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ational University of 
S c i e n c e  a n d  NTechnology (Nust) 

students  were arrested 
yesterday for staging a 
demonstration at the college 
campus.

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
p ro te s t i ng  aga i n s t  t he  
continued industrial action by 
lecturers who are demanding a 
pay hike. 

Only two of the arrested 
students had been released 
l a s t  n i g h t ,  s o u r c e s  
said.Bulawayo acting police 
s p ok e sp e r s on  A s s i s t a n t  
Inspector Nomalanga Msebele 

declined to comment on the 
matter yesterday. The students 
last week tried to stage 
another demonstration which 
was thwarted by police.

Their concern was lecturers 
were not attending to them for 
the past three weeks. The most 
affected students were the 
parallel classes that have 
reportedly not been learning 
since the beginning of this 
semester.

Student Representative 
Council president Dennis 
Mwashita yesterday told 
Southern Eye that anti-riot 

police swamped the campus in 
the morning and crushed the 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  b e f o r e  
arrest ing  some of  the 
students.“Dogs were set 
loose, students were heavily 
assaulted and taken into 
custody,” he said.

“The demonstration is still 
going on (as at 9am), other 
students have been displaced, 
but we are still trying to 
gather them around. We have 
been trying to contact the 
administration, but they are 
not available or they are not 
interested.”In a statement, 

the SRC president earlier on 
had said it was now clear that 
their administration had failed 
to deliver quality education.

“We regret to inform the 
authorities that if the official 
and principal business at a 
university is denied, we are 
demanding the halting of any 
activity on campus.

We must remind the 
authorities that they have 
forced us out of class and, 
indeed, we shall stay out of 
class unless resolute action is 
taken to end this crisis,” read 
the statement. AFP
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e generally have a 
pretty solid grasp Wof what kinds of 

materials exist in Earth’s 
crust, but despite centuries 
of study, sometimes our 
planet throws researchers a 
curveball. For one Ph.D. 
student from the University 
of Alberta, that curveball 
took the form of a never-
before-seen mineral tucked 
away inside a diamond at a 
volcanic site in South Africa.

Nicole Meyer and a team of 
researchers were the first to 
identify the mineral now 
known as Goldschmidtite, a 
strange combination of 
elements that could offer a 
glimpse into the inner 
workings of Earth’s mantle.

The first documented 
sample of Goldschmidtite, 
which is named in honor of 
legendary geochemist Victor 
Moritz Goldschmidt, was 
found sealed away inside a 
diamond at a volcanic dig site 
known as the Koffiefontein 
mine. The elements that 
make up the mineral make it 

a real oddity.
“Goldschmidtite has high 

concentrations of niobium, 
potassium, and the rare earth 
elements lanthanum and 
cerium, whereas the rest of 
the mantle is dominated by 
other elements, such as 
magnesium and iron,” Meyer, 

about the processes happening 
far below our feet. Diamond 
inclusions — material that is 
locked away inside a diamond 
when it forms — can provide an 
exciting look at what is 
unfolding deep within the 
planet.“Goldschmidtite is 
highly unusual for an inclusion 
captured by diamond and gives 
us a snap-shot of fluid-

first author of a new study 
pub l i s hed  i n  Amer i can  
Mineralogist, explained.

Studying material deep 
within Earth’s mantle is 
incredibly difficult. We can 
only dig so deep, and that 
means that researchers have 
to scour the surface for clues 

processes that affect the deep 
roots of continents during 
diamond formation,” Graham 
Pearson, co-supervisor of the 
team, said.The discovery might 
u l t i m a t e l y  r a i s e  m o r e  
questions than it answers, but 
that’s all part of the game 
when you’re trying to crack 
Earth’s secrets.AFP

hanaian security 
f o r c e s  h a v e  Garrested and are 

questioning three alleged 
coup plotters after their 
plans to target the presidency 
were foiled.

In a statement posted on 
Twitter, Ghana's government 
said the plot had "the 
ultimate aim of destabilising 
the country".

Military personnel were 
i n vo l ved  i n  ob ta i n i ng  

comes as a surprise.When 
President Nana Afuko-Addo 
was elected at the end of 
2016, he promised he would do 
all in his power to live up to 
v o t e r s '  h o p e s  a n d  

expectations. But those hopes 
and expectations were high 
and have not been met, our 
correspondent said..Ghana 
will go the polls in next 
year.BBC

weapons, the statement said.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

government, the group were 
aiming to recruit and radicalise 
a base of young people.A stash 
of weapons and ammunition 
was found following 15 months 
of surveillance.This included 
six pistols, three smoke 
grenades, 22 IEDs, two AK47 
magazines and one long knife.

Computer equipment, a 
voice recorder and a Ghanaian 
passport were also among the 

list of items seized.Security 
analysts have downplayed the 
claims of a coup plot, saying 
the group lacked the weapons 
and mass movement required.

The government statement 
said the three men arrested, 
named as Frederick Yao Mac-
Palm, Ezor Kafui and Bright 
Allan Debrah Ofosu, had set up 
a group targeting young 
people.Known as Take Action 
Ghana (TAG), the aim was to 
mobilise the youth for "nation-
building".

But this was a guise for their 
intention to "build a support 
base of youth, and radicalise 
them against the political 
authority in Ghana".The 
alleged coup plotters, one of 
whom is a doctor, had started 
procur ing weapons and 
improvised explosive devices.

The statement said they 
procured some chemicals that 
were to be used to concoct 
weapons from a hospital.

The government has also 
accused military personnel of 
plotting to obtain weapons.

The BBC's Favour Nunoo in 
the capital, Accra, said that 
although there is a lot of 
dissatisfaction in Ghana at the 
moment, this alleged plot still 

Ghana halts 'elaborate 
plot to destabilise country'

The plot targeted Ghana's president and 
government, according to a government statement

New mineral found 
in South Africa

15 Nust students arrested
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AMBRIDGE – Revelations that a whistleblower 
from the intelligence community has accused US CPresident Donald Trump of making inappropriate 

promises to a foreign leader have reignited the hopes 
that recently hung on the report of Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller. Many of those exasperated with Trump’s 
norm-violating, truth-bending, and polarizing 
presidency had believed that the system would 
somehow discipline, restrain, or remove him. Yet these 
hopes were misguided then, and they are misguided 
now.

The majority of voters who are fed up with Trump and 
the Republican Party that has loyally fallen behind him 
should not look to Washington insiders or a white knight 
to hold Trump accountable. That is society’s 
responsibility, first and foremost at the ballot box, and 
by protesting in the streets if necessary.

The conceit that the United States can be saved by 
Washington insiders and the Constitution is part of a 
common narrative about the origins of American 
institutions. According to this narrative, Americans owe 
their democracy and freedoms to founders’ brilliant, 
foresighted design of a system with the right types of 
checks and balances, separation of powers, and other 
safeguards.

As we explain in our new book, The Narrow Corridor: 
States, Societies, and the Fate of Liberty, this is not how 
democratic institutions and freedoms come about. 
Rather, they emerge and are protected by society’s 
mobilization, its assertiveness, and its willingness to use 
the ballot box when it can and the streets when it 
cannot. The US is no exception.

The US founders, like the economic and intellectual 
elites in Britain at the time, strove to develop laws and 
institutions that would support a strong, capable state 
under the control of like-minded rulers. Several of them 
viewed a monarchy of sorts as the best arrangement.

The US Constitution, written in 1787, reflected these 
preconceptions. It did not include a bill of rights and 
enshrined many non-democratic elements. This was not 
an oversight. The founders’ main objective was to calm 
the rising democratic fervor among common Americans 
and bring to heel state legislatures, which had been 
empowered by the Constitution’s predecessor, the 
Articles of Confederation.

In the aftermath of the War of Independence, many 
people, smitten by the new liberties they had been 
promised, were intent on actively participating in 
policymaking. The states were responding to popular 
pressure, forgiving debts, printing money, and raising 
taxes. Their profligacy and autonomy struck many of the 
founders, especially James Madison, Alexander 
Hamilton, and George Washington, as subversive. The 
Constitution they drafted was meant not only to manage 
national economic policy and defense, but also to put 
the democratic genie back into its bottle.

Madison emphasized this eloquently: “you must first 
enable the government to control the governed; and in 
the next place oblige it to control itself.” Indeed, the 
founders did not think it was a good idea for people to 
protest, elect their representatives directly, or become 
too involved in politics.

Likewise, Madison worried that, “An increase in the 
population will of necessity increase the proportion of 
those who will labor under all the hardships of life, & 
secretly sigh for a more equal distribution of the 
blessings. These may in time outnumber who are placed 
above the feelings of indigence.” The Constitution was 
meant to prevent the desire for “a more equal 
distribution of the blessings” from turning into actual 
policy.

One of the Constitution’s catalysts was Shays’ Rebellion 
in Western Massachusetts in 1786-87, when some 4,000 
people took up arms in a protest led by a Revolutionary 

War veteran, Daniel Shays, in protest of severe economic 
hardship, heavy tax burdens, and political corruption. 
The federal government’s inability to finance and field an 
army to suppress the rebellion was a wake-up call: a 
stronger state was needed to contain and quell popular 
mobilization. The Constitution was meant to achieve this.

But that effort did not turn out entirely as planned. The 
founders’ state-building efforts were met with suspicion. 
Many feared the consequences of a powerful state, 
especially once the democratic impulse was rolled back. 
Calls for an explicit guarantee of people’s rights grew, and 
Madison himself started advocating a Bill of Rights to 
persuade his own state, Virginia, to ratify the 
Constitution. He subsequently ran for president on a pro-
Bill of Rights ticket, arguing that it was necessary “to 
conciliate the minds of the people.”

The Constitution included its checks and balances and its 
separation of powers partly “to oblige [the government] 
to control itself.” But their primary purpose was not to 
make America more democratic and people’s rights more 
secure. In the founders’ vision, these institutional 
arrangements, including an elite, indirectly-elected 
Senate, were needed not to protect the people from the 
federal government, but to protect that government 
against excessive democratic zeal.

It should be no surprise, then, that at critical junctures of 
American history, democratic rights and liberties have 
been furthered not so much by the system’s safeguards 
against excessive democracy or by the Constitution’s 
brilliant design, but by popular mobilization.

For example, in the second half of the nineteenth century, 
when powerful tycoons, the “robber barons,” came to 
dominate America’s economy and politics, they weren’t 
reined in by the courts or Congress (on the contrary, they 
controlled these government branches). The robber 
barons and the institutions empowering them were held 
to account when people mobilized, organized, and 
managed to elect politicians promising to regulate the 
tycoons, level the economic playing field, and increase 
democratic participation by, for example, introducing 
direct election of senators.

Likewise, in the 1950s and 1960s, it wasn’t the separation 
of powers that finally broke the back of legal racism and 
repression in the US South. It was the work of protesters 
who organized, disrupted, and built a mass movement 
that forced federal institutions to act. President John F. 
Kennedy was finally persuaded to intervene and 
subsequently introduced the Civil Rights Act in response 
to the “Children’s Crusade” of May 2, 1963, hundreds of 
children were arrested in Birmingham, Alabama for taking 
part in protests. As Kennedy put it, “The events in 
Birmingham and elsewhere have so increased the cries for 
equality that no city or state or legislative body can 
prudently choose to ignore them.”

Today, too, only society’s mobilization can save the US in 
its hour of political turmoil and crisis. White knights or 
checks and balances cannot be relied on to do the job. And 
even if they could, anything other than a resounding 
defeat at the ballot box would leave Trump's supporters 
feeling wronged and cheated, and polarization would 
deepen. Worse, a precedent would be set for empowering 
elites to check elites, relegating society to greater 
passivity. In that case, what happens next time an 
unscrupulous leader does even worse than Trump and the 
elites do not come to the rescue?

From this perspective, Mueller’s greatest gift to US 
democracy was a report that refrained from triggering the 
impeachment process, but that laid bare the president’s 
mendacity, corruption, and crimes so that voters would 
mobilize to exercise their power and responsibility to 
replace bad leaders.

The Constitution will not save American democracy. It 
never has. Only American society can do that.

The US Constitution will not save American democracy from the 
depredations of President Donald Trump. Only American society, 
which has always been more democratic than the country's 
founders, can do that.

FROM EVERY INDICATION, the Government of Liberia's 
ongoing salary harmonization is causing more harm than 
good for employees in the public service. Some civil servants 
are yet to receive salary for the past three to four months, 
while others suffer massive reduction in salary, significantly 
shrinking their disposal income, leading to strike by health 
workers across the country. And many others are grieving in 
silence over the associated inconvenience and hardship that 
has characterized the ill-fated exercise.

EVEN THE MINISTER of Finance and Development Planning 
Samuel Tweah, has got no clear explanations, while 
appearing before the Senate recently for the exercise he 
abruptly embarked on in July this year.

THE SENATE INSTRUCTED Minister Tweah to immediately 
halt the harmonization exercise and restore the full salary of 
those affected employees, pending enactment of the draft 
national budget currently before the legislature.

THE MINISTER HAS not accepted accordingly, as indicative 
by the huge number of HR personnel from various ministries 
and agencies thronging to the Ministry of Finance daily with 
listing of their respective staff being affected by an 
unscrupulous process presided over by Samuel Tweah.

AND THE EXCRUCIATING and frustrating thing is, neither 
Minister Tweah nor the Ministry of Finance has issued any 
statement to the effect of assuring those employees 
affected that whatever percentage was cut from their 
monthly salary would be restituted, as instructed by the 
senate.

BUT THIS HAS not been done. And some of the employees, 
mainly health workers and teachers have not received salary 
at all for the past two to three months. What is responsible 
for the delay in payment, for these are employees who have 
been on the official payroll over the years long before the 
problematic salary harmonization?

WHY CAN'T THE Ministry of Finance wait until the draft 
national budget is passed as advised by the senate? What is 
making it so difficult for the government to pay its 
employees from the regular payroll?

WE DON'T BLAME health workers across the country for 
going on strike because they are not only hungry but 
frustrated. Their disposable income cannot put bread on the 
table for their respective families.

THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS to act with urgency in this 
situation to calm tension among the workforce as a direct 
result of this action by the Minister of Finance. The economy 
is very bad, the Liberian dollar has massively depreciated 
and prices have skyrocketed. The ordinary citizen in the 
street needs relief.

IF THE SO-CALLED salary harmonization were meant in the 
first place to bring those employees in the lower bracket on 
par, why rush with the process in the face of less public 
education and awareness? Minister Tweah should return to 
the old payroll and pay civil servants their full salary, 
pending passage

Messy salary harmonization

2019                                 WEDNESDAY      SEPTEMBER   25

The Constitution Won’t 
Save American Democracy

By Daron Acemoglu 
& James A. Robinson
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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS OVER THE REMAINS OF OUR 
BELOVED MOTHER, SISTER, DAUGHTHER, WIFE, COUSIN, 
GRANDMOTHER,MRS. CYNTHIA NENYI DAVIES – GONGAR 
WHO WENT TO BE WITH THE LORD ON SEPTEMBER 11, 
2019 AFTER A PROTRACTED ILLNESS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 THE BODY SHALL ARRIVE 

ONBOARD THE KENYA AIRWAYS FLIGHT AT ABOUT 3:00 P.M. 
AND SHALL BE TAKEN TO THE ST. MOSES FUNERAL PARLOUR 

ON THE SOMALIA DRIVE, BUSHROD ISLAND.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 THE BODY SHALL BE 

REMOVED FROM THE ST. MOSES FUNERAL PARLOUR AT THE 
HOUR OF 8:00 A.M.  AND SHALL BE TAKEN TO THE A. P. 
CAMPHOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, CLARATOWN, 

BUSHROD ISLAND.
THE FUNERAL SERVICE SHALL COMMENCE THESAME DAY 

AT 9:00 A.M AT THE A. P. CAMPHOR UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, CLARATOWN, BUSHROD ISLAND.

INTERMENT SHALL FOLLOW THEREAFTER AT THE KAISER 
MEMORIAL CEMETERY IN BREWERVILLE.

THE DECEASED LEAVES TO MOURN HER LOSS HER 
CHILDREN, WARD AND SEVERAL GRANDCHILDREN:

MS. TRACY MONEH APPLETON
MRS. BRENDA APPLETON-SENDOLO
MR. ERASMUS DADDY APPLETON

MS. JULIAN LITTLEGIRL APPLETON
MR. LEO KAITHY APPLETON

MR. BADIO GOE
MS. ESTHER GONGAR

MRS. MAI WILLIAMS COLE
MR. RODNEY N. KOFFA

HER BROTHER AND SISTER:
MR. HENRY KOFFA AND MRS. SARAH DAVIES-KENNEDY

AND A HOST OF OTHER RELATIVES AND FRIENDS WITHIN 
LIBERIA AND THE USA.

THIS ANNOUCEMENT WAS BROUGHT IN BY THE 
APPLETON, DAVIES, GONGAR, SETTRO, WHETIE PORTEA 

FAMILIES ON BEHALF OF THE FAMILY. 

FUNERAL ANNOUCEMENT 
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Food for Sustainable Development

By Jeffrey D. Sachs 
& Angelo Riccaboni
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resident George Manneh Weah could 
experience a humiliating, embarrassing 
and crushing defeat in 2023 due to his epic P

disappointment as President of Liberia.  Since 
becoming President almost two years ago, George 
Weah has dashed the hopes and aspirations of 
millions of Liberia’s majority youthful population. 
U n d e r  h i s  P r e s i d e n c y,  L i b e r i a  h a s  
overwhelminglybecome toxic, besieged by 
corruption, mismanagement, hyper-partisanship 
andbrazen inability of the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) Governmentto 
formulate and implement viable market 
liberalization policies to propel growth, boost 
employment and fuel  transformation.  
Consequently, Liberians should be prepared to give 
PresidentWeah a soft landing when he drops the 
pol it ical  bombshell  and announce his 
resignationfrom the presidency of Liberia and 
completely withdraw frompolitics. Over the past 
two years, Liberians have come to realize that 
President George Manneh Weah and the ruling 
CDCGovernment has pillaged the national 
treasury, paralyzed the economy, stifled 
innovation, and deprived the country’s youthful 
population of economic opportunities to 
boostemployment, income, skill development, 
gross domestic product (GDP), reduce poverty, and 
improve living standard; thus, leaving widespread 
distrust, repugnance,miseryand anxiety all 
overthe landscape. 

In 2018, Liberians proudly witnessed something 
that has never been done in the country for eighty 
years, the peacefully transfer of power from an 
incumbent President to a President-elect – Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf to George Manneh Weah. This 
miraculousevent preceded almost three decades 
ofdictatorship, autocratic rule and two bloody 
civil wars that brought the country to its knees, 
with the collapse of the economy, destruction of 
infrastructure, withinternal displacement and 
external exile of over half the population,followed 
by massive brain drain of talented and educated 
workforce, and hundreds of thousands of innocent 
children turned into child soldiers,causingthe 
entire country toyearn forbig structural change to 
prevent conflict from ever again becomingthe 
means by which differences are settled. As a 
result, George Manneh Weah was elected 
President by the power of the ballot boxon this 
enormous wave of hope and aspiration of 
Liberians. 

The nostalgia of Liberia’s majority youthful 
populationfor a servant-leader, innovator and 
problem-solver to bring about structural change 
became a realitywith the election of George 
Manneh Weah. This vital group from both the rural 
and urban sectors erroneously came to believe 
that George Manner Weah possess the talents, 
capacity and skill-set to bring Liberia’s diverse 
socioeconomic, political andleadership classes 
together tomutually appreciate the urgent need 
toabolish structural inequalities, which marked 
the country’s degrading social order ofprivileged, 
preferential treatment, gender inequity, nepotism 
and income inequality. In contrast, the hopes and 
aspiration of this vital and dynamic segment of the 
populationwererepulsively dashed.The lack of 
clear pathways to bring about inclusive 
governance,sustainable economic growthand 
opportunities to improve livelihoodand basic 
service delivery are still beingdemoralized.

Accordingly,President George Manneh Weah 
hasbeen unable to articulate acomprehensive 
visionfor structural change to boost inclusive 
growth, provide employmentin both urban and 
rural areas to tackle poverty and social exclusion 

throughstructural change and diversification of growth 
sectors and market liberalization.

Liberia isripe for sustainable innovative growth and 
social change. Currently, the countrystill have the 
drivers to boost growth throughanenthusiastic 
workforce ready to learn and innovate, amidst an 
abundance of natural resources to boost growth and 
propel social change. Nevertheless, the missing links 
still remains progressive growth strategies and policy 
frameworks to reorganize institutions, safeguard 
i n v e s t m e n t ; u p h o l d  j u d i c i a l i n d e p e n d e n c e  
byofferingplatforms to end rampant corruption;and 
eradicatesocial exclusion to tackle poverty. The ruling 
CDC Government needs to take cues from the voices of 
Liberia’s dynamic youth and vivacious young 
peoplemany of whom have been appallingly vocal since 
the end of the country’s two bloody civil wars in 2023.A 
deeper appreciation for the irresistible truth 
thatpeace, stability and social change are directly 
connected to the economy; without which, the country 
could be at serious risk of triggering another disaster, 
leading down a slippery slope towards political 
chaos,social mayhem and civil violence. 

Liberians are tired and frustrated by the lack of 
innovative pathways for structural change to improve 
lives and well-being. They are yearning for social 
inclusion, improved living standards, and investment in 
human capital as facilitator of social change. In 
addition, theyaredemanding innovative policies to 
improve lives,boost access to improved education, 
healthcare, food security, employment and 
environmental protection.Liberia does not need a 
strongman leader, especially one who has completely 
failed to grasp the urgency for structural change to 
boost inclusive growth, and economic stabilization. 
Liberia’s youthful population needs to be 
empowered.Liberia deserves an innovative and 
transformational leader to provide opportunities and 
pathways for structural change to propel growth and 
transformation. Do not allow history to dub you a 
champion of corruption, bad governance, parochialism 
and a facilitator of gender division of labor. If the 
Presidency of Liberia isexcruciatingly demanding, 
grueling and herculean; then go back to the comforts of 
the unbridled celebrity lifestyle; otherwise, become a 
facilitator of social change, and contribute to 
thebuilding of a prosperous Liberia, where thedynamic 
youth and vivacious young people can innovate and 
engage in structural transformation to advance Liberia 
to a more ameliorate nation-state.

- Be a Liberian not because you were born in Liberia 
but because Liberia was born in you.

Francis Nyepon can be contacted at – 
fnyepon@aol.com

to improve living standards andfurther sincere 
political discourse amongst them populace.Instead, 
the President has propagated cronyism, privilege, 
favoritism, corruption and incompetence, which has 
s t a l l e d  g r o w t h  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  b y  
ruthlesslyenhancing the relationship between 
economic growth and bad politics to a practice not just 
of correlations, but of causation.As a result,President 
Weah’s leadership has failed the Liberian 
peoplemiserably. It hasindeed severely weakened 
prospects for structuraltransformation.For example, 
key growth and social change indicators, like GDP, 
healthcare, education, employment, infant and 
maternal mortality, social protection, food security, 
skill development, electricity, and agricultural 
rejuvenation have been severely underperforming. 
Consequently, inequality havegotten worse as 
Liberiansgrow weary and powerless, unable to trust 
the ruling CDC Government, while many scandals 
hover over the country as the economy marches on the 
verge of collapsewithpessimistic and useless political 
discourse being provoked amongst vital segments of 
the population by reckless negligence, pointing 
directly towards dereliction of duty by the President. 

Over the past two years, theruling CDCGovernment 
has been besieged by poor governance, rampant 
corruption, mismanagement, weak institutions, and 
parochial politics, whileconcomitantlypaying little or 
no attention tosocioeconomic determinants toboost 
sustainable growth and social change.Furthermore, 
the ruling CDCGovernment’s guiding economic policy 
framework, implemented through the Pro-poor 
Agenda for Prosperity and Development (PAPD) lacks 
innovative pathways to reduce poverty and provide 
inclusive growth opportunities to boost sustainable 
economic development. The PAPD’s claim to return 
power to the people, generate employment, maintain 
peace, provide good governance and transparency is 
the biggest joke of the century. To tell the truth,the 
PAPD’s fundamental strategic claim to empower 
marginalized, vulnerable, and socially excluded 
Liberians is a hoax. As a matter of fact, the PAPD does 
notvigorously promote sustainable agriculture to 
boost food security, nor does it create innovative 
pathways toimprove the food value chain, expand 
export, or promote gender equality in the sector to 
support women, the largest subdivision of smallholder 
farmers in the country. Additionally, the PAPD does not 
effectively utilized information technology as 
pathways to build capacity and developing skills to 
invigorate the economy to impact rural  
development.In spite of its hopeless declaration, the 
PAPD can only become effective if and when its 
regulatory framework and implementation conduits 
f o r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a r e  h a r m o n i z e d  t o  
facilitatesocioeconomic growth to improve well-being 

Article       Article
Liberia: Withdrawal bombshell or soft landing

Francis Nyepon
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Policy Manual, Corporate 
Social Responsibility Policy 
and Fuel, Gas, Scratch Cards 
and Rice Distribution Policy 
Manual, respectively which 
are subject to approval by the 
City Council.

S p e a k i n g  Tu e s d a y   
September 24, at in a one-day  
Monrovia City Validation 
Forum, Monrovia City Mayor 
Jefferson T. Koijee said the 
seven policies are intended to 
restore sanity at the MCC,  
promote institutional reform, 
including transparency, 

accountability and reinventing 
good governance.

Mayor Koijee said the Policy 
Validation Forum is a dialogue 
that leads to the successful 
implementation of the drafted 
policies following its approval 
by the City Council.

  He said validation which 
l e a d s  t o    p o l i c y  
implementation, and later its 
e v a l u a t i o n  i s  k e y  t o  
institutional development, 
which the City Government 
like any other institution of 
government is of no exception.

He noted that a technical 
team of employees of the City 
Government of Monrovia which 
c o m p r i s e s  h e a d s  o f  
Departments, Units and 
Sections collectively drafted 
these policies in line with 
every employee of the entity 
with support from other 
e x t e n d e d  g o v e r n m e n t  
ministries and agencies like 
the Internal Audit Agency, 
Public Procurement and 
Concess ion Commiss ion,  
Ministry of Finance and 
Deve lopment  P l ann ing ,  
General Services Agency and 
the Civil Service Agency, 
a m o n g s t  
others.

Mayor Koijee 

he Monrovia City 
Government has Tdrafted seven major 

institutional polices geared 
t o w a r d s  p r o m o t i n g  a  
systematic and rapid reform 
at the institution and the city 
of Monrovia.

The documents include, 
Pr o c u r e m e n t  M a n u e l ,  
Financial Management and 
Internal Control Manual, 
Internal Audit Manuel, Fleet 
M a n a g e m e n t  M a n u a l ,  
Amended Human Resource 

nformation reaching 
this paper from the ISeptember 18, 2019 fire 

outbreak at Branch #4 of the 
United Dawah Umah (UDU) 
Islamic boarding school in 
Bassa Town, Paynesville says 
there are a total of 19 
survivors, rather than two, as 
earlier reported.

The disaster left 28 
per sons ,  i nc lud ing  26  
students and two instructors 
dead. 

A source, who has close 
link with the Islamic school 
said that actual number of 
survivors is 19, but expresses 
concern that authorities of 
the school and parents of the 
survivors are reneging to 
share such information with 
investigators from the Liberia 
National Fire Service and the 
government at large.

This paper had gathered 
earlier on Sunday that the 
survivors have reached five 
but they could not be seen at 
the John F. Kennedy Medical 
Center in Monrovia where the 
first two survivors are 
receiving medication.

However, the source 
narrates that the fire started 
from the main entrance of 
the dormitory connected to 
the gate leading to the 
compound,  wh ich  was  

compound, totaling the 
number to 16 survivors.

Imam Barry further detailed 
that his residence from which 
the 11 persons survived, is 
connected to the dormitory, 
but due to quick alarm, they 
out. 

On Wednesday, September 
18th, Liberians woke up to the 
horrible news of a fire incident 
at an Islamic school in the 
Paynesville suburb of Bassa 
Town, where 28 young Muslim 
male students were being 

locked.
The 19 survivors are said to 

have escaped unharmed but 
their parents and guardians 
are not allowing investigators 
to have access them.

However, when the Imam 
and caretaker of the school, 
Mr. Mohammed Larmine Barry 
was contacted Tuesday, 
September 24, via mobile 
phone he disclosed that five 
survivors are from the school 
and eleven others came from 
h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  

trained to memorize the 
Quran. Two of the students 
survived the fire, while 26 
students and two teachers, 28 
persons fell to the cold hand of 
death. 

Raging fire dreadfully 
consumed at least 28 persons 
most of them students at an 
Islamic dormitory in Bassa 
To w n  C o m m u n i t y  i n  
Paynesville where kids go to 
recite the Quran.Redlight, 
Paynesville was a scene of 
sorrow and tears on account of 
the tragedy as community 
d w e l l e r s  s t r u g g l e d  
unsuccessfully to rescue at 
least 28 dying kids who could 
not stop screaming for help 
through hot iron bar windows 
until they were finally 
consumed painfully by fire.

Eyewitnesses who rushed to 
the scene explained that kids 
inside the blazing Quran 
Memory Institute facility 
s c r eamed  t h r ough  t he  
windows of the dormitory, 
seeking help at about 12 a.m. 
on Wednesday. Efforts to get 
t h e  v i c t i m s  o u t  w e r e  
undermined because they 
would tragically come in 
contact with hot iron bars that 
are installed at the widows and 
then run back inside the 
building in fire.

At least two kids were 
rescued, but there are reports 
that the lady who rescued 
them reportedly died when 
she returned inside the 
building to get additional kids 
out. Hundreds of residents 
from Bassa Town Community 
and its environs, including 
women, men, children, bike 
riders, taxi drivers and 
marketers gathered in mass at 
the  inc ident  scene on  
Wednesday. They could not 
hold back their tears as 
everyone had their own 
narrative of the incident.

The cause of the fire is yet 
unknown, but the former 
President who is currently 
holding meetings on the 
sidelines of the ongoing United 
Nations General Assembly in 
New York said the loss of the 
children were untimely and 
that as the nation mourns, she 
prayed that their souls rest in 
peace.

Raging fire dreadfully 
consumed at least 28 persons 
most of them students at an 
Islamic dormitory in Bassa 
To w n  C o m m u n i t y  i n  
Paynesville where kids go to 
recite the Holy Quran. 

The entire Paynesville 
community was a scene of 
sorrow and tears on account of 
the tragedy as community 
d w e l l e r s  s t r u g g l e d  
unsuccessfully to rescue the 
dying kids who could not stop 
screaming for help through hot 
iron bar windows until they 
were  f ina l l y  consumed 
painfully by the fire.

Eyewitnesses who rushed to 
the scene explained that kids 

inside the blazing Quran 
Memory Institute facility 
screamed through the windows 
of the dormitory, seeking help 
a t  a b o u t  1 2  a . m .  o n  
Wednesday.

Efforts to get the victims out 
were undermined because they 
would tragically come in 
contact with hot iron bars that 
are installed at the widows and 
then run back inside the 
building in fire.

At least two kids were 
initially rescued, but there are 
reports that the lady who 
rescued them died when she 
returned inside the building to 
get additional kids out.

Hundreds of residents from 
Bassa Town Community and its 
environs, including women, 
men, children, bike riders, taxi 
drivers and marketers gathered 
in mass at the incident scene on 
Wednesday.

They could not hold back 
their tears as everyone had 
their own narrative of the 
incident.

President George Manneh 
Weah visited the scene early 
W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  
encouraging families of the 
victims “to have strength”, 
describing the loss of lives as a 
disaster.

“It’s painful, it’s hurtful! So 
there’s not much we can say 
but to extend our sympathy to 
the bereaved families,” 
President Weah told reporters 
in an interview.

“We will do all our best to 
make sure that they establish 
what happened and then 
whatever assistance the 
government can render the 
family, we will be there,” he 
said.

A lady identified as Massa 
Kromah who claimed to be a 
relative to the caretaker of the 
school, Fatu Jalloh narrated 
that the students were all 
males, aged seven years and 
above.

The caretaker of the 
dormitory Fatu Jalloh could not 
speak immediately due to the 
trauma caused by the incident.

However, Massa narrated 
that the building had eight 
rooms, but only the front door 
was accessible to the students 
due to constant attacks by 
criminals in the community.

She said in the building were 
over 30 students, including a 
teacher who was also sleeping 
with the kids.

However, Massa detailed 
that the teacher and the 
Imam’s wife who tried saving 
the children died along with 
the victims.

The Imam’s wife is said to 
have saved the first two kids 
and then returned in the 
building, but she never 
survived this time around.

The cause of the fire hasn’t 
b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
investigation is ongoing by the 
National Fire Service.

More headline news   More headline news
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Fire survivors hit 19

MCC drafts institutional policies
By Lewis S. Teh 
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tate witness Mr. Baba 
Boakai  says the five SCentra l  Bank  of  

Liberia (CBL) officials on trial 
for economic sabotage and 
money laundering failed to 
show to the investigators any 
documents indicating that 
amendment or addendum 
was made to the contract 
they entered with Crane 
Currency, AB to print excess 
money. 

Giving his testimony 
t h r o u g h  p o w e r p o i n t  
presentation at Criminal 
Court “C” Tuesday, 24 
September, government's 
first witness Mr. Baba M. 
Boakai, a Program Manager 
f o r  E n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  
Investigation at the Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC) testified that the 
defendants’ own records 
showed that they printed way 
above  the  cont rac ted  
amount. 

Former President Ellen 
Johnson - Sirleaf's son and 
Deputy CBL Governor Charles 
E. Sirleaf, former CBL 
Executive Governor Milton A. 
Weeks, DorborHagba, Richard 
H. Walker and Joseph Dennis 
are facing trial for alleged 
economic sabotage, money 
l a u n d e r i n g ,  c r i m i n a l  
facilitation and criminal 
solicitation in relation to the 
printing of billions of Liberian 
dollars. 

Government says the 
defendants - all of whom 
were CBL officials - allegedly 
commenced the syndicate in 
2017 when a request was 
made  th rough  f o rmer  
President Sirleaf to the 
Legislature for the printing of 
LRD$5bn to replace mutilated 
legacy banknotes. 

The defendants  are  
accused of carrying on the 
printing without being 

The defendants decided to 
take the last option, witness 
Boakai says, adding that 
“today we have the excess 
banknotes printed” in violation 
of the law. 

H e  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  
defendants should have 
instructed the company to 
destroy the excess banknotes, 
but they took it  upon 
themselves to pay Crane 
Currency for the printing of the 
excess banknotes, outside of 
the contract to which he says 
they have presented no 
amendment. 

Additionally, Mr. Boakai 
testifies that when Crane could 
not meet the deadline to ship 
the money to Liberia as 
stipulated, the defendants 
again took it upon themselves 
to pay the extra cost to 
transport the money by plane, 
in violation of the law. 

H e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e y  
understated the Way Bill 
charged by Brussels, but the 
latter presented to the 
investigators a way bill that 
showed that the defendants 

authorized and shipping the 
money into Liberia and then 
infusing it into the economy. 
The accused have denied all 
the charges. 

Wi tness  Boaka i  says  
investigators did not hold 
Crane Currency liable for 
getting in contract with the 
CBL, but they held the 
defendants liable for entering 
into contract with Crane 
Currency without the approval 
of the Legislature. 

Second, he testifies that to 
prove that the contract was 
not done by mutual consent, 
M r.  R i c h a r d  W a l k e r  
immediately wrote Crane 
Currency, alarming that the 
printing that was done by the 
company was in excess in all 
denominations, contrary to 
the contract. 

According to Boakai, Crane 
Currency gave two options to 
the CBL authorities to either 
notify the money printing firm 
to destroy the excess money; 
or better still, tell the firm to 
price CBL for the cost of the 
excess money and import it. 

had been charged more than 
they reported. 

In a related development, 
the defense team clashed with 
prosecutors Tuesday over the 
u s e  o f  p o w e r p o i n t  
presentation by its witness, 
but the former failed to 
convince the court against the 
government’s method of 
seeking to prove its case. 

Arguing for the defense, 
Cllr. AbrahimSil lah says 
in t roduc ing  powerpo int  
presentation without due 
notice to the defense team is 
“a trial by surprise” in 
violation of the rights of the 
defendants. 

Cllr. Sillah wonders if the 
powerpoint presentation 
included pieces of evidence 
the prosecution gave to the 
defense team, noting that this 
particular presentation was 
not presented to the defense. 

But state lawyer Cllr. Arthur 

several requests for the EU to 
continue the Light - Up Liberia 
program implemented by 
Mercy Corps to electrify 
remote households  and 
businesses using solar energy. 

G i v i n g  t h e  k e y n o t e  
r emark s ,  t he  Head  o f  
Cooperat ion at  the EU 
Delegation to Liberia, Mr. 
Theodorus Kaspers says the 
investment in the Light Up 
Liberia program was only a tiny 
d r o p  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
investment needed to resolve 
the rural electricity challenge 
in Liberia.

He indicates that it was also 
meant to test whether people 
are willing and able to pay for 
energy products and services, 
which according to him has 
been successfully proven.

At the same event, Mr. 
Kaspers, disclosed that EU 
Member States have just 
app roved  a  new  ru ra l  
electrification program of 42 
million euros that will bring 
electricity to a number of 
unconnected cities in the 
Southeast, in particular 
Buchanan,  Barc layv i l le,  
Greenville and will expand to a 
number of cities along the Cote 
d’Ivoire border. 

Mr. Kaspers says the EU is 
massively supporting the 
energy sector in Liberia, 
noting, “We have invested 
more than a hundred million 
euros that’s about 120 million 
U.S. dollars in the sector.” 

Earlier, the Director of GIZ 
Endev, Hans-Hartlieb Euler 
remarked that for the last ten 
years, Endev has reached 
millions of people with energy 
in 26 countries that are mostly 

T. Johnson says the request to 
i n t r o d u c e  p o w e r p o i n t  
presentation by witness Baba 
Boakai was not objected to by 
the defense, saying they suffer 
waiver and lashes. 

Cllr. Johnson adds that the 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t h e  
responsibility to prove the case 
beyond reasonable doubt, 
adding that the objection by 
defense is a waste of the 
court’s time. 

Judge A. Blamo Dixon 
denied the defense’s objection 
and ordered the state’s witness 
to  commence with the 
powerpoint presentation. 

Judge Dixon affirms that the 
minutes of the court for the 
32nd Day’s Jury Sitting are 
silent on any objection or 
resistance to the application of 
the prosecution, following 
which the witness was qualified 
and commenced his testimony.

in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. 

He also called for increased 
attention on climate change 
issues, saying “Of course in 
Liberia, in Sierra Leone and 
Guinea there is still less 
attention; but we all know our 
survival depends on … climate 
change.” 

The Rural and Renewable 
E n e r g y  A g e n c y  ( R R E A )  
representative Mr. Abraham 
Bility stressed the need for 
more investment in the 
renewable energy sector to 
help Liberia, and encouraged 
the EU to continue their energy 
sector investments as the Light 
- Up Liberia program climaxes. 

In his closing remarks, Mr. 
Sreejon Deb, Director of 
Programs at Mercy Corps 
expressed appreciation to the 
donor and other stakeholders 
for their support in the 
successful implementation of 
the program.  

“… But at the same time I 
would also put a request to 
donors how we can reactivate 
similar kind of program again 
where Mercy Corps and other 
organizations including private 
organizations can play similar 
role to take it further away to 
get more impact for Liberian 
people,” says Mr. Deb.

At the close of the Light - Up 
L i b e r i a  p r o g r a m  w e r e  
representatives from the Lands 
Mines and Energy Ministry, EU 
Delegation, Sweden Embassy, 
French Embassy, Mercy Corps, 
Rural Renewable Energy 
Agency (RREA), Liberian Energy 
Access Practitioners (LEAP) 
N e t w o r k  a n d  o t h e r  
distinguished partners.
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EU Light Up Liberia 
Starts from backpage

Witness cites violations in CBL case
By Winston W. Parley

pointed out that the polices 
were drafted using the 
bottom to top approach in 
policy formulation.

He said when approved by 
the City Council of Monrovia, 
they will  lead to the 
formulation of a set of 
employment objectives, 
address problems identified 
and exploit opportunities 
which may arise at the 
institution.

The City Mayor also said 
these policies will promote 
good employee behavior as 
well as promote a cordial 
working relationship amongst 
the workforce.

The Government Agency 
Accounting Manuel when 

approved will ensure the 
enforcement of the City laws 
and ordinances and to protect 
lives and properties within the 
c ity  l imit,  ensure the 
legitimate undertaking of 
programs and levy taxes and 
other fees for sustainability of   
the municipal government 
and develop and implement 
plans, policies and strategies 
within the scope of the Act. 

According to the city 
government, the new policies 
will build the capacity and 
empower the city police for 
the enforcement of city 
ordinances, municipal laws 
regulations and increase the 
revenue base of the city and 
collect 30 percent of all real 
property taxes as enshrined in 

PRC Decree #61 signed into law 
in 1982 by slain President 
Samuel Kanyon Doe.

The forum was facilitated 
by the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Public Procurement and 
Concession Commission Atty. 
J. Roseline Kowo; the Director 
General of the Internal Audit 
Agency Emmanuel B. Nyeswa 
and the Director General of the 
General Services Agency.

Other facilitators were the 
Director General of the Civil 
Service Agency Laurine W. 
Johnson, and the Comptroller 
General of the National 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Authority, Cosby E. Pelham.

The exercise was held 
under the theme, “Smart City 
for a Smart Action”, and drew 
pa r t i c i pan t s  f r om l i ne  
ministries, agencies, and 
commissions, among others.

MCC drafts 
Cont’d from page 6
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dégradation du lac Tchad.
Les orateurs africains étaient 

donc sur la même ligne : tout en 
subissant de plein fouet les 
e f f e t s  d é s a s t r e u x  d u  
changement climatique, leurs 
pays d’une part ne pourront pas 
s’en sortir s’ils ne sont pas aidés. 
Et, d’autre part, si les pays les 
plus riches ne tiennent pas les 
promesses de l’Accord de Paris.

Des chefs d'État africain ont 
pris la parole

Plus ieurs  chefs  d’État 
africains se sont succédé à la 
tribune du sommet climat qui se 
tenait ce lundi à New York, à la 
veil le de l’ouverture de 
l’Assemblée générale de l’ONU.

Le président du Tchad, Idriss 
Déby a fait valoir les initiatives 
du Tchad dans les secteurs de 
l’énergie, de l’agriculture et de 
la réduction des émissions de 
g a z  à  e f f e t  d e  s e r r e ,  
notamment. Mais il a aussi 
appelé les pays développés à 
soutenir sérieusement les 
efforts des pays africains pour 
faire face à un dérèglement 
climatique dont ils sont peu 
responsables.

« L'Afrique en général, et le 
Tchad en particulier, ne 
contribuant presque pas ou très 
faiblement aux émissions [de 
gaz à effets de serre], je 
voudrais souligner l'intérêt que 
nous portons à la question de la 
résil ience. En effet, les 
principales conséquences du 
changement climatique dans 
mon pays sont entre autres la 
ba i s se  e t  l a  va r iab i l i té  
p l u v i o m é t r i q u e s ,  l e s  
sécheresses, la baisse des 
p r o d u c t i o n s  a g r i c o l e s ,  
l ' a s s è c h e m e n t  e t  l e  
rétrécissement des cours d'eau 
comme le lac Tchad, les 
inondations, les vagues de 
chaleur, les vents violents, 
l'avancée inquiétante du désert, 
la famine et l'exode rural faisant 
le lit de la menace terroriste. »

MuhammaduBuhari a de son 
côté dit qu’il partageait le 
sentiment du secrétaire général 
de l’ONU, selon lequel « le 
monde se trouve au bord de 
calamités catastrophiques ». Et 
il a aussi détaillé plusieurs 
mesures que le Nigeria compte 
prendre pour répondre à l’appel 
des Nations unies.

« Nous allons faire des gestes 
concrets pour exploiter les idées 
innovantes, notamment en 
incluant la jeunesse pour la prise 
de décision, inclusion qui fait 
partie de notre idée d’une 
gouvernance globale sur le 
climat. 

N o u s  m o b i l i s e r o n s  l a  
jeunesse nigériane pour planter 
25 millions d’arbres pour 
augmenter notre puits carbone. 
Dans le secteur de l’énergie, le 
Nigeria est actuellement en 
train de diversifier ses sources 
d’énergie, pour accomplir la 
transition depuis un système 
énergétique basé sur le pétrole, 

e sommet climat 
convoqué lundi par le Lsecrétaire général de 

l’ONU à New York a été 
l’occasion pour les chefs d’État 
africains de présenter le bilan 
de leur politique de lutte 
c o n t r e  l e  c h a n g e m e n t  
c l imat ique .  Ma i s  au s s i  
d’avertir que les pays les moins 
développés étaient aussi les 
plus menacés, et souvent les 
moins à même de faire face, 
seuls, à ses effets nocifs.

Avec notre envoyé spécial à 
l’ONU, Léonard Vincent

Pour l’essentiel, les chefs 
d’État africains qui se sont 
exprimés lundi à New York ont 
rendu une copie qui se 
ressemblait. 

Chacun a présenté la liste 
des mesures prises : ici pour 
préserver ou agrandir les 
forêts, comme la RDC, le 
Gabon, l’Éthiopie ou le Congo-
Brazzaville, par exemple ; là 
pour en finir à court ou moyen 
terme avec les centrales 
électrique à diesel ou à 
charbon, et accélérer la 
marche vers la production 

vers des énergies basées sur 
l’eau, le soleil, le vent, la 
biomasse et le nucléaire. Le 
Nigeria est plus particulièrement 
engagé pour parvenir à 30% 
d ’ é n e r g i e s  p r o p r e s  o u  
renouvelables d’ici 2030. Ceci 
dans la perspective de réduire 
nos émissions de dioxine de 
carbone de 179 millions de 
tonnes par an d’ici 2030. 

»  Le  prés ident  de  la  
République de Djibouti Ismaël 
Omar Guelleh a énuméré les 
mesures de soutien prises par son 
gouvernement à l’agriculture et 
ses efforts de transformation du 
secteur de l’énergie. Il a 
notamment  annoncé que 
Djibouti parviendrait à 100% 
d’énergies renouvelables en 
2030. Mais il a aussi rappelé que 
chaque pays était confronté à sa 
manière  au dérèg lement  
climatique. Et que pour son pays, 
les conséquences prévisibles 
étaient catastrophiques.

«  M o n  p a y s  e s t  
particulièrement exposé à de 
nombreux aléas climatiques, les 
plus fréquents et les plus 
d e s t r u c t e u r s  é t a n t  l e s  
sécheresses et les inondations. 
Par ailleurs, une pluviométrie 
rare, impactant négativement 
les activités agricoles des 
populations rurales et la 
disponibilité des ressources en 
eau dans l'ensemble du territoire 
touchent régulièrement les pays 
et affaiblissent la résilience des 
p o p u l a t i o n s  e t  d e s  
infrastructures. Djibouti doit 
également se préparer à d'autres 
aléas climatiques dans le moyen 
et le long terme comme les 
cyclones et la montée du niveau 
marin dont les projections à 
l ' ho r i zon  2100  mont rent  
l ' inondation d 'une part ie 
importante de notre capitale. 
Ces évènements climatiques 
sont pour la plupart inhabituels 
et risquent de se multiplier et de 
s'intensifier à l'avenir. »

Le président du Sierra Leone 
Julius Maada Bio a lancé un 
avertissement. Pour lui, les pays 
les moins développés sont non 
seulement les plus menacés par 
le dérèglement du climat, mais 
aussi les moins à même de faire 
face, seuls, à la menace.

« Je rends hommage au 
secrétaire général de l’ONU 
d’avoir convoqué ce sommet très 
important. Parce que l’impact du 
changement climatique est déjà 
durement éprouvé dans tous nos 
pays, et spécialement dans les 
nôtres, 

les pays en développement. 
Le Sierra Leone par exemple a 
été classé parmi les trois pays les 
plus menacés par les effets du 
changement climatique. La 
menace est réelle et présente. Et 
elle pourrait être un obstacle aux 
efforts pour atteindre les 
objectifs de développement 
durable, si une action urgente 
n’était pas engagée pour 
app l i que r  i n tég ra l ement  
l’accord de Paris, qui est la 
feuille de route sur laquelle nous 
nous sommes tous engagés. »

d’énergie propre d’ici dix ou 
vingt ans, comme Djibouti, les 
Seychelles ou encore le Nigeria.

Mais tous, à l’instar du 
président du Sierra Leone, ont 
souligné une chose : les pays les 
plus pauvres sont aussi les plus 
menacés. Et l’Afrique est en 

P l u s  d e  1 0 . 0 0 0  
professionnels de la santé au 
Liberia ont entamé lundi une 
grève pour réclamer le 
paiement des salaires et 
l’approvisionnement en 
médicaments des hôpitaux, 
provoquant l’inquiétude en 
particulier des femmes 
enceintes et des jeunes 
mères,  dont  p lus ieurs  
dizaines ont manifesté à 
Monrovia. “Nous sommes en 
grève à travers le pays. Tous 
l e s  m e m b r e s  s o n t  
concernés”, a déclaré à l’AFP 
le secrétaire général de 
l’Association des travailleurs 
de la Santé du Liberia (HWA), 

première ligne. Le président 
djiboutien a ainsi évoqué la 
submersion prévisible de sa 
capitale à un horizon de 
quelques dizaines d’années. Et 
le président tchadien, le 
résultat meurtrier ces dernières 
années pour toute la région de la 

George Williams, selon qui le 
secteur hospitalier compte 
environ 11.000 travailleurs. 
So l l ic i té  par  l ’AFP,  le  
ministère de la Santé n’a pas 
s o u h a i t é  f a i r e  d e  
c o m m e n t a i r e  d a n s  
l’immédiat. "On a bloqué la 
rue parce qu'on est venues à 
04H00 du matin à la clinique 
et que les gens nous ont dit 
qu'ils ne nous soigneraient pas 
parce que le gouvernement ne 
les a pas payés depuis quatre 
mois"

“Nous sommes en grève 
parce que nous n’avons pas de 
méd icament s  dans  l e s  
hôpitaux, pas de matériel de 

protection comme des gants, 
ce qui est dangereux pour 
nous. Les labos ne sont pas 
équipés et la plupart des 
travailleurs n’ont pas encore 
reçu leur salaire de juillet, 
alors qu’il faut payer les frais 
de rentrée scolaire”, a 
détaillé George Williams.

Le Liberia, l’un des pays les 
moins développés au monde, a 
été durement éprouvé dans 
son histoire récente par les 
guerres civiles (1989-2003). 
L’inflation galopante, que ne 
parvient pas à endiguer le 
gouvernement du président 
George Weah, au pouvoir 
depuis début 2018, n‘épargne 
pas le secteur de la Santé, 
déjà sinistré par l‘épidémie 
d’Ebola de 2014-2016.

“ N o u s  v o u l o n s  d e s  
traitements, nous devons 
avoir nos traitements”, ont 
scandé lundi une quarantaine 
de femmes enceintes et de 
jeunes mères de famille au 
cours d’une manifestation 
près d’un centre de santé de 
Duport Road, dans le quartier 
de Paynesville (nord de 
Monrovia), devant lequel elles 
ont dressé un barrage routier, 
selon un correspondant de 
l’AFP.a bloqué la rue parce 
qu’on est venues à 04H00 du 
matin à la clinique et que les 
gens nous ont dit qu’ils ne nous 
soigneraient pas parce que le 
gouvernement ne les a pas 
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Climat : la double peine, clament 
les chefs d'État africains

Liberia : le secteur hospitalier en grève, 
protestations de femmes enceintes
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AMBRIDGE – Les révélations selon lesquelles un 
dénonciateur  de la  communauté du Crenseignement accuse le Président américain 

Donald Trump de faire des promesses déplacées à un 
dirigeant étranger ont ravivé les espoirs récemment 
attachés au rapport du Conseiller spécial Robert 
Mueller. Un bon nombre de personnes, exaspérées par 
la présidence de Trump et par son habitude de 
transgresser les normes, d'adultérer la vérité et de 
polariser la société, ont estimé que d'une manière ou 
d'une autre, le système parviendrait à le punir, à le 
freiner ou à le révoquer. Tout ce monde s'est bercé de 
faux espoirs - et continue d'y croire à présent.

La majorité des électeurs qui en ont assez de Trump et 
du Parti Républicain qui a loyalement accumulé du 
retard sur lui ne devraient pas compter sur des experts 
de Washington ou sur un chevalier blanc pour 
demander des comptes à Trump. C'est la responsabilité 
de la société, d'abord et avant tout le jour du scrutin et 
lors de manifestations dans les rues si nécessaire.

L'idée que les États-Unis peuvent être sauvés par des 
experts de Washington et par la Constitution provient 
d'un récit commun sur les origines des institutions 
américaines. Selon ce récit, les Américains doivent 
leur démocratie et leurs libertés à la conception 
brillante et prévoyante par les Pères fondateurs d'un 
système doté de l'équilibre et de la séparation des 
pouvoirs et d'autres garde-fous.

Comme nous l'expliquons dans notre nouveau livre, The 
Narrow Corridor: States, Societies, and the Fate of 
Liberty, les démocraties ne se forment pas de cette 
manière. Mais plutôt, elles apparaissent et sont 
protégées par la mobilisation de la société, par son 
affirmation de soi et par sa volonté d'utiliser leurs 
bulletins de vote quand cela est possible - et de 
descendre dans la rue quand cela ne l'est pas. Les 
États-Unis ne font pas exception à cette règle.

Les Pères fondateurs de l'Amérique, tout comme les 
élites intellectuelles et économiques de Grande-
Bretagne à la même époque, se sont efforcés 
d'élaborer des lois et des institutions à même de 
soutenir un État fort et compétent, sous le contrôle de 
dirigeants partageant les mêmes valeurs. Plusieurs 
d'entre eux considéraient une sorte de monarchie 
comme la meilleure structure possible.

La Constitution des États-Unis, rédigée en 1787, 
reflète ce parti pris. Elle ne comportait pas de 
Déclaration des droits et a consacré de nombreux 
points non démocratiques. Ce ne fut pas par 
négligence. L'objectif principal des Pères fondateurs 
consistait à calmer la montée de ferveur démocratique 
parmi les Américains et à rappeler à l'ordre les 
législatures d'État, qui avaient été habilitées par le 
texte précédant la Constitution, à savoir les Articles de 
la Confédération.

Au lendemain de la Guerre d'indépendance, de 
nombreuses personnes, frappées par les nouvelles 
libertés promises, avaient l'intention de participer 
activement à l'élaboration des politiques. Les membres 
ont répondu à la pression populaire par la remise de 
dettes, l'impression de devises et l'augmentation des 
impôts. Leurs extravagances et leur autonomie ont 
frappé de nombreux fondateurs par leur côté 
subversif, en particulier James Madison, Alexander 
Hamilton et George Washington. La Constitution qu'ils 
ont rédigée devait non seulement gérer la politique 
économique et de la défense nationale, mais 
également remettre le génie démocratique dans sa 
lampe.

Madison a souligné ceci de façon éloquente : « il faut 
d'abord permettre au gouvernement de contrôler les 
gouvernés ; et ensuite l'obliger à se contrôler lui-
même. » En effet, les fondateurs ne pensaient pas que 
ce fût une bonne idée que les citoyens manifestent, 
qu'ils élisent directement leurs représentants, ni qu'ils 
s'impliquent trop en politique.

De même, Madison craignait que, « une augmentation de 
la population n'accroisse nécessairement la proportion de 
ceux qui vont traverser toutes les épreuves de la vie et 
secrètement aspirer à une répartition plus égale de ses 
avantages. Avec le temps, leur nombre pourrait bien 
excéder celui de ceux qui sont placés au-dessus des 
sentiments de l'indigence. » La Constitution était censée 
empêcher qu'une aspiration à « une répartition plus égale 
de ses avantages » ne se transforme en politique 
véritable.

L'un des catalyseurs de la Constitution a été la rébellion 
de Shays dans l'Ouest du Massachusetts en 1786-87, où 
près de 4 000 personnes ont pris les armes pour une 
manifestation dirigée par un ancien combattant de la 
Guerre d'Indépendance, Daniel Shays, pour protester 
contre de graves difficultés économiques, de fortes 
charges fiscales et la corruption politique. L'incapacité 
du gouvernement fédéral à financer et à mobiliser une 
armée pour réprimer la rébellion leur a servi 
d'avertissement : un État plus fort était nécessaire pour 
contenir et étouffer la mobilisation populaire. La 
Constitution fut conçue pour accomplir cet objectif.

Mais les efforts en ce sens n'ont pas eu tout à fait le 
résultat escompté. Les efforts de construction de l'État 
des fondateurs ont été accueillis avec méfiance. Bien des 
gens redoutaient les conséquences d'un État puissant, 
surtout une fois repoussé l'élan démocratique. Des appels 
à une garantie explicite des droits des citoyens ont pris de 
l'ampleur et Madison lui-même a commencé à préconiser 
une Déclaration des droits pour persuader son propre 
État, la Virginie, de ratifier la Constitution. Par la suite, il 
a présenté sa candidature à la Présidence avec un 
programme de Déclaration des droits, en faisant valoir 
qu'il était nécessaire « d'apaiser les esprits des citoyens. »

La Constitution contenait des clauses d'équilibre et de 
séparation des pouvoirs en partie pour « obliger [le 
gouvernement] à se contrôler lui-même. » Mais leur but 
premier n'était pas de rendre l'Amérique plus 
démocratique ni d'assurer de meilleurs droits aux 
citoyens. Selon la vision des fondateurs, ces 
arrangements institutionnels, comprenant un Sénat issu 
de l'élite et élu au suffrage indirect, étéaient nécessaires 
non pas pour protéger les citoyens du gouvernement 
fédéral, mais pour protéger ce gouvernement contre les 
excès de zèle démocratique.

Il n'est pas surprenant, dès lors, qu'à des moments 
critiques de l'histoire américaine, les droits 
démocratiques et les libertés civiles aient été promus non 
pas tant par les garde-fous du système contre les excès de 
la démocratie ou par la conception brillante de la 
Constitution, mais par la mobilisation populaire.

De nos jours également, seule la mobilisation de la 
société peut sauver l'Amérique en ses heures d'agitation 
et de crise politique. Nul ne peut compter sur des 
chevaliers blancs ni sur l'équilibre des pouvoirs pour faire 
le nécessaire. Et même si cela était le cas, rien en dehors 
d'une défaite électorale retentissante ne ferait 
comprendre aux partisans de Trump qu'on leur a fait du 
tort et qu'on les a trompés - et la polarisation ne ferait 
que s'approfondir. Pire encore, un précédent serait établi 
pour l'autonomisation des élites pour contrôler les élites, 
en reléguant ainsi la société à une plus grande passivité. 
Dans ce cas, que se passera-t-il la prochaine fois qu'un 
dirigeant sans scrupules fera encore pire que Trump et 
que les élites n'accourront pas à la rescousse ?

De ce point de vue, le plus beau cadeau de Mueller à la 
démocratie américaine a été un rapport qui s'est abstenu 
de déclencher le processus de révocation, mais qui mis à 
nu les mensonges du président, sa corruption et ses 
crimes, pour que les électeurs se mobilisent et qu'ils 
exercent leur pouvoir et leur responsabilité en vue de 
remplacer un mauvais dirigeant.

La Constitution ne va pas sauver la démocratie 
américaine. Elle ne l'a jamais sauvée. Seule la société 
américaine en est capable.

2019                              

e Comité sénatorial sur les affaires bancaires et monétaires, 
présidé par le sénateur Marshall Dennis du comté de Grand LGedeh, membre de la Coalition pour le changement 

démocratique au pouvoir, risque de plonger l’économie du Libéria dans 
un effondrement total, si rien n’est fait.  
Ce comité recommande une approbation hâtive de la volonté de 
l'exécutif d'imprimer de nouvelles coupures de la monnaie locale, le 
dollar libérien, d’une valeur de 35 milliards, pour une économie de 21 
milliards de dollars. Bien évidemment, celasuscite plus 
d’interrogations en ce qui concerne l’excès de 14 milliards de dollars 
libériens.

 Le président de ce comité, Marshall Dennis, avait paresseusement 
défendu l’idée de l’exécutif tout en tentant d’induire les Libériens en 
erreur en faisant croire que les nouveaux billets de banque proposés, 
une fois imprimés et mis en circulation, ressusciteraient et 
stimuleraient automatiquement notre économie qui est sérieusement 
en difficulté sans toutefois donnerd’explication techniques.

Le sénateur Dennis devrait être informé en termes clairs et décisifs que 
sa loyauté envers le parti au pouvoir et le président ne devraient en 
aucun cas prévaloir sur une question aussi importante que la monnaie qui 
affecte la vie des 4,5 millions de Libériens et l'économie.  
Nous nous demandons sur quelle base il recommande l’approbation du 
parlement de l’impression des nouvelles coupures sans inviter des 
économistes et des techniciens en matière de politiques fiscales et 
monétaires afin de s’enquérir de leur opinion sur une question aussi 
cruciale.

Heureusement, le sénateur Oscar Cooper du comté de Margibi était là. Il 
est intervenu. Dieu merci. Son rapport de minorité, lors de la séance 
plénière du mardi 17 septembre, a convaincu et contraint le sénateur 
Marshall Dennis de revoir sa copie. Il a dû retirer sa recommandation, 
celle de permettre au pouvoir exécutif d’imprimer 35 milliards de 
nouveaux billets de la monnaie libérienne au coût de 31 millions de 
dollars américains. Il a finalement décidé d’inviter le ministre des 
Finances et de la Planification du développement, Samuel Tweah, et les 
autorités compétentes de la Banque centrale du Libéria, afin de clarifier 
et de préciser d’où le gouvernement sortira les 31 millions de dollars 
américains qu’il faut pour imprimer les 35 milliards de dollars libériens.

Il faut s’inspirer de l'expérience du Zimbabwe sous le régime de l'ancien 
président Robert Gabriel Mugabe qui imprimait de nouveaux billets 
sans tenir compte des réalités économiques. Ces billets étaient devenus 
de simples papiers, tandis que la population désespérée cherchait de la 
nourriture si difficile à trouver.

Nous demandons donc au gouvernement de ne pas se précipiter car la 
question monétaire n’est pas une chose qu’il faut prendre à la légère. Il 
faut prendre toutes les dispositions pour éviter le chao .
Déjà en deux ans, c’est la deuxième tentative du gouvernement 
d’imprimer de nouveaux billets, avec une administration qui est assaillie 
par de graves problèmes économiques et financiers.  Les billets de 
banque émis par l'administration Sirleafsouffraient d’un manque de 
transparence et de malhonnêteté, ce qui a entraînél’impression d’un 
excès de billets dont le marché a été inondé, provoquant une 
dépréciation de la valeur du dollar libérien.

 Actuellement, plusieurs hauts responsables de la Banque centrale du 
Libéria, dont l'ancien gouverneur exécutif, Milton Weeks, et le 
gouverneur adjoint, Charles Sirleaf, font l'objet de poursuites pour 
plusieurs chefs d'accusation, notamment sabotage économique, 
blanchiment d'argent et facilitation pénale.

Nous craignons que ce scénario ne se reproduise si nous ne faisons pas 
beaucoup attention dès maintenant. Le parlement doit ainsi faire preuve 
de diligence raisonnable avant de donner le feu vert à l’exécutif.  Cela 
nous aidera à éviter les erreurs du passé qui ont mis l'économie à genoux.

 Deuxièmement, nous ne comprenons pas pourquoi cette précipitation. 
Cette affaire aurait dû passer par la Chambre des représentants avant 
d’aller au Sénat, mais c’est l’inverse dans ce cas. Comme le sénateur 
Cooper l’a rappelé, le Fonds monétaire international (FMI) a mis en garde 
l’administration actuelle contre le retrait de l’argent des réserves du 
pays, car ces réserves sont destinées à la balance des paiements et à 
l’augmentation des produits de base sur le marché mondial.

 Par conséquent, nous appelons les 103 législateurs de Capitol Hill, en 
particulier les membres des comités sur les affaires bancaires et 
monétaires, tant du Sénat que de la Chambre des représentants, à ne pas 
se précipiter pour approuver la demande de l'exécutif sans avoir étudié la 
question en profondeur.
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La Constitution ne sauvera 
pas la démocratie américaine

Par Daron Acemoglu 
& James A. RobinsonÉditorial

Mise en garde du comité 
du sénateur Marshall
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e) It is instructive to note that the military government pioneered research and 
analysis for civil service reforms that gave rise to the prevailing successful policy decision 
for such reforms of the nowsalary/wage allowance for our public, state enterprise 
executives and other deserving public servants.Though highly successful, but this 
innovative effort, designed as one of several approaches to combat public dishonesty has 
not, apparently, been able to deliver the expected, desirable impact;

f) Example of this negative impact forCorruption control/eradication has been 
and is theon-goingtug-of-warfor prosecutorial turfbetween two executive-
branch agencies, theMinistry of Justice and the Liberia Anti-Corruption 
Commission (LACC). LACC,an agency with cabinet rank, created by law to 
combat or “fight” corruption.This “fight for prosecutorial turf” has been before 
the National Legislature twice in the form of an Executive Branch-sponsored 
Act seeking prosecutorial power to be granted to the LACC, but was rejected.

g) Then, there is the fact of the critical problem –the executives of the Ministry of 
Justice, LACC and leaders of the Legislature are all recipients of questionable 
Salary/wage “allowances”. What, then, may be implied from this dog-fight in 
which the apparent conclusion seems to be that the Legislature is in collusion 
with the lawyers of the Ministry of Justice but against LACC and the Executive 
Branch?

h) Then there is theBig One– unexplained questions - thequestionable, budgetary 
allowance allocations in favor of leading members of the National Legislature 
crafted by officials of the Ministry of Finance who, themselves, are recipients of 
such “allowances” and who, single-handedly, decide the category and level of the 
amounts of US dollars to be so-allocated. Another additional question, therefore, 
arises: Are these, apparently, dubious allocations – unexplained“operational 
expense, special service expense, travel allowances (domestic & foreign), local 
scholarship giveaways, etc., etc.”,- designed to appease or placate legislative 
scrutiny and assure approval of the budgetary prescriptions as crafted, for the 
benefit of crafters?

But, theFY2012/2013Budget Hearings which, hopefully, should and must be opened to 
the public in order to disclose, perhaps, the “iceberg” and the implied behind-the-scenes 
collaborations/collusions in the crafting of the unexplained, highly-questionable, 
budgeted allowance allocations did not, unfortunately, take place.

 Given these conditions, in our viewIf there is any time and any cause for which the 
Liberian people, the body politic, need, should and must be informed and educated, it is 
at this time for the purpose of public/private honesty, transparency and accountability in 
public affairs. This is the time to be heard – progressive and/or conservative 
“revolutionaries”.

It is very important to note that the hundreds of millions of US dollars, spent in this 
wayend up in foreign bank accounts held by many of the “allowance recipients” who are, 
highly likely to be US citizens or citizens of other foreign countries.Other payments, in 
billions of US dollars, made to the dealers of these  generators, fuel, spare parts and 
service, including the popular SUVs, parts, service and fuel, also end up as revenues (out 
of Liberia) to the foreign business organizations operating in Liberia.

Finally, I want to recall the advice to my superiors back in the 1980s: “The effort to 
combat the Liberia Corruption, Inc. in the public sector must be taken serious”. I wrote 
in a Memo that “the effortshould and must be based on social, economic and political 
considerations”.Now, given the sophistication, economic and political power of Liberia 
Corruption, Inc., this effort must be quadrupled, in socio-cultural, legal, economic, 
political and (international) diplomatic terms. For, Corruption, Inc. is financed by the 
taxpayer and our friendly donors!!

5. This is Corruption – Deceit, Lies& Theft
 Just one day after I penned the article entitled “What is Wrong with Liberians”, a 
question seeking answer(s) to our failure/refusal/neglect to prioritize construction of all-
weather highways and roads throughout the nation, although we have had and continue 
to have “what it takes” to have crisscrossed our small nation by all-weather, super-
highways and roads throughout its length and breadth, I got a preview of an answer, a 
shocker.

According toMr. Abraham Massaley (In Profile Daily, July 2, 2013), the 
LiberianFY2012/2013National Draft Budget submitted June 29, 2013 to the National 
Legislature for review/approval contained the following annual allocations: 
A. Office of the Speaker, House of Representative   -            US$766,357.00
B. Office of the Deputy Speaker                             -      700,302.00
C. Office of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate                    -  846,653.00  

Grand Total of US dollars                                     -                        $2,313,312.00

Two million, Three Hundred Thirteen Thousand, Three Hundred Twelve United States dollars 
allocated and budgeted to three executive officials of the National Legislature, honorable men 
and women in our countyin which an overwhelming majority of the citizens struggle to survive on 
US one dollar per day!

A close look at the US $2, 313, 312. 00 as the allocated, budgeted sum total of budgeted, line-items 
of“allowances” is necessary because there are several, unexplained categories of allowances - 
“general, special and salary” – raise more questions about the need, category, level and amounts 
allocated. These are:

A. Office of the Speaker
General Allowance                 -                       US$197,654.00
Special Allowance                                                        72,000.00   
Salary Allowance-            55,000.00 55,000.00 $324,654.00

Personal, Un-explained Allocations
Rental Expense                                    -                   24,000.00
Fuel –Vehicles        -                  90,942.00
Fuel – Generator    -                 37,252.00
Repairs                                                     -             24,000.00
Special Services       -                 28,892.00
Operational Expense                             -                 11,271.00
Local Scholarship Give-away               -                10,000.00 
Purchase of Newspaper                                             4,000.00
Equipment                                                                    3,000.00         $233,357.00$558,011.00

B. Office of the Deputy Speaker
General Allowance        -        111,557.00                      
Special   Allowance               -                             60,000,00
Salary Allowance                 -         65,000.0065,000.00      $236,557.00

Personal, Un-explained Allocations
Rental Expense                                   -         24,000.00
Fuel – Vehicles                                    -          100,056.00
Fuel – Generator                                -           41,000.00
Repairs                                              -            36,000.00
Operational Expense                         -            39,694.00
Special Services                                   -           22,000.00
Vehicle Insurance                                -            4,000.00
Local Scholarship Giveaway             -            3,500.00
News Paper Purchase                        -               2,100.00         $272,350.00$508,907.00

C. Office of the President Pro Tempore
General Allowance       -   162,000.00                           
Special Allowance    - 72,000.00   
Salary Allowance       -175,000.00$175,000.00           $409,000.00
Personal, Un-explained Allocations
Rent                                               -            18,599.00                             
Fuel for Generator                      -               30,838.00
Special Services                             -          66,000.00
Operation Expense                    -         61,000.00
Transport Equipment          -          16,000.00
Local Scholarship Giveaway    -                5,000.00  
News Paper Purchase          -                            4,000.00           $201,437.00$610,437.00

Aclose comparative look at the sum total of US$2, 313, 312.00allocated, budgeted FY2012/2013 
for three (3) executive officials of the National Legislature – the Speaker, US $766, 357.00; Deputy 
Speaker, US $700, 302. 00; and President Protemp of the Senate, $846, 653.00andthe sum total of 
various categories of allocated, budgeted provisionsshows US $1, 677, 355.00 for the same 
executive officials, a difference of US $635, 957.00!!

These allocations and budgeted figuresbring us face-to-face with the prevailing nightmare of 
corruption. The official statement of the US $2, 313, 312. 00 grants, affirms that the recipient 
officials are, and have been, given much more than they lawfully earn – the indicated difference!

Or, that government corporate finance and management rules demand that the required officials 
be compensated adequately and fairly at US $1, 677, 355. 00, but that should include the 
difference (US $635, 957. 00) without written record.

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA AND CITIZENS IN 
THECLUTCHES OF LIBERIA CORRUPTION, INCORPORATED

With Bai M. Gbala, Sr.

TO BE CONTINUED

Vice President Taylor 

The Liberian  Senate rejects Salary  Harmonization
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t appears Maryland 
County Senator Dan IMorias may have just 

taken his opposition against 
the creation of a 30 percent 
q u o t a  f o r  w o m e n  
participation in the Liberian 
Legislature too far.

Sen. Morias, a onetime 
Internal Affairs Minister in the 
interim regime of the late 
C h a r l e s  G y u d e B r y a n t  
described Liberian women as 
people who are “users” and 
can be “used” by anybody, 
during a debate over a 
proposition which includes 
providing a quota for women 
in the Legislature.

His description of Liberian 
women into two categories as 
“used and users” could not be 
h i nde red  even  by  an  
intervention from the only 
female in the Senate, Sen. 
NyonbleeKangar, who tried 
unsuccessfully to bring him to 
order.

“In Liberia, there are two 
classes of women: The used 

he Ambassador of 
the Republic of TGuinea accredited 

to Liberia Abdoulaye Dore has 
presented US$1,000 (One 
Thousand United States 
Dollars) to bereaved families 
of 28 persons, most of them 
students consumed in a fire 
incident recently at an 

and the users,” Sen. Morias 
said adding that the “Used” 
are the uneducated women 
(market women etc) who are 
usually used by politicians 
i n c l ud i ng  t he  “Use r s”  
educated women to gain 
prominence.

He said most times when 
there are issues the educated 
w o m e n  w i l l  u s e  t h e  

the regime of President 
George Manneh Weah, but this 
new administration has not 
found its way to get the 
lawmakers to reduce their 
earnings.

According to Mr. Dillon, on 
Monday, 23 September he 
received a handwritten copy of 
information relating to his pay 
and incentives from the chair 
on Ways, Means and Finance at 
the Liberian Senate Sen. Morris 
Saytumah of Bomi County.

The Montserrado County 
Senator says there is a need for 
all the senators to cut down 
their salaries and give back to 
the people of Liberia to help 
improve their lives and the 
various sectors.

Dillon asserts that the 
money that each lawmaker is 
being paid is too much in this 
kind of economy where people 
are suffering.

“If each of the 103 
lawmakers here can give 
US$10,000 back, we will 
g e n e r a t e  a n d  s a v e  
US$1.3million every month 
and over US$20 million 
annually,” says Dillon. 

“We can put it back into the 
health sector, upgrade it and 
make it free or very affordable 
for our people. We could even 
put some in the educational 
sector, upgrade the public 
schools and make [them] 
free,” he adds.

He notes that if they take 
US$15,000 and put it in their 
pockets, the people who gave 

Islamic school in Paynesville, 
Liberia.

Ambassador Dore urged 
families of the school children 
to take courage in Almighty 
Allah and patiently wait on 
ongoing investigation by the 
Government of Liberia to 
establish cause of the fire that 
occurred Wednesday, 18 
September at about 12:00 

uneducated ones at their own 
advantages and after they 
have achieved their goals, they 
dump them (apparently like 
every other politician).

He, therefore, argued that 
the proposition should be 
denied and should never see 
the face of the Liberian 
Legislature ever. 

But RiverGee Senator 

them power will continue to 
remain beggars.

Addressing concerns about 
the US$40,000 car provided him 
by government, Mr. Dillon 
explains that the vehicle was 
paid for when the late senator 
that has succeeded, Madam 
Geraldine Doe - Sheriff was still 
alive.

Sen. Dillon reveals that the 
car was bought in her name, 
and when he took office, her 
name was replaced by his 
name. 

He indicates that the car is a 
government property and it is 
for the office of the senator.

Dillon argues that if anyone 
wins the mid - term senatorial 
election next year, that person 
will use the car, concluding that 
he will not return it as 
demanded by some people in 
some quarters.

According to Dillon, the car 
will be in use for three years, 
and if he wins the senatorial 
election in 2020, he will use it 
until the three years expire. 

“If I return the car, I will be 
against the government policy 
and I cannot sell the car 
because it is not my personal 
property. If I do so I will be 
stealing,” Sen. Dillon notes.

Meanwhile, Sen. Dillon says 
he hasn’t received any money 
yet for the extra sitting on 
Capitol Hill, noting that if 
there’s any money, he will 
receive it and make it public to 
h i s  peop le. - -Edited  by  
Winston W. Parley

a.m.
The Guinean envoy wants 

security measure instituted at 
Muslim-run education facilities 
in Liberia following last week’s 
raging fire disaster that 
consumed 28 Islamic school 
students in Bassa Town 
communi ty,  Paynesv i l l e  
outside Monrovia.

An instructor of the school 
and the wife of the Imam of the 
school’s Mosque died in the fire 
along with the students, who 
were  t rapped  in  the i r  
dormitory during the incident.

Ambassador Dore, who is 
Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps  
here, made the presentation 
recently when the Muslim 
Community in Monrovia 
received a Guinean delegation 
t h a t  c a m e  t o  L i b e r i a  
sympathize with families of 
the victims and fellow Muslims 
in the country.

President George M. Weah 
visited the scene immediately 
after the incident and 
sympathized with families and 
a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  s c h o o l ,  
promising his government’s 
support. President Weah has 
also ordered an investigation 
into the fire disaster.

CommanyWesseh in a motion 
argued that instead of just 
d i s m i s s i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
propos i t ion  which  a l so  
includes the reduction of 
tenures for both the President 
and Vice President, and that of 
members of the Legislature it 
should be considered based on 
line by line. 

The current presidential 
tenure is at 6 years, for both 
the president and the vice, 
while Senators have 9 years for 
the senior and the juniors have 
6 years as same with the 
representatives.

However, Sen. Morias’ 
argument is that the women 
have always argued that “what 
men can do, they can also do” 
so they should as well compete 
as men and not be given special 
privileges because of their 
gender.

He said the Senate had two 
women in its rank and file 
before the death of Sen. 
Geraldine Doe-Sheriff who was 
recently replaced by Sen. 
Abraham Darius Dillon.

Sen. Morias said what the 
women should have done was 
to rally their support behind a 
female candidate if they 
wanted to maintain the seat 
but they failed to do so. He 
further that even in the 
controversial Montserrado 
District #15 by-election, the 
women again failed to rally 
their support behind Ms. Telia 
Urey.

He said even the Liberian 
census shows that women are 
in the majority as compare to 
men and therefore they should 
even have the upper hand in an 
election.

“Go to the hospitals the 
women nurses there are more 
than men,” Sen. Morias added.

Meanwhile, it remains to be 
seen whether Sen. Morias will 
not be using the uneducated 
women as well for his re-
election bid in 2020.
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“Used and users”
By Othello B. Garblah

Finally revealed 
Starts from backpage 

Guinean Ambassador donates 
US$1,000 to fire victims

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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Mr. Dillon told a press 
conference Tuesday, 24 
September on Capitol Hill that 
each senator makes a gross 
salary of US$15,325 plus 
LRD$29,700 as basic salary 
w i t h  U S $ 3 , 1 7 5  f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
reimbursement.

Additionally, he says each 
senator also makes US$2,150 
cash for gasoline, concluding 

that each of them walks away 
with about US$12,000 after tax 
deductions.

Having made the disclosure, 
Mr. Dillon says he will take 
US$5,000 as his monthly 
earnings, and give the balance 
back to the people of 
Montserrado County as a 
means of protest to pressure 
his colleagues to do the same 
as a government. 

The country is struggling 
w i t h  s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  
constraints, but lawmakers 
here have over the years 
hidden their salaries and 
ignored public pressure to 
reduce their salaries and save 
the state of millions of dollars 
annually to augment national 
development efforts.

Worst of it all is that civil 
servants are paid just a little 
while elected officials take 
home more than what they 
need in such a bad economy 
where government seeks 
foreign donations and grants 
continuously for projects.

Things have 
been like this 
ever since before 

ontserrado County 
Senator Abraham MDarius Dillon has 

made public the salary and 
incentives he earns at the 
Liberian senate, breaking the 
tradition of secrecy on 
Capitol Hill which shields 
official information on 
lawmakers’ huge earnings 
from the public.
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home systems installed, 334 
pieces of cook stoves, solar 
installations at 35 public 
institutions and 60 SMEs for 
energy for productive uses.

Giving an overview of 
program results, the Program 
Manager, Emmanuel Aziebor 
also mentioned that, the 
program successfully piloted 
the novel pay as you go model 
in Liberia in partnership with 
l o ca l  d i s t r i bu to r s  and  
international manufacturers 
through which 10,79 homes 

were connected to PAYGo 
Solar home systems.  

This significantly opens up 
the off-grid market for 
private sector companies to 
take advantage of. 

The European Union (EU) 
says its member states have 
approved a new rural  
electrification program of 42 
m i l l i o n  f o r  sou
t h e a s t e r n  
L i b e r i a ,  i n  
response to 

modern lighting to 45,690   
rural and peri-urban residents 
in Bong, Margibi, Grand Bassa, 

Lofa, Gbarpolu, Nimba and 
rural Montserrado counties.  

This includes 5,280 solar 

he three and half 
years Light - Up TLiberia program 

funded by the European 
Union has officially ended. 
This was made known during 
the closeout workshop, 
which took p lace on 
Thursday, September 19, 
2019 at the Murex Plaza, 
Monrovia.  

The program which was 
implemented by Mercy 
C o r p s ,  F o s e r a  a n d  
Alternative Energy brought 

aP11g
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By Ethel A. Tweh

EU Light Up Liberia Program connects 45,000 residents


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

