we’ll maintain the 
peace, this is why we call you 
people here for y’all to help us 
for us to find remedy to sustain 
our peace,” he says.

“So, those that will go to 
march, the government has 
given you your space. But you 
should be … peaceful,” Col. 
Sudue cautions.

The police chief emphasizes 
that the crafters of the 
Constitution did not say people 
should assemble in violence, 
but they call for peaceful and 
orderly assembly.

According to him, the 
crafters of the June 7 protest 
say they are operating under 
the ambience of the law, citing 
Article 17 of the Liberian 
Constitution as their reliance.

But while the protesters are 
relying on Article 17 for their 
assembly on June 7, Col. Sudue 
suggests that Article 13 of the 
Constitution also guarantees 
the right of free movement for 
those that may not form part of 
the protest.

On the basis of Article 13, he 
warns protesters not to stop 
the movement of others that 

Montserrado County Sen. 
Geraldine Doe - Sheriff 
following illness and District 
#15 Rep. Adolph Lawrence in a 
car crash. 

According to Chairman 
Korkoya, one of the key dates 

suggestion to be confined at 
the Antoinette Tubman 
Stadium on UN Drive to 
present its petition to 
government.

According to the protest 
planners, in presenting their 
petition on June 7, they will 
demand immediate actions 
from President George Manneh 
Weah, and that failure to act 
accordingly, they will return in 
the streets beginning Monday, 
10 June to continuously 
protest until their demands 
are met.

But Col. Sudue gives 
different narratives here, 
insisting that there will be no 
marching on June 7, vowing at 
the community policing 
meeting that everybody’s 
rights will be respected under 
the law.

“Nobody marching; nobody 
marching. Article 17 says 
peaceful assembly. Assembly 
means, the way all of us 
gathered here today, that’s 

may want to go about their 
normal businesses either to the 
market or on the farm.

“Because the law says 
where your right ends, it’s 
where another man’s right 
begins,” says Sudue. 

Regarding the stakeholders 
c o m m u n i t y  p o l i c i n g  
engagement, Col. Sudue 
explains that the consultation 
is called to talk to the youth, 
fathers, mothers, community 
heads, watch forum leaders 
and children to stop violence.

He announces that the 
gathering will be broken into 
groups, based on districts, to 
try to find answers to what has 
been the cause for young 
people to be violent. 

Ideas derived will be 
documented by a secretariat  
after which stakeholders from 
the 17 districts of Montserrado 
County and the police will sign 
a document that the police will 
use as a working document to 
checkmate  the  va r ious  
communities, Col. Sudue says.

He further announces that 
this program will be extended 
to the various counties here, 
while follow - ups will be done 
in  the  17  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
Montserrado to get feedback 
and ensure that what has been 
signed is being adhered to.

He pleads with young 
people to say no to violence 
because violence is not the 
answer.

Also speaking, Mr. John D. 
Allen, a Justice Ministry 
Security Consultant and proxy 
of Minister Musa Dean urges 
Liberians to always be mindful 
that Liberia is all they have and 
to uphold it dearly to their 
heart.

Mr. Allen warns that if 
something happens, most of 
the citizens here might not be 
able to get out of the country, 
while those who encourage 
violence might get their 
families out.

To prevent harboring 
criminals, Deputy Immigration 
Commissioner Col. Asatu Bah 
Kanneh admonishes property 
owners to ensure that before 
accepting new tenants, they 
get recommendations from 
leaders in tenants’ previous 
communities to know why they 
are relocating and their source 
of income.

She observes that landlords 
are often concerned about 
collecting rentals without a 
background check on those 
they rent their properties to, 
regardless of the risk of 
accepting troublemakers into 
their community.

The meeting brought 
together police authorities, 
international partners, and 
leaders of Montserrado’s 17 
districts, watch fora and 
others. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne
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By-elections might delay
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Police, protesters in disagreement 
By Winston W. Parley
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e d u c a t i o n a l  s e c t o r  a s  
projected in the Report, which 
indicates that in Liberia, 
between ages 10 and 24 years, 
72 percent males and 64 
percent females are literate.

She adds that the Report 
also states that the health 
sector here is still seriously 
challenged with infant and 
maternal mortality rates still 
high and that 31 percent of 
girls between ages 15 and 19 
e x p e r i e n c e  t e e n a g e  
pregnancies.

“These statistics are quite 
disturbing, leading one to 
believe that in spite of all that 
had been done over the years 
to reduce these numbers; that 
much, much more needs to be 
done; permit me to include 
that I am further disturbed that 
the UNFPA Liberian section of 
the report did not include 
statistics on sexual and gender 

International Conference on 
Population Development 
( I C P D )  a n d  t h e  5 0 t h  
celebration of the United 
Nations Population Fund, 
which coincides with the 

Morocco is the first guest, 
outside of West Africa.

This year’s finals will be 
separated into cup and plate 
formats, with each team 
playing a minimum of two 
matches. 

Hosts Senegal will take on 
Guinea Bissau in the opening 
match while defending 
champions Ghana will meet 
Gambia on 28 September to be 
followed by the remaining 
matches. The quarter-finals of 
the cup and plate ties will take 
place from 3-6 October with 
the semis occurring from 8-9 
October.  

The plate-final will be held 
on 12 October and the cup-
final on 13 October.

based violence”, the Vice 
President notes.

The State of the World 
Population at 2019 is 7.71 
billion.  This year’s Report is on 
theme, “Unfinished Business” 

Vice Pres ident Taylor  
underscores that it’s time for 
reflection and resolutions  and 
to take stock of successes and 
c h a l l e n g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  
strengthen resolve to set goals 
for the future; as UNFPA marks 
a new beginning and roll out a 
new strategic plan. 

She quotes Dr. Kanem as 
saying UNFPA has reached more 
than 33 million women and over 
1.6 million adolescents and 
young people with sexual and 
reproductive health services, 
while tackling gender based 
violence worldwide.

Contraceptives provided by 
UNFPA have potential to aver
t an estimated 
30,800 maternal 
d e a t h s ,  1 1 . 6  

formal launch of State of the 
World Population Report 2019 
here, Madam Taylor notes that 
being a gender advocate 
herself, she is concerned about 
the status of  L iber ia’s  

iberia is due to meet 
M o r o c c o  o n  2 9  LSeptember in the 

2019 West African Football 
Union (Wafu) Nations Cup in 
Senegal.

The draw took place at 
the Radisson Blu Sea Plaza 
Hotel in Dakar on 29 May.

The second expanded 
edition will run from 28 
September to 13 October at 
the Stade Lat Dior in Thies.  

Morocco replaces Sierra 
Leone, who was banned by 
Fifa in October 2018 over 
governmental interference 
in the running of the football 
association.  

ice President Jewel 
Howard Taylor calls Vfor more robust 

gender equality regime now 
than ever before in Liberia, 
urging both government and 
international partners to look 
at specific plans that would 
lead to taking a more critical 
look at the entire educational 
system of Liberia.

Vice President Taylor also 
stresses a need to inculcate a 
new educational regime by 
finding new sources of 
funding for higher levels 
investment in education to 
creating an enlightened 
population, which she notes, 
is a sine qua non to the 
growth and development the 
country so urgently needs.

Speaking at the joint 
celebration of the 25th  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  

-as UNFPA turns 50; launches State of World Population Report 2019 
By Ben P. Wesee
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Liberia to face Morocco in 2019 Wafu Nations Cup finals
By Sally Gaye
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