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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

udan's security forces 
have fired tear gas to Sdisperse protesters 

demanding an end to military 
rule.

One protester was also 
reportedly killed as tens of 
thousands rallied across 
Sudan to push the junta to 
hand power to a civilian-led 
administration.

The protests are the 
biggest since dozens were 
killed in a crackdown on pro-
democracy activists on 3 
June.

Sudan has been in turmoil 
since the military ousted 
President Omar al-Bashir in 
April.

It followed a popular 
uprising against his rule.

Mr Bashir seized power in a 
coup on 30 June 1989.

On Sunday, protesters 
defied the heavy presence of 
troops, including the feared 
paramilitary Rapid Security 
Forces (RSF), to take part in 
what organisers had billed a 
"million-strong" march.

"We are here for the 
martyrs of the [June 3] sit-in. 
We want a civilian state that 

guarantees our freedom. We 
want to get rid of military 
dictatorship," a 23-year-old 
protester named only as 
Zeinab told AFP news agency.

Security forces fired tear 
gas to disperse demonstrators 
near the presidential palace 
and three other districts in the 

the pro-opposition Central 
Committee of Sudan Doctors 
said.

On Saturday, paramilitary 
forces broke up a news 
conference called by the 
Sudanese  Pro fe s s i ona l s  
Association (SPA), one of the 
main organisers of the protest.

The military said it would 
h o l d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
responsible for any violence or 
loss of life in the protests.

capital,  Khartoum, AFP 
reports.

Tear gas was also fired in 
Khartoum's twin city of 
Omdurman and the eastern 
town of Gadaref.

In Atbara city in the north-
east, a young protester died of 
a bullet wound to the chest, 

G e n  M o h a m e d  
HamdanDagalo, also known as 
Hemeti, warned of "vandals" 
and a "concealed agenda" that 
might take advantage of the 
demonstrations.

Ta l k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
Transitional Military Council 
(TMC) and the opposition 
collapsed after the 3 June 
crackdown, when the RSF 
violent suppressed protests in 
Khartoum.-BBC

he march was called 
to protest the DR TCongo constitutional 

court's invalidation of the 
e lec t i on  o f  about  20  
opposition lawmakers

A protester died after 
being shot at a march in Goma 
in the DR Congo Sunday as 
police dispersed hundreds of 
anti-government protesters 
in Kinshasa and President 
Felix Tshisekedi warned 
against "anarchy".

interview since taking office 
early this year, Tshisekedi -- 
son of opposition icon Etienne 
Tshisekedi -- told French 
med i a :  "We  have  t he  
impression that there are 
some who confuse democracy 
with anarchy."

He vowed there would be 
"no repression", asserting 
that: "The security forces are 
trained to keep the peace."

Last Sunday, as opposition 
leader Jean-Pierre Bemba 
flew back into the country, 

police fired tear gas at rock-
throwing protesters who 
targeted his convoy.

Before being elected 
president, Tshisekedi inherited 
the mantle of opposition 
leader from his father Etienne, 
who died in February 2017.

Sunday's march was called 
by Bemba and Fayulu, who 
maintains he was robbed of 
victory in the country's 
December 30 presidential 
election.-AFP

o re  than  2 , 000  
people protested MS u n d a y  i n  t h e  

northern Nigerian city of 
Maiduguri, calling for a ban on 
the anti-Boko Haram CJTF 
militia they accuse of abuses 
after the killing of a rickshaw 
driver.

The protesters blocked 
major roads in the Suleimanti 
area of the city and set fires, 
causing chaos despite pleas 
from police and military 
officers, an AFP reporter at the 
scene saw.

"We want the CJTF to be 
banned from the city because 
of the abuses we suffer in their 
hands, "  sa id  Su le imant i  
resident Bukar Saleh.

"They have become a law 
unto themselves and are 
treating us badly. And now they 
have started killing us," Saleh 
said.

The CJTF militia tried to 
stop the demonstration, 
attacking protesters with 
batons and arresting scores of 
them.

The protest erupted hours 
after a rickshaw driver was shot 
dead near a militia checkpoint.

"The victim was a known 
resident and his name was Modu 
but the CJTF just shot him for 
no reason," Saleh said.

The CJTF insisted however 
that the victim was shot for 
failing to stop at a checkpoint 
during nighttime curfew hours.

The militia have intensified 

Police and organisers said 
the man was shot at a banned 
march in Goma in the east to 
mark the 59th anniversary of 
the central African country's 
independence from Belgium.

"One person seriously 
wounded by gunshot died in 
hospital," national police 
s p o k e s m a n  
PierrotMwanamputu told AFP, 
while an opposition youth 
official said: "They fired real 
bullets."

night patrols in the area in 
r ecen t  day s  f o l l ow ing  
incursions by the jihadists, he 
said.

"The driver's refusal to stop 
raised the suspicion of our 
men and one of them took him 
down, because they believed 
he was a Boko Haram terrorist 
on a mission," Babakura Abba-
Ali, the CJTF head in 
Suleimanti area, said.

The militia man was 
handed over to the police for 
investigation, Abba-Ali added.

The CJTF emerged in 2013 
as a vigilante group in 
response to Boko Haram's 
deadly attacks in Maiduguri.

Young men and women 
mobilised and started going 
door-to-door hacking to death 
known Boko Haram members 
and forcing the jihadists to 
flee the city.

The vigilantes were later 
organised into a militia force 
and embedded with the 
military to fight the jihadist 
group.

Late Saturday, Boko Haram 
jihadists killed four people 
and looted food supplies when 
they raided Gamurari village, 
some 90 kilometres (60 miles) 
from Maiduguri, militia and 
residents said.

The decade-long Boko 
Haram conflict has killed at 
least 27,000 people and 
forced some two million to 
flee their homes in Nigeria 
alone.-AFP

M w a n a m p u t u  s a i d  a  
policeman was wounded in the 
Goma unrest adding there was 
"resistance" to police efforts to 
disperse the marchers.

P r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  
commissioner PlacideNyembo 
to ld  AFP some of  the  
demonstrators were armed.

An  oppos i t i on  you th  
official, Robert Zibawanza, 
said some militants torched a 
commuter minibus.

In Kinshasa, police used 
tear gas to break up another 
banned march and about 50 
off icers  b locked a car  
t r a n s p o r t i n g  f o r m e r  
presidential candidate Martin 
Fayulu and ex-prime minister 
AdolpheMuzito.

An AFP journalist saw police 
using bayonets to puncture 
three of the car's tyres.

The two men emerged from 
the car to talk to Kinshasa 
police chief SylvanoKasongo as 
some demonstrators tried to 
group around them.

On Saturday, Tshisekedi said 
he backed a decision to ban the 
march planned by his former 
opposition comrades, pointing 
to violence that broke out last 
weekend.

- 'No repression' -
Speaking in his first major 

Sudan police 'fire 
tear gas' at protesters

Protesters back on the streets of 
Khartoum to demand end of military rule

Protesters back on the streets of 
Khartoum to demand end of military rule

One dead as DR Congo police 
break up banned marches

Nigeria protesters demand 
end to anti-Boko Haram militia
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ONDON – Banking supervision teams at 
the Bank of England “now receive the Lequivalent of twice the entire works of 

Shakespeare of reading each week.” So says 
Huw van Steenis, the author of a new report, 
“Future of Finance,” commissioned by the 
Bank’s outgoing governor, Mark Carney.

One might argue with the word 
“equivalent.” Few regulatory submissions 
rival the Bard’s output in their timelessness 
or vivid use of language: the Bank of England 
would probably send them winging straight 
back to their originators if they did. But van 
Steenis’s point about the volume of 
reporting is a valid one. The system of 
banking supervision has become highly 
complex, with a risk that the forest is 
entirely lost from view in the midst of 
thousands of trees.

The team that produced the report 
commissioned McKinsey and Company to 
assess the cost of all this reporting to banks 
in the United Kingdom. Their estimate is £2-
4.5 billion ($2.5-5.7 billion) per year – rather 
a broad range, but even the lower bound is a 
big number, with a material impact on 
profitability.

Van Steenis argues that better use of 
technology – regtech – could make a 
difference. Regulators should be using 
artificial intelligence and machine learning 
to interrogate regulatory returns and 
identify risks and anomalies. He also points 
out that much of the complexity has its 
origin in the overlapping and sometimes 
conflicting priorities of different regulators. 
In comparison with the United States, the UK 
system is relatively streamlined, but banks 
must still satisfy the requirements of the 
Bank of England, the Financial Conduct 
Authority, the Competition and Markets 
Authority, the Payment Systems Regulator, 
and the Open Banking Implementation 
Entity. They are not always easy to 
reconcile.

The problem is particularly acute in relation 
to the payments system, which, owing to 
new entrants – perhaps soon to include 
Facebook with its Libra currency – has 
become far more complex to oversee. As a 
result, a number of regulators impose their 
own requirements.

Van Steenis argues for “a joined-up strategy 
to improve our payments infrastructure and 
regulation,” and an approach which he 
describes as analogous to air traffic control, 
to ensure that the demands of different 
regulators do not land on banks and others in 
an unmanageable and uncoordinated way. 
The UK government has responded positively 
to that idea, but it will not be easy to bring 
greater coherence to a range of regulators 
that each has its own legal obligations and 

political masters. Air traffic controllers can 
order a plane to enter a holding pattern, as 
anyone who has flown into Heathrow in recent 
years knows only too well. Who can tell a 
statutory regulator to get back in its box and 
wait for others to finish their work? We must 
hope that the government can answer that 
question.

The most interesting parts of “Future of 
Finance” concern how means of payment are 
changing. Cash is in decline in many countries, 
though the rate differs markedly from place to 
place. Cash usage has fallen by over 80% in 
Sweden in the last decade and is now dropping 
by 10% per year in the UK, while it is barely 
changing in Germany. Van Steenis warns that 
the “Swedish experience shows that without a 
coordinated plan, the pace of change risks 
excluding some groups in society.”

He is also a skeptic when it comes to 
cryptocurrencies: “crypto assets that are not 
backed by currency are an unreliable store of 
value, inefficient medium of exchange and 
simply won’t cut the mustard.” And he does 
not see a compelling case for a central bank 
digital currency, which puts him at odds with 
some others in the central banking world, who 
see attractions in the idea, not least greater 
leeway to impose negative interest rates.

But, despite skepticism about the viability of 
cryptocurrencies, bankers will not find 
“Future of Finance” reassuring reading. It 
points out that Ant Financial, which I visited in 
Shanghai last week, is now the world’s largest 
financial services firm, with over a billion 
customers, and not a single brick-and-mortar 
branch. There are more mobile and 
contactless payments in China each year – 
worth $15.4 trillion – than are managed by Visa 
and MasterCard combined. And in response to 
the report, the Bank of England announced 
that in the future, non-bank payment 
providers will be allowed to hold interest-
bearing accounts at the central bank, a 
privilege previously available only to 
commercial banks.

Anyone working in finance knows that a 
revolution is under way, driven by disruptive 
technology. The full implications, for 
providers of finance and those who regulate 
them, are only dimly understood so far. The 
Bank of England’s report sheds valuable light 
on aspects of that revolution. It examines the 
threat to traditional banks’ core income 
streams in an analog world.

It is right to face up to that threat, and to be 
anxious. As Laertes said to Ophelia as she 
embarked on her doomed dalliance with 
Hamlet, “Be wary then; best safety lies in 
fear.” That warning probably does not appear 
in the Shakespeare-sized weekly reading of 
the Bank of England supervisors. Perhaps it 
should.

“Be wary then; best safety lies in fear,” said Laertes to Ophelia as she 
embarked on her doomed dalliance with Hamlet. That is sound advice 
for banks and their regulators, too, as they face the prospect of 
technological disruption.

CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED armed riot police shooting 
into angry protesters in Kingsville#7 Monday, 24 June 
2019 near Fifteen Gate community along the Monrovia-
Kakata highway resulting to several injuries and 
subsequent death of a 17-year-old lad, Abraham Tumey, 
is still being investigated but the deceased’s blood is 
crying for justice.

ACCORDING TO MULTIPLE sources, including father of 
the deceased, the late Tumay was not part of the 
protest, as he had gone on the road to sell roasted corn 
when strayed bullet struck him in the head. He 
immediately lost conscious and was subsequently 
pronounced dead at Du-Side hospital in Harbel, Margibi 
County.

THE LIBERIA NATIONAL Police confirm the death and 
say it has begun an investigation into the incident that 
left two other persons seriously injured.

AS THE POLICE investigate themselves, we join the 
parents in demanding that the exercise should produce 
a culprit that would have his or her day in court to serve 
justice, for the death of an innocent life.

WE HOPE THIS would not be another endless police 
investigation intended to launder away the gravity of 
the situation and divert public attention.  

THE POLICE SHOULD tell the public who ordered the 
discharge of live weapons into unarmed civilians 
protesting for the suspected murder of two of their sons 
on suspicion of ritualistic purposes.

IT WAS VERY unfortunate that an already aggrieved 
population lost another child from the hands of the 
police that should be protecting lives and property. The 
ongoing investigation would have to explain what was 
the clear danger that led to ordering use of live weapon 
against unarm civilians. 

ABRAHAM TUMAY DID not deserve this, neither the 
people of Kingsville#7. Tumay’s blood would only stop 
crying when someone is held accountable for sending 
him to his early grave. 

IT IS ABOUT THAT armed security officers learn to use 
fire arm responsibly by only returning fire where fire is 
coming from. But in this case, empty shells recovered 
from the scene of the incident point to the police.

WE BELIEVE STRONGLY the police could have employed 
other means in dispersing road-blocking protesters 
rather than firing at them. This is not good and 
professional policing. People’s lives matter, especially 
aggrieved citizens. 
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The Bard and the Bank Regulators

By Howard Davies

 Abraham Tumay’s blood 
cries for justice 
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ERLIN – One can only guess what US President Donald Trump hopes to achieve in 
Iran. Does he have designs on a “better” nuclear treaty than the 2015 deal from Bwhich he withdrew the United States? Are he and his advisers assuming that if they 

pile up enough demands, the regime will be forced to submit, or even abdicate? Or are 
they setting the stage for an attempt at regime change through military force?

In all likelihood, they themselves have no idea. That may be just as well, because none of 
the above is going to happen.

To be sure, Trump’s withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA, as 
the 2015 nuclear deal is officially known) fulfilled one of his key campaign promises. The 
problem is that neither he nor his advisers seem to have considered what would come 
next.

One of the few constants of Trump’s approach to policymaking is its focus on winning the 
approval of his core bloc of supporters. Given that he also campaigned against America’s 
foreign entanglements, it is safe to assume that these voters do not want the US to launch 
another war in the Middle East. A military conflagration with Iran would result in even 
more casualties, and prove to be even less winnable, than the US-led wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

For his part, Trump most likely wants to avoid war while still maximizing the pressure on 
the Iranian regime. The problem is that in the political environment of the Persian Gulf, 
the line between these two options is not particularly clear. Past experience shows that 
maximum pressure often creates the conditions for military confrontation.

Trump, unlike his hawkish national security adviser, John Bolton, claims that violent 
regime change is not one of the objectives of his Iran policy. Yet he is acting exactly as if 
the neoconservatives who led former US President George W. Bush into Iraq are still 
calling the shots.

This situation is all the more dangerous considering that US policymakers’ room to 
maneuver in the Middle East has shrunk significantly since 2003. Iran’s strategic position 
today is much stronger than it was then, precisely because the Iraq war toppled its 
foremost regional rival. And far from being isolated in the event of a military escalation, 
Iran would receive material and diplomatic support from both Russia and China.

At least since the fall of the Shah in 1979, Western policy toward Iran has been based on 
illusions. The West, led by the US, has long relied on economic sanctions to force the 
Iranian regime to alter its policies and behavior. But this approach, along with America’s 
many other mistakes in the region, has actually strengthened Iran. The country’s military 
forces or proxies now extend across Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon – all the way to the 
Mediterranean and Israel’s northern border. And though the Iranian economy is bending 
under the weight of sanctions, it isn’t breaking. And the security apparatus is showing no 
cracks whatsoever.

In response to Trump’s decision to renege on the JCPOA and re-impose sanctions, Iran has 
threatened to restart enrichment of weapons-grade uranium. Should the regime acquire 
nuclear weapons, the likelihood of an immediate war or nuclear arms race in the region – 
and the threat to Europe’s security – would be substantial.

Preventing such an outcome is precisely why the Europeans initiated nuclear 
negotiations with Iran in the early 2000s, following the US invasion of Iraq. But not until 
the arrival of US President Barack Obama did the overall Western strategy change. Now 
that Trump is reversing so much of the progress made during the Obama years, it is clear 
that Europe alone is too weak to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons.

It is worth remembering that in addition to its nonproliferation objectives, the JCPOA 
was also designed to reintegrate Iran into the international community. Like the 
Europeans, the Obama administration recognized that isolating Iran had not worked, and 
that another war in the region was not an option. By reversing course, Trump has sealed 
off the only viable path forward.1

Iran has been a distinct political and cultural entity for more than 2,000 years; it isn’t 
going anywhere. The only question is what role this ancient, proud civilization should 
play in the region and the wider world. Without a satisfactory answer to that question, 
the entire Middle East will remain unstable, and the risk of a war extending well beyond 
the region will continue to increase.

Since the US began its partial withdrawal from the Middle East under Obama, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, and Israel have been fighting for regional domination. And, because the JCPOA 
raised the prospect of a US rapprochement with Iran, it did not alleviate the tension 
between these longstanding rivals. In the meantime, Iran has enhanced its position and 
extended its regional presence through the Syrian civil war and other conflicts. With the 
Saudis and Israelis already on tenterhooks, a restoration of the Iranian nuclear-weapons 
program would put the region on the cusp of a major war.

Significant diplomatic efforts will be needed to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear 
weapons, and to formulate a constructive regional and international role for the Islamic 
Republic. But even then, stabilization of the region must come from within; the 
experiences of the past century have proven that.

By withdrawing from the JCPOA for no good reason, Trump has wandered into the Iranian 
maze. Soon, he could come to a fork where he will have to choose between losing face 
and launching a military confrontation. Either way, he will disappoint his loyal fans and 
make the Middle East – and the world – a far more dangerous place.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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RUSSELS – Three years after the United Kingdom’s Brexit referendum, the 
UK is no closer to figuring out how to leave the European Union, and what Bcomes next, than it was when the result was announced. And now a 

Conservative Party leadership election to replace outgoing Prime Minister 
Theresa May is in full swing. To those of us watching from the outside, the debate 
between the candidates confirms that they have learned nothing whatsoever 
from the past two years of negotiations with the EU.2

Sadly, this comes as no surprise, given that the lead candidate is Boris Johnson, 
the Leave campaign’s most prominent architect and a man who continues to 
dissemble, exaggerate, and disinform the public about Brexit. In 2016, Johnson 
and his fellow Brexiteers duped a narrow majority of UK voters into thinking that 
leaving the EU would somehow furnish the British National Health Service with an 
additional £350 million ($445 million) per week. He also drummed up fears that 
Britain’s EU membership would somehow lead to mass immigration from Turkey 
(which happens to be the homeland of his paternal grandfather, Ali Kemal).5

Though Johnson will most likely soon find himself in a position where he must 
make good on his promises, he continues to spread untruths. Chief among them is 
the myth that Britain can tear up the withdrawal agreement that May negotiated 
with the EU, withhold its financial commitments to the bloc, and simultaneously 
start negotiating free-trade deals. To Johnson’s followers, however, he is more 
prophet than politician: only he can deliver a mythical “true Brexit” that will 
deliver the prosperity promised during the referendum campaign.1

As is often the case with populists, reality does not square with Johnson’s 
ensorceling combination of false promises, pseudo-patriotism, and foreigner 
bashing. He and his fellow Brexiteers speak of a “Global Britain” that will trade 
freely with the rest of the world, even as they drag their country down a path 
strewn with uprooted trade ties and substantial new barriers to commerce.1

The real global trading power, of course, is the EU, which has recently concluded 
trade deals with Japan, South Korea, and Canada. As an EU member state, the UK 
automatically benefits from the 40 trade agreements the bloc has in place with 
more than 70 countries. If the UK opts for a “hard” Brexit and leaves without a 
deal, as Johnson has indicated he is willing to do, it would immediately lose 
preferential access to markets that account for around 11% of its total trade. 
(Though May’s government has signed continuity deals with some countries, they 
do not cover nearly as much trade as the UK’s existing arrangement within the 
EU.)1

Moreover, the EU is finalizing negotiations for a new free-trade agreement with 
the Mercosur bloc – Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay – as part of a 
broader Association Agreement between the two regions. That will cement the 
EU’s position as the global leader of open trade. Though European companies 
already export a great deal to Mercosur – €42 billion in goods in 2016; €22 billion 
in services in 2015– tariff barriers are currently high. European exporters face 
levies of 35% on cars, 20-35% on machinery and related components, and 14% on 
pharmaceuticals.1

The proposed trade deal doesn’t lack opponents, including some non-
governmental organizations and EU member states with substantial beef 
industries. EU negotiators will have to strike a careful balance to protect the 
rights of all Europeans across economic sectors. They will also need to address 
deteriorating human-rights and environmental conditions in Brazil, and push for 
provisions to encourage companies to act responsibly, uphold food-safety 
standards, and police against imitations of European food and drink products.

All told, an EU-Mercosur trade agreement – which would be one of the largest 
trade deals in the world, comprising 750 million people – represents a win-win, 
creating opportunities for growth and jobs on both sides. At a time when the US 
and China are locked in a trade and technology war with no end in sight, the EU 
and the Mercosur countries have a chance to lead the world in a more promising 
direction.

Indeed, there is a strong strategic case for finalizing the agreement. As Martin 
Sandbu of the Financial Times recently argued, “The EU does not have many 
military divisions … but it has something nearly as awesome. Authority over the 
world’s largest market.” The EU must use its collective purchasing power to raise 
standards globally, particularly with respect to environmental protection.

A successful conclusion to the EU-Mercosur talks would send a message to the rest 
of the world about the value and importance of open trade. With Johnson likely 
taking power in late July, Europe will have offered still more proof that Brexit is 
not only unnecessary but also detrimental to Britain’s economic interests. The 
“buccaneering” Brexiteers might then finally have to explain what it is they’re 
still complaining about.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org

Trump’s Lose-Lose Iran Strategy

By Joschka Fischer

Boris Johnson’s Big Lie

By Guy Verhofstadt
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r. Browne, I am grateful to you and the Cuttington 
University Family for honoring me with the Dopportunity to share in this important ceremony. I 

congratulate you, members of the Graduating Class of 2019, 
and offer special thanks to the families and friends who 
supported you. 

This is a first university-level commencement address for 
me. I hope it will not be the last. I  do not believe you will 
remember anything I will say, but being my first, I am not likely 
to forget this occasion. I also don't remember what my 
commencements speakers said either. In any case, I hope I can 
hold your attention for a few minutes. I am not known for being 
brief but I intend to try.  I like to make three points. 

The first is that graduations testify to the truth that in each 
of us lies the often unexplored power to transform  dreams into 
reality. For many of you, what may have begun as a dream is, 
today, a reality. By a combination of diligence and 
commitment, you have successfully transformed that dream 
into reality. You have essentially changed your life. Your job 
status may not change tomorrow but your level of qualification 
has changed today. You have successfully altered your reality 
with a new sense of empowerment. We gather today to confirm 
and celebrate your transformation.

You must never forget this about yourselves - you have the 
power to make dreams come true - not only because it is true 
but also because it should guide you in your future endeavors. 
Yes, each of you - ordinary you - can really do extraordinary 
things if you set your minds and hearts to doing it, and are also 
willing to apply your feet and hands to accomplish.

And so, in addition to the receipt of your degrees, what we 
have also come to witness today is the simple but enduring 
truth of human existence - the truth that in each of us lies the 
power to shape our future, the power to pursue our dreams, the 
power to alter our reality, the power to build our lives, the 
power to love our fellow men, the power to continuously define 
ourselves, the power to recreate our world, and the power to 
improve our environment. This is not a power conferred on you 
at graduation; it is a power in you which you use to invoke 
graduation. 

Harnessing the power to own your destiny, in truth, is never 
too easy nor are we liable to celebrate the results as quickly as 
we may desire. And yes, there are no short cuts with 
transformative powers. It takes time; it takes courage; it takes 
belief in God, in self and in the rightness of your dreams; and it 
takes perseverance. Often, we must wrestle with the echoes of 
doubts reverberating in our heads, or the voices of naysayers 
screaming that we cannot succeed. We must also struggle with 
the looming fears of failure and all the negative prophecies 
that could likely attend the pursuit of our dreams. 

Too often, rather than digging deeper with faith and 
believing in ourselves as humans with extraordinary powers to 
recreate ourselves, some are quick to let go - to settle for the 
paths of least resistance, or to surrender their dreams to the 
trappings of fears, doubts and naysayers. Too often, we let 
ourselves fail before we even start. 

For too many of us, the power to recreate ourselves is 
untested and unexplored. We may be unsatisfied with who we 
are, and yet we are afraid to explore who we can be. Some 
people never try to find their transformative power. They look 
to others to try to change them when it is actually within their 
reach to change themselves. And so, they settle to merely exist 
without ever letting themselves truly live. 

And yet, until we actually die, each of us possesses the 
power to shape his or her future. This, in truth, is the essence of 
life - it is the richest blessings of our humanity. This is what 
truly separates us from all other creatures of God. And so, to 
truly live, is to excite the power that lies within us to be the 
best in life that we can possibly be. When the power of our 
humanity is awakened - the power given to “go and conquer the 
earth” - it does not matter what gender, religion or tribe you 
may be, you can never, ever, truly, be the same.  

It does not mean that we have to necessarily compete with 
others, or stab anyone in the back, or even pull others down so 
that we can climb. What it means is that we must have faith - 
faith in a just God whose purpose is that we succeed, and 
attend the search for success with diligence and honor. And we 
must be faithful to our calling.

Yes, we, too, can actually move mountains, not from the 
comforts of our beds and only with a wish that our mountains 
disappear, but with a willingness to push ourselves beyond our 
comforts - beyond the limits others have defined for us, or we 
have grown to accept - and to work as hard, as smart and as 
determined as we possibly can.  

For many of you, earning these degrees were mountains to 
climb. And today, you have proven that you can climb those 
mountains! And so, after today, why doubt yourself anymore? 
Why doubt your power to change your reality? If you can move 
this mountain, you can move any mountain in your life. If you 
have never trusted yourself, or doubted what you can possibly 
accomplish, now and always, look back to today, and let 
yourself believe: You have the power to transform your dream 
into your reality.

The second point I would like to make is equally 
extraordinary in its simplicity. And it is that success is never 
measured by the size of the challenge we face. It is always 
measured by the size of our determination to overcome our 
difficulties. Sir Winston Churchill described this quality of 

determination as “continuous effort - not strength or 
intelligence - is the key to unlocking our potential.”

About two years ago, all that you had was a dream, a 
thought, or an ambition to earn an associate degree. Some of 
you did not even have the money before you embarked on this 
journey. Now, here you stand, living examples that where there 
is a will, there is always a way!

And so, over the course of at least two years of ups and 
downs, failing grades and passing grades, nursing the thoughts 
of dropping out and finding the inner strength to continue, 
paying on time and barely scraping through in debts, after the 
many hours dedicated to studies and hearing others saying you 
would not make it - today, here you proudly stand, transforming 
what seemed to have been an impossibility into your new 
reality. 

About two years ago, many, if not all of you, may have had 
no academic qualification but a high school diploma; now here 
you stand, ready to receive a new level of academic 
qualification. This may not be the highest academic 
qualification you can possibly achieve but it is qualification you 
did not have two years ago. It may not guarantee a job for you 
tomorrow morning. But it has you feeling a bit more 
empowered. And that is not a sense of empowerment anyone 
can take away from you. You have earned it; you should be 
proud of yourselves, as I am proud of you.

And so, your degrees are not only proof of your new 
qualifications, they are actually evidence, if not to the world, 
then certainly to you, of your unwavering determination. That 
determination that has now made this possible is the new lens 
by which you can now view the world and its many possibilities 
for you. It is the yardstick for setting your goals, for challenging 
yourselves, for silencing the critics and naysayers, and for 
confronting your personal fears and doubts. With this 
determination, don't you ever dare to limit yourselves. Reach 
for the sky, and you will soon discover that it is possible to touch 
it. 

You see, your determination is the switch to turn on the 
light when all around you is dark; your determination is the 
overflowing well from which to draw continuous strength to 
keep you moving forward along the winding corridors of life’s 
ever-changing conditions. 

As I review the program, I see the names of men and women 
from all across the rich diversities in our country. And so, it 
reminds me that it really does not matter where you are coming 
from, what your name is, or what difference we may have by 
birth or earthly circumstance; whatever we may desire for 
ourselves, each of us can achieve it, if we are determined to 
try, and to never give up on ourselves. Like Churchill would say, 
“never, never, never give up.”

And so, in all of human endeavors - big or small - success is 
never measured by the size of the challenge we will face but by 
the size of our determination to overcome. The same is also 
true: Our determination is never measured by our perceived 
sociological differences nor is it measured by the length of time 
it may take. It is always measured by the sacrifice in work we 
are willing to make. Determination is an educated choice which 
enables us to see failures as by-products of success and  bumpy 
roads as never being enough to stop us from reaching our 
destiny.  

Many of you did not make it this far with the blessings of 
exceptional brilliance or even enough money to fund your 
schooling. For many of you, each day was a battling choice 
between giving up and carrying on. Naturally, some of you have 
had to work harder than others. This is who you are. And so in all 
things, know yourself, and be the best of whatever you are. 

Douglas Malloch says this best:
If you can't be a pine on the top of the hill
Be a scrub in the valley - but be
The best little scrub by the side of the rill
Be a bush, if you can’t be a tree

If you can't be a bush, be a bit of the grass
And some highway happier make
If you can’t be a muskie, then just be a bass -
But the liveliest bass in the lake!

We can’t all be captains, we've got to be crew
There’s something for all of us here
There’s big work to do and there’s lesser to do
And the task we must do is the near

If you can’t be a highway, then just be a trail
If you can’t be the sun, be a star
It isn't by size that you win or you fail -
But be the best of whatever you are
Lifting the weary spirits of Americans fighting for racial 

equality, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said “If you can’t fly, then 
run, if you can’t run, then walk, if you can't walk, then crawl, 
but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.” And 
so, I say to you, in life, never give up - keep moving forward.

Finally, I begin my third point with two questions: Where do 
you go from here? And how do you intend to get there? I hope 
you have found some time to consider these questions. They 
are important for you. Whatever answers you come up with, 
please consider this advice which is as old as the the Holy Bible 
urging us to let our light shine. It is unwise, the Bible says, to 
light a lamp and then cover it with a bowl, or hide it under a 
bed. A lamp is placed on a candle stand or in a location to shine.  

Consider yourselves to be lighted lamps. Do not bury your 
light. Stand out. Dare to be different. Let your light shine. Your 
light may not be so bright, but let it shine. Your light may be 
small - just a glow - but let it shine. Your light may be from an 
economically-depressed community, but let it shine. Even the 
smallest light can brighten the biggest darkness. Let your light 
shine. 

Shining your light is applying yourselves diligently and 
honorably to be better. It is not just claiming to have an 
intention, but also, it is acting on your intentions. They say an 
expert is someone who has applied at least 10,000 working 
hours to their craft. Don't settle for less. Shining your light 
means applying yourselves diligently to being the best that you 
can be in whatever you are called to do. Shining your light is an 
unending commitment to the continuous improvements of your 
minds for it is our minds, not material possessions, or wealth 
that is the measure of a man. 

Said Dr. Isaac Watts, the English hymwriter and theologian:
Tis true my form is something odd
But blaming me is blaming God
Could I create myself anew
I would not fail in pleasing you

Were I so tall to reach the pole
Or grasp the ocean with my span
I must be measured by my soul
The mind’s the standard of the man

My father never would have matched the eloquence of Dr. 
Watts, Sir Churchill or Dr. King. How would he? But he was never 
short on wisdom and hard work. As a boy, he ran away from the 
safe surroundings of his village in Rivercess, and came to 
Monrovia, where he knew no one, and could speak no English. 
He was defiant in refusing to settle for becoming either a 
fisherman or a farmer, the life to which many of his peers were 
restricted. He wanted something more for himself, and if he 
could not get it, he wanted it for his seed. He slept in market 
places, and knocked about town teaching himself to be a 
mason, and to speak and write as much English as he needed to 
communicate.

As my brothers and I tumbled over each other on the old 
spring bed - somehow it always pulled us to the center - and my 
sisters were experiencing the same in their room, my father 
was busy tearing down and rebuilding overnight portions of the 
mat house of three rooms he had hurriedly constructed in 
Gardnersville, until it became a cemented building. He had to 
work overnight because he had to go to his day job of a 
maintenance man at the JFK Memorial Hospital. 

My mother, a cook at the Maternity Hospital, was up at 3am 
every morning to bake bread to supplement the family’s 
income so that I would attend the St. Patrick’s High School, and 
so that my siblings would get the best education which none of 
my parents had. My parents knew - they understood - that the 
mind is the standard of the man. What they did not have, they 
wanted their children to have. And today, it is by their light - 
their hard work and determination - that I have seen my way to 
reach where they did not reach. It is on their untiring efforts 
that I proudly stand today.

As often as he could, my father would say to me and my 
siblings: “Life is a blank check given to you by God. God wants 
you to write your value on your check. He has given you the 
power to do so. Never be afraid to write upon your blank check 
the true value of your worth.” “And never forget”, he would 
say, “whatever value you write on your check, that is the same 
value the world will accept of you.” He would often end by 
saying, each day you breathe, is a chance to rewrite your value. 
Never miss the opportunity while you still breathe.

And so today, I urge you as my father urged me: Write on 
your blank checks. Do not return it to God as blank as He gave it 
to you. And write the value you know you are, you know you are 
truly worth, and you know the world ought to accept of you.

Congratulations to the Class of 2019.
May God richly bless you.

Commencement address delivered by Amb. Lewis 
G. Brown at the Cuttington University Junior College 
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Howard-Taylor According to a 
dispatch, shared thoughts on 
t h e  t h e m e  " W o m e n ' s  
Leadership in Africa: an 
Inspiring Evolution for a Global 
Change ".

VP Howard-Taylor furthered 
that women must endure, 
embrace education, mentor 
younger women, fight against 

where he served as Special 
Representative of the Secretary 
General (SRSG) of the United 
Nations and Head of the UN 
peacekeeping mission (UNMIL) 
which provided security and 
political support for the 2005 
national democratic elections 
in Liberia, ushering in more 
than a decade of peace and 
stability.

Weah for being one of the 
progressive young world 
leaders.

Judge Eboe-Osuji praised 
President Weah for his current 
development initiatives, saying 
“there is no magic wand and 
quick fixes in nation building.” 
He extended an invitation to 
President Weah to visit the 
C o u r t  a t  h i s  e a r l i e s t  
convenience.

In response, President Weah 
thanked Judge Eboe-Osuji for 
the courtesy visit, noting that 
Liberia is now a UN success 
story in preserving peace and 
democracy. He briefed the ICC 
Judge about his past role as a 
UN Peace Ambassador in 
p r o m o t i n g  p e a c e  a n d  
preventing impunity in Liberia. 

According to President 

Weah, his administration will 
abide by all protocols to which 
Liberia has acceded.   

He also explained his 
administration’s efforts in 
promoting restorative justice 
through the Palava Hut Model 
where the aggrieved and 
perpetrators can dialogue to 
seek peace and justice.  He 
mentioned the importance of 
electoral reform as practiced in 
advanced democracies like the 
United States. President Weah 
also praised the approach of 
the ICC in reaching out to world 
leaders because “people should 
not be afraid of the ICC”. 
President Weah accepted the 
i nv i t a t i on  to  v i s i t  t he  
court.—Press release

isolation, and join political 
parties in order to contribute 
t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  
international discourse. 

She proffered that women 
are multi-tasking, and should 
therefore build a "Critical 
Mass" to engender the change 
they want to see.

T h e  L i b e r i a  f e m a l e  

ice President Jewel 
Howard-Taylor has Vrecommended the 

establishment of "Women 
Political Fund" for the 
purpose of supporting women 
in  e lec t ioneer ing  and  
development processes. 

Giving her perspective on 
women's leadership in Africa, 
Vat the 30th Annual Session of 
the Crans Montana Forum 
held in Geneva, Switzerland, 
from June 26 to 29, 2019, VP 
Taylor also call on African 
women to recognize their 
power as manifested in their 
numbers.

She highlighted the global 
statistics which suggests that 
by 2030, Africa will have a 
population of 2 billion 
people, 50% of which will be 
women, representing the 
largest group of females in 
the world.

The Liberian first female 
Vice President, who is also 
the President of the Liberian 
Senate, spoke recently when 
she served as Guest of Honor 
at the 30th Annual Session At 
the session of the African 
Women's Forum, Madam 

advocate shared the platform 
w i t h  M r s .  
HajaCondeDjeneKaba, First 
Lady of the Republic of Guinea, 
Mrs. AsmaaDyani, Director, 
Phosboucraa Foundation, 
Morocco, and Mr. Alan Doss, 
Pr e s i d e n t ,  Ko f i  A n n a n  
Foundation. 

Mr. Doss has a historic 
relationship with Liberia, 

n the wake of mounting 
pressure here for the Iestablishment of a war 

and economic crimes court for 
Liberia, President George 
Manneh Weah over the 
weekend met with the 
President of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), Judge 
Eboe-Osuji on the margins of 
the 55th Ordinary Summit of 
the Authority of ECOWAS Heads 
of State and Government.  

According to an Executive 
Mansion press release issued 
Friday, 28 June, Judge Eboe-
Osuji said he was opportune to 
meet with President Weah to 
discuss the role of the ICC in 
promoting peace and security 
in the world.

The current regime of 

President Weah is not at ease 
with campaign for  the 
establishment of a war and 
economic  c r imes  court  
because some of the key 
political allies of the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) including vote – 
rich Nimba County Senator and 
former warlord Prince Yormie 
Johnson are against being 
prosecuted for war crimes. 

But as the war crimes court 
campaign appears to get both 
local and external backing, 
Judge Eboe-Osuji briefed 
President Weah on the role of 
the ICC in promoting better 
re la t ions  w i th  ECOWAS 
Member States about the work 
of the ICC. 

He commended President 

More headline news   More headline news

Laporte held several key 
positions in the Seychelles 
gove rnment ,  i n c l ud i ng  
Governor of the Central Bank 
of Seychelles, and later 
Minister for Finance, Trade 
and Investment.  Laporte is 
also a former International 
Monetary Fund Economist and 
F u n d  R e s i d e n t  
Representative. He also 
worked in the private sector as 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
the SACOS Insurance Group in 
Seychelles.

In his new position, 

Laporte’s top three priorities 
will be to (i) lead the Bank's 
strategic dialogue with 
Ghana, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone and support the 
implementation of the World 
Bank’s  A f r i ca  Reg ion ’s  
priorities, (ii) deepen the 
p o l i c y  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
partnership with governments 
and key stakeholders, and (iii) 
oversee the delivery and 
implementation of the lending 
and non-lending portfolio. 

Laporte holds a Masters’ 
Degree in Economics (with 
D i s t i n c t i o n )  f r o m  t h e  
University of Sheffield (UK) 
and a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Economics with 
C o m p u t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
University of Surrey (UK). He is 
also a holder of several 
awards; in 1998 he received 
the Midland Bank Award for 
Outstanding Performer in the 
Economics, Money, Banking 
and Finance programs of the 
University of Sheffield (1998). 
He received the 2013 Southern 
African Finance Minister of the 
Year award by the African 
Leadership Magazine and a 
Special Commendation Award 
for Outstanding Contribution 
and Service to Humanity by 
the Georgia Legislative Black 
Caucus in 2014.

He is married with two 
children

he World Bank has 
appointed Pierre TFrank Laporte as the 

new Country Director for 
Ghana, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone.  His appointment 
takes effect from July 1, 
2019 and he will be based in 
the World Bank’s Accra 
Office.Pierre Frank Laporte, 
a national of Seychelles 
joined the World Bank in July 
2015 as Country Director for 
Benin, Burkina, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Togo in the Africa Region.

Prior to joining the Bank, 

    MONDAY        JULY   01

VP Taylor wants women political fund establish

World Bank announces new Country 
Director for Ghana, Liberia and Sierra Leone

War crimes court in sight?
-Weah meets ICC president 
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More headline news   More headline news

begging for scholarships and 
o the r  handout s  due  to  
hardships.” 

For his part, Diggs K. 
Singbah, Youth Leader, Salala 
District in Bong County, notes 
that Liberian youth often face 
“extreme hardship to access 
the right opportunities to 
become marketable and 
productive. We hope that this 
project will help improve lives 
of young people by making them 
p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n s ” . A 
multidimensional joint effort of 
FAO, ILO, WFP, and the 
government, the peacebuilding 
fund project is a 24-month 
activity with primary purpose 
aimed at sustaining peace 
through reduction in youth 
vulnerability through their 
pos i t i ve  engagement  in  
improved rice, vegetable, 
poultry, and fish farming. Press 
Release

m i n i s t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Agriculture, Gender, Labour 
and Youth and Sports as well as 
the Cooperative Development 
Agency (CDA) describe the 
project as timely for Liberia. 

“Young people can only be 
able to foster peace and fight 
against violence when they are 
empowered with the essential 
skills and opportunities to be 
marketable and this project is 
the right vehicle, says Bong 
County Gender Coordinator, 
Anita K. Rennie.

At the same time youth 
leaders in Lofa and Bong 
Counties say they are hopeful 
of a more empowered and 
independent youth population. 
F. Augustine Kokulo, Jr, Youth 
President of Zorzor District in 
Lofa County, is “optimistic that 
this project will make our 
youth to graduate from 
continuously standing at the 
door-steps of politicians, 

people and not personal 
interest.

Margibi County Senator 
Oscar A. Cooper stresses that 
the primary objective of the 
COP is to create an enabling 
environment for the people 
of Liberia rather than selfish 
intent.He resigned from the 

opportunities for youth in 
conflict-prone areas” project 
is a team-driven effort 
i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  
Government of Liberia through 
the Ministries of Agriculture, 
Gender, Labour and Youth and 
Sports in collaboration with 
the United Nations including 

FAO, WFP, and ILO, with 
support of the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office in Liberia.

Performing the official 
launch recently, Deputy Youth 
and Sports Minister for 
Technical and Vocational 

COP recently following the 07 
J u n e  p r o t e s t ,  c i t i n g  
inconsistency in the group’s 
activities. Speaking to 
reporters at his resident in 
Bassa Community, Kakata, 
Margibi County, Senator notes 
that the objective of the 
group is to protect the 
citizens’ interest  and 
advocate for an enabling 
environment for them live.

He says another protest for 
July 09, as being pronounced 
by the COP i s  of  no 
significance to the Liberian 
people, 

urging supporters of the 
Council to do away with 
continuous protestation.

Senator Cooper, who seeks 
re-election in 2020, is one of 
the architects behind the 
formation of the Council of 
Patriots, which led the “Save 
T h e  S t a t e "  c a m p a i g n  
recently.

He is one of the critical 
voices in the Liberian Senate 
with the fortitude to stand up 
t o  h i s  c o l l e a gue s  on  
important matters of state. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

forms, including building their 
capacity to enable them apply 
for job, while under the 
Entrepreneurship program, 
beneficiaries are trained in 
business knowledge and given 
small grant to help them start 
their own business.Mr. Debee 
f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h e  
Apprenticeship program places 
youth in on the job training for 
three months after which they 
are dispatched to various 
businesses, “but before that 
we did pre-deployment 
training like leadership, work 
ethics, among others.”

“We started with 59 people, 
but some dropped  due to 
personal reasons, and today 
we are certificating 30 persons 
who went thru after they have 
completed the week- long 
training, among them are 20 
females, and 10 males.”

He notes that the exercise is 
an urban youth livelihood 
program with a mission to 
empowering young Liberians to 
find meaningful market-drive 
e m p l o y m e n t ,  o r  s e l f -
employment through increase 
skills, self-confidence, and 
economic opportunity.

“If you look at this country, 
young people make up huge 
portion of the population, and 
the unemployment rate is 
high; it is against this backdrop 
that Mercy Corps though it wise 
to provide these trainings and 
the objective is to provide 

basic employment skills for 
y o u n g  p e o p l e ” ,  h e  
reiterates.Keynote speaker 
Ms. Janice Love Bropleh, who 
is also CEO of L’ Afrik Polis 
Fashion, encourages the 
graduates to apply the 
relevant skills acquired in 
order to make an impact in 
their various communities, and 
society at large.

Speaking on the topic, 
“How Ready are you for Job”, 
she reminds the graduates that 
before they go out to seek for 
jobs, they should know what 
interest them and what skills 
they bring to the workplace.‘It 
is not about the money, don’t 
attach yourself to any amount 
especially, when you cannot 
make an impact at any work 
place, because most jobs 
cannot give you the amount 
you want but experiences”, 
says Ms. Bropleh.

Meanwhile, one of the 
beneficiaries who receive 
certificate in apprenticeship, 
Ms .  Lay topoe  L .  Dahn  
expresses delight over the 
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  e x t e n d s  
gratitude to Mercy Corps for 
the opportunity.Mercy Corps is 
a global team of humanitarians 
t h a t  p a r t n e r  w i t h  
communities, corporations 
and governments to transform 
lives around the world. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

 former advisor to 
the Council  of APatriots, organizers 

of the June 07, 2019 protest 
in Monrovia denounces call 
for another protest for 09 
July, saying, the COP should 
be about the Liberian 

he Government of 
Liberia and the TUnited Nations in 

L i b e r i a  l a u n c h  a  
Peacebuilding Fund Project in 
Gbarnga, Bong County, to 
support peacebuilding and 
i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i n g  
entrepreneurship among 
youth groups in Bong and Lofa 

Counties.
According to the World 

Food  Prog ramme,  the  
“Sustaining peace and 
improving social cohesion 
through the promotion of 
r u r a l  e m p l o y m e n t  

Education, Peter Bemah, urged 
young people of both counties 
to embrace the project and be 
posit ive instruments of  
sustaining the peace, fostering 
social cohesion and living side-
by-side in oneness. The deputy 
minister pledged the Ministry’s 
commitment in making the 

project successful as a basis for 
expansion to other counties, 
saying.  “If this project is not 
successful, we will not be able 
to expand to other parts of 
Liberia to reach more youth.”

O t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  
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Sen. Cooper rejects 
another protest by COP

  Senator Oscar A. Cooper  Senator Oscar A. Cooper

By Stone Siakor

Mercy Corps 

Govt., UN launch Peacebuilding Fund in Bong 

Participants from Ministries of Agriculture, Gender, Labour, Youth and Sports,                                                                       
Cooperative Development Agency, UN and beneficiaries at the launch

Participants from Ministries of Agriculture, Gender, Labour, Youth and Sports,                                                                       
Cooperative Development Agency, UN and beneficiaries at the launch
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FrançaisFrançais

expérience culturelle, de 
d i v e r t i s s e m e n t  e t  d e  
responsabilisation au monde 
et de célébration de la 
culture noire globale.

La célébration de cette 
année marquera le retour des 
ESSENCE Black Excellence 
Awards pour la première fois 
en 20 ans et vise à rendre 
hommage aux personnes qui 
font la différence dans leurs 
communautés respectives. Le 
f e s t i v a l  p r é s e n t e r a  
également pour la première 
fois le Forum économique 
mondial sur les Noirs, le 
Festival de la gastronomie et 
du vin, la Maison de la mode 
et la Maison du bien-être, 
a v e c  l ' i n t é g r a t i o n  
internationale de la culture 
et des talents africains.

Dennis n'a jamais occupé 
de poste politique au Libéria, 
mais s'est enrichi grâce à la 
vente de beurre de karité 
dans les rues de New York.

Né et élevé au Libéria, 
Dennis a émigré en Amérique 
pour fréquenter l'université 
mais n'a pas pu revenir après 
l'obtention de son diplôme en 
1991, en raison de la guerre 
civile qui faisait rage à 
l'époque.

C'est à ce moment-là qu'il a 
commencé Sundial avec une 
camarade de chambre à 
l'université, Nyema Tubman, 
et sa mère, Mary Dennis.

«Nous avons commencé à 
fabriquer des savons élaborés 
à partir des recettes de ma 
grand-mère dans notre 
appartement du Queens et 

La Liberia Electricity 
Corporation (LEC) perd 62% 
de ses revenus en raison du 
vol d'électricité, ce qui 
représente 4,26 millions de 
dollars US par mois, a 
i n d i q u é M o n i e C a p t a n ,  
m e m b r e  d u  c o n s e i l  
d’administration de la 
société et Directeur General 
de Millennium Challenge 
Account-Liberia.

revenus afin d'assurer une 
prestation de services 
efficace.

D e s  c o n n e x i o n s  
supplémentaires devraient 
être réalisées dans le cadre 
du  poo l  éne rgé t i que  
régional, des énergies 
renouvelables, du mini-
réseau et de l’alimentation 
transfrontalière. C’est là 
u n e  d e s  p o s s i b i l i t é s  
s u p p l é m e n t a i r e s  
d’accroître l ’accès à  
l’électricité dans les régions 

rurales et urbaines.
M. Captan a déclaré que 

le partenariat des donateurs 
serait nécessaire pour 
é larg ir  l ’accès et  le  
transfert de sources de 
production à davantage 
d’énergies renouvelables.

L’absence d’accès à une 
électricité plus fiable et 
plus abordable est l’un des 
principaux obstacles à 
l ’ a m é l i o r a t i o n  d e  
l’économie du Libéria et à la 
réduction de la pauvreté.

S’exprimant lors d’une 
c o n f é r e n c e  s u r  l e  
développement organisée par 
l’USAID, MonieCaptan a 
déclaré que le problème est 
aggravé par le manque de 
matériel de connexion qui 
limite la société dans le 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  s e s  
connexions et la génération 
des revenus nécessaires pour 
se maintenir en tant que 

service public viable.
Malgré la réhabilitation de 

la Centrale hydroélectrique 
de Mount Coffee et la 
production de 88 mégawatts, 
le transport et la distribution 
sont encore limités.

M. Captan a déclaré que 
les producteurs d'électricité 
indépendants qui seront 
enregistrés et agréés par la 
C o m m i s s i o n  d e  
r é g l e m e n t a t i o n  d e  
l'électricité du Libéria (LERC) 
constituent une opportunité 
de combler le déficit de 
demande.

La lo i  de 2015 sur  
l'électricité a créé la LERC en 
t an t  qu ' o r gan i sme  de  
réglementation du secteur de 
l'électricité qui recevra les 
demandes,  contrô lera,  
enregistrera et autorisera les 
s o c i é t é s  p r i v é e s  q u i  
demandent à fournir de 
l'électricité.

Le Directeur exécutif de la 
LERC, Augustus Goanu, a 
déclaré que le secteur privé 
atoujours fourni plus d'accès 
à l'électricité que la LEC.

M. Goanu a déclaré que le 
secteur de l'électricité doit 
être privatisé afin que le 
Libéria génère davantage de 

e  m i l l i a r d a i r e  
américain d’origine Llibérienne Richelieu 

D e n n i s ,  p r o p r i é t a i r e  
d’ESSENCE et de Sundial 
Brands, organisera le 25ème 
anniversaire du festival 
d’Essence du 4 au 7 juillet 
cette année à la Nouvelle-
Orléans, en Louisiane, aux 
États-Unis. L 'ancienne 
Présidente Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf quittera le pays 
vendredi pour prononcer le 
discours liminaire au Global 
Black Economic Forum du 
festival.

Parmi les principaux 
orateurs précédents du 
festival figurent l'ancien 
président américain Barack 
O b a m a ,  l a  s t a r  
téléaméricaine MogulOprah 
W i n f r e y,  l ' a n c i e n n e  
secrétaire d'État américaine 
Hillary Clinton, la star 
hollywoodienne Halle Berry 
et l'évêque TD Jakes, entre 
autres.

La liste des invités de 
cette année comprendra 
l ’ancienne prés idente 
Sirleaf et le président 

avons commencé à les vendre 
dans les rues de New York 
pour survivre. Au fur et à 
mesure que notre société 
grandissait et que nous 
commencions à agrandir 
notre famille aux États-Unis, 
nos influences culturelles et 
nos divers horizons de vie 
nous ont aidés à encore mieux 
comprendre la criticité d'un 
point de vue inclusif. Cela a 
eu une incidence sur notre 
vision du monde, de nos 
affaires et, plus important 
encore, sur la façon dont nous 
concevons notre objectif, a 
déclaré Dennis dans une 
interview à Lifehacker en 
août dernier.

« Nous avons démarré 
notre société pour répondre à 
un besoin de survie, mais nous 
l’avons construite sur la base 
d’une mission consistant non 
seulement pour aider les 
autres à survivre, mais 
également à prospérer », a 
poursuivi Dennis.

S o n  S u n d i a l  B r a n d s  
(célèbre pour des marques 
telles que SheaMoisture) est 
devenu l'une des plus grandes 
entrepr i ses  de beauté 
naturelle aux États-Unis. En 
2017, la société a été acquise 
par Unilever pour un montant 
estimé à 1,6 milliard de 
dollars.Chez Unilever, où il 
reste en tant que PDG de 
Sundial Brands, Dennis a 
lancé le New VoicesFund, un 
fonds de 100 millions de 
dollars qui investira dans des 
entreprises détenues ou 
gérées par des femmes de 
couleur.

g h a n é e n  N a n a  A d d o  
DankwaAkufo-Addo, en plus 
de son auditoire international 
annuel dépassant les 500 000 
personnes sur trois jours.

Le milliardaire américain 
d’origine libérienne Dennis a 
a c q u i s  E s s e n c e  
Communications Inc., la 
marque qui détient le 
magazine Essence et le 

festival annuel Essence, de 
Time Inc., en 2018, par 
l'intermédiaire de sa société 
SheaMoisture.

Avec un capital total 
d’environ 4 milliards de 
dollars US depuis sa création, 
le festival ESSSENCE a créé un 
« foyer » pour les femmes 
noires et leurs communautés, 
en tant que plus grande 

Richelieu DennisRichelieu Dennis
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Le milliardaire d’origine libérienne accueille 
le 25ème anniversaire du festival d’ESSENCE

La LEC perd 62% de ses revenus 
en raison du vol de courant
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ONDRES – Les équipes de surveillance 
bancaire de la Banque d'Angleterre « doivent Llire à présent chaque semaine une 

documentation équivalant en volume au double 
de l'œuvre intégrale de Shakespeare. » On doit 
cette estimation à Huw van Steenis, qui vient de 
publier un nouveau rapport intitulé « Future of 
Finance », commandé par Mark Carney, le 
gouverneur sortant de la Banque.

On pourrait certes se demander ce que l'on entend 
par « équivalent. » Rares sont les articles 
réglementaires capables de rivaliser avec la 
production littéraire du Barde quant à son 
intemporalité ou son utilisation expressive de la 
langue : la Banque d'Angleterre les renverrait 
probablement immédiatement à leurs auteurs si 
ces derniers étaient capables d'écrire aussi bien. 
Mais la remarque de van Steenis sur le volume de 
ces articles est pertinente. Le système de 
surveillance bancaire est devenu très complexe, 
avec un risque que la forêt soit entièrement 
cachée par des milliers d'arbres.

L'équipe qui a produit le rapport a demandé à 
McKinsey and Company d'évaluer le coût de tous 
ces rapports aux banques du Royaume-Uni. Leur 
estimation se chiffre entre 2 et 4,5 milliards de 
livres (soit entre 2,5 et 5,7 milliards de dollars) 
par an - ce qui est une fourchette plutôt large, 
mais même la borne inférieure est un grand 
nombre, qui a un impact important sur la 
rentabilité.

Van Steenis soutient qu'une meilleure utilisation 
de la technologie - regtech - pourrait changer la 
donne. Les équipes de surveillance bancaire 
devraient utiliser l'intelligence artificielle et 
l'apprentissage machine pour interroger les 
déc la ra t ions  rég lementa i res  e t  pour  
diagnostiquer les risques et les anomalies. Il 
précise également qu'une grande partie de la 
complexité trouve son origine dans le 
chevauchement et parfois dans les priorités 
divergentes des différents organes de 
surveillance. Comparé à celui des États-Unis, le 
système du Royaume-Uni est relativement simple, 
mais les banques doivent en outre se conformer 
aux exigences de la Banque d'Angleterre, de la 
Financial Services Authority, de la Financial 
Conduct Authority, de la Competition and Markets 
Authority, du Payment Systems Regulator et de 
l'Open Banking Implementation Entity. Il n'est pas 
toujours facile de les concilier.

Le problème est particulièrement grave en 
matière de paiements, qui, en raison des 
nouveaux venus - dont Facebook fera peut-être 
bientôt partie avec sa devise Libra - sont devenus 
beaucoup plus complexes à surveiller. En 
conséquence, un certain nombre d'organes de 
surveillance imposent leurs exigences propres.

Van Steenis plaide en faveur d'une « stratégie 
conjointe pour améliorer nos infrastructures de 
paiement et de surveillance » et en faveur d'une 
approche qu'il décrit comme analogue au contrôle 
de la circulation aérienne, afin de veiller à ce que 
des exigences de réglementation différentes 
n'atterrissent pas sur les banques et sur d'autres, 
de manière non coordonnée et ingérable. Le 
gouvernement br i tannique a  répondu 
positivement à cette idée, mais il ne sera pas 
facile d'apporter plus de cohérence à une gamme 
d'organes de surveillance, ayant chacun ses 
propres obligations légales et ses propres 
dirigeants politiques. Les contrôleurs du trafic 

aérien peuvent donner l'ordre à un avion de se 
mettre en circuit d'attente, comme tous ceux qui 
ont atterri à Heathrow ces dernières années ne le 
savent que trop bien. Qui peut ordonner à une 
réglementation légale de retourner dans son coin 
pour attendre son tour ? Espérons que les pouvoirs 
publics peuvent répondre à cette question.

Les passages les plus intéressants de « Future of 
Finance » portent sur l'évolution en cours des 
moyens de paiement. Les flux de liquidités sont en 
déclin dans de nombreux pays, mais les taux 
d'intérêt diffèrent sensiblement d'un endroit à 
l'autre. L'utilisation de trésorerie a diminué de plus 
de 80 % en Suède au cours de la dernière décennie et 
est à présent en baisse de 10 % par an au Royaume-
Uni, bien qu'elle ait à peine évolué en Allemagne. 
Van Steenis nous avertit que « l'expérience suédoise 
montre que sans un plan coordonné, le rythme du 
changement risque d'exclure certains groupes de la 
société. »

Il témoigne également de son scepticisme à l'égard 
des cryptomonnaies : « Les crypto-actifs non 
soutenus par une monnaie ne sont pas une réserve 
de valeur fiable, sont des intermédiaires d'échange 
inefficaces et ne font tout simplement pas le poids. 
» En outre, il ne voit aucune argumentation 
convaincante en faveur d'une banque centrale de la 
monnaie numérique, ce qui le met en désaccord 
avec d'autres interlocuteurs dans le monde des 
banques centrales, qui peuvent être séduits par 
certains aspects de cette idée, en particulier celui 
d'une plus grande marge de manœuvre pour imposer 
des taux d'intérêt négatifs.

Mais malgré son scepticisme quant à la viabilité des 
cryptomonnaies, les banquiers ne vont pas trouver 
un grand réconfort dans la lecture de « Future of 
Finance. » Il fait remarquer que Ant Financial, que 
j'ai visité à Shanghai la semaine dernière, est 
maintenant le plus grand cabinet de services 
financiers, comptant plus d'un milliard de clients, 
sans une seule succursale physique. Il y a davantage 
de paiements par mobiles et sans contact en Chine 
chaque année - chiffrés à 15,4 mille milliards de 
dollars - comparé à ce que gèrent Visa et 
MasterCard. En réponse à ce rapport, la Banque 
d'Angleterre a annoncé qu'à l'avenir, les prestataires 
de paiement non bancaires seront autorisés à 
détenir des comptes productifs d'intérêts à la 
banque centrale - un privilège autrefois réservé aux 
banques commerciales.

Tout professionnel de la finance sait qu'une 
révolution est en cours, menée par une technologie 
de rupture. Jusqu'à présent, l'ensemble des 
répercussions pour les fournisseurs et pour les 
organes de surveillance des finances est loin d'être 
compris. Le rapport de la Banque d'Angleterre 
apporte un éclairage précieux sur certains aspects 
de cette révolution. Il examine la menace envers les 
flux de revenus principaux des banques 
traditionnelles dans un monde analogique.

Il est juste de faire face à cette menace et 
d'éprouver de l'anxiété à ce sujet. Comme Laerte le 
dit à Ophélie qui entame son badinage avec Hamlet : 
« Crains-le : la meilleure sureté, c'est la crainte. » 
Cet avertissement ne figure probablement pas dans 
la lecture hebdomadaire - longue comme l'œuvre de 
Shakespeare - des équipes de surveillance de la 
Banque d'Angleterre. Il devrait peut-être en faire 
partie.

FrançaisFrançais

ue le président Alpha 
Condé se limite a Qprendre acte de la 

volonté des membres de 
son gouvernement de 
soutenir son projet de 
forfaiture ne doit même 
pas être une actualité qui 
mérite une attention car il 
y va de soi. Le seul auquel 
il restait un minimum de 
conscience et d’éthique a 
pris ses distances en 
demissionnant.
Alors quelle importance 
peut avoir une volonté 
d ’ u n  g o u v e r n e m e n t  
décrédibilisé dont les 
membres sont nommés que 
pour obéir au doigt et à 
l’oeil sans dignité ni fierté 
a u x  d é s i r s  d e  l e u r  
employeur dont la seule 
préoccupation demeure 
ses intérêts égoïstes ? 
D’ailleurs dans un système 
p r é s i d e n t i e l ,  u n  

gouvernement est toujours 
le reflet de la volonté de 
celui qui dispose du 
pouvoir de nomination par 
décret. Cela veut dire que 
face a un tel enjeu l’avis 
du gouvernement n’a 
aucune importance car il 
ne reflète que la volonté 
d’un seul individu.
La seule particularité du 
cas en présence est le fait 
que si on évalue la 
r e p r é s e n t a t i v i t é  
électorale ou sociale 
(notoriété, réputation, 
crédibilité…) des membres 
de l’actuel gouvernement, 
à commencer par le 
Premier ministre, on se 
rend aisément compte 
q u ’ a u c u n  d e  c e s  
imposteurs promoteurs de 
la forfaiture n’a une 
l é g i t i m i t é  p o u r  
représenter une fraction 

du peuple de Guinée quand 
i l  s ’ e x p r i m e .  L e u r  
utilisation dans ce projet 
démoniaque demontre 
juste l’impasse dans 
laquelle Alpha Condé se 
trouve.
Par ailleurs, les stratégies 
par la manipulation des 
masses avec l’argent 
(corruption et achat de 
c o n s c i e n c e ) ,  l a  
propagande des médias 
d’État, l’intimidation des 
f o n c t i o n n a i r e s  e t  
l’intoxication (utilisation 
d e s  i n t e l l e c t u e l s  
m a l h o n n ê t e s  e t  
équilibristes) ne sont plus a 
d é c o u v r i r  p o u r  l e s  
Guinéens qui en ont été 
victimes pendant plus d’un 
demi-siècle. Ce sont des 
pratiques communistes qui 
n e  g a r a n t i s s e n t  n i  
popularité ni adhésion a 
ceux qui en font usage.

A l’évidence le peuple est 
e n  a v a n c e  s u r  s e s  
dirigeants et tout porte a 
croire qu’ils le sauront 
bientôt a leur détriment 
car le réveil risque d’etre 
t a r d i f  e t  s u r t o u t  
douloureux pour eux.
On est en droit de 
s’interroger pourquoi ce 
régime s’embrouille pour 
r a c o n t e r  q u e  d e s  
s tup id i tés  à  chaque 
occasion ?
Ne soyons pas distrait par 
des agitations d’un régime 
en désintégration. Restons 
sereins et focalisons-nous 
sur l’essentiel.
Que Alpha Condé se 
prononce ouvertement s’il 
est confiant !
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Shakespeare et les organes 
de réglementation bancaire

Par Howard Davies

Ce gouvernement n’a aucune légitimité 
pour engager le peuple de Guinée
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ccording to the newspaper Hot Pepper Liberia's 
most recent investigative report entitled, “LACC AInvestigation Reveals”, detailed a planned, 

massive corruption activities by Bong County 
Administrative officials in collaboration with the Bong 
County Legislative Caucus in the theft of public 
resources of hundreds of millions of US dollars allocated 
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
construction/administration of the Bong County 

Technical College (Hot Pepper Liberia, June 28, 2019).

 LACC BONG COUNTY INVESTIGATION  Kenneth Y. Awadji 
(?)

LACC BONG COUNTY INVESTIGATION
County Legislative Caucus & County Administrative 
officials

This article lends support clarification and the source of 
the National Scheme for theft of public resources 
allocated consistent with prudent public policies, but 
end up in the pockets of government officials or the 
nation's political rulers.

The New Budget Law
This was, and is, an Act of the National Legislature 
passed and approved during FY July 1, 2012/June 30, 
2013 with several, major provisions that are patent 
violations of prudent economic and financial 
management, particularly for a poor, small developing 
nation as our country.  Extensive support citations are 
not, really necessary but, for emphasis and examples, 
we cite the following provisions:

Section 2, Liberian Currency Conversion Rate from 
Liberian dollars to US dollars (and others) at the Central 
Bank of Liberia (CBL), (2017-2019) now stands at an 
average exchange rate of L$ 196.7 to US$ 1.00 dollar for 
the months going into more than a year immediately 
after the elections.  

Section-3(a), Revenue Estimates by the Liberia Revenue 
Authority to support operation of the Government of 
Liberia have been, and are, deeply shrouded in 
corruption and management dishonesty.

Section 6[a(1)], Structure of National Budget even 
though Government Revenue and expenditure programs 
are planned for the short- to medium-term, Legislative 
approval will be required annually, because the core 
Administrative and over-riding, recurrent Budget has 

been for salaries and allowances. Recent IMF advice: 
reduce payroll and related costs!!    
Section 9 (a), Management of County CDF/SDF 
Development Funds allocated directly to all county   
budgets, each county shall establish and manage a 
County Development Account in the name of the county 
at a local bank for the purpose of control and Section 
9(b), Complementary to the terms and conditions of 
agreements pertaining to all funds allocated in a budget 
directly to a county as County Development Funds 
( C D F ) ;   

Section 9(e), The Minister of Internal Affairs shall 
request allotments against the amounts appropriated in 
this budget as County Development and Social 
Development Funds for each county, taking into account 
the time of the year that is most conducive for 
execution or rural development activities in Liberia, 
based on Resolutions of each County Council; 

Section 9(f), Upon issuance of the allotments, the 
Minister of Internal Affairs shall raise the necessary 
vouchers and deposit the funds into existing 
Development Account of each county. The Minister of 
Internal Affairs shall also ensure that each County 
Council requests the entire amount appropriated as 
County and Social Development Funds in this budget and 
have said amount deposited into the County 
Development Fund Account within the first six months of 
the fiscal year to prevent any portion of said 
appropriation lapsing at the end of the fiscal year.

Section 9(g), Access to the County Development Fund 
shall be upon Resolution of the County Council.

Section 9(h), Mandate of the County Council shall serve 
as the highest decision of the county on matters of 
development and fund-management. 

Section 9[h (1), Decision of the County Council shall be 
expressed in the form of Resolutions, which shall be 
signed by the heads of delegations attending the sitting; 
the presiding officers of the sitting; witnessed by the 
County Superintendent or, in the stead, the County 
Assistant Superintendent for Fiscal and Financial 
Management; and attested by the Chairperson and 
majority members of the County Legislative Caucus.

Section 9(j), Once the Council has allocated funds to an 
area, it shall be the responsibility of the citizens of the 
targeted area to meet and appoint a Project 
Management Team (PMT), which shall coordinate the 
planning of all activities relating to the project(s) for 
their area, and the processing of documents to relevant 
and concerned entities. The PMT shall report to the 
citizens of their respective areas and to the PMC for 
onward submission to the County Superintendent, the 
County Legislative Caucus, and the County Council (in 
S e s s i o n ) .

Section 9k (ii), The Chairperson of the County 
Legislative Caucus shall serve as Chairperson of the 
County Council. The County Superintendent shall issue 
citations for each sitting of the County Council.

Impact of the Budget Law with Legislative Caucus 
Control/Management
According to The Perspective.org, June 1, 2015, “Hold 
The  Mary land  County  Leg i s la t i ve  Caucus  
Accountable.“The students of Cape Palmas High School 
. . . have been protesting, demanding renovation of 
their dilapidated school building”. Following the 
returned to classes later this month, they found their 
building in ruins, much to their anger. “We want a 
building”, reads a placard of the protesting students”.

“The problem must be the lack of sensitivity to the 
development needs of the county”, said an incredulous 
Marylanders, who is knowledgeable of how the so-called 
county's development fund is allocated but who had 
never thought that the current ruling elites of Maryland 

County would grossly neglect health and education. He 
revealed that, like all other legislators in the country, 
Representative James P. Biney of the Harper District 
(where Cape Palmas High School is situated) has 
received $20,000 for this Fiscal Year so that he can fund 
any development project, known as 'Legislative Project' 
in the district, while both Senators Dan Morais and 
Gbleh-bo Brown have received $40,000 per district to 
carry out development projects in each of the districts 
in the county. Needless to say, the Maryland Legislators 
have received $180,000 (apart from the annual 
$200,000 for county development!) this year alone. Yet 
infrastructure in the county remain in tatters”. 

“ . . . Hon. James Biney is currently sitting on US $20,000 
earmarked for the development of the Harper District, 
while students of Cape Palmas High School are forced to 
use umbrellas in class . . . Hon. Biney has the final say in 
how County Development Fund (CDF) is spent. Over the 
past nine years, more than 1.8 million US dollars of CDF 
has   been “spent” in Maryland County, but there is 
n o t h i n g  t o  s h o w  f o r  t h e  m o n e y ” .  

“It has even been alleged, quite recently, that Nathaniel 
Toe, the Development Superintendent of the county, has 
not been able to give account of $85,000 ($50,000 to 
build a bridge over the Nehdilloh Creek and $35,000 
allotted to Pleebo-Sodoken District). But the lawmakers 
are mute on the allegations against the development 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ” .

“The people of Maryland County should therefore hold 
accountable their lawmakers and the county officials. 
The legislators must give full account of the county's 
development funds and the money set aside for the 
“Legislative Projects”. They are the ones standing in the 
way of infrastructure development in the county, and 
they must therefore be blamed for the dilapidated 
school. 

The immediate renovation of Cape Palmas High School 
squarely lies with them. Requesting help from Liberians 
in the Diaspora might be a good idea, but the money will 
undoubtedly end up in the pockets of these corrupt 
lawmakers and county officials.” 

The Problem of County Legislative Caucuses
This problem is not unique to Maryland County, multiply 
by this condition by 15 Counties. For example, there is 
the problem of the Bong County Technical College and 
County Legislative Caucus. Almost $2 million US dollars 
was made available in 2010, but there are blame-games 
among the County Legislative Caucus over construction 
while makeshift classes are being held in the United 
Methodist High School with inadequate space for 
students and equipment. 

Similarly, Grand Gedeh County faces the problem of the 
County Legislative Caucus and the local, County 
Administration, over Funds allocated for SDF/CDF 
development!!

Citizens nationwide are afraid to speak out because this 
Clique is composed of powerful personalities and 
powerful agencies of government – begins with the 
Ministry of Finance & Development Planning (the 
“Paymaster who must chop something from the people 
he/she pays”); the County Legislative Caucuses (who 
are Chairs of the CDF & SDF County Councils, decide 
who gets on the County Council, distort and abuse the 
Budget Law & rules and decide who gets what and how 
much); and The Ministry of Internal Affairs, the local 
town & County chief  who controls it all.

This approach is a finance & development monster - 
classic design for public dishonesty and corruption. The 
brains behind the craftsmanship of the Budget Law (an 
Act of Legislature) did an excellent job in creating 
several bureaucratic “run-arounds  and tire-outs”, the 
basic requirements for bribes and kickbacks.

NEW BUDGET LAW, COUNTY LEGISLATIVE CAUCUSES & HOW THE REPUBLIC OF 
LIBERIA PUBLIC FUNDS ARE SIPHONED INTO POCKETS OF POLITICAL RULERS

A SUPPORT TO LACC INVESTIGATION

P E R S P E C T I V E S     P E R S P E C T I V E S
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h e  U N  H i g h  
Commissioner for TH u m a n  

RightsMichelle Bachelethas 
questioned the government 
of Liberia’s road-map for 
justice for victims of the 
Liberian Civil War and the 
establishment of the War 
Crimes Court.

Madam Bachelet also 
expressed concerns about the 
low budgetary support to the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  
Commission on Human Rights 
(INCHR) and at the same time 
expressing alarm over the 
situation of Gender and 
Domestic violence in Liberia.

The UNHCHR boss made 
the statements when Vice 
President Jewel Howard 
Taylor paid a courtesy call on 
her at the Geneva United 
Nations Headquarters.

According to a dispatch 
from the VP’s office, Madam 
Bachelet commended the 
government of Liberia for 
respecting the rights of 
Liberians who peacefully 
assembled on June 7, 2019 to 
protest. 

passage of the Domestic 
V i o l e n c e  A c t  b y  t h e  
Leg i s l a t u r e ,  l amen t i n g  
however that the issue of 
Female Genital Mutilation was 
not addressed in the Act. 

She agreed that the INCHR 
of Liberia is challenged 
financially but pointed out that 
the entire country's economy is 
under pressure and appealed 
to the UN High Commissioner 

the need for the establishment 
of a specialized corruption 
c o u r t  t o  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  
adjudicate incidences of 
corruption. 

She recalled her days at the 
Liberian Senate when she 
crafted a bill which called for 
the  estab l i shment  of  a  
corruption court, which was 
tabled because of its sensitive 
nature.

On the issue of the War 
Cr imes  Court,  the Vice 
President said President Weah is 
concerned and has mandated 
the Ministry of Justice to 
develop a roadmap and make 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
recommendations to the 
Cabinet in order to make a 
determination.

VP Howard-Taylor then 
expressed her belief that a "War 
Memorial" could be greatly 
helpful as it is a key component 
of both restorative and 
retributive justice systems.

“This War Memorial when 
established, like the case of 
Rwanda, will unearth the level 
of casualties, identity of the 
victims and explain the 
historical occurrences involving 
the Liberian Civil War,” VP 
Howard-Taylor explained.

S h e  t h a n k e d  t h e  
government of Liberia for the 
passage of the Land Rights Act 
w h i l e  c a l l i n g  f o r  
implementat ion  o f  the  
instrument as well as the 
reactivation of Transparency 
agencies to fight issues of 
corruption and human rights 
abuses.

Responding, the Liberian 
Vice President highlighted the 

for Human Rights for financial 
support to the INCHR.

On the issues of the War 
Crimes Court, VP Howard-
Taylor pointed out that the two 
major issues perennially 
discussed from the previous 
G ove rn me n t  o f  f o rme r  
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
to the current Government, 
were the issues of corruption 
and the establishment of the 
War Crimes Court. 

On corruption, Madam 
Howard-Taylor accentuated 

political parties and other 
supporters, while Madam Telia 
Urey, the daughter of the 
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p a r t i e s ’  
chairman Benoni Urey goes as 
representative candidate.

President Weah is at the 
front of campaign for the 
ruling party CDC’s Senatorial 
and Representative candidates 
Madam Paulita Wie and Mr. Abu 
Kamara, vowing that “there is 
no way the Ureys can win 
election in Montserrado 
County …”

But Mr. Dillon emphasizes at 
the launch of Madam Telia 
Urey’s campaign in Caldwell 
Township over the weekend 
that supporters must be 
prepared to guide the ballot 
boxes  of  the coal i t ion 
candidates in the 8 July 
Senatorial and Representative 
by - elections to avoid the 

ruling CDC cheating.According 
to Dillon, unless there is not 
God that’s the only way the 
opposition will not win the 
ruling party’s candidates in the 
8 July by-elections.Mr. Dillon 
says his call is as a result of 
President Weah’s recent 
assertions that the opposition 
candidate Madam Urey is a 
small girl.Dillon promises 
President Weah and his 
supporters that the opposition 
candidates (Dillon and Urey) 
will be successful in the by-
elections.He wonders how 
President Weah can be a 
country giant and yet the 
country’s staple food and the 
pr ices  for  other  bas ic  
commonalities are rising while 
the country giant does nothing 
about the economic crisis.The 
campaign launch was graced 
by popular radio talk-show 
host Henry Costa as supporters 
of the coalition parties 
chanted slogans against 
P r e s i d e n t  W e a h  f o r  
threatening their candidate 
Telia Urey.

Speaking earlier to her 
supporters, Ms. Urey cautioned 
them not to be deterred by 
negative comments coming 
from the ruling party.

Instead, she urges her 
supporters to prove their 
power to Mr. Weah so that he 
can know that the same voters 
that made him can also make 
others.

Madam Urey mandates her 
supporters to send a clearer 
message to the ruling party 
that they don’t need a 
candidate from the ruling 
establishment but someone 
from the coalition who will 

pposition senatorial 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  OM o n t s e r r a d o  

County Mr. Darius Dillon is 
urging his collaborating 
o p p o s i t i o n  b a s e  a n d  
supporters to prepare to 
guide ballot boxes like 
soldiers to prevent President 
George Manneh Weah’s ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) from rigging 
the by- elections.

Montserrado goes to the 
polls on 8 July for senatorial 
and representative by – 
elections to fill vacant seats 
left following the deaths of 
Sen. Geraldine Doe – Sheriff 
and District #15 Rep. Adolph 
Lawrence.

Mr. Dillon is the senatorial 
candidate for Liberia’s four 
collaborating opposition 

ably represent Liberians at the 
Legislature.

Candidate Urey enjoins 
voters to make a sound 
decision on 8 July and let 
President Weah and his 
followers to know that there is 
no more room in their hearts to 
elect a CDC candidate.

Meanwhile, radio talk-show 
host Henry Costa says the 
country giant (President Weah) 
has lost his relevance in the 
current political competition 
because his candidates will 
lose.

Costa further criticizes 
President Weah for being 
unable to lead the country, 
noting that the President 
cannot handle the basic prices 

of essential commonalities and 
the high exchange rate which 
continue to kill the people of 
the country.

He officially launched the 
Telia Urey Movement and 
encouraged all supporters of 
the coalition to sign-up by 
picking their registration forms 
at the coalition offices on 
Bushrod Island in support of 
Madam Urey.

Prior to the launching 
ceremony, Madam Urey, Mr. 
Dillon, Mr. Costa and other 
senior executives of the 
coalition marched through the 
principal streets of Logan Town 
to Caldwell.—Edited by 
Winston W. Parley
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War crimes court talks begin

Opposition fears election rigging
By Emmanuel Mondaye
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apprenticeship training was 
phase three of the exercise, 
intended to add values to 
young people in the country.

He says phase three started 
far back as March 5, 2019, 
when fourteen businesses 
agreed to host one or more 
apprentices each.

Speaking to this paper at 
t he  conc lu s i on  o f  t he  
certification program,  Mercy 
Corps Project Coordinator for 
t h e  Pa y n e s v i l l e  Yo u t h  
Opportunity Center, Alex W. 

Debee explains, the training 
was meant to empower the 
youth to enable them make 
impact in their various 
communities.

He says the apprenticeship 
program has three objectives, 
including Employment and 
Entrepreneurship,  Work 
Readiness Training, and Lives 
Skill Training, respectively.He 
continues that the train
ing is being 
done in three 
d i f f e r e n t  

t was a joyous day in 
the lives of some Iyouths in Paynesville 

outside Monrovia, after they 
received certificates for the 
completion of a weeklong 
apprenticeship training from 
m e r c y  c o r p s  a t  t h e  
P a y n e s v i l l e  y o u t h  
opportunity center.

Giving an overview of the 
training, Mercy Corps 
Program Manager Nyema J. 
Richards says, the prospect 

new minister. 
Additionally President Weah 

has dismissed the Director-
General at the Central 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(CARI) Dr. Marcus Jones.

The Executive Mansion 
reveals further that Madam 
Pau le t te  F ind ley,  CAR I  
Administrative Manager, will 
serve as Officer-in-Charge at 
the institution. 

In a related development, 
President Weah has lifted the 

suspension of Bong County 
Superintendent Madam Esther 
Walker. Madam Walker is to 
r e s u m e  h e r  d u t y  a s  
superintendent immediately.

She was suspended early 
this year by President Weah 
after a leaked audio recording 
detailed how she allegedly 
narrated her ordeal with 
President Weah’s confidants at 
his Jamaica Resort off the 
Roberts International Airport 
highway.

Madam Walker is heard in 
the audio explaining how 
President Weah’s government 
is run by Minister of State 
Nathaniel McGill, Finance 
Minister Samuel Tweah and 
Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson 
Koijee.

Her reinstatement by the 
President comes several weeks 
after some youth and elders of 
Bong County made an appeal 
to President Weah through the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs to 
h a v e  m e r c y  o n  t h e  
superintendent.—Press release

resident George 
Manneh Weah has Prelieved Agriculture 

Minister Dr. Mogana Flomo of 
his post with immediate 
effect, the Executive Mansion 
says.

According to a release 
dated 29 June, President 
Weah has designated Deputy 
Agriculture Minister for 
Administration Precious 
Tetteh to act as Minister 
pending the appointment of a 
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