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Monrovia on edge
-Amidst growing tension



essons in all Sudanese 
schools have been Lsuspended indefinitely 

amid mass demonstrations over 
t h e  s h o o t i n g  d e a d  o f  
schoolchildren at a rally.

T h e  r u l i n g  m i l i t a r y  
authorities ordered schools 
nationwide to close their doors 
from Wednesday, the state news 

agency said.Protesting students 
gathered in cities including the 
capital Khartoum following the 
killings on Monday.

Five people died in North 
Kordofan state, four of them 
school students.Dozens more 
were injured after snipers and 
other gunmen opened fire on a 
protest in El-Obeid over fuel and 
bread shortages.Hundreds of 
children, many dressed in their 
school uniforms and waving 
Sudanese flags, took to the 
streets of Khartoum on Tuesday 

to protest about the killings in 
El-Obeid.Demonstrations by 
schoolchildren were also held 
in other parts of the capital and 
in other cities.Late on Tuesday, 
the authorities responded by 
ordering the closures of schools 
covering all age groups.

"Orders have been given to 

governors of all states to shut 
kindergartens, primary and 
high schools from tomorrow 
(Wednesday) until further 
notice," the official Suna news 
agency  repor ted .Videos  
emerging from El-Obeid in 
North Kordofan show students 
in uniform chanting, but their 
c r i e s  fo r  bet te r  l i v i ng  
conditions are drowned out by 
heavy gunfire.

Images from a hospital show 
bloodied victims.BBC
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 second person has 
died of Ebola on the ADemocratic Republic 

of Congo 's  border with 
Rwanda, raising fears the 
deadly illness could spread.

The artisanal miner died on 
Wednesday morning in the city 
of Goma, home to two million 
people, authorities said.

More than 1,600 people 
have died of Ebola in DR Congo 
since the outbreak began in 
August 2018 but those have 
been in more remote areas.

T h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  
Organization called it a global 
health emergency last week.

It is the highest level of 
alarm the WHO can sound and 
has only been used four times 
previously - including the Ebola 
epidemic that devastated 
parts of West Africa from 2014 
to 2016, and killed more than 
11,000 people.

The latest victim came from 
the north-eastern province of 
Ituri but fell ill and was 
admitted to a health centre in 
Kiziba, on the outskirts of 
Goma, on 13 July.He later 

deve loped  s ymptoms  o f  
bleeding and bruising, and 
tested positive to Ebola on 
Tuesday.

He died on Wednesday 
morning.Ebola is affecting two 
provinces of DR Congo - North 
Kivu and Ituri. Goma is the 
capital of North Kivu and lies 

South Kivu province have been 
quarantined amid fears the virus 
is spreading further.

A priest in Goma died from 
Ebola earlier this month. The 
WHO called it a "game-changer", 
but until now there had not been 
any further confirmed cases in 
the city.Goma is a transport hub 
so the latest death is of 
particular concern, as it is far 
harder to isolate patients and 
trace contacts in major cities, 
where highly mobile, large 
populations are living in close 
proximity.There are fears the 
illness could spread into Rwanda 
as people travel between Goma 
and Gisenyi every day.

Although Rwanda has not yet 
had any confirmed cases, it has 
set up an Ebola treatment centre 
and is preparing 23 isolation 
cent re s  i n  ca se  o f  any  
infections."Rwanda has made a 
significant investment in Ebola 
preparedness," WHO director-
general Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said last week."But 
as long as the outbreak continues 
in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, there is a very real 
risk of spread to neighbouring 
c oun t r i e s . "Howeve r,  n o t  

just across the border from the 
Rwandan city of Gisenyi.

Until now, the virus has been 
mostly contained to more 
remote areas, mostly around 
Beni and Butembo, to the north 
of Goma.

But the AFP news agency is 
now reporting that 15 people in 

everybody is vaccinated - only 
those who come into direct 
contact with an Ebola patient, 
and people who come into 
contact with them.And some of 
those people refuse to take it.

People give a variety of 
reasons for not taking it: they 
don't want to put any external 
liquid in their body; they have a 
religion that doesn't want them 
to take vaccines; they don't 
believe in Ebola or because they 
think they don't need it.

The vaccine, made by Merck, 
was developed during the 
epidemic in West Africa and has 
been available throughout the 
latest outbreak.

It has proven effective but is 
in relatively short supply so WHO 
recommended a second vaccine 
made by Johnson & Johnson to 
complement it.

There has also been difficulty 
tracking the spread of the 
virus.The WHO has been clear 
fo r  months  that  i t  ha s  
insufficient money to tackle the 
problem.It had estimated that it 
needed $98m to tackle the 
outbreak between February and 
July. Yet it faced a shortfall of 
$54m.BBC

fter a horrific two-
year ordeal across Athree countries - 

being bought and sold by 
people traff ickers and 
surviving running out of fuel 
on an inflatable boat while 
t r y i n g  t o  c r o s s  t h e  
Mediterranean - Mohamed 
finally gave up hope.The 
Somali man's wife Leyla, 21, 
recalls the day he burnt 
himself to death after hearing 
that they were not on a UN 
refugee list.

They were to be evacuated 
from the Triq al-Sikka 
Detention Centre, run by a 

pro-government militia in the 
capital, Tripoli, where the UN 
p r o v i d e s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
assistance. (The names of the 
couple have been changed for 
Leyla's security.)

"We were told it would be 
our turn to leave next. So when 
the new list came out, 
Mohamed asked me to go and 
check it. But our names 
weren't there. I had to tell him 
that we'd been passed over 
again.

"So many people who came 
in after us had already left. 
Mohamed was so upset and 
confused. It was just before 

early evening prayers when it 
happened. I saw Mohamed. He 
was burnt. I was told he had 
covered himself in petrol and 
set himself on fire."Leyla says 
that  condit ions  at  the 
detention centre, one of about 
12 in western Libya nominally 
run by the government in 
Tripoli, were deplorable.

"I was locked in a small room 
with 50 other women and just a 
bucket for a toilet."We barely 
ate and there wasn't enough 
water. So many people were 
sick with TB, some died in my 
arms. I was beaten up and we 
w e r e  t o r t u r e d  -  w i t h  
electricity," she told the 
BBC.Mohamed died later in 
hospital, she said.The UN 
refugee agency (UNHCR) told 
the BBC UN staff had visited 
the detention centre on the 
day he died, but that his death 
was unrelated to the visit.

"The deceased asylum 
seeker and his wife were both 
scheduled for an evacuation 
the next month,”

 it added.
The UNHCR denies that its 

work at the centre legitimises 
it, and says that it actually 
helps to improve conditions 
there. But some aid workers 
disagree and two groups have 
stopped working with the 
UNHCR.BBC

Second Ebola death in 
densely packed DR Congo city

Health authorities have been 
administering the Ebola vaccine in Goma

Migrant's death exposes 
UN failures in Libya

Migrants, like these in Zintan pictured in July, 
are kept in overcrowded detention centres

Sudan suspends schools 
after student killings

The killings in El-Obeid have sparked anger across the 
country - these students were protesting in Khartoum
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ASHINGTON, DC – Events of the past few 
weeks have highlighted the current Wvulnerability of the United States, not 

militarily – that is a subject for another day – but in 
other dangerous ways. Unlike some commentators, I 
wouldn’t go so far as to say that America’s 
democracy is on its last legs, but it is encountering 
threats that few ever expected it to face.

US President Donald Trump’s autocratic tendencies 
have recently become more pronounced than ever. 
True, he has lost several court cases testing the 
scope of his powers. But he and the Republican-
controlled Senate are busy stacking the federal 
courts with conservative judges, and the effects of 
his appointment of two ultra-conservative Supreme 
Court justices are already visible, for example in the 
recent decision to allow Trump to use Pentagon 
funds to pay for a wall along the US border with 
Mexico. Should Trump win reelection, he is likely to 
have the Supreme Court by the throat.

The latest phase of presidential  self-
aggrandizement began with Trump’s coopting the 
secular celebration of Independence Day in 
Washington, DC. Traditionally, families gather on 
the Mall or at various sites around the capital to 
watch the fireworks. But ever since he saw France’s 
military parade on Bastille Day in 2017, Trump 
wanted his own extravaganza. The Pentagon stalled 
him as long as it could, but this year he got a parade 
of sorts: a military flyover and tanks parked in front 
of the Lincoln Memorial, where he spoke.

Special bleachers were set up in front of the Lincoln 
statue (which I half expected to stand up and walk 
away in disgust), and seats were reserved for 
Republican donors. For a president to speak publicly 
on July 4 is highly unusual, but Trump gave a long 
address that occasionally mangled US history. He 
seemed to think, for example, that the US had 
airports during the Revolutionary War.

Americans like to think that their democracy has 
guardrails – understandings that, absent specific 
laws, impose limits on certain types of behavior, 
ensuring that there are things US leaders just won’t 
do. This is part of what holds the US together – or has 
held it together. But just days after the July 4 
festivities, Trump threw away another major 
guardrail by launching a racist tirade against four 
leftist congresswomen of color: if they don’t like 
America, he tweeted, they can “go back” to where 
they came from. This bigoted rhetoric has often 
been expressed to marginalize immigrants 
throughout US history, but no president had ever 
said such a thing openly.

Soon, he would go even lower. At a 2020 campaign 
rally in North Carolina on July 17, Trump stood by 
while the crowd chanted “Send her back,” after he 
attacked Representative Ilhan Omar of Minnesota. 
Omar embodies Trump’s most teeming prejudices: a 
dark-skinned Muslim immigrant with an anti-Israel 
streak.

Even some Republican members of Congress, who 
almost never take issue with Trump, quietly 
expressed unease about the viciousness of the 
chant. This sent Trump into a familiar dance: the 
next day he tried to distance himself from the 
chant, claiming, dishonestly, that he’d quickly 
interrupted it, before assuring the chanters the 
following day that he thinks they’re wonderful 
people. 

Trump, of course, has demonstrated racism for most 
of his adult life. He and his father, accused of 

keeping black people out of their housing projects, 
settled a case with the Justice Department out of 
court. He preceded his presidential run by falsely 
charging that President Barack Obama had been born 
in Africa. He later went after Rep. Elijah Cummings, a 
black congressman who represents part of Baltimore, 
Maryland. As chairman of the House Oversight 
Committee, Cummings has been highly critical of the 
conditions in which migrants apprehended along the 
southern border are being held. In tweets this 
weekend, Trump described Baltimore as a 
“disgusting, rat and rodent infested mess.” Trump’s 
aides have admitted privately to journalists that they 
expect Trump’s attacks on black and Hispanic people 
to help him in 2020.

The most recent reminder of the vulnerability of our 
democratic election system came in the form of 
Robert Mueller’s testimony in two congressional 
hearings on July 24. The power of Mueller’s words was 
almost lost in all the on-air chatter about his signs of 
frailty. But while the lanky war hero, former FBI 
director, and widely admired former special counsel 
was sometimes shambling, his terse answers in 
appearances before the House Judiciary Committee 
and the House Intelligence Committee made two 
things clear: Russia had engaged in a far-reaching and 
possibly successful effort to affect the outcome of the 
2016 presidential election – something that Trump still 
denies – and it is already trying to affect the 2020 
election. “They are doing it while we sit here,” 
Mueller said.

And, contrary to the claims made by Trump and his 
lackey, US Attorney General William Barr, Mueller 
repeated that his report didn’t exonerate the 
president. More startling was Mueller’s insistence that 
various people around Trump, and Trump himself, had 
used the election campaign (and presumably the 
presidency) to enrich themselves, and that such 
arrangements made Trump and others, like his son-in-
law, Jared Kushner, vulnerable to blackmail by foreign 
patrons. Mueller also asserted, unprompted, that to 
accept election help from foreign countries, as Trump 
did in 2016, is a crime. 

Mueller reminded all Americans with an open mind 
that the guardrails around our democratic election 
process are crashing down. In an interview with 
George Stephanopoulos, Trump asserted that he 
would accept foreign help again. After an uproar, he 
took that back, although only partly.

In fact, the day before Mueller testified, the current 
FBI director, Christopher Wray, told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, “The Russians are absolutely 
intent on trying to interfere with our elections.” And 
the day after Mueller testified, the Senate 
Intelligence Committee issued a report stating that 
Russia would be involved in the next presidential 
election, and that countries like Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
and China have the capacity to interfere in US 
elections as well.

Despite these warnings, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell blocked Senate consideration of two bills 
aimed at strengthening US election security, arguing 
that the Democrats were trying to give themselves “a 
political benefit.” Presumably McConnell was 
reflecting Trump’s position on safeguarding the US 
election process against foreign intervention. At least 
McConnell removed any question that Trump and 
leading Republicans view Russian interference in US 
elections as being to their advantage. All of them are 
now complicit in exposing US elections, the heartbeat 
of democracy, to ill-intentioned outside interference.

America may no longer be open to desperate refugees, but, as former 
US special counsel Robert Mueller's recent congressional testimony 
showed, it is wide open to anyone who wants to hijack its democracy. 
The country's own president has removed the guardrails.

THE LIBERIA NATIONAL Office of the West African 
Examinations Council has released provisional results of 
the 2019 West African Senior School Certificate 
Examination or WASSCE for school candidates with this 
year's performance of candidates rated high above the 
previous year.

THIS IS WELCOME news, which indicates that Liberian 
students can ably write the regional examinations just as 
their colleagues in member countries, only if the 
requisite topics are taught by school authorities.

THE LIBERIA NATIONAL Office transitioned from the 
Liberia Senior High School Certificate Examination 
(LSHSCE) to WASSCE a year ago, making us the last 
country to get on par with the rest of the five Anglophone 
countries that make up the West African Examination 
Council or WAEC.

ACCORDING TO THE Head of the Liberia National Office 
Dale Gboto, “the 2019 candidates performed better than 
their counterparts in 2018 in all nine subjects taken for 
WASSCE for the period 2018-2019.”

THE RESULTS SHOULD instill confidence in both students 
and teachers across the country to remain restless until 
total excellence is achieved in our educational system.

WE EXTEND A very big thanks to the Minister of Education 
AnsuSonii, for vigorously initiating compulsory tutorial 
classes for all 12th graders across the country prior to the 
examination, which no doubt, helped in improvement of 
students' performance.

NOTWITHSTANDING, WE CALL on school authorities to 
establish standard science laboratories in their various 
institutions to adequately prepare students (12th 
graders) for the annual examination. This would also 
require employing qualified teachers and paying them 
well.

AS A NATION, it is not just enough to denigrate our 
students and make them feel inferior to basic academic 
works, especially the sciences. We must provide them 
learning materials and ensure they absolve their lessons 
by offering them tutorials.

THUMP UP TO Head of Office Dale Gboto and his entire 
staff at WAEC for the progress thus far. Mr. Gboto braved 
the storms and advocated for Liberia to get on par with 
member countries by introducing the WASSCE, at a time 
many educational authorities in the country thought the 
was not right.

WE BELIEVE SINCERELY if our students could do better in 
this year's examination than last year's, they can attain 
best and excellent in coming years to make the nation 
proud.

Our students 
can do better
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Sitting-Duck America

By Elizabeth Drew
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OHANNESBURG – Mediating a deadlocked political dispute is difficult work in the 
best of times. Mediating the conflict in Sudan between military rulers and Jopposition demonstrators – following the dramatic ouster of an autocratic leader, 

and against a background of widespread (violently suppressed) protests – was 
supposed to be nearly impossible. Yet the African Union has managed to do it.

After weeks of tense negotiations, AU negotiators, led by Special Envoy Mohamed el 
Hacen Lebatt of Mauritania and Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, managed to 
secure a power-sharing agreement between Sudan’s ruling military council and 
civilian opposition leaders. It is a major step toward ending the political crisis that has 
gripped Sudan for more than six months.

The crisis began last December, when street protests erupted in response to cuts in 
bread and fuel subsidies. The economy was near collapse, following years of US 
sanctions (mostly lifted in 2017) and the loss of oil revenues following South Sudan’s 
independence in 2011, and the protests quickly grew into large-scale demonstrations 
against President Omar Hassan al-Bashir’s brutal three-decade-long dictatorship.

In April, the military stepped in to unseat and arrest al-Bashir, who stands accused of, 
among other things, overseeing the genocide in Darfur in the 2000s. But protesters 
were not seeking another military regime – let alone one led by the former defense 
minister, Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, al-Bashir’s former ally and enforcer – so they 
continued to camp outside the military headquarters in Khartoum.

Under pressure, Hamdan announced, within a day of al-Bashir’s ouster, that he was 
stepping down as the head of the transitional government – but only to be replaced by 
another military leader. Protests continued to escalate – and so did the military’s 
violent repression. On June 3, security forces brutally attacked the sit-in in Khartoum, 
leaving over 100 dead and hundreds more injured.

Talks collapsed. The prospects for a deal between the Transitional Military Council and 
the opposition coalition, operating under the banner of the Forces of Freedom and 
Change, appeared bleak. And they probably would have been, were it not for the 
strong, appropriate action taken by the AU. 

The AU condemned the military crackdown on protesters and suspended Sudan’s 
membership until “the effective establishment of a civilian-led transitional 
authority.” But it also continued working to facilitate progress – crucially, by engaging 
with local stakeholders. As the AU’s Peace and Security Council pointed out, 
“Sudanese stakeholders are the sole authors of their destiny at this critical juncture in 
the history of their country.”

The approach worked. Within a month, the two sides were back to the negotiating 
table, and in just three days struck a deal to break the deadlock, agreeing to form an 
11-member joint military-civilian authority to run Sudan during an interim period of 
39 months. A military general will lead the council for the first 21 months, and a 
civilian leader for the remaining 18 months, followed by an election.

The agreement offers hope to a people who have suffered under repressive leadership 
for decades. But it is not only Sudanese who stand to benefit. The AU’s approach to 
mediating the dispute in Sudan could become a model for resolving similar challenges 
in other African countries, including Algeria, Libya, and South Sudan.

The AU’s interventions in previous political crises were often criticized for being too 
little too late. And the group has drawn ire for failing to act against repressive or 
abusive regimes, even as it proscribes the unconstitutional overthrow of those 
regimes. In 2017, for example, the AU condemned the Zimbabwean military’s ouster 
of that country’s long-standing dictator, Robert Mugabe, before adjusting its stance.

In Sudan, the AU avoided its past mistakes. Now, it must continue to play a 
constructive role in the country, maintaining engagement with all stakeholders to 
ensure a smooth transition. Moreover, it should apply the lessons from Sudan more 
broadly, as it carves out a role for itself as an effective champion of peace in Africa. 
That role should include acting as a kind of early-warning mechanism – identifying, 
highlighting, and challenging factors that could fuel political crises.

One such factor, common in Africa, is presidents’ refusal to leave office, relying 
instead on changes to electoral law or even the constitution to extend their terms. 
Egypt’s Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, and Uganda’s Yoweri Museveni 
(who subsequently also made sure the upper age limit was scrapped) have all 
employed this strategy.

Such power grabs pose a serious threat to good governance, peace, stability, and 
security. In 2015, enabled by a new constitution, Burundi’s president, Pierre 
Nkurunziza, won a third term amid violent protests. The same year, similar protests 
erupted in the Democratic Republic of Congo, following the introduction of a law that 
would allow President Joseph Kabila to prolong his tenure. The AU should show 
leadership in this area, pursuing interventions that buttress constitutional democracy, 
in line with its Agenda 2063.

The AU has resisted military coups in the past. On the heels of its success in Sudan, it 
must stand against “constitutional coups” carried out by presidents, as it establishes 
itself more firmly as a force for peace and democratic governance in Africa.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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HICAGO – Central-bank independence is back in the news. In the United States, 
President Donald Trump has been berating the Federal Reserve for keeping interest Crates too high, and has reportedly explored the possibility of forcing out Fed Chair 

Jerome Powell. In Turkey, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has fired the central-bank 
governor. The new governor is now pursuing sharp rate cuts. And these are hardly the only 
examples of populist governments setting their sights on central banks in recent months.

In theory, central-bank independence means that monetary policymakers have the freedom 
to make unpopular but necessary decisions, particularly when it comes to combating 
inflation and financial excesses, because they do not have to stand for election. When faced 
with such decisions, elected officials will always be tempted to adopt a softer response, 
regardless of the longer-term costs. To avoid this, they have handed over the task of 
intervening directly in monetary and financial matters to central bankers, who have the 
discretion to meet goals set by the political establishment however they choose.

This arrangement gives investors more confidence in a country’s monetary and financial 
stability, and they will reward it (and its political establishment) by accepting lower 
interest rates for its debt. In theory, the country thus will live happily ever after, with low 
inflation and financial-sector stability.

Having proved effective in many countries starting in the 1980s, central-bank 
independence became a mantra for policymakers in the 1990s. Central bankers were held in 
high esteem, and their utterances, though often elliptical or even incomprehensible, were 
treated with deep reverence. Fearing a recurrence of the high inflation of the early 1980s, 
politicians gave monetary policymakers wide leeway, and scarcely ever talked about their 
actions publicly.

But now, three developments seem to have shattered this entente in developed countries. 
The first development was the 2008 global financial crisis, which suggested that central 
banks had been asleep at the wheel. Although central bankers managed to create an even 
more powerful aura around themselves by marshaling a forceful response to the crisis, 
politicians have since come to resent sharing the stage with these unelected saviors.

Second, since the crisis, central banks have repeatedly fallen short of their inflation 
targets. While this may suggest that they could have done more to boost growth, in reality 
they don’t have the means to pursue much additional monetary easing, even using 
unconventional tools. Any hint of further easing seems to encourage financial risk-taking 
more than real investment. Central bankers have thus become hostages of the aura they 
helped to conjure. When the public believes that monetary policymakers have 
superpowers, politicians will ask why those powers aren’t being used to fulfill their 
mandates.

Third, in recent years many central banks changed their communication approach, shifting 
from Delphic utterances to a policy of full transparency. But since the crisis, many of their 
public forecasts of growth and inflation have missed the mark. That these might have been 
the best estimates at the time convinces no one. That they were wrong is all that matters. 
This has left them triply damned in the eyes of politicians: they failed to prevent the 
financial crisis and paid no price; they are failing now to meet their mandate; and they 
seem to know no more than the rest of us about the economy.

It is no surprise that populist leaders would be among the most incensed at central banks. 
Populists believe they have a mandate from “the people” to wrest control of institutions 
from the “elites,” and there is nothing more elite than pointy-headed PhD economists 
speaking in jargon and meeting periodically behind closed doors in places like Basel, 
Switzerland. For a populist leader who fears that a recession might derail his agenda and 
tarnish his own image of infallibility, the central bank is the perfect scapegoat.

Markets seem curiously benign in the face of these attacks. In the past, they would have 
reacted by pushing up interest rates. But investors seem to have concluded that the 
deflationary consequences of the policy uncertainty created by the unorthodox and 
unpredictable actions of populist administrations far outweigh any damage done to central 
bank independence. So they want central banks to respond as the populist leader desires, 
not to support their “awesome” policies, but to offset their adverse consequences.

A central bank’s mandate requires it to ease monetary policy when growth is flagging, even 
when the government’s own policies are the problem. Though the central bank is still 
autonomous, it effectively becomes a dependent follower. In such cases, it may even 
encourage the government to undertake riskier policies on the assumption that the central 
bank will bail out the economy as needed. Worse, populist leaders may mistakenly believe 
the central bank can do more to rescue the economy from their policy mistakes than it 
actually can deliver. Such misunderstandings could be deeply problematic for the economy.

Furthermore, central bankers are not immune to public attack. They know that an adverse 
image hurts central bank credibility as well as its ability to recruit and act in the future. 
Knowing that they are being set up to take the fall in case the economy falters, it would be 
only human for central bankers to buy extra insurance against that eventuality. In the past, 
the cost would have been higher inflation over the medium term; today, it is more likely 
that the cost will be more future financial instability. This possibility, of course, will tend to 
depress market interest rates further rather than elevating them.

What can central bankers do? Above all, they need to explain their role to the public and 
why it is about more than simply moving interest rates up or down on a whim. Powell has 
been transparent in his press conferences and speeches, as well as honest about central 
bankers’ own uncertainties regarding the economy. Shattering the mystique surrounding 
central banking could open it to attack in the short run, but will pay off in the long run. The 
sooner the public understands that central bankers are ordinary people doing a difficult job 
with limited tools under trying circumstances, the less it will expect monetary policy 
magically to correct elected politicians’ errors. Under current conditions, that may be the 
best form of independence central bankers can hope for.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Success in Sudan

By Paul Mulindwa

Central Banks Are the Fall Guys

By Raghuram G. Rajan
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football parlance: “One does not break up a winning 
team.” She pushed further that if elected for a second 
term, she and Boakai will lay the groundwork for the next 
UP generation and retire. Thus, the famous “generational 
change” slogan among UP younger politicians. 

However, things started to disintegrate in 2014, when 
Mr. Robert Sirleaf, son of the President decided to run for 
a senate seat in Montserrado County where he ended up 
losing to Mr. George Weah. Although President Sirleaf had 
little to say in Mr. Sirleaf’s decision – he sued her and the 
government over electoral issues -  UP blamed her and 
accused her of being “enemy of the party,” along with her 
son. 

 The other shoe dropped with the indictment of 
Senator Varney Sherman, former Chairman of UP, in the 
Sable Mining corruption saga. This led to a further 
deterioration of the relationship between the two 
leaders of the UP. Mr. Sherman had grown close to the 
Vice President – both working in Capitol Hill - and until the 
indictment, there was an assumption that VP. Boakai 
would pick Mr. Sherman or someone from the former LAP 
faction as running mate. Cllr Sherman also had his 
ambitions, expecting President Sirleaf to retire with Mr. 
Boakai and hand to him a well-rounded state machine. 
Several others wanted to run but ended up joining Mr. 
Boakai or moving to different parties.

VP Boakai cut short a foreign trip to “assess the 
situation.” The Chairman of the Party, Mr. Wilmot Paye, 
led a group of partisans to protect Cllr. Sherman by 
physically barricading his house. These two reactions 
began the schism between the President and the Vice 
President. It also divided the party between Ellen 

supporters and Cllr. Sherman supporters – which included 
the VP and the Chairman. A friend of Senator Sherman 
even said that the indictment had all been concocted by 
the President, “with the help of George Soros who funds 
Global Witness. I told Varney, that the Old’Ma will never 
forgive him for organizing that LAP convention in 1997 
while she was on her way to Monrovia… You see…”  Or 
could it be from that speech Cllr. Sherman gave as orator 
and he attacked the administration record on corruption 
and the senatorial campaign in Cape Mount in 2014 when 
President Sirleaf is said to have not shown support for 
Cllr. Sherman, the UP candidate?  

The conspiracy theory was amplified when President 
Sirleaf appointed Mr. FonatiKoffa, the former Chairman 
and an official of Liberty Party (LP, opposition) as special 
prosecutor to investigate the case. There had been 
attempts to have Mr. Charles Brumskine (LP) to merge 
with UP and face Mr. George Weah’s CDC but Mr. Boakai, 
as he would,  rejected him and other names suggested by 
President Sirleaf. I once asked the President if anyone 
imposed Joe Boakai on her. She said “no” and I then asked 
her why she wants to impose a vice president on him. 

Everything fell apart when Dr. Toga McIntosh ended his 
tenure as Vice-President of ECOWAS and returned home. 
He declared his intentions to run for President on the UP 
ticket, against Boakai in a primary. Boakai’s camp 
accused President Sirleaf of bringing Dr. McIntosh to 
deprive Mr. Boakai of his chance of becoming president. 
Meanwhile, Dr. McIntosh was angry at Madam Sirleaf for 

not pushing his candidacy for the presidency of 
ECOWAS and was planning an anti-Sirleaf campaign. He 
ended up joining the CDC.

The Vice President had stopped showing up at Cabinet 
and other functions with the President. In one of his first 
and most notable campaign speeches, he compared 
himself to “a race car that had been parked” in a garage 
and was asking Liberian voters to give him a chance to 
prove himself. This was his campaign tagline that came to 
haunt him. 

Either by choice or constraint, Mr. Boakai’s team was 
headed with people who had personal issues with 
President Sirleaf. One of his most important and vocal 
surrogate group was run by people who had tried to expel 
Madam Sirleaf from the Unity Party in the early 2000s and 
never accepted her leadership. By an uncanny 
coincidence, everyone in the leadership of the campaign 
had had a fall-out with President Sirleaf, one way or the 
other, either leaving the administration unceremoniously 
or being fired. How did that impact the campaign?

There are countless situations that showed the 
widening gap between the President and the VP. Here is  a 
good example.

The Ministry of Public Works was planning a 
groundbreaking ceremony in Bong County for a road to 
Lofa, Boakai’s hometown. Boakai’s campaign theme had 
been “roads, roads, roads.” President Sirleaf was to be 
there. I asked her if she had invited the Vice President 
and she responded that invitations were issued by the 
Ministry to all cabinet members. Later I called VP 
Boakai’s campaign and asked if they were aware of the 
program and I was told they were meeting to discuss it. 

Later that night, I learned that their 
candidate had a different schedule. A 
person close to the campaign said there 
was nothing for “Uncle Joe to gain by 
standing next to Ellen, she is too 
unpopular; we don’t need her.”

On the day of that event, Ambassador 
Jeremiah Sulunteh was joining the CDC 
campaign after ANC failed to advance to 
the second round where he was second to 
Alex Cummings.  Senators George Weah 
and  Jewel  Howard Taylor were both in 
Gbarnga for that program and decided to 
attend the groundbreaking ceremony. 
And in the glare of cameras, President 
Sirleaf tried to pass the shovel to Senator 
Taylor who declined and deferred to 
Senator George Weah her senior on the 
campaign ticket. The picture was 
probably the most defining and symbolic 
moment of the campaign. The same 
people who said that there was nothing 
to gain for Mr. Boakai to be next to the 

President turned around and started to call her “traitor.”
A day later, the New Democrat carried a headline 

quoting former ALP candidate Benoni Urey yelling ”Ellen 
wicked.” I called and met with UP-Chairman Wilmot Paye 
at a restaurant and showed him the caption. I told him 
that whenever they published such stories, they lose die-
hard supporters of Ellen who may have been leaning 
towards supporting Boakai. I told him that the person to 
beat was George Weah and not Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. No 
matter how unpopular, a sitting president would always 
have 20-30 percent of supporters. He laughed when I said 
that 20-30 percent could be the margin by which they 
might lose. He said, “we shall see.”

As the gap between Mr. Boakai and Ms. Sirleaf became 
wider, anyone close to Mrs. Sirleaf was an “enemy” or a 
“spy.” Without falling into gossips, the UP campaign 
turned down the support of the Superintendent of 
Montserrado County, the largest vote market in the 
country, simply because she was a friend of Mrs. Sirleaf. 
On the first meeting of the transition team headed by 
President Sirleaf and President-Elect Weah, she sat with 
the CDC team.

While President Sirleaf and her Vice President stood 
“their grounds,” others made sure a wall rose between 
them and in the end, they could no longer see each other.  

CDC became a natural alley to the President and to 
some of her followers. From there, the rest was history. 
President Sirleaf did not have to help CDC, UP was doing 
all the work. Self-preservation took over the legacy. 

y friend-in-politics from “way back” shook 
my hands ten different ways before hugging Mme and saying, “You and your Boss gave us 

George Weah, now we are stranded again! You guys 
thought this man can run a country… Why?” We 
laughed. It was a joke because we had both worked for 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, but once he joined the 
VP. Joseph N. Boakai Campaign, we lost contact and 
whenever I was able to reach him by phone, he would 
always state: “I am in a meeting, will call back.” It got 
to a point that one day, he told me he was in Nimba 
while I could clearly see him in the car in front of me, 
on the By-Pass. But in May 2019, long after the dust has 
settled on presidential campaign, we sat under a 
Palava hut and shared a meal. Our break in 
communication inside the administration was 
symptomatic of what led to the loss of the 2017 
elections.

I was asked the same question repeatedly, by 
everyone from everywhere. From Paynesville to 
Abidjan to New York and Washington, DC as well as in 
Nimba, the same question was posed to me. How could 
a ruling party, with good human right records, good 
partnerships around the world, and an iconic female 
leader lose an election? Almost two years have gone by. 
How did we get here?

My friend argued that “If Ellen had supported Uncle 
Joe (Vice President Joseph Boakai) Weah would have 
never won.” There was a well-established belief in 
many quarters among Liberians and non-Liberians that 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf could have stopped 
George Weah from winning the 
elections. But it wasn’t that simple.

I first talked to VP Joe Boakai about 
his candidacy early 2014. He wanted 
to run but wasn’t sure how to bring it 
up with the President. He spoke about 
pressure from some party members as 
well as people from Lofa who wanted 
him to run to carry the torch left 
burning by the late VP Harry Moniba. 
President Sirleaf had promised in 2011 
that she and VP. Boakai would leave UP 
in the hands of the next generation in 
2017. His desire to run was breaking 
that promise.  While still pondering on 
how to break the news to the 
President, he went to Lofa, and was 
petitioned to run and he accepted. 
Informing the President even harder. 
In the end, it was Hon. Morris Dukuly 
who served as messenger between the 
two: to tell President Sirleaf that VP 
Boakai wants to run and to VP Boakai 
Joe that President Sirleaf had no problem with it and 
would support him.

President Sirleaf often said that although her name 
would not be on the ballot, her legacy would be the 
central theme of the campaign, with one group coming 
in to dismantle it and another group who would want to 
build on it. She was aware that Mr. Boakai was the only 
one who could safeguard her legacy and not blame her 
for the failings of the government. 

I had my first conversation with President Sirleaf 
about her succession in March 2013. We were in Abuja 
for the launching of the Common African Position on 
the Post-2015, which she chaired. I asked her during a 
break if she was giving any thought to 2017. She 
enumerated many potential “good” candidates. She 
put them in order of preference and wasn’t sure if the 
VP would run. After talking about each of them, she 
said, “but if Joe [VP Boakai] decides to run, that will 
change everything. We will have to make sure he 
wins.” 

President Sirleaf asked VP Boakai at some point if he 
wanted to run on the record of the UP administration or 
take a distance. VP Boakai said he would run on the 
legacy of the UP administration.  When the Liberia 
Action Party (LAP) – led by Cllr. Varney Sherman - joined 
UP in 2010, the agreement was that (UP) Ellen would 
pick a vice presidential candidate from LAP for the 
subsequent elections (2011). However, after the deal 
was signed, at the Convention, Mrs. Sirleaf decided to 
stick with Mr. Boakai. Her argument was summed in a 
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give up in pursuing TVET 
education, saying “don’t 
underestimate vocational 
trainings.”

She adds that people have 
to be trained in TVET in every 
county here.

According to Mr. William 
Zayzay, one of the instructors 
for the graduating Training of 
Trainers (TOTs), the graduates 
were taught based on nine 
modules that were planned in 
e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  r o a d  

young Liberians; to put God 
first, nation second and Family 
third,” She noted. In order to 
do so, the Liberian Vice 
President asserted, one must 
let go of oneself and allow the 
spirit of the Almighty God to 
take complete control and 
order their steps. 

“For this is the only way to 
ensure that the mistakes of the 
past are not repeated and to 
guarantee that we will have the 
capacity to build a better 
nation together. For each one 
of you in this next generation 
has a part to play; and play it 
you must. Today, and every day 
of your lives, you will have to 
decide between doing business 
the same old way or changing 
the status quo. You will have to 
decide whether your nation’s 
lifeblood is worth more than 
yours; whether in fact you are 
willing in your life’s journey to 

construction and maintenance 
as well as work readiness.

He says the graduates 
completed four months of TOTs 
which was competency – 
based. 

BWI Principal Atty. Harris 

FombaTarnue says the project 
is very successful because it is 
done on time, noting that it has 
ended at a time training is 
about to start for young people 
from across Liberia in road 
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  

leave your world a better place 
for succeeding generations or 
to further damage the worn out 
fabric of our nation” She 
remarked in her brilliant 
keynote address. 

VP Howard-Taylor inspired 
the graduates to remain   
determined through their hard 
work and commitment to unity, 
excellence, growth, love and 
development; through hoping 
that one day their dreams will 
become a reality.  

“For only you can make your 
dream a reality. It is my hope 
that each of you will today dare 
to be different, by speaking 
words and acting in ways that 
inspire change in those around 
you; keeping in mind, which 
thoughts become words, words 
become actions and actions 
dictate outcomes,” she told 
the students.

iberians have been 
cautioned here to Lacquire technical, 

vocational and educational 
training (TVET) skills after 
high school before going for 
higher education because the 
world is challenging today 
and jobs are not secure.

GIZ sounded the caution 
Wednesday, 31 July during 
the closing program of a four 
– month training program of 
eight trainers that were 
taught based on nine modules 
planned in road construction 
and maintenance at the 
Booker Washington Institute 
(BWI) in Kakata, Margibi 
County.

Dur ing  the program 
Wednesday, GIZ’s Wanda 
M o e n n i g  e x p r e s s e d  
observation that everybody 
wants to send their children 
to acquire higher education.

But she warns that before 
you can do that after high 
school education, you must 
acquire some skills because 
the world is so challenging 
and people can get jobs today 
and lost them tomorrow.

Madam Moennig cautions 
young people here to never 

construction.
In a keynote speech, 

Assistant Education Minister for 
TVET Mr. SakuDukuly expresses 
thanks to GIZ for the support to 
the government, especially in 
the transport sector with 
specific emphasis on road 
maintenance and construction.

He notes that road is a vital 
importance in order to make a 
nation grow and develop.

“Road infrastructure is the 
most important of all public 
assets in my opinion,” he says.

Assistant Minister Dukuly 
expresses happiness that GIZ is 
planning in cooperation with 
government and stakeholders 
from the private sector to 
implement a 12 – month 
training program for road 
maintenance and construction 
for youth beginning September 

this year.
He names the Association of 

L i b e r i a n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Contractors (ALCC), Education 
Ministry, Public Works and the 
S w e d i s h  E m b a s s y  a s  
institutions that GIZ is 
collaborating with for the 
program.

However,  Mr.  Duku l y  
reminds the graduates that 
they are considered the 
trailblazers of the program to 
usher in a new wave of skill 
workers in the transport sector.

According to Minister 
Dukuly, government looks 
forward to the graduates to 
lead the process of preparing 
young Liberians for the task 
ahead as government targets 
cons t ruct ions  o f  major  
highways which will create 
huge employment of people 
with the relevant skills.

Responding on behalf of the 
graduates, Mr. Moses Kolleh 
expresses sincere gratitude to 
the partners and government 
for the support, assuring them 
that they should expect 
nothing from the graduates but 
productivity.

He notes that what the 
supporters have done is not 
only to train eight persons, but 
their support will have trigger 
d o w n  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  
beneficiaries’ families far and 
near.

The graduates gowned three 
key persons, including GIZ’s 
Wanda Moennig and their 
instructor William Zayzay.

change Agents with a Patriotic 
zeal to be a part of building a 
truly better Nation”, VP 
Howard-Taylor opined.

S h e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
g r a d u a t e s  t o  r e m a i n  
determined to change the 
course of the nation’s history 
by being different, better and 
pledging to work for a greater 
cause beyond themselves.

VP Howard-Taylor also 
reminded the graduate that 
they are duty bound to work 
for a greater and more 
equitable nation which ensures 
equality and justice for all. 

 “For indeed, all it takes is 
for each of us to practice 
fairness and equality in our 
daily interactions and learn to 

be our Brothers’ keeper,” she 
said.

She stressed that no nation 
should ever have to continue to 
choose between the lesser of 
two evils; but to choose 
instead those who are the 
nation’s best and brightest. 

“This is your challenge, to 
determine and work so that 
each of you will be our nation’s 
best and brightest. For only 
those who make up this rare 
breed will transform our nation 
to what we truly want Liberia 
to be”, VP Howard-Taylor 
tasked the graduates of Carver 
Mission Academy.

“I am of the opinion that 
these words form the basis for 
a call to this new generation of 

ice President Jewel 
Howard-Taylor, says VL i b e r i a  i s  i n  

desperate need of a rare 
breed of national leaders who 
love their nation enough to 
give their all for it.

Speaking during the 32nd 
Thanksgiving Service of the 
Carver Mission Academy in 
Paynesville, on Tuesday July 
30, VP Taylor said the country 
is in need of those who have 
been tried and tested, and 
have been found to believe in 
the supreme interest of the 
greater good.

“They are not schemers 
who only want a job to enrich 
themselves at the expense of 
others; but are genuine 
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Liberians urged to acquire technical skills
-As 8 road construction and maintenance trainers graduate

By Winston W. Parley

 VP Taylor on Liberia’s leadership void
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he National Civil Society 
Network of Liberia (NCSNL) is Talarmed by the final ruling of 

July 30, 2019 pronounced by Judge Peter 
W. Gbeneweleh of which ensued out of a 
Global Witness Expose titled “The 
Deceiver” and published in 2016 alleging 
that the mining company of British 
origin, through its legal representation 
in Sherman & Sherman law firm, pursued 
the altering of the PPCC laws of 2005, of 
Liberia in order to obtain undue and 
exclusive rights to mine the Wologisi 
Mount in Lofa County. 

The National Civil Society Network of 
Liberia (NCSNL) says it views with dismay 
the ruling by Criminal Court C in the 
Sable Mining bribery case which acquits 
all defendants, including former Speaker 
Alex J. Tyler and Senator Varney G. 
Sherman of Grand Cape County in the 
f ace  o f  cogen t  mate r i a l  and  
circumstantial evidences, substantial 
and capable enough to convict them.

In a press release, the NCSNL says the 
actions of the defendants, as brought 
forth by the international whistleblower 
Global Witness and portrayed by the 
argument of substance of the 
prosecution over the periods of trial 
represent clear bribery of public officials 
through influence peddling.

“The admittance, by the Supreme 
Court over turned ruling of the trial court 
rejection of key documentary materials 
as prayed for by the prosecution, as 
evidence of weight appertaining the 
Emails and spreadsheet received from 
influential sources attached to the Sable 
Mining Company, and the presentation by 
the prosecution of credible witnesses to 
include Marc N. Kollie then prosecutor of 
the Liberia Anti-Corruption (LACC) 
amongst other things signaled light in the 
tunnel and a welcoming prospect for the 
rule of law and the war on corruption, 
but the ruling brought down by Judge 
Peter Gbeneweleh, which was greeted 
by a mammoth applaud from persons 
sympathizing with some of the 
defendants on trial further darkened the 
cloud for persons favoring end to corrupt 
practices by application of the rule of 
law”, the release reads.

According to the NCSNL, Tuesday’s 
(July 30th) ruling represents a “Sad Day” 
not only for the rule of law, but further 
strengthens and validates rampant 
public perception that the nation’s 
courts are venues where justice is for the 
wealthy few. 

“We strongly believe that whereas we 
currently struggle with an economy that 
is fast falling into the  irrecoverable 
abyss to the displeasure and detriment 
of the masses of Liberia, the effective 
and efficient hearing and disposition of 
cases of great importance to the court’s 
integrity as the bulwark of justice is one 
important means by which we can 
attract or maintain international 
business partners and save our economy, 
but are taken aback by the blatant 
disregard of the judicial system of this 
pivotal fact.”

The group notes that during the trial, 
emails and other documents of indicting 
nature whose sources bore the DNA of 
person of intimacy to the accused were 
brought on display by the prosecution 
but failed to pass as important materials 
to sustain the indictment against the 
accused and culminate into their 
conviction, saying, “It beats our 

imagination that even though in an 
instance in open court when an email 
containing conversation between 
erstwhile speaker Alex J. Tyler and 
authorized sources of the company, it 
was detailed that then speaker Tyler 
requested for US$250,000 for the 
collective members of the legislature 
when co- Defendant Cllr. Varney G. 
Sherman objected on ground that Hon. 
Tyler sway was limited to only the House 
as such would only receive US$75,000, 
yet the judge  treated this instrument of 
substance with neglect in giving a 
verdict which slurs the integrity and 
conscience of the court to our disdain.”

NCSNL continues that as an institution 
fronting for respect for the rule of law, it 
feels that the conclusion of this 
important case is a farce, burdening the 
conscience of justice. 

“Let it be made clear that as a matter 
of crucial importance to us based on this 
case’s significance  to the avowed fight 
against corruption in public office, we 
have religiously lent our attention to this 
trial as of its inception in 2016 but have 
become thrown into disbelief by the 
final outcome  which contravenes our 
confidence that by this ruling the 
defendants will be made to endure the 
consequences of their conspiratorial 
deeds to circumvent the due diligence of 
the law, defraud the Liberian people of 
just benefits by taking an advantage in 
such lucrative space as the  mining of 
the Wologisi Mountain with unjustified 
ease.”

It describes said actions a grave 
criminal scheme that meets every 
requirement for criminal conviction, 
hence the contrary “our serious mental 
disgust.”

The Civil Society Network says it 
holds strongly the opinion that the 
failure  of the various banking 
institutions subpoenaed to submit 
elaborate records of f inancial  
transactions appertaining the accused  
heavily played in Tuesday’s  ruling to the 
unmerited benefit of the accused. 

The court ruled here Tuesday, 
acquitting several Liberian officials and 
a Nigerian national indicted in 2016 on 
account of a Global Witness’ claim of 
receiving bribes offered by British firm 
Sable Mining for a concession contract.

Supporters of former House Speaker 
Alex Tyler, Grand Cape Mount County 
Sen. Cllr. H. Varney G. Sherman, Bomi 
Sen. Morris Saytumah, former Mines 
Minister Eugene Shannon, E.C.B. Jones, 
Dr. Richard Tolbert, Willie Belleh and 
Nigerian national Christopher Onanuga 
flooded Criminal Court “C,” interrupting 
the ruling with cheers on Tuesday, 30 
July.

Key contentions in prosecution’s 
argument include claims that Sable 
Mining gave bribes totaling US$950,000 
to Liberian officials including lawmakers 
to insert Section 75 in the Public 
Pr o c u r e m e n t  a n d  C o n c e s s i o n  
Commission (PPCC) Draft Act to give the 
company undue advantage over mineral 
deposits at the Wologisi Mountain in 
Lofa. -Press Release
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President Sirleaf did not have to help CDC, UP was doing all the work. Self-
preservation took over the legacy. 

Former President Pro-Temp Findley  - current Minister of Foreign Affairs had 
worked for years in Bassa County to regain his footing in preparation for 2017. He 
walked away from UP and joined CDC. He was rumored to be on a short list for 
running mates to VP Boakai.  By the time it was all over, UP had expelled Mrs. 
Sirleaf and her close “allies.”    

The misunderstanding between the two leaders of UP reached such high pitch 
that on the day of President Sirleaf’s birthday, UP under Boakai held a special 
meeting and issued a communiqué accusing her of betrayal and deciding to expel 
her from the party. It took several interventions to stop President Sirleaf from 
holding her own press conference.  

VP Boakai was facing serious challenges. The youthfulness of the electorate, 
with more than 60 percent of voters under age 35, most of whom had veneration 
for the CDC leader, was a factor not to dismiss.  UP had been in power for 12 
years, this led to a general fatigue and a desire for change. The Vice President had 
been in the limelight for 12 years and therefore vulnerable to attacks. How could 
he reinvent himself? How could he walk on the thin blue line between legacy and 
change? The VP was also the target of the other opposition parties who all thought 
they could defeat Mr. Weah. The UP’s defeat  can now be counted among loses by 
ruling parties in the region in this decade, from Senegal to Nigeria, through 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Benin, Cote d’Ivoire and The Gambia. However, it did not 
have to happen in Liberia.

When the results of the first round were announced, Liberty Party (LP) of Cllr. 
Charles Brumskine decided to contest the results and took National Election 
Commission (NEC) to the Supreme Court. Rather than prepare for the second 
round, the Boakai campaign spent its energy and time to support a lawsuit that 
was doomed from the onset. LP was seeking to annul the results and start all over. 
As the elections were mostly donors funded, there was little enthusiasm to do a 
rerun. By the time the Supreme Court rejected the case, CDC had locked down 
the country while UP was in court. The VP had only a few days to get back on the 
campaign trail. 

One night, a group of senior cabinet ministers, including the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Marjon Kamara, Minister of State Sylvester Grisby, Defense 
Minister Brownie Samukai and the Minister of Justice Frederick Cherue 
crisscrossed Monrovia, trying to patch up things between the President and the 
Vice-President. The two agreed to meet. But the phone never rang and UP 
continued its path of self-destruction. It was too late.

The question of who is responsible for the debacle of UP at the polls in 2017 
will have many answers but one thing is certain, the campaign failed. In the end, 
all the CDC had to do was to wait patiently to harvest the fruit that UP could not 
nurture. How the party would regroup and regain its standing will still depend on 
the capacity of the two leaders to make peace for the sake of the party. They owe 
that much to the partisans and people who were caught in the crossfire. Will they 
allow UP to fizzle away as all former Liberian ruling parties? Or would they 
regroup, bury the hatchet and pass the baton? 

The much touted “generational change” is inevitable, as time and nature 
command. Will UP stay in “protective” collaboration of opposition parties or will 
it get its troops back in line and stand on its own? Will the current collaboration 
lead the way to the formation of one opposition party before the 2020 and 2023 
suffrages, such as a repeat of the Grand Coalition of 1985? Would the young 
people who worked so hard be able to reach out to each other and “wake up” UP? 
Time does not wait, and History has no reset button. 

The biggest irony in all this, President Sirleaf and VP Boakai never uttered one 
public negative statement about each other. It was all done by surrogates through 
the media, everything built up through rumors. 

“In school, you take a lesson and then you are tested, in life you are tested and 
then you learn a lesson,” Uncle Joe told me the last time we met, in June 2019. 
Can the elders make peace and pass the torch, and can the youth look back at 
their tracks and regroup? As Dr. Amos Sawyer    said, “what did we do with what 
we had? Could we have done better? And can we do better?”  

How We (UP) lost 
Cont’d from page 5

Civil Society Network 
decries court ruling
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MannehWeah, à une époque 
où les avocats des accusés 
sont devenus des procureurs 
essentiels du ministère de la 
Justice.

À la suite du tollé général, 
c e r t a i n s  d e s  a v o c a t s  
concernés ont évité l’affaire.

 Le  j uge  Pe te r  W.  
Gbenwelweh a déclaré dans 
un jugement final prononcé 
devant la Cour pénale « C » le 
mardi 30 juillet à Monrovia 
que les accusés n'étaient pas 
coupab le s  de s  c r imes  
reprochés.

« Ils sont libérés de toute 
réponse ultérieure aux 
m u l t i p l e s  i n f r a c t i o n s  
reprochées dans l 'acte 
d'accusation sans délai, et 
leurs droits constitutionnels 
et légaux sont rétablis avec 
effet immédiat », ordonne le 
juge.

Le juge Gbeneweleh 
rappelle que le premier 
témoin de l’accusation, M. 
Mark Kollie, a déclaré devant 
le tribunal que l’équipe 
d’enquête avait lu le projet 
de loi en passant.

Cependant ,  l e  j uge  
détermine "que le projet de 
loi aurait dû être lu en 
p r o f o n d e u r "  p a r  l e s  
enquêteurs et comparé à la 
loi promulguée avant de 
conclure que la loi de 2010 sur 
la PPCC promulguée et 
r e f o r m u l é e  a v a i t  é t é  
modifiée en insérant l'article 
75 dans la loi promulguée.

S'agissant de la question de 
la corruption alléguée par 
Global Witness et le groupe 
de travail spécial, le juge 
Gbeneweleh indique qu'il est 
un fait que Sherman et 
Sherman ont représenté la 
société Sable Mining au 
Libéria.

De plus, il explique que le 
compte pour Sable Mining a 
été créé par et par Sherman 
et Sherman (un cabinet 
d’avocats appartenant à la 
co-défenderesse, la sénatrice 
Varney G. Sherman).

Le compte a été créé pour 
soutenir le projet de Sable 

e Comité politique, 
une instance de Lréflexion sur l’avenir 

de la Côte d'Ivoire, présidée 
par Guillaume Soro, salue la 
rencontre survenue lundi 
entre Laurent Gbagbo et 
Henr i  Konan Bédié,  à  
Bruxelles, acte d’un « 
engagement » dans l’élan de 
la réconciliation.

« Le Comité politique se 
réjouit des retrouvailles 
fraternelles entre ces fils 
éminents de la Côte d'Ivoire 
et salue leur engagement à 
œuvrer dans le sens de la 
réconciliation entre les 

Ivoiriens et tous les habitants 
de la Côte d'Ivoire », indique un 
communiqué signé du porte-
p a r o l e  p r i n c i p a l ,  
MessouKouablan.Pour  le  
Comité politique, c’est une « 
satisfaction » cette rencontre 
qui a eu lieu ce lundi 29 juillet 
2019 à Bruxelles entre les 
anciens présidents ivoiriens 
Henri Konan Bédié et Laurent 
Gbagbo, qui est sous le coup 
d’une liberté conditionnelle de 
l a  C o u r  p é n a l e  
internationale.L’organisation 
se dit « convaincue que le 
pardon et la réconciliation, 
prônés par son président Soro 

Guillaume constituent les 
ferments pour la construction 
de la nation ivoirienne et de 
l’édification d’un État de droit 
véritable en Côte d'Ivoire », 
poursuit le texte. A l’issue de la 
rencontre entre les deux 
personnalités à Bruxelles, où 
r é s i de  M .  Gbagbo ,  un  
communiqué final a sanctionné 
leur échange, dans lequel ils 
expriment leur « compassion 
aux  I vo i r iens  pour  le s  
traumatismes et les préjudices 
subis » au cours de la crise 
post-électorale de 2010-2011.

A p r è s  u n e  a n a l y s e  
approfondie de la situation 
sociopolitique, M. Bédié, 
p r é s i d e n t  d u  P a r t i  
démocratique de Côte d'Ivoire 
(Pdci, ex-allié au pouvoir), et 
M. Gbagbo ont « convenu de 
l’urgente nécessité d’œuvrer 
pour le retour d’une paix 
définitive et durable en Côte 
d’Ivoire ».Dans le cadre de 
l’organisation d’élections 
transparentes et équitables en 
2020, ils ont appelé le 
gouvernement à procéder à 
«une réforme profonde de la 
C o m m i s s i o n  é l e c t o r a l e  
indépendante (CEI) afin 
qu’elle puisse contribuer 
s i g n i f i c a t i v emen t  à  l a  
consolidation de la paix sociale 
en Côte d’Ivoire ».

l u s i e u r s  
r e s p o n s a b l e s  Plibériens et un 

ressort i ssant  n igér ian 
inculpés en 2016 pour avoir 
prétendument reçu des 
pots-de-vin offerts par la 
compagnie britannique 
Sable Mining pour manipuler 
une loi minière en sa faveur 
ont été mis en liberté à 
Monrovia.

Les partisans de l'ancien 
président de la Chambre des 
représentants, Alex Tyler, du 
Sénateur H. Varney G. 
Sherman, du sénateur Bomi 
Mor r i s  Say tumah,  de  
l’ancien ministre des Mines 
Eugene Shannon, d’ E.C.B. 
Jones, de Dr Richard 
Tolbert, de Willie Belleh et 
du Nigérian Christopher 
Onanuga ont pris d’assaut le 
tribunal pénal « C », 
interrompant la décision 
avec acclamations le mardi 
30 juillet.

Les arguments principaux 
de l 'argumentation de 
l'accusation incluent des 

Mining au Libéria.
Cependan t ,  l e  j u ge  

Gbeneweleh ajoute que 
l'allégation de corruption 
repose essentiellement sur un 
relevé de compte ou une 
feuille de calcul que la 
codéfenderesse  Varney  
Sherman a adressée à Sable 
Mining et envoyée par 
courrier électronique en août 
2010.

Le juge révèle que le 
groupe de travail a produit 
devant la Cour un relevé de 
compte ou une feuille de 
calcul au 30 juin 2010, dans 
lequel le co-accusé Sherman 
aurait reçu de Sable Mining 
400 000 USD avec lesquels il 
aurait versé des pots-de-vin 
aux plus hauts responsables 
du gouvernement.

Il a ajouté que l'accusation 
avait indiqué que les pots-de-
vin avaient été offerts à des 
responsables, notamment des 
accusés, pour modifier la loi 
PPCC modifiée et reformulée 
en insérant l'article 75.

Le juge note Cllr. Le 
démenti et le témoignage de 
Sherman contre le récit de 
l'accusation, affirmant que 
l'accusation n'avait ni nié ni 
réfuté le démenti de l'accusé 
Sherman.

 Selon lui, le groupe de 
travail présidentiel spécial 
chargé d'enquêter sur les 
allégations n'a pas produit le 
relevé de compte du co-
accusé Sherman pour le 10 
août 2010 sur lequel repose 
l'allégation de corruption.

Au lieu de cela, il affirme 
que l'accusation a produit le 
relevé de compte de juin 
2010, insistant sur le fait que 
le relevé de compte du 10 
août 2010 aurait dû être 
produit au cours du procès.

« Notre Cour a déclaré que 
le fardeau de la preuve 
incombait à la poursuite pour 
prouver l'allégation contenue 
dans l'acte d'accusation au-
d e l à  d e  t o u t  d o u t e  
raisonnable », a déclaré le 
juge Gbeneweleh.

Au cours des entretiens, les 
accusés n’ont pas précisé leur 
position s’ils envisageaient de 
poursuivre le gouvernement 
en justice pour préjudice 
moral, mais ont remercié Dieu 
de leur acquittement.

affirmations selon lesquelles 
Sable Mining aurait versé des 
pots-de-vin d'un montant 
total de 950 000 USD à des 
responsables libériens, y 
compris des législateurs, 
pour insérer l'article 75 dans 
le projet de loi de la 
Commission des marchés 
publics et de la concession 

(PPCC) afin de donner à la 
société un avantage indu sur 
les gisements minéraux situés 
à WologisiMountain Lofa.

L’ancienne présidente 
E l l e n  J o h n s o n  -  l e  
gouvernement Sirleaf a été 
inculpée et a commencé le 
procès, mais le régime a été 
étendu au président George 
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Est-ce une victoire 
pour la corruption ?

Rencontre Bédié-Gbagbo : Soro salue 
un engagement pour la réconciliation
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ASHINGTON, DC – Les événements des dernières 
semaines mettent en lumière l’actuelle Wvulnérabilité des États-Unis, non pas sur le plan 

militaire – c’est un autre sujet – mais à plusieurs autres 
égards inquiétants. À la différence de certains 
observateurs, je n’irais pas jusqu’à affirmer que la 
démocratie américaine vit ses derniers instants, mais 
l’Amérique est aujourd’hui exposée à des menaces que 
nul n’aurait pu imaginer pour le pays.

Les tendances autocratiques du président américain 
Donald Trump sont dernièrement plus prononcées que 
jamais. Trump a certes perdu plusieurs affaires 
judiciaires après avoir tenté d’évaluer la portée de ses 
pouvoirs. Pour autant, le président et le Sénat aux mains 
des Républicains ne cessent d’installer des juges 
conservateurs au sein des tribunaux fédéraux, et les 
effets de la désignation de deux juges ultra-
conservateurs à la Cour suprême se font déjà ressentir, 
par exemple dans la décision récente permettant à 
Trump d’user des fonds du Pentagone pour financer le 
mur le long de la frontière entre les États-Unis et le 
Mexique. Si Trump est réélu, il finira sans doute par tenir 
à la gorge la Cour suprême.

La plus récente phase d’autoglorification présidentielle 
a débuté avec l’appropriation par Trump de la 
célébration séculaire de l’Independence Day à 
Washington, DC. Traditionnellement, les familles se 
rassemblent sur le Mall ou en d’autres lieux de la 
capitale pour admirer les feux d’artifice. Mais depuis 
qu’il a assisté au défilé militaire du 14 juillet en France 
en 2017, Trump aspirait à sa propre extravagance. Le 
Pentagone a résisté aussi longtemps que possible, mais 
cette année le président a obtenu sa parade : survol 
d’avions de chasse et déploiement de chars d’assaut 
devant le Lincoln Memorial, où Trump s’est exprimé.

Des estrades particulières ont été installées devant la 
statue de Lincoln (qui aurait certainement quitté les 
lieux exaspéré), et des sièges réservés aux donateurs 
républicains. Il est très rare qu’un président américain 
s’exprime publiquement le 4 juillet, ce qui n’a pas 
empêché Trump de prononcer un long discours, aux 
multiples approximations historiques. Il semble croire 
par exemple que les États-Unis disposaient d’aéroports 
à l’époque de la guerre d’indépendance.

Les Américains aiment à penser que leur démocratie 
dispose de garde-fous – mécanismes qui, sans lois 
spécifiques, imposeraient des limites à certains types de 
comportements, garantissant ainsi l’impossibilité pour 
les dirigeants américains d’adopter n’importe quelles 
mesures. C’est en partie ce qui maintient l’unité du pays 
– ou qui le maintenait jusqu’à récemment. En effet, 
quelques jours seulement après les festivités du 4 
juillet, le président américain a fais fi d’un autre garde-
fou important, en lançant une tirade raciste contre 
quatre membres du Congrès, toutes femmes de couleur : 
si elles n’aiment pas l’Amérique, a-t-il tweeté, elles 
peuvent « retourner d’où elles viennent ». Les formules 
sectaires de ce genre ont souvent été employées dans 
l’histoire américaine pour marginaliser les immigrés, 
mais jamais un président n’avait exprimé de telles idées 
aussi ouvertement.

Trump n’a pas tardé à faire preuve d’encore plus de 
bassesse. Le 17 juillet, lors d’un rassemblement de 
campagne dans la perspective de 2020, en Caroline du 
Nord, le président américain a laissé la foule scander « 
Renvoyez-la chez elle », après s’être attaqué à la 
Représentante du Minnesota Ilhan Omar. La 
parlementaire cristallise les préjugés les plus prononcés 
chez Trump : immigré musulmane de couleur, elle a par 
ailleurs tendance a critiquer Israël.

Certains Républicains du Congrès pourtant très 
rarement en désaccord avec Trump ont eux-mêmes 
discrètement exprimé un malaise face à la virulence des 
cris scandés. Le président s’est ensuite livré à un 
exercice habituel, en tentant le lendemain de prendre 
ses distances avec cet épisode, affirmant avoir 
rapidement interrompu la foule, pour le surlendemain 
qualifier de personnes formidables les vociférateurs du 
rassemblement.

Trump a fait preuve de racisme pendant la majeure partie 
de son existence d’adulte. Lui et son père, accusés d’avoir 
exclu les personnes de couleur de leurs projets 
immobiliers, ont eu affaire au département de la Justice, 
le cas ayant été réglé hors des tribunaux. Avant sa 
campagne présidentielle, Trump a faussement reproché à 
Obama d’être né en Afrique. Il s’en est pris ensuite au 
Représentant Elijah Cummings, membre noir du Congrès, 
responsable d’une partie de Baltimore dans le Maryland. 
En tant que président de la Chambre de surveillance, 
Cummings a vivement condamné les conditions de 
détention des migrants appréhendés le long de la frontière 
sud. Dans ses tweets du weekend dernier, Trump a qualifié 
Baltimore de ville « désordonnée, répugnante, infestée de 
rats et autres nuisibles ». Certains collaborateurs de Trump 
ont confié en privé à des journalistes qu’ils s’attendaient à 
ce que les attaques de Trump contre les Noirs et les 
Hispaniques l’aident en 2020.

Le plus récent rappel de la vulnérabilité de notre système 
électoral démocratique réside dans le témoignage de 
Mueller lors de deux audiences au Congrès le 24 juillet. La 
puissance des mots de Mueller a failli été éclipsée par le 
vacarme médiatique autour de ses signes de fébrilité. Or, si 
le très longiligne héros de guerre, ancien directeur du FBI, 
et ancien conseiller spécial largement admiré s’est parfois 
montré nerveux, ses réponses en apparence succinctes 
devant la Commission judiciaire de la Chambre précisent 
clairement deux choses : premièrement, la Russie a mené 
des efforts de grande ampleur, potentiellement réussis, 
pour influencer l’issue de l’élection présidentielle de 2016 
(ce que nie Trump) ; deuxièmement, la Russie œuvre 
d’ores et déjà pour en faire de même en 2020. « Ils y 
travaillent en ce moment-même », a affirmé Mueller.

Et contrairement à ce qu’ont déclaré Trump et son valet le 
procureur général des États-Unis William Barr, Mueller a de 
nouveau expliqué que son rapport n’innocentait en rien le 
président. Plus stupéfiant encore, Muller a rapporté avec 
insistance que plusieurs acteurs dans l’entourage de 
Trump, et Trump lui-même, avaient usé de l’élection 
présidentielle (et potentiellement de la présidence) pour 
s’enrichir personnellement, et que ces manœuvres 
rendaient Trump et d’autres, comme son gendre Jared 
Kushner, vulnérables au chantage de soutiens financiers 
étrangers. Mueller a par ailleurs rappelé spontanément 
que le fait d’accepter de l’aide de l’étranger dans le cadre 
d’une élection, comme l’a fait Trump en 2016, constituait 
un crime.

Mueller a rappelé à tous les Américains ouverts d’esprit 
que les garde-fous associés à notre processus électoral 
démocratique étaient en train de s’effondrer. Dans un 
entretien     avec George Stephanopoulos, Trump a déclaré 
qu’il était prêt à accepter de nouveau une aide étrangère. 
Déclenchant un tollé, le président a retiré ce qu’il avait 
dit, quoique seulement en partie.

De fait, la veille du témoignage de Mueller, l’actuel 
directeur du FBI Christopher Ray a déclaré devant la 
Commission judiciaire du Sénat : « Les Russes entendent 
clairement interférer dans nos élections ». De même, le 
lendemain du témoignage de Mueller, la Commission du 
renseignement du Sénat a publié un rapport expliquant 
que la Russie s’efforcerait d’influencer la prochaine 
élection présidentielle, et que des pays comme l’Arabie 
saoudite, l’Iran et la Chine étaient eux aussi en capacité de 
s’ingérer dans les élections américaines.

Malgré ces avertissements, le leader de la majorité au 
Sénat Mitch McConnell a fait obstacle à une réflexion au 
Sénat autour de deux projets de lois destinés à renforcer la 
sécurité des élections américaines, dénonçant une 
prétendue tentative consistant pour les Démocrates à 
obtenir un « avantage politique ». McConnell ne fait sans 
doute que défendre la position de Trump sur la question de 
la protection du processus électoral américain contre les 
interventions étrangères. Par son comportement, 
McConnell met au moins les choses au clair : Trump et les 
leaders républicains considèrent l’ingérence russe dans les 
élections américaines comme jouant en leur faveur. Tous 
sont désormais les complices d’une menace d’ingérence 
extérieure malveillante pour les élections américaines, 
poumon de la démocratie.

FrançaisFrançais
2019                              

e bureau national du Conseil des Examens de 
l’Afrique de l’Ouest a publié les résultats provisoires Ldu WASSCE (Certificat des Etudes du Second Cycle de 

l’Afrique de l’Ouest). 

Ces résultats, selon le bureau, sont nettement 
satisfaisants par rapport à ceux de l’année précédente. 
C’est une bonne nouvelle, car cela signifie que les élèves 
libériens, avec un peu plus d’efforts, peuvent mieux faire 
et compétir avec leurs camarades des pays membres. 
Encore faut-il que les sujets dans lesquels ils composent 
soient bien enseignés dans les différentes écoles par des 
enseignants compétents.

Le Libéria est le dernier pays anglophone à rejoindre les 
quatre autres pays anglophones de l’Afrique de l’Ouest 
membres du West AfricanExamination Council (WAEC) – 
Conseil Ouest Africain des Examens. 

A en croire M. Dale Gboto, chef du bureau national du 
Libéria, l’on constate une nette amélioration dans les 
résultats de l’année scolaires 2018-2019 par rapports aux 
résultats de l’année scolaire précédente dans les neuf 
sujets dans lesquels ils ont composé.

Ces résultats devraient donc stimuler la confiance tant des 
élèves que des enseignants du Libéria et les inciter à plus 
d’efforts de sorte que notre système éducatif atteigne 
l’excellence.

Nous remercions sincèrement le ministre de l’Éducation, 
AnsuSonii, d’avoir mis en place un programme de révisions 
obligatoires pour tous les élèves de la 12e année dès le 
début de l’année scolaire 2018-2019.  Ce programme a 
sans aucun doute contribué à l’amélioration des résultats 
des élèves.

 Néanmoins, nous appelons les autorités scolaires à doter 
les établissements scolaires de laboratoires scientifiques 
standards afin de préparer adéquatement les élèves de la 
12e année pour les examens de fin d’année. Il faut aussi 
recruter des enseignants qualifiés et compétents et bien 
les payer afin de sauver l’école libérienne.

Il ne s’agit pas de fustiger nos élèves comme quoi ils sont 
faibles dans les matières de base dont les matières 
scientifiques. Il s’agit au contraire de mettre à leur 
disposition tout le matériel didactique qu’il faut et de les 
encadrer afin que leur niveau s’améliore.

Nous disons également merci à M. Dale Gboto et à 
l’ensemble du personnel du WAEC pour les progrès 
accomplis jusqu’à présent. M. Gboto a bravé les tempêtes 
et plaidé pour que le Libéria rejoigne les autres pays 
membres du WAEC afin que le WASSCE soit soumis aux 
élèves libériens. Il a dû faire front à des autorités scolaires 
sceptiques.

Si nos élèves ont mieux réussi l’examen de cette année que 
l’an dernier, nous pensons qu’ils peuvent atteindre le 
meilleur et être excellents dans les années à venir et 
rendre le pays fier.

Éditorial
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L’Amérique devenue cible facile

Par Elizabeth Drew

Nos élèves peuvent 
faire mieux
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article seeks to expose another problem that worth 
consideration or debate.

Arguably, one of the ways in which the spirit of 
patriotism can be instilledin members of the society is 
through the teaching of history. The history of every 
society not only focuses on the past and present.  It 
influences the sense of pride, belonging as well as 
direction. Moreover, it utilizes the pasts that have 
important lessons for the present and the future. More 
importantly, it records legacy that has an important 
bearing on the lives of society member. The patriotic 
assertion that also illustrates a sense of pride by 
Ghanaians “Ghana is the best”that Liberians often 
referenced doubtlessly derived from the history of 
Ghana taught in schools. 

In our Liberian society, it worth saying that there is 
something fundamentally wrong about how is history 
taught in grade schools (Elementary and Senior High 
schools). This problem is historic. Take for instance;in 
our schools curricula the syllables for history 
emphasize Ghana Empire, Songhay (Mali) Empire, Oyo 
Empire, European history etc. Less emphasis has been 
placed on Liberian history.  In support of this claim, 
before the civil war, foreign teachers were teaching 
history in high schools. I have a vivid memory of one Mr. 
Youku Luke from Kenya or Somalia that taught me 
history in D.Twe Memorial High school probably around 
1994/96. There was nothing about the history of 
Liberia. All of the lesson contents were European 

history such as Industrial Revolution, World War I & II 
etc. Maybe you could argue that it was what the 
syllable says by then.  About this claim, there are few 
fundamental questions to be asked.

The first is; in Ghana, Mali or Nigeria, etc. do they 
teach the history of Liberia just as we do here? It is part 
of their history syllables?  To answer this question, you 
will want to be empirical. In absence of empirical 
evidence, it is inconvincible that Ghana considered by 
Ghanaians as the best teach Liberia history in their 
grade schools. Even if it is taught, to what extend is 
another question. As for Nigeria, it is also questionable 
seriously. Mali that is Francophone, it is also 
questionable as well.

The second question is; though the history of 
Ghana, Nigeria, Mali empires and European history are 
good or relevant just as the history of Liberia. But to 
what extent the histories of these counties taught in 
our schools influence our children sense of pride, 
belonging for Liberia as their common patrimony? To 
what extent teaching Ghana, Mali, Oyo, World War I & 
II, Industrial Revolution, etc. are able to transmit 
patriotic consciousness from generation to generation?

This is not any way to imply elimination from our 
history curriculum if they exist. What is important is to 
devote more time on the history of Liberia in the class 

home. On the other hand, it justifies elimination from 
our history syllables if Liberia history is not taught in 
Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, European grade schools. In other 
words, what should we promote their history when 
ours has nothing to do with instilling or transmitting 
patriotic consciousness in their societies?

The third question is; in Ghana, Nigeria, Mali and 
Europe, do foreigners teach history? In absence of 
empirical evidence, it worth saying big “No” by virtue 
of the fact that it is through the teaching of history 
patriotism can be transmitted from generation to 
generation in society. In the case of Liberia, our system 
in past allowed foreigners to teach history in our 
schools. How possible for foreigners that have no 
allegiance, sense of pride or belonging of a society to 
inculcate patriotic values or consciousness through the 
teaching of history into our grade school going 
population?  Tell us, we would desire the answer. 

On the authority of valid research, we learned that 
history relates the story of cooperative actions of a 
large number of men and women in their quest for a 
better life that to a large extent influence or bring a 
sense of pride.  Inarguably, a sense of pride can be 
equated to patriotism derived from history. It is part of 
the cultural embodiment of any society. I am sure that 
in the history of Liberia, the culture of cooperative 
actions of our ancestors prior to the arrival of the 
settlers for better life exists. In the history of Ghana 
often referenced, the quest for better life mainly 
during the Asante Empire reflects cooperative action 
by ancestor that children learned in schools as legacy. 
Can we in Liberia revisit our history so that our lesson 
contents or syllables can reflect the culture of 
cooperative action as a legacy that will influence our 
children sense of pride?  Ponder about it. 

It is never late to think about experimenting the 
crux of the argument brought forth in this article. We 
have a promising generation who are grade school 
going age. The history of Liberia has so much to offer 
when it comes to instilling patriotic consciousness in 
our promising generation or children.  Let us as 
educators, policy makers, technocrat in education, 
government and more importantly the Liberian society 
think about crux of this article. It our quest for 
instilling the spirit of patriotism in Liberians, this 
article may be of help in term of solution.

rom scrupulous observations, it is no 
argument to counter the urge for patriotism Fin the Liberian society. Both the electronic 

and print media continue to flex intellectual 
muscles on discourse or talk shows about the 
inclination of many Liberians of badmouthing and 
castigating the country. In the belief windows or 
minds of the radio talk show host and guests, this 
attitude has always been described as unpatriotic.  
Certainly, this concern suggests or speaks clearly 
about the problems with patriotism in Liberia.

Recently, I listened to the Patrick Honnah regular 
bumper show on the ELBC radio 99.9. Featuring Rev. 
Foley Emmet Karpeh and another Liberian writer, 
the show not only frowned on the pessimistic or 
unpatriotic attitude of many Liberians, but 
endeavored to proffer practical approaches or 
remedies to the problems of patriotism in Liberia.  
Citing the Ghanaian society as a model of patriotism, 
the studio discussants referenced the lack of one 
common dialect or vernacular as a unifier and 
perhaps a catalyst for what sociologists would called 
the “We Feeling”or the “We consciousness”  
Interestingly, Rev. Karpeh recounted one of his 
experiences in Ghana that exemplified patriotic 
attitude or consciousness. According to him, about 
two Ghanaians went for him to the airport. While on 

the vehicle enroute to his accommodation, they 
were speaking the popular local Twi language. He 
voiced out his uncomforted feeling. One of the 
Ghanaians who happen to be the driver apologized 
and told him that they were talking about their 
problem of electricity in Ghana. He further 
explained that it would have been an 
embarrassment or perhaps shameful to discuss their 
problem in the presence of a stranger. In other 
words, one could argue or infer that the Ghanaians 
were very conscious about the image of their society 
had they discuss the problem in English. 

Though being taught in Liberian schools, the 
discussants re-emphasized the need to re-enforce 
the syllables for the subject civic as one of the 
practical remedies.  By this assertion, you can 
possibly infer that this suggested approach may not 
work well for this present generation above grade 
school (Elementary –senior High) ages. 

Admittedly, the discussants as evidenced by all of 
the callers’ supportive comments and views did well 
to dissect the issues.

Premised on the assumption that we as mortal are 
limited that could justify the reasons why the 
discussants never thought or cover all of the 
problems with patriotism in Liberia, this write-up or 

The Problems with Patriotism in the Liberian Society
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olice in Monrovia 
f i r e d  t e a r  g a s  Pc a n i s t e r s  o n  

Wednesday morning as they 
clashed with hundreds of 
demonstrators during a 
protest  march against  
c o r r u p t i o n ,  e c o n o m i c  
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
arrogance within the barely 
19 months old George Weah 
led government.

The protesters also threw 
stones at the police in return 
as they tried to force their 
way towards the capitol 
building, the seat of the 
Liberian Legislature.Police 
claimed the protesters did 
not have permit to take to the 
streets and press home their 
demands for good governance 
and accountability within the 
Weah administration that 
came to power through a 
popular vote.

The protest comes amidst 
heightened tension over by-
elections results for which 
both the opposition parties 
and the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change or CDC 
had claimed commanding 
leads before the National 
Elections Commission or NEC 
c o u l d  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  
provisional results late 
Wednesday night.

The protest had earlier 
been planned for July 24, by 
the organizers of the June 7 
demonstration, the Council 
of Patriots or COP, but had to 

commodities continue to soar 
by the day and it is as if the 
government is running out of 
options to ease the hardship.

Some foreign companies 
have closed shop, while others 
have drastically reduced the 
staff, as civi l  servants 
complained of not taking pay 
for more than two months at 
some agencies and ministries. 
Banks have drawn the curtains 
on giving loans to businesses 
due to the liquidity problems in 
the country.

Amidst this tough economic 
situation comes the report of 
missing “16 billion” Liberian 
b a n k  n o t e s  a n d  t h e  
controversial USD25 million 
mop up money for which some 

be pushed forward to July 31, 
after the United States 
Embassy here issued a release 
condemning a demonstration 
on the eve of the country’s 
172th Independence Day 
celebration.

This was to be the second 
major gathering of protesters 
since President Weah, a former 
soccer star turned politician 
ascended to power. At least 
more than five protesters were 
arrested.

Protesters say barely 19 
months since Weah took over 
the affairs of the country the 
economic situation continues 
to go from bad to worse as 
inflation is pretty over some 
40%. The price of basic 

Ministry of Justice.
The CoP had earlier written 

the Ministry, seeking permit to 
protest after the July 29 by-
elections in Montserrado 
C o u n t y  t o  d e m a n d  
government’s response to its 
recent petition.  

Among others, the group 
wants solutions to the dismal 
performance of the economy 
characterized by over 20 
p e r c e n t  i n f l a t i o n ,  
uncontrollable exchange rate 

and rise in food prices and 
other basic commodities.

The CoP also points to 
widespread corruption and 
demand the resignation of 
several officials, including the 
Ministers of Finance and 
Development Planning and 
State for Presidential Affairs, 
respectively.

Protesters clashed with riot 
po l i c e  Thu r s day  wh i l e  
attempting to enter grounds of 
the Capitol, seat of the 
Liberian Legislature amid 
reports of several injuries 
which were not independently 
verified or confirmed up to 
press time.

H o w e v e r,  a d d r e s s i n g  
reporters Mr. Carter says the 
Liberia National Police would 
not order its officers to shoot 
at citizens.  

Unlike the June7 “Save the 
State” assembly that drew 
thousands of citizens in  the 
streets, yesterday’s protesters 
were about a thousand and was 
led by Montserrado County 
District#10 Representative 
Ye k e h  K o l u b a h ,  a n d  
spokesperson Abraham Darius 
Dillon, candidate of the July 29 
senatorial by-election in 
Montserrado County. -Story by 
Jonathan Browne

olice spokesman 
M o s e s  C a r t e r  Pdiscloses here that 

some 15 protesters arrested 
in the streets of Monrovia 
Thursday would be charged 
and sent to court.

Organizers of the June 7, 
2019 protest under the 
banner, Council of Patriots 
mobilized protesters into the 
streets Thursday despite 
denial of permit requested 
from the government thru the 

2019                              

Central Bank officials are 
c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r g o i n g  
investigation.

The protesters are mainly 
demanding accountability and 
have asked that President 
Weah sack Finance Minister 
Samuel Tweah and Central 

Bank of Liberia Executive 
Governor Nathaniel Patray for 
their role in the USD25 million 
mop up exercise in which 
thousands on United States 
Dollars were unaccounted for.

All of these development 
also come two days after a High 
Cou r t  a cqu i t t ed  s e ven  
individuals including Senators 
Varney Sherman, Morr is  
Saytuma and former House 
Speaker Alex Tyler of bribery. 

The case was replete with 
series of conflict of interests, 
after former defense lawyers 
were appointed to head the 
Justice Department and served 
as prosecutors. It also coupled 
with the visit of the Justice in 
Chambers Associate Justice 
Joseph Nagbe, a former 
Senator, who visited the court 
during one of the case 
proceedings and entered the 
trial judge chamber for more 
than 20 minutes, and when he 
emerged from the trial judge 
chambers waved to the then 
defendants accompanied by a 
broad smile. 
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Monrovia on edge
By Othello B. Garblah

Police to charge arrested protesters

Candidate Kelvin Morris Bayoh 
obtains 638 votes, which 
constitutes 5.32 percent; 
followed by Erasmus Daode 
Fahnbulleh of VOLT, 145 votes 
or 1.21 percent; Frank Bishop 
Siebo, Independent Candidate, 
18 votes or 0.15 percent; Amos 
Nyanwleh Tubor of CLP, 1, 56 
votes or 8.8 percent; Lamenu 
Kamara Chapy of the grand old 
True Whig Party (TWP) 182 
votes, constituting 0.68 
percent.

The True Whig Party also 
known as the Liberian Whig 
Party (LWP) is Liberia’s oldest 
political institution established 
since 1869.

Meanwhile, the NEC is 
e x p e c t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  
additional results from the 
senatorial and representative 
by-elections today, Thursday, 
1st August.

At the same time there was 

a scene of tension at the 
headquarters of opposition 
Liberty Party in Sinkor when 
riot police reportedly fired 
tear gas into a crowd of 
supporters of Candidate Darius 
Dillon, who were celebrating 
his lead of the poll.

There were claims of two 
persons sustaining injuries as a 
direct result of the incident. 
The victims were allegedly 
taken to a local hospital, but 
there has been no independent 
confirmation. 

The senatorial by-election 
being led by the opposition is 
the first serious challenge to 
President George Weah’s 
nearly two years old ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change, particularly in its 
strong hold, Montserrado 
County. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne  

Dillon consolidates 
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those selected being judged on 
their achievements between 
July 16 2018 and July 19 2019.

Both Guardiola and Klopp 
were at the forefront of one of 
the most enthralling Premier 
League title races in history. 
Manchester City were finally 
crowned champions with 98 
points on the final matchday, 
whilst Liverpool finished just 
one point behind with 97.

City also picked up the 
Carabao Cup and the FA Cup 
during the 2018-19 campaign, 

he two managers 
involved in one of Tthe best title races 

in Premier League history 
are among the nominees

Pep Guardiola and Jurgen 
Klopp are among the 10 
nominees that have been 
shortlisted for Best FIFA 
Men's Coach of the year.

The nominees were 
chosen by a panel of football 
experts and FIFA confirmed 
the chosen candidates on 
Wednesday afternoon, with 

while his rival Paulita C. C. Wie 
of the governing Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) 
trails behind with 36, 531 
votes, amounting to 36.95 
percent in the senatorial race 
for Montserrado County.

C D C  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
Montserrado District#15 Abu 
Bana Kamara, narrowly leads 

the district with 5,515 votes or 
4 5 . 95  pe r cen t  a ga i n s t  
opposition All Liberian Party’s 
candidate Ms Telia Urey with 
4,548 votes, constituting 37.89 
percent, respectively

Announcing the initial 
results Thursday, July 31, at 
the NEC Headquarters in 
Sinkor, Monrovia, Chairman 
Jerome George Korkoyah 
f u r t h e r  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
Independent  Senator ia l  
Candidates Medella Mackie 
Copper receives 2,545 votes, 
which represents 2.57 percent 
followed by Mohammed Dukuly 
Ayoub of VOLT, 2, 479 votes or 
2.51 percent; incumbent 
District #6 Representative 
Samuel Enders, 1,158 votes or 
1.17 percent; Massa Kanyon 
M a s s a q u o i  4 7 2  v o t e s ,  
constituting 0.48 percent, and 
Kimme L. Weeks, 2, 406 votes, 
representing 2.43 percent, 
respectively.

For the remaining the 
results from the Montserrado 
District#15 by-election 
Chairman Korkoyah 
announced that 
I n d e p e n d e n t  

reliminary results 
released by the PNational Elections 

Commiss ion (NEC)  put  
opposition Liberty Party 
(LP’s) candidate Abraham 
Darius Dillon in a comfortable 
lead with 53,270 votes, 
representing 53.59 percent, 
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with Guardiola leading his 
side to a historic domestic 
treble.

Despite falling just short of 
Premier League glory, Klopp's 
Liverpool went all the way in 
the Champions League with a 
2-0 win over Tottenham in the 
final, after a historic semi-
final which saw them come 
from 3-0 down in the second 
leg of their tie against 
Barcelona.

Aside from Guardiola and 
Klopp, Tottenham manager 

Dillon consolidates lead

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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Abraham Darius Dillon

FIFA confirm Best Men's Coach shortlist
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