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I didn’t cut 
salaries
-Finance Minister Tweah

LAA, Atlanta discuss 
Sister Airport AgreementLAA’s MD Bishop Alan Klayee and Hartsfield Jackson 

Atlanta’s  Senior Deputy General Manager in Atlanta, GA

Finance Minister Tweah



thiopia on Thursday 
granted its ethnic ESidama community a 

referendum in November on 
self-determination, with a 
view to creating the country's 
10th autonomous region, 
Fana news agency reported.

Ethiopia's nine existing 
regional states enjoy a 
degree of autonomy under 
which they are able to choose 
their official language and 
have limited powers over 
taxation, education, health 
and land administration.

Buoyed by  po l i t i ca l  
reforms introduced by Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed since he 
took power in 2018, political 
activists from the Sidama - 
currently subsumed into one 
of the nine states - wanted to 
unilaterally declare a new 
regional state in July.The 
same month, at least 17 
people were killed in clashes 
between security forces and 
pro-autonomy activists, 
while other Sidama leaders 
accepted an offer from the 

government  to  ho ld  a  
referendum within f ive 
months.Ethiopia's electoral 
board said the referendum, on 
Nov. 13, would address "ethnic 
Sidama's demand for regional 
statehood," state-affiliated 
Fana said on its website.

At least eight further ethnic 
groups in the Horn of Africa 
country of 105 million people 
a r e  a l s o  s e e k i n g  
autonomy.Abiy, appointed by 
the ruling coalition last year, 
has won praise for political 
reforms in what was once one 

of the continent's most 
repressive nations.

But with many local 
activists using the greater 
freedoms to demand more 
rights, tensions between rival 
interests sometimes spark 
violence.

The electoral board said 
close to 1,700 polling stations 
and 8,500 election officials 
would be deployed for the 
November referendum, Fana 
reported.Reuter
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resident Emmerson 
M n a n g a g w a  Pyesterday assured 

t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h i s  
government would institute 
more economic reforms in 
order to make Zimbabwe a 
s a f e ,  f a v o u r a b l e  a n d  
competitive investment 
destination.

Speaking at the official 
opening  of  the  Tokyo 
International Conference on 
African Development (TICAD) 
7 in Yokohama, Japan, 
Mnangagwa said the private 
sector was a valued partner in 
s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  
development in the quest to 
transform, modernise and 
industrialise the economy.

“We are promoting private 
sector- led investment,  
particularly in agriculture, 
m i n i n g ,  e n e r g y ,  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
manufacturing and ICT,” he 
said.“Zimbabwe has vast 
resources and remains ready 
to increase trade and 
investment with Japan on a 
mutual beneficial basis.”

Mnangagwa  sa id  h i s  
government had since put in 
place comprehensive reforms 
to accelerate the economic 
development agenda.

He said Zimbabwe had 
embarked on the ease-of-
doing business reforms, which 
seek to enhance the country’s 
i n v e s t m e n t  
environment.“The Zimbabwe 
Investment and Development 

investment by the private 
sector.

“Th i s  shou ld  fu r the r  
accelerate our economic 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
industrialisation,” he said.

Officially opening TICAD 7, 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe said his country was 
committed to the development 
of Africa with companies from 
his country having invested 
over US$20 billion on the 
continent over the past three 
years.He said the challenges 
facing Africa could only be 
resolved through science, 
technology and innovation 
(STI).Abe added that Japan 
would support the training of 5 
000 young Africans at Egypt’s 
University of Science and 
Technology and Kenya’s Jomo 
Kenyatta University in order to 
advance STI into the future.

He also announced the 
establishment of a new 

Agency will ensure that all 
investment information is 
available and processed under 
o n e  r o o f .  S p e c i a l i s e d  
Commercial Courts have also 
been  e s t ab l i s hed ,”  he  
s a i d . M n a n g a g w a  s a i d  
Zimbabwe had liberalised its 
investment conditions by 
repealing the Indigenisation 
and Economic Empowerment 
A c t  t o  a l l o w  g r e a t e r  

Japanese initiative for peace 
and stability in Africa, dubbed 
NAPSA.Abe said NAPSA would 
work with the African Union 
and  reg iona l  economic  
communities to support 
confl ict prevention and 
mediation efforts.

“NAPSA (will) also assist 
making judicial and legislative 
systems stable and secure so 
that nation building does not 
move backwards,” he said.

Abe further noted that 
Japan is currently training 676 
po l i ce  o f f i ce r s ,  pub l i c  
prosecutors and judges from 39 
African countries on justice 
and crime prevention.Over 15 
h e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
governments are attending the 
three-day event, among them 
Cyril Ramaphosa of South 
Africa, Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda, Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda and Egypt’s Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi.AFP

ow over revenue 
allocation pitting Rn a t i o n a l  

government against counties 
has taken a new twist after 
governors announced plans to 
shut down devolved units 
over finances.Speaking to 
journalists at the Council of 
G o v e r n o r s  ( C o G )  
headquarters on Thursday, 
August 29, the chairperson 

Wycliffe Oparanya expressed 
fear the counties may be 
paralysed if a middle ground is 
not reached before September 
16.

“The County Governments 
will not be able to pay salaries 
at end of this month going 
forward. Beyond, September 
16, 2019, if the matter is not 
r e s o l v e d  t h e  C o u n t y  
Governments will have no 

option but to shut down,” he 
said.The two levels  of  
government are on a warpath 
over Division of Revenue Bill, 
2 0 1 9  w h i c h  a l l o c a t e d  
governors KSh 314 billion in the 
2019/2020 financial year, 
against KSh 335 billion they 
requested.

Oparanya had on Friday, 
July 12, accused the National 
Assembly of conspiring with 
the executive to undermine 
devolution, something he 
warned they would fight to the 
bitter end.

"The National Assembly is 
being used by the national 
government to frustrate 
implementation of devolution 
which is meant to spur 
development at the grassroot 
level. We will not allow that to 
happen," said Oparanya.In July 
2 0 1 9 ,  K e n y a  C o u n t y  
Government Workers Union 
issued a seven-day strike 
notice if their July salaries 
were not paid by August 12.

The union's secretary 
general Roba Duba lamented 
the county governments were 
b e i n g  u n f a i r  t o  t h e i r  
employees whom he noted 
were not party to the ongoing 
impasse.AFP

Governors threaten to shut 
down counties over revenue

 Governors threaten to shut down 
counties over revenue allocation row

Mnangagwa pledges economic reforms

Zimbabwe's President Emmerson Mnangagwa

Ethiopia to hold referendum
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ERUSALEM – If anything is sacred to 
Americans, it is the US Constitution, the Jfounding document that contains the 

country’s source code. Sadly, one of that 
code’s key components – the First Amendment 
– is under attack from an aggressive virus 
unleashed from within the White House.

In 1802, America’s third president, Thomas 
Jefferson, wrote that “religion is a matter 
which lies solely between Man & his God.” 
Offering assurances to a group of Connecticut 
Baptists who feared for their religious liberty, 
he pointed out that the First Amendment’s 
Establishment Clause and Free Exercise Clause 
built “a wall of separation between Church & 
State.” That barrier is cracking badly now, 
owing to the actions of Jefferson’s two most 
recent successors, Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump.

It has been strange – and frightening – for Jews 
to see American presidents adjudicating 
between “good” and “bad” Jews. The 
question of “who is a Jew” has long been a 
mainstay of political debates in Israel, whose 
Law of Return extends citizenship to Jews who 
immigrate there, but personal beliefs have no 
bearing on that conversation. For matters of 
faith now to be put under a microscope in the 
US is unconscionable. Whether or not the 
responsible parties have the Jewish people’s 
best interests at heart is no excuse for this 
behavior.

Obama’s progressive agenda meshed perfectly 
with that of liberal Jews. “I’m told the 
definition of the Democratic Party is Reform 
Judaism without the holidays,” he reportedly 
quipped backstage at the Union for Reform 
Judaism’s biennial conference in 2011. “Well, 
that makes me a Reform Jew.” That 
denomination’s elasticity and inclusiveness – 
known in-house as “audacious hospitality” – 
made its adherents natural allies of a 
president with a universalist worldview. 
Reform Judaism’s central tenets that “all 
human beings are created in the image of God” 
and that “we are God’s partners in improving 
the world” (tikkun olam) jibed seamlessly with 
the Obama administration’s agenda.

But Israel didn’t get the memo. In 2013, after 
four years of sparring with Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s hawkish government, 
Obama made his first visit as president to 
Israel. Talking up the virtues of tikkun olam in 
Jerusalem, he advised his audience that “the 
Palest inian people’s r ight to self-
determination, their right to justice, must also 
be recognized.”

That appeal fell with a thud into the growing 
chasm between America – including the 
roughly 75% of American Jews who supported 
Obama – and Israel. Obama’s subsequent 
remarks celebrating Jewish American Heritage 
Month in 2015 signaled unequivocally to his 
Israeli critics that, in his view, they were 

substandard Jews. “The rights of the Jewish 
people then compel me,” he reasoned, “to think 
about a Palestinian child in Ramallah that feels 
trapped without opportunity. That’s what 
Jewish values teach me.”

Trump’s flagrant interference in Jewish affairs 
has since rocked the US Jewish community to its 
core. Influenced by his coterie of Orthodox 
Jewish and Evangelical Christian enthusiasts, he 
has adopted a Scripture-centric view of the 
Jewish people and the State of Israel in which 
the two concepts are regularly conflated. This 
month, he tweeted a note of thanks to Wayne 
Allyn Root, a self-professed “Jew turned 
evangelical Christian,” for pronouncing him 
“the greatest President for Jews and for Israel in 
the history of the world.”

For Trump, the sine qua non of Judaism is the 
execution of the Jewish people’s biblical deed 
to the land of Israel. With the wind of his 
religious conservative base at his back, he has 
formally recognized Jerusalem as modern 
Israel’s capital, and the Golan Heights as an 
integral “part of the State of Israel.” He touts 
these and similar actions to defend himself 
against charges of anti-Semitism. Trump’s claim 
that Israel and the Jews have never had a better 
friend has even received the backing of 
Netanyahu’s son.

Most recently, Trump tweeted that Rashida 
Tlaib, a Democratic member of the House of 
Representatives from Michigan, “hates Israel 
and all Jewish people.” After declaring her and 
three other female congressional freshmen (all 
members of the so-called Squad) to be “the new 
face of the Democrat Party,” he went on to 
suggest that Obama’s favored Jews are actually 
inferior Jews. “If you want to vote Democrat,” 
Trump proclaimed the following day, “you are 
being very disloyal to Jewish people and very 
disloyal to Israel.”

The situation is spiraling out of control. 
Bestowing the status of “good Jew” – or, for that 
matter, “good Christian” or “good Muslim” – on 
some segment of the electorate is not part of a 
US president’s job. It is particularly offensive 
when such titles are reserved exclusively for 
political allies of the White House. Equally 
disturbing is the tendency of Republicans and 
Democrats alike to condemn anti-Semitism only 
when it emanates from the other party, thereby 
exposing their own cynical apathy toward an 
age-old plague.

The weaponization of Judaism is weakening the 
US, Israel, and the Jewish people. It is dissolving 
the bonds – E pluribus unum (“out of many, one”) 
– that hold America together, and making it 
impossible for the US to gain the trust of 
international partners. It has jeopardized the 
critically important bipartisan US support for 
Israel, compromising the Jewish state’s security 
and prosperity. And it has sown division and 
discord among Jews themselves.

US President Donald Trump's recent statements smearing American Jews 
who vote for Democrats as "disloyal" is merely the latest installment in a 
longer-running tragedy. American presidents have no business issuing 
pronouncements about Judaism – or, for that matter, about any religion 
and its followers.

BUDGET HEARING FOR the Ministry of Public Works at the Capitol 
on Monday, 26 August opened serious Pandora box about US$27 
Million that is yet to be accounted for. The money, which is part of 
a US$40 Million allotment for the Ministry in the FY2018/2019 
National Budget for infrastructure development, mainly roads, 
appears to be untraceable, as Deputy Minister of Public Works for 
Administration Joseph Todd, could only account for US$13 Million 
of the amount when he appeared before the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Ways, Means and Finance, and Budget.

AS PART OF the ongoing budget hearing at the House of 
Representatives on the draft National Budget for FY2019/2020, 
Deputy Minister Todd had gone to defend allocation made in the 
draft national budget for the Public Works Ministry and provide 
performance report for allotment in the just-ended fiscal period.

BUT THE DEPUTY Works Minister froze completely when asked to 
provide details, including supportive documents for the 
remaining US$27 million from the last fiscal period. Instead, he 
stood mute, sweating profusely in the air cooled conference 
room of the House. His appeal for additional US$29 million in the 
current draft national budget to be added to the already US$40 
million allotted last year, fell on deaf ears, leaving the Joint 
Legislative Committee to set up an ad-hoc committee to 
investigate the Public Works Ministry on the whereabouts of the 
balance USS$27 million.

THE SITUATION WITH the Works Ministry is not only 
disappointing, but highly regrettable, particularly in a wrecked 
economy such as Liberia, with over 40 percent inflation 
exacerbated by rapid depreciation of the local currency amid 
widespread mismanagement, pillage and corruption.

THE PUBLIC WORKS Ministry under the watch of Minister Mobutu 
VlahNyenpan has been found wanting in the usage of allotted 
funds and tangibles on the ground.

MINISTER NYENPAN HIMSELF did not appear before the House 
for Monday's hearing, but if the account by his principal deputy is 
anything to judge by, then that Ministry needs to do more in 
properly accounting for public money entrusted to its care.

US$27 MILLION FOR a government that cannot pay salary in time 
is a lot of money to supposedly disappear in thin air and the 
matter swept under the carpet, as we are beginning to sense. 
After all, Minister Nyenpan is a fanatic of President George 
Weah's governing Coalition for Democratic Change, so he is 
untouchable.

WE TAKE CUE from the most superior Minister of Finance and 
Development Planning, Samuel Tweah and the failed Executive 
Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia Nathaniel R. Patray over 
the expenditure of US25 Million that was taken from the national 
reserves to mop up excess liquidity in the economy.

AUDITS CONDUCTED BOTH by the USAID-sponsored firm, Kroll & 
Associates and the government-instituted Presidential 
Investigative Team (PIT) point to gross mismanagement of the 
money with no proper accountability. Increased public outcry for 
the two officials involved to step down has gone unheeded 
because the guys still enjoy the confidence of President George 
Weah.

THEREFORE, THERE IS no guarantee that the Ministry of Public 
Works would account for the US$27 Million that is part of its 
US$40 Million allotted in the FY2018/2019 national budget. We 
believe strongly that the so-called ad-hoc committee set up by 
the Joint Legislative Committee to probe the Ministry is mere 
public relations stunt to sweep the matter under the carpet and 
conduct business as usual because there has been no precedent.

Where is the US$27 Million?
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America Does Not 
Need a Rabbi-in-Chief

By Shalom Lipner
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OpinionOpinion Opinion 

ERLIN – When US President Donald Trump arrives in Poland on August 31, he 
is certain to receive a rapturous welcome from the country’s government. BAnd, having recently proclaimed himself the new Messiah for the people of 

Israel, Trump may interpret the applause in Warsaw to mean that he is the king of 
Poland, too.

But, besides playing to Trump’s vanity, the Polish government will be sure to make 
the US military presence in the country a prime topic for discussion. These days, 
the debate about US troops in Poland is sometimes seen as pitting that country 
against Germany. But this misses the point. What is really at stake is European 
coherence in the face of America’s increasingly uncertain role within NATO.

True, recent remarks by Trump and other high-ranking American officials, such as 
Richard Grenell and Georgette Mosbacher, the US ambassadors to Germany and 
Poland respectively, have fueled the perception that the US is contrasting 
Germany unfavorably with Poland. While criticizing Germany for its lackluster 
defense spending, the US administration seems keen to reward Poland for 
spending 2% of its GDP on defense – a target that all NATO members have pledged 
to meet (although few are currently doing so). And the Polish government’s own 
recent criticisms of German defense spending have reinforced this impression.

Yet talk of a Polish-German spat over defense is exaggerated. Although the US has 
announced plans to station another 1,000 troops in Poland, in addition to the 
4,500 it already has there, it is not clear whether the extra forces would be drawn 
from those currently stationed in Germany, or from the US. And even if the 
additional troops did come from Germany, this would hardly represent a major US 
strategic shift. Moreover, the Polish government itself has repeatedly stated that 
it doesn’t regard the American military presence in the country as a zero-sum-
issue vis-à-vis Germany or other European NATO allies.

At the same time, however, there is a deeper, more worrying reason why the issue 
of US troops in Poland has received so much political attention. Trump’s 
ambivalent – and often openly hostile – remarks about NATO have raised doubts 
about the credibility of US security commitments in Europe. And that uncertainty 
in turn has deepened political frictions inside the European Union and among 
European NATO allies.

Although these splits do not run neatly between Western and Eastern Europe, 
they do reflect two main regional differences.

The first divide is between countries that have a relatively relaxed view of the 
security challenge posed by Russia and those that see it as a major and immediate 
threat to their wellbeing. Ever since Germany shed the frontline status it had 
during the Cold War confrontation between East and West, it has regarded NATO 
primarily as a political tool rather than as an instrument for effective defense and 
out-of-area interventions. As such, German policymakers can afford to have a 
rather abstract view of US credibility that is mostly based on Trump’s statements 
and tweets. Indeed, there is much talk in Berlin these days about increasing 
“European strategic autonomy” vis-à-vis the US.

But today’s frontline states, including Poland, the Baltic countries, and Romania, 
do not have the luxury of thinking that way. Out of necessity, they measure 
American credibility first and foremost by what the Trump administration and the 
US military are doing on the ground. For these governments, the fact that the US is 
deploying troops and participating in military exercises in the region is much more 
relevant than Trump’s anti-NATO tweets.

European NATO allies also are divided regarding the role of nuclear weapons. 
Germany has hardly any interest in such issues, and even in Eastern European 
NATO member states, officials and academics seem to have little detailed 
knowledge about nuclear-weapons policy. The Baltic countries, for example, 
instead emphasize defense against hybrid or non-nuclear threats. As a high-
ranking Latvian foreign-policy official confided to me recently, if nuclear 
deterrence were NATO’s highest priority, his country could be occupied militarily 
long before preventing a nuclear escalation by Russia became relevant.

Instead, Eastern European NATO members see the presence of US nuclear 
weapons in Europe in political-strategic terms. What matters to them are not 
details about the weapons’ explosive yield, delivery systems, or locations, but 
simply the fact that they are there. For East Europeans, these arms underpin 
America’s political commitment to the continent’s security. Calls from German 
politicians, especially on the left, to remove these weapons are therefore likely 
to be greeted with hostility in Poland and Germany’s other eastern neighbors.

As Trump turns up the heat on burden-sharing and continues his attacks on NATO 
and individual allies, European divisions are likely to deepen. Europe’s 
governments must manage these conflicts while striving to make the continent 
more self-sufficient in security and defense. The really important question is 
whether and how they do this – and not whether a few hundred troops might be 
moved from Germany to Poland.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org

What Divides NATO?

By Marco Overhaus

Dear Father:

Hmmm, did I hear the chiefs at the Upper End of the Traditional 
Council saying that they are missing the Old Lady? Whoa! Wonders 
shall never end. No wonder our old people get their parable they say 
“you will never missed the well till the water runs dry.”  

But da whatin make them to be missing the Old Lady so soon now? Ehn, 
they used to call her wicked Old Lady?
Ah, Father, that it you seeing and hearing there so oo. They say it was 
not easy in their little room the other day. They say the Chiefs said 
they wanted the villagers to know that all the womanizing the 
Footballer is doing and the way he is running our village they are not 
part of it.

They say the chiefs were really vex oo not fun. They say the former 
Rooster-man was very angry he said “the boy” is not able to run this 
village.

Tell me something my son!
Oh Father, they say not one chief came to the Footballer’s defense. In 
fact, I heard they want to even jail his man who is responsible for the 
way we use our money in the village.

Da lie my son.
Oh, Father, the liar can say his witness is behind the river oo. But for 
this one, my witness is right here. The people say the man is a member 
of the tiny cabal that the Footballer can listen to-my name oo.
Um, the thing full everybody mouth oo-because of the way things are 
going, it not easy. The chiefs at the Traditional Council are all feeling 
the heat.

Can you imagine Father, they say not one person from the Footballer’s 
camp was willing and ready to defend him? The people say the 
Footballer can’t even call like the way the Old Lady used to call and 
listen to then to hear what they have to say about the issues 
concerning our highly forested village.

Hmmm, let leave stories ya, all that noise they are making by the time 
the Footballer call them and drop small, small thing here and there 
they will start to sing praises again.

By the way my son they say what happened at the Footballer’s camp 
the other day?
Hmmm, they say it was not easy there oo. They say the small boys 
units there turned on their own big people blaming them for lying to 
the Footballer and causing them to lose during the recent voting that 
took place in the Fiefdom to consider as their home and stronghold.
You joking my son!

Father, this one da na joke oo, they say my friend Jarto hide himself in 
a small room from when he was able to call the Blue Uniform people 
for help, but it was no better. They say da na small beating the 
children gave those guys as if they were the ones they were setting 
for.
I heard that one small boy who responsible for cleaning the town’s dirt 
gave that order oo.

Umm, Father for that one my mouth too heavy to talk it oo, because 
that they say myself hearing around here oo. My name oo. The way I 
living way behind God’s back before someone come set ambush for me 
oo.

This time before you talk plenty in this village you must know where 
you standing and what you depending on oo, because when the 
children unleashed their small boys units, you can never tell what will 
be left of you and your family.

Lord, you will never miss the 
well till the water runs dry
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     The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, established by 
constitutional provision and reorganized     by a 
mandatory acts of the National Legislature in 1911, 1945 
and 1951, provide administrative support and policy 
guidance necessary to enable the Secretary to execute 
the responsibilities placed on him by legislation and the 
President. The Foreign Service of the Republic of Liberia 
was established by the National Legislature to represent 
abroad the interests of the Republic of Liberia under the 
direction of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.  This service 
was reorganized by the Foreign Service Act of February 
16, 1951 (Foreign Service Manual, 2012).

         On the global level, let us look at the role of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or Home Office, it is difficult 
to find a state today that does not have, in addition to a 
diplomatic service, a ministry dedicated to directing and 
administering it. This is usually known as the ministry of 
foreign affairs or, for short, foreign ministry. It is easy to 
forget that this was not always the case and that the 
ministry came relatively late onto the scene.

        In fact, as commonly defined, its appearance in 
Europe post-dated the arrival of the resident diplomatic 
mission by between two and three centuries. To 
continue, this subject now begin by looking briefly at the 
origins and development of the foreign ministry, and 
then examine its different roles; these include staffing 
and supporting missions abroad, policy advice and 
implementation, policy coordination, dealing with 
foreign diplomats at home, and building domestic 
support.

       Until the sixteenth century, the individual states of 
Europe did not concentrate responsibility for foreign 
policy and the diplomatic machine in one administrative 
unit but allocated it between different, infant 
bureaucracies on a geographical basis. Some of these 
offices were also responsible for certain domestic 
matters. But this system began to change under the 
combined pressure of the multiplying international 
relationships and thickening networks of resident trend 

Analysis of the Impacts 
increased the possibilities of inconsistency in the 
formulation and execution of foreign policy.

        Foreign Ministry (2014) Annual report states that 
relations between Liberia and the United States continue 
to be cordial and rewarding.  The U.S. Government’s 
support to Liberia, as a country emerging from conflict, has 
been crucial in revitalizing the economy, strengthen good 
governance and the rule of law, rehabilitate 
infrastructure, enhance national security and the delivery 
of basic social services in the priority areas such as roads, 
electricity, health, education and other pro-growth 
initiatives within the framework of the country’s Poverty 
Reduction Strategy (PRS).

       As Liberia’s oldest and reliable partner, the United 
States also led the international efforts to end the armed 
conflict in Liberia through its financial support for the 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and the training 
of the military and security personnel of the country. 
Additionally, the US has committed $400m in bilateral debt 
relief for Liberia, which removed a tremendous burden on 
the country’s meager resources.

     As a consequence, Liberia is now recovering from its 
bitter past and entering into an era of economic and social 
renewal; a transition, which has been greatly aided by the 
support from the United States Government, the American 
Congress and the American people.  As a further 
manifestation of U.S. commitment to Liberia’s 
reconstruction, another $80m grant, provided in the Fiscal 
Year 2008/09 budget of the U.S. Government for USAID 
funded programs, was signed by the two countries (Foreign 
Ministry, 2012).

     The Ministry's annual report further said that in order to 
give concrete expression to the relationships between our 
two countries, the former President of the United States of 
America, George W. Bush, paid a one-day Official Visit to 
Liberia as part of his African tour on February 2 1 2008.  He 
was accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Laura Bush, Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice and other senior officials of the 
U.S. Government. Mr. Bush has become the 3rd U.S. 
President to visit Liberia, after Presidents Franklin D. 

Roosevelt (1943) and Jimmy Carter (1978). The Bush visit 
took place against the backdrop of the most cordial and 
friendly relationship that has ever developed between a 
Liberian leader and an American President (Foreign 
Ministry, 2012).

      The visit according to the Ministry also afforded both the 
President of the United States and his Liberian Counterpart, 
President Johnson Sirleaf, the opportunity to the exchange 
views on matters of mutual interests, including regional 
peace and security, bilateral cooperation and international 
terrorism, while the visit enable President Bush to see the 
progress that Liberia has made since the incumbency of as 
President of the Republic of Liberia. President Bush 
confirms Liberia’s position as a very strong ally of the United 
States and championed very strong support of the United 
States to Liberia’s national development agenda under its 
Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) (Foreign Ministry, 2012).

     Karpeh (2009) added that Liberia would not have 
received the worldwide benevolence it got during the last 
12 years, if not for apt diplomatic initiatives by the Foreign 
Ministry, and had serious negotiations not taken place 
sometimes long hours into the night, as perceptively as 
possible with grinding efforts, employing the tools of 
diplomacy for national advancement. Diplomacy has 
brought development to other nations for example as 
already enumerated and economic and trade values as seen 
in varied negotiations with bilateral and multilateral 
bodies, as the Liberian case illustrates, as well as increased 
economic and commercial activity. The revolutionary 
changes in the nature of relations between sovereign states 
and even non-state actors have changed the responsibilities 
of today’s diplomacy which is basically that of mediation 
and communication of international issues between 
countries, international system and the public(Foreign 
Ministry, 2012). 

      The development of instant communications and the 
advance of science and technology have increased the 
depth and scope of diplomacy in this contemporary world of 
civilization, especially with globalization and the 
emergence of new and powerful states on the world stage, 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons, conflict resolution, 
terrorism and bad governance (Foreign Ministry, 2012).  The 
necessity for a well-formulated dialogue in a modern world 
when relative certainties of a bipolar state system have 

Cont’d from page 10

TO BE CONT’D 
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the Republic of Liberia.
T h e  c o m m i t t e e  

recommends further that 
power theft  should be 
considered here as a crime and 
national  security cr ime 
because it damages the 
c o u n t r y ’ s  e c o n o m i c  
development.

Committee asserts that the 
crime is equal to economic 
sabotage, noting that it 
destroys lives and properties 
when illegal connections are 
done and cause fire outbreak 
at times.

Additionally, the Senate 
committee says power theft 
constitutes tampering with 
transmission distribution, and 
interfering with or improper 
use of electric meter, among 
others.  

It suggests that penalty 
shou ld  be  awarded  by  
c o m p e t e n t  c o u r t  o f  
jurisdiction based on the 
seriousnessof the offense, 
noting that reducing power 
theft  wi l l  b r ing  about  
economic development.

However, Senator Augustine 
Chea of Sinoe County made a 
motion that the bill be enacted 
into law and a vote was 
unanimously made to pass the 
bill into law.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

theft as a crime that 
sabotages the government.

As such, the committee 
indicates that the Power Theft 
Bill is meant to repeal Chapter 
6, Section 6.13 of the 2015 law 
of Liberia and to amend 
Chapter 15 of the Penal Law of 
Liberia by adding a new 

Section 15 .88.
According to the report, 

Section 6.13 of the 2015 
Electricity Law provides that 
theft of electricity is a 
criminal offense and anyone 
[ c u l p a b l e ]  s h o u l d  b e  
prosecuted under the laws of 

iberian Senate on 
Thursday, 29 August Lpassed into law the 

Power Theft Bill based on 
recommendation by the 
Senate’s committee on 
Lands,  Mines,  Natura l  
Resources and Environment 

to plenary.
T h e  c o m m i t t e e  

recommends that passage of 
the bill into law for economic 
development of the country.

The committee’s report 
says the 2015 Electricity Law 
didn’t criminalize power 

But the group, through its 
Project Chairman, Mr. George 
A. Young, has called for a swift 
intervention of President 
Weah, warning that they are 
prepared to embark on a 
protest to resist any wrongful 
dismissal of the current 
management. 

The workers mention that 
since the establishment of the 
project by the Unity Party 

ORUM SYD Liberia has 
provided grants to nine FC i v i l  S o c i e t y  

Organizations (CSOs) in three 
counties here as a way of 
supporting government’s Pro-
Poor Agenda through capacity 
building and contributing to 
under privileged Liberians, 
including women and youth.

The grants were signed 
under the theme: Sustainable 
Ownership Program Liberia on 
August 23, 2019 in Gbarnga, 
Bong County.

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony,  the  Program 
Manager of FORUM SYD Liberia 

Asa David Chon said the process 
is intended to buttress the 
efforts of CSOs in the Country.

According to him, CSOs over 
the years have developed and 
strengthened their presence in 
rural counties in Liberia 
through increased capacity 
building of rights-holders living 
under marginalized conditions.

Mr. Chon furthers that with 
the provision of the grant, the 
CSOs will reclaim their rights 
and participate in locally 

government, the management 
has been politically tolerant, 
even promoting members of 
the CDC while the party was 
still in opposition. 

They add that they have 
asked Rep. Seboe to launch an 
investigation into allegations 
that he has received about the 
group, but all their efforts have 
fallen on deaf ears.

owned initiatives and local 
development processes in their 
various counties of assignment.

He reveals that the grants 
provided to the CSOs are in two 
phases, naming them as  “C-
grants” and ‘Sub-grants”.

Speaking on behalf of the 
grantees, the Executive 
Director of the Women Care 
Initiative of Bomi County, 
Jennet O. Paye lauded FORUM 
SYD Liberia for providing grants 
for local CSOs in the Country.

Beneficiaries of the FORUM 
SYD Liberia grants were full of 
praises for the institutions in 

bettering their lives as COSs.
They have vowed to use the 

grants for  the purpose 
intended in their various 
communities in the Country.

“We will use the money 
given to us for its intended 
p u r p o s e .  W e  r e m a i n  
committed to doing all that we 
can to make our County and our 
r e s p e c t i v e  j o b s  
better,”LasanahDuclay, CODRA 
Boss says.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley
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communities. 
The group states that its 

decision to call on President 
Weah, foreign missions and 
stakeholders is due to alleged 
plans and visible actions by 
Representative Seboe and 
officials of the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports to remove 
their leaders from their 
respective positions on party 
line. 

At the re-launch of District 
#16 scholarship scheme at the 

Town Hall in New Kru Town on 
Monday, 26 August, Rep. Dixon 
indicated that he wants the 
Beaches and Waterways 
Project Management dismissed 
for their action to hold a 
program on the day of the 
Montserrado County and 
District #15 by-elections. 

According to him, the 
m a n a g e m e n t ’ s  a c t i o n  
prevented partisans working 
on the project from voting for 
the CDC candidates. 

e a c h e s  a n d  
Waterways workers Bare calling for the 

intervention of President 
George Manneh Weah and 
Foreign Missions here over an 
alleged “devilish” plan by 
s o m e  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
hierarchies and Monstserrado 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 1 6  
Representative Dixon Seboe 
to remove their leaders from 
the project. 

In a statement issued in 
the Borough of New Kru Town, 
the group under the banner 
“Reclaiming Liberia Beaches 
and Waterways” discloses 
that they and their leaders 
were recruited from slum 
c o m m u n i t i e s  b y  t h e  
administration of former 
President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, to clean beaches and 
waterways in Monrovia and 
its environs. 

The Reclaiming Liberia’s 
Beaches and Waterways is a 
project created by central 
government during the 
previous regime under the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
as a way of providing jobs for 
young people and residents of 
Banjor, Hotel Africa, New Kru 
Town, West Point, PHP, 
Sinkor, Congo Town and ELWA 

Waterways workers crave Weah’s intervention

Senate passes Power Theft Bill 
By Ethel A. Tweh

By Joseph Titus Yekeryan in Bong

FORUM SYD gives 
grants to CSOs in Bong
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development funds between 
Margibi and Montserrado 
counties as stipulated in the 
Act exclusively setting aside 
Firestone Liberia land rental 
as social development fund 
for both counties.

He wants this to be 
effected in the FY2019/2020 
draft national budget and to 
subsequently restitute the 
difference from all other 
fiscal periods, pending the 
passage of the Act. 

Representatives Jones has 
wr i t ten  the  House  o f  

Representatives, drawing its 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  a l l e g e d  
continuous violation of the Act 
exclusively setting aside the 
Firestone land rental as social 
development fund for Margibi 
and Montserrado counties, as 
e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  5 3 r d  
Legislature in 2013, relative to 
t h e  f u l l  b u d g e t a r y  
appropriation under the 
c o m p a n y ’ s  s o c i a l  
responsibilities.

He says evidence available 
indicates the 2018/2019 fiscal 
budget captured Twenty-five 
Thousand dollars for Margibi 
and nothing for Montserrado 
County, while the 2019/2020 
draft nation budget also shows 
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
US$50,000 for Margibi County 
and nothing for Montserrado 
County, which according to 
him, clearly contravenes the 
Act.

He cites Section 19 of the 
Act ratifying the Amended and 
R e s t a t e d  C o n c e s s i o n  
Agreement between the 
Republic of Liberia and 
Firestone Liberia INC, which in 
summary says, ‘’Firestone 
Liberia shall pay annually to 
government during each 
ca l enda r  yea r  t h rough  
December 31, 2014, a surface 
rental equal to US$ 2.00 per 
acre for a total of Two Hundred 

a r g i b i  C o u n t y  
d i s t r i c t  # 2  MRepresentative Ivar 

K. Jones craves  the 
indulgence of the House of 
Representatives to mandate 
the joint Committees on 
Ways, Means, Finance and 
Public Accounts to fully 
implement appropriation of 
the Two Hundred Thirty-
Seven Thousand,  N ine  
Hundred, Eighty United 
S t a t e s  D o l l a r s  
(US$237,980.00)  soc ia l  

ontserrado County 
D i s t r i c t  #  7  MRep re sen ta t i ve  

Solomon C. George calls for 
reshuffle in government, if 
President George M. Weah 
should.

He says reshuffle of key 
government officials would 
help to bring sanity and 
address the current economic 
situation as well as put 
government on the right path 
eventually.

Representative George 
made the call late Monday, 
August 26, on state radio 
ELBC in Paynesville outside 
Monrovia. 

 “If this government must 
succeed, some people need 
to get on the bench, not 
everyone can play despite 
your being on the team”, he 
infers. 

The rul ing Coalit ion 
lawmaker attributes lack of 
trust, and tiredness of 
officials to the ruling party 
lost of the July 29, senatorial 
by-election in Montserrado 
County.

When asked to evaluate 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  
performance, he says the 

saying, “You can’t have the 
people voting for you and at 
the same time refusing to 
listen to them; these are 
contributing factors that 
caused this party to loss the 
recent by-election.

“We got the bloody nose in 
the by-election because we 
neglected our people, and only 
few individuals are still 
working with the people.”

He names CDC Chairman 
MulbahMorlu, Monrovia City 
Mayor Jefferson T. Koijee, 
Deputy Finance Minister 

government is performing 
both negatively and positively.

Rep. George notes that 
President Weah knows some of 
his officials need to step down 
to give the right people 
chance, adding that because 
of ill-performance and mal-
administrative management  
they should leave.

He says the Coalition-led 
government should treat the 
Liberian people with respect, 

S a m o r a Wo l o k o l l i e ,  a n d  
Nat ional  Port  Author ity  
Manag i ng  D i r e c to r  B i l l  
Twehway, among others as 
officials who are still working 
with the Liberian people, while 
others have turned their back.

“The Liberian people went 
in their various closets, 
because they were neglected 
by this government; having 
won election, government 
feels complacent thinking that 
all is well, but they have 
forgotten that the power that 
they enjoy today came from 
the people”, he reminds.

He also wants President 
Weah to revive the spirit of the 
ruling Coalition, noting that 
there is a need to re-
collaborate as a party, as it is 
too early to fall apart. “If we 
can’t find a solution among 
ourselves, we should find a 
solution among our people that 

put us in power.”
Rep. George says the CDC 

goes to election today, in 
M o n t s e r r a d o  e l e c t o r a l  
district#15 and many of 
officials will be there, saying “I 
can even bet some officials, 
including Ministers in this 
government don’t even have 
voter’s card; if the President 
just called all of them to check 
NEC Rooster, most of them will 
fail.”

In an analogy, he wonders 
how could a man sleep with a 
woman at night, and doesn’t 
want to identify with her in the 
day, claiming, “Some of these 
guys who are in key positions 
are ashamed to identify with 
us, and they’ve forgotten to 
know the CDC is a people-
driven party.”

According to him, President 
Weah made a huge mistake by 
appointing people in key 
positions, who are ashamed to 
identifying with him. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

More headline news   More headline news

Thirty-Seven Thousand, Nine 
Hundred Eighty United States 
Dollars ($237,980.00 USD). In 
addition, all surface rentals 
shall be payable annually in 
advance on or before January 

15 of the year for which 
payment is being made to the 
Minister of Finance of Liberia or 
as the government may 
otherwise direct by notice.” -
Editing by Jonathan Browne 

Reshuffle the government
-CDC lawmaker 

By Lewis S. Teh 

Margibi Lawmaker fights for social fund        
By Bridgett Milton

ith all hands on 
desk, pipe borne 
water via all 36 W

transmission lines in Monrovia 
and parts adjacent is shortly in 

the capital. 
Liberia Water and Sewer 

Corporation Managing Director 
Duannah A. Kamara, and his 
team of engineers are currently 
working around the clock to 
restore the ruptured 36-inch 
transmission line. 

The line got ruptured 

recently, affecting water 
supply to most parts of 
Monrovia and its environs.

Director Kamara says work 
completion is only a couple of 
days away, saying he has 
instructed his men to give the 
exercise a top priority.

"We have assured our 

President that water is 
returning soon, let's work to 
ensure that gentlemen ", he 
told engineers recently during 
a field trip. 

Meanwhile, the LWSC says 
unhindered water supply via its 
16-inch transmission line, 
supplying Bushrod Island and 

LWSC to restore water 
supply soon adjacent

Representative Solomon C. GeorgeRepresentative Solomon C. George

Representative Ivar K. Jones Representative Ivar K. Jones 
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ont  eu  des  d i f f i cu l té s  
àretrouver leurs noms et leurs 
photos ont été aussitôt pris en 
charge. 

La plupart desélecteurs sont 
répartis satisfaits. Ils ontsalué 
le déroulement de l’élection 
dans le calme. 

 Le district 15 à assistéces 
d e r n i e r s  t e m p s  à  u n e  
recrudescence de la violence, 
d’où le déploiement maximal 
des forces de l’ordre pour 

a reprise partielle de 
l’élection législative Lpartielle du district 

15 du comté de Montserrado 
s’est déroulée dans le calme, 
en dépit des quelques foyers 
de tension vite maitrisés par 
les forces de l’ordre et de 
sécurité déployées dans le 
district.

Abu Kamara, candidat de 
l a  C o a l i t i o n  p o u r  l e  
changement démocratique 
(CDC au pouvoir), et Telia 
U r e y  ( o p p o s i t i o n )  s e  
disputent le siège législatif 
du district.Cette élection 
partielle a été provoquée par 
le  décès  t rag ique  du  
r e p r é s e n t a n t  A d o l p h  
Lawrence dans un accident 
de voiture cette année.

Mme Urey avait déposé 
une plainte à la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC), 
dénonçant des irrégularités 
et des fraudes. La publication 
des résultats de six centres de 
v o t e  a v a i t  a i n s i  é t é  
s u s p e n d u e  l e  t e m p s  
d’examiner la plainte.Après 
examen, la Commission 
électorale avait décidé de la 
reprise partielle du scrutin 
dans les six circonscriptions 
qui faisaient l’objet de 

dissuader toute velléité 
malsaine. À noter que la 
candidate de l'opposition, Mme 
Telia Urey et ses partisans, 
avaientété la cible d’une 
attaque menée par  les  
partisans de la Coalitionau 
pouvoir.

La récente convocation des 
responsables des différents 
corps de sécurité par le sénat à 
la demande de certains 
sénateurs a eu pour effet 
ledéploiementau maximum des 
agentsde sécurité dans le 
district à tension politique afin 
de dissuader de nouvelles 
violences après que la police 
eut initialement échoué à 
contenir les attaques violentes 
dans le district.

 On a vu des responsables de 
la LNP effectuer des patrouilles 
dans le district pour assurer la 
sécurité.

 Dans le même temps, 
JurahSanre, ministre adjointe 
de  l ' I n fo rmat ion  et  de  
l'Administration, a appelé les 
partisans des deux candidats au 
calmeet à faire en sorte que le 
processus électoral soit exempt 
de toute violence.

Dès la fermeture des 
bureaux de vote, les stations de 
radio locales ont commencé à 
annoncer des résultats non 
officiels.

contentieux. L’élection a donc 
eu lieu ce mercredi 28 août 
sous haute surveillance des 
forces de l’ordre et de sécurité 
massivement déployés.

Les bureaux de vote ont été 
ouverts à 8 heures le mercredi 
et fermés à 18 heures.Des 
centaines d'électeurs qualifiés 
sont venus dans leurs centres 
respectifs pour voter.

Un groupe international de 
chercheurs a découvert un 
crâne d’australopithèque 
dans un état de conservation 
exceptionnel. Déniché dans la 
régio de l’Afar en Éthiopie, 
qui nous avait déjà offert 
Lucy, à 55 kilomètres de là, ce 
nouveau  fos s i l e  rebat  
q u e l q u e s  c a r t e s  d a n s  
l’histoire de l’humanité.

Le maxillaire, les lobes 

millions d’années a été rendue 
possible par l’analyse des 
minéraux présents dans les 
couches de roches volcaniques 
qui se trouvaient dans la zone 
de fouilles. En combinant les 
observations faites sur le 
terrain avec l'étude des 
v e s t i g e s  b i o l o g i q u e s  
microscopiques trouvés dans la 
région, les chercheurs ont 
également été en mesure de 
reconstituer le paysage et la 
végétation de l'époque.

Le crâne fossile a en effet 
été trouvé parmi les dépôts 
sableux d'une région où une 
ancienne rivière a pénétré 
dans un lac aujourd'hui 
disparu. Les mouvements 
tectoniques de la vallée du Rift 
éthiopien ont ensuite conduit 
au cours des millénaires à la 
naissance des plaines qui 
caractérisent la région de 

Les forces de l’ordre 
demandaient poliment aux 
électeurs qui se sont acquittés 
de leur devoir de quitter les 
lieux et de retourner à la 
maison afin d’éviter toute 
confusion.

De son côté, la Commission 
électorale à pris toutes les 
mesures pour permettre à tous 
les électeurs de voter. Ceux qui 

frontaux et pariétaux, la fosse 
nasale, les orbites … tout est 
i n c r o y a b l e m e n t  b i e n  
conservé, malgré 3,8 millions 
d’années passées sous terre. 
Ce fossile est celui d’un 
AustralopithecusAnamensis, 
l’espèce la plus ancienne de 
ce genre.

On estimait jusqu’alors 
qu’ils avaient vécu il y a entre 
4,2 et 3,9 millions d’années. 

l'Afar. Les scientifiques ont 
également découvert des 
grains de pollen fossile et des 
restes de plantes et d’algues. 
Ils en ont déduit que le lac était 
entouré de zones boisées, d’un 
ba s s i n  e s s en t i e l l emen t  
asséché et probablement salé 
à certaines périodes.

Tous ces éléments mis bout 
à bout permettent de mieux 
comprendre les évolutions 
d ’e spèces  qu i  se  son t  
s u c c é d é e s  c h e z  l e s  
australopithèques et à partir 
de quand les branches se sont 
séparées pour former le genre 
Homo, le nôtre. On a ainsi 
longtemps pensé qu’Afarensis 
a été l’un des ancêtres 
d’Homo, mais cette hypothèse 
est aujourd’hui minoritaire : 
les paléoanthropologues 
estiment désormais qu’elles se 
sont séparées auparavant.

Cette découverte rajeunit 
donc cette espèce de 100 000 
ans. C’est peu sur cette 
échelle de temps, mais ce 
n’est pas anodin. Entre temps 
est en effet apparue une autre 
espèce d’australopithèque : 
afarensis, dont Lucy est la 
représentante la plus célèbre.

Ce nouveau spécimen 
implique donc que les deux 
e s p è c e s  o n t  é t é  
contemporaines pendant au 
moins quelques dizaines de 
milliers d’années, alors que les 
sc ient i f iques  pensa ient  
jusqu’alors que l’une avait 
succédé à l’autre.

C ’ e s t  d ’ a u t a n t  p l u s  
intéressant que le très bon état 
de conservation du crâne a 
permis de reconstituer le 
visage de cet individu en image 
de synthèses. On s’aperçoit 
ainsi qu’il partage quelques 
traits avec afarensis, mais 
également avec d’autres 
groupes humains plus anciens 
e t  p r i m i t i f s  c o m m e  
A r d i p i t h e c u s  e t  
Sahelanthropus.

Une datat ion  rendue 
possible par des minéraux 
présents dans le sol

Cette datation de 3,8 
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Une forte mobilisation à la reprise 
partielle de l’élection législative partielle 

Éthiopie : découverte du plus vieux 
crâne fossile d’australopithèque
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ÉRUSALEM – S’il est quelque chose de sacré 
pour les Américains, c’est bien la JConstitution des États-Unis, texte fondateur 

et véritable code source du pays. Or, l’une des 
composantes clés du texte, le premier 
amendement, est actuellement mis à mal par un 
virus agressif lancé depuis l’intérieur de la 
Maison-Blanche.

En 1802, le troisième président des États-Unis 
Thomas Jefferson écrit « la religion est une 
question qui se situe seulement entre l’homme 
et son dieu ». Venu apporter des garanties à un 
groupe de croyants baptistes inquiets pour leur 
liberté religieuse, le président insiste sur le fait 
que les clauses d’établissement et de libre 
exercice énoncées dans le premier amendement 
érigent « un mur de séparation entre l’Église et 
l’État ». Ce mur se fissure gravement 
aujourd’hui, sous les coups de masse des deux 
plus récents successeurs de Jefferson que sont 
Barack Obama et Donald Trump.

Il est étrange – et inquiétant – pour les juifs de 
voir les présidents américains établir une forme 
de distinction entre « bons » et « mauvais » juifs. 
La question de savoir « qui est juif » anime depuis 
longtemps les débats politiques en Israël, dont la 
loi du retour accorde la citoyenneté aux juifs qui 
immigrent vers le pays. Les convictions 
personnelles n’ont cependant pas leur place dans 
cette discussion. Il est inacceptable que la foi 
fasse aujourd’hui l’objet d’une analyse sous le 
microscope américain, qui ne saurait être 
justifiée par les intentions bienveillantes ou non 
des responsables américains à l’égard du peuple 
juif.

L’agenda progressiste d’Obama correspondait 
parfaitement à celui des juifs libéraux. En 2011, 
dans les coulisses de la conférence biennale de 
l’Union pour le judaïsme réformé, le président 
lance sur le ton de la plaisanterie : « J’ai entendu 
que le Parti démocrate se définissait comme le 
judaïsme réformé, sans les jours saints. Cela fait 
de moi un juif réformé ». L’élasticité et le 
caractère inclusif de cette dénomination – que 
l’on appelle l’hospitalité audacieuse – feront de 
ses partisans les alliés naturels d’un président à 
la vision du monde universaliste. Les principes 
centraux du judaïsme réformé, selon lesquels 
tous les êtres humains sont « créés à l’image de 
Dieu », et sont « les partenaires de Dieu dans 
l’amélioration du monde » (tikkun olam) 
s’inscriront pleinement en phase avec l’agenda 
de l’administration Obama.

Israël ne l’apprendra que par la suite. En 2013, 
après quatre ans de dissensions avec le 
gouvernement du Premier ministre Benyamin 
Netanyahou et sa ligne dure, Obama effectue sa 
première visite présidentielle en Israël. Vantant 
les vertus du tikkun olam à Jérusalem, il 
déclarera en public : « Le droit des Palestiniens à 
disposer d’eux même, leur droit à la justice, doit 
également être reconnu ».

Tel une pierre jetée, cet appel dévalera 
bruyamment une crevasse de plus en plus 
profonde entre d’un côté l’Amérique – y compris 
les quelque 75 % de juifs américains alors 
soutiens d’Obama – et de l’autre Israël. Les 
remarques ultérieures du président américain en 
célébration du Mois de l’héritage juif américain, 
en 2015, donneront sans équivoque à ses 

détracteurs israéliens l’impression d’être aux yeux 
d’Obama des juifs de sous-catégorie. « Les droits 
du peuple juif m’obligent à penser à cet enfant 
palestinien de Ramallah, pris au piège d’une 
absence d’opportunités. Voilà ce que m’enseignent 
les valeurs juives », expliquera-t-il.

Plus récemment, l’ingérence flagrante de Trump 
dans les affaires du judaïsme ébranle 
profondément la communauté juive américaine. 
Influencé par un proche entourage de croyants juifs 
orthodoxes et chrétiens évangéliques, le président 
américain a adopté une vision scripturale du 
peuple juif et de l’État d’Israël, dans laquelle les 
deux concepts sont régulièrement confondus. Ce 
mois-ci, Trump a tweeté ses remerciements à 
Wayne Allyn Root, un « chrétien évangélique 
devenu juif » autoproclamé, qui l’avait qualifié de 
« plus grand président pour les juifs et Israël dans 
l’histoire humaine ».

Pour Trump, l’aspect essentiel du judaïsme réside 
dans l’exécution du droit biblique de propriété du 
peuple juif sur la terre d’Israël. Sentant dans son 
dos le souffle d’une base électorale conservatrice 
religieuse, le président américain a officiellement 
reconnu Jérusalem comme la capitale moderne 
d’Israël, et le plateau du Golan comme « partie 
intégrante de l’État d’Israël ». Trump met en avant 
ces démarches, entre autres, pour se prémunir 
contre toute accusation d’antisémitisme. Son 
affirmation selon laquelle Israël et les juifs n’ont 
jamais eu meilleur ami à leurs côtés a même reçu le 
soutien du propre fils de Netanyahou.

« Elle déteste Israël et le peuple juif », a plus 
récemment tweeté Trump en ciblant Rashida Tlaib, 
membre démocrate de la Chambre des 
représentants pour le Michigan. Après avoir déclaré 
que celle-ci et trois autres membres femmes du 
Congrès (le « Squad », comme les appelle le 
président) constituaient le « nouveau visage du 
Parti démocrate », Trump a poursuivi en laissant 
entendre que les juifs privilégiés par Obama 
étaient en quelque sorte plus mauvais que les 
autres. « Si vous envisagez de voter démocrate », 
déclarait Trump le lendemain, « c’est que vous 
n’êtes pas loyal envers le peuple juif et Israël ».

La situation est en passe d’échapper à tout 
contrôle. Décerner le statut de « bons juifs » – 
comme d’ailleurs celui de « bons chrétiens » ou de « 
bons musulmans » – à tel ou tel segment de 
l’électorat n’a rien à voir avec la mission d’un 
président des États-Unis. Cette propension se 
révèle d’autant plus offensante lorsque ce statut 
est réservé exclusivement à certains alliés 
politiques de la Maison-Blanche. Constat tout aussi 
dérangeant, Républicains et Démocrates ont 
tendance à ne condamner l’antisémitisme que 
lorsqu’il émane de l’autre parti, révélant leur 
propre apathie cynique autour d’un fléau vieux 
comme les âges.

Cet usage du judaïsme comme d’une arme met à 
mal les États-Unis, Israël et le peuple juif. Il vient 
dissoudre les liens – E pluribus unum (« de la 
diversité dans l’unité ») – qui unifient l’Amérique, 
rendant impossible pour le pays de gagner la 
confiance de partenaires internationaux. Il menace 
le soutien bipartisan crucial des États-Unis à 
l’égard d’Israël, compromettant ainsi la sécurité et 
la prospérité de l’État juif. Il sème enfin la division 
et la discorde parmi les juifs eux-mêmes.
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e gouvernement du 
Libéria, avec l'appui du LProgramme des Nations 

Unies pour le développement 
(PNUD), annonce un dialogue 
de trois jours sur l'état actuel 
de l'économie.
Lors d'une conférence de 
presse tenue le mercredi 28 
août à Monrovia, le président 
du Dialogue économique 
national, l'ancien ministre 
des Affaires étrangères, M. 
TogaGayewea McIntosh, a 
indiquéqu’il seraitquestion 
de débattre des défis 
m a c r o é c o n o m i q u e s  
structurels auxquels le 
Libéria est confronté.« Ces 
défis ont non seulement 
f r e i n é  l ’ é c o n o m i e  
l i b é r i e n n e ,  m a i s  o n t  
également fait peser des 
risques considérables sur la 
survie même du peuple 
libérien et de la nation » a-t-
il fait observer.
Économistede son état, M. 
Toga a déclaré que ces défis 
o n t  e n t r a î n é  u n  
r a l en t i s s emen t  de  l a  
croissance économique, la 
hausse des prix des produits 
de base,l’augmentation 
régulière du volume des 
déficits de la balance des 
paiements du Libéria, la 
dépréciation interminable 
de la monnaie libérienneet 
lesdifficultés croissantes 
pour combler l'écart entre 
recettes et dépenses dans le 
budget national.
Sous l’administration Weah, 
l’économie connaît une 
situation catastrophique 
ca rac té r i s ée  pa r  une  
hyperinflation, un taux de 
change élevé et des prix 
exorbitants.
M. McIntosh a rappelé qu'il y 
a plus de huit semaines, le 
président George Weah a 
appelé à un dialogue national 
sur l'économie afin de 
relever les défis auxquels 
nous sommes confrontés.
Il a indiqué qu'en réponse à 
cet appel, le PNUD, àla suite 
d’une demande formuléepar 
gouvernement, a décidé de 
dir igerle dialogue, en 
collaboration avec les 
p a r t e n a i r e s  a u  
développement.
« À ce jour, le gouvernement 
et les partenaires ont créé un 
secrétariat du dialogue 
national indépendant chargé 
d'organiser le dialogue 
économique national. »
Selon M. McIntosh, l’objectif 
du Dialogue économique 

national (NED) est de 
renforcer la gouvernance 
économique transparente, 
participative et responsable, 
notamment : a) en stimulant 
un large débat national sur 
l ’ é ta t  e t  l e  s o r t  de  
l’économie libérienne ; et b) 
collectivement, trouver des 
moyens de placer le Libéria 
sur la voie d'une reprise et 
d ' u n e  c r o i s s a n c e  
économiques rapides.
 Le dialogue est prévu pour 
avoir lieu en septembre. « 
Nous savons tous que trois 
jours ne suffisent pas pour 
traiter de manière adéquate 
les défis de développement 
structurel qui nous assaillent 
jour après jour, mais le 
dialogue est un début. Le 
p r o c h a i n  d i a l o g u e  
économique national devrait 
r éun i r  au  mo i n s  2 50  
participants issus de toutes 
les régions du Libéria. Ils 
viendront du secteur privé, 
des partis politiques, des 
syndicats, des universités, 
des rangs d’étudiants, des 
groupes de femmes et de 
jeunes, des communautés 
rel ig ieuses,  des chefs 
traditionnels, des groupes de 
personnes handicapées et 
défavorisées, des médias, 
des organisations de la 
société civile et de nos 
p a r t e n a i r e s  a u  
d é v e l o p p e m e n t .  L e s  
discussions doivent être 
centrées autour de quatre 
domaines  thémat iques  
urgents. "
Il a cité la mobilisation et la 
g e s t i o n  d e s  f i n a n c e s  
publiques, la promotion des 
invest i s sements  et  la  
croissance du secteur privé, 
le chômage des jeunes et le 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  d e s  
compétences, ainsi que la 
paix et la réconciliation pour 
une croissance économique 
soutenue.
« Au terme de ces trois jours, 
nous avons l'intention de 
parvenir à un consensus 
national sur un ensemble de 
mesures, stratégies et 
programmes pol it iques 
réalisables à court et à 
moyen terme et sur une 
feuille de route assortie de 
délais visant à renforcer : a) 
la reprise économique rapide 
;  b )  l a  c r o i s s a n c e  
économique inclusive et 
soutenue au Libéria ; et (c) la 
paix et la réconciliation », 
aexpliqué le Dr McIntosh.
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L’Amérique n’a pas besoin 
d’un président rabbin

Par Shalom Lipner

Dr. McIntosh présidera 
le dialogue économique
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n most cases, they are restricted to reside in s studio 
which contains a single room while the issue of m Imonthly payment of bills has been problematic due to 

lack of appropriation in the salary of these officers.  
Besides, there is no allocation for b benefit for officers' 
children either wife including medical or insurance, as 
these officers are left to endure on their monthly salary. 
The lack of appropriate benefit and encouraged salary for 
Foreign Services Officers are d direct result for the level of 
productivity at these diplomatic missions.

       In order for these officers to meet up with bills 
payment, some of them in most instances engaged into 
corruption practices such as temporary of consular fees 
generated from the issuances of visas and other 
importance documents.   While other major problems for 
these officers assigned to these tasks in most of the 
diplomatic missions abroad and embassies are 
unproductive, not innovative and insufficient, but they 
are given the responsibility (Foreign Service Manual, 
2012). This unpleasant situation, according to F foreign 
Ministry annual report (2014) has been occasioned by 
inadequate budgetary support of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ over the years as a result of budget shortfall or the 
global economic meltdown. This problem of inadequate 
funding of foreign missions has been affecting diplomats 
and their family members as well as the smooth running 
and effective performance of these missions abroad.

         According to Waltz (2 007) it is expected that states 
tend to emulate the successful policies of others, and thus 
balances recurrently keep forming. This is still the reality 
of the international order, as states continuously compete 
against each other, in the absence of a central world 
government. In this reality, the United Nations, and 
namely its Security Council (SC), was founded in 1945 on 
the principle theory of balance of power. This was the only 
way to make international cooperation possible after the 
devastating two World Wars. The balance is based on the 
veto-power of the five permanent members of the council 
(France, The United Kingdom, The United States, China, 
and S soviet Union).

        Karpeh (2009) has explained that few years back, 
what was termed “the hopeless country or failed state”, 
under this current administration is now unquestionably 
becoming the country of hope and opportunities, with 
high expectations that strong growth rates will translate 
into the creation of jobs, income, security and irreversible 
human-development gains as well as food security with 
emphasis on decentralized system of quality education. 
That many of these hopes, as a result of the aggressive 
foreign policy of the Johnson Sirleaf’s government, 
actually seems attainable, shows how far the country and 
its citizenry have reached and made a positive change. 
Hope, however, is not enough in the absence of massive 
job creation and the empowerment of the largest sector 
of the country, particularly the youthful generation.

       Sirleaf (2006) retained that Liberia would no longer 
be used for insurgency and that the country will 
strengthen its ties with countries of the world, especially 
neighboring countries. She also added that her 
administration would work immensely to change Liberia’s 
status from a failed state to a nation full of opportunities 
and respect. This administration was aimed at cultivating 
the cordial and unique friendly relationships with those 
governments, regional and continent bodies and members 
of the international community and, shall endeavor to 
identify ourselves most intimately with them in making 
practical the free speech, freedom from fear and would 
champion equal rights and create jobs and restoring 
smiles on the faces of the disadvantaged.
     According to the Foreign Affairs annual reports, (MOFA, 
2015 the Sirleaf's administration commitment gave rise to 
the nation’s foreign policy objectives, with massive 
dividends including the waiver of all of Liberia’s debts by 
dozens of countries and international organizations and 
institutions including the Paris Club.

      Karpeh (2010) publication, explained that President 
Sirleaf’s commitment has played a major role in the focus 
of the nation’s foreign policy and international relations 
and the benefits which include massive debts waivers, 
international goodwill, developmental programs, and 
constructions of public facilities across the country. These 
core issues are linked to general domestic policy for their 
pursuit is dependent not only on Liberia’s international 
relations with her neighbors and countries which Liberia 
maintained its diplomatic ties with, but also Liberia’s 
internal political stability and security, where there can be 
law and order, freedom of speech and press and 
opportunity for all without discrimination or bigotry.

    Guanue  (2012) revealed that in the field of 
international relations, each country is freed to advance 
its national interests and of great significance is the fact 
that the current Liberian Government is pursuing her own 
interests through an economic and development 
diplomacy, aimed at securing much-needed strategic 
partnerships in support of Liberia's post-war 
reconstruction and development initiatives, thus setting 
forth its foreign policy and domestic agenda.
  The primary objective of Liberia's foreign policy 
orientation is to secure the national interests through the 
forging and maintenance of closer and stronger ties of 
friendship and economic partnership with traditional 
allies and friends, as well as the opening of new avenues of 
engagement and mutual solidarity with other states 
(Foreign Ministry, 2006). The new foreign policy 
orientation consists of a firm recommitment to the 
principles and ideals of the United Nations, the African 
Union, ECOWAS and the Mano River Union, stressing that 
Liberia reaffirms her absolute adherence to the rules of 
international law, the principles of peaceful coexistence, 
non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations, 
respect for the sovereign and equality of all States 
(Foreign Ministry, 2006). 

    Liberia’s Foreign Policy is firmly rooted in its political 
ideology of liberalism and democracy. Generally speaking, 
the guiding principles of Liberia’s foreign policy has been 
the maintenance of national security and the preservation 
of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the country, 
the promotion of peace and harmony based on the 
principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of 
other states, and unity in the international 
community(Foreign Ministry, 2006). 
         According to the Foreign Ministry, the fundamental 
thrust of Liberia’s foreign policy objective before the mid-
1960s was predominantly the maintenance of national 
independence, due to threats posed by colonial powers to 
the Lone Star of freedom and Liberia’s support to 
independence movements in Africa. The foreign policy 
objective, with successes of the independence and anti-
apartheid struggle was devoted to economic, social and 
political development.
        This include the rehabilitation  and paved roads in 
Monrovia and these roads are main streets in all parts of 
Monrovia and the famous Roberts field – Monrovia highway 
has been reconditioned while other new roads have been 
constructed and paved. Also the construction of Belle 
Yallah Road, the Cotton Tree to Buchanan Road and 
replacement of the collapsed Vai Town Bridge (Old Bridge), 
the construction of George Walker Bush Bridge in 
Barclayville, Grand Kru County are some of the 

development.  Others are pavement of Red Light to Ganta, 
Gbarnga and Fish Town to Harper.

         Health Ministry (2015) annual report noted that 
some of the visible achievements in the area of health 
include the Telewoyan Hospital in Voinjama,  Lofa County, 
the Jackson Fiah Doe Referral Hospital in Tappita,  Nimba 
County and the Japanese-Liberia Friendship Maternity 
Ward in Monrovia portrayed a boost  including  some of the 
most advanced medical equipment, while the JFK Medical 
Center is fast approaching pre-war status in terms of 
quality service and referral facilities. The A.M. Dogliotti 
College of Medicine in Congo Town has been renovated and 
facilities expanded while 50-bed room Fish Town Hospital 
in River Gee County has been completed, doubling health 
facilities in the country with improved access to health 
care.

         The development of any nation depends on the 
necessary educational policy coupled with the trained 
manpower to achieve any projected development as well 
as brace pending challenges. No nation can develop in the 
absence of education. The engineers, architects, political 
scientists, diplomats, journalists, accountants, 
economists, educators and all of those who are responsible 
to building a vibrant society are all products of education.  
This is why education remains the highest priority to all 
Liberian administrations. As a result, over 300 schools have 
been constructed across the country with 1.3 million 
students in pre-primary and primary schools (Ministry of 
Education, 2015 annual report).

         Other areas of impact of Liberia’s foreign policy 
include the restoring basic social services such as small 
light, water and waste disposal to Monrovia for the first 
time in decades while Cross Border West African Power 
Pool (WAPP) Project has provided electricity to bordering 
towns, cities and communities in Maryland, Grand Gedeh, 
and Nimba Counties.

         Before 2006, Liberia was faced with a staggering 
US$4.9 billion debt, this was more than seven times our 
national income and almost 20 times what we received as 
aid from the international community but through the 
efforts of former administration’s foreign policy 
formulation and implementation, the country is virtually 
debt-free . Practically, the nation has won back its 
reputation, and regained its financial independence 
(Foreign Ministry, 2006). The nation’s foreign policy 
continues to play a major role in the focus of the nation’s 
foreign policy and international relations and the benefits 
which include massive debts waiver, international 
goodwill, developmental programs, construction of public 
facilities across the country and the presence of 
diplomatic missions in the country catalogued a unique 
political attitude, essentially directed to a foreign policy 
affinity with Freedom of Fears’ torch-bearers.

         Liberia has pursuit a foreign policy based on the 
principles of sovereignty, equality and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other states, the cultivation of 
friendly ties with member states of the international 
community and the settlement of disputes through 
dialogue and negotiations. The primary objective of 
Liberia's foreign policy orientation is to secure the national 
interests through the forging and maintenance of closer 
and stronger ties of friendship and economic partnership 
with traditional allies and friends, as well as the opening of 
new avenues of engagement and mutual solidarity with 
other states (Foreign Ministry, 2006).

       Chapter 20 of the New Executive Law, which created 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, authorizes it as the 
principle institution of the Government solely responsible 
for the formation and implementation of the foreign policy 
of the Government of Liberia under the direction and 
guidance of the President of Liberia. In this connection, 
the Ministry initiates actions to promote beneficial 
intercourse between Liberia and other nations of the 
international Community, protects the rights and interests 
of Liberia throughout the World and oversees the conduct 
of the Liberian Foreign Service Officers. To accomplish its 
tasks, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs operates through two 
basic machineries , namely the Home or Central Office and 
the Foreign Service (Foreign Service Manual, 2012).
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n abrupt downward 
adjustment in Civil AServants’ monthly 

salary here has kept the 
nation restless for the entire 
week, with government 
employees, particularly 
health workers and teachers 
crying, but Liberia’s Minister 
of Finance and Development 
Planning says there has been 
no cut in salary, contrary to 
public alarm.

Civil Servants who have 
been  f lood ing  var ious  
commercial across the 
country to receive their July 
salary were shock to receive 
cuts as high as 50 percent or 
more with no off ic ial  
explanation.

The government had 
announced a planned salary 
harmonization scheme across 
every sector to ensure equal 
pay for equal work among the 
workforce, but to the surprise 
of employees, their net salary 
has dropped significantly, 
affecting purchasing power in 

h e  M a n a g i n g  
Director of the TL i b e r i a  A i r p o r t  

Authority (LAA) Bishop Allan 
K l a yee  ha s  met  w i t h  
authorities of  Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport in America to discuss 
the LAA and Atlanta Airport 
Sister Airport Agreement 
signed in 2017. 

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport is the 
busiest and most efficient 
airport in the world. Roy 
Hadley and Aaron Watson of 
the AfriTrade Global also 
joined the team in the Sister 
Airport discussions.

According to a dispatch, 
the timing to revisit the Sister 
Airport Agreement could not 
have been better as MD 
Klayee was pleased to inform 
t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  t h e  
Reconstruction of Runway 
( 0 4 - 2 2 )  a t  R o b e r t s  
Internationa Airport (ROB) 

an  economy  be se t  by  
hyperinflation and high 
prices. 

The situation caused 
member s  o f  t he  54 th  
Legislature to immediately  
halt salary payment for 
government employees and 

was completed in May 2018 
and the runway is now the best 
and safest runway in the 
region.

 MD Klayee was also 
pleased to announce that the 
new modern Passenger 
Te r m i n a l  a t  R O B  w a s  
completed in January 2019, 
and all airlines and passengers 
are now using the new 
terminal A with quality 
service, ensuring a wonderful 
travel experience. 

The new Office Complex at 
ROB was completed in July 
2019 and is now being fully 
occupied by the LAA staff  and 
all airlines currently flying 
into ROB. Other on-going 
p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
construction of parking decks 
at ROB and the construction of 
a 5 megawatt solar hybrid grid 
to begin in September 2019.  

Other projects pending 
include the expansion of the 
passenger terminal to include 
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invite the Minister of Finance 
Samuel Tweah to provide 
explanation, since in fact, the 
so-called salary harmonization 
has not be legislated.    

Appearing at the Capitol 
Thursday, 29 August Tweah 
informs members of the House 

a passenger transit terminal 
with Duty Free Shops, Banks, a 
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 
for small factories, assembly 
plants, bounded warehouses, 
etc.  

Rehabilitation of the James 
Spriggs Payne Airport in the 
heart of Monrovia, is being 
looked at to help facilitate 
growth of domestic and cargo 
t r a v e l  i n  L i b e r i a .  To  
accommdate and provide for 
growth in population around 
the airport, construction of 
300 single family residential 
housing units for rent and 
ownership is also under 
discussion.   

Some of the topics will 
include sharing historical data, 
i n f r a s t r uc tu re ,  w i t h  a  
particular focus on the Cargo 
Village, as the Atlanta Airport 
does not currently have an 
Africa aircargo partner.  

Liberia is being viewed as a 
potential opportunity for 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta’s 
aircargo program, as plans get 
undeway. The New Cargo 
Terminal in Liberia, which is 
currenty under construction, 
will be completed  in August 
2020.  

The cargo discuss ion 
included how to encourage 
Delta Air Lines and others to 
consider Liberia as a cargo 
destination.  In addition, 
during the MD’s visit, the Sister 
Airport Agreement discussed 
an Aircraft Maintenance and 
Aircrafts Parts Supply Center, 
Aviation Training Center, 
C a p a c i t y  B u i l d i n g  a n d  
Technical Training that will be 
further explored.

M D  K l a y e e  a n d  t h e  
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  

that government has resolved 
to pay salaries in both United 
States Dollar and Liberian 
dollar components, but most 
employees don’t have United 
States Dollar account, so they 
are being instructed to open 
United States Dollar accounts 
with commercial banks.

He says what is being 
disbursed to Civil Servants is 35 
percent of their monthly 
salary,  which is in Liberian 
dollars, while the balance 65 
percent is being processed for 
payment thru United States 
Dollar accounts.

He claims 75 percent of Civil 
Servants is not being affected 
by the exercise.

Meanwhile, the Finance 
Minister says he has informed 
the President that government 
has already expended 1/12 of 
the proposed national budget 
for FY2019/2020 in accordance 
with the Public Financial 
Management (PFM) law, and 
warns that if another 1/12 
w e r e  n o t  a p p r o v e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  t h e  
Legislature, Government risks 
a shutdown, because there will 
be no money to pay salaries or 
to  conduct  government 
functions.

He clarifies that the Ministry 
h a s  n o t  s t a r t e d  t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s a l a r y  
harmonization process because 
it has not been approved by the 
Legislature.

The Plenary of the House 
subsequently discharges the 
Minister and discloses the 
harmonization process will be 
discussed at the ongoing 
budget hearing.

Speaking to reporters after 
T h u r s d a y ’ s  s e s s i o n ,  
Montserrado County District#4 
Representative Rostonlyn 
Dennis notes that the salary 
harmonization process is 
nothing political, but it 
requires public education, 
adding that she was shock to 

leadership have established a 
Technical Working Group and 
have also confirmed an official 
visit to Liberia in October, 2019 
to further discussions on the 
Sister Airport Agreement. 

The Honorary  Consu l  
General of the Republic of 
Liberia in the State of Georgia, 

learn Minister Tweah had 
started the exercise ahead of 
official approval, something, 
she describes as complete 
disrespect to the Legislature.

Lawmakers here have 
minced their words about the 
proposed exercise after being 
bombarded by angry citizens. 

On Tuesday, 27 August the 
Senate ordered the Ministry of 
Financeand Development 
Planning to immediately halt 
the exercise that is affecting all 
sectors of government, and to 
restitute Civil Servants whose 
salaries were significantly cut, 
pending passage of the 
FY2019/20 National Budget.

The Senate took the 
decision as a result of a 
communication from Maryland 
County Senator H. Dan Morias, 
who reported concern of 
employees of

the Tubman University in his 
county,  ca l l i ng  on  the  
Government to pay their salary 
for August without reduction.

Senator Morias disclosed 
that 3.5 percent, 5 percent, 7.5 
percent and 10 percent cuts 
a l r e a d y  e f f e c t e d  o n  
employees ’ sa la r ie s  be  
reimbursed with immediate 
effect.

Bong  County  Senator  
Professor Henrique Tokpa 
called on his colleagues to work 
speedily in halting the process, 
disclosing thatrecently some 
health workers from the C.B. 
Dumbar Hospital in Bong 
County  went to him, crying 
because they were seriously 
a f f e c t e d  f r o m  
theharmonization with some 
receiving as low as 50 Liberian 
dollars as monthly salary.

Bomi County District#1 
Representative Edwin Melvin 
Snowe strongly warned the 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change-led government to stop 
ha rmon i za t i on  o f  C i v i l  
Servants’ salaries or else, the 
exercise has the propensity to 
dehumanize government 
employees. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

M s .  C y n t h i a  B l a n d f o r d  
facilitated the meetings with 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta’s 
Michael Smith, Senior Deputy 
General Manager, Alrene 
Richards-Barr, Airport Director, 
International Business, and 
Elliott Paige, Air Service 
Director, among others. 
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I didn’t cut salaries
By Bridgett Milton

LAA, Atlanta discuss Sister Airport Agreement
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Ambassador Fu Jijun says 
since 1986, the People’s 
Republ ic  of  China has  
continued to play a pivotal 
role in Liberia’s sports 
development.

The Chinese Envoy also 
expresses delight that the SKD 
is used for other national 
events such as Inaugural Day 
P r o g r a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
ceremonies.  

Ambassador Fu Jijun 
expresses confidence that the 
Liberia-China Technical  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  C h i n a ’ s  
contribution to Liberia in both 
the infrastructure and human 
development sectors, stating 
that the Government of Liberia 
w i l l  f o r e v e r  r e m a i n  
appreciative to China for being 
one of its reliable partners.

The Acting Foreign Minister 
then assures the Chinese Envoy 
that Liberia will continue to 
work cooperatively with the 
People’s Republic of China 
aimed at strengthening the 
existing cooperation between 
the two countries and peoples.

Meanwhile, following the 
ceremony marking the signing 
of Technical Cooperation 
Agreement between Liberia 
and China, the two sides used 
the occasion to exchange 
Handover Certificate for 2,675 
metric tons of rice being 
provided to the Government of 
Liberia by PRC. 

It can be recalled that in 
June this year, the People’s 
Republic of China provided an 
emergency assistance to 
Liberia in the tone of 2,675 tons 
of rice.--Press release     

Cooperation Agreement will 
continue to serve as a conduit 
through which the SKD Sports 
Complex will be expanded and 
equipped to serve as a 
significant Sports Center for 
the Liberian People.     

Ambassador Fu Jijun also 
uses the occasion to highlight 
the longstanding bilateral 
relations between Liberia and 
China, adding that the 
engagements between the two 
countries will be further 
strengthened in the future.   

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  

he Governments of 
Liberia and the TPeople’s Republic of 

China have signed a Technical 
Cooperation Agreement for 
the extension of Chinese 
assistance project at the 
Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports 
Complex in Paynesville to 
include additional facilities. 

According to a Foreign 
Ministry release, the signing 
ceremony took place in 
Monrovia on Thursday, 29 
August in the Conference 
Room of the Ministry on the 
4th Floor.

The new facilities to be 
added include the Electronic 
/ Fire Control, Monitoring, 
and Sound Systems.

Acting Foreign Minister 
Henry B. Fahnbulleh signed 
for the Government of Liberia 
while Chinese Ambassador to 
Liberia Fu Jijun signed for his 
Government.

The agreement is aimed at 
expanding the SKD facilities 
as part of the ongoing China-
Aided Renovation Project of 
SKD Sport complex.  

After the signing, Chinese 

overhead bridges to be 
constructed at the SKD 
Boulevard Junction, the 
Chinese Ambassador discloses 
that after the completion of 
technical modalities, the PRC 
will now commence the 
implementat ion of  sa id  
project.  

For his part, Acting Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Henry B. 
Fahnbulleh, on behalf of the 
Government and People of 
Liberia, expresses deep 
gratitude to the People’s 
Republic of China for what he 
terms as a steadfast support 
from the Chinese people to 
their Liberian counterparts.

Minister Fahnbulleh further 
observes that the People’s 
Republic of China has proven 
over the years to be a worthy 
and reliable development 
partner to Liberia, stressing 
that Liberia attaches great 
importance to the Bilateral 
Te c h n i c a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  
Agreements  wi th  Ch ina  
including other pending 
meaningful projects.

The Liberian Deputy Foreign 
Minister recalls with deep 
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ngland's Lucy Bronze 
has been named the EUefa Women's Player 

of the Year, while Liverpool's 
Virgil van Dijk took the men's 
award.

Full-back Bronze beat 
Lyon  t eam-mate s  Ada  
Hegerberg and Amandine 
Henry to the award.

She is the first English 
winner of the honour, voted 
for by top coaches in the 
w o m e n ' s  g a m e  a n d  
journalists.

Defender Van Dijk helped 
Liverpool beat Tottenham 2-0 

in January 2018 in a £75m deal, 
the Netherlands centre-back 
was an integral part of the side 
that won European football's 
top prize last season and 
pushed eventual Premier 
League champions Manchester 
City all the way in the title 
race.

"I'm very proud to get this 
trophy. It's credit to everyone 
who has helped me," said Van 
Dijk, who won the Professional 
Footballers' Association Player 
of the Year award and BBC Sport 
website's player of the year for 
2018-19.

in the Champions League final 
in Madrid in June.

Van Dijk, 28, edged out 
Barcelona's Lionel Messi and 
Juventus' Cristiano Ronaldo for 
the prestigious prize.

He is the first defender to 
win the award since the 
inaugural edition in 2010-11, 
with Messi and Ronaldo claiming 
five of the previous eight 
awards between them, and 
Andres Iniesta (2012), Franck 
Ribery (2013) and Luka Modric 
(2018) completing the winners' 
list. A revelation for Liverpool 
since joining from Southampton 

Liberia and China sign agreement to extend SKD Sports Complex Project

Bronze & Van Dijk named Uefa Players of the Year
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