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igeria’s anti-graft 
body, Economic and NFinancial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC), on Friday 
announced the arrest of a top 
internet fraudster wanted by 
United States’ Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, FBI.

Oyediran Joseph’s arrest 
was disclosed by the EFFC’s 
zonal head in the central 
Kwara State regional capital, 
I l o r i n .  S h a r u  I s y a k u ,  
confirmed that the arrest was 
part of EFCC’s partnership 

with the FBI.“Just last three 
weeks, the US authority had 
written to us for assistance in 
tracking and possible arrest 
and prosecution of two most 
wanted FBI suspects in 
Nigeria,” Isyaku said. “The 
Commission acceded to their 
request. The Commission has 
been supportive of the 
activities of the FBI and every 
other foreign counterpart 
whose responsibility is similar 
or analogous to ours.”The 
suspect was not part of 77 

others who were listed in a 
recent FBI list of notorious 
internet scammers. The FBI 
last week listed suspects in 
what it said was one of the 
largest scams in US history.

Iyaku added that the 
suspect had illegally benefited 
about N60 million via Western 
Union Transfer, a local portal, 
The Cable reported.EFCC said 
it continued its efforts at 
rooting out online scammers. 
The official also spoke about 
arrests and convictions that 

the outfit had secured in the 
last few months. “Within 
s e v e n  m o n t h s  o f  o u r  
operation, the Ilorin zonal 
office has independently 
arrested over 58 suspected 
internet fraudsters, secured 
conviction of 25 and got 
forfeiture of their exotic cars 
and money running into 
millions of Naira,” he said.AFP
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 man has been 
arrested over the Afatal shooting of a 

South African female boxing 
champion.Leighandre "Baby 
Lee" Jegels was murdered in 
Mdantsane, in the country's 
Eastern Cape at about 14:00 
local time (12:00 GMT) on 
Friday.

Officials say the suspect 
was known to the 25-year-old 
and is a serving member of 
the South African Police 
Service.

The attack happened 
during a car chase and Ms 
Jegels's mother was also hurt, 
local media report.

Ms Jegels had been 
unbeaten during her nine 
previous fights and was 
expected to return to the ring 
on 2 October for a junior 
bantamweight clash.Reports 
conflict on whether the 37-
year-old suspect, who was 
later arrested away from the 
scene, was the victim's 
c u r r e n t  o r  f o r m e r  
partner.Unnamed sources 
w h o  s p o k e  t o  t h e  
DispatchLive website alleged 
the boxer had a protection 

order against the man 
arrested.

H o w e v e r,  a  p o l i c e  
spokesman confirmed to local 
media that the motive 
appeared to be a "domestic 
d i spute "  between " the  
couple"."It is alleged that an 
off-duty policeman based at 
TRT (Tactical Response Team) 

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  P o l i c e  
Investigative Directorate (Ipid) 
f o r  f u r t h e r  
investigation.Thabiso Mosia, a 
sports broadcaster, is among 
those who have paid tribute to 
Ms Jegels on social media using 
the #RIPBabyLee hashtag.He 
also shared images of her 
fighting and training - including 
photographs of her with Floyd 
Mayweather in Las Vegas in 
2017.Some social media users 
have pointed out her death 
comes at the end of August, 
celebrated as Women's Month 
within South Africa, and have 
used it to criticise violence 
against women nationally.

The official Twitter account 
for the country's Department of 
Arts and Culture condemned Ms 

East London fired several shots 
at his girlfriend who died 
instantly on the scene," 
spokesman Sontaga Seisa said. 
"The same policeman fired 
shots to his girlfriend's mother 
and injured her."

Officials say the suspect will 
appear in court on Monday. The 
case has also been referred to 

Jegels' murder and described it 
as an "act of cowardice”.Before 
her death Ms Jegels had also 
completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree and was a 
former karate champion, local 
media report.

A local boxing club manager, 
Mla Tengimfene, said he met Ms 
Jegels hours before her 
death."I had breakfast with her 
and we discussed what needed 
to be done to stage her 
d r a m a t i c  r e t u r n , "  M r  
Tengimfene was quoted in The 
South African newspaper as 
saying.

"She was excited and looking 
forward to her ring return. She 
had been out of the ring for a 
while and this new venture 
excited her."BBC

he head of the UN 
h a s  p r o m i s e d  Tcontinuing support 

f o r  t he  a rmy  o f  t he  
Democratic Republic of 
Congo in its fight against 
armed groups.

Visiting the eastern city of 
Beni, Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said it was 

necessary to go on the 
offensive against the rebels.

Some 16,000 peacekeepers 
are deployed in the country, 
making it one of the largest UN 
missions in the world.

The annual budget for the 
mission is more than $1bn 
(£822m).

Mr Guterres promised UN 

peacekeepers would work 
closely with the Congolese 
military and police.People in 
the area often complain that 
U N  p e a c e k e e p e r s  a r e  
ineffective, BBC Africa editor 
Will Ross says.

The peacekeepers were 
first deployed in the country 
almost two decades ago but 
violence continues and the 
cost of the peacekeeping 
m i s s i o n  h a s  r i s e n  
dramatically."We will do 
everything to bring an end to 
the scourge of insecurity," Mr 
Guterres said, according to 
AFP news agency.The UN chief 
also flew to Mangina where the 
current Ebola epidemic 
started a year ago. The 
insecurity in the region has 
made the job of stopping the 
Ebo l a  v i r u s  e x t r eme l y  
complicated and a lack of 
public understanding about 
the virus has also hindered 
efforts to halt the spread of 
the virus which has killed 2,000 
people so far.Mr Guterres 
visited a treatment centre 
where he met Ebola survivors 
and encouraged people to seek 
treatment instead of hiding if 
they felt sick.BBC

UN chief pledges support 
for DR Congo army

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has promised 
to bring an end to insecurity in DR Congo

Leighandre "Baby Lee" Jegels

South Africa policeman arrested 
over boxing champion's murder

'Most wanted' 
of FBI' arrested
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EW YORK – For four decades, the 
prevailing doctrine in the United States Nhas been that corporations should 

maximize shareholder value – meaning profits 
and share prices – here and now, come what 
may, regardless of the consequences to 
workers, customers, suppliers, and 
communities. So the statement endorsing 
stakeholder capitalism, signed earlier this 
month by virtually all the members of the US 
Business Roundtable, has caused quite a stir. 
After all, these are the CEOs of America’s most 
powerful corporations, telling Americans and 
the world that business is about more than the 
bottom line. That is quite an about-face. Or is 
it? 

The free-market ideologue and Nobel laureate 
economist Milton Friedman was influential not 
only in spreading the doctrine of shareholder 
primacy, but also in getting it written into US 
legislation. He went so far as to say, “there is 
one and only one social responsibility of 
business – to use its resources and engage in 
activities designed to increase its profits.”

The irony was that shortly after Friedman 
promulgated these ideas, and around the time 
they were popularized and then enshrined in 
corporate governance laws – as if they were 
based on sound economic theory – Sandy 
Grossman and I, in a series of papers in the late 
1970s, showed that shareholder capitalism did 
not maximize societal welfare.

This is obviously true when there are 
important externalities such as climate 
change, or when corporations poison the air 
we breathe or the water we drink. And it is 
obviously true when they push unhealthy 
products like sugary drinks that contribute to 
childhood obesity, or painkillers that unleash 
an opioid crisis, or when they exploit the 
unwary and vulnerable, like Trump University 
and so many other American for-profit higher 
education institutions. And it is true when they 
profit by exercising market power, as many 
banks and technology companies do.

But it is even true more generally: the market 
can drive firms to be shortsighted and make 
insufficient investments in their workers and 
communities. So it is a relief that corporate 
leaders, who are supposed to have penetrating 
insight into the functioning of the economy, 
have finally seen the light and caught up with 
modern economics, even if it took them some 
40 years to do so.

But do these corporate leaders really mean 
what they say, or is their statement just a 
rhetorical gesture in the face of a popular 
backlash against widespread misbehavior? 
There are reasons to believe that they are 
being more than a little disingenuous.

The first responsibility of corporations is to 
pay their taxes, yet among the signatories of 
the new corporate vision are the country’s 

leading tax avoiders, including Apple, which, 
according to all accounts, continues to use tax 
havens like Jersey. Others supported US 
President Donald Trump’s 2017 tax bill, which 
slashes taxes for corporations and billionaires, 
but, when fully implemented, will raise taxes on 
most middle-class households and lead to 
millions more losing their health insurance. 
(This in a country with the highest level of 
inequality, the worst health-care outcomes, and 
the lowest life expectancy among major 
developed economies.) And while these 
business leaders championed the claim that the 
tax cuts would lead to more investment and 
higher wages, workers have received only a 
pittance. Most of the money has been used not 
for investment, but for share buybacks, which 
served merely to line the pockets of 
shareholders and the CEOs with stock-incentive 
schemes.

A genuine sense of broader responsibility would 
lead corporate leaders to welcome stronger 
regulations to protect the environment and 
enhance the health and safety of their 
employees. And a few auto companies (Honda, 
Ford, BMW, and Volkswagen) have done so, 
endorsing stronger regulations than those the 
Trump administration wants, as the president 
works to undo former President Barack Obama’s 
environmental legacy. There are even soft-drink 
company executives who appear to feel bad 
about their role in childhood obesity, which they 
know often leads to diabetes.

But while many CEOs may want to do the right 
thing (or have family and friends who do), they 
know they have competitors who don’t. There 
must be a level playing field, ensuring that firms 
with a conscience aren’t undermined by those 
that don’t. That’s why many corporations want 
regulations against bribery, as well as rules 
protecting the environment and workplace 
health and safety.

Unfortunately, many of the mega-banks, whose 
irresponsible behavior brought on the 2008 
global financial crisis, are not among them. No 
sooner was the ink dry on the 2010 Dodd-Frank 
financial reform legislation, which tightened 
regulations to make a recurrence of the crisis 
less likely, than the banks set to work to repeal 
key provisions. Among them was JPMorgan 
Chase, whose CEO is Jamie Dimon, the current 
president of the Business Roundtable. Not 
surprisingly, given America’s money-driven 
politics, banks have had considerable success. 
And a decade after the crisis, some banks are 
still fighting lawsuits brought by those who were 
harmed by their irresponsible and fraudulent 
behavior. Their deep pockets, they hope, will 
enable them to outlast the claimants.  

The new stance of America’s most powerful 
CEOs is, of course, welcome. But we will have to 
wait and see whether it’s another publicity 
stunt, or whether they really mean what they 
say. In the meantime, we need legislative 
reform. Friedman’s thinking not only handed 

We will have to wait and see whether the US Business Roundtable's recent 
statement renouncing corporate governance based on shareholder 
primacy is merely a publicity stunt. If America's most powerful CEOs really 
mean what they say, they will support sweeping legislative reforms.

THE GOVERNMENT OF Liberia, with support from 
international partners is planning a three-day National 
Economic Dialogue on the current state of the economy.

FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER Dr. Toga Gayewea 
McIntosh, who chairs the upcoming forum  observes 
that current debates in the country begin with and end 
with talks about structural macroeconomic challenges 
facing Liberia, which he says have not only dampened 
the Liberian economy, but have also posed considerable 
risks to the very survival of the people and the State.

SPECIFICALLY, THE DIALOGUE is being organized with 
support from the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). The economy under the Weah 
administration has performed dismally characterized 
by hyperinflation, high exchange rate and sky-rocketing 
prices, leading to a downward trend.

WHILE WE APPLAUD the government and its partners 
for being farsighted in arranging a discussion on the 
economy that is expected to bring together about 250 
discussants from diverse professional backgrounds, we 
hope all sides would act in sincerity, particularly the 
Weah administration for the common good of Liberia.

IT IS NO time for politicking; we need all hands on deck 
in finding prescriptions to fix the economy and reverse 
the downward path we are heading. 

DR. MCINTOSH NAMES public finance mobilization and 
management, investment promotion and private sector 
growth, youth unemployment and skills development, 
and national reconciliation for sustained economic 
growth. 

THE LIBERIAN ECONOMIST and development planner 
says impact of these challenges has led to slow growth 
of the economy; rising prices for basic commodities; a 
steady rise in the volume of Liberia's balance of 
payments deficits; an unending depreciation of the 
Liberian currency; and mounting pressures on closing 
the gap between revenue and expenditure in the 
national budget.

SURELY WE CAN'T be discussing the economy and at the 
same time beating war drum or speaking language of 
violence. No, the two are mutually exclusive.

AND THE ONUS is on all Liberians, mainly those in the 
ruling establishment to lead the road to peace, 
reconciliation and unity. The governing Coalition for 
Democratic Change ought to realize that it has 
everything to loss, if the current peace is disrupted.

NO GOVERNMENT CAN govern effectively in the midst 
of anarchy. The ruling CDC should know this and 
sincerely endeavor to leading all Liberians to a vibrant 
destiny, irrespective of politics, religion or social 
status.

Dialoguing in sincerity 
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Is Stakeholder Capitalism Really Back?

By Joseph E. Stiglitz
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OSCOW – Most people think of revolutions as sudden earthquakes or 
volcanic eruptions that come without warning and sweep away an entire Mpolitical system. But historians, political scientists, and even the odd 

politician know that the reality is very different: revolutions happen when systems 
hollow themselves out, or simply rot from within. Revolutionaries can then brush 
aside established norms of behavior, or even of truth, as trivialities that should not 
impede the popular will. A revolution happens, as the Chinese put it, when a 
system of rule loses the “Mandate of Heaven.”

Only time will tell whether we are currently witnessing the hollowing out of British 
democracy. But Prime Minister Boris Johnson may well have crossed some invisible 
Rubicon by recently moving to suspend Parliament from mid-September until 
October 14, with the aim of virtually eliminating any chance the people’s elected 
representatives might have to thwart his plans for a possible no-deal Brexit on 
October 31.

Whatever happens now, British parliamentary democracy may never be the same 
again. It will certainly never again be the model that so many people around the 
world once admired.

As Johnson and his supporters rightly point out, there is nothing unusual about 
proroguing Parliament (an ever-so-polite Britishism that masks the act of 
preventing the legislature from sitting). They argue that Britain’s uncodified 
constitution allows for precisely the sort of suspension request that Johnson made 
to Queen Elizabeth II, who alone has the authority to prorogue Parliament. And 
Johnson clearly has the formal authority to make this request. The real question is 
one of motivation: can the prime minister advise the queen to suspend Parliament 
when the clear but unstated purpose for doing so is to nullify its sovereignty? That 
is what the United Kingdom’s courts must now decide.

The English fought a civil war in the seventeenth century over the issue of 
Parliament’s sovereignty, and the ensuing settlement with the Crown should be 
the precedent on which the UK courts now rely. And at the heart of that is the 
concept that parliament, not the Crown – and certainly not the executive – is 
sovereign.

But with senior British judges having previously been labeled “enemies of the 
people” by Brexiteer populists for a 2016 ruling in which they affirmed 
Parliament’s sovereignty and its right to hold a meaningful vote on Brexit, one 
wonders whether the courts will hold firm again. The decision by former British 
Prime Minister John Major to join forces with Gina Miller, the anti-Brexit 
campaigner who brought the 2016 case, is a remarkable intervention that suggests 
Major regards Johnson’s actions as a grave threat to British democracy.

Johnson’s behavior has indeed damaged the rule of law in a way that will be hard 
to heal. And he has demonstrated a ruthlessness and contempt for constitutional 
norms and conventions that beggar belief, particularly from a man who fancies 
himself as acting within the Churchillian tradition of British leadership.

After all, the brutal irony here is that Johnson’s attempt to emasculate Parliament 
has disturbing parallels with what Europe’s fascist leaders did in the 1930s. One 
thinks of Hitler persuading the aging German President Paul von Hindenburg to 
sign the Enabling Act, which essentially made the continued existence of the 
Reichstag a complete nonsense. One also recalls how Mussolini cynically 
manipulated Italy’s King Victor Emmanuel III in order to entrench his own power. 
The Italian king’s acquiescence would eventually cost him his crown and lead to 
his exile after World War II.

Few – at least for now – fear for the safety of Queen Elizabeth’s crown. But the 
British monarch has been drawn into a political and constitutional crisis without 
parallel during her reign of nearly 68 years. The fact that a supposedly 
Conservative prime minister would run such a risk suggests that Johnson’s 
contempt for democratic norms and the rule of law matches that of his idol, US 
President Donald Trump.

The days and weeks ahead could determine the fate of the UK’s centuries-old 
parliamentary democracy. It remains to be seen whether the majority of MPs who 
are opposed to a no-deal Brexit can unite and block Johnson’s attempt to hollow 
out Parliament, and whether the UK courts will have the courage to defend the 
norms and conventions of the British constitution. Much will also depend on 
whether those members of Johnson’s cabinet who once opposed prorogation in no 
uncertain terms – Sajid Javid, Amber Rudd, Matt Hancock, Nicky Morgan, and even 
the arch-Brexiteer Michael Gove – all continue to acquiesce in Johnson’s bid to 
neuter Parliament in order to keep their jobs. 

But the most important question is whether enough Britons will finally recognize 
Brexit for the swindle that it has always been. Their future now rests on a binary 
choice between retaining democracy, the rule of law, and close relations with 
Europe, and rushing headlong toward authoritarianism, arbitrary government, 
deepening global isolation, and Trump’s smothering embrace.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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others. Again, Musa Dean receives 
the ball in the penalty area. Musa 
fumbles and pauses the play again. He 
looks around. What is this guy thinking? 
He has had an open goal thrice in this 
match. 

He is killing the match. He continues 
to slow down the play each time he 
receives the 25m ball. Let’s see what he 
does this time. Oooo gosh. He gives a 
short pass to LACC again. 

LACC moves the ball in the left 
corner and delays the play. 

Coming live from Ducor the score 
stands at 0:0. There are too many 
missed opportunities in this match. The 
conducts of the players in this match 
appear like MATCH FIXING! 

LACC guards the ball. Let’s see what 
Charles Gibson does... ooo goodness, 
Arthur T. Johnson ran in the play. He 
tackled his teammate (LACC) and 
collected the 25m ball. Arthur is now in 
possession. He hits the ball on his 
opponent. Arthur takes the throw-in. 
O! What is he doing with three balls in 
his hands: 4 billion ball; 25 million ball, 
and another colorful ball? Haha... the 
guy looks confused. Look ... the guy is 
fussing with fans. He is focusing on the 
camera. I thought this guy should focus 
on the “damn” match. He is holding the 
ball without actions. No no. 

Your are listening to a live 
commentary of the unaccounted for 
25m UNITED STATES DOLLARS. This 
match has no end. It’s moving in circles. 
The only victors here are those who 
make their money from this game- thru 
commercials and other services.

e join you live from Ducor; 
bringing you play by play Wcommentary of the 25m 

titanic match. The drama here is 
unbelievable. 

PIT handles the 25m ball. Alex Cuffy 
is mesmerizing the spectators with his 
skills. He now passes the ball to Charles 
Gibson of the LACC, Charles gives a long 
pass to Musa Dean. The play is paused; 
Dean fumbles and invites Kroll in the 
play. 

Kroll dishes the ball well and serves 
a beautiful pass for Musa Dean, and 
Dean has an open goal, but wasted that 
opportunity. Wow... Dean continues to 
fumble over the ball. He gives a back-
heel pass to GAC. 

Well, scoring a goal is becoming 
completely tantalizing - it really 
unobtainable from all indications. 

Ooo no! I am hearing a huge noise 
from the stand. Let’s find out what’s 
going on there. It is one of the CBL 
decisive player - on the bench - been 
given a RED CARD. I see no fault on this 
guy’s part. I really, really believe this 
guy would have settled this long match. 

Back to the play. Gaye of the GAC 
braces the ball slowly- she shows no 
interest moving forward. The 
spectators continue to fume. Ohh wow 
... I can hear vicious boos. The fans are 
expressing complete disapproval. 
Everyone is disappointed over the 
manner and form in which the players 
are missing these golden opportunities. 
They are not being decisive at all. 

However, play continues, as Gaye 
runs faster beating Tweah, Patray and 

USD$25m “mopping up” Commentary
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e join you live from Ducor; bringing you play by play 
commentary of the 25m titanic match. The drama Where is unbelievable. 

PIT handles the 25m ball. Alex Cuffy is mesmerizing the 
spectators with his skills. He now passes the ball to Charles 
Gibson of the LACC, Charles gives a long pass to Musa Dean. 
The play is paused; Dean fumbles and invites Kroll in the play. 

Kroll dishes the ball well and serves a beautiful pass for Musa 
Dean, and Dean has an open goal, but wasted that 
opportunity. Wow... Dean continues to fumble over the ball. 
He gives a back-heel pass to GAC. 

Well, scoring a goal is becoming completely tantalizing - it 
really unobtainable from all indications. 

Ooo no! I am hearing a huge noise from the stand. Let’s find 
out what’s going on there. It is one of the CBL decisive player - 
on the bench - been given a RED CARD. I see no fault on this 
guy’s part. I really, really believe this guy would have settled 
this long match. 

Back to the play. Gaye of the GAC braces the ball slowly- she 
shows no interest moving forward. The spectators continue to 
fume. Ohh wow ... I can hear vicious boos. The fans are 
expressing complete disapproval. Everyone is disappointed 
over the manner and form in which the players are missing 
these golden opportunities. They are not being decisive at all. 

However, play continues, as Gaye runs faster beating Tweah, 
Patray and others. Again, Musa Dean receives the ball in the 
penalty area. Musa fumbles and pauses the play again. He 
looks around. What is this guy thinking? He has had an open 
goal thrice in this match. 
He is killing the match. He continues to slow down the play 
each time he receives the 25m ball. Let’s see what he does 
this time. Oooo gosh. He gives a short pass to LACC again. 

LACC moves the ball in the left corner and delays the play. 

Coming live from Ducor the score stands at 0:0. There are too 
many missed opportunities in this match. The conducts of the 
players in this match appear like MATCH FIXING! 

LACC guards the ball. Let’s see what Charles Gibson does... 
ooo goodness, Arthur T. Johnson ran in the play. He tackled his 
teammate (LACC) and collected the 25m ball. Arthur is now in 
possession. He hits the ball on his opponent. Arthur takes the 
throw-in. O! What is he doing with three balls in his hands: 4 
billion ball; 25 million ball, and another colorful ball? Haha... 
the guy looks confused. Look ... the guy is fussing with fans. 
He is focusing on the camera. I thought this guy should focus 
on the “damn” match. He is holding the ball without actions. 
No no. 

Your are listening to a live commentary of the unaccounted for 
25m UNITED STATES DOLLARS. This match has no end. It’s 
moving in circles. The only victors here are those who make 
their money from this game- thru commercials and other 
services.

USD$25m “mopping up” Commentary
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 must admit that I did not know anything about autism until 2014 when, on a 
visit to South Africa, a friend told me that her son has autism spectrum Idisorder (ASD). I quickly googled the term. Thereafter, I felt a lot of 

sympathy for my friend, but I was also eager to do my best to support her and 
the autistic children in my country, Liberia.
By coincidence, during my studies in the United States, my programme 
offered a course on ASD, which I happily took to further enrich my knowledge 
about the disorder. 
  
When I returned to Liberia in 2018, it became clear to me that most people 
were ignorant about ASD. Many associate the disorder with witchcraft, curses 
or spells and demons. In many instances autistic children and their families 
are social outcasts in their own communities.
There is no data on the number of autistic children in Liberia, but my 
experience so far suggests there could be thousands.

My first intervention was to design and implement a radio programme to raise 
awareness of autism. I named the radio programme Autism Conversation with 
Parents. I got Capitol FM and ELBC in Monrovia to air the show at least once a 
week.

With parents of autistic children as guests in the studio, I used the programme 
to educate others on how to manage autistic children as well as on some of the 
early signs of the disorder, including limited eye contact, delayed speech, 
attention to objects rather than people, repetitive behaviors, becoming upset 
when routines change, delays in motor development and over- or under-
sensitivity to noise.
We also debunked misconceptions about autism and explained its actual 
causes.

The radio broadcasts gained the interest of families with autistic children, and 
many called in to describe their children’s conditions and to ask for support. 
Most callers had not heard of autism before, and they were relieved to learn 
that the disorder has nothing to do with witchcraft or being cursed.

My next intervention was to meet families with autistic children. I met 25 such 
families around the country in my first two months, during which I personally 
observed the children with ASD. The meetings with these families were some 
of the most heart-wrenching experiences I have had in my life. Some parents 
told me they had been insulted and kept at arm’s length by other families, that 
their children were constantly mocked and not allowed to play with other 
children, that they had suffered the pain of managing an autistic child in a 
society with strong cultural beliefs about the disorder.

My next intervention was to open Liberia’s first autism classroom with the help 
of my sister, Regina Fallah-Hausman, who is a special needs teacher in New 
York. Regina traveled to Liberia to assist in conceptualizing the project and to 
design its curriculum. Abundant Grace, a day care and primary school in 
Paynesville, Monrovia, volunteered a classroom. The vice president of Liberia, 
Jewel Howard Taylor, generously assisted with furniture.

With the basics in place, Ms. Taylor launched Liberia’s first school for autistic 
and special needs children on 20 October 2018. We could accept only 10 
children, because I was the only specialist in the school. This is still true today. 
However, I am in the process of training more teachers, social workers and 
therapists who will enable us to enroll many more children in the next months.

I have managed to acquire a volunteer skeleton staff of social workers and 
nurses. I am still a long way from getting the school into full operation, and I 
cannot cater to all the families and autistic children who need help.

One piece of exciting news, however, is that we are close to launching a 
collaboration with A Friendly Face Akademy, a licensed New York–based 
provider of applied behavior analysis (ABA). The organization provides 
therapy for children diagnosed with autism and has volunteered to train our 
staff in ABA. The partnership was made possible by Anna Marie Dorelien, 
director of A Friendly Face. It will go a long way in building our capacity to 
support autistic children and their families.

Despite a challenging cultural environment, I am happy about what I am 
doing. Hopefully, we will be able to change public perceptions about the 
disorder and encourage the government and nongovernmental organizations 
to support our effort so that intervention becomes possible nationwide.-
Africa Renewal

How I set up Liberia’s first 
school for autistic children

BY: AGNES FALLAH KAMARA

Community activist debunks cultural myths about autism
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n this first edition of my new writing series titled 
“Under The Sycamore Tree”, I hereby present this Ibrief but strong case on behalf of approximately 

70,000 civil servants in Liberia. This case has 3 basic 
parameters, namely: economic, legal, and logical. 

The new ruling class was overwhelmingly voted for by 
civil servants in December 2017. Their ‘Change for Hope’ 
slogan became so popular and enchanting among 
members of the working poor of Liberia. After just 18 
months, this ‘Change for Hope’ mantra has completely 
lost essence as the hope of about 70,000 civil servants 
hangs on a thin rope. 

The Government of Liberia through the Ministry of 
Finance and Development Planning (MFDP) continues to 
argue that it is carrying out ‘Salary Harmonization’ and 
not ‘Salary Cut’. Such argument is not only frail and 
faulty in my opinion, but has no reasonable link to truth-
telling. The FACT is that the government is carrying out 
‘Salary Cut’ and not ‘Salary Harmonization’ as they have 
made our people to believe. 

Now, let us define both ‘Salary Cut’ and ‘Salary 
Harmonization’: 

a) Salary Cut (SC) – is the reduction or decrease in 
one’s pay or income. It is also called salary deduction or 
wage cut. 

b) Salary Harmonization (SH) – simply means equal 
work for equal pay across government or same position 
for same salary. SH mainly focuses on equity on the 
payment scale or bridging salary disparities and/or 
imbalances.

When the salaries and allowances of public school 
teachers, nurses, doctors, lawyers, managers, 
supervisors, officers, drivers, janitors, and civil servants 
in general have been cut or deducted, how can this 
downward shift or adjustment be called ‘Salary 
Harmonization’? Let the government spare us this wit or 
horseplay. 

For instance, a leaked document in my possession 
indicates the following cuts or deductions at the Liberia 
Revenue Authority (LRA): 

a. Managers – US$750.25
b. Supervisors – US$600
c. Senior Officers – US$549.50
d. Officers – US$250.25

Besides these cuts, transportation allowance, medical 
insurance, communication allowance, and ration 
gasoline have all been cancelled. Amidst the high cost of 
living mainly as a result of hyperinflation and other 
macroeconomic shocks, LRA could experience revenue 
leakages and a downward shift in domestic revenue most 
likely due to malfeasance. On the average, between 
L$5,000 and L$18,000 are being cut from public school 
teachers, administrators, janitors, and other civil 
servants without their acquiescence. 

Currently, the Tubman University in Maryland County is 
closed because of such unjustified cut which has 
severely affected the disposable income of faculty 
members and other employees. Is this ‘Salary 
Harmonization’ or ‘Salary Cut’? The latter would suffice 
in my opinion. This “pro-poor austerity measure” which 
is intended to save our run-down economy is more of a 
kangaroo process. It is not only impacting household 
income and purchasing power negatively, but also 
creating a breeding ground for all forms of corruption 
including economic sabotage and bribery in public 
service. 

The unauthorized action of Finance Minister Samuel D. 
Tweah, Jr. to engender this premature scheme of cutting 
the salaries/allowances of civil servants is not only 
unconstitutional, but economically imprudent. What 
legal authority does he have to appropriate or readjust 
salaries and allowances without the approval of the 
National Legislature? In fact, his unlawful action to cut 
wages, which he often describes as a “Revolutionary 
Exercise”, is even contemptuous. 

What is ‘revolutionary’ about cutting the salaries and 
allowances of a group of already underpaid and salary-
delayed people (Civil Servants)? What a poor fiscal 
stance indeed. Tweah should be held in contempt for 
usurping the function of the Legislature by grossly 
violating these two (2) basic laws of Liberia:

a) Chapter 5 Article 34(d) of the 1986 Constitution 
b) Part 2 Section 15 of the 2009 Public Financial 
Management Law.

Chapter 5 Article 34(d) of the Constitution states “The 
Legislature shall have the power to levy taxes, duties, 
imports, excise and other revenues, to borrow money, 
issue currency, mint coins, and to make appropriations 
for the fiscal governance of the Republic. 

Part 2 Section 15 of the 2009 PFM Law states “The 
Legislature shall review and approve the Proposed 

Budget in accordance with the rules and procedures set 
forth in the Constitution of the Republic of Liberia. 

Even Section 11 of this same 2009 PFM Law only 
authorizes the Executive through the President to 
propose allotment(s) and not to appropriate or cut 
wages. The power to appropriate and/or approve 
salaries/allowances/budgets lies with the National 
Legislature. So how did Samuel D. Tweah reach the 
decision to begin cutting the salaries and allowances of 
civil servants? He needs to be called in for legislative 
questioning. 

Furthermore, the overburdening of the wage bill can be 
predominantly attributed to the mass influx of CDC 
partisans and sympathizers in public service mainly as a 
result of patronage and partisanship. For 12 years under 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, Liberia had nearly 
40,000 civil servants with a total wage bill of about 
US$297m. In less than a year under President George 
Weah, this number sharply increased to around 70,000 
civil servants with a wage bill of US$330m. 

So logically, Finance Minister Samuel Tweah et al are to 
be held liable for the current problem our economy is 
facing. In an effort to absorb and maintain thousands of 
CDCians or partisans of CDC on the payroll most of whom 
are unqualified and incompetent, the government is 
cutting the salaries/allowances of civil servants for the 
purpose of political accommodation in exchange for 
unreasonable loyalty. No wonder why efficiency and 
productivity in public service are low. I thought when the 
cost of living is high, wages should shift upward in order 
to cushion the sharp increase in the prices of goods and 

services. Unfortunately, the hope of civil servants is now 
on a thin rope. The once popular "Change for Hope" 
mantra has let them down.

Interestingly, while Finance Minister Samuel Tweah is 
slicing the budgets of other public agencies and line 
ministries, he has increased the budget of the Ministry of 
Finance and Development Planning (MFDP). While the 
salaries and allowances of civil servants have been cut, 
the proposed budget of MFDP has been increased from 
US$49,683,051 for FY2018-2019 to a whopping 
US$80,526,744 for FY2019-2020. This accounts for over 
US$30.8m increment. Wow. So, how is Tweah doing this 
‘harmonization’?

Does this US$30.8m increment sound logical considering 
emerging demands? It will interest you to know that the 
proposed budget for the entire Civil Service Agency for 
FY2019-2019 is just US$21,698,920. Already civil 
servants do not receive their pay on time, then Tweah is 
reducing it again. Such action in my opinion is not only 
cruel, but irrational and unjustified. 

There are a number of wastages or avoidable losses in our 
National Budget. Off-budget spending, overspending, 
economic sabotage, illicit capital outflow, and fiscal 
indiscipline need to STOP now. The cutting of civil 
servants’ salaries/allowances is not a positive 
development at all and cannot be a concrete solution. 
Thousands of our people who are already ‘Working Poor’ 

will become poorer. Hence, a reversal of or halt to this 
anti-poor decision could avert any unprovoked crisis.

Any News: 
Any news about the seven (7) regional football stadiums 
President George M. Weah promised to construct? 

The Trumpet of Truth:
Is it fair or reasonable for these whopping amounts to be 
allotted to these public offices for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 
when thousands of parents do not have money to pay 
their children’s school fees? 

a. National Legislature – US$34.5m
b. The Office of President George Weah – US$2.1m 
excluding Ministry of State for President Affairs
c. The Office of First Lady Clar Weah - US$700,000 
d. Executive Protection Service (EPS) – US$6.9m
e. National Security Agency (NSA) – US$8.8m

The PEN can never stop leaking The Facts – Our reliance is 
The Truth – Our mission is to build national consciousness 
- Our analyses are fact-based. From the top of Ducor and 
the slum of West Point, I see a new Liberia rising above 
Africa. Watch out for Edition 2. 
About The Author: Martin K. N. Kollie is a Liberian youth 
and student activist who currently studies Economics at 
the University of Liberia. He is an avowed proponent of 
social democracy and economic justice. He is a stalwart 
o f  S U P  a n d  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  v i a :  
martinkerkula1989@yahoo.com

Hanging on Thin Rope: Salary 
Harmonization or Salary Cut? 

By Martin K. N. Kollie, Youth and Student Activist
martinkerkula1989@yahoo.com 
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African Institute for Financial 
& Economic Management 
(WAIFEM), held in Conakry, 
Guinea.

To further the discussions, 
the Executive Governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
is expected to visit Liberia 
shortly to continue discussions 
on Liberia-Nigeria trade, 
following which a scoping 
mission from Nigeria will be 
fielded to Liberia to discuss 
the technical details of the 

proposed collaboration.
Governors Patray and 

Emefiele reasoned that it 
would be beneficial to both 
Liberia and Nigeria to have a 
f r amework  t ha t  wou ld  
facilitate trade between their 
two countries by using their 
domestic currencies. Unlike 
the current practice where for 
instance someone who wants 
to buy goods from Nigeria but 
have Liberian Dollars (LRD), 
needs to first change the LRD 
to United States Dollars (USD), 
and upon getting to Nigeria, 
change the USD to Naira, the 
proposed f ramework  i s  
envisaged to make Naira 
available through the financial 
system in Liberia. 

This will reduce transaction 
cost, promote cross border 
trade and hasten efforts 
towards the actualization of a 
common currency zone within 
the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS).

Governor  Patray  was  
accompanied at the joint 
WAMZ and WAMA statutory 
meetings by CBL Deputy 
Governor for Economic Policy, 
Dr. Musa Dukuly and other 
senior CBL staff members. 

Dur ing  the  s tatutory  
meetings of the ECOWAS 

iberian’s Central 
B a n k  E x e c u t i v e  LGovernor Nathaniel 

R. Patray, III and his Nigerian 
c oun te rpa r t  Gove rno r  
Godwin I. Emefiele have held 
discussions on how to boost 
trade between the two 
countries on the fringes of 
t h e  j u s t - e n d e d  j o i n t  
statutory meetings of WAMZ 
(West African Monetary 
Zone), West African Monetary 
Agency (WAMA) and West 

h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
F i n a n c e  a n d  TD e v e l o p m e n t  

Planning, and the World Food 
P r o g r a m m e  r e c e n t l y       
signed the World Food 
Pr o g r a m m e ’s  C o u n t r y  
Strategic Plan (CSP) for the 
period 2019 to 2023.

According to a press 
release, WFP Liberia’s 
Coun t r y  D i r e c t o r,  D r.  
Bienvenu Djossa, termed the 
signing of the four-year plan 
with a budget of US$50.2 
million as an important 
milestone in the history of 
WFP’s engagement with 
Liberia.

Dr. Djossa expressed 
delight that the CSP is keenly 
a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  
government’s  Pro-Poor  
Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development and its aim of 
a d d r e s s i n g  L i b e r i a ’ s  
c h a l l e n g e  o f  p o v e r t y  
alleviation.

 He added that through the 
implementation of the CSP, 
the WFP wil l  strongly 
contribute to the PAPD in 
terms of boosting rural 
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o g r a m ,  
education and health through 
the ‘Home Grown School 
Feeding Program’. The 
‘Home-Grown School Feeding 
Program’ is expected to 

producing what he referred to 
as “development-oriented 
Country Strategic Plan”. 

M i n i s t e r  Wo l o k o l l i e  
described the Plan as “a great 
paper, a beautiful Liberia-
focused document, and a five-
in-one mechanism not only to 
enhance education, but to also 
promote food secur i ty,  
nutrition, health, and rural 
development”.

He said the Ministry will 
equally be “a congenital part 
of the implementation and 
monitoring of the CSP” which 

improve food secur ity,  
nutrition, health, gender 
equality, education and social 
p rotect ion  a s  we l l  a s  
s u p p o r t i n g  l i v e l i h o o d  
activities of youth.

MFDP’s Deputy Minister for 
Fiscal Affairs, Hon. Samora P. 
Z. Wolokolie, who signed on 
behalf of government thanked 
technicians from the Ministry 
of Finance and Development 
P l a n n i n g ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Educat ion,  Min i s t ry  of  
Agriculture and the World 
F o o d  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  

he emphasized is aligned with 
the first three Pillars of the 
PAPD: Pillar 1 (Power to the 
People), Pillar 2 (Economy and 
Jobs) and Pillar3 (Sustaining 
the Peace).

Speak ing  fu r ther,  he  
revealed that WFP supported 
Liberia’s Zero Hunger Strategic 
Review (ZHSR) led by Dr. Amos 
Sawyer, and described  it as a 
road map that is expected to 
assist the country in achieving 
SDG 2 aimed at ending hunger.   

According to him, the school 
feeding program is a joint 
effort of WFP and the GOL, and 
other partners, and its main 
objectives are to achieve 
i n c r e a s e d  e n r o l m e n t ,  
i m p r o v e d  c l a s s r o o m  
per fo rmance,  enhanced  
learning activ it ies,  and 
discouraging drop-out rate.

He disclosed that MFDP is 
glad to learn that WFP, 
together with MOE used to 
provide school meals to 
127,000 children daily in nine 
counties. 

Giving statistics, he said 
that in 2016, this figure was 
raised to 300,000 in 9 counties 
and government is aware that 
another innovative aspect of 
school feeding is the girl’s take-
home ratio, which is given out 
to girls in the upper primary 
classes to encourage them 
continue their education, and 
thus improve gender parity 
between boys and girls.

Government, he said, has 
allocated in Fiscal Year 
2019/20 National Budget, 
US$500,000 toward home-
grown school feeding, with the 
amount expected to increase 

as the country’s budgetary 
strength grows in the future.

M i n i s t e r  W o l o k o l i e  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
interesting thing about the 
innovation is that home-grown 
school feeding programme 
which is the focus of the CSP 
uses food produced by Liberian 
farmers for school meals for 
primary school children across 
the country. 

He explained that the 
Programme aims to gradually 
reach 170,000 students by this 
year. This means that instead of 
WFP importing food to feed our 
children in school, the World 
Food Programme will instead 
spend that money here in-
country to support our famers 
to grow the food our children 
eat. This will in turn better our 
rural economy, our food 
security, our health, our 
nutritious status and above all 
e lse our social  serv ice 
programs. 

Also speaking, Deputy 
Education Minister, Latim Da 
Thong, said the CSP is also 
aligned with the SDGs Pillars 
One, Two, Three and Eight, 
respectively. He said, the 
Ministry of Education has 
forged a strong partnership 
with the WFP which has 
w i t n e s s e d  c a p a c i t y  
development activities over 
the years.

He assured that the Ministry 
is committed to linking the 
conventional school feeding 
program through an integrated 
school feeding program where 
all objectives of the CSP will be 
achieved. Press Release

More headline news   More headline news

central banks, the technical 
c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  t h e  
Committee of Governors 
discussed progress made in 
implementing the ECOWAS 
M o n e t a r y  C o o p e r a t i o n  
Programme (EMCP)  and 
received reports on the 
economic performance of 
member states and their 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
macroeconomic convergence 
criteria. The preparedness for 

monetary union, the rising debt 
profile and exchange rate 
developments were also 
discussed at the joint statutory 
meetings.

The Governors of ECOWAS 
central banks committed 
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  r e a l  
convergence, a regional 
payments system project and 
the integration of the financial 
and capital markets in the sub-
region.
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GoL, WFP sign WFP’s Country Strategic Plan 

CBL & CBN discuss use of LRD and Naira 
to ease trade in both countries
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FrançaisFrançais

le gouvernement adécidé de 
payer une partie du salaire de 
chaque fonctionnaire en dollars 
américains et en dollars 
libériens, mais comme la 
plupart des fonctionnaires ne 
disposent pas encore de compte 
en dollars américains, le 
gouvernement a décidé leur 
verser 35% de leur salaire en 
dollars libériens, et les 65% 
r e s t a n t s  s e r o n t  p a y é s  
ultérieurement en dollars 
américains. Selon lui 75% des 
fonctionnaires ne sont pas 
touchés par cette opération.Ouf 
!  Ç a  a u  m o i n s  c ’ e s t  
compréhensible, mais pourquoi 
n’a-t-on pas informé les 
fonctionnaires ?

Le ministre a aussi profité de 
l’occasion pour informer le 
parlement de ce que le 
gouvernement adéjà utilisé 
1/12 du projet de budget 
national de l'exercice fiscal 
20119/2020, conformément à la 
loi sur la gestion des finances 
publiques (GFP), et plaidé qu’un 
autre 1/12 soit approuvé 
immédiatement par l'Assemblée 
l é g i s l a t i v e ,  s i n o n ,  l e  
gouvernement ne pourra pas 
travailler et il n’aura pas 
d'argent pour payer les salaires.

Il a précisé que le ministère 
n'a pas encore entamé le 
p r o c e s s u s  c o n t r o v e r s é  
d'harmonisation des salaires, car 
celui-ci n'a pas été encore 
approuvé par l 'Assemblée 
législative.

Les membres du parlement, 
apparemment satisfaits de 
l’explication du ministre, a 
annoncé que le processus 
d'harmonisation sera discuté 
lors de l'audience budgétaire en 
cours et dit au ministre qu’il 
peut disposer.

S'adressant aux journalistes 
après la séance de jeudi, le 
représentant du district 4 du 
c omté  de  Mon t s e r r ado ,  
Rostonlyn Dennis, a déclaré que 
le processus d'harmonisation des 
salaires n'avait rien de politique, 
mais il faut qu'il fasse l’objet 
d’une sensibilisation. Elle a en 
outre dit avoir été choquée 
d'apprendre que le ministre 
Tw e a h  a v a i t  c o m m e n c é  
l ' o p é r a t i o n  b i e n  a v a n t  
l'approbation officielle du 
parlement. Selon elle, si cela 
avait vraiment été le cas, ce 
serait un total affront à l’égard 
du pouvoir législatif.

Le mardi 27 août, le Sénat a 
ordonné au ministère des 
Finances et de la Planification 
du développement de suspendre 
immédiatement l'exercice qui 
touche tous les secteurs du 
gouvernement et de restituer 
les fonds qui ont été réduits aux 
fonctionnaires, en attendant 
l'adoption du budget national 
comptant pour l 'exercice 
financier 2015-2020.

Le Sénat avait pris cette 

a nation libérienne 
toute entière était Lagitée la semaine 

dern ière.  La  cause  de 
l’agitation était la réduction 
brutale présuméedes salaires 
des fonctionnaires dans le 
c a d r e  d ’ u n  s o i - d i s a n t  
ajustement salarial qui affecte 
plus particulièrement les 
secteurs de la santé et de 
l’éducation nationale. Et 
p e n d a n t  q u e  c e s  
fonctionnaires pleuraient 
encore, le ministre libérien 
des Finances et de la 
P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement a déclaréqu'il 
n'y apas eu de réduction de 
salaire.

Pourtant, les fonctionnaires 
qui se sont rendus dans les 
banques pour retirer leurs 
salaires ont eu le plus grand 
choc de leur vie en constatant 
que leur argent a diminué de 
jusqu'à 50% ou plus, sans 
explication aucune de la part 
des autorités.

A  n o t e r  q u e  l e  
gouvernement avait annoncé 
une harmonisation salariale 
qui consisterait de faire en 
sorte que les fonctionnaires 
d’un même rang donné aient 
lemême salaire dans tous les 
secteurs. Il s’agissait de 

décision à la suite d’une 
communication duH. Dan Morias, 
sénateur du comté du Maryland, 
selon lequel les employés 
del’université Tubman de son 
comté étaient en colère après 
avoir constaté que leur salaire 
avait diminué.

Selon lui, la situation risque 
de devenir incontrôlable si elle 
n ’ e s t  p a s  r é g l é e  
immédiatement.

Il avait appelé de ses vœux 
l'intervention du parlement pour 
protéger de toute destruction la 
deuxième plus grande université 
d'Etat du pays.

Pour sa part, le sénateur Abe 
Darius Dillon du comté de 
Montserrado, avait dénoncé 
l’opération d’harmonisation qui, 
selon lui, menace la sécurité. Il 
avait fait valoir que c’est au 
pouvoir législatif d’indiquer 
c o m m e n t  l ’ a r g e n t  d u  
gouvernement devrait être 
dépensé, il fallait donc que le 
ministre des Finances dît donc au 
S é n a t  q u i  l u i  a  d o n n é  
l’autorisation de réduire les 
salaires des fonctionnaires.

Quant au sénateur du comté 
de Bomi, Morris Seytumah, qui 
préside le Comité des voies et 
moyens, il avait dit qu'il n'était 
pas au courant de la façon dont 
l'harmonisation en cours était 
appliquée, notant qu'il semblait 
n'y avoir aucun plan. Pour le 
sénateur G. Alphonso Gaye du 
comté de Grand Gedeh, il est 
embarrassant pour eux en tant 
que dirigeants de ne pas être au 
courant du processus, affirmant 
q u e  l e  S é n a t  d e v r a i t  
communiquer avec le président 
pour demander à son ministre 
des Finances de suspendre 
l'ensemble du processus en 
attendant qu’il fût mis en place 
une politique officielle en la 
matière.

Le sénateur Marshall Dennis, 
du comté de Grand Gedeh, avait 
appelé ses collègues à faire 
preuve de fermeté avant que la 
s i t u a t i o n  n e  d e v î n t  
incontrôlable. Le sénateur 
Prince Y. Johnson avait pour sa 
part fait savoir que le ministre 
des Finances travaillait sur ordre 
du président.

« Le [ministre] des finances 
ne fait pas l'harmonisation de 
son propre chef ; l'ordre est venu 
du président parce qu'il travaille 
à la volonté et aux plaisirs du 
président », avait déclaré le 
fervent défenseur du président 
Weah.

Il avait dit regretter que 
l'exécutif eût l’habitude de 
mettre en œuvre certaines 
mesures à l'insu du parlement. « 
C’est doux pour eux. Le 
p r é s i d e n t  a  n o m m é  u n  
responsablequi n’a pas été 
confirmé par le Sénat et qui a 
commencé à travailler aux États-
Unis », avait-t-il rappelé

garantir un salaire égal pour un 
travail égal. Mais à la surprise 
générale des employés, ils ont 
plutôt vu leur salaire diminuer 
de plus de la moitié, affectant le 
pouvoir d'achat dans une 
économie en proie à une 
hyperinflation et à des prix 
élevés.

Alors, les membres de 
l’Assemblée législative, s’étant 
rendu compte de la gravité de la 
situation, ont décidé de la 
suspension immédiate du 

a Côte d’Ivoire vient 
de rendre un dernier Lhommage à DJ Arafat. 

La star internationale du 
coupé-décalé a obtenu des 
funérailles nationales d’une 
envergure inédite pour un 
artiste. L’artiste ivoirien, 
décédé le 12 août dernier dans 
un accident de la route, a été 
enterré dans la matinée ce 
samedi 31 août, après toute 
une nuit de concerts et de fête 
à Abidjan.

Des obsèques grandioses qui 
se sont malheureusement 

paiement des salaires des 
employés du gouvernement et 
invité le ministre des Finances, 
Samuel Tweah, à comparaitre 
devant eux pour donner des 
explications. A noter que la 
prétendue harmonisation des 
salaires n'a pas été légiférée.

Que s’est-t-il vraiment passé 
?

 Lors de sa comparution au 
siège du parlement, The Capitol 
Building, le jeudi 29 août, M. 
Tweah a informé les députés que 

achevées sur des échauffourées 
au cimetière et la profanation 
de la tombe par des fans 
déchaînés.

Des pleurs, des larmes, des 
cris… En quelques minutes, 
l’ambiance festive qui régnait 
au stade Félix Houphouët-
Boigny depuis vendredi a laissé 
la place à la tristesse. L’arrivée 
du corps de DJ Arafat est la 
cause de cette cascade 
d’émotions.

« Ça me fait trop mal. Le soir 
on a fait le show, c’était bien 
mais ça me fait mal ».

La dépouille du « Daïshikan » 
est présentée dans son cercueil, 
au centre de la pelouse du stade. 
Tour à tour défilent la famille et 
les proches, les stars africaines 
D a v i d o ,  D i d i e r  D r o g b a ,  
FallyIpupa, pour un dernier 
adieu à leur ami décédé. 
Tristesse aussi sur la pelouse et 
dans les tribunes où les fans de 
l’icône ivoirienne restent 
inconsolables.

« Dès que la dépouille est 
arrivée, j’étais en larmes. 
C’était vraiment époustouflant. 
J’étais peiné, attristé. Je me 
suis dit que j’avais tout perdu. 
C’est un grand homme que dieu 
nous a enlevé ».

I m p e c c a b l e  d a n s  s o n  
organisation, la cérémonie de 
l e v é e  d u  c o r p s  n ’ a  
malheureusement pas suffi à 
ceux qui vouent un véritable 
culte à l’artiste et qui refusent 
de croire à sa mort.

À l’issue de l’enterrement de 
la dépouille au cimetière de 
Williamsville, des dizaines de 
jeunes ont ouvert le cercueil de 
DJ Arafat pour s’assurer de son 
décès. C’était juste après que 
n’éclatent des échauffourées 
entre la police et les fans, 
furieux de ne pouvoir assister à 
la mise en terre de leur idole, 
réservée à la famille.
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Le ministre libérien des finances nie la 
réduction des salaires des fonctionnaires

Côte d’Ivoire : l’enterrement de DJ 
Arafat se termine dans le grabuge
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EW YORK – Depuis quatre décennies a cours 
aux États-Unis la doctrine selon laquelle les Nentreprises cotées doivent maximiser la 

valeur actionnariale – en l’occurrence les profits et 
le cours des actions – , ici et maintenant, quoi qu’il 
advienne, quelles qu’en soient les conséquences 
pour les employés, les consommateurs et les sous-
traitants. C’est pourquoi la déclaration en faveur 
d’un capitalisme des parties prenantes, signée au 
début de ce mois par tous les membres ou presque de 
la puissante Business Roundtable a fait sensation. 
Voici en effet les PDG des plus puissantes entreprises 
que compte l’Amérique qui disent aux Américains et 
au monde que faire des affaires, c’est regarder au-
delà des résultats financiers. Quel revirement ! Mais 
quel crédit lui donner ?

Milton Friedman, l’idéologue de la liberté des 
marchés, par ailleurs lauréat du Nobel d’économie, 
a non seulement beaucoup œuvré à diffuser la 
doctrine de la primauté des actionnaires mais son 
influence fut telle qu’on a inscrit cette doctrine dans 
la législation des États-Unis. Friedman est allé 
jusqu’à dire qu’« il n’y a qu’une et une seule 
responsabilité sociale de l’entreprise – utiliser ses 
ressources et s’engager dans des activités destinées 
à accroître ses bénéfices ».

C’est curieusement peu après qu’il énonça ses idées, 
et à peu près au moment où elles furent popularisées 
et intégrées aux lois de gouvernance des entreprises 
– comme si elles étaient fondées sur une théorie 
économique rationnelle – que nous montrions, Sandy 
Grossman et moi-même, dans une série d’articles de 
la fin des années 1970, que le capitalisme des 
actionnaires ne maximise pas la prospérité 
sociétale. 

C’est évidemment vrai en cas d’externalités 
importantes, comme le changement climatique, ou 
lorsque les entreprises empoisonnent l’air que nous 
respirons ou l’eau que nous buvons. Et c’est 
évidemment vrai lorsque les entreprises poussent à 
la consommation de produits dangereux pour la 
santé, comme les boissons sucrées, qui contribuent à 
l’obésité infantile, ou les analgésiques, qui 
déclenchent une crise des opiacés, ou lorsqu’elles 
exploitent la crédulité et la fragilité du chaland, 
comme l’université Trump et tant d’autres 
institutions d’éducation supérieure à but lucratif. Et 
c’est vrai lorsqu’elles tirent profit de leur pouvoir de 
marché, comme le font de nombreuses banques et 
de nombreuses sociétés du secteur technologique.

Mais c’est aussi vrai d’une façon plus générale : le 
marché peut conduire les entreprises à 
l’imprévoyance et au sous-investissement dès lors 
qu’il s’agit de leurs employés et des localités où elles 
sont implantées. C’est donc un soulagement que de 
grands dirigeants, censés avoir une perception aiguë 
du fonctionnement de l’économie, aient enfin vu 
d’où venait la lumière et adopté une conception 
moderne de l’économie, quand bien même il leur 
aura fallu quelque quarante ans pour y parvenir.  

Mais ces chefs d’entreprise pensent-i ls 
véritablement ce qu’ils disent ? ou leur déclaration 
n’est-elle qu’un gage rhétorique devant 
l’impopularité que leur vaut une mauvaise conduite 
trop répandue ? Il existe bien des raisons de croire 
qu’ils font montre d’une certaine hypocrisie, pour 
ne pas dire d’une hypocrisie certaine.

Il incombe d’abord aux entreprises de payer leurs 
impôts. On trouve pourtant dans les rangs des 
signataires inspirés par une conception nouvelle de 
leur rôle les champions de l’évasion fiscale du pays, 
à commencer par Apple, qui, aux dires de tous, 
continue d’utiliser des paradis fiscaux comme 
Jersey. D’autres ont soutenu le projet fiscal du 
président des États-Unis Donald Trump en 2017, qui 

réduit considérablement les impôts des entreprises et 
des milliardaires, mais qui, lorsqu’il sera entièrement 
mis en œuvre, les augmentera pour la plupart des 
ménages de la classe moyenne et conduira des millions 
d’autres à perdre leur assurance santé (dans un pays 
qui détient déjà le record des inégalités, qui obtient les 
pires résultats en matière de soins de santé et où 
l’espérance de vie est la plus faible de toutes les 
grandes économies développées). Et si ces dirigeants 
d’entreprises ont proclamé que les réductions 
d’impôts allaient engendrer une hausse de 
l’investissement et des salaires, leurs employés ont dû 
se contenter de quelques miettes. L’argent, pour 
l’essentiel, n’a pas servi à l’investissement mais au 
rachat d’actions, qui n’a eu d’autre utilité que de 
remplir les poches des actionnaires et des PDG avec des 
plans d’incitations à augmenter la rentabilité des 
titres.

S’ils ressentaient vraiment la nécessité d’élargir leur 
responsabilité, les dirigeants d’entreprises feraient 
bon accueil à un renforcement des réglementations 
destinées à protéger l’environnement et à améliorer la 
santé et la sécurité de leurs employés. Ce qu’ont fait 
quelques constructeurs automobiles (Honda, Ford, 
BMW et Volkswagen) soutenant une régulation plus 
ferme que celle voulue par l’administration Trump, 
alors que l’actuel président ne cesse de détricoter 
l’héritage de l’ancien président Barack Obama en 
matière d’environnement. On a même vu des cadres de 
sociétés spécialisées dans les boissons non alcoolisées 
(par conséquent sucrées) qui semblaient mal supporter 
de contribuer à l’obésité infantile, dont ils savent 
qu’elle mène souvent au diabète. 

Mais si de nombreux PDG peuvent vouloir faire leur 
devoir (ou avoir une famille ou des amis qui le 
souhaitent), ils ont aujourd’hui des concurrents qui ne 
le veulent pas. C’est pourquoi de nombreuses sociétés 
attendent une réglementation anti-corruption, tout 
comme des normes de protection de l’environnement 
ou de la santé et de la sécurité sur les lieux de travail. 

Malheureusement, nombre des mégabanques dont le 
comportement irresponsable s’est soldé par la crise 
financière mondiale de 2008 ne sont pas dans les 
mêmes dispositions. L’encre de la loi Dodd-Franck, qui 
réformait le marché financier et renforçait la 
réglementation dans le but d’éloigner la perspective 
d’une nouvelle crise, n’était pas encore sèche que les 
banques se mettaient au travail pour en faire abroger 
les principales dispositions. Parmi elles, la JPMorgan 
Chase, dont le PDG Jamie Dimon est aussi le président 
en exercice de la Business Roundtable. Il n’est pas 
étonnant, si l’on considère l’importance de l’argent 
dans la vie politique américaine, que les banques 
soient parvenues à leurs fins. Dix ans après la crise, 
poursuivies par ceux à qui leur comportement 
irresponsable et frauduleux a porté tort, certaines sont 
encore en procès. Leurs poches profondes, espèrent-
elles, leur permettront de survivre aux plaignants.

La nouvelle orientation des PDG les plus puissants 
d’Amérique est, évidemment, bienvenue. Mais il 
faudra attendre encore un peu pour savoir s’ils pensent 
vraiment ce qu’ils disent ou s’il ne s’agit que d’un 
nouveau coup publicitaire. Dans l’intervalle, nous 
avons besoin d’une réforme de la législation. La pensée 
de Friedman n’a pas seulement fourni aux PDG rapaces 
un parfait alibi pour se conduire en tout point comme 
ils le veulent, elle a aussi débouché sur des lois de 
gouvernance des entreprises qui ont gravé le 
capitalisme des actionnaires dans le cadre juridique de 
l’Amérique et de nombreux autres pays. Cela doit 
changer. De sorte que les entreprises n’aient plus 
seulement la permission mais l’obligation de prendre 
en compte les effets de leur comportement sur les 
autres parties prenantes.
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’audience budgétaire du ministère des Travaux publics a 
révélé lundi 26 août un autre scandale financier qui concerne L27 millions de dollars américains dont le ministère n’a pas été 

à même de rendre compte.
Le montant fait partie d'une enveloppe de 40 millions de dollars US 
allouée au ministère pour l'exercice fiscal 2018/2019. Il était 
destiné au développement des infrastructures routières. Il semble 
difficile de retrouver les traces de cet argent, car le sous-ministre 
des Travaux publics, Joseph Todd, n’a pu rendre compte que de 13 
millions de dollars lors de sa comparution devant le Comité 
législatif mixte des voies, des moyens, des finances et du budget.

Le sous-ministre Todd s’était rendu au parlement pour défendre le 
projet de budget du ministère des Travaux publics et fournir un 
rapport de performance de l’exercice fiscal précédent, comme il 
est de coutume.
Mais son appel en faveur d’une augmentation de 29 millions de 
dollars américains sur les 40 millions de dollars précédant est 
tombé dans l’oreille de sourd.

Au cours de la période des questions, le comité mixte a établi que le 
ministère présidé par Mobutu VlahNyenpan, ancien sénateur du 
comté de Sinoe, aurait mal géré les fonds et ne pouvait pas rendre 
compte de 27 millions de dollars de l’argent des contribuables qui 
lui avait été confié pour le développement national.

Todd ne pouvait pas non plus donner des détails techniques sur les 
13 millions de dollars dépensés par les autorités des travaux 
publics. Il n’a fait qu’informer le comité et le public que ce 
montant avait été utilisé pour la construction des routes sans 
indiquer clairement quelles routes ou combien de kilomètres et 
l'emplacement exact des routes.

Ce qui se passe au ministère des travaux publics est non seulement 
décevant, mais aussi extrêmement regrettable, surtout en ces 
temps de crise économie où le Libéria est ébranlé par une inflation 
de plus de 40% exacerbée par unedépréciation rapide de la 
monnaie locale à cause de la mauvaise gestion, du pillage des 
ressources publiques et de la corruption généralisée.
Le ministère des Travaux publics, sous la direction du ministre 
Mobutu VlahNyenpan, a été jugé défaillant dans l'utilisation des 
fonds alloués et des biens matériels sur le terrain.

Le ministre Nyenpan lui-même n’est pas comparu devant la 
Chambre pour l’audience de lundi, mais si l’on en juge par le 
compte de son principal suppléant, ce ministère doit faire plus 
pour rendre compte correctement des fonds publics qui lui ont été 
confiés.
27 millions de dollars US pour un gouvernement qui ne peut pas 
payer les salaires de ses fonctionnaires à temps ? C’est beaucoup 
d’argent ça et les auteurs devraient normalement en rendre 
compte. Mais hélas, ce dossier sera classé, comme nous 
commençons à le constater. Après tout, le ministre Nyenpan est un 
pilier de la Coalition pour le changement démocratique du 
président George Weah. Il est donc intouchable.

Nous prenons l’exemple de Samuel Tweah, ministre des Finances et 
de la Planification du développement, et Nathaniel R. Patray, 
gouverneur de la Banque centrale du Libéria, qui étaient mouillés 
dans un scandale financier de 25 millions de dollars américains 
sortis des réserves nationales pour éponger l’excès de liquidité de 
la monnaie locale.

Les audits menés à la fois par le cabinet parrainé par l'USAID, Kroll 
& Associates, et par la commission d’enquête présidentielle 
constituée par la présidence, ont fait état d’une mauvaise gestion 
flagrante de l'argent et d’un manque de transparence. Les 
nombreux appels à leur limogeage par le chef de l’Etat sont restés 
sans effet, car ils bénéficient toujours de la confiance du président 
George Weah.

Par conséquent, rien ne permet de croire que le ministère des 
Travaux publics sera tenu de rendre compte des 27 millions USD en 
question. Nous croyons fermement que le soi-disant comité ad hoc 
mis en place par le Comité législatif mixte pour enquêter n’est rien 
de plus qu’un coup monté dans les relations publiques, qui consiste 
à classer l’affaire sous le tapis et à mener ses activités comme 
d’habitude.
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Éditorial
Où sont passés les 27 millions 
de dollars américains ?

Le capitalisme des parties prenantes 
fait-il vraiment son retour ?

Par Joseph E. Stiglitz
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      The development of instant communications and the 
advance of science and technology have increased the 
depth and scope of diplomacy in this contemporary world 
of civilization, especially with globalization and the 
emergence of new and powerful states on the world stage, 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons, conflict resolution, 
terrorism and bad governance (Foreign Ministry, 2012).  
The necessity for a well-formulated dialogue in a modern 
world when relative certainties of a bipolar state system 
have given way to a disorderly, confused multi-polarity is 
witnessed by the distracted pace of contemporary 
diplomatic activities.

   Liberia’s Poor Economic Situation

       But considering Liberia’s present poor economic 
situation, economic diplomacy should be given greater 
priority in our international relations with powerful states 
and government since economic diplomacy is now a key 
factor in the development of contemporary international 
politics. It is clear that economic and commercial 
interests, particularly those related to investment, trade, 
exports, protection, and assistance could be essential 
aspects of the diplomatic activities of a considerable 
number of countries.

     The landscape of contemporary diplomacy in terms of 
practice may have lost some of its image of exceptional 
ingredients, in the sense that it has to compete and 
interact with a much wider dynamic of the international 
system, conduct itself in a more time-sensitive manner, 
and be applied with a greater technical orientation and  to 
a far greater extent than in the past, diplomacy is 
wrapped up with domestic policy-formulation and 
political demands about governance across an extended 
spectrum of issue areas.

      The practices have changed from the old practices to a 
contemporary system; beginning with the advancement of 
technology and education that makes it imperative to 
adapt to the many demands evolving from the 
introduction of an advanced hi-tech communication and 
continuing transformations of the international system.  
The revolutionary changes in the nature of relations 
between sovereign states and even non-state actors have 
changed the responsibilities of today’s diplomacy which is 
basically that of mediation and communication of 
international issues between countries, international 
system, and the public.

         Those who are accorded the dedicated task to 
positively drive president Weah’s regime foreign policy 
and international relations should understand that 
diplomacy goes far beyond sparkling red and white wines, 
champagne, ceremonial dinner and soliciting financial 
and other hand-outs for personal enrichment. This 
requires hard work, a strong background, and good 
negotiation skills as regards emerging contemporary 
issues, and multidisciplinary perspective since 
professional diplomacy is an appropriate instrument to 
perform this synthesis, to the extent that it can use its 
persuasive techniques in favor of businesses and 
investments and, simultaneously, prove to be politically 
and economically profitable to Liberia.

       The noble profession which goes with greater 
demands is not an end but a means; not a purpose but a 
method. It seeks, by the use of reason, conciliation and 
the exchange of interests to prevent major conflicts 
arising between sovereign states and other civil 
organizations. Diplomacy goes far beyond sparkling red 
and white wines, champagne, ceremonial dinner and 
soliciting financial and other hand-outs for personal 
enrichment.

    It is an activity which aims to promote the national 
interest of a country and also a technique for 
accommodating conflicting interest. But it could also be 
construed that apart from representing national interests 
the role of a diplomat includes bringing about 

compromises to ensure a greater peace in an age when 
conflict has more dire consequences.

       Diplomacy today takes place among multiple sites of 
authority, power, and influence;   at its essence is the 
conduct of relationships, using peaceful means, by and 
among international actors, at least one of whom is usually 
governmental. The typical international actors are states 
and the bulk of diplomacy involves relations between 
states directly, or between states, international 
organizations, and other international actors.

       Contemporary diplomacy in terms of practice is 
carried out through several processes such Shuttle 
diplomacy, Multilateral Diplomacy,  Public diplomacy, 
Economics diplomacy, Hi-Tech diplomacy, Conference 
diplomacy, Instant Media diplomacy and Resident 
diplomacy which is also called Track  diplomacy;  Track 
One refers to the standard form of diplomacy involving 
negotiations between officials of two or more.

      According to a leading twentieth-century figure in the 
study of international politics, Hans Morgenthau, 
diplomacy will naturally decline with the onset of modern 
communication technologies such as the telephone, 
telegraph, cable and communication satellite.

       Occasionally, telephone diplomacy some time 
experiences problems due to tech-glitch, on the largest 
scale hi-tech diplomacy is wildly used by world leaders to 
get a quick result (Gray, 2014), The Practices of Hi-Tech 
Diplomacy in an Advanced Technically World). Studies 
have shown that the Hi-Tech diplomacy is used mainly by 
world leaders and emissaries to by-passed their 
ambassadors to put their calls through directly to their 
counterparts or other high ranking officials of another 
state to discuss issues. This form of diplomacy, unlike the 
traditional one, is very effective, it gives instant results.

     Also, technology has rendered the difference in time, 
space and distance irrelevant and meaningless in 
contemporary diplomatic intercourse. Besides, the 
almighty internet with its many sophisticated features 
including the e-mail segment cannot be denied center-
stage in the community of diplomacy (US State 
Department report 2003).  Another factor is multilateral 
diplomacy which also brought in its wake new forms of 
diplomatic activity like public debates, extensive 
committee work; parliamentary procedures that back in 
the home country are the provenance of politicians.

     Intranet” systems allow, among other benefits, 
presents a comprehensive and effective communication 
between the Foreign Ministry and diplomatic missions in 
their country. “Instant media” have a significant role in 
this area, especially the “chats” and social media 
networks like Face book, Skype and Twitter, which are 
used both by the foreign ministries and diplomatic 
missions to disseminate and receive data.

      These forms of diplomacy were very effective during 
the 2016 US Elections which Republican Party’s J. Donald 
Trump won over his Democrats challenger, Hillary Clinton, 
although seventy-five percent of news on the Facebook 
and internet were fake, misleading or fabrication to the 
disadvantage of the other party.

     Another effective form of diplomacy is Public 
diplomacy which has grown in the world and in the age of 
reality TV which is used to mobilize public support, to 
sustain momentum in negotiations, or to sabotage 
negotiations by leaking details of concessions contrary to 
individual preferences. This practice also includes 
Conference diplomacy has its antecedents in the Eastern 
Mediterranean in the 4th century.

        Another area of diplomacy, which has brought great 
development to other nations is economic and trade 
diplomacy, as well as economic and commercial 
diplomacy. Nowadays, economic diplomacy and trade are 
now being given greater priority; these areas are now the 
key factors in the development of contemporary 
international politics.

       In the contemporary world, the issues of economic 
interests, trade, protection of nationals, and security have 

become much more difficult, with major challenges 
affecting the practices of diplomacy being influenced by 
major actors and powerful states, and some time the 
continued experiment of global, continental and regional 
groupings. Other factors such as bad political decisions in 
domestic politics, economic growth, and technological 
development, among others have greatly affected the 
international system.

        In an advanced technological era, diplomats 
sometimes are merely the messengers of their 
governments rather than important advisers and 
policymakers, since technology has brought about 
psychological warfare and propaganda that has become a 
powerful weapon to diplomacy and foreign policy. At 
present, diplomats are engaged in an expanding range of 
functions, from negotiation, communication, consular, 
representation, and reporting to observation, 
merchandise trade, and services promotion, cultural 
exchange, and public relations. Diplomats restrict their 
interactions and deal solely with other members of an 
exclusive club, comprised of governmental officials, 
fellow diplomats, and, occasionally, members of the 
business community.

      The practice of diplomacy in the contemporary world 
as relates the new world order and international relations, 
the ancient practice of diplomacy has undergoes several 
transformations to the  new effectual and dynamics ones, 
moving at a greater speech that requires one to precisely 
understand foreign politics, culture, trade and commerce, 
and the intellectual facility and linguistic agility to 
network and intelligently contribute meaningfully at 
major gathering where issues are brought forth and 
discussed.

        In contemporary diplomacy, the issues of economic 
interests, trade, protection of nationals, and security have 
become much more difficult, with major challenges 
affecting the practices of diplomacy being influenced by 
major actors and powerful states, and some time the 
continued experiment of global, continental and regional 
groupings.

        Furthermore, a leader’s willingness to use the 
telephone has carried communication a step further. In the 
Persian Gulf crisis of 1991, former President George Bush, 
Sr., and former President Mikhail Gorbachev conducted an 
unprecedented 75 minutes telephone conversation 
including the time needed for translations.

       Also the Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu 
made a telephone call to the former UN secretary-general 
Ban Ki-moon dissuading him not to go to Iran, former US 
secretary of state, Colin Powell conducted an 
unprecedented about 95 telephone calls under the rubric 
of diplomacy to his colleagues around the world while 
former Foreign Minister Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan on 
several occasions took advantage of this modern system of 
tech-diplomacy. Occasionally, telephone diplomacy some 
time experiences problems due to tech-glitch.

      According to reports, former Secretary Colin Powell 
by-passed his ambassador and put a call through directly 
to the Secretary-General. Study shows that technology has 
rendered the difference in time, space and distance 
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 taxi cab operator 
has been killed in a Afatal car crash with 

Vice President Jewel Howard 
- Taylor’s convoy at the 15th 
G a t e  I n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  
Montserrado County, with 
passengers from both the 
convoy and the taxi suffering 
serious injuries.

The incident occurred in 
the community on Saturday, 
31 August about 23 miles east 
of Monrovia while Vice 
Pr e s i d e n t  Ta y l o r  w a s  
returning to the capital.

It was reported that the 
taxi cab operator died on the 
spot after colliding with the 
Executive Protection Service 
(EPS) vehicle in the vice 
president’s convoy.

A photo of an EPS vehicle 
seen after the incident 
carries a license plate with 
number 78.

It shows that the EPS 
vehicle fell tragically with all 
its tires turned towards the 
sky, as another photo shows a 
crowd standing in awe around 

alm has returned to 
concession districts Cin two southeastern 

counties as the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Varney A. 
Sirleaf over the weekend 
resolved two crisis situations 
in Pleebo-Sodoken District, 
Mary land  County,  and  
Garaway,  Wedabo and 
Sorroken Districts in Grand 
Kru County.

In Maryland County, the 
Maryland Oil Palm Plantation 
(MOPP) is operating there, 
while the oil giant, Golden 
Veroleum, Liberia (GVL) 
operates in Grand Kru County. 

A press release from the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
said normal operations of the 
two companies will resume 
Monday, September 2nd 
following weeks of paralysis. 

In recent weeks, the two 
concession companies have 
been hit separately by 
c i t izens’ protests  and 

a smashed yellow taxi cab.
The accident involving Vice 

President Taylor’s convoy 
comes over six months after 
President George Manneh 
Weah’s convoy suffered 
similar tragedy with two 
deaths occurring and several 

indefinite strike action by 
workers, thus paralyzing their 
operations and destroying 
palm fru its  which are 
harvested on a daily basis. The 
two Managements say the 
obstructions have cost them 
thousands of dollars in loss. 

In Grand Kru County, over 
one thousand two hundred 
workers of Golden Veroleum, 
Liberia will resume normal 
operations this Monday 
September 2nd following days 
of intensive negotiations 
between them and their top 
management.

The workers in mid-August 
laid down their tools for what 
they termed as the company’s 
failure to address some 
unsettled demands.

A joint mission from the 
Ministries of Internal Affairs 
and Labor, headed by the 
Internal Affairs Ministry Boss 
visited Sorroken where the 
dialogues were held. The GVL 
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others, including journalists 
accredited to the Mansion and 
some internal media staff 
being wounded seriously.

In a statement released the 
same day, Vice President 
Taylor’s office confirmed the 
incident, saying a vehicle in 

Management and workers 
among other things agreed to 
improve their relations and 
that the company assured 
government to meet the 
demands of workers which 
we re  ca tego r i zed  i n t o  
segments namely: immediate, 
medium and long terms.

G r a n d  K r u  C o u n t y  
Superintendent Madam Doris 
Ylatun who was instrumental in 
resolving the stand-off praised 
Minister Sirleaf and team for 
the intervention. Madam 
Ylatun believes that with the 
d i r e c t  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  
government, the workers’ 
c o n c e r n s  w i l l  n o w  b e  
adequately addressed.

GVL’s Chief Executive Office 
Mr. Ferdy Surya Handojo and 
Vice President Elvis Morris who 
headed the Management 
as sured  the  company’s  
renewed commitment to the 
workers, communities of 
Grand Kru and Government. 

The press release named 
the spokespersons of the 
aggrieved workers during the 
discussions to include Matthew 
S. Tweh, Jr, Quiah Wolo, 
Theophilus Gippley, Tetee A. 
Diggs and Darius D. Doe, among 
others. They assured the 
company of cordial working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  
management.

For his part, Assistant Labor 
Minister for Regional Labor 
Affairs, Honorable Wilson 
Dumoe said his Ministry 
remains committed to ensure 
labor related demands are met 
consistent with laws, however 
warning that the company is 
operating under law, therefore 
it will not be subjected to 
illegal strike actions. 

Meanwhile, in Maryland 

her convoy was involved in a 
fatal collision with a taxi at the 
15th Gate Intersection on the 
Monrovia - Kakata Highway.

“Passengers in both vehicles 
sustained serious injuries and 
fatalities have been reported,” 
the Vice President’s office 
says. 

It indicates that the injured 
have been evacuated to the 
State - run  John F. Kennedy 
Hospital in Monrovia for further 
treatment.

“The Office of the Vice 

County, on August 26, 2019, 
c i t i z en s  o f  Gbeken ,  a  
community near the operation 
area of MOPP violently shut 
d o w n  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  
operations on allegation that 
the company had encroached 
on their customary land.

The citizens invoked their 
tradition and set up road blocks 
to prevent access to MOPP’s 
w o r k e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
spokespersons of Gbeken 
Community, their action to 
close the routes to the 
company’s operation areas was 
t r i g g e r e d  b y  p r o l o n g  
complaints of encroachment 
which have not been fully 
addressed.

The Government of Liberia 
on March 4, 2011 awarded 
MOPP 5,570 acres of land to 
plant oil palm in the District. 

To resolve conflict, Minister 
Sirleaf requested the Liberia 
Land Authority to conduct an 
investigative survey which was 
immediately conducted by a 

President of the Republic of 
Liberia expresses its deep 
regrets over the incident and 
extends condolences to the 
families of the deceased; 
prayers are being offered for 
the speedy recovery of those 
injured,” the statement 
conclues.

Earlier on Sunday, February 
10, 2019, the press vehicle in 
the motorcade of President 
Weah collided with another 
vehicle belonging to former 
Associate Justice, Wilkins 
Wright which reportedly 
intruded into the motorcade 
near Gbarnga, Bong County. 

S t a f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  
Department of Public Affairs of 
the Ministry of State including 
cameraman Gabriel Mills , 
d r i v e r  S a m u e l  Z o r h ,  
cameraman Mohammed S. 
Konneh and journalist Jerry 
Gaye of Prime FM were in the 
press car when the accident 
occurred.  

Other journalists included 
State - owned LBS’ Isaac 
Freeman and Joseph Sayon. 
The accident at the time killed 
Mr. Gabriel Wilson, commonly 
called Executive Horn, an 
employee of the Ministry of 
State for Presidential Affairs, 
and a lady riding in the 
intruding vehicle.

team headed by Mr. George Y. 
Miller, Director of Land 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n  
experienced Cartographer and 
Surveyor of the Land Authority.

A technical Assistant at the 
Internal Affairs Ministry Mr. D. 
Emmanuel Wheinyue said the 
investigative survey was 
observed by all parties to the 
conflict and local authorities 
including George A. Prowd. Mr. 
Wheinyue is quoted by the 
release that that Land 
Authority’s investigative survey 
established that MOPP did not 
cross over the boundary, 
c o n t r a r y  t o  c l a i m s  o f  
encroachment.  

The  outcome o f  the  
investigative survey was 
presented and explained at a 
well-attended town hall 
meeting in the town of 
Barreken on Saturday, August 
31, 2019. The result of the 
survey was welcomed by the 
citizens, promising to uphold 
it. 
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Calm return to trouble concession districts
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their books in order to avoid 
falling foul of financial fair 
play regulations.

Face to face talks between 
the  c l ub s '  h i e ra rch ie s  
followed, with several names 
being offered up by the 
Blaugrana as makeweights in 
proposed part-swap deals. 

time of it in Barcelona, 
suffering from persistent injury 
problems and having his 
attitude and lifestyle called 
into question on multiple 
occasions.

And while a fresh start in his 
native France might have 
seemed a good idea from the 
outside, the 22-year-old has 
flat-out refused to move, with 
money seemingly not a factor 
as Dembele plots a long career 
with the Liga champions.

Neymar, meanwhile, has 
informed a selection of his PSG 
team-mates that he will be 
lining up alongside them once 
more upon the completion of 
his international duties with 
Brazil – the Selecao take on 
Colombia and Peru in friendlies 
on September 7 and 11.

Back in Paris, Thomas 
Tuchel's outfit will be looking 
forward to reintegrating 
Neymar into their side and 
continue their solid start to the 
Ligue 1 campaign when they 
play host to Strasbourg on 
September 14.

PSG's insistence that Nelson 
Semedo be included initially 
stalled progress as Barca did 
not want to part ways with the 
full-back.

Ivan Rakitic's name also 
came up, and the Croat being 
d r o p p e d  f r o m  E r n e s t o  
Valverde's recent starting XIs 

h e  S p a n i s h  
champions were Toptimistic that a 

deal could be struck, but 
ultimately the Brazilian will 
remain in France

Neymar is set to remain a 
Paris Saint-Germain player 
for the 2019-20 season, Goal 
can conf irm, as talks  
b e t w e e n  t h e  F r e n c h  
champions and Barcelona 
failed to reach a conclusion 
that suited both parties, 
ending a transfer saga that 
has dragged on all summer 
long.

PSG originally refused to 
enter talks with the Catalan 
side due to a breakdown in 
relations between the two 
clubs. But with Neymar 
effectively downing tools to 
force through a move, the 
Parisians relaxed their stance 
in a bid to offload the 
wantaway star.

T h e r e  w a s  g r o w i n g  
optimism on Barca's end that 
a deal could be struck before 
the end of the summer 
window, having cleared 
Philippe Coutinho's wages off 

suggested he could be on his 
way. Ultimately, however, it 
was Ousmane Dembele 's 
refusal to move to Paris that 
scuppered Neymar's Camp Nou 
return.

The man signed as the 
Brazilian's replacement in 2017 
has had something of a rough 
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nter Mi lan str iker  
Romelu Lukaku was Iracially abused by 

Cagliari fans as he scored from 
the penalty spot to give his 
club a 2-1 victory in Serie A.

He is the latest black 
player to suffer abuse from 
Cagliari fans, prompting calls 
for action to be taken.

Lukaku, 26, stood and 
stared at fans behind the goal 
- where monkey chants had 
come from - after scoring.

"Cagliari have history for 
this," said European football's 
anti-discrimination body Fare.

scoring a goal. Serie A decided 
not to sanction Cagliari for their 
fans' racism - despite admitting 
t h e i r  a c t i o n s  w e r e  
"reprehensible".

The previous year Cagliari 
fans were called out after 
abusing another Juventus player 
in Blaise Matuidi - but Italian 
football chiefs did not take any 
action. In 2017, Pescara 
midfielder Sulley Muntari 
walked off the pitch after being 
racially abused by Cagliari fans - 
but was subsequently banned by 
football authorities for his 
protest.

Be l g i um in te rna t i ona l  
Lukaku, a £74m signing from 
Manchester United in the 
summer, was playing in his 
second game for Antonio Conte's 
side at Cagliari's Sardegna 
Arena.

Last season Everton's Moise 
Kean suffered similar abuse 
when playing against Cagliari for 
Juventus. But the incident 
became a bigger issue when 
Juventus boss Massimiliano 
Allegri and defender Leonardo 
Bonucci appeared to suggest 
Kean should take some of the 
blame for the way he celebrated 

Barca move off: Neymar set to stay at PSG

Lukaku racially abused after scoring winner at Cagliari
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