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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

enya's government 
has ordered a group Kof 76 refugees to 

return to a camp they had 
fled after some of them 
faced homophobic attacks, 
a UN agency says.

Police with guns escorted 
the group on to buses on 
Wednesday night, photos 
sent to the BBC by the 
refugees show.

The group had been living 
i n  t e m p o r a r y  
accommodation in the 
capital, Nairobi, after 
fleeing the refugee camp.

Gay sex is illegal in Kenya 
and the countries where the 
refugees  come f rom,  
including Burundi and 
Uganda.

Last month Kenya's High 
C o u r t  u p h e l d  a  l a w  
criminalising gay sex.

In a statement, the UN 
refugee agency said the 
Kenyan government had 
decided to send the group, 
which includes LGBT people 
and children, to the Kakuma 
camp in north-western 

Kenya.
The government is quoted 

by the UN as saying that 
refugees "should be living in 
camps and, if they reside 
outside of camps, it should be 
w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  
documentation".

The UN said it would 
protect the group in the 
camp.

Tens of thousands of 
people live in the camp. Most 
of them fled conflict and 
drought in countries such as 
South Sudan and Somalia.-

i g e r ' s  d e f e n c e  
m i n i s t r y  h a s  Nannounced that 18 

Islamic State (IS) militants 
have been killed in a joint 
operation by US, French and 
Nigerien troops.

Five others were also 
taken prisoner during a 12-
day operation in TongoTongo, 
near Niger's border with Mali 
in the north, it said.

The troops had been 

igerian President 
MuhammaduBuhari Nappointed a new 

head of the country's under-
performing oil company on 
Thursday, amid plans to 
resume searching for oil in 
Lake Chad, an area wracked 
b y  t h e  B o k o  H a r a m  
insurgency.

MeleKoloKyari, a geologist 
f r o m  t h e  v o l a t i l e  
northeastern Borno state, 
will take over as group 
managing director of the 
state-run Nigerian National 
Petro leum Corporat ion  
(NNPC) from MaikantiBaru, 
who was appointed in 2016, 
the company said in a 
statement.

Seven other senior officials 
were also appointed to head 

overnment troops 
have stepped up Gsecurity in the Koro 

district of central Mali after a 
suspected jihadist attack 
killed 41 people this week, 
AFP news agency reports.

The government believes 
the attacks were carried out 
by members of the Fulani 
community against ethnic 
Dogons.

It was the latest in a series 
of inter-communal attacks in 
recent months.

Ethnic tensions in central 
Mali have surged after a 
jihadist group led by preacher 
AmadouKoufa emerged in 
2015, recruiting mainly from 
among the Fulani.

Clashes have increased 
with Dogon and Bambara 

targeting a group implicated in 
an ambush that killed 28 
Nigerien soldiers last month, 
the ministry added.

"Important material" was 
also recovered, including 
military "equipment" stolen by 
IS members after the ambush, 
i t  s a i d . I n  a  s e p a r a t e  
statement, France confirmed 
the operation but did not 
mention US involvement and 
said Malian troops had taken 

NNPC's subsidiaries.
U n t i l  h i s  n e w  

appointment Kyari, 54, was 
group general manager of 
the NNPC's  crude oi l  
marketing division and has 
represented Nigeria in the 
OPEC oil cartel since May 
2018.

Buhari, who was re-
elected for another four 
year-term in February, has 
vowed to reform the NNPC, 
which has for years been 
beset by inefficiency and 
corruption.

Proposed legislation to 
overhaul the company has 
been stuck in parliament 
since 2012 because of 
disagreements with some of 
i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  b y  
stakeholders.-AFP

groups who have formed 
their own militias.

P r e s i d e n t  I b r a h i m  
Boubacar Keita has called 
for an end to violence, but 
has been criticised for 
failing to curb it.-BBC

part.The US has not yet made 
any public comment.

The area is close to a major 
training camp where Nigerien 
soldiers are trained to work in 
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s '  
peacekeeping force in Mali.

The country has been 
wracked by internal violence 
in recent years, spurred by an 
Islamist insurgent throughout 
the poor, sparsely populated 
deserts of West Africa's Sahel.-
BBC
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Gay refugees sent back to 
‘homophobic Kenya camp’

Image copyrightEPA: Protests have been held in Kenya's 
capital to show support for the LGBT refugees

Image copyrightEPA: Protests have been held in Kenya's 
capital to show support for the LGBT refugees

IS militants 'killed by 
Niger and foreign forces’

Nigeria names new head 
for state-run oil company

Nigeria is looking to revive its search for oil in the country's 
conflict-riven northeast (AFP Photo/PIUS UTOMI EKPEI)

Image caption: The country has been wracked by internal 
violence in recent years, spurred by an Islamist insurgency
Image caption: The country has been wracked by internal 
violence in recent years, spurred by an Islamist insurgency

Mali tightens security 
after massacre
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EditorialEditorial

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.  www.project-syndicate.org

OKYO – What do French President 
Emmanuel Macron and Japanese Prime TMinister Shinzo Abe have in common? For 

one thing, they both believe that, by stroking US 
President Donald Trump’s fragile ego, they can 
coax him into maintaining the traditional 
alliances that he has proved all too willing to 
abandon. But, while America’s narcissist-in-chief 
is undoubtedly susceptible to flattery, there are 
limits to this approach.

Macron is already learning this. The “friendship 
tree” that he gave to Trump last year – which the 
leaders and their wives planted in the White 
House lawn – is now dead. It is an apt metaphor.

But Abe’s charm offensive is still in full swing. 
The first world leader to meet with Trump after 
his election victory in 2016, Abe returned to 
Washington, DC, in April. The next month, Trump 
was in Japan, where Abe pulled out all the stops.

For example, Trump presented to a sumo 
wrestling champion the “United States 
President’s Cup,” a nearly five-foot-tall (137-
centimeter) trophy that Japan made up for the 
occasion. He also became the first foreign leader 
to be received by Emperor Naruhito. He was, in 
his own boastful words, “the guest of honor at 
the biggest event that they’ve had in over 200 
years.” 

Abe has reportedly nominated Trump for a Nobel 
Peace Prize – at the request of the US – for 
opening talks with North Korea. And he has 
offered to mediate in America’s dispute with 
Iran. (His recent visit to Tehran – where he 
reportedly asked Iran’s leaders, at Trump’s 
request, to release detained Americans – made 
clear that, even squeezed by sanctions, Iran has 
no interest in negotiating with a serial violator of 
signed agreements.)

What Trump calls an “incredible partnership” is, 
in reality, a largely one-sided relationship. But, 
for Abe, appeasing Trump is not so much a choice 
as a necessity: he must prove to Japan’s people 
and their neighbors, particularly the Chinese, 
that he knows how to keep Trump on his side.

The problem is that, no matter how hard Abe 
tries – no matter how many complimentary words 
are spoken or friendship displays are 
photographed – the US and Japan remain divided 
on the same issues as always: North Korea, the 
reliability of US security guarantees in Asia, and 
trade.

On North Korea, Trump reacts assertively to tests 
of long-range missiles, which could reach the US 
mainland, but has declared that he is 
“personally” unbothered by tests of short-range 
missiles, which could reach Japan. In contrast 
not only to Abe, but also to his own national 
security adviser, John Bolton, and acting 
secretary of defense, Patrick Shanahan, Trump 
refused to acknowledge that the short-range 
tests violated United Nations Security Council 
resolutions banning all ballistic missiles. 
“Perhaps [Kim Jong-un] wants to get attention, 
and perhaps not,” Trump said flippantly. “Who 
knows? It doesn’t matter.”

America’s withdrawal from the Middle East, after 
opening the way for Russia to gain a foothold in the 
region, has only intensified Japan’s fears for its 
own security, and not just with regard to North 
Korea. China – the world’s second-largest economy 
and home to 20% of the world’s population – may be 
a vital trade partner for its regional neighbors, but 
its aggressive, destabilizing, and largely 
unchecked actions in the East and South China Seas 
raise serious risks for the region.

Abe is well aware of Japan’s vulnerability. For 
years, he has been pushing to amend Japan’s 
pacifist constitution, in order to expand the 
mandate of the country’s Self-Defense Forces. In 
the meantime, Japan plans to spend $245 billion – 
1% of GDP – on its own defense over the next five 
years, more than France or the United Kingdom.

But, of course, that investment will not put Japan 
in any position to confront China, whose defense 
budget is more than four times larger. This leaves 
Japan with little choice but to keep trying to 
improve the odds that the US will uphold its 
commitments. 

Unsurprisingly, Trump has made no concessions on 
trade, either. On the contrary, he complains that 
the US has an “unbelievably large” trade deficit 
vis-à-vis Japan, and has threatened – invoking 
national security concerns – to raise tariffs on US 
imports of Japanese automobiles.

Such a move would hurt Japan far more than the 
steel and aluminum tariffs Trump imposed last 
year; in fact, it would probably send Japan into 
recession. Such an outcome would be all the more 
likely in view of the Trump administration’s 
pushback against the Bank of Japan’s expansionary 
monetary policies, which it insists are unfairly 
driving down the yen’s value.

Japan’s plans to purchase 105 F-35 fighter jets 
from the US will go some way toward reducing 
Japan’s trade surplus with the US, and thus 
potentially help to persuade Trump not to follow 
through with the auto tariffs. But the truth, as 
Japanese Finance Minister Taro Aso recently 
observed, is that as long as the US does not produce 
the goods it consumes at competitive prices, 
tariffs on one country will merely shift its deficit to 
other trading partners.

For Trump, however, tariffs are not logical. Rather, 
they are a knee-jerk reaction to any disagreement 
or challenge. Nowhere is that more apparent than 
in his threats to slap tariffs on US imports from 
Mexico, unless the country’s government curbs 
illegal immigration to the US – a move so reckless 
that even Senate Republicans, who have been all 
too willing to fall in line behind Trump, publicly 
oppose it.

Trump did make one small concession to Abe: a 
trade deal will be reached only after Japan’s 
parliamentary elections next month. But while this 
may ease pressure on Abe in the immediate term, 
it is cold comfort coming from a US administration 
as fickle and self-serving as Trump’s.

For Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, appeasing US President 
Donald Trump is not so much a choice as a necessity: he must prove to 
Japan’s people and their neighbors, particularly the Chinese, that 
he knows how to keep Trump on his side. But Abe's strategy won't 
work with a US administration as fickle and self-serving as Trump’s.

DESPITE A 45-DAY delay requested by President George 
Manneh Weah in submitting the 2019-2020 draft National 
Budget to the 54th Legislature, the national financial 
instrument still languishes at the Executive, for unexplained 
reasons.   

IN HIS COMMUNICATION dated April 23, 2019, President Weah 
asked for a 45-day extension of the deadline for the submission 
of the 2019-2020 budget from April 30th to June 15, 2019, 
citing the Public Financial Management (PFM) Reform Law, 
which mandates the Executive, through the Ministry of Finance 
and Development Planning, to present the National Budget to 
the House of Representatives on 30th  April each year for the 
purpose of through scrutiny by both the House and the Senate 
before approval.  

WITH THE 45-DAY delay, the budget was expected to have 
been submitted by the Executive on Monday, 17 June but it 
failed to do so accordingly, for the second time, leaving both 
lawmakers and spending institutions in suspense as to when it 
would land at the First Branch of Government for proper 
analysis.

WE ARE AFRAID that persistent delay by the Executive could 
lead to a 4G passage of the budget by the Legislature, which 
should rather scrutinize the document, particularly 
performance reports of ministries and agencies from the 
previous fiscal period.   In law, the budgetary cycle runs from 
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020.

CONCERN IS MOUNTING in the public about the delay, which is 
also negatively affecting public expenditure, slowing down 
various ongoing development projects, including payment of 
domestic debts.

THE EXECUTIVE MANSION thru the Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning should exert every effort necessary to 
have the budget submitted immediately to allow 
comprehensive analysis before its passage into law.

IN THE SAME vein, we call the government's attention to the 
recent IMF analysis on Liberia that stresses the to formulate 
realistic budgets and to implement a sound borrowing plan 
that ensures debt sustainability, while cautioning against non-
concessional borrowing, including progress in public financial 
management reforms to improve the quality of spending in a 
resource-constrained environment such as ours.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of Directors stresses that significant 
fiscal adjustment is needed going forward, recommending 
that efforts should focus on mobilizing domestic revenue and 
rationalizing spending, especially the wage bill, while securing 
needed space for social and capital spending.

CONTINUOUS OVERCROWDING OF the wage bill has stifled 
focus on other areas of the economy, regrettably denying key 
sectors such as Health and Education of vital support. The 
education system lacks qualities in terms of competent 
instructional staff and realistic policies.

PRESIDENT WEAH THRU the Ministry of Finance should delay 
no further in submitting the FY2019-2020 draft national budget 
to the Legislature to ensure thorough scrutiny not just for sake 
of check and balance, but transparency and accountability.

2019                              

Budget delay undermines 
accountability, transparency
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Don’t Feed the Donald

By Shlomo Ben-Ami
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LLINGE, DENMARK – New Zealand is being lauded for introducing the world’s first 
Wellbeing Budget, which aims to shift the focus from GDP toward the A“wellbeing of people.” Those with a grudge against the GDP indicator – in 

particular greens, who blame economic growth for harming the environment – see this 
as an exciting new opportunity to stop chasing dollars and start caring about people.

The pursuit of higher GDP is easy to malign. The measure was invented during the 
industrial era, and includes many things that are obviously not beneficial. As Robert F. 
Kennedy pointed out a half-century ago, GDP “counts special locks for our doors and 
the jails for the people who break them,” yet “does not allow for the health of our 
children, the quality of their education, or the joy of their play.”

Yet GDP nonetheless remains the single best indicator to guide government policies. 
Ignoring it in favor of alternative measures of wellbeing is likely to lower people’s 
overall quality of life.

True, New Zealand’s new focus on wellbeing feels right: the government will spend 
more on key priorities such as mental health, for example. But unless its entire 
economic pie grows – as reflected in higher GDP – New Zealand will have to cut back on 
other important priorities. Without more money to spend on desirable policies, only 
good intentions will remain.

GDP matters first and foremost because economic growth has lifted more than one 
billion people out of extreme, grinding poverty. One recent study of 121 countries 
showed that the average incomes of the poorest 40% of the population grew as fast as 
overall national incomes over the past four decades. Increasing GDP therefore helps 
the world’s poorest.

But GDP’s importance extends far beyond income. As countries become richer, people 
live longer, child mortality decreases, and governments can spend more on health 
care. Likewise, higher personal incomes enable people to buy good food for 
themselves and their children, and to make healthier choices in general. 

Furthermore, higher GDP helps to improve education, because countries and parents 
can afford better teachers and more educational resources, and enable children to 
remain longer in school. This is why countries with higher GDP per person generally 
score better on the United Nations Human Development Index (HDI), which measures 
longevity, education, and the standard of living.

Increases in GDP per person have dramatically reduced malnutrition around the world 
over the past three decades. Economic growth has also allowed poorer people to use 
cleaner fuel for heating and cooking, and to access infrastructure services such as 
water, sanitation, electricity, and communications.

The manifold benefits of economic growth are not limited to the world’s poorest 
countries. Richer economies, too, have further improved their HDI scores in recent 
decades as continued GDP growth allows their citizens to lead better lives.

There is even a strong correlation between GDP per person and a country’s 
environmental performance on a wide range of indicators. Indoor air pollution, for 
example, is one of the world’s biggest environmental killers, claiming millions of lives 
each year because poorer people burn dung and wood in the home. But as societies get 
richer, people can afford cleaner technology. In 1990, indoor air pollution caused 
more than 8% of all deaths worldwide; now the figure is nearly half that.

Outdoor air pollution, meanwhile, gets worse as societies leave extreme poverty – but 
then decreases markedly as higher incomes allow policies and regulations to become 
more stringent, and environmental considerations take priority over immediate 
survival concerns. Deforestation follows a similar pattern: rich countries are 
increasingly preserving forests and reforesting because of higher agricultural yields 
and changing attitudes.

Of course, different countries can spend GDP in slightly better or worse ways. For 
example, Greece scores higher on the HDI than Russia, although it has about the same 
GDP per person. But countries have only a tiny amount of leeway, because available 
resources matter so much: both Greece and Russia rank higher on the HDI than Brazil 
and China, which have lower GDP per person, and much better than Tanzania and 
Mozambique, which are even worse off.

Perhaps most important, GDP per person is very good at capturing subjective 
wellbeing, which is at the core of human welfare. When researchers compared per 
person Gross National Income (GNI, a close cousin of GDP) with five alternative 
“beyond-GDP” indices, GNI predicted subjective wellbeing better than most of the 
other measures did – and the only one that slightly outperformed it relies on a complex 
array of 50 indicators. The researchers concluded that “economic activities and the 
affluence they create actually do make life worthwhile for a huge majority of 
people.”

The truth is simple: more money buys more opportunities. New Zealand’s focus on 
wellbeing may have the best of intentions. But if GDP does not increase, the 
government will have less money for its grand schemes. And compared to what it 
could have had, the country will have less overall wellbeing, worse environmental 
performance, and weaker human capital.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Dear Father:

Um huh, the way I see things going in this village if you don’t do 
something quickly something might happen oo. The village is 
tough right now everywhere you turn zero.
My son, like seriously?

Father, da na small thing I talking here oo. This thing it na easy. 
Can you imagine some people have not taken pay for 9 months, 
businesses are breaking down-people are being forced into 
redundancy, while the prices of food are going up higher?
The place things reaching now, even the Country Giant is 
confuse. The man never expected the thing to be like this. I 
heard he growing plenty grey hair na. The thing is na easy.

Huh, the other day I heard the Country Giant just look at the 
whole thing and after stirring at the ceiling in his office, he 
told his boys to carry him to play small basketball.

You don’t mean it my son, all the way people complaining?
But Father what you want the man to dona? You think by him 
sitting down one place and counting the nails and woods in the 
ceiling will solve the village problems?

Father just so you know this village problem is far beyond him 
right now. If he minds that one that na small break down he will 
break down oo- even though, he thought is was that simple to 
handle and all the pin pon, pin pon he grew up hearing was just 
bread and butter-not knowing that fire. 

Tell me something!
Oh, that small hard this village hard right now. Sooner or later 
some of the daughters of Eves will soon start running to all the 
shrines in the village because most of the sons of Adams are 
going into retreat mode.
Hahaha, uh, hahaha, uh hahaha. Which one be retreat mode 
again na?

Oh, Father, this time the sons of Adams have put down their 
jealousy things oo, because from where things are at the 
moment, it looks like every is packing his thing-no more 
regular guy thing.

But let talk so and talk so too ya, the thing na reduce the 
jealousy rate in the village oo. This time no need for the man of 
God them to be wasting their breath on faithfulness again 
because by fire by force everybody has adopted the one man 
one wife policy and that the one the daughters of Eve like to 
hear then you can see their thirty-two teeth on nursery. 
I tire ya, fund never ends.

The other day I was just standing up to where the Country 
Giant was practicing and I overheard some of the men in blue 
uniform complaining about how their big people forced them 
to wear some kinda turtle ninjacloth gown like robot cop. The 
other one told his friends he was glad he did not wear it 
because the people spend all that money on the turtle ninja 
suit and ended up giving them $30 Uncle Sam’s money each, 
while their bosses took chunk of the money-na waoo.

Why GDP Still Matters

By Bjørn Lomborg

Lord, you need to 
do something oo
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Article        Article

n the contemporary global arena, China is rapidly 
increasing its presence in  Africa, particularly the Ifive regions of the continent, while Beijing’s  

increasing economic presence based on foreign aid, 
investments, trade, and cooperation has resulted in its 
surpassing of other great economic powers including 
America, Germany, Japan, India and France, as Africa’s 
largest trading partner.  Sino-African relations have 
since taken a more economic turn and win-win 
cooperation.  Besides economic advancement, China’s 
rise in technological capability is taking a path that is 
drastically different not only from the newly 
industrialized economies of Europe and Asia. It is driven 
by a mix of the strong will of the state, which supplies 
policies, resources, and economic forces. An Assistant 
Professor of International Relations at the University of 
Liberia Graduate School, Josephus Moses Gray offers 
insight into China successful economic power, 
technological capability and foreign aid assistance 
towards Liberia’s development.

      This article-based on qualitative analysis is aimed 
to discuss the Chinese successful trajectory, great 
economic power,  technological  capabi l i ty,  
commoditized high-tech and foreign aid towards Africa’s 
poorest nations including Liberia. Applying a theoretical 
lens that examined the major points, this article also 
focused on Beijing practical presence in Africa and its 
impact on African governments, states and people. It's 
further discusses how the Chinese investment in Africa 
overtaking the Russian Federation, European Union, 
Arab League and just stood only behind that of the 
United States of America. 

      As a result, China’s technological capabilities and 
economic forces have been given incredible momentum. 
The Chinese incredible impetus is reshaping the 
international economic structure from at least two 
aspects. The two aspects, among others, are mature 
capabilities in medium-level technology, modern 
electronics, renewable energy equipment, machinery, 
infrastructure development and modern logistics. These 
technologies which the developing world needs to 
quickly improve economic and social wellbeing are 
precisely the driving forces behind Beijing’s incredible 
momentum.  While on the other hand, China has 
advanced from the era of medium technological 
capability to a global high-tech capability. In the past 
few years, the world has witnessed how China 
commoditized high-tech including computers, 
smartphones, modern metro subways, and high-speed 
rail; yet the global power still classed China as a 
developing country.

     But with the swift rise of the overall strength of 
developing countries and the increase of South-South 
cooperation, the ties between China-Africa has 
remarkably advanced into a new platform for China and 
African countries to strengthen multilateral discussions 
for win-win cooperation. The spectacle of China in the 
contemporary global arena has been given incredible 
momentum and it presents opportunities for third world 
countries to critically follow the Chinese trajectory and 
development model.

       But what are the Chinese government unique ties 
with African states, governments and people especially 
post-war Liberia? However, one might want to know the 
impact of the Chinese economic forces, technological 
capability, commoditized high-tech and foreign aid 
assistance towards Africa’s poorest nations including 
Liberia?  In a contemporary era, China maintains a 
diplomatic relationship with 54 of the 55 African states, 
while China maintains offices of the commercial 
counselor in 40 of these countries across five regions on 
the continent. 

       China and Africa have since then become all-
weather friends that understand, support and help each 
other. China has a major diplomatic presence in Africa. 
Even though it’s still arguably, In fact, according to 
research, Beijing is more widely represented in Africa 

with missions on the ground that in the United States. 
Beijing, which has diplomatic relations with Fifty-four of 
the continent’s fifty-five countries, maintains embassies 
and diplomatic missions in 48 of African states.   

      The Chinese President, Xi Jinping, in his recent 
book title: The Governance of China, II, page 598 
paragraph two disclosed that from 1950 to 2016, China 
provided foreign countries with over RMB400 billion in 
aid, and will continue to increase assistance. According 
to him, China has contributed on average over 30 
percent of global growth each year and revealed that in 
the coming years, China is expected to importUS$8 
trillion worth of goods, attract US$600 billion in foreign 
investment, and made US$750 billion in outbound 
investment. 

      The President of China, Xi Jinping stressed in his 
address to the 2018 FOCAC that China and Africa have 
always been a community of common destiny sharing 
weal and woe, and a community of shared interests 
featuring win-win cooperation. The Chinese leader 
reiterated that traditional friendship between China and 
Africa is deeply rooted in people's hearts, and promoting 
solidarity and cooperation with African countries has 
always been the cornerstone of China's foreign policy.

     Chinese Nation Bureau of Statistics (NBS) has 
shown that China’s industrial output expanded 6.8 
percent in May 2018. Its data also showed that the 
country's GDP rose to 80 trillion yuan (about 12.3 trillion 
US dollars), over 13 million jobs were created, more 
than 700 million of which 10 million rural residents were 
lifted out of poverty. In order to encourage African 
industrialization, China also established the China-
Africa Fund for Industrial Cooperation, with a startup 
capital of $10 billion and increased the capital of $5 
billion each to the China-Africa Development Fund and 
the Special Loan for the Development of African SMEs.

        Statistics have shown that over the past 40 
years, China-Africa economic and trade cooperation has 
achieved leap-forward development, the trade volume 
between China and Africa increased more than 200 times 
from US$765 million in 1978 to over US$170 billion in 
2017. China has maintained its position as Africa’s 
largest trade partner for many years. “China’s 40 years 
of opening up have made remarkable achievements that 
have attracted the attention of the world.

     Also, the country’s share in the global economic 
growth rose from 2.7 to 16 percent; its per-capita GDP 
exceeded US$800 in 2017; in the past 40 years, a total of 
800 million Chinese are helped out of poverty which 
amounted to over 70 percent global poverty reduction. 
According to the Chinese National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS), China’s industrial output expanded 6.8 percent in 
May 2018. It data also showed that the country's GDP 
rose to 80 trillion yuan (about 12.3 trillion US dollars), 
over 13 million jobs were created, more than 700 million 
of which 10 million rural residents were lifted out of 
poverty.

      Presently, China-Liberia ties are stronger and 
positively moving ahead in a very positive way, based on 
a vision of the community of a shared future, mutual 
support and equality grounded on win-win cooperation 
and common historical struggle against imperialism and 
national independence. China gains at least short-term 
popularity by answering the request of the Liberia 
Government especially in the time of urgent need and 
long term solution to the country’s numerous 
infrastructural needs.  

     Recent trends confirm that China-Liberia relations 
are moving ahead in a very positive way, based on a 
vision of the community of a shared future, mutual 
support and equality grounded on a common historical 
struggle against imperial ism and national  
independence. A closer strategic alignment between 
China and Liberia and in areas of key focus such as 
economic cooperation will produce win-win cooperation 
for both nations.

     According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
China (2019), the main characteristics of Beijing's 

foreign policy  basic objectives center on safeguarding 
national independence and state sovereignty, and 
creating an international environment favorable to its 
reform, opening and modernization efforts,  
maintaining world peace,  friendly relations and 
cooperation,  good-neighborly and friendly relations,  
enhanced unity and cooperation with developing 
countries ,and promoting common development. 

      For Liberia, the guiding principles of foreign 
policy have been the maintenance of national security 
and the preservation of the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the country, the promotion of peace and 
harmony based on the principleof non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other states ( MOFA, 2016). The 
Chinese growing economic presence in the country, 
centered on trade, foreign aid assistance, 
industrialization, social development, and investments 
has resulted in win-win cooperation between the two 
states, governments and people, bounded by an amazing 
tie and cooperation.

        Considering Liberia’s current economic inertia, 
the right policy at the right time by the right people at 
the right place should be instituted and that those at the 
helm of various agencies and ministries of power be 
proactive, not just the office of the president by 
knocking on the doors of vibrant Chinese financial 
institutions like the Bank of China for economic growth 
and human resource and infrastructure developments. 
To achieve this goal, the right people with the requisite 
skills, experience, qualifications, and education need to 
be accorded the task and place in the rightful position of 
national duty.  

       The Chinese government has captured the 
attention of many African countries including Liberia 
due primarily to Beijing’s reasonable approaches 
towards socio-economic and infrastructural 
development, and the ways in which the Chinese 
government practices win-win diplomacy and is foreign 
aid’s policy. Beijing’s “win-win” diplomatic style has 
featured greater accommodations with several African 
countries like Liberia. 

     Beijing’s “win-win” diplomatic style has featured 
greater accommodations with several African countries 
including Liberia. Chinese government growing 
popularity in Liberia is due to the soft power approach in 
the region and the speed of which it is responding to the 
country's development needs and requests without too 
many severe conditions.

       The People's Republic of China and the Republic 
of Liberia established bilateral relations on February 17, 
1977. In 1989 Beijing broke diplomatic ties with Liberia 
after the Liberian Government signed Joint 
Communiqué with Taiwan authorities. But in August 10, 
1993, China and Liberia resumed diplomatic ties. Again 
in September 1997, the diplomatic ties broke due to 
former president Taylor's recognition of "Two Chinas". In 
October 2003, the two governments resumed diplomatic 
ties; with the Chinese Embassy in Liberia reopening in 
January 12004. Since then China remains strategic and 
true partners of Liberia.

The Impact of China-Liberia Relations & 
Cooperation: What Are the Economic Benefits?

By: Josephus Moses Gray

Assistant Professor of International Relations

TO BE CONT’D
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December 2017 in Doweta 
town, following which the two 
suspects were arrested and 
charged with murder by 
officers of the Bong County 
L iber ia  Nat ional  Pol ice 
Detachment and forwarded to 
court for trial.

Relatives and friends of the 
released suspects were very 
happy when the presiding 

Judge at the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Court Cllr. James N. 
Gilayeneh announced the 
release of the suspects based 
on a unanimous jury verdict 
which found the defendants 
innocent.Judge Gilayeneh set 
defendants Giddings and 
Sackie free when he ruled on a 
count  f i l ed  by  ju ror s ,  
requesting the court to set the 

two detainees free.The Court’s 
decision came following hours 
of closed-door deliberations by 
jurors on the evidence 
produced by both the defense 
a n d  p r o s e c u t i n g  
lawyers.According to the 12 
member jury, the deliberate 
failure of state prosecutors to 
adjudicate the case based on 
facts and evidence led to the 
action to have set free the two 
individuals.

The Judge notes that under 
the Liberian law, “a person can 
be convicted if there is 
sufficient evidence produced 
during a trial.”

In the instant case, the 
J u d g e  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  
prosecutors failed to produce 
the evidence to convict the 
accused for the crime charged.

For his part, Bong County 
Attorney Jonathan Flomo 
describes the lost as the 
beauty of the justice system in 
the country.

According to Mr. Flomo, he 
presented all the evidence he 
and his legal team had to the 
jury, yet the jury determined 
that there was no sufficient 
evidence to support the 
indictment drawn against the 
defendants.

He concludes that the 
prosecution produced nine 
witnesses in the late Franklin 
Binda case, but the jurors still 
said the evidence was not 
enough to prove.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

wo persons who 
w e r e  h e l d  i n  Td e t e n t i o n  f o r  

alleged murder have been set 
free in Gbarnga, Bong County, 
following one year six months 
in custody.

Suspects Sackie Giddings 
and Junior Sackie walked out 
from pretrial detention on 

Thursday, 20 June with smiles 
on their faces when jurors at 
the 9th Judicial Circuit Court 
set them free in the County.

The suspects were accused 
of having connection to the 
death of the late Franklin 
Binda in Doweta, Sanoyea 
District, Bong County, an 
allegation they denied.

The incident occurred in 
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Coalition Party or ALCOP.
She is the Deputy Minister 

for Internal Affairs in this 
current administration, but 
has never tested national 
elections before.

Mr. Dillon comes from the 
opposition bloc, being strongly 
supported by the Liberty Party, 

former ruling Unity Party, 
Alternative National Congress 
and the All Liberian Party.

He is spokesperson of the 
Council of Patriots, the group 
that organized the just ended 
June 07 protest, something 
that has raised his profile 
significantly besides being vice 

chairman for political affairs of 
the Liberty Party.

Prior to coming to politics, 
he served as chief of office 
staff to former Speaker Edwin 
Melvin Snowe and chief of 
office staff to former Bong 
County Senator, Vice President 
Jewel Howard Taylor.

Dillon also contested in the 
2009 Senatorial by-election 
that brought on board the late 
Senator Geraldine Doe Sherif.    

 He appears much heavier 
politically than just come, 
Paulita Wie, but Ms Wie enjoys 
support from both the ruling 
CDC and President George 
Manneh Weah, which could 
work against Dillion.

Meanwhile the rest of the 
candidates in the race, include 
Kimmie Weeks, Madam Massa 

r. Kelvin M. Bayoh, a 
former supervisor of Mthe United Nations 

Observer Mission in Liberia 
(UNOMIL) and former Garage 
Supervisor at the World Food 
Program (WFP) has joined the 
race for the Montserrado 
County Electoral District #15 
representative by-election. 

He has launched a four-day 
free medication campaign for 
hundreds of less fortunate 
residents within the district.

A bulletin from the office of 
the Goodwill Polytechnic 
School of Health Science with 
sponsorship from Mr. Bayoh 
says the team will treat sick 
people suffering from malaria, 
high blood pressure, typhoid, 
soul dressing, circumcision as 
well as family planning.

According to a treatment 
schedule released by the 
medical team, the team on 18 
June provided treatment to 
the sick at the premises of 
Radio Bushrod facility (Babylon 
Community) from 8:30 to 5:00 
PM.

Massaquoi Kanyon, Mohammed 
Dukuly and Miatta Fahnbulleh, 
all Independent Candidates, 
who are struggling to capture 
public attention despite 
political campaign already in 
full swing. The by election is 
expected to be held July 08, 
2019.

The by-election comes 
about as a result of the death of 
Senator Geraldine Doe Sherif 
from womb cancer following 
protracted illness. Doe Sherif 
won the Montserrado County 
senatorial seat on the ticket of 
the Congress for Democratic 
Change but later moved on to 
support the presidential bid of 
former Vice President Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai of the Unity 
Party. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

The exercise is expected to 
continue at the Devine Joy 
Clinic in Caldwell, New Georgia 
and at the Child Clinic situated 
at New Georgia Junction.

Mr. Bayoh is contesting as 
independent  candidate,  
seeking to replace the late 
Representative Adolph A. 
Lawrence who died in a tragic 
motor  accident on the 
Monrovia-Roberts International 
Airport Highway.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bayoh says 
when elected, he will advance 
several legislations including 
National Student Loan Bill to 
afford high school graduates 
the opportunity to obtain loan 
from government to advance 
their studies.

He also says he intends 
constructing a proposed multi-
purpose building in King Peter 
Town which was purchased 
under the stewardship of the 
late Representative Adolph A. 
Lawrence to be used as 
resource center.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

eports and views 
sampled on several Rlocal radio stations 

here suggest the pending 
M o n t s e r r a d o  C o u n t y  
Senatorial by-election is 
b e i n g  r e d u c e d  t w o  
candidates despite the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission qualifying seven 
candidates.

Views sampled put ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change or CDC’s Candidate 
Ms. Paulita Wie and Mr. 
Abraham Darious Dillon of 
four collaborating opposition 
political parties, ahead of the 
rest.   

Ms. Wie currently enjoys 
support of Coalition parties: 
National Patriotic Party, 
Liberian People Democratic 
Party and the Congress for 
D e m o c r a t i c  C h a n g e ,  
respectively, among other 
sympathizing parties such as 
National Union of Liberia or 
L I N U ,  M o v e m e n t  f o r  
Economic Empowerment or 
MOVEE and All Liberian 
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Two set free from murder charge 
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

Senatorial by-election turns two-horse race
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Former UN staff joins 
District #15 race

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Ms. Paulita Wie and Mr. Abraham Darious DillonMs. Paulita Wie and Mr. Abraham Darious Dillon



brutalized a businessman for 
arguing with the lawmaker 
(Gray).

But UP Legislative Caucus 
Chair and Montserrado County 
District #17 Rep. Hanson 
Kaizolu on Thursday, 20 June 
called on the Judiciary to 
abandon the quest to issue an 
arrest warrant against Rep. 
Kolubah.

H e  w a r n s  a g a i n s t  
politicizing the administration 
of justice here, cautioning the 

Judicial Branch of government 
against joining the current 
wave of political tension 
between the Executive and 
some  member s  o f  t he  
Legislature.

According to Rep. Kiazolu, it 
will not augur well for the 
governing process here if the 
judiciary joins the wave of 
p o l i t i c s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
Legislative and Executive 
branches of government.

Further, Rep. Kiazolu calls 

pposit ion Unity 
P a r t y  ( U P )  i s  Owarning Liberia’s 

J u d i c i a l  B r a n c h  o f  
government to abandon a 
quest to issue an arrest 
warrant against Montserrado 
County Rep. YekehKolubah, a 
vocal critic of President 
George Manneh Weah and the 
regime.

Series of attempts to 
arrest Mr. Kolubah both by 
government and former rebel 
generals have been resisted 
by  suppor te r s  o f  the  
lawmaker.

He well-armed riot police 
off icers besieged Rep. 
Kolubah’s residence in the 
week of the June 7 Save the 
State peaceful protest over 
claims that he ordered his 
private security guards to 
b e a t  a n d  i n j u r e  o n e  
Emmanuel Freeman. 

Re p .  Ko l u b a h  b e e n  
speedily indicted along with 
his supporters, but the 
prosecution here continues to 
ignore public demands to 
equally indict ruling party 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) Montserrado 
County Rep. Acarus Gray who 
also faces accusation that in 
his presence, his aide 
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funding for major activities 
including agricultural projects 
and livelihood programmes for 
sustainability of refugees and 
persons of concern as the 
country moves towards full 
local integration.

Speaking at  program 
marking World Refugee Day in 
Margibi County, he says the 
Government of Liberia and 
partners have already begun 
piloting educational and 
health transition processes of 

were sitting lawmakers.
According to Rep. Kiazolu, 

the Legislature at the time was 
firstly engaged through the 
plenary by the executive or 
judiciary before the accused 
lawmakers were turned over to 
the Judiciary for prosecution as 
a matter of procedure and 
respect for the Legislature.

In the case of Rep. Kolubah, 
armed police besieged his 
home to subject him to 
interrogation.

Unlike the approach to Rep. 
Kolubah, the ruling CDC’s Rep. 
Gray was simply invited by 
police following claims that in 
his presence, his aide had 
brutalized a businessman.The 
police continue to insist on 
radio stations that Rep. Gray 
had no involvement to the 
incident.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

and machineries are needed to 
produce [food faster], while 
challenging young people at 
the program to go into various 
areas and take initiative. 

In her presentation, Madam 
TitilopeFakuade explains that 
ICT is very exciting, adding that 
“we believe that everyone 
deserves a connected live.”For 
his part, Mr. Prince Chesson 
told students that career paths 
are threading on the line of 
technology, encouraging 
students to be involved in 
technology if they want to 
make it in the near future.

Giving an example, Mr. 
Chesson notes that technology 
is needed to operate the Mobile 
Money services which he heads 
at Lonestar MTN, saying it 
d o e s n ’ t  n e e d  i n t e r n e t  
connectivity but a short 
code.As to what Mobile Money 
has done for Liberia, Mr. 
Chesson explains further that 
over 1.6 million people have 
registered for Mobile Money in 
Liberia.According to him, MTN 
has over 5,000 agents across 
the country’s 15 counties that 
are doing Mobile Money, 500 
plus merchants accepting 
Mobile Money and close to 
400,000 plus persons actively 
d o i n g  M o b i l e  M o n e y  
transactions daily.

In counties where banks are 
n o t  o p e r a t i n g ,  M r .  
Chessonexplains that Mobile 
Money is serving the people 
there, cutting down the time, 
distance and stress it takes for 
students in public schools to 
pay their school fees, among 
others.

At the end of the program, 
students were given packages 
by the Lonestar MTN.

r e f u g e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
construction of durable 
shelters in Bahn camp, Nimba 
County. 

Director Logan notes that 
this year, LRRRC and UNHCR 
have repatriated over 400 
Ivorian refugees, though 
official voluntary repatriation 
had since ended in the country.

He says as for those 
refugees who opted for local 
integration into the Liberian 
society for reasons of fear of 
prosecution in home countries 
and other factors, the LRRRC  
and UNHCR developed a Local 
Integration Strategy in 2018 
and submitted same to the 
Board of Commissioners for 
endorsement and onward 
submission to President 
George Manneh Weah.

He notes that June 20, 2019 
is an historic epoch marking 
t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  a n d  
celebration of World refugee 
Day globally, saying, “The 
celebration this year will serve 
as a platform to raise 
awareness and promote 
solidarity among Refugees, 
Returnees and IDPs in the 
promotion and dissemination 
of information on the 
outcome of the 50th 
Anniversary of the AU 

he Government of 
Liberia appeals to Tthe United Nations 

and other donors to support 
some 9,000 Ivorian refugees 
here, including 77 mixed 
nationals and 42 asylum 
seekers.

The Liberia Refugee 
R e p a t r i a t i o n  a n d  
Resettlement Commission 
(LRRRC) executive director 
Festus R.B. Logan seeks 

says it has come to the 
attention of the UP and 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) Legislative Caucuses 
that Rep. Kolubah has been 
pursued by the Judicial branch 
to be issued an arrest warrant 
on charges levied against him 
by the Liberia National Police 
(LNP).He adds that as much as 
they do not support the mal-
handling or brutality by any 
official of government against 
peaceful citizens, they caution 
that the procedures or process 
that will lead to the indictment 
of any sitting lawmaker be duly 
followed as a matter of 
precedent.

Rep. Kiazolu recalls that as 
members of the Legislature, 
former Senator Roland Karn of 
Margibi County and Rep. 
Emmanuel Willie of Grand 
Gedeh were both accused of 
felonious offenses while they 

has already begun helping to 
ensure that young people are 
prepared for that.

“So in order for us to have 
that happen, as part of 21 Days 
of y’ello Care, the thing that 
I’m most happy about is that 
today is … career day,” she 
says.Madam Ofodile expresses 
hope that at the end of the 
interaction with the students, 
they are going to walk away 
better informed and armed 
with knowledge on how to 
prepare their resume and know 
what to do when they are 
called for a job interview.

She explains that the 21 
Days of y’ello Care is an 
opportunity for MTN to give 
back to the communities it 
serves for 21 days in June every 
year.As part of the campaign 
this year, Madam Ofodile 
narrates that MTN went to 
G.W. Gibson High School in 
Mon ro v i a  a n d  t h e n  t o  
Buchanan, Grand Bassa County 
and Ganta, Nimba County, 
teaching students how to get 
online, set up emails, and how 
to use social media for 
business.

Additionally, she says 
Lonestar Cell MTN also painted 
some of the schools in the 
cities visited.

SMART Liberia’s Marvin R. 
Tarawally, Lonestar Cell MTN 
Acting Head of Mobile Money 
Services Mr. Prince Chesson and 
Madam TitilopeFakuade served 
as panelists at the program.In 
his presentation, Mr. Marvin R. 
Tarawallysaid young people are 
needed to go into agriculture 
a n d  f i g u r e  o u t  w h a t  
innovations they can make that 
can help people process food 
faster.

According to him, engineers 
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Lonestar MTN exposes
Starts from back page

By Bridgett Milton

Judiciary warned against Yekeh Kolubah's arrest

Liberia seeks support for 
9,000 foreign refugees

 LRRRC Executive Director Rev. Festus R.B. Logan LRRRC Executive Director Rev. Festus R.B. Logan

By Lewis S. Teh 
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Banque mondiale reste 
déterminé à soutenir le 
Libéria. Il a exprimé la 
volonté de la Banque de 
t r a v a i l l e r  a v e c  l e  
gouvernement libérien à la 
révision de certains accords 
de concession. Il a également 
souligné l’importance du 
projet de gestion des actifs du 
c o r r i d o r  d u  s u d - e s t  
(SECRAMP), tout en se disant 
convaincu que la Banque 
mondiale veilleraà ce que le 
projet devienne une réalité.

 « Nous allons vous aider, 
vous et le peuple libérien, 
afin que vous réalisiez votre 
potentiel », adéclaré le Dr 
Kerali.

Un peu plus tôt, le 
président Weah a réitéré la 
dé te rmina t i on  de  son  
gouvernement à s’attaquer 
aux principaux problèmes 
économiques auxquels le pays 

Le représentant du 
district 5 du comté de Grand 
Bassa, Thomas A. Goshua, a 
écrit à la Chambre des 
r e p r é s e n t a n t s  p o u r  
demander à cet organe 
d'inviter les ministres des 
Travaux publics, de la 
Justice et des Finances, afin 
qu’ils fassent le point sur les 
résultats des accords de 
prêt d’Eton et d’Ebomaf.

I l  r a p p e l l e  q u e  
l'Assemblée législative a 
rectifié les deux accords 

le chef de l’Etat, devenant 
ainsi des lois contraignantes.  

M. Goshuaa dit vouloir 
att i rer  l ’attent ion  de  
l’assemblée plénière de la 
chambre basse sur le fait 
qu’elle n’ait pas été tenue 
informée sur la gestion du 
dossier un peu plus d’un an 
après sa rectification.

Pa r  c o n s é q u e n t ,  i l  

l'année dernière et les a 
transmis au président pour les 
promulguer.

Le représentant Goshua a 
indiqué qu’il est du devoir de 
l'exécutif de donner des mises 
à jour sur l’évolution des 
accords de prêt. « Mais il n'y 
aeu aucune information 
concernant la réception de 
ces accords de prêt qui ont 
été ratifiés par le peuple du 
Libéria », a-t-il regretté.

Au législateur de Grand 
Bassa de rappeler en outre 

souhaite que la plénière invite 
les ministères des Travaux 
publics, de la Justice et des 
F i nance s  pou r  donne r  
r e s p e c t i v e m e n t  d e s  
explications sur les raisons 
pour lesquelles l’Etat n'a pas 
reçu d'argent des deux 
institutions, comme l’exigent 
ces accords. 

que quand un prêt fait l’objet 
d’une rectif icat ion du 
parlement et est ensuite 
promulgué par le président, il 
devient à tous égards une loi 
contra ignante  pour  le  
gouvernement.

Il dit craindre que ces 
accords ne deviennent à 
l’avenir un embarras pour le 
gouvernement et le peuple du 
Libéria, dans la mesure où ils 
ont été dument ratifiés par 
les deux chambres du 
parlement et promulgués par 

e  représentant  
s o r t a n t  d e  l a  LBanque mondiale 

auLibéria, M. Henry Kerali, a 
annoncé mercredi que la 
Banque augmenterait son 
aide au développement au 
Libéria à hauteur de 210 
m i l l i o n s  d e  d o l l a r s  
américains au cours des 
trois prochaines années.

C e t t e  n o u v e l l e e s t  
tombée au moment où le 
pays est en proie à des 
difficultés économiques 
croissantes, à l'inflation et à 
la dépréciation croissante 
du dollar libérien face aux 
p r i n c i p a l e s  d e v i s e s  
étrangères telque le dollar 
américain, entrainant des 
problèmes de manque de 
liquidité dans les banques 
locales qui n’ont eu d’autres 
choix que suspendre les 
facil ités de prêt aux 
entreprises locales.

Le Dr Kerali, qui occupait 
jusqu'alors le poste de 

est confronté.
Dans une déclaration 

publiée par la présidence, le 
président Weah a relaté les 
actions concrètes que son 
g o u v e r n e m e n t  a v a i t  
entreprises pour sauver 
l'économie dont il a hérité. Il 
a fait savoir aux responsables 
de la Banque mondiale que la 
transparence estde mise à 
tous les niveaux dans son 
gouvernement.

 Le Président Weah a 
également promis que son 
gouvernement continuera à 
défendre l’indépendance de 
la Banque centrale du Libéria 
(CBL), surtout en ce qui 
concerne la mise en œuvre 
des mesures visant à relancer 
l’économie du pays.

 Le Chef de l’Etat a en 
outre expliqué que la récente 
nomination des responsables 
de la CBL conformément à 
procédure légale s’inscrit 
dans le cadre des efforts qui 
v i s e n t  à  g a r a n t i r  
l ’ i n d é p e n d a n c e  e t  l a  
crédibilité de la banque 
centrale du Libéria.

 Selon le président Weah, 
le gouvernement a gelé 
d'autres emprunts auprès de 
la CBL à des f ins de 
stabilisation des liquidités.

 Le Prés ident Weah 
remercie le Groupe de la 
Banque mondiale et ses 
responsables pour leur 
soutien aux efforts de relance 
économique du Libéria et a 
promis la coopération et le 
soutien du gouvernement au 
nouveau représentant de la 
Banque mondiale au Libéria, 
M. KhwimaNthara.

représentant de la Banque 
pour le Libéria, la Sierra 
Leone et le Ghana, a annoncé 
la nouvelle de l'augmentation 
des fonds mercredi lors d’une 
visite de courtoisie qu’il a 
rendue au président George 
Weah, en compagnie de son 

successeur, KhwimaNthara, 
au ministère des Affaires 
étrangères.

Il s’est félicité de « 
l’excellente occasion de 
travailler avec le président 
Weah et son gouvernement », 
ajoutant que le Groupe de la 
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La Banque mondiale annonce un 
financement de 210 millions de dollars

Le législateur Goshuademande les nouvelles 
des accords de prêt d’ETON et d’EBOMAF
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OKYO – Quel est le point commun entre le 
président français Emmanuel Macron et le TPremier ministre japonais Shinzo Abe ? Ils 

pensent tous les deux qu’en flattant l’ego du 
président américain Donald Trump, ils pourront 
l’amadouer afin de le conduire à maintenir les 
alliances traditionnelles qu’il dit vouloir 
abandonner. Mais si le plus grand narcissique 
d’Amérique apprécie très certainement les 
cajoleries, il y a des limites à cette approche.

Macron commence d’ores et déjà à le comprendre. 
Le fameux « arbre de l’amitié » offert par le 
président français à Trump l’année dernière – planté 
par les deux chefs d’État et leurs épouses dans les 
jardins de la Maison-Blanche – a désormais rendu 
l’âme. La métaphore est intéressante.

Abe demeure pour sa part en pleine opération 
séduction. Premier dirigeant mondial à avoir 
rencontré Trump après sa victoire aux élections de 
2016, le Premier ministre japonais s’est de nouveau 
rendu à Washington en avril. Le mois suivant, Trump 
faisait le déplacement au Japon, où Abe lui déroulait 
le tapis rouge.

Trump a ainsi remis à un champion sumo la « Coupe 
du président des États-Unis », un trophée d’1m37 
confectionné par le Japon pour l’occasion. Il est 
également le premier chef d’État étranger à avoir 
été reçu par l’empereur Naruhito. Le président 
américain était ainsi, pour reprendre ses termes 
toujours pleins de retenue, « l’invité d’honneur du 
plus grand événement au Japon depuis plus de 200 
ans ».

Abe aurait par ailleurs nominé Trump pour le prix 
Nobel de la paix – à la demande des États-Unis – pour 
avoir ouvert des discussions avec la Corée du Nord. 
Le Premier ministre Japonais a par ailleurs proposé 
de faire office de médiateur dans le conflit opposant 
l’Amérique à l’Iran (sa récente visite à Téhéran – où il 
aurait semble-t-il réclamé aux dirigeants iraniens, à 
la demande de Trump, la libération de prisonniers 
américains – a clairement démontré qu’un Iran même 
éprouvé par les sanctions n’entendait pas négocier 
avec un éternel contrevenant aux accords signés).

Ce que Trump qualifie de « formidable partenariat » 
est en réalité principalement une relation à sens 
unique. Mais pour Abe, apaiser Trump constitue 
moins un choix qu’une nécessité : le Premier ministre 
doit prouver au peuple japonais et à ses voisins, 
notamment chinois, qu’il sait comment garder dans 
son camp le président Trump.

Seulement voilà, quels que soient les efforts 
déployés par Abe – le nombre d’éloges exprimés ou 
de gestes d’amitiés photographiés – les États-Unis et 
le Japon restent comme toujours divisés sur les 
mêmes sujets : Corée du Nord, fiabilité des garanties 
sécuritaires américaines en Asie, et commerce.

Sur la question nord-coréenne, Trump réagit 
fermement aux essais de missiles à longue portée, 
susceptibles d’atteindre le territoire américain, 
mais se dit « personnellement » serein concernant les 
essais de missiles de courte portée, pourtant 
capables d’atteindre le Japon. À la différence du 
Premier ministre japonais, mais également de son 
propre conseiller à la sécurité nationale John Bolton, 
et de son secrétaire de la Défense par intérim Patrick 
Shanahan, Trump refuse de reconnaître que les tests 
de missiles à courte portée violent les résolutions du 
Conseil de sécurité de l’ONU interdisant tous les 
missiles balistiques. « Il [Kim Jong-un] essaie peut-
être d’attirer l’attention, ou peut-être pas », 
explique avec légèreté le président américain. « Qui 
sait ? Mais peu importe. »

Le retrait américain du Moyen-Orient, après avoir 

ouvert la voie à un ancrage croissant de la Russie dans la 
région, accentue les craintes du Japon quant à sa 
propre sécurité, et pas seulement vis-à-vis de la Corée 
du Nord. Deuxième plus grande économie mondiale, et 
accueillant 20 % de la population mondiale, la Chine a 
beau être un partenaire commercial vital pour ses 
voisins régionaux, ses comportements agressifs, 
déstabilisants et pour l’essentiel non contrôlés dans les 
mers de Chine orientale et méridionale soulèvent de 
sérieux risques pour la région.

Abe a pleinement conscience de la vulnérabilité du 
Japon. Depuis des années, il œuvre pour faire amender 
la Constitution pacifiste de son pays, afin de renforcer 
le mandat des forces japonaises d’autodéfense. Dans le 
même temps, le Japon prévoit de dépenser 245 
milliards $ – 1 % de son PIB – dans sa propre défense au 
cours des cinq prochaines années, soit plus que la 
France ou le Royaume-Uni.

Mais bien entendu, cet investissement ne placera pas le 
Japon en capacité de rivaliser avec la Chine, dont le 
budget de défense est plus de quatre fois supérieur. 
Cette réalité laisse au Japon peu d’autre choix que 
d’œuvrer pour renforcer les probabilités de voir 
l’Amérique honorer ses engagements.

Sans surprise, Trump ne fait non plus aucune concession 
sur la question du commerce. Au contraire, il déplore 
un déficit commercial américain « incroyablement 
élevé » par rapport au Japon, et menace – au prétexte 
de considérations de sécurité nationale – d’élever les 
droits de douanes sur les importations d’automobiles 
japonaises aux États-Unis.

Une telle décision frapperait le Japon bien plus 
durement que les droits de douanes imposés par Trump 
sur l’acier et l’aluminium l’an dernier ; en réalité, elle 
conduirait probablement le Japon vers la récession – 
d’autant plus probable si l’on considère l’opposition de 
l’administration Trump aux politiques monétaires 
expansionnistes du Japon, que les États-Unis 
considèrent comme abaissant inéquitablement la 
valeur du yen.

Le projet japonais d’achat de 105 avions de combat F-
35 américains permettra dans une certaine mesure de 
réduire l’excédent commercial du Japon vis-à-vis des 
États-Unis, et ainsi potentiellement de persuader 
Trump de renoncer aux droits de douanes sur les 
automobiles japonaises. Mais la réalité, comme l’a 
récemment souligné le ministre japonais des Finances 
Taro Aso, c’est que tant que les États-Unis ne 
produiront pas pour un prix compétitif les biens qu’ils 
consomment, les droits de douanes imposés à un pays 
reporteront tout simplement leur déficit vers d’autres 
partenaires commerciaux.

Les droits de douanes imposés par Trump ne revêtent 
pas de véritable logique. Ils constituent davantage une 
réaction impulsive à tout désaccord ou à toute 
défiance. On l’observe particulièrement dans ses 
menaces d’imposition de droits de douanes sur les 
importations américaines en provenance du Mexique, à 
moins que le gouvernement mexicain lutte contre 
l’immigration illégale aux États-Unis – un chantage si 
déraisonnable que même les Républicains du Sénat, 
habituellement obéissants aux décisions de Trump, s’y 
opposent publiquement.

Trump a accordé une seule modeste concession au 
Premier ministre Abe : un accord commercial sera 
conclu à l’issue des élections parlementaires 
japonaises du mois prochain. Même si cela permettra 
peut-être d’alléger la pression sur Abe à très court 
terme, c’est une bien maigre consolation venant d’une 
administration américaine aussi instable et intéressée 
que celle de Trump.

FrançaisFrançais

e gouvernement du 
Libéria a mis en place Ldes mesures en vue d’ « 

une société inclusive, dans 
laquelle les personnes 
h a n d i c a p é e s  p u i s s e n t  
maximiser leur potentiel et 
c o n t r i b u e r  a u  
développement de la nation 
»,  a fa it  savoir  Mme 
R i ca rd i aBad io  Denn i s ,  
directrice exécutive de la 
Commission nationale des 
personnes handicapées.
Présentant son rapport à la 
douzième session de la 
Conférence des États parties 
à la Convention relative aux 
d r o i t s  d e s  p e r s o n n e s  
handicapées, Mme Dennis a 
révélé qu'un "Plan d'action 
national quinquennal pour 
l'inclusion des personnes 
handicapées" aété adopté et 
approuvé par Son Excellence 
George Manneh Weah, 
Président de la république du 
Libéria. Le plan d’action 
devient donc un document 
national visant à promouvoir 
le bien-être social et les 
d r o i t s  d e s  p e r s o n n e s  
handicapées.
Elaboré avec le soutien du 
Programme des Nations Unies 
pour le développement 
(PNUD), le plan d'action 
national, selon Mme Dennis, 
vise à garantir l'inclusion des 
personnes handicapées dans 
le processus de gouvernance 
du Libéria, en exigeant que 
toutes les lois ou sections de 
lois les discriminant soient 
abolies.
Le plan vise également, entre 
autres, à obtenir une 
assistance financière sous 
forme de prestations de 
sécurité sociale et de 
protection sociale pour les 
personnes handicapées, ainsi 
q u e  l ' e n s e i g n e m e n t  
obligatoire de la langue des 
signes dans les écoles du 
Libéria - du primaire au 
secondaire.
Dans une dépêche de la 
Mission permanente du 
Libéria auprès des Nations 
Unies, Mme Dennis a déclaré 
que "cinq (5) ministères 
(Travaux publics, Education, 
Parité hommes-femmes et 
protection sociale, Justice et 
Santé), le consortium de 
personnes handicapées,les 
organisations de personnes 
(DPO), l'Alliance pour les 
personnes handicapées et 
d ' a u t r e s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
concernées par les droits et 
le bien-être des personnes 
handicapées, ont adopté et 
s i g n é  u n e  r é s o l u t i o n  
commune pour la mise en 
œuvre du plan ".
Mme Dennis a souligné la 
création de trois (3) centres 

de réadaptation dotés de 
techniciens qualifiés pour 
répondre aux besoins des 
personnes handicapées, ainsi 
que l’appui budgétaire à la 
Commission, qui, selon lui, 
est un progrès majeur dans la 
promotion du bien-être des 
personnes handicapées.
Mme Dennis a déclaré : 
"Soutenue par le budget 
national, la Commission 
nationale pour les personnes 
handicapées (MNT) continue 
de sensibiliser et de plaider 
pour la participation et les 
services en faveur des 
personnes handicapées. Le 
gouvernement continue 
d'encourager l'inclusion dans 
le sport, la création des 
compétitions footballistiques 
nationales pour les amputés 
et d’une équipe nationale de 
football pour les sourds. Tout 
cela est pris en compte par le 
budget national. "
Mme Dennis a ensuite révélé 
que le Libéria, avec l'appui de 
ses partenaires des Nations 
Unies, a finalisé son premier 
rapport sur la mise en œuvre 
de la Convention relative aux 
d r o i t s  d e s  p e r s o n n e s  
handicapées et qu'il est sur le 
point de le soumettre au 
Comité des droits des 
personnes handicapées avant 
fin juin 2019.
Malgré les progrès accomplis, 
selon Mme Dennis, le Libéria 
abesoin d'un appui financier 
et technique pour la mise en 
place d 'un programme 
national pour la langue des 
s i g n e s ,  l a  f o u r n i t u r e  
d'appareils fonctionnels et du 
matériel informatique et 
l’établissement d'un registre 
national pour les personnes 
handicapées, entre autres.
La douzième session de la 
Conférence des États parties 
à la Convention des Nations 
Unies sur les droits des 
personnes handicapées 
(CDPH), convoquée au siège 
des Nations Unies du 11 au 13 
mai 2019 a pour thème 
principal : Assurer l'inclusion 
des personnes handicapées 
dans un monde en mutation 
grâce à la mise en œuvre de 
la CDPH.
La directrice adjointe de la 
Commission nationale des 
personnes handicapées, M. 
FallahCymbianoh, et la 
coordonnatrice des femmes 
handicapées, Mme Michal 
Dennis Zahn, faisaient partie 
de la délégation libérienne à 
la douzième session de la 
Conférence des États parties 
à la Convention des Nations 
Unies sur la Droits des 
personnes handicapées 
(CRPD).
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Suffit-il de flatter Donald ?

Par Shlomo Ben-Ami

Le gouvernement a élaboré un plan d’action 
en faveur des handicapés physiques
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nock Knock Liberia 
( K K L )   a n  Ke n t e r t a i n m e n t  

group officially announces 
launch of the second edition 
of the KD International Film 
festival, which is a unique 
platform to discover Liberia’s 
next big film makers.   

A d d r e s s i n g  p r e s s  
conference, Ms. Korto Davis 
discloses that Knock Knock 
Liberia has organized the 
festival to empower young 
Liberians to discover new 
talents and give them the 
support  and  exposure  
needed, to reach the next 
level in film production.  

“This year, we are only 
accepting entries from 
Liberian film makers in 
Liberia and abroad, films 
produced in the last two 
years to present will be 
accepted and submission 
begins June 20 to September 
30, while the event will take 
place in November,” Madam 
Davis explains. 

The Liberian international 
movies star notes that the 
2019 Festival is focusing on 
Film, Television, Fine Arts and 
Photography with fifteen 
distinctive award categories, 
adding that a year ago, KKL 
launched the first film 
festival with only three 
categories, which was a huge 
success. 

“This year, we wil l  
showcase a wide range of 
talents and make it a broader 
spectrum with 15 award 
categories, including Best 
Feature Film, Best Short 
Film, Best Documentary, Best 
Screen Play for a feature, 
Best Sound for a feature, 
Actress of the Year and Actor 
of the Year.”  

She points out that other 
award categories include 
Director of the Year (Film), 
Best Performing Musician, 
Best Performing Group, Best 
Makeup, Best Picture, Best 
C i nema tog r aphy,  Be s t  
Costume and KDIFF achiever 
award. 

National Port Authority is 
the only pride sponsor for now 
but we are open and available 
for more sponsorship and 
partnership from the business 
communit ies,  corporate 

distributors and marketing 
campaigns to introduce and 
discuss their work with their 
audiences.

Madam Davis further notes 
that the relationship that can 
develop between a festival and 
a filmmaker is incredibly 
precious, adding that KDIFF 
has always had that front and 
centre to use its annual festival 
to inspire personal action, 
rather than just depress the 
audience. 

“It’s proven to be very 
valuable for Liberian Film 
makers trying to build careers 
in fields where they’re still 
terribly underrepresented. 
The i r  ta lent s  must  be  
showcased early, to propel 
them for the future.”  

“Coming  together  to  
explore new cultures and 
celebrate creativity will 
always be important and film is 
the perfect medium for that. 
Therefore, Knock Knock 
Liberia will use its Film 
fe s t i va l s  to  encourage  
audiences and keep the 
excitement alive for cinematic 
experiences. 

According to her, films often 
relate to current social 
problems, political scenarios, 
friendships and almost every 
aspect of people’s lives, 
pointing that through movies, 
messages can reach audiences 
and target groups, and they 
can generate changes and 
trends.  Movies also have a 
positive impact on youths 
which includes helping them 
turn away from substance 
abuse and crimes. 

“The KDIFF project is held 
annually in Liberia. The 2019 
edition will be a 2-day fun-
filled event in November to be 
marked with exposition of 
t a l e n t s ,  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  
creativity, promotions and 
interactions with key players in 
the entertainment industry 
and all movie devotees. The KD 
International film Festival is 
going to be bigger and better 
this year. Thankfully, the 

According to her, there will 
also be several honorary 
awards  for  outstanding 
individuals with exceptional 
performance and support.   

Madam Davis narrates the 
KD International Film Festival 
is about creative Liberia and 
the future with emphasis on 
young people and the stories 
they have to tell the world 
through film, TV, pictures, 
writing and arts.

The KDF CEO assures the 
public this is not only positive 
for the festival, but it’s 
incredible news for their 
audience, saying, now they can 
branch out and focus on 
gathering all types of movies 
lovers.

“We know that there are 
lots of amazing talents in 
Liberia and so we want to use 
this platform to expose those 
talents and give them the 
opportunity to make a bigger 
impact in the industry 
nationally and internationally. 
We will use the film festival not 
only to bring out the best 
aspects about film, but to 
break the boundaries and bring 
out the inexperience to 
experience”, says the  KDF 
CEO.

She mentions the festivals 
will present a better platform 
for films and filmmakers, who 
don’t have the support of 

entities, public corporations 
and private institutions [that] 
believe in advancing Liberian 
talents,” Madam  Davis 
passionately asserts. 

She notes that in other parts 
of the world, entertainment 
improves the economy and 
serves as a major means of 
revenue while creating jobs as 
well and that Liberians can 
emulate  and use  the i r  
individual and collective 
entertainment talents to 
improve and make the 
economy stronger. 

 “KD International film 
festival hopes to bridge that 
gap as we look forward to long 
te rm  pa r tne r sh i p  f r om 
potential partners. And we are 
prepared and ready to 
champion a stronger Liberian 
economy advancing Liberians’ 
talents and promoting creative 
Liberia through this Festival,” 
Korto Davis concludes.

With Ben Polee Wesee

culture & entertainment 

'Neal Roberts Essomba, alias young crack, is a young 
Liberian, humanitarian, entrepreneur and an Oentertainer born and raised in Liberia.

Young o'neal acquired his primary education from the Monrovia 
College and Industrial Training School and graduated at age 15.

He subsequently enrolled at the University of Liberia, where he 
attained a Bachelor of Arts, BA, in Mass Communication in 2012.

Being very passionate about education, he didn't quit there. 
Currently, O'Neal is a candidate for Master’s in Business 

Administration at the African Methodists Episcopal University 
(AMEU) in Monrovia.

Roberts is also a radio personality who's currently working at 
Truth FM 96.1 in Paynesville where he has won five awards.  

Before moving to Truth he made his radio debut in 2004 on radio 
LIJ, and afterwards moved to Power FM where he won lots of 
awards.

Because of his high quality and degree of exuberance, he was 
sparked by Stella Maris President, Ms Mary Lauren, and always 
featured with her on the former Radio VERITAS Education Forum.

In 2010, O'Neal moved on to Fabric FM, the same year former 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf awarded him Best Radio Presenter.

O'Neal Roberts has been a lecturer from the classroom; he 
taught at Monrovia College, AMEU, Liberia Dujar Technical College 
and Lincoln College of Professional Studies, respectively.

In 2015, he was nominated as "An-Air Personality” of the year by 
West African Citizen Awards, an annual event held to acknowledge 
the importance and talent of citizens in the west region. 

For the Liberia entertainment industry to reach this point, it 
conveyed the tenacity and fortitude of crack and others. 

Crack has contributed 15years of his life diligently serving the 
media and other sectors.

Personality of the Week

Knock Knock Liberia launches 2nd edition of KD International Film Festival 

  

CEO Ms. Korto Davis
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o r m e r  D e p u t y  
F i n a n c e  a n d  FD e v e l o p m e n t  

Planning Minister for Fiscal 
Affairs, Dr. James F. Kollie, 
Jr., is seeking answers from 
Solicitor General Designate 
Cllr. SaymaSyreniusCephus to 
show the audit report that 
has implicated him in an EU13 
million missing money. 

On Wednesday June 19, 
Cllr. Cephus issued a list in 
reference to a General 
Auditing Commission or GAC 
Audit reports over the period 
July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2017 
in which he mentioned Dr. 
Kollie as one of the persons of 
interest.

The listing was followed by 
an interview conducted by 
the Analyst newspaper at 
which time the papers quotes 
Cllr. Cephusas saying that the 
Justice Department has put 
t o g e t h e r  a  t e a m  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r i m i n a l  
investigators and lawyers 
called the AssetsRecovery 
Team or ART to recover 
monies that were stolen or 
unaccounted for under the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf regime 
as contained in several 

about the basis upon which my 
name was mentioned on a list 
of ‘persons of interest’ issued 
by you on 19 June 2019, Dr. 
Kollie writes.

“Cllr. Cephas, because the 
list made reference to GAC 
Audit Reports for the period 
July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2017, I 
really do want to know the 
following:

(GAC), and accordingly, have 
been determined to be liable 
to restitute, be prosecuted for, 
and or jailed supposedly on the 
discretion of the newly-
created office of the Assets 
Recovery Team (ART). My 
name, and those of other 
colleagues with whom I was 
privileged to have served 
during my tenure at the 
Ministry of Information, 
Cultural Affairs and Tourism 
(MICAT), have been included in 
those publications erroneously 
p u r v e y i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
impression that we have either 
been audited by the GAC and or 
investigated by the LACC, and 
as a consequence of these 
audits and or investigations, 
ev idence exists  of  the 
collective and or individual 
c ommi s s i o n s  o f  f r a ud ,  
m i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  
misapplication or otherwise 
theft  of  publ ic  monies 
entrusted into our individual or 
collective care, for which we 
must now answer to the ART.

It is instructive that none of 
the individuals listed under 
MICAT have either participated 
in any audit of MICAT by the 
GAC or have been made aware 
or  part ic ipated in  any  
investigation by the LACC. The 
closest I have come to 
information concerning the 
alleged conduct of an audit by 
the GAC was through a 
publication in the September 
18, 2018 online and print 
edition of the FrontPageAfrica 
Newspaper, more than two and 
half years after I had left the 
MICAT, under the byline of 
journalist Alaskai Johnson who 
was kind to inform me that the 
source of his story was a 
member of the Liberian 
Legislature. This was my first 
time hearing about the “audit” 
and the claims supposedly 
contained therein.

Obviously, one cannot react 
to an audit that he did not 
participate in, was unaware of, 
and was, as yet, unpublished. I 
therefore felt compelled to 
limit my reaction to the news 
article of the FPA, which I did 
on September 22, 2018”.-
Writes Othello B.Garblah

audits.
But Dr. Kollie, the current 

head of the Liberian Maritime 
Authority in a Letter dated on 
the same June 19, 2019 
requests that Cllr. Cephus 
provides him the particular 
audit report that name him in a 
missing US$13 million.

“I present you greetings and 
wish to respectfully inquire 

1. Is there actually any 
audit report by the GAC on $13 
million provided by the 
European Union?

2. Did that report, if it 
exists, ever mentioned my 
name?

3. Does that report have 
any responses from me in it?

4. Is the mentioned of me 
or anyone purely on the basis of 
unsubstantiated media and 
press reports?

C l l r.  C e p h a s ,  I  a m  
constrained to ask these 
questions because to the best 
of my knowledge, no auditor 
have ever asked me any 
question about EU $13 million 
and so for your press statement 
to claim that there is a GAC 
Audit  report  i s  tota l ly  
surprising and baffling.

And if there is no GAC Audit 
Report, Cllr. Cephas, I want you 
to imagine the irreparable 
damage that you have caused 
to  our  reputat ion.  For  
example, Boima S. Kamara was 
not even working at the 
Ministry of Finance in 2013 (the 
period of the purported report) 
and so it would be impossible 
for him to have been involved 
in any audit at that time.

Honorable Solicitor General 
(designate), I am hoping that 
you will take these questions in 
good faith and do everything 
you can to respond so that the 
record can be set straight.”

In another response, former 
Liberia’s Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Lewis G. 
Browne who has also been 
listed in “the persons and 
institutions of interest” 
wrote:“Mr. Solicitor-General:

I am constrained to draw 
your attention to the online 
and print publications of the 
June 19 and 20 Editions of the 
Liberian Analyst Newspaper 
which quotes you extensively 
as the source of a “List of 
Former Government Officials” 
said to have been investigated 
and or audited by either the 
L i be r i a  An t i -Co r rup t i on  
Commission (LACC) or the 
General Auditing Commission 

Tweah  expre s se s  h i s  
optimism in remarks made  at 
a farewell reception for  
departing  World Bank Country 
Manager to Liberia, Ms. Larisa 
Leshchenko, and Country 
Director,  Dr. Henry Kerali, 
respectively, held Tuesday, 19 
June in the diplomatic enclave 
Mamba Point, Monrovia.

Ms. Leschenko, a Ukrainian, 
returns to New York for 
reposting, while Dr. Kerali, a 
Sudanese, leaves Liberia for 
Afghanistan.

The Finance boss recalls 
f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  M s  
Leshchenko  in  work ing  
together to place government 
development programs on the 
r ight  t ra jectory,  wh i le  
welcoming her successor, Mr. 
Khwima Nthara, to Liberia. 

Mr. Nthara is a Malawian. He 

joined the World Bank family in 
2005 as an Economist in the 
Pover ty  Reduct ion  and  
E c o n o m i c  M a n a g e m e n t  
Department. He arrived here 
Sunday, 16 June and formally 
assumes duty effective 01 
August 2019.

Subsequent speakers,  
including the United States 
Ambassador to Liberia, Ms 
Christian Elders, similarly 
express profound memories of 
Ms. Leschenko, whom they 
describe as a workaholic.

L iber ia ’s  M in i s ter  o f  
Education, Professor Ansu 
Sonii, hails her for the Bank’s 
support to education under her 
tenure, while Minister of Youth 
and Sports, Zeogar Wilson, was 
found of praises for the Youth 
Opportunities Project or YOP 
under the auspices of the 
World Bank. 

Minister Tweah has no 
alternative, but to remain 
optimistic. The economy is 
walloping in serious recession 
with exchange rate and prices 
simultaneously sky-rocketing 
while purchasing power of 
ordinary citizens dwindles 
amid public outcry for reforms.

In public, the government 
may appear serious in fighting 
graft by announcing plan to 
audit former offices, but 
critics say the administration 
should first take the mote in its 
own eyes by accounting for the 
US$25 million mop-up of 
excess liquidity that left no 
tangible impact and other 
unscrupulous expenditures it 
had made before going after 
the past regime.

iberia’s Minister of 
F i n a n c e  a n d  LD e v e l o p m e n t  

Planning, Samuel Tweah, is 
optimistically passionate 
about the government’s 
resolve to reversing the 
current dismal state of the 
economy and  improve  
standard of life of the 
Liberian people.

Minister Tweah says with 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  f r o m  
international  partners,  
including the World Bank, the 
European Union, USAID and 
the International Monetary 
Fund, among others, the 
government development 
roadmap, Pro-Poor Agenda 
f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
Prosperity or PADP, is on 
course.
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Ex-officials fight back

We’ll turn this country around
By Jonathan Browne

C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  1 0 t h  
Anniversary of the Kampala 
C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  
protocols related to forced 
displacement and different 
durable solutions notably 
voluntary repatriation and 
local integration.”  

Foreign refugees here 
recently  complained of  
abandonment, including lack 
of education, quality health 
care, and security, among 
others.

However, Director Logan 
admonishes them to be law-
abiding and show respect for 
constituted authority.

“As we celebrate this World 
Refugees Day, I want to 

Liberia seeks 
admonish you foreign refugees 
to be law-abiding and exercise 
respect for  const ituted 
authority”, he cautions.

Giving a brief history of the 
celebration, he recalls that the 
1951 Convention and its 
Protocol of 1967 clearly 
indicate the status, protection, 
rights and assistance for  
refugees but did not set aside 
any day to be observed as 
World Refugees Day, but owing 
to the alarming rate of 
refugee’s crises and plight in 
A f r i c a ,  t h e  e r s t w h i l e  
Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) during its 1969 Addis 
Ababa Convention, considering 
the specific refugees’ plight on 
the  A f r i can  con t i nen t ,  

Cont’d from page 7
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league title. Ronaldo, who 
arrived from Real Madrid in a 
€112million deal last year, 
played his part with 21 Serie A 
g o a l s  b u t  t r a i l e d  
C a p o c a n n o n i e r e  F a b i o  
Quagliarella's 26.

But Sarri was in charge of 
Napoli when Gonzalo Higuain 
netted a record-breaking 36 
times in the 2015-16 Serie A 
season and he wants to see 
Ronaldo do likewise.

"It is an upgrade from this 
point of view [in terms of 

players]," he said in a news 
conference. “In the past 
years, I have found myself 
managing good players, then 
better players at Chelsea, but 
here it is another step 
forward. [Ronaldo is] at the 
top of the world, for sure.

"It is emotional, he has 
almost all the records you can 
set in world football and I 
would like to help him set and 
beat some other records. I 
hope I can influence him from 
this point of view.

aurizio Sarri hopes 
h e  c a n  h e l p  MCristiano Ronaldo 

make even more history at 
Juventus and is targeting 
Serie A's single-season 
goalscoring record.

Former  Napo l i  and  
Chelsea boss Sarri has been 
appointed as Juve's new 
head coach fo l lowing 
Mas s im i l i ano  A l l eg r i ' s  
departure after the 2018-19 
season, during which the 
club won an eighth straight 

During a program at the 
G.W. Gibson High School in 
Monrovia Thursday, 20 June, 
specialists both from Lonestar 
MTN and private business 
SMART Liberia talked to the 
students about the things that 
are important to young people 
for the future, including STEM 
and ICT.

As part of this year’s 21 Days 
of y’ello Care campaign, 

students were taught how to 
get online, set up emails, do 
research and use social media 
for business and not for 
pictures alone.The day - long 
interactive program witnessed 
L o n e s t a r  M T N  s t a f f  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  b e f o r e  
participating students how an 
applicant should compose him 
or herself when called by a 
potential employer for an 
interview, further stressing the 
need to be neatly dressed and 
exhibiting respect for the 
office that the applicant seeks 
to work with.

The students were also 
taught about the necessary 
information that they need to 
include in their Curriculum 
Vitae (CV) to give a good 
impression to the employer, 
among others.

At the program, Lonestar 
Cell MTN Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r  M a d a m  
UcheOfodi lesa id i t  was 
important that the company 
recognizes young people as the 
future of Liberia. 
She notes that the 
Lonestar Cell MTN 

iber ia ’s  l ead ing  
telecommunication Lgiant Lonestar Cell 

MTN has climaxed its 21 Days 
of y’ello Care, exposing 
students to technical career 
skills in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) and Information 
Communication Technology 
(ICT).
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By Winston W. Parley

Juve boss Sarri wants to help Ronaldo break Serie A record
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