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Several students 
hospitalized
-As police fired tear gas during demonstration
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olice in northern 
Nigeria have freed P67 people who had 

been found shackled at an 
Islamic boarding school, 
officials say.

The pupils, between the 
ages of seven and 40, told 
police they had been tortured 
and abused.

Last month, more than 300 
male students were freed 
from a similar boarding 
school in neighbouring 
K a d u n a  s t a t e . I s l a m i c  
boarding schools, known as 
Almajiris, are common across 
the mostly-Muslim north of 
Nigeria.

In a statement released on 
Monday, police said the boys 
and men were chained and 
subjected to "inhuman and 
degrading treatments". Some 
h a d  b e e n  s e x u a l l y  
abused."Beating, abusing and 
punishment, this is what they 
always did to us here. They 
make a cover story and say 
they were teaching us. They 
are not teaching us for the 
sake of God," student Lawal 

Ahmed told the Reuters news 
agency.Two teachers as well 
as the owner of the school, 
which is in Daura, the 
birthplace of President 
Muhammadu Buhari, have 
been arrested.More than 300 
pupils were enrolled but most 

The school operated for 
decades as a place for Koranic 
instruction and worked with 
some pupils who were deemed 
t o  h a v e  b e h a v i o u r a l  
problems.There have been 
numerous reports of abuse at 
Islamic boarding schools across 
northern Nigeria, with students 
sometimes forced to spend 
their days begging on the 
streets.

A lack of rehabilitation 
facilities in parts of the country 
force some parents to enrol 
their unruly children in 
informal Islamic schools - which 

had escaped before the police 
arrived, the BBC's Ishaq Khalid 
says.

The captives had been 
rioting and many had got out 
with their shackles still on, a 
Katsina police spokesperson 
told the BBC.

t least 22 people 
were killed in a Alandslide in Ethiopia 

after heavy rains pounded 
the southern region on 
Sunday.

The disaster in Konta 
district, Dawro Zone, saw 
waves of mud destroy five 
homes, killing residents and 
animals, a local official told 
the BBC.

“Thirteen of the victims 

are women,’’ said Fasika 
Mulugeta, a communication 
officer.

Local media are reporting 
that a policeman and his 
family are among those killed.

An operation to retrieve the 
bodies is under way with 
rescuers using an excavator to 
d i g  th rough  the  mud.  
Seventeen bodies have been 
recovered so far, according to 
Mr Mulugeta.

He has asked the federal 
and state governments to 
intervene.

Local officials fear more 
incidents will happen if the 
rains continue.

Last month, seven people 
were killed in the area after 
heavy rain triggered a 
landslide, Chinese news 
agency Xinhua reported. Five 
o f  t h e m  w e r e  f a m i l y  
members.BBC

imbabwe expects to 
increase diamond Zproduction to 11 

million carats by 2023 from 3.2 
million carats last year, the 
mines minister said on Monday, 
part of an ambitious plan to 
raise mining output and earn 
the country $12 billion a year.

The mineral-rich southern 
African nation sees the mining 
sector as the main driver for 
reviving an economy crippled 
by triple-digit inflation and 
high unemployment.

Still, many investors fret 
about whether they can take 
money out because of acute 

dollar shortages.Zimbabwe's 
government has previously set 
ambitious targets on mining 
production but output has 
rarely met those goals because 
investors often cite archaic 
investment regulations and 
uncertainty over the safety of 
their investment.

Under President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa's Zimbabwe is 
"open for business" mantra, 
the government has promised 
more favourable terms for 
those investing in the country, 
but big investors are still 
staying away for now.Winston 
Chitando said production by 

a re  a l so  meant  to  be  
correctional facilities - where 
they are subjected to abuse, 
our correspondent says.

Pres ident  Buhar i  has  
previously condemned reports 
of abuse at similar institutions.

I n  S e p t e m b e r,  w h e n  
students were freed from the 
school in Kaduna, he urged 
religious and traditional 
leaders to work with the 
authorities to "expose and stop 
all types of abuse that are 
widely known but ignored for 
m a n y  y e a r s  b y  o u r  
communities".BBC

four companies - including 
Alrosa and Chinese-owned 
Anjin - would help drive up 
diamond output, mostly from 
t h e  e a s t e r n  C h i a d z w a  
area.Anjin plans to restart 
mining after being kicked out 
from Chiadzwa for refusing to 
merge with the state diamond 
firm in 2016, while Alrosa has 
plans to start prospecting and 
mining diamonds in the area. 
UK-listed Vast Resources is 
expected to sign a deal this 
w e e k  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  
diamonds.Chitando also said 
gold, the single biggest 
minera l  export ,  wou ld  

generate $4 billion in four 
years time while platinum 
would bring in another $3 
billion as a raft of projects 
come on  s t ream.Ang lo  
Platinum and Impala Platinum 
Holdings have platinum mines 
in Zimbabwe.Karo Resources, 
partly owned by South Africa's 
Tharisa Holdings is building an 
integrated platinum mine and 
refinery while a Russian 
consortium and Zimbabwean 
investors are developing a 
platinum project near Harare. 
Reuter 

'Tortured' and shackled pupils 
freed from Nigerian Islamic school

Police say the victims were subjected 
to "inhumane and degrading treatment

Ethiopia landslide kills 22 amid 
fears of more destruction 

The landslide was caused by heavy rains in southern Ethiopia

Zimbabwe aims high 
diamond produce
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HICAGO – Plans for Facebook’s proposed 
“stablecoin,” Libra, appear to be Cunraveling with the withdrawal of 

PayPal, Visa, Mastercard, Stripe, eBay, and 
Mercado Pago as potential sponsors. This is 
hardly surprising, given growing awareness of 
Libra’s potential adverse consequences. If it 
offers anonymity to its users, Libra will 
become a platform for tax evasion, money 
laundering, and terrorist finance. If, on the 
other hand, its privacy protections are lax, 
Libra will give Facebook access to users’ most 
intimate financial details.

Then there are the dangers Libra poses to 
economic and financial stability. Although 
Facebook’s stablecoin will be backed by a 
portfolio of “low-volatility assets,” anyone 
who lived through the 2008 global financial 
crisis will know that low volatility is more a 
state of mind than an intrinsic attribute of an 
asset. If the prices of the bonds in the reserve 
portfolio fall in response to an unexpected 
rise in interest rates, for example, those 
bonds may then be inadequate to redeem all 
the Libra in circulation. At this point, the 
reserve will be subject to the equivalent of a 
bank run. And because Libra operates like a 
currency board, there will be no lender of last 
resort.

Libra may also undercut the stabilizing 
capacity of monetary and regulatory policies. 
If the residents of a country shift out of its 
national currency, the central bank’s interest-
rate-setting policies will be vitiated. To 
appreciate the consequences, one need look 
no further than Argentina’s long, unhappy 
history of financial dollarization.

Finally, governments that use controls to 
regulate capital flows will find that they are 
more easily evaded. Their economies will be 
fully exposed to the foibles of global financial 
markets. This will be “disruption” with a 
vengeance.

Libra’s rollout will require the approval of 
regulators. Its promoters, claiming significant 
social benefits, argue that it deserves to be 
approved. Libra will lower the cost of cross-
border payments. It will reduce the expense 
of remittances. It will provide financial 
services to the unbanked masses.

While these arguments for Libra are not false, 
they are superfluous. The cost of cross-border 
payments is already falling. Ripple, a San 
Francisco-based company, uses distributed-
ledger technology and a proprietary 
cryptocurrency to facilitate transfers 
between commercial banks at a small fraction 
of their earlier cost.

Because Ripple cooperates with commercial 
banks subject to know-your-customer rules 
and other regulatory requirements, its 
payments technology doesn’t pose the same 
problems as Libra. Banks like Santander 

already use this technology to connect Europe 
with the United States. They are now poised to 
connect the US with Latin America.

The Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT), through which 
interbank transfers are traditionally made, is 
not taking this challenge lying down. It has 
tested a system, “SWIFT gpi Instant,” for 
transferring funds between banks in North 
America, Europe, and Asia, settling payments in 
as little as 13 seconds. SWIFT gpi Instant 
piggybacks on newly installed nonstop instant 
payment systems such as Singapore’s Fast and 
Secure Transfers (FAST) and the European 
Central Bank’s TARGET Instant Payment 
Settlement (TIPS). Once the Federal Reserve 
implements a round-the-clock real-time 
payment and settlement system in 2023 or 
2024, this network will be further enhanced.

While SWIFT’s pilot doesn’t rely on distributed-
ledger technology, which verifies transactions 
by recording their details in multiple places at 
the same time, other initiatives do. For 
example, the ECB and the Bank of Japan have 
been exploring use of this technology in 
domestic and cross-border payments in their 
“Project Stella” (not to be confused with the 
video game of the same name).

Moreover, there is already considerable 
progress in solving the problem of serving the 
unbanked courtesy of telecom-based services 
like M-Pesa, which originated in Kenya but is 
now used from Afghanistan to Albania. Users 
need only a cellphone and a contract with their 
telecom-services provider, not even a bank 
account. They can then top up their balance at 
the corner store, protect it with a PIN, and use 
it to make payments to anyone with an account.

Platforms like M-Pesa are being used not just for 
payments but also to provide other financial 
services, such as micro-loans. In other words, 
they already trump Libra when it comes to 
banking the unbanked.

Criticisms of such services focus on their cost. 
In countries where the dominant telecom 
company faces little competition, it can insist 
on high margins. Here, it would seem, is where 
Libra could have disruptive, pro-competitive 
effects.

But this is wishful thinking. The reality is that 
the same telecoms that successfully lobby 
against entry into their own industry will lobby 
against regulatory authorization for Libra.

Where the problem for economies and financial 
services is lack of competition, residents of 
developing countries need to look to their own 
regulators and politicians. The remedy for their 
woes is not going to come from Mark 
Zuckerberg.

Where the problem for economies and financial services is 
lack of competition, residents of developing countries need 
to look to their own regulators and politicians. The remedy 
for their woes is not going to come from Mark Zuckerberg.

AFTER LAST WEEK’S closure of independent Roots FM 102.7 and 
its affiliates by the Government of Liberia, many people in 
Liberia seem to be more concern about closing a second radio 
station, Freedom FM, than the procedure followed by the 
authorities in the action taken against the first station.

MANY HOLD THE view that Freedom FM 87.9 owned and 
operated by a senior security officer of the government, Sam 
Siryon, is involved in broadcasting invectives and hate speech 
against opposition members, particularly political leaders of 
opposition political parties just similarly as Roots FM 102.7 had 
been ranting against President George Manneh Weah and his 
government.

BUT WE SEE a dangerous sign here for the entire Liberian media 
if care were not taken in what clearly appears to be beginning of 
an official clampdown on media institutions that dare to call the 
government to account. Just as Roots FM 102.7 talk show host 
Henry Costa has been repeatedly noted for preaching anti-
government messages and ranting insults on the President and his 
officials, so is pro-government Freedom FM87.9 that directs its 
broadcast, saturated with profanity, at members of the 
opposition community.

RATHER THAN CLOSURE of anti-government or pro-government 
stations, as many are suggesting, including the Press Union of 
Liberia, we think the real focus should be on whether or not, 
procedure used by the State last week’s Thursday, 10 September 
in forcibly shutting down Roots FM 102.7 and confiscating its 
assets for alleged default in payment of taxes and other 
operational requirements before subsequently issuing a Writ of 
Search, Seizure and Arrest through a court sheriff was right.

LIBERIA’S SOLICITOR-GENERAL Cllr. Sayma-Cyrenius Cephus, 
who had earlier served as defense counsel for talk show Henry 
Costa during the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf regime, argued last week 
in a news conference at the Ministry of Information in Monrovia 
that government acted accordingly, because Roots FM 102.7 had 
operated illegally and broadcast invectives to the public.

THE QUESTION IS: was the Search, Seizure and Arrest Warrant 
legal for the alleged offenses, as claimed by the Solicitor-
General? Or were there excesses by the government? These are 
the main issues that should be debated in the public domain, 
instead.

IF WE DIDN’T critically analyze the government’s move and 
begin to call for closure of a second media institution, we may be 
clearly creating a platform where the authorities would 
arbitrarily shut down media houses in the country based on their 
reportage and hide under the pretext of lack of license and 
operational permits.

SURELY, WE LIBERIANS don’t want to return to the dark days of 
the military junta, People’s Redemption Council (PRC) in the 80s 
or era of jailed former President Charles Ghankay Taylor when 
journalists were randomly arrested and media institutions shut 
down.

TODAY IT IS Roots FM 102.7 and its affiliates; no one knows which 
other critical voices from the media would face the wrath of the 
government. Lest we are misconstrued, the New Dawn does not 
any way suggest that journalists and media institutions are 
licensed to insult authorities of the State or to ignore 
professional and ethical standards, but if such breaches were 
committed, government should react within confines of the law.

ANYTHING SHORT OF that would mean arbitrary clampdown on 
the media and silencing critical voices against the government.  

Roots FM’s closure and media future in Liberia
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Will Libra Be Stillborn?

By Barry Eichengreen
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THACA – The global economic slowdown is turning into a synchronized stagnation, with 
some major economies growing only weakly and others barely at all – or even contracting Islightly. For now at least, fears of an imminent global recession seem premature. But 

policymakers have little appetite for fundamental reforms and limited room for effective 
macroeconomic stimulus, and thus seem at a loss for ways to revive growth.

The roots of the slowdown are not difficult to discern. Persistent trade tensions, political 
instability, geopolitical risks, and concerns about the limited efficacy of monetary stimulus 
continue to erode business and consumer sentiment, thus holding back investment and 
productivity growth. International trade flows have been directly affected as well. The 
World Trade Organization recently slashed its forecast for global trade growth in 2019 from 
2.6% to just 1.2%. Furthermore, the Baltic Dry Index, a widely watched trade metric based 
on shipping rates for dry bulk commodities, nearly doubled in the first eight months of this 
year, but has since fallen by about 30%, erasing hopes of a trade rebound.

Meanwhile, global uncertainty has kept the US dollar strong relative to most other major 
currencies. Although dollar appreciation has taken some pressure off non-US economies that 
depend on exports or foreign capital, it has increased the risk of an open currency war.

At the same time, not all indicators are grim. Labor markets remain largely healthy, even in 
otherwise anemic economies such as Germany, and household consumption remains strong 
in most major economies. In addition, the September surge in oil prices, which had raised 
concerns of another negative shock to growth, has since receded.

The US economy reflects this dichotomy. Labor-market performance and household 
consumption are still relatively robust, but both the manufacturing and services sectors are 
slowing. Tensions with major trading partners, including China and the European Union, and 
uncertainty regarding the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, have hit business 
confidence, profits, and investment.

Although Germany continues to flirt with recession while its government eschews fiscal 
stimulus, other European economies have picked up some of the slack. France, the 
Netherlands, and Spain are experiencing modest growth and robust employment, despite 
weakening trade. Italy’s economy, however, seems to have flatlined, and the country 
remains wracked by political uncertainty.

Japan is facing multiple headwinds, including weak global demand, the contractionary 
effects of a sales-tax hike, and stubbornly low inflation. Financial conditions remain weak, 
as does the real economy. Business and consumer sentiment have plunged, which, together 
with the country’s structural, demographic, and fiscal challenges, augur further prolonged 
economic weakness.

Brexit-related uncertainties continue to dominate in the United Kingdom. Fears of a 
disorderly exit from the EU, and ongoing domestic political turmoil, leave little room for 
optimism about the country’s short-term economic prospects. Most indicators of UK 
economic activity are either flat or showing minimal growth.

To be sure, low interest rates in advanced economies, coupled with the recent fall in oil 
prices, have helped some large emerging-market economies. Even so, weak global demand 
and trade-related uncertainties, in addition to domestic policy constraints, continue to 
weigh on their growth.

For example, China’s economy is clearly slowing, although not as much as some had feared 
given the ongoing trade war with the US. But there is no clear prospect of a durable 
resolution to the conflict, which continues to dampen Chinese business sentiment and 
private investment growth. The renminbi’s gradual depreciation against the dollar has been 
orderly so far, but it has had only a modest impact on growth. And while China’s government 
has room for more fiscal and monetary stimulus, policymakers seem willing to let growth 
decelerate gradually to a more sustainable level, rather than boosting spending and easing 
access to credit, which could raise longer-term financial and other risks.

India, meanwhile, is experiencing a sharp economic slowdown, driven in part by tight credit 
conditions and weak household consumption. The government recently lowered corporate 
taxes and eased restrictions on foreign direct investment, while the Reserve Bank of India 
has injected significant monetary stimulus through interest-rate cuts. But without a clear 
vision for economic reforms from the government, these measures are unlikely to revive 
private investment.

In fact, economic malaise has taken hold in many key emerging-market economies. Brazil 
has teetered on the brink of recession in recent months, as trade, employment, and 
confidence levels remain stagnant. Likewise, Russia’s economy is experiencing zero or near-
zero growth, according to most measures of activity. And Mexico, too, recorded zero GDP 
growth in the second quarter of 2019. The one positive economic note in all three countries 
is the continued growth of private-sector credit.

Given the growing risk of stagnation, governments may soon have little choice but to provide 
further macroeconomic stimulus. For this to be effective, policymakers will need to 
coordinate fiscal and monetary measures and undertake them in tandem with broader 
structural reforms aimed at improving long-term growth prospects. But with many 
governments seemingly lacking the political will to take such an approach, monetary policy 
will likely continue to shoulder the heavy and increasingly unsustainable burden of 
supporting growth.

Persistent reliance on ultra-low or negative policy interest rates leaves financial systems 
ever more vulnerable and has little positive impact on growth. And this unfavorable trade-
off will continue unless governments make a broader commitment to structural reforms and 
prudent fiscal stimulus. Should policymakers fail to do so, synchronized economic 
stagnation will continue – and could give way to much worse outcomes.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org
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AMBRIDGE – In Mohammed Hanif’s novel Red Birds, an American bomber pilot 
crashes his plane in the Arabian desert and is stranded among the locals in a nearby Crefugee camp. He finds himself talking about thieves with a local shopkeeper. “Our 

government is the biggest thief,” he explains. “It steals from the living, it steals from the 
dead.” The shopkeeper replies, “Thank God we don’t have that problem. We just steal 
from each other.”

This little vignette just about summarizes the key message of Daron Acemoglu and James 
Robinson’s new book, The Narrow Corridor: States, Societies, and the Fate of Liberty. 
Acemoglu and Robinson’s thesis is that prospects for freedom and prosperity balance on 
a knife-edge between state oppression and the lawlessness and violence that society so 
often inflicts on itself. Give the state too much of an upper hand over society, and you 
have despotism. Render the state weak vis-à-vis society, and you get anarchy.

As the book’s title signals, there is only a “narrow corridor” between these two 
dystopias, a slender path that only a few countries, mostly in the industrialized West, 
have managed to find. Furthermore, getting on the path does not guarantee staying on 
it. Acemoglu and Robinson emphasize that unless civil society remains vigilant and is 
able to mobilize against would-be autocrats, authoritarian regress always remains a 
possibility.

Acemoglu and Robinson’s new book builds on their previous blockbuster, Why Nations 
Fail. In that book and other writings, they identified what they call “inclusive 
institutions” as the principal driver of economic and political progress. These 
institutions, such as secure property rights and the rule of law, are accessible to all (or 
most) citizens and do not favor a narrow group of elites over the rest of society.

One country that has always given the Acemoglu-Robinson thesis some trouble is China. 
The Communist Party of China’s monopoly of political power, the country’s rampant 
corruption, and the ease with which the Party’s economic competitors and political 
opponents can be dispossessed hardly smack of inclusive institutions. Yet it is undeniable 
that over the last four decades the Chinese regime has achieved unprecedented rates of 
economic growth and the most impressive reduction in poverty in recorded history.

In Why Nations Fail, Acemoglu and Robinson argued that Chinese economic growth will 
run out of steam unless extractive political institutions give way to inclusive institutions. 
They double down on this thesis in The Narrow Corridor. They characterize China as a 
country where a strong state has dominated society for almost two and a half millennia. 
Having spent so much time outside the corridor, they argue, it is unlikely that China can 
make a smooth entry back in. Neither political reform nor continued rapid economic 
growth seems likely.

The other large country that now seems to sit ill at ease with the original Acemoglu-
Robinson thesis is the United States. At the time Why Nations Fail was written, many still 
considered the US a prime example of inclusive institutions – a country that got rich and 
became democratic through the development of secure property rights and the rule of 
law. Today, the income distribution of the US is as skewed as in any plutocracy. And the 
country’s representative political institutions, under attack from a demagogue, look 
decidedly brittle.

The Narrow Corridor seems to be written in part to provide an account of the apparent 
fragility of liberal democracies. The authors coin the term “Red Queen Effect” to denote 
the ever-continuing struggle to uphold open political institutions. Like the character in 
the Lewis Carroll book, civil society has to run ever faster to keep up with authoritarian 
leaders and restrain their despotic tendencies.

The ability of civil society to stand up to “Leviathan” may in turn depend on social 
divisions and their evolution. Democracy typically emerges from the rise of popular 
groups that can challenge the power of the elites or from splits among elites. In the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, industrialization, world wars, and de-colonization 
led to the mobilization of such groups. Ruling elites acceded to their opponents’ 
demands that the franchise be extended, without property qualifications, (usually) to 
all males. In return, the newly enfranchised groups accepted limits on their ability to 
expropriate property holders. In short, voting rights were exchanged for property 
rights.1

But, as I discuss in joint work with Sharun Mukand, liberal democracy requires more: 
rights that protect minorities (what we may call civil rights). The defining characteristic 
of the political settlement that generates democracy is that it excludes the main 
beneficiary of civil rights – minorities – from the bargaining table. These minorities have 
neither resources (like the elite) nor numbers (like the majority) behind them. The 
political settlement thus favors an impoverished kind of democracy – what one might call 
electoral democracy – over liberal democracy.1

This helps explain why liberal democracy is such a rare beast. The failure to protect 
minority rights is a readily understood consequence of the political logic behind the 
emergence of democracy. What requires explanation is not the relative rarity of liberal 
democracy, but its existence. The surprise is not that few democracies are liberal, but 
that there are any liberal democracies at all.1

This is hardly a comforting conclusion at a time when liberal democracy seems very much 
under threat, even in those parts of the world where it seems to have been permanently 
entrenched. But by appreciating the fragility of liberal democracy, we can perhaps avoid 
the lassitude induced by taking it for granted.
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Can Synchronized Stagnation Be Stopped?

By Eswar Prasad & Ethan Wu

Democracy on a Knife-Edge
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most especially, when African business people are also looking to do business on the 
Russian market?
KD: The B2B-Export Group seeks to do this by providing communication to African 
companies about the opportunities in the Russian and international market, in 
order to widen their horizon.

To support the trade between Russia and emerging markets, we host business 
forums in an effort to boost relations and investment between countries. We have 
organized Russian businesses to visit Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Egypt, Colombia, Mexico, Indonesia, Malaysia and China and we host 
delegates from other countries in Russia every year.

Next to that, we also do this by providing the necessary tools for trade, thus in a 
better position to understand the trading process and allow us to better work with 
our customers.

Q: What kind of perceptions, popular sentiments and approach could be considered 
as impediments or stumbling blocks to business between Russia and Africa?
KD: The first major impediment is the lack of trust among companies in both 
regions. This lack of trust is a result of the inadequacy of knowledge concerning the 
working arrangements of each other.

Secondly, many companies are hesitant to send money abroad to a company that 
they have not met, due to the numerous cases of fraud that have been reported. In 
order to gain trust, traders generally prefer to have face-to-face meetings to 
discuss their business deals which are not practical due to the high costs associated 
with an offline trip.

Lastly, a business person would approximately incur the following costs: The fees 
for the attendance and exhibition of products at a trade fair in Russia costs 
US$5000. A plane ticket to Russia costs US$1000. Hotel and transport per day will 
cost US$150. Translating services on site will cost US$110/hour. Warehouse rental 
US$15,000 per year. Working online on B2B-Export, one gets all the above services 
and more for only US$190 per year.

Q: Business needs vital information, knowledge about the investment climate and 
so forth. Do you think that there has been an information vacuum or gap between 
the two countries?
KD: As I have mentioned, there is a huge gap in the information available 
concerning both regions. However, it is important to add that for investments the 
threshold for the trust required is greater than for trade. Companies seeking 
investment need to provide adequate information to potential investors to 
convince them that risk can be managed and the returns justify the risk.

As a start for Russian investors looking to invest in Africa, it is easier to begi
n with setting up localization and assembly facilities. Moreover, 
they can provide manufacturing licenses to their local partners 
in the respective African countries.

or decades, Russia has been looking for effective ways to promote 
multifaceted ties and new strategies for cooperation in economic areas in FAfrica. Now, Kremlin will hold the first Russia-Africa Summit in Sochi on 

October 23-24 with high hopes of enhancing multifaceted ties, trying to reshape 
the existing relationship and significantly roll out ways to increase effectiveness 
of cooperation between Russia and Africa.

Experts have strongly suggested that it is also necessary to review the rules and 
regulations especially on trade as a step towards changing the situation about 
Russia's presence in Africa and Africa's presence in Russia. It is necessary for both 
Russia and Africa to make consistent efforts to look for new ways, practical efforts 
at removing existing obstacles that have impeded trade over the years.

Looking ahead with greater hope and grandiose plans, Ekaterina Dyachenko, the 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the B2B Export Group of Companies 
with about 15 year-experience in African issues, has launched a new digital 
platform purposely to connect investors with trade, business and investment 
opportunities in Russia and Africa.

B2B-Export.com is an online trading platform, media resource and professional 
community that enables customers from all over the world to source goods and 
technologies from Russia. The platform offers adequate information and ways of 
business transactions and documentation.

Founded in 2015, the company has since facilitated over 80 export B2B 
transactions. In 2019, for instance, Dyachenko launched the reverse platform to 
help find new customers and enter the market in Russia. Its key markets are 
Africa, Latin America, Middle East and Asia. It is now present in many African 
locations, working on opening additional regional offices in Mexico City, Bogota 
and Jakarta.

Here are important excerpts of the exclusive interview conducted recently by 
KesterKennKlomegah for IDN-InDepthNews:

Question: B2B Export Group has been working between Russia and Africa, what 
are your products and services? What African regions or individual countries are 
keen on Russian products and business services?
Katya Dyachenko (KD): The B2B Export platform is a marketplace for interaction 
and a game changer for accelerated economic cooperation between Russia and 
Africa. B2B-Export is an online trading platform that facilitates trade globally, 
considering that the internet does not recognize borders. We are currently 
working in Africa, Russia, Latin America and China.

We sell equipment and technologies from Russia. We are currently looking for 
suppliers from all over the world to sign up on the platform to trade, including 
suppliers from Africa.

We are looking for 3 types of goods from Africa: Food Products, home décor and 
lastly fashion, shoes and bijouterie. We will help suppliers sell their goods and 
even export for them.

Lastly, we also help in the sourcing of STEM talent, that is, Science Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics expertise, from Russia. This is in light of the fact 
that Russia has the largest number of engineering and science graduates per year.

Q: Compared to other foreign players, how competitive is the African market?
KD: The African market is very competitive, as the world is interested in trading 
with Africa. Some have even termed it as the new “scramble for Africa”. This is 
evidenced by the opening of [. . .] missions in Africa from 2010 to 2016.

Additionally, Africa is the only continent that escaped the global decline in foreign 
direct investment (FDI) as flows to the continent rose to US$46 billion in 2018, an 
increase of 11% on the previous year, according to UNCTAD.

Q: From the 15 years’ experience in both regions, what key problems and 
challenges do you face, both ways?
KD: The first major challenge is the lack of information. Many Russian companies 
are not fully aware of Africa’s potential. This also applies to African companies 
that are not adequately informed on the potential for development and trade by 
Russian companies.

This forms a huge impediment to the growth of trade between Africa and Russia. 
As a result of the lack of knowledge, it has led to a lot of prejudice among 
potential players and are hesitant to trade with each other.
In my opinion, the only way to fight this, is by providing information to enable 
both African and Russian companies to make informed decisions. The Sochi 
summit is one such example, as a part of its objectives is to promote knowledge 
sharing.

Q: What can B2B Export Group do to facilitate a two-way business cooperation, 

Article       Article
Ekaterina Dyachenko Assesses Russia-Africa Trade

By KesterKennKlomegah

aP10g
e



NEW DAWN   6www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2019                              

More headline news   More headline news

rotesting students 
from one of the Ppublic schools here, 

G.W. Gibson High School 
located in the heart of 
Monrovia Tuesday, October 
1 5 ,  e n g a g e d  t h e i r  
counterparts from a Church-
run Seventh Day Adventist 
High School (SDA) on Camp 
Johnson Road similarly in the 
city center in a fistfight in 
demand of public school 
teachers, boycotting classes 
over salary delay.

Students  f rom both  
schools engaged one another 

in a stone-throwing battle on 
Capitol By-pass thereby, 
c reat ing  pan ic  among  
peaceful members of the 
public, who were going about 
their normal businesses.

The protesting public 
school students had gone on 
their campus to write test for 
the first marking period 
before being informed there 
was no test due to go-slow by 
their teachers in demand of 
two months’ salaries.

The students also engaged 
riot police in a standoff but 
the police responded with 

tear gas to disperse the crowd 
who had converged at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
temporary office of President 
George Manneh Weah.

 Speaking to this paper, one 
of the protesting students, 
Miss Victoria Jackson said it is 
unfair their colleagues from 
private schools are having 
regular classes, while they 
from government schools are 
not having lessons because of 
boycott by teachers in 
demand of salary when in 
fact, whether public or 
private school students, their 
common goal is  to make 

Liberia better.
 “We voted for President 

Weah with the thought that he 
has vision for this country, but 
h i s  a c t i o n  c l e a r l y  
demonstrates that he doesn’t 
have Liberia at heart”, one 
p r o t e s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  
remarked.

According to her, their 
decision to violently engage 
private schools which led to 
fistfight was predicated upon 
an alleged comment by a 
police officer, who told them 
to go and disrupt private 
schools where public officials’ 

children attend in order to 
draw government’s attention. 

Another aggrieved student, 
Abraham Cooper said it is 
unfortunate that President 
Weah could dish out LRD5,000 
each to wayward people in the 
streets commonly called 
‘Zogoes’ here while there are 
delays in paying people, who 
are impacting knowledge into 
the country’s future leaders.

He wondered how could 
President Weah claims to love 
Liberia, but yet see the people 
suffer under his watch with the 
economy going from bad to 
worse.

He vowed they would 
continue to protest in making 
sure all public school teachers 

are paid. 
The protesting students 

chanted, “If you can pay zogos, 
then you can’t pay teachers.”

Declining revenue streams 
and ineffective fiscal policies 
coupled with global financial 
pressures are impacting the 
Weah Administration’s ability 
to address pressing economic 
conditions, leaving the entire 
citizenry increasingly restless. 
-Editing by Jonathan Browne
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G.W. Gibson, S.D.A. students 
in bloody clash 

By Lewis S. Teh 

Let’s give back 
to our people

omi County District #1 
Representative Edwin BMelvin Snowe urges 

his colleagues in the House to 
give more back to their people, 
as they are being blessed. 

Representative Snowe 
made the call, while thanking 
Senator Saah Joseph of 
Montserrado County for 
donating a bus to Montserrado 
County Districts #2 and #15, 
respectively, noting he did 
similar gesture to the people of 
Bomi County.

He says if representatives 
and senators give more to their 
people what God has blessed 
them with, it would cut down 
excess burden on the National 
Budget.

Senator Saah Joseph, 
popularly known as “Ebola 
Hero” in Liberia, for his 
humanitarian role during the 

epidemic in 2014, has touched 
the lives of many ordinary 
Liberians. 

Commenting on Monday’s 
closure of Roots FM 102.7 by 
the government, Rep. Snowe 
says if it was done based on 
order from the court then the 
government is in the right, but 
if the authorities acted 
without a court order, than it 
was wrong.

The Bomi County lawmaker 
and former Speaker, notes that 
he believes the government is 
proceeding step by step in 

shutting down radio stations 
that were listed by the Press 
Union of Liberia, saying that 
the government should be 
given time to do its work, as to 
stations that should be closed 
for inciting violence.

R e p .  S n o w e  a l s o  
underscores that everyone is 
governed by law and the rule of 
law should be respected.

According to him, the 
December 30,  Weah must step 
down campaign is really not  
nece s sa r y,  s a y i ng  t ha t  
L i b e r i a n s  w h o  a r e  
disenchanted with the way 
things are going on in the 
country should wait until the 
President 1st term is over and 
then they can remove him 
through their ballot box.

“The President should step 
down for whom to take over? 
The Vice President or who? 

They want the government to 
change, that means we all have 
to be change. I want to thank 
some of the members of the 
legislature that disassociated 
themselves from it and 
disagreed. I hope we can work 
together to move this country 
forward”, he asserts.

He says as Liberians, 
everyone needs to jealously 
protect the country, because it 
is the only place call home, as 
citizens. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne   

-Rep Snowe urges colleagues
By Ethel A. Tweh
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Several students hospitalized

tortured and raped by unknown men a day after she 
revealed on social media alleging that President 
Weah had trained them and had brought arms into the 
country.

She named Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson Koijee 
as the leader of the special force which were trained 
in a neighboring country. But Koijee has since denied 
knowledge of the allegation.

However, few days later, protesters clashed with 
riot police and pro-government demonstrators on one 
hand as the police broke into the facility of the Roots 
FM, a station critical of the Weah government to 
forcibly shut it down upon obtaining a writ of search 
and seizure from the local court.

Led by known ex-rebel generals, the riot police 
broke into the offices on the radio station ejecting all 
the equipment forcing the angry crowd to demand 
that a pro-Weah station which rain insults at 
opposition figures including the current Vice 
President Jewel Howard Taylor be shut down as well.

These developments come at the time the Council 
of Patriots comprising several opposition parties are 
planning a sustained protest beginning December 30, 
to demand that President Weah steps down. The COP 
staged the first ever mass demonstration here on 
June 7, this year and this time around insist that it 
will not quit the streets till the president steps down. 

gas, as a running battle ensued between both parties 
on the main boulevard not far from the National 
Police headquarters and the Capitol Building housing 
the National Legislature.

Angered by the police tear gas, the students ran to 
a nearby private school own and operated by the 
Seven Day Advantage Church, where it is believed 
most of the government officials have their children. 

The students justified their engagement with the 
private school by saying “if they can’t be in school, 
then the children of state officials should also be out 
of school as well.”

At the SDA School, a stone throwing battle 
intensified, the police then fire several more tear gas 
canisters which left many students unconscious and 
taken to hospital.

One of the parents name withheld, called this 
paper and sent multiple photos of her daughter taking 
treatment at the government run John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Hospital.

This is the third major protest against Weah’s 
Coalition for Democratic Change or CDC government 
which came to power on the campaign slogan 
“Change for Hope” in 2017 in less than two weeks.

It could be recalled that on Thursday October 3, 
riot police clashed with protesters who were 
demanding the release of a female whistle blower. 
The young lady Justina Taylor had been allegedly 

everal students were rushed to hospital 
during the latest protest against the George SWeah administrationhere on Tuesday 

October 15, after riot police fired dozens of tear gas 
canisters to disperse protesting public schools’ 
students.

Thestudents had taken to the streets demanding 
that their teachers return to their classrooms, a day 
after public schools’ teachers here laid down their 
chalks in protest for unpaid salaries and wages 
running into months. The teachers took the action a 
day before a schedule test which should have taken 
days could begin.

The protesting students, mainly from public 
schools within the city center erected road blocks in 
front of the Foreign Ministry, the temporary office of 
the Liberian Presidency thinking that the President’s 
convoy would have stopped to allow him interact 
with them, rather the convoy drove through the 
crowd of students.

This prompted the students to resort to throwing 
stones, while the police responded by firing tear gas 
canisters to disperse them. But the action by the 
police did not stop them as they soon gathered in 
front of the Capitol Building interrupting the free 
flow of traffic.

However, the police continue to fire more tear 

By Othello B. Garblah
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place par ce régime afin 
d’absorber  un nombre 
impor tantde  nouveaux  
employés militants du parti 
au pouvoir dans les agences 
étatiques.

Dans son intervention 
publique sur l’harmonisation 
(qui semble la première), le 
juge en chef a déclaré : « 
Nous avons suivi avec un vif 
intérêt les discussions 
nationales sur la question de 
l ’ h a r m o n i s a t i o n  d e s  
rémunérations au point que le 
législateur a promulgué une 
l o i  é t a b l i s s a n t  l a  
n o r m a l i s a t i o n  d e s  
rémunérations nationales en 
2019.« Les juges de la Cour 
suprême et tous les autres 
j u g e s  r e c e v r o n t  l e s  
traitements, les indemnités 
et les avantages fixés par la 
lo i .  Ces  sa la i res  sont  
imposables au sens de la loi, à 
condition qu'ils ne soient pas 
autrement réduits », a 
déclaré le juge en chef 
Korkpor, citant l'article 72 a).

« Les indemnités et les 
avantages versés aux juges de 
la Cour suprême et aux juges 
des juridictions inférieures 
peuvent être légalement 
augmentés mais ne peuvent 
être réduits, sauf dans le 

a Cour suprême du 
Libéria a mis en Lgarde l’exécutif sur 

l’opération d’harmonisation 
salariale qui affectetous les 
trois pouvoirs de l’Etat. Elle 
conseille que toutes les 
dispositions légales requises 
soient prises, surtout en ce 
qui concerne la réduction 
des salaires des employés du 
pouvoir judiciaire.

Le Président de la Cour 
S up rême ,  F r anc i s  S .  
Korkpor, citant l'article 72 
(a) de la Constitutionlundi, 
a déclaré que les indemnités 
et les avantages des juges 
de la Cour suprême et des 
j u g e s  d ' i n s t a n c e  
subordonnée  peuvent  
augmenter, mais ne peuvent 
être réduits, sauf en vertu 
d’un programme national 
promulgué par le pouvoir 
législatif.

L e  j u g e  e n  c h e f  
s’exprimait lundi lors d’une 

cadre d 'un  programme 
n a t i o n a l  a d o p t é  p a r  
l'Assemblée législative ; et ces 
indemnités et avantages ne 
seront pas soumis à l'impôt », 
a-t-il fait savoir.

En outre, le juge en chef a 
fait référence au canon 
judiciaire n ° 6, qui dispose 
q u e  l e  j u g e  e s t  u n  
fonctionnaire payé par l’Etat 
et doit être rémunéré de 
manière adéquate. « Le juge 
occupe unefonction qui 
l’empêche de se lancer dans 
des activités commerciales », 
a dit le juge en chef, lisant 
toujours le Canon judiciaire 
n° 6.

La disposition indique donc 
clairement que le juge doit 
bénéf ic ie r  de  tout  le  
nécessaire de sorte qu’il 
p u i s s e  s ' a c q u i t t e r  
honnêtement de ses fonctions 
judiciaires de manière 
efficace, efficiente et rapide.

« L e  j u g e  d o i t  ê t r e  
encouragé et incité à mener 
une vie décente et digne qui 
évite les soucis financiers et 
domestiques et lui permette 
de repousser toutes les 
tentations », a poursuivi le 
président de la cour suprême.

Selon cette disposition, un 
juge, en tant que prêtre de la 
justice, ne devrait pas se 
livrer à la corruption dans 
l’exercice de ses fonctions 
judiciaires.À la lumière des 
dispositions citées par le Juge 
en chef, il insiste pour que 
t o u t  p r o c e s s u s  
d ' h a r m o n i s a t i o n  o u  
d'uniformisation des salaires 
des fonctionnaires et des 
hauts fonctionnaires doit 
tenir compte des dispositions 
l é g a l e s  r e q u i s e s ,  e n  
particulier pour ce qui 
concerne le pouvoir judiciaire 
afin de garantir justice et 
équité.

«Nous sommes prêts à 
t r a v a i l l e r  a v e c  l e s  
fonctionnaires et à les aider à 
appliquer la loi dans le cas du 
pouvoir judiciaire », a-t-il 
ajouté.

cérémonie officielle à 
laquelle le président de la 
r é p u b l i q u e  G e o r g e  
M a n n e h W e a h  e t  l e s  
dirigeants du parlement 
libérien ont assisté. A noter 
que l’adoption du budget 
national de l’année fiscale 
2019/2020 a accusé un 

’était un secret de 
polichinelle, c’est Cdésormais public. 

Guillaume Soro est candidat 
à  l a  p r é s i d e n t i e l l e  
ivoirienne de 2020. L’ancien 
président de l’Assemblée 
nationale, devenu opposant 
au régime d’Alassane 
Ouattara, l’a annoncé lors 
d’une réunion avec des 
s y m p a t h i s a n t s  d e  l a  
diaspora à Valence, en 
Espagne, samedi.

À Valence, en Espagne, 
s a m e d i ,  d e v a n t  s e s  

tous les pays m’arrêtent. »
S t r a t é g i e  d e  

victimisation, buzz de 
campagne électorale ou 
vér itable harcèlement 
politique, l’ancien Premier 
ministre assure, lui, qu’il 
portera plainte. À Abidjan, 
une source proche du 

retard considérable à cause 
d u  p r o g r a m m e  
d’harmonisation salariale 
lancé par ce régime.

L’harmonisation qui ne fait 
pas du tout l’unanimité parmi 
les fonctionnaires de l’Etat 
est, selon les critiques, une 
stratégie politique mise en 

s y m p a t h i s a n t s  d e  l a  
diaspora, Guillaume Soro 
met fin à un faux suspense 
qu’il maintenait depuis des 
mois. « Il y a des partis 
politiques qui sont pro-Soro, 
qui m’ont déjà choisi pour 
être leur candidat. Donc, je 
serais candidat. Maintenant, 
si je gagne au premier tour, 
honnêtement, je serais 
content. Mais s’il y a un 
deuxième tour, celui d’entre 
nous qui aura le plus de 
points, il aura le soutien des 
autres. »

pouvoir dément tout lien du 
gouvernement ivoirien avec 
cette affaire. « Je suis 
catégorique : ça ne vient pas 
de chez nous. Nous n'avons 
pa s  s a i s i  I n t e rpo l  » ,  
commente une autre source 
sécuritaire de premier plan.

Lors de cette réunion 
retransmise sur les réseaux 
sociaux, Guillaume Soro 
affirme que des hommes se 
présentant comme des 
policiers d’Interpol Espagne 
ont fait une descente 
nocturne dans son hôtel de 
Barcelone en début de 
semaine dernière, pour 
tenter de l’interpeller. Ils 
seraient repartis après de 
longues discussions et son 
refus de les suivre.

« Parce que je ne veux pas 
militer au RHDP… »

G u i l l a u m e  S o r o ,  à  
l’étranger depuis plusieurs 
mois, accuse le pouvoir 
ivoirien d’avoir monté cette 
opération destinée, selon lui, 
à « l’humilier » et de 
multiplier les tracasseries, 
comme avoir fait annuler un 
visa pour les États-Unis ou 
tarder à lui délivrer un 
nouveau passeport.

« Mais pourquoi tant de 
haine ? J’ai fait quoi ? 
Simplement parce que je ne 
veux pas militer au RHDP 
( R a s s e m b l e m e n t  d e s  
houphouëtistes pour la 
démocratie et la paix). 
D’ordinaire, les pays se 
battent pour aller chercher 
leurs ressortissants dans les 
autres pays. Mais moi, c’est 
mon pays qui se bat pour que 

Chief Justice Francis S. KorkporChief Justice Francis S. Korkpor
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Reduction des salaires du pourvoir judiciaire : 
le pouvoir exécutif est mis en garde

Côte d’Ivoire: Guillaume Soro 
candidat à la présidentielle de 2020
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HICAGO – Projet de cryptomonnaie stable (ou 
« stablecoin ») entrepris par Facebook, la CLibra semble compromise depuis que PayPal, 

Visa, Mastercard, Stripe, eBay et Mercado Pago ont 
refusé d’en être les sponsors potentiels. Ce refus 
n’a rien de surprenant compte tenu d’inquiétudes 
croissantes autour des possibles conséquences 
négatives de la Libra. En effet, si elle confère 
l’anonymat à ses utilisateurs, la Libra deviendra 
une plateforme propice à l’évasion fiscale, au 
blanchiment d’argent, ainsi qu’au financement du 
terrorisme. De même, si les protections de 
confidentialité qui lui sont associées restent aussi 
peu avancées, la Libra permettra à Facebook 
d’accéder aux renseignements financiers les plus 
intimes de ses utilisateurs.

La Libra soulève par ailleurs un certain nombre de 
risques pour la stabilité économique et financière. 
Même si le stablecoin de Facebook était soutenu 
par un portefeuille d’« actifs faiblement volatils », 
quiconque a vécu la crise financière mondiale de 
2008 sait pertinemment que la faible volatilité 
correspond davantage à un état d’esprit qu’à 
l’attribut intrinsèque d’un actif. Si les prix des 
obligations au sein d’un portefeuille de réserve 
venaient à chuter en raison d’une augmentation 
inattendue des taux d’intérêts, ces obligations 
pourraient alors devenir inadaptées au rachat de 
toute la Libra en circulation. Dès lors, la réserve 
connaîtrait l’équivalent d’une panique bancaire. 
La Libra fonctionnant par ailleurs comme une 
caisse d’émission, aucun prêteur de dernier 
recours n’interviendrait.

La cryptomonnaie de Facebook pourrait également 
affecter la capacité stabilisatrice des politiques 
monétaires et réglementaires. Si la population 
d’un État venait à s’éloigner de sa monnaie 
nationale, les politiques de fixation des taux 
d’intérêt de la banque centrale concernée 
deviendraient viciées. Or, pour en apprécier les 
conséquences, il suffit d’observer la longue et 
douloureuse expérience de dollarisation financière 
de l’Argentine.

Enfin, les gouvernements habitués à user de 
contrôles pour réguler les flux de capitaux 
découvriraient combien l’évasion fiscale se trouve 
facilitée. Leur économie se retrouverait 
entièrement exposée aux faiblesses des marchés 
financiers mondiaux. Il s’agirait d’une « rupture » 
associée à une vengeance.

Le déploiement de la Libra exigera l’approbation 
des régulateurs. Les partisans de cette nouvelle 
cryptomonnaie en font valoir les bienfaits sociaux 
majeurs, et considèrent qu’elle mérite d’être 
autorisée. La Libra est vouée, disent-ils, à réduire 
le coût des paiements transfrontaliers et les 
dépenses liées aux envois de fonds à l’étranger, 
ainsi qu’à offrir des services financiers aux masses 
non bancarisées.

Bien que ces arguments en faveur de la Libra 
s’avèrent recevables, ils sont absolument 
superflus. Le coût des paiements transfrontaliers 
est d’ores et déjà en baisse aujourd’hui. La société 
Ripple, basée à San Francisco, recourt à une 
technologie de registre distribué ainsi qu’à une 
cryptomonnaie brevetée afin de faciliter les 
transferts entre banques commerciales, pour un 
fraction du coût initial.

Ripple coopérant avec des banques commerciales 
soumises à des obligations de connaissance du 
cl ient ainsi  qu’à d’autres contraintes 
réglementaires, sa technologie de paiement ne 

soulève pas les mêmes problèmes que la Libra. Des 
établissements bancaires tels que Santander utilisent 
d’ores et déjà cette technologie pour relier l’Europe 
aux États-Unis, et prochainement les États-Unis à 
l’Amérique latine.

La Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication  (SWIFT), réseau via lequel 
s’effectuent traditionnellement les transferts 
interbancaires, n’entend pas rester inactive face à 
cette offensive. Elle teste un système baptisé « 
SWIFT gpi Instant » pour le transfert de fonds entre 
les banques d’Amérique du Nord, d’Europe et d’Asie, 
avec un règlement des paiements en seulement 13 
secondes. Le système SWIFT gpi Instant s’appuie sur 
d’autres mécanismes de paiement instantané en 
continu nouvellement mis en place, tels que les 
systèmes Fast and Secure Transfers (FAST) de 
Singapour, et TARGET Instant Payment Settlement 
(TIPS) de la Banque centrale européenne. Une fois 
que la Réserve fédérale aura elle-même déployé un 
système de paiement et de règlement en temps réel 
sans interruption, d’ici 2023 ou 2024, ce réseau sera 
encore plus développé.

Si le projet de SWIFT ne recourt pas à une technologie 
de registre distribué, consistant à vérifier les 
transactions en enregistrant simultanément en 
plusieurs lieux les informations qui s’y rattachent, 
c’est en revanche le cas d’autres initiatives. Ainsi la 
BCE et la Banque du Japon explorent-elles 
l’utilisation de cette technologie pour les paiements 
nationaux et transfrontaliers, dans le cadre de leur « 
projet Stella » (à ne pas confondre avec le jeu vidéo 
du même nom).

Par ailleurs, des avancées majeures ont d’ores et 
déjà été accomplies dans la résolution du problème 
de fonctionnement des services mobiles destinés aux 
personnes non bancarisées, tels que M-Pesa, qui est 
né au Kenya, mais qui est aujourd’hui utilisé 
d’Afghanistan jusqu’en Albanie. Les utilisateurs 
n’ont pas même besoin d’un compte bancaire, mais 
seulement d’un téléphone portable et d’un contrat 
auprès de leur fournisseur de services de 
télécommunication. Ils peuvent ensuite recharger 
leur solde à la boutique du coin, le protéger par un 
code PIN, et l’utiliser pour effectuer des paiements 
auprès de quiconque dispose d’un compte.

Les plateformes de type M-Pesa ne sont d’ailleurs pas 
seulement utilisées pour effectuer des paiements, 
mais également pour bénéficier d’autres services 
financiers, tels que des microprêts. Autrement dit, 
elles surpassent d’ores et déjà la Libra dans la 
bancarisation des non bancarisés.

Les détracteurs de ce type de services en dénoncent 
le coût. Au sein de pays dans lesquels la société de 
télécommunication dominante ne rencontre que très 
peu de concurrence, cette société peut 
effectivement réaliser des marges élevées. Il semble 
que la Libra promette ici des effets de rupture pro-
concurrentiels.

Mais il s’agit ici encore d’une douce illusion car, dans 
la réalité, ces mêmes télécoms qui ont exercé avec 
succès un lobbying contre les entrées dans leur 
secteur useront également de leur pouvoir pour faire 
obstacle à l’autorisation réglementaire de la Libra.

Si le problème pour les économies et les services 
financiers réside dans le manque de concurrence, les 
populations des pays en voie de développement 
doivent se tourner vers leurs propres régulateurs et 
décideurs politiques. Car ce n’est pas Mark 
Zuckerberg qui le solutionnera.

près la fermeture la semaine dernière du groupe indépendant 
Roots FM 102 et de ses organisations affiliées par le Agouvernement libérien, les Libériens semblent réclamer à 

l’unisson la fermeture de Freedom FM, une radio pro-Weah, au lieu 
de parler de la procédure que les autorités ont suivie pour fermer la 
première radio.

Beaucoup estiment que la radio Freedom FM 87.9 qui appartient à 
un haut gradé de l’appareil sécuritaire du pays, Sam Siryon, est 
aussi coupable que Root FM car elle diffuse des invectives et de 
discours de haine contre les opposants, en particulier contre les 
leaders politiques de l’opposition. C’est bien d’ailleurs ce que 
faisait Roots FM 102.7 à l’encontre du président George 
MannehWeah et son gouvernement.

Mais nous voyons ici un signe dangereux pour l’ensemble des médias 
libériens si l’on n’y prend pas garde. Nous assistons clairement au 
début d’une répression officielle contre les institutions des médias 
qui osent demander des comptes au gouvernement. Tout comme 
l’animateur de l’émission Roots FM 102.7, Henry Costa, qui est 
accusé d’avoir prêché des messages antigouvernementaux et 
proféré des insultes à l’égard du président et de ses dirigeants, il en 
va de même pour Freedom FM87.9, une organisation 
progouvernementale dont les émissions visent les opposants au 
régime actuel.

Au lieu de parler de la fermeture des radios antigouvernementales 
ou progouvernementales, comme beaucoup le suggèrent 
notamment l’Union de la presse du Libéria, nous pensons que la 
vraie question qui se pose est de savoir si oui ou non la procédure 
utilisée par l’État jeudi dernier, en fermant de force Roots FM 102.7 
et en confisquant son matériel pour défaut présumé de paiement 
d’impôts et d’autres impératifs opérationnels, avant de délivrer 
par la suite un mandat de perquisition, est légale.

Le Solliciteur général du Libéria, Me Sayma-CyreniusCephus, qui, 
par le passé, a servi d’avocat pour la défense de Henry Costa sous le 
régime de la présidente Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a déclaré la semaine 
dernière lors d'une conférence de presse au ministère de 
l'Information à Monrovia que le gouvernement a agi conformément 
à la loi, car Roots FM 102.7 fonctionnait illégalement et diffusait des 
invectives.

La question qui se pose est la suivante :Est-ce que le mandat de 
perquisition, la saisie et la fermeture de la radio étaientlégaux ? Ou 
devons-nous parler d’excès et d’abus de la part du régime en place 
?Voilà des questions qui devraient faire l’objet de débats dans le 
domaine public.

Si nous n'analysons pas de manière critique la décision du 
gouvernement et demandons la fermeture d'une deuxième 
institution des médias, nous risquerons clairement de créer une 
plate-forme qui permettra aux autorités de procéder à la fermeture 
arbitraire des maisons de presse du pays selon que le contenu des 
reportages de ces médias ne leur soit pas favorable en s’appuyant 
sur le prétexte de manque d’agrément.

Bien attendu, aucun Libérienne veut retourner dans les jours 
sombres de la junte militaire, du Conseil de la Rédemption du 
Peuple (CRP) dans les années 80 ou de l’époque de l’ancien 
président Charles Ghankay Taylor, où les journalistes étaient 
arrêtés au hasard et des institutions de la presse fermées 
arbitrairement.

Aujourd'hui, il s'agit de Roots FM 102.7 et de ses filiales ; personne 
ne sait quelles autres voix critiques des médias feront demain face à 
la colère du gouvernement. Encore faut-il que nous soyons claires 
sur cette question, le New Dawn ne suggère aucunement que les 
journalistes et les organes de presse sont autorisés à insulter les 
autorités de l'État ou à faire fi des normes professionnelles et 
éthiques. Toutefois, si de telles infractions étaient commises, le 
gouvernement devrait réagir dans les limites de la loi.

À part cela, il ne peut que s’agirait d’une répression arbitraire des 
médias et d’une tentative de musèlement des voix critiques contre 
le gouvernement.

     WEDNESDAY      OCTOBER   16

La Libra verra-t-elle le jour ?

Par Barry EichengreenÉditorial 
L’avenir des médias Libériens 
après la fermeture de Roots FM
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 new report released by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation has stressed 
the need for African governments to work assiduously to close Athe data gap in order to meet development targets.

The African Governance Report, published on Tuesday October 15, by 
the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, draws on data from the Ibrahim Index of 
African Governance (IIAG) and shares new insights on progress towards 
the African Union’s (AU) Agenda 2063 and the United Nations’ (UN) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

In a release issued by the Foundation, it says the new report points to 
where policy efforts can be focused to tackle current governance 
challenges, and highlights the urgency of addressing the ‘data gap’ in 
Africa to ensure progress can be assessed and shortfalls addressed.

The report argues that good governance is closely linked to progress 
towards the SDGs, while at the same time indicating that the overall 
governance scores in the IIAG are strongly associated with 
performance in the Africa SDG Index, underscoring the importance of 
good governance to sustainable development in Africa.

The report further argues that the ability and capacity to monitor 
progress in Africa is highly compromised.  It says while the existence 
of the data gap has been previously noted, the scale and depth of this 
challenge is now revealed for the first time. Since the adoption of 
Agenda 2063 and the UN’s SDGs, both the frequency and coverage of 
publicly available data has declined.

The report also points out that one of the areas that has seen the 
greatest deterioration is statistics around population; only 8 African 
countries have a birth registration system that covers 90% or more of 
the population over the last ten years (2009-2018). Almost half 
(45.6%) of the continent’s population live in a country where no census 
has been conducted over the last ten years. This comes in striking 
contrast to the continent’s rapid population growth.

The report highlights that only six of the 17 SDGs have more than half 
of their indicators covered for Africa. Almost half of the targets for 
Agenda 2063 are not quantifiable and less than 20% have been given an 
indicator to measure progress.

As of May 2019, of the 54 African countries, 37 had a National Strategy 
for the Development of Statistics that was being implemented. 
Liberia however has a complete NSDS document but its adoption by 
the government is still pending.

The Report issues a call to action for African governments to close the 
“data gap”, as without a solid measurement framework in place, 
government efforts towards development are rendered meaningless.

Mo Ibrahim, Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, said: “We welcome 
continued efforts to improve governance, which is crucial to achieving 
the SDGs and Agenda 2063 goals. However, we are deeply worried by 
the inability to accurately monitor progress against these targets on 
the continent. Data is an essential foundation for effective 
policymaking and resource mobilisation. Without data, we drive blind 
– policies are misdirected and progress on the road to development is 
stunted. We must all act urgently to close the ‘data gap’, if indeed we 
aim to leave no one behind.”

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation was established in 2006 with a focus on the 
critical importance of leadership and governance in Africa, by 
providing tools to assess and support progress in leadership and 
governance.

The Ibrahim Index of African Governance (IIAG) provides an annual 
assessment of the quality of governance in African countries and is the 
most comprehensive collection of data on African governance.

Step up efforts to close data gap 
to meet development targets

-New Mo Ibrahim governance report 

Q: Russia’s economic power, its global status and as a staunch member of BRICS 
bloc, how would you assess its current level of investment and business 
engagement with Africa?
KD: As a BRICS member, Russia is engaging with other BRICS members such as South 
Africa where a lot of effort has been made to increase trade volume. Russia is a 
member of BRICS and Afrexim Bank (African Export–Import Bank) to ensure that 
Russian companies have access to Afrexim investment products. These products 
are a result of bilateral agreements between BRICS and Afrexim.

I believe that more effort needs to be made to promote investment between Africa 
and Russia. From my experience, I have noticed that many African companies are 
presenting proposals for export to the United States and the United Kingdom. 
Unfortunately, they are not keen on exporting to Russia.

The Russian government is keen in the promotion of such trade; they have 
organized the first, government run Russia-Africa forum in 30 years, in Sochi. It is 
important to note that we as the B2B Export Group have organized such forums in 
the last 4 years.

These forums have revealed the lack of enthusiasm among our African counterparts 
such as the African promotion boards for the respective countries. They have not 
been keen and effective in in promoting Russia-Africa trade. They need to be more 
active in seeking trade and investment opportunities that will benefit the 
companies in their country and will result in the growth of their economy.

I contend that the tourism sector should be among the first to be promoted. This is 
premised on the following reasons. Firstly, many Russian cities such as Moscow and 
St. Petersburg are in the same time zone as countries in Eastern Africa. This factor 
is very attractive as tourists will not have a difficult time adjusting to the time.

Moreover, when tourism is promoted it will have a domino effect on the investment 
of that particular country. This is because, it will help to demystify the myths and 
opinions that some Russians may have about Africa, thus encouraging them to look 
to invest and trade with the continent.  It will also broaden their understanding of 
the continent and her people.

Q: And the final question, African leaders are looking for investment in 
infrastructure, industry and trade. What can African leaders expect from the 
Kremlin when they finally gather in Sochi?
KD: African leaders should expect further encouragement in technological support 
and assistance that Russia is happy to provide and has historically been providing.

Furthermore, we expect greater infrastructural support such as in the 
development of Africa’s railway system. Russia is happy to provide geological 
exploitation support, as it has been doing in Guniea-Bissau.

Russia has also been keen in the development of South Africa’s gas infrastructure 
due to the expertise it has in this field.

Russia is also interested in assistance for security Improvement in African states, 
which is vital. Better security guarantees more stability of the countries’ economy 
therefore attracting investment.

Moreover, seeing as Russia is a knowledge based economy, as a nation we are happy 
to exchange skill in the areas of medicine, veterinary services and engineering 
among others. It is thus an expectation that the Kremlin will seek to promote 
education of African students in Russian universities. Currently, Russia hosts 17,000 
African students, majority of them private students, each year and the number is 
growing.

Additionally, it is important to note that Russia does not encourage foreign students 
to domicile in Russia, it advocates for their return to their respective countries to 
develop and use the skill set acquired to develop their economies.

In conclusion, I would like to state that it is important for Russians to, equally, seek 
to educate themselves on African affairs in order to boost trade, business and 
investment. [KesterKennKlomegah writes frequently about Russia, Africa and 
BRICS]

Ekaterina Dyachenko Assesses
Cont’d from page 5
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iver Gee County 
Senator Conmany B. RW e s s e h  s a y s  

President George Manneh 
Weah has shot himself in the 
leg through some of his 
decisions and approaches 
which have negatively 
affected the economy of the 
country and slowed investors’ 
interest to invest here.

Speaking to the NewDawn 
Tuesday, 15 October at his 
office on Capitol Hill, Sen. 
Wesseh said the economy is in 
a downturn because the 
r u l i n g  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
had some missteps from the 
formation of its government.

He noted that  the 
government’s approach on 
the reported missing ‘LRD16 
billon saga and the US$25 
million mop - up exercise sent 
a worrisome signal to the 
world and the investment 
community that Liberia may 
not be ready for investment.

The Unity Party stalwart 
points out that the young 
administration of President 
Weah blew the information 
surrounding the alleged 
missing billions out of 

 new commercial 
radio and television Astation Punch FM 

whose license was frozen by 
the government in June 2018 
after importing equipment to 
begin operation, has sued the 
Ministry of Information, 
s e e k i n g  d e c l a r a t o r y  

judgment at the Civil Law 
Court for being denied the 
right to operate.

Immediate past state 
broadcaster LBS deputy 
director general Mr. Patrick 
Honnah is listed in the court 
document as the manager of 
Punch FM 106.3 MHz.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

proportion and made it 
appeared like Liberia cannot 
be  t ru s ted  w i th  huge  
investment.

Wesseh argues that the 
government’s policies were 
wrongly applied and the 
aftermath is what Liberians 
are facing today, citing a tight 
economy.

The former L iber ian 
Ambassador tells this paper 

complaint filed Tuesday, 15 
October at 12:30 PM at the 
Civil Law Court, Punch FM’s 
request for permit was 
granted on 10 January 2018 by 
the Ministry of Information 
and approved by its Minister 
Eugene Nagbe to operate a 
commercial radio station in 
the Republic of Liberia.

But Punch FM says in the 
complaint that while it began 
the instal lat ion of its  
equipment, the Ministry of 
Information on June 18, 2018 
published a press release, 
announcing the suspension of 
all new operating licenses and 
authorizations issued to 
media operators from January 

that one of his toughest 
moments at the Legislature is 
the ‘illegal’ removal of former 
Associate Justice, Cllr. Kabineh 
M. Ja’neh by the 54th Session.

Sen. Wesseh explains that 

the 1986 Liberian Constitution 
was not respected, saying it 
was allegedly thwarted only to 
suit the action of senators who 
wanted the associate justice 
booted out.

He notes that despite an 
effort by him and other 

1 to June 18, 2018.
It is further detailed in the 

complaint that the suspension 
of the licenses which took 
effect as of Wednesday, 
January 20, 2018 was intended 
to review the regulatory 
regime due to technical and 
administrative anomalies 
including duplication of 

frequencies to radio and 
television operators and 
incorrect designations and 
submissions.

 According to the complaint, 
the suspension of licenses 
affected not only Punch FM, 
but also Spoon FM.

However the complainant 
informs the court that unlike 

senators to take the matter 
before the Supreme Court of 
Liberia, their decision was 
overlooked and undermined by 
gross impeachment of Cllr. 
Ja’neh.

According to Sen. Wesseh, 
investors want to invest their 
millions where there is respect 
for the rule, saying it is their 
only hope and evidence to 
make investment.

Punch FM, Spoon FM has since 
been allowed to operate while 
the complainant is being 
denied.

Following the complaint, 
the Civil Law Court on Tuesday, 
15 October ordered the 
Ministry of Information to 
appear in court on or before 17 
[October] to answer to the 
petitioner’s petition for 
declaratory judgment.

The Court directs that the 
Ministry of Information files its 

Commenting on the series of 
protests throughout the 
country, Wesseh observes that 
over the past 12 years, 
L i b e r i a n s  [ w e r e  n o t  
experiencing] delay in their 
pay, but this CDC government is 
finding it challenging to have 
salaries ready before the end 
of every month.

He intimates that citizens 
are taking the streets because 
their demands are not being 
met because the economy is 
facing a serious setback.

Speaking about his county 
River Gee, Sen. Wesseh asserts 
that the 31 percent cut in 
salary and other benefits  [of 
lawmakers] will greatly affect 
his personal contribution to the 
development of the county. 

He notes that he personally 
undertook the construction of 
a primary school project that is 
nearing completion, saying the 
building will be the first of its 
kind since the creation of that 
county.--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

formal appearance on or 
before 25 October. 

Fu r the r,  i t  s ay s  the  
respondents’ resistance should 
be filed within 10 days upon the 
receipt of the petition for 
declaratory judgment, as 
failure to appear, a judgment 
by default will be rendered 
against them.
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Weah shot himself in the leg
-Sen. Wesseh alarms

Sen. Wesseh Pres. Weah 

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Punch FM sues government
By Winston W. Parley

FA award postponed 
0, second division

 top scorer will get 
L$150,000.00 while top scorer 
in the women’s division will 
earn L$100,000.00.

Most valuable player in the 
second division and women 
division will get L$200,000.00 
a n d  L $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  
respectively.

The most valuable player in 
the First Division will get a car, 
but this is outside the deal.

Starts from back page

Best defenders in the three 
d i v i s i o n s  w i l l  p o c k e t  
L$100,000.00 each, while best 
goalkeeper also in the three 
divisions will take home 
L$100,000.00.

The best coaches in the 
first, second and women 
division will as well be given 
L$100,000.00 each, while the 
best referee  and best football 
journalist of the season will 
earn similar cash prizes.
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Plan International Liberia, CSI implement GAA Project 
Article for Publication 
Plan International Liberia in partnership with Community Safety Initiative (CSI) is 
implementing the “Girls Advocacy Alliance (GAA)” project in Lofa, Lower 
Montserrado and Bomi Counties funded by Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Netherland. The Goal of the Project: To reduce Gender based violence (Child 
Marriage and sexual violence and abuse), Access to post-primary education and 
Technical Vocational Education Training (TVET) to ensure gender equality and 
economic empowerment in both rural and urban communities. 

As part of the GAA community intervention, and the community to provide potential 
opportunity in mitigating crimes commission and controlling public disorder enacts 
these By-Laws and rules. They are intended to help the communities experience a 
greater sense of stability and safety due to the partnership would be foster by their 
regular presence and informal engagements with the community members. The 
following ten communities of four districts who decided to established the said By 
laws and rules includes (Barkedu and Sarkonedu of Quardu Gboni District, New 
Life and kissi Quarter of Voinjama District, Central Kolahun and Massabolahun of 
Kolahun District and Ndama Road and Shelloe of Foya District in Lofa County. 
These By-Laws will assist in enabling interventions that focus not only on women 
and children rights to access primary and technical education, but also on the 
cultural, and social factors that prevent them from obtaining and securing those 
rights.

CHAPTER I 
GENERAL RULES TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE BY-LAWS
Article: 1
1.1 No child shall be taken away from the community for activity without written an 

official commitment letter to parent concern, so as to ensuring that she/he shall 
take full responsibility of a child by taken in to consideration the right of a child 
shall not be violated by any means. Anyone who comes in conflict with this law 
shall be prosecuted by the law, and the authorities shall be notified.

1.1. Children under the age of 18 shall not be given in marriage. Anyone guilty of such 
crime shall pay (5,000 LD) and the marriage arrangement shall be annulled. 

1.2. All children taking for program activity beyond our community; shall be 
accompanied by adult woman or whom shall be accountable for her care and 
protection. Violator of this law shall pay an amount of ($2,000.00LD) Liberian 
Dollars, and all arrangement for the movement shall be canceled. 

CHAPTER II
2. RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION IN 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE BY-LAWS
Article: 2

2.0 No teacher or school’s authority or entity staff that comes in contact with student 
shall impregnate female student. Teacher or school’s authority or entity staff 
found guilty of such crime shall be sent to the appropriate authorities for 
prosecution.

2.1. No mother, father or caregiver shall send his or her child or children to polo, 
Sandy or any society during school period. If found guilty the offenders shall 
pay the fine of ($2500.00LD) per child for the 1st offense, for 2nd offense, the 
violator shall be sent to the appropriate authorities for prosecution. 

3. CHAPTER III
3. THE PLACE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE BY-LAWS

Article: 3
3.1. No person shall use abusive languages in public places. Anyone found guilty 

shall pay a fine $3,000LD for the 1st offense. If the offender refuses to desist after 
warning for the abusive language parse; or if the abusive language extends to 
cultural valuations, the fine shall include the money value plus items as 2 
chickens, 10 pans of clean rice 1 gallon of oil and lappers as determined thru 
evidence;

3.2. Any stranger who has come to live in the community more than three days shall 
be reported to the community’s authority for recognition. Any person who comes 
in conflict with this law shall pay ($300.00LD).

3.3. No person shall involve in illegal business in the community such as selling illegal 
drugs or using any illegal drugs. Violator shall pay the fine 5,000.00LD Liberian 
Dollars and shall be send to the Liberia Drug Enforcement Agency 
(LDEA)/Liberia National Police for persecution.

he Liberia Football 
Association (LFA) T2019 Awards has 

been postponed from 18 
October to 2 November 2019.

The event which was 
originally venued at the 
Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports 

Complex in Paynesville, will 
now take place at the 
Monrovia City Hall on 2 
November.

Speaking at  a press  
conference in Monrovia 
Tuesday, 15 October, the 
Chairman Cole Bangalu  said 

the EC members in line with 
the committee has agreed to 
keep the voting process open 
for ten days to give the public 
[the opportunity] to vote.

He says the process will end 
on the 25 of November at 
11:59 P.M.

According to Mr. Bangalu, 
only business dress code will 
be permitted at the event.

He discloses that highlights 
of players that are in the 
program will be shown during 
the Awards Night to make the 
event grand.

Early this year, the LFA and 
betting company Doxxbet 
Liberia signed a US$24,000.00 
sponsorship deal for one year.

According to the deal, the 
amount will go towards 
individual awards at the end 
of the LFA National Leagues.

In the breakdown of the 
deal, Highest Goal score
r in the First 
Division will 
p o c k e t  
L$200,000.0

FA award postponed to November 2019
By Sally Gaye
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