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UL students protest 
for teachers’ salaries

Govt. halts 
payment to NEC?



he United States has 
i m p o s e d  v i s a  Trestrictions on those 

N ige r i ans  i t  s ay s  a re  
"responsible for undermining 
the Nigerian democratic 
process".

In a statement, the State 
D e p a r t m e n t  s a y s  t h e  
measures will also apply to 
those who have organised 
election-related violence.

It is unclear what criteria 
the US has used to determine 
who will be affected by the 
visa restrictions.

The names of those 
i m p a c t e d  b y  t h i s  
announcement have not been 
made public but the US 
government stressed that the 
sanctions were specific to 
certain individuals, and "not 
directed at the Nigerian 
people or the newly elected 
government".

"These individuals have 
operated with impunity at 
the expense of the Nigerian 
people and undermined 

democratic principles and 
human rights," the statement 
says.

This is not the first time the 
US has raised concerns.

During a visit to Nigeria 
ahead of the 2015 elections, 
then-Secretary of State John 
Kerry, promised anyone 
involved in political violence 
in Nigeria would be denied a 
US visa. But the government 
failed to follow through on its 
threat.

A former adviser to the 
State Department told the 
BBC that the decision to 
impose visa restrictions this 
time around, may be a sign of 
the declining relationship 
between the administration of 
President MuhammaduBuhari 
and the US diplomatic mission 
in Nigeria.-BBC
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enya's presidency 
appointed Labour KMinister UkurYatani 

as acting finance minister on 
Wednesday, a day after 
incumbent Henry Rotich was 
charged with corruption.

Rotich, who has been in 
the finance post since 2013, 
pleaded not guilty on Tuesday 
to corruption charges in 
connection with tenders for 
the construction of two dams.

Rotich, who was bailed on 
a surety of 15 million 
shillings, is one of 26 people 
facing charges related to the 
project. He is due to return to 
court on Aug. 8.

President Uhuru Kenyatta 
also replaced the finance 
min i s t ry ' s  number - two  
official, KamauThugge, who 
was charged alongside 
Rotich, also pleading not 
guilty.

I t a l i an  cons t ruc t i on  
company CMC di Ravenna, 
which is also implicated in the 
corruption investigation, has 
denied any wrongdoing and 
said late on Tuesday it was co-
operating with authorities.

"The company is working 
with the Kenyan judicial 
authority to settle the matter 
as soon as possible," it said in a 
statement.

Kenyan director of public 
prosecution Noordin Haji said 
earlier on Tuesday that Nairobi 

billion shillings ($608 million) 
from an original cost 46 billion.

Prosecutors allege that 
advance payments were 
shared out in accounts 
belonging to the conspirators 
and their agents.

CMC denied any links to 
those arrangements. "The 
accusation would refer, in fact, 
to the conditions of the 
financing, by banks of primary 
international standing, of the 
public works contracted by 
Kenya to CMC," it said.

Work on the two dams has 
not started yet, prosecutors 
say, an assertion the company 
disputes. No land where the 

was set to seek the extradition 
of one of the company's 
directors to face charges.

Prosecutors accuse the 
company and Rotich and other 
Kenyan officials of inflating 
the cost of building two dams 
in the west of the country to 63 

dams are meant to be built has 
y e t  b e e n  a c q u i r e d ,  
prosecutors say.

H u n d r e d s  o f  s e n i o r  
government officials and 
business people face charges 
under an anti-corruption drive 
launched last year by President 
Uhuru Kenyatta's government.

Yatani is a former lawmaker 
who served as ambassador to 
Austria and a regional governor 
before his appointment to the 
cabinet last year. He has a 
degree in economics and 
sociology.

All permanent ministerial 
appointees in Kenya have to be 
vetted by parliament.-AFP

n MP from the east of 
the Democratic of ARepublic of Congo, 

where more than 1,700 
people have died since the 
start of an Ebola outbreak 
nearly one year ago, says he 
does not want residents to be 
"guinea pigs" for a new 
vaccine.

MuhindoNzangiButondo 
comments come a day after 
former Heath Minister  

administered two times in 
about two months apart. That 
might be difficult to do in a 
region where people often 
have to flee due to insecurity 
and are in general very 
mobile.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  
recognised that it is a measure 
for times of peace and says 
the vaccine could for example 
be used outside of the conflict 
zones.

But there are concerns that 
people could question why 
one vaccine is used in one 
place and another in a second 
place.

Communication around the 
Ebola response is key to build 
trust: nearly 200 health 

OlyIlunga resigned, saying it 
was fanciful to think that 
another vaccine would have 
much impact on the control of 
current outbreak.

He argued the Ebola 
outbreak - the 10th in the 
country - was a public health 
emergency that should be 
c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  
government and warned 
against the risk of installing a 
parallel health system that he 

workers and facilities have 
been attacked since January 
according to the WHO.

For example, the Merck 
vaccine was not initially 
offered to pregnant and 
lactating women.

That eventually changed 
but some say that health 
officials failed to explain the 
reasoning, leading to a lot of 
fear and misunderstanding.

The amount of money 
poured into the Ebola response 
is an additional factor of 
mistrust.

Far more people die from 
malaria and other illnesses in 
the area and so there is 
confusion around the support 
received to tackle Ebola.-BBC

says isn't going to build local 
capacities.

There are currently four 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  v a c c i n e s  
considered to tackle this 
outbreak: Merck & Co, Janssen 
(Johnson&Johnson), CanSino 
B i o l o g i c s  I n c ,  a n d  
Rospotrebnadzo.

Only the Merck vaccine has 
been given approval from the 
DR Congo ethics committee.

W h i l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
charities and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) are 
pushing for the deployment of 
a second vaccine, some say it is 
not going to help control the 
outbreak and worry that it 
could confuse an already 
distrustful population.

Merck ' s  exper imenta l  
vaccine has proven effective in 
97.5% of cases and mounts 
protection against Ebola in 
about 10 days. Already 170,000 
people have been inoculated.

One of the issues raised by 
Ebola health workers is that 
the stock of Merck vaccine in 
the DR Congo is low - yet the 
outbreak is not under control, 
with about 75 to 100 new cases 
on average each week.

The Johnson&Johnson 
vaccine aims to give protection 
on the long term which is why 
some people are wondering if 
should be a priority.

The vaccine needs to be 

Kenya appoints acting finance 
minister after Rotich graft charges

New Ebola vaccine 
sparks row

US restricts entry of 
‘anti-democratic Nigerians'
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EL AVIV – Electric bicycles and scooters are 
taking a lot of heat. Concerns about Ttraffic fatalities, terrorized pedestrians, 

and urban lawlessness have led a growing chorus 
of politicians and media commentators to 
conclude that the technology should be banned 
outright. But these critics are missing the point. 
Small, portable, electric transportation options 
are a tremendous opportunity to reduce 
greenhouse-gas emissions, avoid traffic jams, 
and relieve human frustration.

A scooter that averages ten miles (16 
kilometers) per day produces 3,500 grams less 
carbon dioxide than a car traveling the same 
distance. If 10,000 people were to switch from 
cars to scooters, their combined CO2 emissions 
would decline by 35 metric tons per day; if five 
million people did so, they would produce a 
mere 370 metric tons per day, or just 2% of that 
generated by the equivalent number of cars. 
The problem, of course, is that transportation 
managers, and the politicians who set their 
budgets, have not yet made the policy and 
infrastructure adjustments to accommodate 
such a transportation revolution.

For lessons on maximizing the benefits of this 
technology without compromising public safety, 
they can look to Tel Aviv, which is now home to 
more than 5,000 rental electric scooters. To 
help the city’s transportation and police 
departments formulate the best policies for 
managing them, my graduate students and I 
have delved into the usage data.

For starters, we find that while electric two-
wheelers can indeed be dangerous, the hazard is 
primarily to the rider. Since 2014, the number of 
riders in Israel who died in accidents has 
increased from one per year to 19. And last year, 
an additional 414 people were hospitalized as a 
result of reported accidents involving scooters, 
almost a quarter of them under the age of 16. Of 
the cases involving head injuries, 95% involved 
riders who were not wearing helmets; and most 
were the result of riders being forced into the 
street, owing to a lack of proper bike lanes and a 
prohibition against riding on the sidewalk.

These findings suggest that most accidents and 
injuries are preventable, either through 
enforcement or proper infrastructure. In Israel, 
the number of citations filed against riders 
(most of them for riding on the sidewalk) 
increased from 12,356 in 2015 to 30,178 last 
year. Municipal governments have also 
introduced new laws requiring riders to wear a 
helmet; setting the minimum riding age to 16; 
barring scooters from pedestrian crosswalks; 
prohibiting more than one rider per scooter; and 
banning the use of cellphones or headphones in 
both ears. As an additional measure, two-
wheelers should also be required to have a 
license plate to enable police and municipal 
authorities to bring some order to the chaos.

These enforcement measures are prudent and 
justifiable. But by focusing solely on scooter 
riders, they tend to contribute to the broader 
vilification of those who have embraced a 
socially optimal form of transportation. In 

Israel, the media have led the charge against 
scooter riders. In our analysis of scooter-related 
coverage in the country’s main online newspapers 
over the past few years, we found that 67% of 
articles have been uniformly negative, 13% 
neutral, and only 20% even remotely positive. 
Worse, the scorn heaped on this promising new 
transportation technology has generated a wave 
of disinformation.

So, a few facts are in order. First, more scooters 
actually mean fewer accidents. Countries with 
the highest number of cycling trips per inhabitant 
have the fewest fatalities per billion kilometers of 
bicycle travel. The cycling fatality rates in the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, and 
Switzerland are one-quarter that of the United 
States, even though per capita bicycle travel in 
each country is about 20 times higher. When 
bicycle travel reaches a critical mass, drivers are 
more aware, and policymakers are compelled to 
provide the proper infrastructure.

Such awareness can also be legislated. In 2014, 
Queensland, Australia, passed an ordinance 
requiring motorists to keep at least one meter 
between themselves and cyclists whom they are 
passing; and at speeds above 60 kilometers (37 
miles) per hour, the required distance increases 
to 1.5 meters. Within a couple of years, the new 
rule reduced cycling-related traffic fatalities by 
35%, while halving collisions requiring 
hospitalization. Several cities across North 
America have since adopted similar rules.

Moreover, contrary to the usual complaints from 
politicians, protected bicycle lanes are not a 
budgetary or economic burden. By reducing 
traffic jams, infrastructure that encourages 
cycling can yield impressive economic dividends.

In Israel, a recent report from the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection finds that Israeli car 
drivers spend an average of 40 minutes per day 
sitting in traffic. And, owing to the rapid growth in 
population and car ownership rates, this daily 
dead time is expected to increase to 90 minutes 
by 2030, implying tens of billions of dollars in lost 
output per year. Given that people who must sit 
through daily traffic jams are prone to higher 
rates of depression and even domestic violence 
(in the case of men), it stands to reason that more 
commuters would readily adopt an alternative if 
they could.

Finally, scooters and electric cycles have a crucial 
role to play in combating climate change. For 
countries as hot as Israel is in the summer, 
banning these forms of transportation would 
dramatically reduce non-car vehicular traffic just 
when it is most needed. A far more 
environmentally- and economically-friendly 
strategy is to invest in the infrastructure and 
enforcement mechanisms needed to maximize 
the benefits of scooter usage. Rather than 
denounce those who have already opted for a 
more ethical and efficient form of urban 
transport, smart municipal governments should 
clear a path for them.

The introduction of electric ride-sharing scooters in cities around the world 
has been met with a surprising level of scorn, given their obvious 
environmental and economic benefits. Rather than banning the new 
technology, municipal governments should be doing everything they can to 
maximize its benefits.

THIS YEAR'S JULY 26 Independence Day Celebrations are 
beclouded with many distractions for various reasons, including 
unpaid salaries for civil servants amid a US$500,000 (half million 
United States Dollars) budget for celebrations, LRD5, 000 bonoza 
from President George Weah to each wayward citizen or Zogo in 
the streets and politically-charged by-elections on July 29 to be 
followed by mass protest.

FROM WRITINGS ON the wall, the celebrations could be short-
lived, if care is not taken by the government to stabilize situations, 
as they are. The fact of the matter is, some 60,000 civil servants 
across the country are hungry, because they haven't taken pay 
reportedly for two months. Multiply this figure by 4 (240,000) and 
add that to the rest of the population of hungry citizens across the 
country because of the dismal state of the economy.

PROTESTING STUDENTS FROM the University of Liberia already 
sent out a signal here on Wednesday, 24 July of things to come, with 
a street protest characterized by roadblocks on Capitol Hill in 
solidarity with their hungry professors and lecturers, who 
boycotted administering examinations because of two months' 
salaries.

AMID THE TENSE atmosphere, the government mandates hungry 
civil servants here to attend the official celebrations at the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville outside Monrovia, venue 
of this year's Independence festivities.

THE 172ND INDEPENDENCE Day is the first major national 
celebration under the Weah administration since taking office in 
2018, and the government is bent on impressing foreign guests, 
including Heads of States and governments gracing the occasion 
that it is governing properly. 

HOWEVER, REALITIES ON the ground are quite different: Inflation 
is above 23 percent, direct foreign investments are non-existent, 
the government is struggling to pay salary and the entire economy 
is stagnant amid mismanagement of public funds, particularly 
US$25 million withdrawn from the national reserves for so-called 
mop up of excess liquidity, which the administration hasn't 
properly accounted for. 

THE GOVERNMENT MAY succeed in impressing invited guests and 
partners that all is well here, with a half million dollar 
celebrations. But this is pure white-washing or being cosmetic, 
because all is not well under this administration, as 
disenchantments loom.

AN ADVOCACY GROUP, the Council of Patriots, organizers of the 
June 07 protest, is gearing up for another round of street 
demonstrations to draw government's attention to the current 
state of affairs and demand solutions. The CoP had earlier 
scheduled its protest for July 22, but the United States Ambassador 
accredited near Monrovia, Christine Elder noted in a statement 
here that the pronouncement is “misplaced”, given its proximity to 
the July 26 Independence celebrations.        
  
THEN THERE ARE by-elections slated for July 29, three days after 
the Independence celebrations which President Weah vows no 
candidates from the opposition would win as long as he remains the 
President of Liberia. As if these were not enough, the National 
Elections Commission is demanding the government to pay the 
balance US$1 million for the $2.5 million budgeted for the by-
elections.

LIBERIANS ARE CELEBRATING with one eye open on what comes up 
next after July 26, given the tense atmosphere and air of 
uncertainties that have gripped the nation as a result of the dismal 
state of the economy and its excruciating impacts on the lives of 
the people.

Messy July 26
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Don’t Fear the Scooter

By Alon Tal
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gov rn n ’s i t re t . An i  s h to s e wh  h  i h gov rn n  ld pre e t e c rt int  e me t  n e s s  d t i  ard  e  y t e Ir s  e me t wou  f r h  e a y
of d at mage  I la d s c omic d e ri y n e s s  a o- xi  t  sli t  imme i e da  to re n ’  e on  an  s cu t  i t re t  in  n deal Bre t o a gh
sof n n  t e I h cks op h t ld gu ran e g tr n ition e i n i  n hing te i g of h  “ ris  ba t ” t a  wou a te  a lon a s  p r od i  wh ch ot
wo a ge As Pat a y  a promine t ris  s n or, re e tly n e : “ s ’  t e uld ch n .  Le h , n  I h Time  comme tat  c n ot d  I n t h
pos b t   d r ecks i  f  e rs’ i  e t  an th  e ai ty  h c on O b r si ili y of Bor e ch  n a ew y a t me b t er th  e c rt n of c e ks  cto e
3 t ” tt r s i rom th  Ir s  s a dp i t, u i g h  ransi i  p riod ollowin  an orde  1s ?  Be e t ll f e i h t n o n  d r n t e t t on e  f g rly
Bre t  Britai  wou e a r t e i t  a rma e t  t e eme t  wh c  wo l t xi , n ld b  e ge o n got a e  pe n n  EU rad  agre n , i h u d pu
I la d i  an v  str ger i i n  i s st  ope -borde d sre n n e en on  pos t o to n i  on n r con ition .

T i ad o th  eas  or b t g aga n a o- e l t o : hn ’s ow  stat men s an  h s le s t a ird r on f  e tin  i st n d a ou c me Jo son  n e t  d
poli i al y . While Jo son  re edly sed t e t e in Oc obe with ou  t c st le hn  has peat  promi o leav  h  EU  t r “  or with t
a deal,” h  a  so u  t e c a ce  o de l ct  a e i g at  lli  o o e gai s ,   e h s al p t h  h n of n a a ually h pp n n  “a mi on t n a n t ”
b ca s  h  i o id n  of u ce s u e i .e u e e s c nf e t  a s c s f l EU n got ation

W y a t e wo  ac e ed Joh s ’s se of with t ou  a e l”  gos l ru h i  h  h s h  rld c pt n on promi  “  or wi h t  d a as pe  t t , wh le
d mi si g his re ction o   e  Bre t s r lev t wis f l h n n  F s n  p rs n l is s n  p di  f an agre d xi  a  i re an  h u t i ki g? ocu i g on e o a
a t on  and d wn lay n ro s s  wh ch h  usu lly n he  t pre c  Joh s n’  mbi i s o p i g p mi e , i  as a  bee  t  best way o di t n o s
a t o s  s gge t  t e o i e on s onc i n , u s s h  opp s t  c clu i .

If J nson goe  or a n de l xi , h  sks di as er wh t v r a s:  c omic me d n i   oh  s f   o- a Bre t  e ri  s t  a e e h ppen an e on  lt ow  f
he n e t yp s arli nt  opp t on an  deliv s t e pro s d pt e, n a  ma ag s o b as  p ame ary osi i  d er  h  mi e ru ur  a d 
p matu  n ra e c i n i  amen  ks t  f, o e ot e h n  e gen i e  ries o re re ge e l le t o f Parli t bloc i . I  n th  h r a d, h u n ly t t
e i  a  order  i hdrawa gre me t, n on ou s i e v r a y c re it b h s n got ate n ly w t l a e n  Joh s  c ld t ll d li e  s mboli B x y i

t r de dli e, t lso s cur th  t s t on ri d h t ri a n d s ra e  n e s.Oc obe a n  bu  a e e e ran i i  pe o  t a  B t i  e pe t ly e d

 s lt n bou d i  u ine  con i nce uld e  allow  e e s bu ge  of t x cu s  The re u i g re n  n b s ss f de  wo th n a g n rou d t  a t ,
b  pe d n gi e ys  n Ke n s n f s l t s, v g t e wa f a e e  ele t o  pu lic s n i g v awa , a d y e ia  i ca s imulu pa in  h  y or g n ral c i n

e  s n h t oh s  wo l  al s  cert n o w n  a bi ri y  F r a poli i al li rt n  n xt pri g t a  J n on u d be mo t ai  t i  with g majo t . o t c be i e
o e on  on is e t n ip  a e incon is en ,  ly n got a e re it ou  u lywh s  ly c s t n pri c le h s be n s t cy an order , e i t d B x w ld s re  
 t  f ore i , ga s   t e c s  ro s s to roph h t  h m n rbe he av d opt on  re rdle s of h re kle s p mi e   Eu obes t a  put i i  powe .
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

EW DEL I a  a i n h a a ta r  i y th -l w h H – I w s h v ng lu c  in an Ith c  res u ant w th m  mo er-in a , w o 
w s v iti f om n , h  th in e s s n  u s e h e e ea  is ng r  I dia w en e Ch es  waitres  ervi g s a k d er wh r  sh  Nc  . h p ,”  m r-in ie , fe rin  to e s a l  name from “Kol a ur  my othe -law repl d re r g th  m l  town i  

h r t a r  e a  bor . to rp e e a s e rjoyMa a ash r  whe e sh  w s n Much my su ris , th  w itres  look d ove ed. “I 
e e e for v l y s  e s dliv d th r   se era  ear ,” sh  ai .

e  i i o  o r a th  orl ’  b s e c om s f om r , Th y h t t ff. My m the -in-law s id that e w d s e t ic  ream c e  r  the e
a d e w i e  e t s  a v h d r in e s  l r  w e  n th  a tr ss agr ed hat he h d ne er a bette s c  he eft. Afte  a hil , I
re l w p n g y e -i a  w s ta kin a u , a d  a ized hat was hap e in : m  moth r n-l w a  l g bout Kolhap r n  the
w i e  b t a a m Bu  i  f c m tc e  e f t s e to a tr ss a ou Ku l  Lu pur. t all the r a ts a h d p r ec ly, o I decid d not 
s irpoil the  joy.

La g a   s n e t g n e l r m n pr s a d pin s (i l d n  n u ge is a tra g  hin . It is a  nab e  of hu a  ogres  n  hap es  nc u i g
th s s d r t in k  th  in Ith c b t it c n  ou  of rough amu ing mi un e s and gs li e e one  a a), u  a  also be a s rce
c fl tr n  p s .on ict and an ins ume t of op re sion

T e n c  b tw n a g a on ic  n s r r m d r  th  o a  h  con e tion e ee  l n u ge and c fl t is ot a  fa e ove  f om e s ci l
s ie , i l d g ga e e y s a y i g th im ta t n   c nces nc u in m  th or , a  m n  th nk. By explorin  is por n li k more
c os y c om  n e  e a h   gr a s c by e g u  l el , e on ists a d oth r r se rc ers could perform a e t ervi e  h lpin s
u ta d th t p ry o l .nders n  e con em ora  w r d

A te  l  w l e   e a d w of e e orl  n e  e  s h it f r a l, e iv  in the b st n  orst tim s. Th  w d has ev r b en a  ric  as is 
tod  c in p t a e a s m i e s ic l i a on r aay. Yet it is om g a ar t th  se m , a id ncr a ing polit a  polar z ti , g e t-

e  a d e obpow r rivalry, n x noph ia.

od ix n  a d p n g i  s r m is e e In uT ay’s m  of risi g prosperity n  dee e in  divis ons i  e in c nt of th  d strial 
e u  th t e a  id-e h e  c n  a d l s e r y n e  y aR vol tion a  b g n in the m ig te nth e tury n  a ted n a l  a hu dr d e rs. 

s i g a r oin ide  w  m jor h c l e kth ou  in ticUn urpr sin ly, th t e a c c d ith a  t eoreti a  br a r ghs  poli al 
c om  m ith s  W th a s 7 , to th one on y, from Ada  Sm ’  The eal  of N tion  in 17 6 e contributi s of 
g s  C ot a d Lé Wa a . h r  w r  n v d  r s a  d gs thAu u tin ourn n on lr s T ei s e e ot e ery ay e e rch fin in . Like e 

a r s in l or n ks u  a u s n t ow  th e el te em a  w k of Joh  Hic , Pa l S m el on, and Ke ne h Arr  in e tw nti th 
tu y e p u e  e s  ov u de in i l it acen r , th y rod c d d ep in ights that pr ided s d n, bl d ng c ar y bout how 

e c om    tic  e a t w  ke a d on ic w .th  e on y works, and how poli s int r c s ith mar ts n  ec om  ellbeing

th  e c ot p th th of fu r  iti -e o  r s c , sAl ough w  ann redict e pa   tu e pol cal con my e ear h pa t 
x n e u e t il  l e d s L a ik l  e one perie c  s gg sts i w l be in mu tipl  irection . angu ge is l e y to b  e of 
e e a a e e d pr ide  i a  in ts e ol l yth m. Som  schol rs h v  alr a y ov d cr tic l sigh  into th  p itica  econom  of 

a g a , u h a  r c ton e s ’  e h  or   p i a  re s Bul n u ge s c  s P in e  Univ r ity s St p en M ris on ol tic l cor ctnes . t 
e e  m c  m b  on p ti l l  on e on e on e  th r  is u h ore to e d e, ar cu ar y  th  c n cti  betw en language and 

on icc fl t.

 of t  l k e i e  th i te h , e ie  m h e d nSigns  his in  ar  ev d nt in e Un ted Sta s, w ere arl r this ont , Pr si e t 
o l u p a ta m t h h s em te y c t. He t w iteD na d Tr m  m de s te en s w ic  e  pa ntl  ra is  said hat four non h  
e oc tic gr s om n s l “ b k to h n  h  m o e nD m ra  con e sw e  hou d go ac ” t e cou tries t ey ca e fr m – ve  

h  w  b n t  US a e  is  n tu a i e  c z n o a dthoug  three ere orn i  he nd th  fourth  a a r l z d iti e  wh rrive  as a 
h r f . y u s a e l t h  e tity a e r a e  wc ild e ugee And et Tr mp’  pp a s o w ite id n  pp a  to h v  cost him fe  
p . I d n i e l  h  s te c ts T e e ou in e ti ssu porters o ot bel ev  a l is uppor rs are ra is . h  gen r s terpr ta on i  

h  e l n u ge r n y fr T ’  r c  that t ey us  a g a  diffe e tl  om rump s c iti s.

 a a s e k r a s h t  s e  a c b  r r n l n u geBecause wh t  p a e me n  and w a a li ten r he rs an e ve y diffe e t, a g a  
e a  s u e fom t b e Mu h of e p m s s from th c th tcan b  n in tr m nt to en trou l . c  th  roble  tem   e fa t a  

  or  s e tre l  a d n  g n r e s oa e b  the real w ld i  x me y v rie  a d ra ula , wh rea  language is c rs  y
a pol a e s s k e pl th  c trol a d b ga   comp rison. Some itic l lead r  ee to x oit is to on  n  su ju te the

op l tp u a ion.

Ge e Or l s 1 4 e ibe  a of b r a c ts e e v n  of org  wel ’  98  d scr s a te m u e u ra  working on th  le e th edition
th  e pe ic n  c  a g a ow  th  .” As O e ts it, e of e N ws ak D tio ary to “ ut l n u ge d n to e bone   rw ll pu  on  
th i u g y in h  e d s id, It’  t g,  tru ion of em “b t h n ril  to is br a ,” and a “ s a beautiful hin the des ct  
w sord .”

If, for x e pe l rd e w s s a is ” n  “ om u m  a  y on ,  e ampl , op e rega  th  ord  “ oci l m  a d c m nis ” s s n ymous
r r th n e rib n  d fe e t y te  of pol a e on y, th  it c  athe a  d sc i g if r n s s ms  itic l c om en an become
im ib l a e f m h k n  e   e l il l  t-poss le to ta k bout th  or er wit out sto i g f ars of th  atter. Sim ar y, a righ
w gr p s el c s e dis n b  om g  ie c is  th r p ing ou  in I ra  an il nce se t y pr otin the v w that ritic m of e g ou
is q i n a ti it  el a d in e s of is c i w d  e u vale t to n -Sem ism (or s f-h tre ,  th  ca e Jew h ritics). Th s oul
p p m n  e  ou h te  e -Se ic to v iti z n  e orom t a y p ople who w ld a  to b  anti mit  a oid cr ci i g th  gr up.

I  , e l b l  p s g id a  e e  th e t e  i hn India som  groups a e  anyone es ou in  e s to th  l ft of e x r me r g t as an 
“ n  fe rin  to a iol t re u a w c  e  urba  Naxal,” re r g  v en  vol tion ry group with hi h f w want to be 

oc il  v , th d m s a  h igh  thass iated. In a sim ar ein e In ian colu ni t Mrinal Pande h s ighl ted how e 
 m e H to om   h u n l r  ota ita i e s e teuse of od rn indi pr ote a c a vi ist cu tu e and t l rian d a  cr a s 
is , n  l o a a s e p ta on  a i ldiv ion a d a s d m ge  th  re u ti  of the langu ge tse f.

l te h y a d th  n e  s ia  e ia  c s g  e orDigita  c nolog  n  e co tinu d growth of oc l m d  are in rea in  the scop  f  
t a d tic is h   b g n  tog t r a u  op econflic n  poli al m c ief by rin i g e he  l rge n mbers of pe l  from 

re tu n  p a  ba kg n s or n th , th a or a  h vdiffe nt cul ral a d olitic l c rou d . F  ma y of em e s me w d m y a e 
i n  or p i a  v l n , n  th  s m e n  or m ya d ffere t emotional  ol tic l a e ce a d e a e s que ce of w ds a  be 

t r t  r n – e c tra tor w y .in erp e ed in diffe e t ev n on dic y – a s

 a u n  e n , op e s  s c s in or n to As words cq ire ew m a ings many pe l  top u ing ertain word   der ot be 
e  itti o  fe e fe c h , i e om  a y a ic rocs en as s ng n the nce. As th  n e s ifts th s b c es  d n m  p ess 
odu n  c s g p r d s ie s d r t n in e  y a ic  l re u apr ci g in rea in ly ola ize  oc tie . Un e s a d g th se d n m s wi l q ire  

om  l i riu a i p il op y c t .c bination of og c, equilib m an lys s, h os h , and rea ivity

h w is g a  p y i g  e e h a y i te thT e orld  changin  s ra idl  as t did durin  the late ighte nt  and e rl  n ne en  
e rie n is tim  e on s v tu ou e i e tion  sc ntu s, if ot more so. It  e for c omi ts to en re t in nov l d r c s, a  
e  l s i  re e s r  i .th ir il u tr ous p d ce so s d d
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treatment is not available."
In the last 30 years, 

Liberians have endured two 
civil wars and an Ebola 
ep idemic  that  c la imed  
thousands of lives in the 
r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  
disproportionate number of 
health workers. Like many low-
income countries, Liberia has 
limited medical services for 
people with mental health 
disorders, with one psychiatric 
hosp i ta l  and  on ly  two  
psychiatrists.

However, the Ministry of 
Health has worked with MSF 

It is critically important to 
help family and community 
members understand a person's 
condition and support their 
care to overcome social stigma 
and avoid harmful practices.

" M a n y  p e o p l e  w i t h  
psychiatric disorders have been 
struggling for years with 
spiritual healers or herbalists 
and have not been receiving 
medical treatment," Nasser 
said. "I have even seen 
individuals who were chained 
or locked up at home because 
of social stigma or fear of 
aggressive behavior. But when 
people accept that these are 
medical conditions, and we 
treat these patients, they 
finally have relief from their 
symptoms and live normally in 
their communities."

Demand is already high for 
mental health treatment in 
West Point, a crowded urban 
area with tens of thousands of 
people on a narrow coastal 
peninsula. MSF, the Ministry of 
Health, and the National 
Catholic Health Council are 
working in West Point's primary 
health care center, called Star 
of the Sea.

Previously, more than a 
quarter of the mental health 
patients in the neighboring 
area of Clara Town were 
residents of West Point. With 
treatment now available 
locally, more patients are 
expected.

"The population density in 
West Point is very, very high," 
said Justine Hallard, MSF 
project coordinator. "There is 
sometimes flooding in the 
area, so people are living in 
very hard conditions, in 
crowded dwellings. The stress 
can lead to a higher rate of 
mental disorders."

As in other locations, the 
mental health program in West 
Point relies heavily on local 
workers, called government 
community health volunteers, 
to visit patients and follow up 
by phone. With support from 
MSF, four volunteers from West 
Point visit patients at home, 
help families understand 
mental health conditions and 
encourage adherence to 
treatment.

" T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
community health volunteers 
are really key to this effort," 
Hallard said. "If we increase the 
number of patients each 
month, it is thanks to the 
amazing work of  these 
individuals. They know how to 

and other organizations to 
improve its strategy for 
delivering mental health care 
at the community level, Keane 
said. As part of this strategy, an 
MSF team is supervising and 
supporting nine mental health 
clinicians in primary health 
care centers in Bensonville, 
Bromley, Clara Town, Pipeline, 
and West Point. The clinicians, 
who have completed a six-
month training, assess patients 
and provide treatment with 
ongoing support from an MSF 
psychiatrist, Hassan Nasser, 
and psychologist, SaimaZai.

talk to people and build 
awareness of mental health, 
strengthening the role that 
families and communities play 
in supporting people who need 
care."

MSF supplies most of the 
psychiatric medications in the 
five participating health 
facilities. Across Liberia, 
however, people are not always 
able to obtain psychiatric 
medications, and supplies may 
be interrupted from time to 
time, leading patients to 
relapse. This is one of the main 
challenges that people with 
mental health conditions face 
in Liberia, according to 
Benjamin Ballah, general 
secretary of a Liberian 
organization that advocates for 
mental health services, 
Cultivation for Users' Hope.

"You find a lot of people 
living with mental illness," 
Ballah said. "Our complaint is 
about not supporting mental 
health as compared to other 
medical health. You cannot 
build a resilient health system 
without mental health."

Accord ing  to  Ba l lah ,  
overcoming social stigma is the 
other major challenge. As an 
advocate, he tells people that 
he had a mental health 
condition, and with treatment, 
he was able to recover, 
complete his education, and 
work as a schoolteacher.

Patients with epilepsy also 
face challenges in society, but 
treatment can help. With 
support from MSF, clinicians 
assess epileptic patients and 
provide medications to control 
seizures, according to national 
and international guidelines. 
"There is a stigma when people 
cannot control their seizures 
and are not able to function 
normally,"  Hallard said. 
"Children who have epilepsy 
too often cannot go to school 
because they are stigmatized, 
and don't even play with other 
children. Now that they are on 
treatment, they are going back 
to school, and they can have a 
normal life."

MSF began working in 
Liberia in 1990 and provided 
medical care during the civil 
war years. In 2014, MSF 
returned to the country to 
respond to the West African 
Ebola epidemic. MSF currently 
runs a pediatric hospital, 
Bardnesville Junction Hospital, 
and the mental  health 
program, which began in 2017.

he international 
m e d i c a l  Th u m a n i t a r i a n  

organization Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins  Sans  
Frontières (MSF) is expanding 
a free treatment program for 
people with mental health 
disorders in Liberia with 
activities beginning this 
month in  the densely  
populated township of West 
Point in Monrovia.

The program, run in 
collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health and other 
partners, now provides 
outpatient care for about 
1,350 people with mental 
health disorders or epilepsy in 
a total of five health facilities 
in Monrovia and other areas of 
Montserrado County. Epilepsy 
treatment is included as it is 
part of Liberia's national 
mental health strategy.

"Severe mental health 
disorders are found in every 
country, affecting about 2 to 
3 percent of the population 
each year," said Dr. Gregory 
Keane, MSF mental health 
adv i s e r.  " Peop le  w i th  
untreated psychosis, severe 
depression, or other severe 
disorders may be less able to 
properly care for themselves 
or manage their daily lives. 
Families really struggle with 
how to respond when medical 

respective institutions.
Cllr. KanioGbala, UNV 

Country Coordinator of UNDP 
expressed appreciation to the 
youth groups for promoting 
volunteerism in Liberia.

Counselor BaiGbala noted 
that the assets worth over 
US$2000dollars, are to help 
boost the work that they do on 
a daily basis, which he stressed 
is worthy of support.

He appealed to them not to 
look at the cost but the intent 

that goes with it. “Little is 
much when God is in it,” said 
Kanio.

Turning over the items on 
behalf of UNDP Management, 
Procurement Specialist Lady 
Pokolo- Andrewson extolled 
the efforts and commitment of 
the youth organizations 
working to bring to the fold, 
issues that confront young 
people of Liberia.

Miss Pokolo- Andrewson said 
their relentless advocacy will 
go a long way in helping 
Liberians work together for the 
common good of the nation.  

The proud recipients 
highlighted the challenges 
they face with respect to 
logistics, noting that the ICT 
assets will help boost effective 
delivery of services rendered 
to the youthful population of 
the country.

Volunteers Hub Liberia, 
Messengers of Peace, and the 
Pan Afrikan Volunteers’ 
N e t w o r k  e x p r e s s e d  
appreciation to UNDP through 
the UN Volunteer Program for 
the gesture, stressing that the 
move is an indication of a 
stronger partnership that is in 
the interest of sustaining the 
peace in Liberia. 

o lunteer i sm to  
a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  vUn i ted  Nat ion s  

Vo l u n t e e r  Pr o g r a m m e  
through UNDP, identifies with 
three youth organizations by 
donating assorted assets.

2 laptops, 1 desk top 
screen and a multi- purpose 
printer were turned over to 
Volunteers Hub Liberia, the 
Pan Afrikan Volunteers’ 
Network and the Messengers 
of Peace, for use within their 

MSF expands mental health treatment to West Pointers

Youth organizations benefit from assets 
through UNDP/UN Volunteer Programme
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(CI) and Skills and Agricultural 
Development Services (SADS) 
i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  
Safeguards Working Group 
(SWG).

The development of the SIS 
was bankrolled by the Forest 
Carbon Partnership Facility 
(FCPF).

According to Mr. Blama, the 
system has been tested and 
proven to be one of the best in 
the world, noting that it is 
going to help the country in its 
conservation and forest 
management.

The EPA boss points out that 
though the system was made 
possible through the efforts of 
the Forestry Development 

Authority (FDA) and the EPA in 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
Conservation International, 
the system is there for the 
entire country to benefit.

“ T h i s  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  
instrument that will be used 
across all sectors. It will be 
used by the EPA, FDA, and all 
environmental bodies, as well 
as the community,” Mr. Blama 
explains.

The SIS is a practical, easy-
to-use system built on existing 
information systems, and 
ensuring that information is 
accessible in an appropriate 
f o r m a t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
stakeholders to meet their 
needs.

While the system is being 
managed by the EPA and the 
FDA with funding provided by 
the FCPF, the EPA boss says he 
does not want the system to be 
abused, noting that it will help 
the country adapt properly.

He says this information 
must be used to build the 
country as Liberians get to 
know the impact and effect of 
climate change.

In brief remarks, the 
Te c h n i c a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Conservation International, 
Mr. George Ilebo, says the 
newly built information system 
i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
development.

Liberia remains the biggest 
custodian of West African 
forest; however, Ilebo wants 
Liberians to be mindful not to 
lose their forest resources.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

he Environmental 
Protection Agency T(EPA) has launched 

Liberia’s Reducing Emissions 
D e f o r e s t a t i o n  F o r e s t  
Degradat ion  (REDD)  +  
Safeguards Information 
System (SIS).

Speaking at the launch of 
the SIS on Tuesday, 23 July, 
EPA Executive Director Mr. 
Nathaniel T. Blama expressed 
confidence that the system 
will bring great benefits to 
the nation.

Liberia REDD+ Safeguards 
Information System was 
recently developed by 
Conservation International 

with the responsibility to 
r e c o m m e n d  i m m e d i a t e  
interim relief for victim(s) and 
approach the courts, seeking 
declaratory judgment to 
obtain relief for victim(s).

She discloses that the 
training drew 65 participants 
form the 15 counties of Liberia 
and facilitators from the 
INCHR.        

According to Madam Davis, 
the INCHR needs to empower 
Reg iona l  Human R ights  
Coordinators and County 
Human Rights Monitors with 
logistics like motorbikes and 
laptop computers for the 
monitors to get to hard - to - 
rich areas in some of the 
counties.

S h e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  

he Independent  
N a t i o n a l  TC o m m i s s i o n  o n  

Human Rights (INCHR) of 
Liberia has concluded a three 
- day workshop with regional 
human rights investigators 
and monitors in Gbarnga, 
Bong County.  

Speaking in an interview 
with this paper at the end of 
the three days training in the 
county, Madam Oretha S. 
Davis said the intent of the 
training is to build the 
capacity of regional human 
rights investigators and 
monitors.

Madam Davis is one of the 
commi s s i one r s  a t  t he  
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  
Commission on Human Rights 
with oversight on the 
Department of Complain, 
Investigation and Monitoring 
(DCIM). 

Madam Davis describes the 
three days training for 
reg ional  human r ights  
investigators and human 
rights monitors as important 
because the DCIM is charged 

availability of motor bikes for 
the monitors will help in 
carrying on them carry out 
their function in the Country.

“Also in line with this Act, 
the Commission submits 
quarterly and annual report on 
the human rights situation of 
the country to the heads of the 
three branches of the Liberian 
Government: the Legislative, 
Executive, and Judiciary,” 
Madam Davis stresses.

Some participants who 
spoke with our Bong County 
Correspondent lauded the 
Department for Complaints, 
Investigation and Monitoring 
for organizing such a unique 
workshop here.

 Baptist preacher and 
Administrator of the AJake Memorial Baptist 

College in Liberia Dr. Wallah S. 
Wilsitoe warns graduates of the 
college to practice the six 
principles of the Lord Jesus 
Christ by being men with 
integrity in their ministerial 
works.

He gave the warning here 
Sunday, 21 July in the edifice of 
the Bethlehem Baptist Church 
located in Keyhole community,  
Old Road while admitting 11 
graduates of the college into 
t h e  c o l l e g e ’s  A l u m i n a  
Association.

 The graduates received 
Associate Degrees in Theology 
and Christian Education. The 
21 July commencement brings 
to 10th the number of 
graduations held by the college 
since it was established 19 
years ago.

He also warns the graduates 
to hold onto the fundamental 
principles of God, which 
include, among other things, 
love, care, and be their 
brother’s keepers, noting that 
the graduates  have an 
obligation to win more souls for 
the Lord by ensuring that 
unbelievers are brought to the 
saving grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.

Dr. Wilsitoe stresses that no 
matter how many money a 
person may have in the bank, 
how many houses he built, or 
cars he owns, and luxuries he 
acquired while on the face of 
the earth, what matters is 
where he spends eternity after 
death.

He challenges the graduates 
to be aware that human lived in 
a world of hypocrisy, coupled 
with mistrust, calling on them 
to practice, teach, preach, and 
go in the battle in a heavily-
crowded field to bring lost 
souls to the saving knowledge 

The INCHR was established 
by an Act of the Legislature in 
2005 as the National Human 
Rights Institution (NHRI) 
responsible for the promotion 
and protection of human rights 
in Liberia.

The establishment of the 
INCHR came out of the 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P e a c e  
Agreement (CPA) signed in 
Accra on the 18th of August 
2003 that stressed the need to 
address the wanton disregard 
and disrespect for human rights 
which in part led to and 
characterized the Liberian civil 
war.--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

of Jesus Christ who is the 
finisher of men’s faith.

 He emphasizes that after 
obtaining an AA Degree himself 
from the college 19 years ago, 
he decided to pursue further 
studies by acquiring Bachelor, 
Master’s  and doctorate 
degrees, respectively from the 
Colorado University based in 
the United States of America 
(USA) before returning home to 
make his contribution.

He expresses gratitude to 
the college’s oversea partners, 
faculty, administration and 
supporting Baptist Churches 
f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e  
contributions which will go a 
long way in addressing the 
spiritual needs of unbelievers 
and lead them to the saving 
knowledge of God as well as 
repent from their wicked 
deeds.

 Earl ier,  the col lege 
President, Rev. John K. Sackie, 
discloses that the biggest 
challenge has been payment of 
f e e s  b y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
supporting Baptist Churches, 
which sometime compelled the 
administration of the college 
to waive fees in order to help 
students go through their 
academic studies.

He hopes that the college 
would move from AA degree 
level to a full degree program 
when the college’s application 
of intent is approved by the 
National Commission on Higher 
Education.  

He calls on supporting 
Baptist churches to encourage 
young people in their churches 
to enroll in the college by 
offering them financial gifts 
that would keep them in 
school, while commending 
those who have and continued 
to support the work of the 
college over the years, praying 
God’s blessings on them. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

EPA launches Information System
By Bridgett Milton

Baptist prelate 
warns graduates

By Emmanuel Mondaye

INCHR ends 3 days workshop in Bong
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan 

in Bong
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Armed Forces of Liberia, 
President George Manneh 
Weah, and former Liberian 
President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, who initiated the 
restructuring of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia back in 2006.

Maj/Gen Johnson also 
lauded the efforts of  others, 
i nc lud ing   the  fo rmer  
Command  Officer-in-Charge  ( 
COIC)  of the AFL, the late 
M a j / G e n .  S u r a j A l a o  

Abdurrahman, one of Nigeria’s 
finest Generals, who was 
seconded to the AFL in 2007 to 
lead  the young Army; former 
L i b e r i a ’s   Pe r m a n e n t  
Representative to the United 
Nations, Ambassador Lewis G. 
Brown II, the current  Liberia 
Permanent Representative to 
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  
Ambassador  Dee-Maxwell  
SaahKemayah Sr., and former 
Defense Minister Hon. Brownie 

he  M in i s t r y  o f  
National Defense Tand the  Armed 

Forces of Liberia (AFL) have 
welcomed the signing of a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( M O U )  
between the Government of 
Liberia and the United 
Nations regarding the AFL’s 
contribution to the UN Peace-
keeping Operations in Mali 
(MINUSMA). 

This MOU now solidifies 
the contribution of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia to the UN 
Peacekeeping Mission in Mali.

Both the Ministry and the 
AFL said they see the signing 
of the MOU as a great step for 
Liberia and speaks to the 
level of transformation the 
Liberian Military has gone 
t h r o u g h  s i n c e  i t s  
restructuring in 2006.

Comment ing  on the 
signing of the MOU, the Chief 
of Staff of the Armed Forces 
of Liberia, Maj/Gen Prince C. 
Johnson III, said the MOU with 
the United Nations could not 
have been possible without 
the support of the Liberian 
Government under the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
Commander-in-Chief of the 

J. Samukai, and rank and file of 
the Armed Forces of Liberia 
and their families for their 
efforts and sacrifices in the 
achievement of this milestone.

It can be recalled that the 
Armed Forces of Liberia’s first 

post-war peacekeeping mission 
to the West African state of Mali 
started with the deployment of 
a platoon of AFL personnel in 
June 2013.  With a professional 
and effective military force 
ready to conduct operations, 
Liberia agreed to deploy a 
contingent to participate in the 
peacekeeping mission in 
Bamako, Mali.

During the signing ceremony 
on 23rd July 2019 in New York, 
the UN Under-Secretary-
Genera l  for  Operat ions  
Support, Mr. AtulKhare, signed 
on behalf of the UN while 
Ambassador Dee-Maxwell 
SaahKemayah Sr., Liberia’s 
Permanent Representative to 
the UN, signed for the 
government of Liberia. The 
event was witnessed by LT/Col. 
Daniel Holman of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia along with 
other officials of the United 
Nations Department for 
Peacekeeping Operations in 
New York.

The event was graced by 
Liberian officials, foreign 
ambassadors accredited here 
and other international 
partners.

A t  t h e  i n v e s t i t u r e ,  
President Weah notes that 
every July 26 which is 
celebrated as the nation’s 
Independence Day, certain 
individuals are chosen to be 
decorated.

Among the honorees at this 
year’s investiture, President 
Weah honored senior citizens 
including 117 - year - old Mr. 
DazoeFolley with a rank of 
Grand Band, Star of Africa; and 

110 - year - old Martha Kono - 
KpawoKolleh Rambo with rank 
of Grand Band, Star of Africa.

Other honorees include Mr. 
Gerald F.B. Cooper, Grand 
Band, Star of Africa (GBSA), Mr. 
Joseph P. Kelleh (GBSA), 
Professor Charles Steiner, 
Grand Commander, Star of 
Africa (GCSA); Imam Sheik 
Ishmael Sesay of Black Jinnah 
Mosque (GCSA); and Ms. Grace 
- Ann Dickson, Officer, Star of 
Africa (OSA).

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  M r .  
SedekeeKromah was honored 
with rank of OSA, while Mr. 
Derrick Dunbar got rank of 
Knight Official, Humane Order 
of African Redemption (KO-
HOAR) and the late former 
Lone Star of Liberia Captain Mr. 
Mark Gibson with KO-HOAR.

Reading the citation for 
honoree Charles Steiner, 
Liberia’s Chief of Protocol Rev. 
Jarvis Witherspoon read that 
Prof. Steiner was born on 15 
August 1942 in Switzerland, 
and obtained a professional 
certificate in Zoology in his 
country.

In 1962, the Protocol 
indicates that the honoree 
migrated to Liberia, employed 
at the Department of Biology 
at the University of Liberia 
where he founded and 
established the Zoo and Animal 
O r p h a n a g e  l o c a t e d  i n  
Lakpazee and served as 
director.

“Your work provided much 

resident George 
Manneh Weah has 
d e c o r a t e d  1 0  P

L i b e r i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  
exceptional services to the 
nation, calling on all citizens 
to be inspired by the occasion 
and serve their society and 
nation diligently.

“We hope this will inspire 
all citizens to serve our 
society and our nation 
diligently,” President Weah 
said Wednesday, 24 July at 
t h e  C .  C e c i l  D e n n i s  
Auditorium of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Monrovia.

insight and knowledge to the 
Liberian community,” the 
citation reads.

The citation for the late 
Sports Activist Mr. Mark Gibson 
recalls how the honoree served 
as captain for some major 
national football teams, and 
his instrumentality in winning 
m a n y  c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  
including the famous “Who 
Owns the Land” Social Security 
… tournament.

He headed the Lonestar to 
key victory in regional African 
qual i f iers,  winning the 
admiration of fans and peers 
who dubbed him a Midfield 
General.

He lead the national team to 
participate in a six - month 
training tour in Brazil and 
ensured the including of now 
President George Manneh 
Weah, as one of the few young 
players to make the trip in 
1986.

Responding on behalf of the 
honorees, Mr. Joseph P. Keller 
notes that he didn’t think that 
many of the honorees expected 
this, thanking President Weah, 
the government and everyone 
who made the day a success.

However, he says it’s a great 
honor to be recognized 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  
contributions to the country.
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MOD-AFL welcomes MOU with UN Peacekeeping Operations

Weah urges citizens to serve diligently
-honors senior citizens, others

By Winston W. Parley
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par t ie l l e s  du  comté  de  
Montserrado ont été provoquées 
par le décès de la sénatrice 
Geraldine Doe Sherif au début de 
cette année des suites d’une 
l o n g u e  m a l a d i e  e t  d u  
représentant du district 15, 
Adolph Lawrence, dans un 
tragique accident de circulation 
sur la route de l’aéroport 
Roberts International, le jour de 
son anniversaire.

M. Bloh a rappelé que la 
Constitution du Libéria est la loi 
suprême et fondamentale du 
Libéria et que ses dispositions 
sont au-dessus de tous, y 
compris les autorités et les 
citoyens de la République. Il a 
fait référence à l’article 37 de la 
Constitution libérienne, qui 
conf ie  à  la  Commiss ion  
électorale nationale le mandat 
de pourvoir à tout siège vacant 
constaté au parlement au plus 
tard 90 jours après avoir été 
notifié par l’un des chefs des 
deux chambres du parlement.

Le CEC appelle donc le 
gouvernement libérien à mettre 
à la disposition de la commission 
électorale le reste d'un million 
de dollars américains pour que 
les élections partielles aient lieu 
le 29 juillet, tout en mettant en 
garde qu’un énième report des 
élections portera atteinte à 
l 'état  de dro it  et  à  la  
Constitution libérienne.

Par ailleurs, il a annoncé que 
son organisation déploiera 424 
observateurs pour les élections 

n e  m i s s i o n  
h u m a n i t a i r e  d e  Ul’Union africaine 

(UA), conduite par Mme 
CessoumaMinataSamate,  
commissaire chargée des 
affaires politiques à l’UA,  
s’est manifestée aux  côtés  
des déplacés internes de la 
crise avec un chèque de 
100.000 dollars US. C’était ce 
mardi 23 juillet 2019, à la  cité 
ministérielle de Bamako, en 
présence du ministre de la 
solidarité et de la lutte contre 

c h e f s  d ’ É t a t  e t  d e  
gouvernement de l’Union 
africaine  ont choisi comme 
thème phare  cette année,  à  
l’instar des  thématiques qu’ils 
adoptent chaque année,   la 
question chargée des réfugiés, 
des rapatriés et des déplacés 
dans toute l’Afrique. Selon elle 
l’Union  africaine ne dispose 
pas d’assez de moyens, mais 
elle jouera de sa casquette 
politique pour démarcher  les 
partenaires qui seront à 
mesure de prendre en charge 
la souffrance des populations 
déplacées. Tout en rassurant le 
g o u v e r n e m e n t  q u e l l e  
s’impliquera pour la mise en 
œuvre des inquiétudes  prises 
en compte par cette  mission 
d’évaluat ion auprès  de 
l’organisation de  l’Union 
africaine,  la cheffe de mission 
n’a pas manquer de mettre  un 
accent particulier  sur la 
situation des enfants et des 
femmes dans cette  crise. 
Quant au ministre Konaté, il 

la pauvreté, M. Amadoun Konaté 
et  de  l ’Ambassadeur  et  
représentant spécial de l’Union 
africaine au Mali, M. Pierre 
Boyoya.

Présente au Mali depuis les 
débuts de la crise, mais, cela est   
une première dans les missions 
de l’organisation africaine de 
prendre en compte et évaluer 
minutieusement la question des 
populations déplacés  à 
l ’ i n t e r n e .  U n e  m i s s i o n  
humanitaire, sous forme de sous-
comité chargé spécifiquement 

s’est réjoui de la considération 
de l’étendue et de toutes les 
dimensions de cette  crise par la 
mission de l’Union  africaine au 
Mali. Selon le ministre de la 
Solidarité et de la Lutte contre la 
pauvreté, cette visite de la 
délégation de l’UA est un grand 
signe d’espoir pour le Mali. Il a 
réaffirmé son inquiétude  à 
celles déjà  évoquées  par la 
cheffe de mission envers les 
femmes et plus particulièrement  
les enfants,  dont l’avenir de la 
plupart se trouve  condamné par 
la  crise. C’est pourquoi il a 
exhorté  la  mission de l’Union 
afr icaine à  s’ impliquer 
davantage pour mettre en œuvre  
rap idement  des  mesures  
d’accompagnement   parraines 
envers   les  populat ions  
déplacées. Il a enfin, rassuré les 
heureux donateurs que le 
chèque ainsi reçu sera utilisé à 
bon escient   et que toute action 
menée dans ce cadre sera portée 
à la connaissance de la 
commission de l’Union africaine.

de la question  des réfugiés, des 
rapatriés  et des déplacés 
internes de la crise au Mali. 
Durant son  séjour depuis un 
moment, la forte délégation 
conduite par Mme Samate  a  
approché et discuté avec tous 
les acteurs humanitaires 
impliqués dans la gestion de 
cette crise au Mali. A savoir, non 
seulement du gouvernement du 
Mali, mais aussi des ONG 
nationales et internationales, 
sans oublier également  les  
popu lat ions  e l les -mêmes  
concernées. Après des visites sur 
le terrain, la mission de la plus 
grande organisation africaine a 
pu s’imprégner de la  dure 
réalité sur le terrain. C’est 
pourquoi, elle a  décidé de 
sou ten i r  l e s  e f fo r t s  du  
département en charge de la 
solidarité dans la prise en charge 
des besoins des personnes 
déplacées,  avec un montant de 
100.000 dollars US, soit plus de 
50 millions de francs CFA. Mme 
Samate dira que cette somme 
n’est que symbolique pour 
manifester la présence de toute 
l’Afrique aux côtés des frères 
maliens. La présidente du sous-
comité  chargé des réfugiés, des 
rapatriés et des déplacés,  Mme 
CessoumaMinataSamate, dira  
dans son allocution que ce 
problème ne concerne pas que le 
Mali, mais de toute l’Afrique. 
C’est pourquoi d’ailleurs, les 

e  C o m i t é  d e  
coo rd ina t i on  de s  Lé l e c t i o n s  ( E C C )  

con te s te  l e s  é l ec t i on s  
partielles du 29 juillet dans le 
comté de Montserrado, les 
q u a l i f i a n t  d ’ «  
anticonstitutionnelles » car « 
elles ne réunissent pas les 
conditions minimales en vertu 
de la loi fondamentale 
libérienne ». 

Lors d'une conférence de 
presse à Monrovia, mardi 23 
juillet, Oscar Bloh, président 
du Comité de coordination des 
élections, a déclaré que le 
retard continu des élections 
partielles arendu l'ensemble 
du  processus  é lectora l  
inconstitutionnel et que tout 
nouveau retard ébranlerait 
d’avantage la Constitution de 
1986 du Libéria.

A la question de savoir si le 
CCE reconnaitra quand même 
la légitimité des législateurs 
qui seront élus aux cours des 
deux élections partielles, M. 
Bloha répondu que le CEC n'a 
pas le pouvoir de décider, mais 
qu’il appartient aux acteurs 
politiques d’en débattre.

Le CEC se dit profondément 

partielles du 29 juillet, puis 
ajouté que « le CEC publiera des 
déclarations préliminaires sur 
ses efforts d’observation le jour 
des élections et le 30 septembre, 
respectivement. Alors que les 
élections approchent, le CEC 
appelle tous les acteurs 
politiques à s'abstenir de 
l'utilisation des médias sociaux 
et des propos incendiaires qui 
incitent à la violence », a-t-il 
averti.

Sept candidats se disputent le 
siège sénatorial du comté de 
Montserrado qui abrite la 
capitale Monrovia. Il s’agit de 
Mme PualitaWiepour la coalition 
au pouvoir, de M. Abraham 
Darious Dillon pour l’alliance des 
quatre  pr inc ipaux part i s  
politiques de l'opposition, de 
Mohammed Ayouba Dukulypour 
le Parti pour la transformation du 
Liberia, de Mme MacDella 
Cooper, Massa MassaquoiKanyon, 
et M. KimmieWeeks et le 
représentant sortant de la 
circonscription électorale no 6 
du comté de Montserrado no 6, 
Samuel Enders, tous candidats 
indépendants.

Cependant, tout semble 
indiquer que la course électorale 
a lieu entre M. Dillon et Mme Wie 
pour la sénatoriale, et entre M. 
Abu Kamara de la coalition au 
pouvoir et Tellia Urey de 
l’alliance des quatre principaux 
partis politiques de l’opposition 
pour l’électionlégislative.

préoccupé par le report des 
élections partielles dans ce 
pays, tout en avertissant que : 
"Cela crée un précédent 
dangereux pour la démocratie 
naissante et fragile du pays. Le 
non-respect de l'état de droit 
sape la consolidation de la paix 
et les principes fondamentaux 

de la bonne gouvernance et de la 
démocratie. "

Selon lui, le report des 
élections pourrait également se 
t radui re  par  une fa ib le  
participation le jour des 
élections et par conséquente 
mettre à mal la légitimité des 
é lu s .Les  deux  é lec t i on s  
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« Les élections partielles du 29 juillet 
sont inconstitutionnelles », dénonce l’ECC

L’union Africaine (Ua) Au Chevet Des 
Déplacés Internes De La Crise Au Mali 
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EL AVIV – Les critiques s'abattent sur les 
vélos électriques et les trottinettes. Les Tinquiétudes quant aux accidents possibles, 

aux piétons terrorisés et aux incivilités conduisent 
de plus en plus de responsables politiques et de 
commentateurs à conclure que ces moyens de 
transport devraient être interdits. Ils se 
trompent. Ces moyens de transport innovants, de 
petite taille, portatifs et électriques constituent 
une formidable opportunité pour réduire les 
émissions de gaz à effet de serre, éviter les 
embouteillages et diminuer la frustration des 
citadins.

Une trottinette qui permet de parcourir en 
moyenne 16 kilomètres par jour produit 3,5kg de 
moins de CO2 qu'une voiture parcourant la même 
distance. Si 10 000 personnes abandonnaient la 
voiture pour la trottinette, les émissions de CO2 
diminueraient de 35 tonnes par jour, et si 5 
millions de personnes en faisaient autant, à elles 
toutes elles n'émettraient que 370 tonnes de CO2 
par jour - tout juste 2% de la quantité produite par 
le même nombre de voitures. Néanmoins un 
problème se pose : les responsables de la voirie et 
les élus qui établissent leur budget ne prennent 
pas encore en compte la modification des 
infrastructures qui devrait accompagner cette 
révolution des modes de transport.

Pour avoir un exemple sur la manière de tirer tous 
les avantages de ces nouveaux moyens de 
transport sans compromettre la sécurité, 
examinons la situation à Tel Aviv où il y a 
maintenant plus de 5000 trottinettes en location. 
Pour aider le service de la circulation urbaine et la 
police à en assurer la gestion, mes étudiants en fin 
d'étude et moi avons analysé les données relatives 
à leur utilisation.

Ainsi nous avons découvert que si les véhicules 
électriques à deux roues sont dangereux, c'est 
avant tout pour leur utilisateur qu'ils le sont. En 
Israël, depuis 2014, le nombre d'accidents mortels 
de trottinette est passé de 1 à 19 par an. Et l'année 
dernière, 414 personnes ont été hospitalisées 
suite à un accident de trottinette, dont prés du 
quart âgées de moins de 16 ans. 95% des 
utilisateurs de trottinettes blessés à la tête ne 
portaient pas de casque, et la plupart des 
accidents étaient dus à leur présence sur la 
chaussée en raison de l'absence de piste cyclable 
et de l'interdiction d'utiliser le trottoir. 

Ces conclusions montrent que la plupart des 
accidents pourraient être évités grâce à une 
réglementation adaptée et aux infrastructures 
voulues. En Israël, le nombre de citations à 
comparaître devant les tribunaux visant des 
utilisateurs de ces nouveaux moyens de transport 
(la plupart du temps pour avoir emprunté le 
trottoir) a fait un bond de 12 356 en 2015 à 30 178 
en 2018. Les municipalités ont introduit une 
nouvelle réglementation imposant un âge 
minimum aux utilisateurs, 16 ans, le port du 
casque, l'interdiction aux trottinettes d'utiliser les 
passages piétons, la présence de plus d'une 
personne sur une trottinette et l'utilisation 
d'écouteurs sur les deux oreilles, que ce soit pour 
écouter de la musique ou pour téléphoner. Mesure 
supplémentaire, les véhicules électriques à deux 
roues doivent avoir une plaque d'immatriculation 
pour permettre aux mairies et à la police d'éviter 
le chaos. 

Ces dispositions sont de bon sens, mais visant 
exclusivement les utilisateurs de trottinettes, 

elles stigmatisent peu ou prou ceux qui ont choisi un 
moyen de transport optimal du point de vue de 
l'intérêt général. En Israël, les médias sont les 
premiers à accabler les utilisateurs de trottinettes. 
Nous avons étudié la manière dont les journaux en 
ligne parlent des trottinettes depuis quelques 
années : 67% des articles sont négatifs, 13% neutres 
et 20% vaguement positifs. Pire encore, le mépris 
affiché à l'égard de ce nouveau moyen de transport 
très prometteur a suscité une vague de 
désinformation.

Rétablissons un certain nombre de faits. Plus de 
trottinettes se traduit par moins d'accidents. Les 
pays qui connaissent le plus grand nombre de 
déplacement à vélo par habitants sont ceux où le 
nombre de tués par kilomètre à vélo est le plus 
faible. Le taux d'accidents de vélo mortels en 
Hollande, au Danemark, en Allemagne et en Suisse 
est quatre fois inférieur à ce qu'il est aux USA, alors 
que les déplacements à vélo y sont 20 fois plus 
nombreux. Quand l'utilisation du vélo atteint une 
masse critique, les conducteurs font plus attention 
et les responsables politiques construisent les 
infrastructures voulues.

Cette prise de conscience peut aussi passer par la 
loi. En Australie en 2014, le Queensland a adopté 
une loi stipulant que lorsqu'ils dépassent un cycliste, 
les automobilistes doivent passer au minimum à 1m 
de lui s'ils roulent à moins de 60km/h, et à 1,5m au 
minimum s'ils roulent à plus de 60km/h. Deux ans 
après, le nombre de décès de cyclistes a baissé de 
35% et le nombre d'hospitalisations de cyclistes 
accidentés de 50%. Plusieurs villes d'Amérique du 
Nord ont adopté une réglementation analogue.

Par ailleurs, contrairement à ce que disent souvent 
les politiques, les pistes cyclables ne représentent 
pas un fardeau financier. Réduisant les 
embouteillages, elles encouragent l'utilisation du 
vélo, ce qui est très avantageux, économiquement 
parlant.

En Israël, un récent rapport du ministère de 
l'Environnement indique que les conducteurs 
israéliens passent en moyenne 40 minutes par jour 
dans les embouteillages. Et du fait de la croissance 
rapide de la population et du nombre de voitures, ce 
temps mort quotidien pourrait augmenter de 90 
minutes d'ici 2030. Autrement dit, des dizaines de 
milliards de dollars seront perdus chaque année. 
Etant donné que les personnes qui sont se retrouvent 
chaque jour prisonnières des embouteillages sont 
plus souvent sujettes à la dépression, voire se livrent 
plus fréquemment à des violences domestiques 
(dans le cas des hommes), on peut en déduire que de 
plus en plus de personnes choisiront une alternative 
si elles en ont la possibilité.

Enfin, les trottinettes et les vélos électriques ont un 
rôle crucial à jouer contre le réchauffement 
climatique. Pour des pays aussi chauds qu'Israël en 
été, l'interdiction de ce type de moyen de transport 
se traduirait par une augmentation du nombre de 
voitures sur la chaussée, alors qu'il faudrait chercher 
à le réduire. Il serait bien plus écologique et 
économique d'investir dans des infrastructures 
destinées à rentabiliser l'utilisation de la trottinette 
et d'adopter une réglementation en ce sens. Plutôt 
que de montrer du doigt ceux qui ont choisi un mode 
de transport urbain éthique et efficace, les villes 
devraient tout faire pour faciliter leur utilisation.

FrançaisFrançais
2019                              

e Président George 
M a n n e h W e a h a  Li n a u g u r é  l a  

première usine d’acier du 
Libéria, exprimant son 
optimisme quant à l’intérêt 
que les investisseurs 
é t r ange r s  po r ten t  à  
l’économie libérienne.

Le président Weaha 
exhorté les Libériens à 
travailler avec les « 
différentes puissances 
économiques » pour attirer 
des investisseurs étrangers 
au Libéria pour la relance 
de l'économie du pays.

Il dit regretter que le 
Liberia ne dispose d’aucune 
usine pour produire des 
chaussures et d'autres 
produits à la base du 
caoutchouc en dépit du fait 
que le pays produise de 
l’hévéa. Selon lui, il est 
temps qu’il existe sur le 
marché des produits « Made 
in Liberia » comme les 
autres pays africains.

Le président Weah a fait 
o b s e r v e r  q u ’ i l  e s t  
important que le pays 
s’octroie plus d’usines qui 
pourront transformer les 
matières premières dont 
regorge le pays en produits 
finis afin de relancer de 
manière considérable 
l'économie.

Il a plaidé auprès de la 
direction de la société Seti 
Brothers pour faire preuve 
detolérance à l’égard des 
Libériens qui travaillent 
pour elle. Il a, par la même 
occasion, prodigué de sages 
conseils aux employés 
libériens, leur demandant 
d e  r e s p e c t e r  l e u r  
hiérarchie et de faire 
preuve d’honnêteté dans 
l ' e x e r c i c e  d e  l e u r s  
fonctions.

Le président Weah a 
indiqué que les Libériens 
n’ont qu’à s’en prendre à 
eux-mêmes pour le sous-
développement de leur 
pays. Il a profité de 
l’occasion pour exprimer sa 
g rat i tude  au  Caucus  
législatif du comté de 
Nimba, par l'intermédiaire 
du sénateur Prince Y. 
Johnson, pour son rôle dans 
le processus qui a abouti à 
la création de la première 
usine sidérurgique du 
Libéria.

Le Président Directeur 
General de l'usine, M. Paul 
Sethi, a révélé que l'entité a 
actuellement un effectif de 
500 employés, dont la 
plupart des Libériens et dit 
e s p e r e r  e m p l o y e r  

davantage de Libériens au 
fur et à mesure que les 
choses avanceront.

Il aremercié le président 
Weah d'avoir créé un 
environnement favorable 
p e r m e t t a n t  a u x  
investisseurs étrangers de 
venir au Libéria pour y 
investir et créer des 
opportunités d'emploi pour 
les Libériens.

Il a aussi fait savoir que 
les quelques employés 
étrangers  de  l ’us ine  
formeront leurs collègues 
libériens, qui reprendront 
par la suite la relèvedes 
opérations de l’usine de 
sorte que l’entreprise 
devienne entièrement une 
entreprise libérienne.

Pour sa part, le consul 
indienaccrédité au Libéria 
a félicité le président Weah 
pour son « leadership 
visionnaire »et dont « le 
p rog ramme pour  l e s  
p a u v r e s  p o u r  l e  
développement et la 
prospér ité att i re les  
investissements étrangers 
».

Il adonné des conseils 
aux Indiens qui travaillent 
au Libéria, tout en les 
exhortant à respecter les 
lois du pays. Il a également 
promis de travailler en 
étroitecollaboration avec 
le gouvernement, notant 
que l'usine sidérurgique 
fonctionnera comme toutes 
les autres usines de 
production dans le monde.

Quant  au  min i s t re  
libérien du Commerce et de 
l’Industrie, Wilson K. 
Tarpeh, il a dit que le 
gouvernement du Libéria 
est ouvert et résolu à créer 
u n  e n v i r o n n e m e n t  
commercial porteur qui 
attirera les investisseurs.

I l  a  d é c l a r é  q u e  
l’ouverture de l’usine 
sidérurgique est la preuve 
d e  l a  v o l o n t é  d u  
g o u v e r n e m e n t  d e  
collaborer avec le monde 
d e s  a f f a i r e s  e t  l e s  
investisseurs pour investir 
au Libéria, ajoutant que le 
Libéria peut désormais se 
vanter de posséder une 
usine de fabrication.

P a r  a i l l e u r s ,  l e  
r e p r é s e n t a n t  d e s  
travailleurs a remercié le 
gouvernement d’avoir 
attiré l’investissement 
dans le pays, « ce qui a créé 
des possibilités d’emploi 
pour certains Libériens qui 
étaient sans emploi ». 
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N'ayons pas peur des trottinettes !

Par Alon Tal

Le Président Weahinaugure la 
première usine d'acier du Libéria



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN  102019                                THURSDAY        JULY   25

resident Sirleaf did not have to help CDC, UP was doing all the work. Self-
preservation took over the legacy. P

Former President Pro-Temp Findley  - current Minister of Foreign Affairs had 
worked for years in Bassa County to regain his footing in preparation for 2017. He 
walked away from UP and joined CDC. He was rumored to be on a short list for 
running mates to VP Boakai.  By the time it was all over, UP had expelled Mrs. 
Sirleaf and her close “allies.”    

The misunderstanding between the two leaders of UP reached such high pitch 
that on the day of President Sirleaf’s birthday, UP under Boakai held a special 
meeting and issued a communiqué accusing her of betrayal and deciding to expel 
her from the party. It took several interventions to stop President Sirleaf from 
holding her own press conference.  

VP Boakai was facing serious challenges. The youthfulness of the electorate, 
with more than 60 percent of voters under age 35, most of whom had veneration 
for the CDC leader, was a factor not to dismiss.  UP had been in power for 12 
years, this led to a general fatigue and a desire for change. The Vice President had 
been in the limelight for 12 years and therefore vulnerable to attacks. How could 
he reinvent himself? How could he walk on the thin blue line between legacy and 
change? The VP was also the target of the other opposition parties who all thought 
they could defeat Mr. Weah. The UP’s defeat  can now be counted among loses by 
ruling parties in the region in this decade, from Senegal to Nigeria, through 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Benin, Cote d’Ivoire and The Gambia. However, it did not 
have to happen in Liberia.

When the results of the first round were announced, Liberty Party (LP) of Cllr. 
Charles Brumskine decided to contest the results and took National Election 
Commission (NEC) to the Supreme Court. Rather than prepare for the second 
round, the Boakai campaign spent its energy and time to support a lawsuit that 
was doomed from the onset. LP was seeking to annul the results and start all over. 
As the elections were mostly donors funded, there was little enthusiasm to do a 
rerun. By the time the Supreme Court rejected the case, CDC had locked down 
the country while UP was in court. The VP had only a few days to get back on the 
campaign trail. 

One night, a group of senior cabinet ministers, including the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Marjon Kamara, Minister of State Sylvester Grisby, Defense 
Minister Brownie Samukai and the Minister of Justice Frederick Cherue 
crisscrossed Monrovia, trying to patch up things between the President and the 
Vice-President. The two agreed to meet. But the phone never rang and UP 
continued its path of self-destruction. It was too late.

The question of who is responsible for the debacle of UP at the polls in 2017 
will have many answers but one thing is certain, the campaign failed. In the end, 
all the CDC had to do was to wait patiently to harvest the fruit that UP could not 
nurture. How the party would regroup and regain its standing will still depend on 
the capacity of the two leaders to make peace for the sake of the party. They owe 
that much to the partisans and people who were caught in the crossfire. Will they 
allow UP to fizzle away as all former Liberian ruling parties? Or would they 
regroup, bury the hatchet and pass the baton? 

The much touted “generational change” is inevitable, as time and nature 
command. Will UP stay in “protective” collaboration of opposition parties or will 
it get its troops back in line and stand on its own? Will the current collaboration 
lead the way to the formation of one opposition party before the 2020 and 2023 
suffrages, such as a repeat of the Grand Coalition of 1985? Would the young 
people who worked so hard be able to reach out to each other and “wake up” UP? 
Time does not wait, and History has no reset button. 

The biggest irony in all this, President Sirleaf and VP Boakai never uttered one 
public negative statement about each other. It was all done by surrogates through 
the media, everything built up through rumors. 

“In school, you take a lesson and then you are tested, in life you are tested and 
then you learn a lesson,” Uncle Joe told me the last time we met, in June 2019. 
Can the elders make peace and pass the torch, and can the youth look back at 
their tracks and regroup? As Dr. Amos Sawyer    said, “what did we do with what 
we had? Could we have done better? And can we do better?”  

Article     
How We (UP) lost the 

Elections in 2017
Abdoulaye W Dukulé

Cont’d from last edition 
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Open Letter to President George M. Weah
Ma son pakix K o
                                                                                                                                                 
Current Address:                                                                                                                                                
Uni ed Kingdomt

                                                                                                                                              
Home Address:                                                                                                                                                   
Rehab o munityC m
                                                                                                                                                   
Paynesville, L beriai
H.E. Dr Geo g  M. eahr e W
PRESIDENT
Republ c of Liberiai

14th July 2019

Open Lette  to Pre ident Geo ge M. Weahr  s  r

Dear Mr President:

I present complimen s of my highest e t e  to you and your f mil  t  s e m  a y
ncluding embers of your ca net.i m bi

s a conce n cit zen and a  advocate for s cial justi e, I am hugely A r i n o c
onstra ned writing you this lett r  Yo r Excellenc , fe  weeks ago, I c i e . u y w

learned that you are plan ing a n
h celebrat on for our uge i
In pendenc  Day on 26 July. de e  
My understanding also s t ati  h  
such celebration is to be 
spon o ed by the State, s r
meaning ha  every penny that t t
will be spent will come from 
the na ional cover.t

Mr Pr sident, pe mit me t  e  r o
kindly appea  to you in the l  
name of God to see reason nd a
h v e  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  a
cancelle . You  xcellency, d r E
under the current climate in 
the c untry, e pecially the o s
econ mic h rdship which is o a
even eaving our healt care l h
centers vu nerable, I want to l
plead with you to aba don any  n
form of ce ebration that w  as a   l e
n tion will pend more ha  US a s t n
$ ,000.00. 1

Th r  are so ma y hospitals e e n
right now in our c unt y that o r
l cks the basics including a
medi ation o treat an emergency patien  let alone o talk bout  life c t  t t a a
threateni g i kne s. Whatever budget that has been raise  for uch n s c s   d s
ce ebration could be iverted to assist ew hospi als acro s the co ntry l d f t s  u
instead of us using it fo  merry m king.r a

Mr President, as a reminder, one of your col eague , President Joh   l s n
Magufu i pon taken office a  le der of T nzania, he cancelled such l u s a a
celebrations stating that his countr  was fac ng h ge ch llenges ncluding y  i u a i
financia  difficulties. Str ssing f r her that i ’s b tter to save such l e u t t e
am unt a d t it in the system fo  the mprovement o  li s, th n to o n pu r i f ve a
waste it on merr  making for t e few. gree with me or ot Mr esi nt, y h  A n Pr de
our cu ren  financi l s tuations are challenging a d you a  our le der will r t a i n s a
ave t  ta e that e ious time to accept and a mit that in deed our h o k pr c   d  
ountry is t u gling. Thi  m ans that yo  are t e only person th t can c  s r g s e u h a
ead us out of it. l

Yours, Sinc r lye e

Maxson S. pakiK o
Concern Citizen/Social Justice dvocateA
+447574378999
s max15@y hoo. o.ukk a c
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h e  N e w  D a w n  
reliably gathers that Tthe Comptrol ler 

General of Liberia has placed 
a hold on payment of the 
balance US$1 million to the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission to conduct the 
Montserrado County by-
elections.

Speaking to this paper via 
m o b i l e  p h o n e  l a t e  
Wednesday, 24th July in 
Monrovia, the National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
chairman, Cllr. Jerome 
George Korkoya discloses the 
board of commissioners were 
beaming with smiles after 
receiving news that the 
remaining US$1 million has 
been made available for the 
t w o  b y - e l e c t i o n s  i n  
Montserrado, but their joy 
was short-lived when the 
Comptroller General of 
Liberia, Mr. JangaKowo 
placed a hold on disbursing 
the fund to the NEC’s 
account.

C h a i r m a n  K o r k o y a  

n o t  r e l e a s e  t h e  l a s t  
disbursement.

The NEC chair notes that 
the position of the comptroller 
general has a propensity to 
undermine a peaceful conduct 
of the already delayed by-
elections, arguing that the 
process for which the money 

explains that Comptroller 
General Kowo, who is also the 
National Secretary of the 
ruling Coalition for Democratic 
Change, maintains that unless 
t h e  N E C  s u b m i t t e d  
expenditure report for the 
US$1.5 million disbursed  
earlier for the polls, it would 

year, a decision that is seen to 
have immensely affect the 
income of the institution as 
government funding to the 
institution continues to delay.

Leading the protest, the 
Student Unification Party 
(SUP)  Cha i rman Car los  
Te n g b e h E d d i s o n  u r g e s  
President Weah to stop giving 
money to wayward Liberians 
also referred to as Zogos at a 
time teachers cannot get their 
pay.

Mr. Eddison argues that UL 
students had neverasked the 
President for free education, 
but rather quality education.

According to him, since 
President Weah made the 
pronouncement of free 

tuition, he has not been able 
to mark his words with deeds.

Mt. Eddison complains that 
since the announcement of 
the free tuition by President 
Weah, the education system  
at UL has been undermined, 
noting that education which is 
students’ vital right is now 
under threat in Liberia.  

According to Eddison, for 
the past four months, UL 
instructors have not gotten 
any money, and some staff’s 
salaries have allegedly been 
cut off.In the wake of the 
protest, the Inspector General 
of the Liberia National Police 
(LNP) Col. Patrick Sudue 
personally engaged the 
students and calmed the 
situation.

Making his intervention, 
Col. Sudue assures the 
students that the process of 
paying instructors their 
salaries has started. 

Col. Sudue request that 
Chairman Eddisontake the 
students off the road and 
follow him on the campus to 
make follow up on the 
teachers’ salaries issue.The 
police chief further indicated 
that they will go to all the 
places necessary to show to 
Chairman Eddison that the 
teachers have started taking 
their pay. 

According to Col. Sudue, if 
the teachers are not taking 
pay, he will go to the Ministry 
of Education to [make follow 
up].--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

tudents at the state - 
run University of SLiberia (UL) staged a 

protest in demand of 
instructors’ salaries, setting 
roadblocks in the main street 
on Capitol Hill to claim 
authorities’ attention.

The students’ protest on 
Wednesday, 24 July came as 
UL instructors refuse to 
administer final exams for 
the semester owing to 
concerns that they have not 
received salaries for four 
months.

Financial crisis struck the 
U n i v e r s i t y  f o l l o w i n g  
P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah’s “free tuition” 
policy pronouncement last 

2019                              

was disbursed is still in 
progress, and that full report 
will be provided at the close of 
the entire electoral process.

However, Chairman Korkoya 
discloses that the commission, 
in a spirit of coordination, 
forwarded financial report to 
the Office of the Comptroller 
General, but Mr. Kowo is yet to 
respond to the report up to the 
time he left office yesterday 
evening.

The Liberian government 
had earlier provided US$1.5 
million against the US$2.5 
million budget submitted to 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning for the 
pend ing  senator ia l  and  
District#15 by-elections in 
Montserrado.

When questioned about the 
holding of the by-elections, 
Chairman Korkoya says the 
commission has put in place all 

mechanisms for the polls on 
Monday, July 29.

He, however, expresses fear 
if the US$1 million were not 
made available before 29 July 
poll workers may create 
tension at the close of voting.

When Comptroller General 
Kowo was contacted via mobile 
phone for comment, his phone 
rang endlessly without a 
response.  

The senatorial by-election is 
as the result of the death of 
Senator Geraldine Doe Sherif 
after a protracted battle with 
cancer and the death of 
Montserrado County Electoral 
District #15 Representative 
Adolph Lawrence, in a car crash 
along the Roberts International 
Airport-Monrovia highway after 
celebrating his 50th birthday in 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa. by 
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Govt. halts payment to NEC?
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

UL students protest 
for teachers’ salaries

By Ethel A. Tweh

he Liberia Institute of 
Statistics and GEO-TInformation Services 

(LISGIS) with support from the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP)  has  
conducted a 3-day validation 
on the Thematic Analysis of the 
Hou seho ld  I n come  and  
Expenditure Survey (HIES).

The HIES was conducted in 
2016 covering the entire 
country, in an attempt to 
produce more accurate and 

reliable information for 
national accounting for GDP 
estimations, enhance price 
statistics production and 
agriculture sector monitoring, 
etc.

However, given the need to 
produce more data for 
monitoring the newly launched 
Pro-poor Agenda for Prosperity 
and Development (PAPD), the 
need to conduct an in-depth 
analysis in thematic areas such 
as health, demographic 
d y n a m i c s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
agriculture and other aspects 
of human development was 
considered, given the richness 
of the dataset beyond the 

Statistical Abstract produced. 
In addition, the idea was to 

also engender more gender 
specific issues in details in the 
reports to aid development 
planning. 

The Validation Workshop 
held in Buchanan City, Grand 
Bassa County was designed for 
stakeholders  in  var ious  
thematic areas to be aware of 
methods and tools used to 
compute indicators as well as 

to gain knowledge on any 
related information that may 
be published and associated 
w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
institutions.

It provided an opportunity 
for stakeholders to make inputs 
and also conduct checks and 
balances in the methods used 
to obtain facts and figures as 
well as their interpretations 
and relevance in relation to the 
PAPD and the SDGs.  

A total of 52 participants of 
the National Statistical System 
as well as Consultants, 
Re s e a r c h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
Associates formed part of the 
exercise.

LISGIS validates Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey
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in favour of the hosts Brazil, 
who beat Argentina in a 
controversial semi-final on 
their way to claiming the 
title.

Messi called the South 
A m e r i c a n  F o o t b a l l  
Confederation (CONMEBOL) 
"corrupt" and did not attend 
the ceremony to pick up his 
medal.CONMEBOL said on 
Tu e s d a y  t h a t  M e s s i ' s  
c o m m e n t s  w e r e  
"unacceptable" but backed 
down from imposing a 

rgentina captain 
Lionel Messi has Abeen banned for 

one game and fined $1,500 
after being sent off against 
Chile in the Copa America 
third-place playoff and 
levelling accusations of 
"corruption" at South 
American soccer chiefs.

Messi was shown the red 
card after clashing with 
Gary Medel and afterwards 
a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  
tournament had been fixed 

by judges at FIFA's independent 
ethics committee.

FIFA's investigation targeting 
Bility, launched in May 2018, 
"related to the misappropriation 
of the funds granted under FIFA's 
'11 against Ebola' campaign," the 
world football's governing body 
said in a statement.The 
campaign that saw top football 
s t a r s  p r o m o t i n g  E b o l a  
awareness measures was formed 
in November 2014, near the 
peak of a pandemic that killed 

more than 11,000 people across 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea.In addition to stealing 
Ebola prevention funds, FIFA 
judges found Bility guilty of 
misusing others resources sent 
to the LFA and diverting money 
to businesses controlled by him 
or  h i s  fami ly.B i l i ty  had 
attempted to run as a candidate 
to replace FIFA's disgraced 
former president Sepp Blatter in 
a 2015 campaign ultimately won 
by Gianni Infantino.

IFA on Wednesday 
banned the former Fhead of the Liberian 

Football Association from 
football for 10 years over 
corruption, including misuse of 
funds intended for an Ebola 
awareness campaign.

Musa Hassan Bility, an 
executive committee member 
at the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF), was also hit 
with a 500,000 Swiss franc 
($507,000, 455,000 euros) fine 
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tougher sanction on the five-
times world player of the 
year.The ban is expected to 
be served in Argentina’s first 
qualifier for the 2022 World 
Cup.

In another Argentina-
related decision on Tuesday, 
CONMEBOL removed the 
head of the Argentine 
Footba l l  As soc ia t ion ' s  
Claudio Tapia as their 
official representative at 
FIFA.

Messi banned for one game for Copa America red card
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