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escuers in Kenya have 
retrieved the body of Ra  teenager  who  

drowned as she tried to save a 
man who had got into trouble 
as he was crossing a swollen 
river.

Anna Nduku, 19, fell into 
the Kandisi river near Ongata 
Rongai, on the outskirts of the 
capital, Nairobi, on Tuesday.

She is one of more than 130 
people who have died as a 
result of the flooding caused 
by the heavy rains that have 
been falling since October.Ms 
Nduku was responding to the 
cries of help of a man who was 
clinging to part of a bridge that 
was under construction.

The man survived but as she 
tried to save him she fell into 
the river.Ms Nduku's mother, 
Elizabeth Mutuku, was nearby 
when the accident happened.

"I saw her struggling in the 
water and I tried to save her. I 
called out to her 'Anna, Anna!'.

"I wanted to throw her a 
stick to try and pull her out. 
But the river was swollen and 

she was being tossed and 
tossed around and then it 
swept her away."

The river was overflowing 
after a huge downpour that 
began on Monday. This is part 

being swept away over the last 
two years.

An old bridge was removed 
in 2017 and the new one has 
not yet been finished. This has 
meant that residents have 
been wading through the 
water and using stepping 
stones to cross over.

Ms Nduku's older sister, 
Maryam Zenneth, blamed the 
local authorities for failing to 
finish the crucial link between 
her village and the main 
market town of Ongata Rongai.

"Many people are dying and 
they are sitting and watching 
people die," she angrily told 
the BBC."They come and grieve 
with you but do nothing... 
Today it is my sister, who will 
be next?

"This bridge is the main 
highway for kids who are going 
to school. Why did they 

of the rain that has been seen 
across East Africa in recent 
weeks.

Residents say this is just the 
latest in a series of accidents 
that have seen several people 

remove the bridge to start 
building another one and they 
aren't finishing it?"The local 
authority has not responded to 
a BBC request for comment.

Reflecting on the life of her 
daughter, her mother is left 
heartbroken: "I am really sad. 
She would have been a future 
leader or a future teacher. To 
lose a life like this because of a 
bridge is just painful."More 
rain is predicted to hit the 
country in the coming days, 
and the government is advising 
that anyone who lives in areas 
that are predicted to be badly 
affected should move to a 
safer place.

Elsewhere in the region, six 
people have died in the east of 
Uganda following mudslides 
after two days of near constant 
rain and 50 people are still 
missing.BBC

h e  U S  S t a t e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o n  TTu e s d a y  u r g e d  

travelers to Tanzania to 
“exercise increased caution” 
due in part to threats that 
gay people may experience 
there.

The advisory comes as 
another indication that the 
Trump administration is not 
abandoning the Obama-era 
practice of speaking out on 

ambia’s President 
has stood by his Znation’s strict anti-

homosexuality laws. In an 
interview with Britain’s Sky 
News on Monday Edgar Lungu 
described homosexuality as 
“ u n b i b l i c a l  a n d  u n -
Christian,” and went on to 
liken it to bestiality.

“We know that there could 
b e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  

homosexual in Zambia. But 
we don’t want to promote it, 
because we frown upon it, the 
practice. Most of us say it’s 
wrong. It’s unbiblical, un-
Christian and we don’t want 
it.“Even animals don’t do it. 
Why should we be forced to do 
it because we want to be 
forced to do it because we 
want to be seen to be seen to 
be smart, to be seen to 

behalf of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and 
intersex Africans.“Members 
of the LGBTI community have 
been arrested, targeted, 
harassed, and/or charged 
with unrelated offenses,” the 
State Department said in an 
updated advisory on travel to 
Tanzania.

“Individuals detained 
under suspicion of same-sex 
sexual conduct could be 

civilised and advanced and so 
on. 

“If there are such countries 
which will allow bestiality, let 
them do it. But not here,” the 
p r e s i d e n t  a d d e d . H i s  
comments comes amid a spat 
between government and the 
United States ambassador to 
Zambia over the recent jailing 
of a gay couple. Ambassador 
Daniel Foote said he was 

“horrified” by the 15-year jail 
term.

Zambia’s Foreign Minister 
i n  a  s t r o n g l y  w o r d e d  
s t a t e m e n t  a s k e d  t h e  
ambassador to refer to 
ongoings in Washington where 
president Trump was pushing 
pro-family and anti-LGBTI 
policies.AFP

subject to forced anal 
examinations.”

The advisory comes about 
a year after Paul Makonda, 
regional commissioner of Dar 
es Salaam and an ally of 
President John Magufuli, 
announced last year that a 
newly formed surveillance 
squad would scrutinise social 
media in order to identify and 
arrest same-sex couples.

Additionally, the advisory 
also warns that “terrorist 
groups continue plotting 
possible attacks in Tanzania” 
in a addition to prevalence of 
violent crimes."Terrorists 
may attack with little or no 
warning, 

targeting embassies,  
police stations, mosques, and 
other places frequented by 
Westerners," it said.

The US had issued a 
Tanzania travel warning in 
September that focused on 
an alleged case of Ebola. 
Gove rnment  o f f i c i a l s ,  
however,  subsequent ly  
denied that the disease was 
present in the country, and 
the new State Department 
advisory makes no mention of 
Ebola.AFP

Teenager dies trying to 
rescue man in Kenyan flood

Anna Nduku heard the cries of a man 
who was caught in the swollen river

US warns gays 
on Tanzania travel

Homosexuality is illegal in Tanzania. FILE PHOTO

Zambia president 
calls gay unbiblical
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LIBERIA WILL NOT sit on the 40-member Council of the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) in the next two 
years after the country was defeated and relegated to floor 
membership in London.    

THE CHAIRMAN OF the Liberia Maritime Authority, Dr. James 
F. Kollie, confirms the lost in a recent post conceding, “We 
fought a great fight today at the IMO but we lost. Liberia will 
not be on Council this biennial (2020 to 2021). However, we 
will put the pieces together and return for another fight. Hats 
off to the London team and all those who supported us.”

ACCORDING TO REPORT, the Council election was held on 
Friday, November 29, 2019, with Liberia coming 24th out of 24 
member states that contested for the Council's Category C, 
receiving 100 votes. The defeat means Liberia will not have a 
voice on the Council in the next two years, and would have to 
rely on other nations to speak on its behalf despite being the 
world's second largest shipping registry.

BUT ALL THIS did not come as a surprise. Liberia's Permanent 
Mission to the IMO, Attorney Isaac Jackson and the Weah 
administration have been at loggerheads after President 
George Manneh Weah nominated a confidant, Moses Owen 
Brown to the post thought it is a tenured position.

ATTORNEY JACKSON RAN to the Supreme Court and won, but 
since then, the government has withheld support, including 
salaries. We're hearing that Jackson has not been paid for the 
last 10 months, including rental, and the authorities in 
Monrovia have reneged in renewing his official passport.

A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST itself cannot stand. Liberia went 
to the IMO election divided. How can the country's Permanent 
Mission that supposed to lobby other nations for support, be 
on his own? The Weah administration appears to have 
abandoned the Mission at the IMO, purely for political 
reasons. This is sad!

AS LIBERIANS, WE should not always place our personal 
interest above the national interest. How can we have the 
second largest ship registry in the world and yet kicked out of 
the Council that exercises high influence on global maritime 
issues?

OUR PRESENCE AND participation on international bodies 
should not be beclouded by selfish motives that rub us of the 
general good. No matter who is appointed a Permanent 
Mission abroad by which administration, government is 
continuity especially, when it involves a tenured position. 
Doing so would demonstrate respect for the Constitution and 
statutes.

IT IS OUR hope that with this defeat, Liberians should come 
together in rallying support for future international 
engagement and the government should take the lead by 
lending support to the person sent out there to represent the 
country irrespective of ethnic, political, and social diversity.

WE BELIEVE STRONGLY with a collaborative effort, Liberia 
would come out of this defeat strong and be far more 
prepared for the next IMO Council election in 2021 to regain 
our seat on this vital international platform.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.  www.project-syndicate.org

LACKSBURG, VIRGINIA – Since President 
Donald Trump withdrew the United States Bfrom the Iran nuclear agreement in May 

2018 and re-imposed sanctions, Iran’s economic 
output has dropped significantly. Though 
economic collapse is not imminent, time is not 
on Iran’s side. With US politics in tumult, and a 
presidential election on the horizon, Iran’s 
leaders are now faced with the unenviable task 
of determining whether and how to engage with 
a Trump administration that, while hostile, 
needs a high-profile win.

As is often the case in foreign policy, Iran’s 
leadership is divided about the balance of costs 
and benefits of talking to Trump. Some may think 
it is worth waiting until after the 2020 US 
presidential election to return to the negotiating 
table, potentially across from a more 
predictable and less mercurial Democratic 
administration.

But if Trump wins the election, his position will 
be stronger than ever, making him much less 
open to concessions than he is now, when he has 
a personal interest in a tangible foreign-policy 
victory, or, more important, the appearance of 
one. Moreover, economic conditions in Iran may 
be dire a year from now, weakening its 
negotiating position further.

The current state of Iran’s economy is difficult to 
assess. Estimates of the cumulative output loss 
since sanctions were reintroduced range from 5% 
to 15%. While Iranians claim – with data to back 
them up – that growth has been positive since 
spring, outside observers are not convinced. The 
International Monetary Fund expects the 
economy to contract by a whopping 9.5% this 
year, on top of last year’s 4.9% decline, which 
Iran’s own data confirm.

Against this background, Iranian policymakers 
are locked in fierce debates about their long-
term growth prospects and economic-
development strategy. On one side are Iran’s 
hardliners, led by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who want to restructure the 
economy, so that it can better withstand 
international isolation.1

Already, the hardliners point out, the economy is 
showing signs of recovery, even though oil 
exports are not. For starters, after plummeting 
70% in 2018, Iran’s currency, the rial, has 
reclaimed one-third of its lost value and remains 
convertible enough to suggest that Iranian 
economic actors have not given up on it.

Recently published data also paint a favorable 
picture of employment. During the third quarter 
of 2019, a record 24.75 million Iranians were 
working, a 3.3% year-on-year increase; the 
economy added about 800,000 jobs, one-third of 
which were in manufacturing; and the 
unemployment rate stood at 10.5%, its lowest 
level in seven years.

These developments suggest that restrictions on 
oil exports may be forcing Iran to diversify its 
economy, a sort of Dutch disease in reverse. The 
country’s hardliners argue that US sanctions are 
galvanizing the “resistance economy,” which is 

less reliant on trade in general, and especially on 
trade with the West. This will, Iranian 
conservatives surely hope, prevent the “cultural 
invasion” that accompanies globalization.

But President Hassan Rouhani’s reform-minded, 
technocrat-dominated government has no interest 
in reversing three decades of efforts to curb the 
state’s dominance and open up the economy. They, 
along with many in the private sector, subscribe to 
the Western neoliberal idea that limited 
government and free enterprise offer the only 
viable path to prosperity.

Iran’s economic recovery, the technocrats and 
neoliberals argue, is temporary. With the 
government having to print money to fill the 
budget gap caused by the loss of oil revenues, the 
rial will, sooner or later, come under severe 
inflationary pressure. And the government’s 
capacity to fight inflation is severely limited, not 
least because a stronger currency would deplete 
the competitive advantage that caused the 
rebound in employment.

In any case, the reformist camp argues, the 
employment recovery is unlikely to survive more 
than a year or two under the current sanctions 
regime, which is depressing foreign investment 
and blocking Iran’s access to the technologies 
required for economic restructuring. In 2018-
2019, fixed capital formation, which has 
historically averaged about 30% of the GDP, fell to 
14% of GDP, barely enough to restore the existing 
capital stock.

Iran’s public sector, struggling to cover its current 
expenditures, is in no position to offset the loss of 
foreign investment. The private sector, for its 
part, faces a credit crunch, because Iran’s banks 
are now mostly insolvent.

For now, Iran is moving to expand its uranium-
enrichment activities, in a sharp rebuke to an 
international community that abandoned it. Iran 
did not deserve punitive sanctions when Trump re-
imposed them, because it had not violated the 
terms of the nuclear deal. By showing the world 
that it will not succumb, Iran hopes to end the 
current stalemate without conceding to US 
demands.

Iran is not the only party with a choice to make. 
Western leaders must now decide how to respond 
to its enrichment activities – which, to be sure, 
remain far below weapons-grade level. Ham-
fisted sanctions regimes may cause Iran severe 
distress, but there are clear limits to their 
effectiveness. Moreover, they strengthen the 
position of Iran’s hardliners, and undermine its 
moderate reformists – a dynamic that compounds 
the risks that sanctions are supposed to mitigate.

Rather than simply ramping up sanctions further – 
say, by re-imposing United Nations penalties – the 
international community should take a more 
nuanced approach, guiding Iran toward greater 
openness rather than attempting to beat it into 
submission. Such an approach certainly would 
improve the prospect of successful negotiations, 
both before and after the US election.

Rather than attempting to beat Iran into submission with escalating economic 
sanctions, the international community should be attempting to guide it toward 
greater openness. Such an approach would improve the prospects of successful 
negotiations with the West, both before and after the 2020 US presidential election.

The consequences of Liberia 
losing the IMO seat
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Can Iran Outlast Trump?

By Djavad Salehi-Isfahani
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ERLIN – Despite having been written off numerous times, NATO survives. But 
another fox has entered the hen house, and it has met with the typical BEuropean response to danger: furious cackling and an explosion of feathers.

The fox in question is French President Emmanuel Macron, who recently described 
NATO as experiencing a kind of “brain death.” One need not approve of that choice 
of words – or of Macron’s new passion for dialogue with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin (I, for one, do not) – to recognize the thrust of his argument. A profound 
change in US strategic priorities under President Donald Trump demands that 
Europeans revisit long-held assumptions about their collective defense.

This is not the first time that NATO has seemed to be on its last legs. Many had 
arrived at the same conclusion before 2014, when the alliance had little to focus on 
beyond the mission in Afghanistan. When Russia annexed Crimea and brought war 
to Eastern Ukraine, it breathed new life into NATO.

Then came Trump, whose administration has pulled the rug out from under 
Europe’s feet, abandoned American leadership within the rules-based 
international system, and pursued a nationalist, protectionist, and unilateralist 
foreign policy. Trump has declared NATO “obsolete.”

The result is that Europe must fend for itself for the first time since the end of 
World War II. Yet after so many years of strategic dependence the US, Europe is 
unprepared – not just materially but psychologically – for today’s harsh geopolitical 
realities. Nowhere is this truer than in Germany.

NATO’s future is more uncertain now than at any time in its history. Immediately 
after 1989, few doubted that the alliance would still be around 20 years later. But 
today, questions about its future emanate from not just Washington, DC, but Paris 
as well. NATO’s survival can no longer be taken for granted, and Europeans cannot 
wait 20 years to figure out what should come after it.

Between America’s nationalist turn, China’s growing assertiveness, and the 
ongoing digital revolution, Europe has no choice but to become a power in its own 
right. In this respect, Macron has hit the nail on the head. But Europeans should not 
harbor any illusions about what defense autonomy will require. For the European 
Union, which has only ever seen itself as an economic rather than a military power, 
it implies a deep rupture with the status quo.

To be sure, NATO still exists, and there are still US troops deployed in Europe. But 
the operative word is “still.” Now that traditional institutions and transatlantic 
security commitments have been cast into doubt, the alliance’s unraveling has 
become less a matter of “if” than “when.” When will Trump finally decide that it’s 
time to call the whole thing off? For Europeans, it would be the height of folly to sit 
back and wait for the fateful tweet to arrive.

Macron understands this, whereas Germany, in typical fashion, is paying mere lip 
service to its old commitments, promising to increase its defense spending but 
making little real headway. Macron understands that the rupture in Europe’s 
defense following a withdrawal of US troops would be far more severe than many 
seem to expect. It would unfold not as some gradual, barely noticeable transition, 
but as a sudden break.

If Europe wants to prevent or at least delay that outcome, it must make substantial 
investments in its military and expand its own capabilities on a massive scale. In 
other words, it must act as if the break has already happened.

For much of its modern history, Europe has had to deal with two challenges: a 
turbulent center (Germany) and an unprotected eastern flank (Russia and now 
China), which has always been open in geopolitical terms. Since its founding, NATO 
has served as a solution to both of these problems.

As one looks farther east within NATO and the EU, one encounters ever-greater 
security fears among member states. This is not surprising, given these countries’ 
geographic proximity to Russia and long history of being on the receiving end of 
Russian imperialism, manifested most recently in Russia’s armed annexation of 
Crimea and the war in Eastern Ukraine. For these countries – starting with Poland 
and the Baltic states – America’s integration in European defense through NATO is 
indispensable.

Given the geopolitical risks on Europe’s eastern flank, NATO provides a necessary 
form of insurance, and even fosters solidarity and unity within the EU, by requiring 
that each member contribute its fair share to the greater good. Trump’s nationalist 
shift under the slogan of “America first” has suddenly forced Europe to confront 
the question of its own sovereignty, which means becoming an independent 
technological power with the ability to act decisively as a united front. The EU 
never would have done so of its own volition. Trump, whatever his intent, is forcing 
Europe to reinvent itself. To preserve NATO, the EU must act as if the alliance was 
already gone. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 
 

Opinion Opinion Opinion By Djavad Salehi-Isfahani

Africa is Dragging itself into 
Tyranny with Internet Censorship

ecently, public outrage trailed a bill on the floor of the Nigerian senate 
proposing state action towards social media censorship and a death Rsentence for hate speech. Lately, the undemocratic acts of internet 

censorship, which is an infringement on freedom of expression, seems to be 
an African phenomenon. In 2018, 21 African countries either shut down the 
internet or restricted access to certain websites in the purported attempt to 
prevent the spread of fake news and hate speech. But with the exponential 
increase in the number of internet users in Africa since 2000, this action has 
only succeeded in hurting telecom and internet-reliant businesses. It also 
leaves citizens with expensive, and sometimes, illegitimate alternatives to 
accessing the internet.

The 2019 internet restriction by the Zimbabwean government, for instance, 
coerced citizens to switch to Virtual Private Networks that helps in securing 
connections to network over the internet, in order to access state-restricted 
websites. Thus, allowing citizens to have access to the internet in the wake 
of internet shutdowns in the country.

Also, internet censorship has sparked a handful of public agitations such as 
the #TogoDebout, #IAmTheSudanRevolution, and #BringBackOurInternet 
campaigns in Togo, Sudan, and Cameroon respectively. These agitations, 
meanwhile, are only portraying African countries as despotic.

The increase subscription to social media among Africans across the 
continent avails citizens and civil groups a relatively easier medium for 
expressing their discontent with the government. It also establishes their 

rights to peaceful assembly, and protest. Thus, to bar citizens from 
accessing the internet is to disregard the tenets of democracy, which if 
sustained, could bring Africa back to the era of dictatorship.

More so, internet shutdown will badly hurt perpetrating countries rather 
than help. This is because many businesses heavily relying on the internet to 
keep afloat. A 2016 report by the Brookings Institute revealed that the global 
economy lost $2.4 billion as a result of disruptions in internet connections. 
This, unfortunately,  attests to how influential the internet has become to 
the survival of an economy. African leaders would be wrong to censor it 
blindly.

Civil societies, meanwhile, should set out to remind governments of their 
obligation to respect individual rights and freedoms, especially the freedom 
of speech. They should push for laws to protect citizens' rights, not take 
them away in the spirit of curbing fake news and hate speech. They should, 
also rather organize sensitization programs to educate citizens on their 
consequences.

Access to the internet is a fundamental right. Africans, like every other 
human community in a rapidly globalizing world, deserve to express their 
opinion regardless of how critical they might sound.

Haleed is a Public Speaker and a Writing Fellow at African Liberty. He 
can be reached on Twitter via @Haleed_Nemo.

         THURSDAY       DECEMBER    05

The Day After NATO

By Joschka Fischer
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alary payments for 
thousands of Public SServants across the 

country will be delayed up to 
the Christmas season, Senate 
Pro-tempore Albert T. Chie 
announced Tuesday at the 
opening of a special session 
called by President George 
Weah.

President Weah on Monday 
recalled members of the 
Liberian Legislature to 
convene a special session in 
the wake of cash shortages at 
banks and delay in payments 
of civil servants’ salaries 
here.

“…we appeal to our people 
for understanding this matter, 
Chie said, adding, “The next 
few months will be difficult 
with delayed salary payments 
con t i nu ing  up  to  the  
Christmas season.” 

The Pro-tempore was 
however, quick to add that 
the situation is expected to 
be resolved by the end of 
February 2020, when it is 
anticipated that Government 
would have stabilized salary 
payments.

His statement comes days 
after the Minister of State 
Nathaniel McGill told the 
Voice of America radio that 
Government would make 
available payments for 
October and November in this 
month.

Chie appears to blame the 
Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) 
for the present economic 
mess, while at the same time 
trying to justify that because 
the previous regime borrow 
from the CBL reserve or donor 
money to pay civil servants it 
was okay for the Weah 
administration to follow 
same.

He also noted that the 
current problem has been 
compounded by the printing 
of the controversial 10 billion 
Liberian bank notes during 
the past regime. Chie 
continued his picking of 
problem factors by adding 
that the waves of protests 
here have increased political 
risk index leading to a 
downward trend in foreign 
investment.

He also linked the present 
economic woes to the Ebola 
epidemic that weighed on the 
country’s domestic debt 
burden, caused a greater 
imba l ance  i n  ba l ance  
payments and reduced 
Liberia’s productive capacity 
when major concessions 
closed during the Ebola crisis 
most of whom are yet to 
reopen.

On the request to print 
n e w  m o n e y ,  C h i e  
acknowledged request from 
the CBL seeking authorization 
from the Legislature to print a 
total of 35 billion Liberian 
dollar bank notes to replace 
the present legacy notes in 
circulation. Though there are 

still controversies surrounding 
the actual amount of Liberian 
d o l l a r  b a n k  n o t e s  i n  
c i rculat ion,  with many 
political commentators raising 
eyebrows over the amount 
b e i n g  s o u g h t  f o r  
authorization.

To this, Chie argues that 
when the request to print the 
new bank notes was made in 
August 2019, the CBL reported 
that the Liberian Dollars 
supply in the economy stood at 
LD 21.28 billion, with 86% in 
circulation outside the banks 
while cash in the CBL 
accounted for 8% and in the 
commercial banks 6% of the 
stock. 

“From all indications in 
r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  t h e s e  
proportions have changed over 
the weeks as our citizens are 
unable to get Liberian dollars 
from the commercial banks 
and the central banks.” Chie 
adds.

The Pro-tempore alarms 
that the Liberia Revenue 
Authority has fallen short of its 
projected revenue collection 
from July to November15, 
2019 by approximately USD 
60million. He further argued 
that the shortfall in the 
collection of revenue has also 
contributed to the delay in 
payments of public sector 
workers salaries.

Chie said these negative 
factors which have affected 
the Liberian economy has 
pushed the government in 
accepting an IMF prescription 
which terms and conditions 
are “hard to swallow”. The 
prescription includes wage 
harmonization, keeping an 
affordable wage bill level and 
prudence in overall public 
sector spending.

Sa la ry  payments  fo r  
thousands of Public Servants 
across the country will be 
delayed up to the Christmas 
season, Senate Pro-tempore 
Albert T. Chie announced 
Tuesday at the opening of a 
special session called by 
President George Weah.

President Weah on Monday 
recalled members of the 

request from the CBL seeking 
author izat ion  f rom the 
Legislature to print a total of 
35 billion Liberian dollar bank 
notes to replace the present 
legacy notes in circulation. 
Though there  are  s t i l l  
controversies surrounding the 
actual amount of Liberian 
d o l l a r  b a n k  n o t e s  i n  
c i rcu lat ion,  w i th  many  
political commentators raising 
eyebrows over the amount 
being sought for authorization.

To this, Chie argues that 
when the request to print the 
new bank notes was made in 
August 2019, the CBL reported 
that the Liberian Dollars supply 
in the economy stood at LD 
21.28 billion, with 86% in 
circulation outside the banks 
whi le cash in the CBL 
accounted for 8% and in the 
commercial banks 6% of the 
stock. 

“From all indications in 

L iber ian Legis lature to  
convene a special session in 
the wake of cash shortages at 
banks and delay in payments of 
civil servants’ salaries here.

“…we appeal to our people 
for understanding this matter, 
Chie said, adding, “The next 
few months will be difficult 
with delayed salary payments 
continuing up to the Christmas 
season.” 

The Pro-tempore was 
however, quick to add that the 
situation is expected to be 
resolved by the end of 
February 2020, when it is 
anticipated that Government 
would have stabilized salary 
payments.

His statement comes days 
after the Minister of State 
Nathaniel McGill told the Voice 
o f  Amer i ca  rad io  tha t  
Government would make 
avai lable  payments  for  
October and November in this 
month.

Chie appears to blame the 
Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) 
for the present economic 
mess, while at the same time 
trying to justify that because 
the previous regime borrow 
from the CBL reserve or donor 
money to pay civil servants it 
was okay for the Weah 
administration to follow same.

He also noted that the 
current problem has been 
compounded by the printing of 
the controversial 10 billion 
Liberian bank notes during the 
past regime. Chie continued 
his picking of problem factors 
by adding that the waves of 
protests here have increased 
political risk index leading to a 
downward trend in foreign 
investment.

He also linked the present 
economic woes to the Ebola 
epidemic that weighed on the 
country’s domestic debt 
burden, caused a greater 
i m b a l a n c e  i n  b a l a n c e  
payment s  and  reduced  
Liberia’s productive capacity 
when major concessions closed 
during the Ebola crisis most of 
whom are yet to reopen.

On the request to print new 
money, Chie acknowledged 

r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  t h e s e  
proportions have changed over 
the weeks as our citizens are 
unable to get Liberian dollars 
from the commercial banks and 
the central banks.” Chie adds.

The Pro-tempore alarms 
that the Liberia Revenue 
Authority has fallen short of its 
projected revenue collection 
from July to November15, 2019 
b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  U S D  
60million. He further argued 
that the shortfall in the 
collection of revenue has also 
contributed to the delay in 
payments of public sector 
workers salaries.

Chie said these negative 
factors which have affected 
the Liberian economy has 
pushed the government in 
accepting an IMF prescription 
which terms and conditions are 
“hard to swallow”. The 
prescription includes wage 
harmonization, keeping an 
affordable wage bill level and 
prudence in overall public 
sector spending.

No salary for Christmas
By Ethel A. Tweh

 situation involving 
exposure of pepper Aspray canisters at the 

National Police Headquarters 
on Capitol Hill, Monrovia left 
police officers running helter-
skelter with burning eyes 
Tuesday, 03 December. Some of 
the officers fled the building 
into the streets to escape the 
burning sensation that nearly 
led to suffocation.

This reporter, who was at 
the LNP headquarters when the 
incident occurred, observed 
the spray spread from the 
basement of the building to 
various offices upstairs, 
constraining staff to take to 
t h e i r  h e e l s  i n  s e l f -
preservation.

The New Dawn could not 
establish up to press time, who 
unsealed or exposed the 
teargas during morning hours 
when staff had just reported 
for work and were seated in 
their various offices.

Police spokesman, Inspector 
Moses Carter, was indisposed 
for comment despite waiting 
several hours in his office to 
ascertain root cause of the 
unfortunate incident.   

However, some officers, 
who spoke to this paper on 
condition of anonymity, 
e x p r e s s e d  c o m p l e t e  
astonishment over the incident 
t h a t  c r e a t e d  s e r i o u s  
embarrassment for both 
employees and ordinary 
members of the public who had 

gone at the headquarters for 
various purposes.

They lament that it was 
difficult to know which one of 
the officers especially, from 
the riot unit under the 
b a s e m e n t  o f  t h e  L N P  
headquarters that did the act.

O u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
headquarters, passers-by and 
peddlers, upon seeing police 
officers running from out of 
their own headquarters, 
themselves began to hide their 
various markets, including 
cooked food and other 
commodities for fear of 
unsuspecting criminals.

Meanwhile, calm was 
eventually restored at the 
National Police Headquarters 
after specialized riot police 
officers moved in and removed 
the exposed pepper spray 
under the basement.

In a related development, 
the Liberia National police on 
Monday dispatched r iot  
officers to the Slipway/Crown 
H i l l  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  
electoral violence led to one 
d e a t h  o n  S u n d a y,  1 s t  
December.

 R e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  
community say the police 
deployment came after some 
disgruntled residents took the 
street, demanding justice for 
the victim only identified as 
Edward, who allegedly got 
drowned, while escaping 
police arrest. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Pandemonium at 
police headquarters

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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he University of 
Liberia (UL) has Thonored and gowned 

four traditional chiefs in 
Grand Cape Mount County in 
recognition of the provision of 
1,000 acres of land for the 
construction of the David A. 
Straz – Sinje Technical and 
Vocational College.

The  ce remony  he l d  
Wednesday, 4 December at 
the University’s Sinje campus, 
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  U L  
authorities and students, 
elders and young people of 

o r m e r  F o r e i g n  
Minister Dr. Toga FGayewea MacIntosh 

is proposing abolishment of 
L i be r i a ’s  1 5  po l i t i c a l  
subdivisions or counties to 
instead, demarcate the entire 
c o u n t r y  i n t o  t h r e e  
geopolitical areas: Western 
Region, Central Region; and 
Eastern Region with each 
having its share of the Atlantic 
Coast beach and sea.

He says existing counties 
f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e s e  
demarcated boundaries are 
to be the second layer with 
their respective districts 
becoming the third layer, 
moving  in that order up to 
the clan and village level.

He made the suggestion 
here Wednesday, 4 December 
a t  t h e  G o v e r n a n c e  
Commiss ion  in  S inkor,  
Monrovia while delivering the 
keynote address at the 
o f f i c i a l  l a u n c h  o f  a  
G o v e r n a n c e  a n d  
Decentralization Resource 
Center for the Commission.

Dr. MacIntosh himself a 
f o r m e r  c h a i r  o f  t h e  
Governance Commission says 
the call for decentralization 
in the country is not in a 
vacuum or one that should be 
tinkered with, as it touches 
on three fundamental issues: 
Liberia’s sustained socio-
economic viabil ity and 
equitable distribution of 

the county, as UL observes its 
custom of kick starting its 
commencement convocation 
with the exhibition of arts and 
craft in Sinje.

The honorees include Sinje 
Town Dean Elder moneruSonii, 
GohnZodua Dean Elder henry 
CongorBoakaiZodua, Manivalu 
Town Dean Elder AlieuDukuly 
and Konoma Town Dean Elder 
Varney G. Kiadii.

In appreciation of the 
Elders and the people of Grand 
Cape Mount County, UL Vice 
President for Administration 
Prof. WeadeKobbah – Boley 
says the elders will go down in 

growth and wealth, effective 
s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
participation in national and 
local governance processes; 
and accountability in the 
n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
process.

He emphasizes that first 
and foremost, the geopolitical 
aspect of decentralization 
should be dealt with followed 
by the governance aspect and 
then the institutional aspect.

On the governance aspect, 
the renowned L iber ian  
economist, development 
policy planner and diplomat 
explains that respective 
heads, beginning with a 

history for the provision of the 
1,000 acres of land to UL.

“What you did by making 
the decision to donate this 
1,000 acres of land to the 
University of Liberia was 
nothing small. You will go down 
in history of this county and the 
Republic of Liberia for this kind 
gesture,” she says.

She recalls that the Sinje 
campus actually started in 
1982 under the leadership of 
Dr. George Boley, [now a 
representative of Grand Gedeh 
County], but the project was 
abandoned due to lot of things 
that happened along the way, 
key of which is the civil crisis.

But she gives credit to 
former Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson – Sirleaf and former UL 
President Dr. Emmet A. Dennis 
for reviving the project.

Earlier, UL Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Prof. Dr. 
William E. Allen says the 
o c c a s i o n  a t  S i n j e  o n  
Wednesday was in observance 
of the University’s custom to 
begin its commencement with 
the arts and craft [exhibition].

“When we have this arts and 
craft displayed, it means that 
w e  a r e  o p e n i n g  o u r  
commencement season. So our 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  s e a s o n  

“Regional Administrator” thru 
the district levels should be 
elected by the people of the 
concerned constituency, 
saying, “Similarly, each region 
should have a Regional 
Legislative Assembly with 
representatives elected from 
the districts within the 
constituent counties, who 
shall spent two-thirds of 
legislative time at their 
respective regional sessions 
and one third at national 
sessions. Matters concerning 
the growth and development 
of the specific region shall 
constitute the agenda of the 
regional assemblies. Regional 

positions on national issues are 
to be consolidated and 
p r e s e n t e d  a t  n a t i o n a l  
legislative sessions.”

He says each county shall 
have two elected senators, as 
with the present case, who 
shall spent one-third of 
legislative time within the 
region and the other two-
thirds at the national Senate.

Lastly, on the institutional 
aspect of decentralization, he 
details that each region would 
have  a l l  majo r  pub l i c  
institutions and agencies with 
Deputies heading respective 
ministries/agencies to be 
supported by subject-area 
Directors and professional, 
technical and administrative 
staff. “A small office is to be 
established in the capital city 
with the Minister as head to be 
supported by a Principal 
Deputy and a core team of 
specialists”, he adds.

He urges the Governance 
Commission, through its 
Center for Governance and 
Decentralization to seize these 
ideas and conduct seminars, 
w o r k i n g  s e s s i o n s  a n d  
consultations, to define a 
viable way forward. “Let me 
say without reservation, that 
lessons from elsewhere in 
Africa have shown that 
effective decentralization 
around the three aspects that I 
have mentioned has yielded 
greater benefits for the 
concerned peoples on a 
sustained basis”, Dr. MacIntosh 
assures.

He stresses that governance 
is all inclusive, real and 
dynamic, noting that it is 
impactful both on those that 
govern and those that are 
governed, continuing hat 
governance is a process within 
a  s y s t e m  t h a t  p o s e s  

officially begins today,” he 
says.

He explains that another 
reason for assembling at Sinje 
is in celebration of UL’s 
centennial commencement 
which will see more than 3,000 
students graduating mid - next 
week.

According to him, the Dean 
of Sinje College Dr. John M. 
Sellu observes that whenever 
graduations are held at Sinje, 
the locals can go there to 
witness the ceremonies and 
help the college to recruit 
students.

In view of Dr. Sellue’s 
concern, Dr. Allen says UL 
administration decided to do 
the arts and craft exhibition at 
Sinje since there will be a one – 
day graduation ceremony in 
Paynesville which some of the 
locals in Sinje might not be 
able to attend.

In remarks, one of the 
h o n o r e e s  D e a n  E l d e r  

re spons ib i l i t i e s  on  the  
shoulders of those that govern. 
“This  means that  both 
governors and the governed 
are all integral components 
and beneficiaries, and there is 
no room for putting a halt to 
the process.”   

  The Resource Center is 
established under the auspices 
of USAID-LEGIT and UN Women, 
among other partners. It 
contains both physical and 
digital components, including a 
library stack with resource 
books, documents and reading 
materials on governance, 
gender, and decentralization. 
About 75 percent of its 
facilities is digital, with access 
to subscribed research portals 
to online libraries, links and 
networks, respectively.

Earlier, the Chairman of the 
Governance Commission, Cllr. 
A. Ndubuisi Nwabudike in 
opening statement notes that 
knowledge is power and very 
important, adding, ”The work 
that we do here requires 
knowledge.”

Cha i rman  Nwabud i ke  
continues that the GC is the 
only agency that has accurate 
records on government’s assets 
across Liberia.

“This work started from my 
predecessor, Dr. Sawyer and 
others that worked here before 
u s ” ,  h e  e x p r e s s e s  i n  
recognition of contributions of 
p a s t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  
Commission.

Cutting the ribbon to the 
Resource Center, the Director 
for Democracy and Governance 
Office at USAID, Ms. April 
O ’ N e i l l ,  b e a m s  w i t h  
e x c i t e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  
realization of the facility after 
lending support. -Story by 
Jonathan Browne

MoneruSonii appreciates the 
University for the recognition 
given the elders over the 
donation of the land, but urges 
UL authorities to act fast and 
develop it so that other people 
do not encroach on it.

Meanwhile, Elder Sonii 
appeals to UL to include 
nursing program at the Sinje 
College to cut down the 
distances of students wishing 
to do nursing. A prominent 
citizen and businessman of the 
county, Mr. IdrissaMansary 
applauds UL for constructing 
the Sinje campus, saying he 
values it because it has cut 
down the transportation cost 
of his brothers and sisters in 
the county who desire to seek 
higher education.

He pledges to construct 
facilities closed to the Sinje 
campus to help lodge students 
who will come from far 
distances to attend school at 
Sinje.

More headline news   More headline news
Dr.  MacIntosh wants 15 counties abolished 

UL honors chiefs in Cape Mount
By Winston W. Parley
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i x  d e f e n d a n t s  
including government Stax collectors and 

commercial bankers have 
been indicted here in 
relations to a US$1.2m plus 
financial scandal following 
investigators’ probe into an 
alleged syndicate.

The indictment alleges 
c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y,  
economic sabotage, theft of 
property and forgery among 
former Access Bank Liberia 
e m p l o y e e s  i n c l u d i n g  
Emmanuel Z. Holder, James 
D. Davis, and Tamia C. 
Sherman, and former Liberia 
Revenue Authority (LRA) 
employee Lee N.V. Taylor 
along with William Joe Smith 
and Adama E. Monroe.

The indictment says a 
m e m o r a n d u m  o f  
understanding (MOU) was 
signed among the Liberia 
Telecommunication Authority 
(LTA), Finance Ministry and 
the Global Voice Group for 
distribution of funds among 
the entities from revenue 
generation from International 
Traffic Monitoring Services.

The MOU designated the 
United Bank of Africa (UBA) 
for the deposit of revenues 
intended for Finance Ministry 
and LTA for distribution 
between the two entities.

Under the MOU, the 
indictment says any amount 
due the Finance Ministry was 
to be paid to government 
through a manager’s check 
that was to be delivered to 
the sector ministry division of 
LRA.

he Independent  
Legislative Caucus T(ILC) here is calling 

on Senate Pro- Tempore 
Albert T. Chie not to confirm 
Deputy Defense Minister for 

LRA’s employee Lee N.V. 
Taylor who was assigned at the 
sector ministry section was 
designated to collect and 
receive all manager’s check 
leafs from the UBA, Guaranty 
Trust Bank and Liberia Bank for 
Development and Investment 
(LBDI).

He allegedly received 
several pieces manager’s 
check leafs but turned them 
over to co-defendant William 
Joe Smith and others to carry 
out the alteration of the face 
of the manager’s check leafs 
and gradually processed them 
for encashment.

The defendants allegedly 
opened a bogus account at 
Access Bank and deposited 
US$419,280.79 into the 
alleged account.

Further, Smith is said to 

Operations designate Tarplah 
Davies, alias Zoely Zoe.

According to the ILC, Mr. 
Davies sometimes in May and 
June 2019 vowed to kill fellow 
Liberian protesters if they 
damaged or caused damage to 

Emmanuel Holder is claimed to 
have directed Adama Moroe 
that “Every transaction on this 
account should be authorized 
by risk and compliance” at a 
time verification process was 
on. Based on the instruction, 
investigators say defendant 
Monroe was given US$11,000 by 
co-defendant Tamia Sherman 
for finally allowing the 
transaction to be processed.

In March 2019, an argument 
ensued  between  Tamia  

have orchestrated alteration 
of 12 pieces of manager’s 
check leafs before depositing 
US$403,404.30 into the bogus 
account dubbed “Geneial 
Revege Accouna at Access 
Bank.

The indictment indicates 
t h a t  t he  c heck s  we re  
deposited and subsequently 
withdrawn from the check 
book given to the account 
owner and payments were 
a l legedly  made to  the 
fraudsters.

The indictment claims that 
a clear conspiracy was shown 
among defendants Holder, 
Davis, Sherman of Access bank; 
LRA’s Taylor and one William 
Joe Smith.

Through an alleged text 
message on the bank’s system 
in December 2018, defendant 

his property during their 
peaceful protest.

The ILC believes with such a 
statement from Mr. Davis when 
he was not in the position, he 
wou ld  be  a  dangerous  
statesman should he be 
confirmed and have full 
authority to execute his plan 
against peaceful citizens.

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
Legislative Caucus prays the 
indulgence of Senate Pro- 
Tempore Albert T. Chie not to 
confirm Mr. Davis at the 
detriment of the Liberian 
people.

‘’you will agree with us that 
m o d e r n  d e m o c r a c y  o r  
democratic practices call for 
security personnel who should 
have respect for the citizenry, 
moreover we as legislators and 
inclined people should not 
condone such threat,’’ the 
lawmakers conclude.—Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

Sherman, Adama Monroe and 
Emmanuel Holder regarding 
unequal  d istr ibut ion of  
US$10,000; US$25,000 and 
US$20,000, respectively.

In May 2018, former LRA 
employee Lee N.V. Taylor 
allegedly received six checks 
valued US$600,000, turned 
them over to his accomplices 
defendants Bill and Pee for 
onward deposit, encashment, 
withdrawal and subsequent 
distribution of the proceeds.

Tax collectors, bankers indicted over financial scandal
By Winston W. Parley

Independent Lawmakers want Deputy 
Defense Minister designate rejected

By Bridgett Milton 
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of the expenditure of all public 
monies shall be submitted by 
the office of the President to 
the Legislature and published 
once a year.

Dillon demands that the 
governing Coal i t ion for  
Democ ra t i c  Change - l ed  
government should logically 
conclude the ‘LRD16 Billion 
s a g a ’  a n d  p r o v i d e  
comprehensive report on a 
US$25 million mop-up exercise 
conducted by Finance and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  
Minister, Samuel Tweah before 
the printing of new currency.

“President [Weah] wants us 
to allow him to print money; 
I’m still not inclined to 
understand how missing billion 
saga was resolved and the mop-
up exercise of excess Liberian 
dollars from the market was 
handled that have led to 
shortage of the local currency 
on the Liberian market.  Our 
currency now cannot be seen 
on the market. They have to 
tell me in clear terms how 
these matters were resolved 
before calling for the printing 
of new currency,” he insists. 

According to him, it does not 
make sense for government to 
reportedly sweep these vital 
issues under the carpet and 
muster  courage to  ask  
members of the legislature to 
return only for the printing of 
new currency.

He calls for the dismissal of 
Minister Tweah, if the economy 
is to be stabilized, accusing the 
Finance Minister of being one 
of the contributing factors 
derailing the economy thru 
incompetence.

“The current Finance 
Minister cannot be sitting and I 
give approval for the printing 
of money. Samuel Tweah must 
be fired. He presided over 
mop-up exercise that today we 
don’t [know] about. He needs 
to go and the President must 
[fire] him if he wants new 
currency to be printed,” Sen. 
Dillon asserts at the news 
conference. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

pposition Senator 
Ab raham Da r i u s  ODillon launches a 

stinking attack against the 
Weah administration, saying, 
the President and his team of 
officials are in “total error” in 
requesting printing and 
replacement of the Liberian 
banknotes.

Pr e s i d e n t  We a h  h a d  
summoned members of the 
Liberian Legislature from 
annual break for a week-long 
stay at the Capitol to approve 
the printing of new banknotes, 
among other businesses. The 
request comes amid severe 
shortage of local banknotes 
that  has  rendered the 
government unable to pay 
salary for months.

But addressing a news 
conference in Monrovia 
Tuesday, December 03, at the 
Capitol, Sen. Dillon argued the 
decision to print new currency 
does not fall within the 
purview of the President; 
i n s tead ,  the  boa rd  o f  
governors of the Central Bank 
of Liberia.

The opposition Liberty 
Party vice chairman for 
political affairs says there are 
vital issues that need to be 
resolved before the thought to 
print money.

Article 34 (d)  of the 
Constitution of Liberia states 
the Legislature shall levy 
taxes,  duties,  imports,  
exercise and other revenues, 
borrow money, issue currency, 
m in t  co in s ,  and  make  
appropriations for the fiscal 
governance of the Republic, 
subject to the following 
qualifications: (ii) no monies 
shall be drawn from the 
t r e a s u r e  e x c e p t  i n  
consequence of appropriations 
made by legislative enactment 
and upon warrant of the 
President; and no coin shall be 
minted or national currency 
issued except by the expressed 
authority of the Legislature. An 
annual statement and account 

Pres. Weah errs
-Sen. Dillon

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
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es  sa la i res  des  
m i l l i e r s  d e  Lf o n c t i o n n a i r e s  

pourraient retarder un peu 
plus longtemps, a annoncé 
m a r d i  l e  P r é s i d e n t  
temporaire du Sénat, Albert 
T. Chie, à l'ouverture d'une 
sess ion  extraord ina i re  
convoquée par le président 
George Weah.

Le président Weah a 
convoqué lundi les membres 
du parlement libérien à une 
session extraordinaire afin 
de se pencher sur le manque 
de liquidité dans les banques 
et sur le retard des salaires 
des fonctionnaires.

“… Nous appelons nos 
concitoyens à comprendre ce 
problème, a déclaré Chie, 
ajoutant:“ Les prochains 
mois seront difficiles, le 
paiement des salaires des 
fonctionnaires continuera de 
retarder jusqu'à la fin de la 
période de Noël. ”

Le président temporaire 
de la chambre haute a 
toutefois rapidement ajouté 
que la situation devrait être 
réglée d'ici fin février 2020, 
d a t e  à  l a q u e l l e  l e  
gouvernement aura, selon 
lui, stabilisé les salaires.

Sa déclaration intervient 

étant, selon la banque, hors du 
système bancaire, tandis le 
montant dont dispose la CBL 
dans sa réserve représentait 
8 %  e t  l e s  b a n q u e s  
commerciales 6%.

« S e l o n  t o u t e s  l e s  
indications récentes, ces 
proportions ont changé au fil 
des semaines, nos citoyens ne 
pouvant pas obtenir des dollars 
libériens ni dans les banques 
commerciales, ni au niveau de 
la banque centrale», aajouté 
Chie.

Le sénateur a fait savoir que 
l'administration fiscale du 
Libéria a enregistré un manque 
à gagner d’environ 60 millions 
par rapport aux recettes 
prévues entre juillet et le 15 
novembre 2019. Ce manque à 
gagner dans la collecte des 
impôts aurait également 
contribué au retard des 
salaires des travailleurs du 
secteur public, à en croire le 
patron du sénat.

Toujours selon lui, ces 
facteurs négatifs qui ont 
affecté l'économie libérienne 
ont poussé le gouvernement à 
accepter une prescription du 
FMI dont les termes et 
conditions sont "difficiles à 
avaler". La prescription 
comprend l'harmonisation des 
salaires, le maintien d'un 
niveau de masse salariale 
abordable et la prudence dans 
les dépenses globales du 
secteur public.

ceux qui ont pris la fuite sont 
revenus, certains ayant 
toujours la peur au ventre.

Par ailleurs, la police 
nationale libérienne a déployé 
lundi des agents anti-émeute 
dans la communauté de 
Slipway / Crown Hill, où des 
violences qui ont éclaté lors 
d’une élection locale ont fait 
une victime le dimanche 1er 
décembre.

Selon des informations 
r e c u e i l l i e s  d a n s  l a  
communauté, des habitants 
mécontents étaient descendus 
dans la rue pour réclamer 
justice après qu’un certain 
Edward se serait noyé pendant 
qu'il tentait d’échapper à la 
police. 

quelques jours après que le 
ministre d'État à la présidence 
Nathaniel McGill a déclaré à la 
radio Voice of America que le 
gouvernement verserait ce 
mois-ci les salaires des 
fonctionnaires pour les mois 
d'octobre et de novembre.

Le Sénateur Chie semble 
reprocher à la Banque centrale 
du Libéria (CBL) le désordre 
économique actuel, tout en 
essayant de justifier que 
comme le régime précédent 

avait emprunté de l'argent à la 
réserve de la CBL ou s’était 
s e r v i  de  l ’ a r gen t  de s  
donateurs pour payer des 
fonctionnaires, il est normal 
que le régime Weah face 
autant.

Il a également fait croire 
que le problème actuel a été 
aggravé par l'impression 
controversée des billets de 
banque d’une valeur de 10 
milliards de dollars libériens 
sous le régime précédent. Le 

FrançaisFrançais
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sénateur Chie, continuant de 
nommer les causes de la crise 
économique, a ajouté que les 
vagues de manifestations qui 
se sont succédé ici ont accru 
l'indice de risque politique, ce 
qui a entraîné une tendance à 
la baisse de l'investissement 
étranger.

Il a également établi un 
lien entre les difficultés 
économiques actuelles et 
l’épidémie d’Ebola qui a 
constitué un fardeau de la 
dette intérieure du pays, 
provoqué un déséquilibre plus 
important des paiements en 
solde et réduit la capacité de 
production du Libéria car des 
entreprises concessionnaires 
importantes ont du fermer 
pendant la crise pour se 
mettre à l’abri de lipidémie.

Concernant l’impression 
des nouveaux billets de 
banque, le patron du sénat a 
accusé réception de la 
demande de la CBL qui 
sollicite l’adoption d’une 
législation portant impression 
d’un montant total de 35 
milliards de dollars libériens 
pour remplacer les anciens 
billets qui sont actuellement 
en circulation. 

La banque centrale, dans 
sa demande formulée en août 
2019 pour l’impression de 
nouveaux billets de banque, 
avait expliqué que le montant 
total de dollars libériens 
disponible était de 21,28 
milliards, 86% de ce montant 

l'explosion.
Même dehors, c’était la 

panique. Les passants et les 
marchands, ayant vu les 
policiers fuir leur propre 
siège, se sont eux aussi mis à 
courir dans tous les sens. 
Certains commerçants ont 
v i t e  f e r m é  m a g a s i n s ,  
boutiques et d’autres lieux de 
vente, pour se mettre à l’abri 
de toute éventualité.

Mais, des agents de la 
p o l i c e  a n t i - é m e u t e  
s p é c i a l i s é s  s e  s o n t  
rapidement introduits dans le 
sous-sol du bâtiment pour 
mettre le reste des bouteilles 
de gaz hors d’état de nuire. Le 
calme est aussitôt revenu au 
siège de la police nationale et 
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Le siège de la police 
nationale du Libéria fut 
mardi le théâtre d’un « sauve 
qui peut » à la suite de 
l ’ e x p l o s i o n  d e  g a z  
lacrymogène dans le sous-sol 
du bâtiment à Capitol Hill, à 
Monrovia. Les policiers 
étaient contraints de fuir les 
lieux, les yeux larmoyants, 

pour se mettra à l’abri. Le gaz 
était tel qu’il pouvait 
provoquer une asphyxie. 

Le gaz qui avait commencé 
à s’échapper depuis le sous-
sol du bâtiment s’est très vite 
propagé dans les bureaux 
situés à l'étage supérieur, 
contraignant le personnel de 
quitter les lieux.

Jusqu’à l’heure d’entrer 
sous presse, le New Dawn n’a 
pas pu établir les causes 
fondamentales de l’explosion 
tôt le matin, alors que le 
personnel venait à peine de 
s’installer pour commencer à 
travailler.

Le porte-parole de la 
police, l'inspecteur Moses 
Carter, n’était pas disposé à 
parler auxjournalistes qui 
avaient attendu pendant des 
heures devant son bureau 
pour s’enquérir des causes 
fondamentales de l'incident 
malheureux.

Cependant, les agents qui 
ont parlé de ce quotidien sous 
le couvert de l'anonymat, se 
sont  d its  choqués par  
l’explosion qui a créer la 
panique parmi les éléments 
des forces de l’ordre et de 
sécurité et les citoyens 
ordinaires qui s'étaient rendus 
au siège de la police pour des 
raisons diverses.

Ils se sont dits perplexes 
quant à savoir lequel des 
agents de l'unité anti-émeute 
située sous le sous-sol du siège 
de la LNP a provoqué 
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« Pas de salaire pour Noël», 
prévient le sénateur Albert Chie

Une exposition de gaz lacrymogène 
crée la panique au siège de la police
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LACKSBURG, VIRGINIE – Depuis que le 
Président Donald Trump a retiré les États-Unis Bde l'accord nucléaire de l'Iran en mai 2018 et 

qu'il a réimposé des sanctions économiques à l'Iran, 
le rendement économique de l'Iran a sensiblement 
diminué. Si un effondrement économique n'est pas 
imminent, le temps ne joue pas en faveur de l'Iran. 
Avec la politique américaine dans la tourmente et 
avec des élections présidentielles à l'horizon, les 
dirigeants iraniens sont à présent confrontés à la 
tâche peu enviable de déterminer si et comment 
engager le dialogue avec l'administration Trump 
qui, bien qu'hostile, a besoin d'une victoire pour 
redorer son blason.

Comme c'est souvent le cas en politique étrangère, 
les dirigeants de l'Iran sont divisés quant à 
l'équilibre coûts-avantages d'un dialogue avec 
Trump. Certains pensent peut-être qu'il vaut la 
peine de laisser passer les élections présidentielles 
américaines de 2020 pour revenir à la table des 
négociations et se retrouver en face d'une 
administration démocrate plus prévisible et moins 
versatile.

Mais si Trump remporte les élections, sa position 
sera plus forte que jamais, ce qui le rendra 
beaucoup moins ouvert aux concessions qu'à l'heure 
actuelle, alors qu'il a un intérêt personnel dans une 
victoire de politique étrangère, ou, plus 
excatement, dans l'apparence d'une victoire. En 
outre, la situation économique de l'Iran peut être 
désespérée dans un an, ce qui va encore affaiblir sa 
position en termes de négociation.

L'état actuel de l'économie iranienne est difficile à 
évaluer. Les estimations des pertes de production 
cumulées depuis que les sanctions ont été 
réintroduites varient de 5 % à 15 %. Bien que les 
Iraniens prétendent - données à l'appui - que la 
croissance est positive depuis le printemps, les 
observateurs extérieurs ne sont pas convaincus. Le 
Fonds monétaire international s'attend à ce que 
l'économie se contracte de façon impressionnante 
de 9,5 % cette année, en plus de la baisse de l'année 
dernière de 4,9 %, confirmée par les propres 
données de l'Iran.

Dans ce contexte, il y a des débats houleux entre 
responsables politiques iraniens quant aux 
perspectives de croissance à long terme et à la 
stratégie de développement économique. D'un côté 
se situent les radicaux iraniens, dirigés par 
l'Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, qui veulent restructurer 
l'économie, afin de mieux résister à l'isolement 
international.

Selon ces radicaux, l'économie montre des signes de 
reprise, même si ce n'est pas le cas pour les 
exportations de pétrole. Tout d'abord, après une 
chute de 70 % en 2018, la monnaie de l'Iran, le rial, a 
récupéré un tiers de sa perte de valeur et reste 
assez convertible pour suggérer que les acteurs 
économiques de l'Iran n'y ont pas renoncé.

Des données publiées récemment peignent 
également un tableau favorable de la situation de 
l'emploi. Au cours du troisième trimestre 2019, un 
nombre record de 24,75 millions d'Iraniens ont 
travaillé, soit une augmentation de 3,3 % sur un an, 
l'économie a créé près de 800 000 emplois, dont un 
tiers dans l'industrie ; et le taux de chômage se 
situait à 10,5 %, son plus bas niveau en sept ans.

Ces développements suggèrent que les restrictions 
sur les exportations de pétrole obligent peut-être 
l'Iran à diversifier son économie, une sorte de mal 
néerlandais inversé. Les radicaux du pays affirment 
que les sanctions américaines galvanisent « 

l'économie de résistance » qui est moins tributaire du 
commerce en général et en particulier du commerce 
avec l'Occident. Cette volonté, espèrent les 
conservateurs iraniens, empêche « l'invasion 
culturelle » qui accompagne la mondialisation.

Mais le gouvernement réformiste du Président Hassan 
Rouhani, dominé par les technocrates, n'a aucun 
intérêt à inverser trois décennies d'efforts pour 
limiter la domination de l'État et pour ouvrir 
l'économie. Les membres du gouvernement, à l'instar 
de nombreuses personnes du secteur privé, 
souscrivent à l'idée néolibérale de l'Occident selon 
laquelle un gouvernement limité et la libre entreprise 
sont la seule voie possible vers la prospérité.

Comme le font valoir les technocrates et les 
néolibéraux, la reprise économique de l'Iran est 
temporaire. Comme le gouvernement va bientôt 
devoir imprimer des devises pour combler le déficit 
budgétaire causé par la perte des revenus pétroliers, 
le rial, tôt ou tard, va subir une forte tension 
inflationniste. La capacité du gouvernement à lutter 
contre l'inflation est fortement limitée, notamment 
parce qu'une monnaie plus forte risque de réduire 
l'avantage concurrentiel qui a provoqué la reprise de 
l'emploi.

En tout cas, comme le prétend le camp des 
réformistes, la reprise de l'emploi a peu de chances de 
survivre plus d'un an ou deux sous l'actuel régime de 
sanctions, qui réduit les investissements étrangers et 
bloque à l’Iran son accès aux technologies nécessaires 
à la restructuration économique. En 2018-2019, la 
formation de capital fixe, qui a toujours été en 
moyenne de 30 % du PIB, a chuté à 14 % du PIB, soit à 
peine assez pour rétablir le stock de capital existant.

Le secteur public iranien, qui du mal à couvrir ses 
dépenses courantes, n'est pas en mesure de 
compenser la perte des investissements étrangers. Le 
secteur privé, quant à lui, fait face à une crise du 
crédit, car les banques iraniennes sont actuellement 
insolvables pour la plupart.

Pour l'instant, l'Iran est en train d'étendre ses activités 
d'enrichissement de l'uranium, un reproche cinglant 
envers une communauté internationale qui l'a 
abandonné. L'Iran ne méritait pas des sanctions 
punitives lorsque Trump les a réimposées, car l'Iran 
n'avait pas violé les termes de l'accord. En montrant 
au monde qu'il ne succombe pas, l'Iran espère mettre 
fin à l'impasse actuelle sans céder aux exigences 
américaines.

L'Iran n'est pas la seule entité qui doit faire un choix. 
Les dirigeants occidentaux doivent maintenant 
décider comment répondre à ses activités 
d'enrichissement - qui, sans aucun doute, restent très 
en-deçà du niveau de qualité d'arme nucléaire. Les 
régimes aux sanctions maladroites peuvent causer 
une grave détresse en Iran, mais il y a des limites 
précises à leur efficacité. En outre, elles renforcent la 
position des radicaux iraniens et nuisent à ses 
réformateurs modérés - une dynamique qui aggrave le 
risque que les sanctions sont censées atténuer.

Plutôt que de simplement renforcer les sanctions - par 
exemple par le rétablissement des sanctions des 
Nations Unies - la communauté internationale devrait 
adopter une approche plus nuancée, en guidant l'Iran 
vers une plus grande ouverture, plutôt que d'essayer 
de faire fléchir ce pays sous la pression. Une telle 
approche permettrait certainement d'améliorer la 
perspective de négociations fructueuses, aussi bien 
avant qu'après les élections américaines.

e  s é n a t e u r  e t  
opposant Abraham LDarius Dillon s’est 

d i t  conva incu que le  
président Weah et son 
équipe de fonctionnaires 
commettent une "erreur 
grave" en demandant que de 
nouveaux billets soient 
imprimer pour remplacer des 
billets de banque qui sont 
actuellement en circulation.

Le président Weah avait 
demandé les membres du 
p a r l e m e n t  l i b é r i e n  
d’interrompre leur pause 
annuelle pour tenir une 
session extraordinaire en vue 
d ’ a d o p t e r  l e  p r o j e t  
d’impression de nouveaux 
billets de banque. Cette 
demande intervient alors 
que le gouvernement n’est 
plus à mesure de payer les 
salaires des fonctionnaires 
en raison d’une « grave 
pénurie » des billets de la 
monnaie locale.

Animant un point de 
presse mardi à Monrovia, au 
siège du parlement à Capitol 
Hill, le sénateur Dillon a 
affirmé que la décision 
d'imprimer une nouvelle 
monnaie ne relève pas de la 
compétence du président, 
m a i s  d u  c o n s e i l  d e s  
gouverneurs de la Banque 
centrale du Libéria.

Le vice-président chargé 
des affaires politiques du 
Parti de la Liberté (LP, 
opposition), a déclaré que 
des problèmes essentiels 
devaient être résolus avant 
que l'on puisse penser à 
imprimer de l'argent.

L'article 34 (d) de la 
Constitution du Libéria 
stipule que le parlement est 
revêtu du pouvoir de 
prélever impôts, taxes, 
importat ions ,  revenus  
d ' exerc i ce  e t  aut res ,  
d’autoriser des emprunts, 
d’émettre des pièces et des 
billets de la monnaie locale 
et d’approuver des emprunts 
pour la gouvernance fiscale 
de la République, sous 
réserve des dispositions 
suivantes: Qualifications: (ii) 
aucune somme ne doit être 
retirée du trésor sauf en 
conséquence de crédits 
ouverts par voie législative 
et sur ordre du président; et 
aucune pièce de monnaie ne 
doit être émise sauf de la 
part de l'autorité expresse du 
pouvoir législatif. Un relevé 
annuel et un compte des 
dépenses de tous les fonds 
publics doivent être soumis 
par  la  prés idence au 
parlement et publiés une fois 

par an.
Le  séna teu r  D i l l on  

d e m a n d e  a u  p o u v o i r  
d’apporter une réponse 
concrète à la disparition 
présumée des 16 milliards et 
de présenter un rapport 
complet sur l’opération de 
nettoyage de l’excès de 
liquidité de la monnaie 
locale, laquelle opération 
a v a i t  n é c e s s i t é  l e  
décaissement de 25 millions 
de dollars américains. 
l’opération avait été dirigée 
par le ministre des Finances 
et de la Planification du 
développement, Samuel 
Tweah.

«Le président [Weah] 
veut que nous lui donnions 
l’autorisation d'imprimer de 
nouveaux billet. Mais, je 
n’arrive toujours pas à 
comprendre comment le 
s c a n d a l e  f i n a n c i e r  
concernant la disparition 
présumée des milliardaires 
et l’opération de diminution 
de l’excès de liquidité du 
dollar libérien sur le marché 
a été géré, et comment il se 
fait que nous assistions 
aujourd’hui à un manque de 
liquidité sur le marché 
libérien. Notre monnaie ne 
se voit plus sur le marché. Il 
faut qu’ils nous disent 
clairement comment ces 
problèmes ont été résolus 
a v a n t  d e  p a r l e r  d e  
l'impression d'une nouvelle 
monnaie », a-t-il insisté.

Il trouve inadmissible que 
le gouvernement balaie du 
revers de la main toutes ces 
questions vitales et ose 
demander aux membres du 
parlement de ne revenir de 
leur congé annuel pour 
imprimer une nouvelle 
monnaie.

Il demande le limogeage 
du ministre Tweah, si l’on 
veut stabiliser l’économie, 
accusant le ministre des 
Finances de contribuer au 
déraillement de l’économie 
par son incompétence.

«Je ne peux pas accepter 
que l’on imprime une 
nouvelle monnaie sous la 
houlette de l'actuel ministre 
des Finances. Il faut que 
Samuel Tweah soit viré. Il a 
prés idé l ’exerc ice de 
nettoyage dont nous ne 
c o m p r e n o n s  r i e n  
aujourd’hui. Il doit partir et 
le président doit le renvoyer 
s'il veut que la nouvelle 
monnaie soit imprimée », a 
affirmé le sénateur Dillon 
lors de la conférence de 
presse. 

FrançaisFrançais
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L'Iran peut-il survivre à Trump?

Par Djavad Salehi-Isfahani«Le Président Weah se trompe», 
déclare le sénateur D Dillon
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t the time the House 
of Senate was busy Ad i s c u s s i n g  t h e  

printing of new banknote and 
conf i rmat ion of  newly 
appointed officials, the lower 
House was busy reading about 
a dozen of bills sent by 
President George M. Weah for 
passage.

They later descended into 
an Executive Session which 

lasted for hours.
President Weah wrote the 

House of Representatives 
informing it that there is 
pressing issue of national 
concern which requires 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
Legislature on actions.

I s s ue s  c i t ed  b y  t he  
president include passage of 
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  o t h e r  
instruments pending before 
the Legislature, confirmation 

hearing for the Central Bank of 
Liberia (CBL) Executive 
Governor designate, and the 
finalization of deliberation on 
authorization to the CBL to 
print a new set of Liberian 
dollars banknotes.

Further, the president sent 
17 bills to the House for its 
passage which include an Act 
to establish the Liberia 
Standers Authority, an Act to 
establish the Civil Service 
Commiss ion,  agreement  
between the government of 
the United Arab Emirates and 
the government of Liberia for 
the avoidance of double 
taxation and prevention of 
fiscal evasion with respect to 
taxes on income, agreement, 
upgrading of the Konia - 
Vo in jama road  p ro ject  
between the Republic of 
Liberia and Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development, 
among others.

After the reading of the 
bills, Montserrado County 
District #16 Representative 
Dixon Seboe made a motion 
that all the bills be sent to the 
relevant committees to report 
t o  t h e  b o d y  t h i s  
Thursday.—Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

OS Children’s Villages 
International Director Sfor West and Central 

Africa Regionhas emphasized 
the need for SOS Liberia to 
collaborate with like-minded 
organizations to support 
children and families as 
government struggles to 
address numerous challenges. 

At a meeting with the SOS 
Children’s Villages Liberia 
National Office staff, Mr. 
Benoit Piot said collaboration 
was the key to sustainability 
and empowerment. Working 
t o g e t h e r  i s  k e y  t o  
development and it should be 
a priorities for all. “You 
cannot achieve more when 
you are working in isolation. 
Work as a team to impact the 
lives of many more children,” 
says Mr. Piot.  

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  
empowerment, Mr. Piot noted 
that SOS Liberia should focus 
on the specific need of an 
individual and develop their 
capacity. “Let build the self-
esteem of young people, we 
should not focus only on 
academic,” he added.  He 
urged SOS Liberia to build the 
capacity of programme 
participants and coworkers. 

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  
empowerment are priorities 
for SOS Children’s Villages, 
therefore all those who are 
involved in SOS Children’s 

Villages programmes should be 
empower. He maintained that 
for SOS to achieve the 2030 
goals the necessary actions 
and steps should be taken.  He 
added “join forces as well as 
partner with UNICEF and 
others. 

SOS Children’s Villages 
Liberia National Director, Mr. 
Augustine Allieu assured Mr. 
Piot and Dr. Bada of SOS 
L i b e r i a ’ s  i n c r e a s e d  
commitment to youth, families 
and staff empowerment. SOS 
Liberia is supporting children, 
youth as well as family. “I have 
reached out to PLAN and Save 
the Children as members of the 
joining forces together: child 
rights now! We will collaborate 
to advocate for children.”

Mr. Allieu pledged to extend 
p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  o t h e r  
organizations,  including 
UNICEF and European Union 
delegation to Liberia. He 
thanked the SOS International 
guests for the visit and assured 
them that SOS Liberia will 
exert all efforts to achieve the 
organization 2030 goals. He 
said although there are 
challenges, yet there are 
opportunities.

Mr. Piot and Dr. AmaviBada, 
SOS Chi ldren’s  Vi l lages  
International Representative 
for Banjul Cluster were on 
three-day working visit to 
Liberia. The visitation came as 
a result of a courtesy call from 
SOS Liberia’s National Director.

While in the country, Mr. 

SOS collaboration is key to development

SOS Children's Villages visiting guest arrived at SOS Children’s 
Village Juah Town in Grand Bassa County 

SOS Children's Villages visiting guest arrived at SOS Children’s 
Village Juah Town in Grand Bassa County 

House hears Weah’s bills
By Bridgett Milton

he President Pro-
t e m p o r e  o f  t h e  TL i b e r i a n  S e n a t e  

Albert T. Chie has warned 
Grand Cape Mount County’s 
newly inducted Senator Victor 
Varney Watson that the 
Liberian Senate is not a Church 
or a court, saying it is a 
political house and some of the 
actions taken there are 
influenced by politics.

Sen.  Ch ie  made the  
comment while welcoming his 
colleague Sen. Watson to the 
Upper House of the Legislature 
Wednesday, 4 December on 
Capitol Hill.

Chie says Senators are 
guided by their standing rules, 
urging Sen. Watson to abide by 
the Senate’s Standing Rules. 

According to Pro – tempore 
Chie, the Senate also relies on 
precedent cases in conducting 
its businesses.

Further, Chie explains that 
upon resumption of the third 
session of the 54th Legislature, 
Senator Watson will be placed 
on some standing committees 
on which he is expected to give 
oversight responsibility to 
agencies of the other two 
branches of government.

Chie tells Watson that he is 
expected to join other 
senators to review the 
legislation on currency hulking 
on laws making for the Central 
Bank to print and replace 
existing bank notes in a 
responsible but discrete 
manner.

He warns the new senator 
that in the senate political 
party politics will not help him, 
urging Watson to deal with 
numbers in the Senate. 

Making remarks, the newly 
inducted Senator Victor Varney 
Watson says he has joined the 
Liberian Senate to help provide 
guidance for the Liberian 
people.

He acknowledges the work 
that Senator Varney Sherman 
has been doing for the people 
of Grand Cape Mount and the 
Country at large, saying he has 
come to help Senator Sherman 
in the same direction.

Senator Watson assures the 
Liberian Senate that he will 
cooperate with his colleagues 
in the best interest of the 

people of Liberia.
“I will follow suit with the 

l a t e  S e n a t o r  [ E d w a r d ]  
Dago seh ,  w i l l  wo rk  i n  
collaboration with Senator 
Sherman as the late Dagoseh 
did for the betterment of the 
people of cape mount,” 
Senator Watson notes.

He thanks the people of 
Grand Cape Mount for voting 
him as their senator, saying it is 
the best decision that they 
made and he will not let them 
down.

He adds that Liberia has 
many challenges and they were 
elected to give directions to 
the Liberian people.—Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

Senate is not a Church
-Pro-tempore warns 

By Ethel A. Tweh

Public Service Announcement 
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h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Governor-designate Tfor the Central Bank 

of Liberia, J. Aloysius Tarlue 
appears before the Liberian 
Senate today, Thursday, 5 
December for confirmation 
hearing after his recent 
nomination to the post.

 President George Manneh 
Weah nominated Mr. Tarlue to 
the CBL following the 
r e t i r emen t  o f  f o rme r  
Executive Governor Nathaniel 
R. Patray, whose tenure at the 
Bank was marred by lack of 
p roper  account  fo r  a  
controversial US$25 million 
mop-up of excess liquidities 
and 16 billion Liberian bank 
notes printed and brought 
into country. 

If confirmed by the 
Senate, Tarlue faces a 
daunting task of stabilizing 
the economy, which is in 
shambles, characterized by 
hyperinflation and severe 
shortage of cash.  The 
depreciation of the Liberian 
dollar is hurting sellers and 
buyers alike amid lingering 
distrust about plan by the 
government pr int  new 
banknotes.

Already, some members of 
the Senate are contending 
that Mr. Tarlue does not have 
a degree in Economics, 
suggesting that this may 

disqualify him for the high 
profile post.

But the International 
Monetary Fund 2019 report on 
Liberia and the Kroll Report on 
the ‘Missing LRD16 billion’ 
recommended that the head 
of the Central Bank of Liberia, 
who is the executive governor, 
should be person with high 
l e v e l   e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
compliance and risk analysis.

The CBL nominee who had 
worked with several banks in 
the United States of America, 
is credited for drafting and 
updating AML compliance and 
writing supervisory policies 
and procedures, as well as 
assisting in developing a 
comprehensive cross-business 
view of AML risk. He had 
reviewed and approved 

He worked for J.P. Morgan 
Chase, from March 2013 up to 
2018 as Compliance Officer – 
Quality Control. There, he 
provided subject matter 
expertise on AML/KYC and 
Sanction requirements to front 
office, lines of business and 
operations, and possess in-
depth knowledge of BSA/AML 
Regulations, PATRIOT ACT and 
OFAC; well versed in AML and 
Terrorist Financing emerging 
trends.

Tarlue started off with HSBC 
B a n k  N A ,  s e r v i n g  a s  
compliance officer with 
compliance policy & procedure 
team. In this role, he 
conducted reviews on all new 
and existing clients, ensured 
t h a t  p r o f i l e s  w e r e  i n  
accordance with regulations 
and HSBC pol ic ies  and 
procedures; provided testing 
and feedback to senior 
managemen t  r e ga rd i n g  
training and system design, 
from a Quality Assurance 
perspective.

He conducted quality 
assurance reviews on New 
Business KYC profiles, across 
multiple business lines, 
ensuring AML Regulations, 
HSBC policies and procedures 
are maintained.

In late 2018, President 
Weah appointed Tarlue as 
Chairman of the Liberia 
E l e c t r i c i t y  Re g u l a t o r y  
Commission (LERC)where  he 
oversaw the standing up of the 
e l e c t r i c i t y  r e g u l a t o r,  
m o b i l i z i n g  a  p o o l  o f  
technicians recruited through 
a stringent competitive 
process.

The International Monetary 
Fund report on Liberia calls for 
s t r o n g e r  c o m p l i a n c e  
mechanisms for the Central 
Bank of Liberia which the 
newly nominee carries with 
him at the CBL.

The IMF also highlighted 
that the internal control of the 
Central Bank of Liberia is weak 

Blessing knocked my door and 
said Uncle Obediah, come see 
what happened; when I got to 
their mother’s room, the child 
was already lifeless on the 
rope before myself I started 
shouting for people to come 
around”.

A second eyewitness, Morris 
Konneh,  age 17,  said to have 
been with Obediah in the 
house at the time, narrates 
that the deceased met him 
washing outside in the yard 
and spoke before proceeding 
into her mother’s room.

Morris details that little 
Zota came out dressed in 
underwear and black skintight  
and headed for the road, but 
she allegedly came back to the 
house and went into her 
mother’s room, while he was 
still outside washing only to 
hear Obediah and Blessing (the 
senior sister)  shouting in the 

exceptions, and kept abreast 
of regulatory developments 
and enforcement actions to 
assess the potential impact to 
JP Morgan Chase.

Ahead of his confirmation 
hearing, public opinions about 
the nominee continue to whirl, 
with critics questioning his 
qualifications, while others 
have trumpeted his massive 
experience from working with 
several United States-based 
m u l t i l a t e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  
institutions.  

Academically, Tarlue holds a 
M a s t e r ’ s  i n  P u b l i c  
Administration from Kean 
University  with17 years in 
q u a l i t y  c o m p l i a n c e  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  e n f o r c i n g  
standards in a range of global 
financial institutions.

o h n s o n  S t r e e t ,  
Soniwein Community Jin central Monrovia 

recuperates from shocks over 
the discovery of the lifeless 
body of a minor, identified as 
Linda Sherman, in her 
mother’s room with rope 
around her neck, which seems 
to indicate she might have 
taken her own life inside a six-
b e d r o o m  h o u s e  o n  
Wednesday, 04 December.

The jam-packed scene was 
filled with family members, 
community dwellers, by-
passers and officers of the 
Liberia National Police (LNP) 
with many soaked in tears, as 
they stood in smaller groups, 
sharing their own account of 
the story.

Information gathered from 
s o m e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  
indicates the late Linda 
Sherman, popularly known in 
her community as Zato, was 
student of the St. Theresa’s 
Convent Catholic School in 
Monrovia. She had just 
celebrated her ninth birthday 
on November 29, which 
coincided with the birth of 
Liberia’s 18th President, 
William V.S. Tubman, officially 
observed here as a National 
Holiday Day. 

The senior sister of the 
deceased only identified as 
Blessing, narrates that upon 
her late sister’s return from 
school Wednesday, while at 
their mother’s shop, she 
instructed her (Linda) to go 
home to take off her uniform 

and then return to the shop to 
help do some laundry.

“After sometimes I couldn’t 
see Zota; I went to the house to 
check on her. When I got at the 
house, I try pushing the door, 
but it didn’t open; it was like 
someone pushing it back at me. 
So I called her to move from 
behind the door; I pushed it 
hard just to see Zota hanging 
behind the door with rope 
around her neck,” Blessing 
explains in tears.

Con t i nu i ng  w i th  t he  
narration, she says upon her 
arrival at the house, she met 
the back and front windows of 
the house opened, and 
immediately alerted one of the 
tenants about her little sister’s 
c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e i r  
mother’sbedroom before 
alarming the public.

A twenty-nine year old male 
tenant Obediah Patterson, who 
was allegedly the only older 
person in the house prior to the 
incident, claims after the late 
Zota returned from school, she 
enteredhis room, greeted him 
b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  h e r  
mother’sbedroom after which 
he locked his door.

E y e w i t n e s s  
Obediahcontinues that while 
he was in his room, he learnt 
that little Zota had left the 
house for the shop but 
disclosed: “It was not too long 
when the other little girl called 

and need total overhaul.  
IMF directors agreed that 

the Central Bank of Liberia 
(CBL) should tighten monetary 
policy with the objective of 
reducing inflation to single 
digits by 2021, noting that 
while the financial soundness 
indicators show that the 
banking sector in Liberia 
a p p e a r s  a d e q u a t e l y  
capitalized, the CBL should 
enhance its  supervisory 
efforts.

They highlighted the need 
to prioritize strengthening the 
CBL’s supervisory, regulatory, 
and resolution frameworks in 
light of the elevated level of 
nonperforming loans, focusing 
on measures that improve loan 
underwriting standards.

IMF also points that in the 
context of the development 
agenda, aggressive efforts 
should be made to strengthen 
governance and reduce 
corruption, advising the 
authorities here to upgrade 
their anticorruption and 
AML/CFT frameworks in line 
with international standards.

More recently, new risks 
have emerged in the areas of 
autonomy, governance, and 
currency operations.

 But the CBL Board continues 
to operate with acting 
members without stable 
a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  w h i c h  
u n d e r m i n e s  i t s  
autonomy.However, with the 
nomination of Mr. Tarlue, that 
new risk should be handled if 
members of the Liberian 
Senate give their approval.

 Two investigative reports by 
the Presidential Investigative 
Team (PIT) and KrollAssociates 
Inc. on currency operations 
(released in February 2019) did 
not find hard evidence of large-
scale theft of newly printed 
banknotes, as had been 
reported in the local media. 
However, they did note 
significant discrepancies and 
weak controls at all stages of 
the currency procurement and 
storage process. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

house, calling for help.
Meanwhile, the Police have 

Murder or suicide?
By Ben P. Wesee

Governor Tarlue faces Senate
By E. Nathaniel Daygbor
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his 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
2015 trophies.

H e  f i n i s h e d  a b o v e  
Dutchman Virgil van Dijk and 
Po r tuga l ' s  t h i rd -p laced  
Ronaldo, who has won the 
award five times.

"I am very lucky, I am 
blessed. I hope I will continue 
for a long time," Messi told 
reporters. "I realize that I'm 
lucky even if one day it will be 
time to retire," added the 32-
year-old.

"It will be tough but I still 
have some years ahead of 
me. Time flies so I will enjoy 
football and my family."

Senegal's Sadio Mane, who 
along with runner-up Van Dijk 
a n d  f e l l o w  L i v e r p o o l  
nominees Alisson Becker of 
Brazil and Egypt's Mohamed 
Salah, helped the Merseyside 
club win the Champions 
League, came fourth in the 
p o l l  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
journalists.

ionel Messi claimed 
a  record  s i x th  LBallon d'Or award 

o n  M o n d a y,  b e a t i n g  
L i v e r p o o l ' s  l e a d i n g  
nominees and Cristiano 
Ronaldo to lift soccer's most 
prest ig ious  indiv idual  
trophy.

The Argentine, who won 
the Liga title with Barcelona 
but only managed third 
place in the Copa America 
with his country, added to 
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