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wandan gospel music 
artist Kizito Mihigo 
has been found dead R

in a police cell, officers say.
It comes three days after 

he was arrested near the 
border with Burundi.

Police accused him of 
attempting to flee the 
country and join rebel groups 
fighting against Rwanda. He is 
banned from leaving Rwanda 
due to a previous conviction.

Mihigo was best known for 
the songs Inuma (pigeon) and 
Igisobanuri cy'urupfu (the 
m e a n i n g  o f  d e a t h ) . A  
statement shared on social 
media by police spokesman JB 
Kabeera said Mihigo's body 
was found during a routine 
check by officers at Remera 
police station on Monday 
morning. The spokesman gave 
no further details.

Mihigo had been charged 
with corruption and illegal 
border crossing, local media 
report.

The Rwanda Investigation 
Bureau accused the singer of 
attempting to bribe people 
who had seen him.A resident 
i n  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  

Nyaruguru district told BBC 
Great Lakes that on Thursday 
villagers had stopped the 
musician, who was carrying a 
heavy bag, and handed him 
over to police."I was there, I 
saw him. Villagers who stopped 
him said he was trying to cross 
to Burundi using illegal roads. 
From here to the border it's 

say Mihigo had no intention of 
joining rebels in Burundi but he 
in fact wanted to get to 
Belgium where he had lived 
before.

They also do not believe he 
killed himself in the police cell 
and think he was murdered.

In 2015, the singer was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
after being convicted of 
planning to kill President Paul 
Kagame and inciting hatred 
against the government.

He was pardoned by the 
president in 2018 on condition 
that he only leave the country 
with judicial permission.But 
government critics think he 
was targeted because of his 
music.

less than five minutes' walk," 
the resident, who declined to 
be named, said.Some of 
Mihigo's fans took to social 
media demanding answers 
from the government about his 
death.

Activists in the diaspora 
have dismissed the statement 
from the Rwandan police. They 

In one song he suggested 
everyone killed during the 1994 
g e n o c i d e  s h o u l d  b e  
remembered whether they 
were ethnic Hutus or Tutsis. 
The authorities saw this as 
openly challenging the official 
narrative that it was a genocide 
of the Tutsis.

Mr Kagame is a Tutsi, who 
came to power as head of a 
rebel group which forced from 
power the Hutu extremist 
government behind the mass 
killings.Mihigo was once close 
to Mr Kagame's governing 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF). 
He is a survivor of the 1994 
genocide and is well known for 
his reconciliation work and 
religious songs. BBC

t least 20 people, 
m a n y  o f  t h e m  Aw o m e n  a n d  

children, have been killed in a 
stampede in south-eastern 
Niger, reports say.

R e f u g e e s  f r o m  
neighbouring Nigeria were 
queuing for food and money in 
the town of Diffa when the 
i n c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e ,  

according to local sources.
Ten other people were 

injured.
The region is home to 

around 120,000 people  
displaced by years of violence 
carried out by Boko Haram 
militants in north-eastern 
Nigeria.People rushed forward 
to collect aid supplies when 
the gates of the facility were 

opened early on Monday, the 
BBC's Is'haq Khalid in Nigeria 
reports.The aid was provided 
by the governor of Nigeria's 
Borno state who was visiting 
refugee camps in the area, 
according to AFP news agency.

Militant Islamist group Boko 
Haram and its offshoots have 
waged a brutal insurgency in 
Nigeria since 2009.BBC

U states have agreed 
to launch a new Emilitary mission off 

the Libyan coast to enforce a 
shaky UN arms embargo.

The 27 governments still 
have to draft a legal text for 
the mission, after agreeing it 
in principle in Brussels.

"The main objective is the 
a r m s  e m b a r g o , "  s a i d  
Luxembourg Foreign Minister 
Jean Asselborn.

T h e  U N - r e c o g n i s e d  
government in Tripoli is under 
attack from the forces of Gen 
Khalifa Haftar, which control 
most of eastern and southern 
Libya.

The EU's new naval and air 
mission is to operate in the 
eastern Mediterranean, away 
from the migrant-smuggling 
routes from Libya which have 
caused bitter divisions in the 
EU.

Italy's Foreign Minister Luigi 
Di Maio said that if the EU ships 
proved to be a "pull factor" for 
migrants desperate to reach 
Europe "the mission will be 
stopped".Under international 
law EU ships - whether 
military or civilian - are 
obliged to rescue people in 
distress at sea.

Former Italian Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini took a 
hard stance on migrant boats, 
implementing a closed ports 
policy.Austria led opposition 
to renewing EU naval patrols 
off the Libyan coast, but 
finally accepted a new mission 
with a different mandate from 
Operation Sophia, which had 
sought to stop people-
smuggling gangs.

Operation Sophia began in 

2015 and its mandate ends in 
March. Last year Italy blocked 
the deployment of new ships, 
accusing its EU partners of a 
lack of solidarity, as Italy has 
had to cope with the largest 
n u m b e r s  o f  i r r e g u l a r  
migrants.

Many of those rescued off 
Libya are refugees from the 
wars in Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  But  many 
impoverished migrants from 
sub-Saharan Africa also risk 
their lives on unseaworthy 
boats, desperate to flee the 
violence and abuse that are 
rife in Libya.

As in Syria, international 
rivalries are being played out 
in Libya, and that competition 
is fuelling arms deliveries to 
the warring sides.

Gen  Haf ta r ' s  L ibyan  
National Army (LNA) has 
support from the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt, France and 
Russia, while the Tripoli 
government has the backing of 
Turkey, Qatar and Italy, among 
others.EU foreign affairs chief 
Josep Borrell said the EU 
would not be able to patrol 
the Egypt-Libya land border, 
across which artillery is still 
being supplied to Gen Haftar's 
forces. BBC

At least 20 killed in 
Niger aid stampede

Rwandan gospel singer 
found dead in police cell

EU agrees new Libya 
patrols to stop arms flow
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YDNEY – Since 2018, large antigovernment 
protests – what some term the Arab Spring 2.0 – Shave reverberated across the Middle East. 

Protesters decry corruption, sectarianism, and 
economic stagnation. Like the Arab uprisings a 
decade ago, these protests have successfully 
unseated key leaders – prime ministers have 
resigned in Lebanon, Iraq, and Jordan, and long-
term dictators were toppled in Sudan and Algeria.

In 2011, protests died down after leaders were 
forced out. But this time, they have continued, 
highlighting the region’s crisis of governance and 
citizenship, which cannot adequately be addressed 
by rotating the head on a dysfunctional body politic.

Government forces and associated militias in Iraq 
and Lebanon have attempted to quash protests 
through violence and intimidation, but protesters 
have remained undeterred. As a result, the 
authorities in these countries have turned to the 
example of the region’s more authoritarian 
governments, like Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Both have 
managed to quell active dissent more successfully – 
at least for the time being – through aggressive 
media suppression and information manipulation, in 
addition to violent repression and arrests. For these 
countries’ leaders, the permissive media and 
information environment was responsible for the 
protests that rocked the Arab world in 2011.

In Egypt, for example, President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
has been waging war on any fact or analysis that runs 
remotely counter to his regime’s interests, and he is 
successfully controlling the media through 
comprehensive constitutional and legislative 
changes. The Egyptian government has facilitated 
arrests with sweeping media laws that criminalize 
the dissemination of “false news” (meaning 
coverage that contradicts official government 
statements). There is also draft legislation under 
discussion that would criminalize the spread of 
rumors, with a cabinet-supervised body responsible 
for parsing what people whisper among themselves.

Last November’s raid on the offices of Mada Masr, 
Egypt’s last remaining major independent media 
outlet, is but one example of the country’s 
comprehensive assault on the media. Security 
officials arrested three journalists, claiming that 
Mada Masr had spread false information and had 
links to the Muslim Brotherhood (which the 
government considers a terrorist organization). In 
truth, the government conducted the raid to 
discredit Mada Masr after it published an 
unflattering article about Sisi’s son, Mahmoud. In 
this case, the detained journalists were released, 
but many have not been so lucky.

Indeed, only China and Turkey lock up more 
journalists than Egypt and Saudi Arabia, where the 
number of jailed journalists and dissidents has risen 
steadily since 2011. Since coming to power in 2017, 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) has 
overseen a ruthless campaign against dissenters, 
epitomized by the 2018 murder of dissident Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, a permanent resident of 
the United States, at the Kingdom’s consulate in 
Istanbul.

MBS has not stopped at journalists; anyone 
perceived as a political opponent is fair game. Last 
November, police arrested eight writers and 
entrepreneurs, most of whom were not active 
dissidents. Two of them, the writers Abdulmajeed 
al-Buluwi and Badr al-Rashed, had even publicly 
supported MBS’s economic-reform agenda in an 
effort to atone for past criticism. As in Egypt, the 
Saudi authorities have claimed that those arrested 
were working to destabilize the government on 

behalf of a foreign power. This was the gist of social 
media campaigns run by MBS’s media adviser, Saud al 
Qatani, to discredit journalists and dissidents.

Countries like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey have 
not faced major consequences and nor have they 
weathered international backlash for their repression 
and manipulation of the media. This has not only 
emboldened their repressive regimes; it has 
convinced other governments currently facing 
protests to use similar methods.

In Iraq, the government has blamed the media for 
promoting the popular frustration driving large-scale 
demonstrations against widespread corruption, high 
unemployment, poor public services, and Iranian 
interference. In November 2019, the media regulator 
blocked transmissions from Dijlah TV, a Jordan-based 
Iraqi broadcaster, and temporarily shut down its 
Baghdad offices, along with those of 11 other media 
outlets, over alleged violations of licensing rules. It 
also issued warnings to five other organizations to 
“adapt their discourse” about the protests to 
broadcasting rules.

Journalists have also been detained by security 
services and targeted by associated militias. Last year, 
unidentified armed assailants invaded the Baghdad 
offices of four broadcasters, ransacking studios and 
offices, stealing equipment, and assaulting 
employees. The government has cut Internet service 
numerous times during the protests, at significant cost 
to the Iraqi economy.

In Lebanon, often viewed as an oasis of media 
openness in the region, the government has 
increasingly been intimidating and arresting its critics 
in an effort to subdue the demonstrations that began 
in October 2019. Protesters’ complaints about the 
government’s failings – including its capture by an 
elite political class – can easily be twisted into charges 
of fomenting sectarianism, which is illegal under the 
constitution. Defamation is another charge used to 
discredit protesters and journalists.

Supporters of the country’s ruling parties have 
marshaled their forces to intimidate protesters and 
pressure service providers to shut down the social 
media accounts of protest leaders and prominent 
journalists. Those accounts are crucial because 
mainstream Lebanese media, controlled by political 
parties, have barely covered the protests. Politically 
controlled news outlets have also spread 
disinformation and claimed that foreign powers 
backed the protests in an attempt to weaken Lebanon.

Yet both the Lebanese and Iraqi governments have 
been markedly less successful than their authoritarian 
neighbors at using information-suppression tactics to 
keep citizens in line. Demonstrators seem intent on 
keeping up the fight until their governments genuinely 
respond to their demands, and media suppression has 
served only to highlight alternative media and 
communication channels.

Autocratic regimes have long understood that 
discrediting or suppressing the press is easier and 
more effective than using violence to maintain power, 
even if that control comes at the expense of the 
openness and economic dynamism that these 
countries desperately need. But the experiences of 
Iraq and Lebanon suggest that this approach has its 
limits. Although both countries face deep structural 
challenges, and journalists, writers, and intellectuals 
remain at risk, their political systems’ dependence on 
power-sharing arrangements has prevented dissenting 
voices from being entirely silenced.

Egypt and Saudi Arabia have shown that, when a government lacks legitimacy, 
its best chance of holding onto power is by suppressing unfavorable information. 
But the experiences of Iraq and Lebanon suggest that this approach has limits in 
political systems that depend on power-sharing arrangements.
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LIBERIAN JOURNALISTS CURRENTLY mourn the sudden passing of 
one of their very best, Koboi  Zenu Miller of OK FM 99.5on Saturday, 
14 February  after an cruel encounter with state security forces 
during a national county sports meet in January at the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville.

A PROFICIENT BROADCASTER, talk show host and sports 
commentator, the late Zenu had gone to commentate or cover the 
match between Grand Kru and Nimba counties when he reportedly 
encountered ruthless officers of the elite presidential guard, 
Executive Protective Service who beat him on 26 January 2020, 
leaving him to complain of chest pains up to his abrupt demise.    
   
“I WAS ATTACKED tonight at the SKD [“Samuel Kanyon Doe” 
Stadium] by EPS [Executive Protective Service] officers in the full 
view of the EPS director. Gosh!!!”,  Zenu had posted subsequently 
on his Facebook page following the incident.

WHAT LEVEL OF investigated was conducted by  the EPS following 
the alleged flogging is not clear but Zenu departed this world in 
pain, abandoning his loving family and relatives, friends and 
professional colleagues. He reportedly died at the ELWA Hospital in 
Paynesville.

THOUGH THE REAL cause of death may be established later, we 
demand a thorough investigation from the government, especially, 
authorities of the EPS to ascertain what transpired on 26 January 
that led to the brutal flogging of the deceased and his subsequent 
death.

NOTWITHSTANDING, THIS IS how much we know about security 
brutalities resulting to injuries and deaths under the Weah 
administration: On January 6, armed police dispersed peaceful 
protesters with teargas and water canisters, arresting at least 26 on 
the grounds of the Capitol where they had converged to demand 
answers from the government to earlier petitions, while on 
Tuesday, 15 October 2019 police teargased protesting students in 
the streets of Monrovia, demanding their teachers to return to the 
classroom. Then on November 7, 2019 police shot and killed a 
teenager and wounded two others in Kingsville, Montserrado 
County while dispersing angry residents, who had erected a 
roadblock to demand the death of a juvenile. A year later, a police 
commander had chased a motorcyclist and shot him at point blank 
before shooting himself in his hand, portraying that he was attack. 
These are among some of the many excesses by state security forces 
against the civilian population over the period.  

THAT THE LATE Journalist Miller wrote on his Facebook following 
his beating by EPS officers the incident happened in the presence of 
the director of the institution, Trokon Roberts, is of grave concern 
and should be investigated. How the EPS chief could allegedly 
allowed such inhumane behavior occurred in his presence without 
intervening?

EVEN AFTER THE incident, there was no official condemnation or 
comment because attacks against journalists in Liberia have 
become a norm. From time to time, journalists have been 
manhandled and their gadgets destroyed by state security officers 
without proper redress. This has to stop! These are patriotic 
citizens providing selfless contributions to the Motherland. They 
should be accorded due courtesies and respect.

ZENU DID NOT deserve to have died the way he departed – at the 
cruel hands of security officers protecting the President. This is why 
the authorities should conduct an investigation characterized by an 
autopsy to unearth nothing else but the whole truth.

THE JOURNALISM PROFESSION, the Press Union of Liberia and the 
entire country have lost one of the best species of ours while serving 
in the line of duty at the time he was needed more. Our hearts bleed 
for his early departure in a manner that is so despicable.    

Our hearts bleed for Journalist Miller
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The New Wave of Middle
-East Media Repression

By Lydia Khalil
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ASHINGTON, DC – The US presidential election in November is the most 
consequential in modern history. Whether the increasingly authoritarian, Wvindictive, and dangerous Donald Trump wins another four years in power could 

define the US for a long time to come.

This year’s election will be no typical struggle between two parties that differ more in 
degree than in kind. But first, the Democrats must select their candidate, and this time that 
contest is exceptionally fluid.

Former Vice President Joe Biden’s third attempt to win the country’s top job isn’t going 
much better than the first two. Biden is a well-liked figure – a decent, empathetic man who 
lacks a mean streak. But Biden’s very likability might well be his electoral undoing. He lacks 
what I call presidentialness – a certain dignity and remoteness that conveys the sense that 
crossing him or her would be unwise. He also lacks a message: reminding Democrats that he 
was Barack Obama’s vice president tells voters little about how he would govern.

Nor is it surprising that the air has gone out of Elizabeth Warren’s campaign. At the outset, 
she responded to questions by saying, “I have a plan for that.” She’s knowledgeable about 
domestic government and has attracted a passionate following. But she seemed not to grasp 
that enacting so many new programs would be impossible. Several of her Senate colleagues 
– including allies – told me early on that she wouldn’t “wear well.” They dislike her “holier-
than-thou” attitude. There’s a coldness to her that all the selfies with fans don’t quite 
overcome.

Senator Bernie Sanders, too, is a victim of over-promising. He still does best among the 
youngest voters; most older voters question how he would pay for all his promises, including 
free tuition at public colleges and forgiveness of student debt.

Both Warren and Sanders have run into trouble with “Medicare for All,” universal health 
insurance. No one has shown how replacing Obamacare with a single-payer system wouldn’t 
raise taxes on the middle class, and some unions oppose it because it would replace the 
better health-care plans they negotiated, having given up other benefits. (Warren later 
adjusted her proposal, but not convincingly.)

Sanders, a self-proclaimed “democratic socialist,” is a worrisome figure at a time when 
party unity is seen as crucial to defeating Trump. Sanders’s ideological rigidity limits his 
following, and so he has failed to grow his constituency. Although he won New Hampshire, 
which borders his home state, Vermont, he won 50% fewer votes than in 2016. But right now, 
he cannot be ruled out as a strong possibility for the nomination.

Helped by a political press looking for a new story and by a good debate performance four 
nights before the New Hampshire primary, Senator Amy Klobuchar turned a third-place 
finish there (she was fifth in Iowa) into a “surge.” But debates are a poor indicator of a 
presidency: they test likeability, cleverness, and a vision, but they reveal little about 
candidates’ temperament, judgment, curiosity, wisdom, and diplomatic skill.

For now, Klobuchar’s bump has overshadowed her reputation for meanness in dealing with 
staff, which has caused difficulty in attracting and retaining top-tier aides. But Klobuchar 
also lacks a vision. She recites an apparently impressive record of winning elections in 
Minnesota, where she hasn’t had strong opposition, and emphasizes her modest origins (her 
grandfather was a coal miner). What she doesn’t point out is her corporate backing, 
including by the agribusiness giant Cargill, America’s largest privately held company – and 
one of the most controversial.

Pete Buttigieg, 38, has been the most surprising phenomenon in the contest, thanks to his 
sharp intellect and unusual composure. His rivals deride his political experience as mayor of 
a small city (South Bend, Indiana), but that has familiarized him with how federal programs 
work. He volunteered for the military and served in Afghanistan, and he’s given more 
thought to foreign policy than most of his rivals (except Biden). He handles being a married 
gay man with aplomb. He has a wry sense of humor and can subtly skewer an opponent in a 
way that recalls Obama.

But is that enough to win? Bill Clinton projected empathy. Americans saw Obama cry 
following the Sandy Hook elementary school massacre in 2012. It’s hard to imagine seeing 
Buttigieg cry. He can come off as the reserved McKinsey planner he once was. That, as much 
as controversial personnel decisions he took as mayor, may underlie his difficulty so far in 
attracting support from minority voters. And while one can imagine Buttigieg’s sharp 
intellect and quick sense of humor unnerving Trump, it’s unknown whether the electorate as 
a whole would be as accepting of a gay candidate as Democratic voters are.

Once Mike Bloomberg, a three-term New York City mayor, rose in opinion polls, he began to 
get closer scrutiny – which has landed him in choppy waters. For example, he has been 
accused of racism, essentially because of his “stop-and-frisk” program as mayor, and of 
misogyny in his business practices; vulgar statements he made before becoming mayor are 
now being circulated. But Bloomberg has drawn upon his enormous wealth to self-finance 
his campaign and build important alliances by donating to candidates and offering training 
grants to mayors, most of them black, and helping women advance.

Moreover, Bloomberg’s governing experience and his calm competence make him attractive 
to many. But his major draw is that he’s viewed as the best equipped to defeat Trump, who 
seems rattled by the prospect of facing a challenger who is far wealthier than he is (and 
evidently privy to his unseemly New York business practices).

To be able to buy political advantage may be unfair or wrong, but Trump is such an alarming 
figure that many voters so far appear willing to overlook what they would never forgive 
otherwise. That’s because the 2020 election is being fought at a time of crisis for American 
democracy.
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The White Swans of 2020

By Nouriel Roubini

Who Can Beat Trump?

By Elizabeth Drew
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GCF Earmarks Over US$100 M for Liberia’s Climate Resilient Projects
embers from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
Board have agreed to fund three major Mprojects in Liberia worth over US$ 100 

Million at the just ended Informal Board Meeting.
The GCF is a global fund created to support the 

efforts of developing countries to respond to the 
challenge of climate change. The Fund is a platform 
that allows investment in low-emission and climate-
resilient development, which will help countries 
reduce their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 
adapt to climate change.

At the GCF Board informal meeting which convened 
from 5-7 February 2020 at the Farmington Hotel in 
Margibi, County andtechnical meeting which 

subsequently ran from 9-12 February 2020, the 
decision was reached and Liberia wasaccepted to 
execute three major projects which include; a 
Climate Information System Project, an Integrated 
Agriculture Ecotourism Project and the Monrovia 
Metropolitan Climate Resilient Project thatwould 
witness the construction of a costal defense in the 
township of West Point and other areas vulnerable to 
coastal erosion. All these will be done in sequence. 

The meetings, which were also encompassed with 
bilateral as well as excursionsto the once famous 
Hotel Africa, and West Point afforded members of the 
GCF Board the opportunity to understand and see for 
themselves the level of threats climate change poses 

to Liberia and its people.
Following the tours and technical meeting, the 

National Designated Authority (NDA)of the GCFand 
Executive Director of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Dr. Nathaniel T. Blama, said the board 
agreed to fast track Liberia’s funding proposal and 
toprovide financial supports through various projects 
in sequencenational and global perspective.

Dr. Blama disclosed that the country’s strategic plan 
document is ready to go. “Thisstrategic plan is 
expected to be finally approved in B.25 (March 8- 12, 
2020)”.

CONT’D ON PAGE 6



NEW DAWN   6www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    2020                              

More headline news   More headline news

n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
D e v e l o p m e n t  UProgram (UNDP) 

Resident Coordinator Kingsley 
O. Amaning says peace and 
stability in the Mano River 
Union (MR) member states are 
c r i t i c a l  t o  deepen i ng  

democracy, fostering good 
governance and sustaining 
development in the sub-
region.

Mr. Amaning’s caution to 
the sub-region came at the 
start of a three – day MRU and 
UNDP ac t i on  p l ann ing  

n the midst of gasoline 
s h o r t a g e  h e r e ,  IMonrovia City Mayor 

Jefferson T. Koijee calls on 
P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah’s government to 
investigate and bring to book 
all those responsible for the 
government’s problems, 
especially the shortage of 
petroleum on the market.

“We all also extend thanks 
to the students community 
for exercising restraint during 
this process, but we are 
c a l l i n g  o n  n a t i o n a l  
government to bring to book 
all those officials who 
continue to bring unexpected 
embarrassment  to  our  
country,” Koijee said on 
Sunday evening, 16 February.

Speaking at the 198th 
anniversary celebration of 
the Monrovia Day in the 
theater of the Monrovia City 
Hall, Mayor Koijee said he is 
cognizant of the hard 
economic situation in the 
country due to the petroleum 
shortage which has impeded 
economic activities.

He however expresses 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  
government of Sierra Leone 
and petroleum importers for 

meeting Monday, 17 February at 
a hotel in Sinkor, suburb of 
Monrovia which brings together 
representatives from the UN, 
E C O WA S ,  M R U  a n d  t h e  
Government of Liberia.   

According to Mr. Amaning, 
the spread of diseases such as 

HIV Aids, Ebola, environmental 
liquidation, climate change, 
and government challenges, 
particularly non-concession 
political forms that undermine 
democratic principles and 
values al l  highl ight the 
vulnerability of people in the 

their support in reducing the 
stress.

In his address, Koijee cites 
achievements made by his 
administration, challenges 
encountered and plans for the 
upcoming year.

He narrates that in 2019, the 
Monrovia City Corporation 
(MCC) formulated seven 
administrative policies, some 
o f  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e  
Amendment of Human Resource 
Manual, the Internal Audit 

genera t ion  th rough  an  
improved service delivery.

Giving the overview of the 
ce lebrat ion,  MCC staf f  
Lawrence Flomo says Monrovia 
D a y  c e l e b r a t i o n  i s  i n  
fulfillment of Ordinance 4 
which declares February 16 of 
each year as a holiday in the 
city of Monrovia to be observed 
by citizens and residents of 
Monrovia.

“Our gathering here is to 
celebrate this historic day, and 
the purpose of this celebration 
is [to] create awareness, to 
preach the message of peace 
and  t ranqu i l i t y  among  
residents of Monrovia and the 
country at large,” Mr. Flomo 
explains.

I n  f u r t h e r a n c e ,  h e  
mentioned that Climate 
Information System (CIS) 
projectis also expected to be 
finally approved at the board’s 
26th meeting in June of 2020. 
“This projectwill provide and 
e q u i p p e d  t h e  R o b e r t  
International Airport with a 
Radar  systemand other  
equ i pmen t  t o  mon i t o r  
activities in its airspace.

The NDA indicated that 
media practitioners would also 
be train under the CIS project 
t o  p r o v i d e  a c c u r a t e  
information on climate and 
daily weather update through 
the different electronic media 
across the country.

The GCF Board, according 
to Dr. Blama is again expected 
to approve the Monrovia 
Metropolitan Climate Resilient 
Project, which is intended to 
implement a variety of coastal 
defense activities to protect 
five hotspots including West 
Point which are vulnerable to 
coastal erosion when the team 
gather this year in October at 
its 27th meeting.Furthermore, 
“the Integrated Agriculture 
Ecotourism Project would also 
get approve in December 2020 
when members of the GCF 
Board gather for their  
28thBoard Meeting (B28)”.

“The three projects will be 
executed by the United 
N a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Programme (UNDP), Africa 
Development  Bank  and 
In ternat iona l  Fund  fo r  

sub-region.
T h e  U N D P  Re s i d e n t  

Coordinator continues that 
these things affect each 
c o u n t r y ,  p o l a r i z e  
communities, exacerbate 
gr ievances,  destabi l ize 
regions and demand their 
effort to achieve inclusive 
sustainable development.

“This is not a suggestion 
that the region is without 
success. Political transitions 
have been recorded as well as 
promotion of human rights 
and economic growth in 
recent time,” he says.

“Allow me at this point to 
commend the Mano River 
Union and UNDP for organizing 
this strategies planning 
workshop and for providing it 
with optimized condition for 
success,” Mr. Amaning notes.

He further mentions that 
besides the holding of the 
conference, the UNDP wishes 
to recognize the Government 
of Liberia’s commitment to 
sub-regional stability and 
integration.

He also highlights the level 
of partnership between the 
Mano River Union and the 
United Nations Office for West 
Africa for the organization of 
the high level meeting on 
peace and stability with focus 
on the joint - border security 
and confidence - building 

P o l i c y  M a n u a l ,  t h e  
Procurement Manual, and the 
Financial Manual, among 
others.

He points out that with the 
help of international financial 
reporting standards, the MCC 
has enhanced reforms in 
public financial management 
by expanding the revenue 
section of the institution for 
the establishment of the 
revenue department for the 
i n c r e a s e  o f  r e v e n u e  

For his part, ECOWAS 
Ambassador to Liberia Mr. 
BabatundeAjisomo praises the 
City Government for the high 
level of work being done, and 
the awareness carried to 
provide education for citizens.

He notes that all of the 
foreign embassies are here in 
Monrovia, and therefore it is a 
pleasure for them to be part of 
this celebration.

“We are pleased with your 
achievement, and we want to 
urge you to do more,” he says, 
assuring that the international 
community will do what it can 
do to support the great 
council.—Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)”, Dr. Blama mentioned.

On the other hand, The 
M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e  
Development and Planning, Mr. 
Samuel D. Tweh, Jr in a 
b i lateral  met with the 
delegation from the United 
Kingdom (UK) and the GCF on 
h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  a  
Transformational Climate 
Re s i l i e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Portfolio for Liberia using the 
World Bank and other countries 
(UK, Norway Germany, France, 
USA,) as means of leveraging 
GCF platform to source finance 
in the turn of US $100-200 
million. The Minister is 
e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a d  i n  
collaboration with EPA in 
setting up a team and crafting a 
road map to making this a 
reality as well.

The Executive Director of 
EPA, in closing of the technical 
meeting lauded members of 
the GCF Board for accepting to 
meet in Liberia. He thanked his 
Excellency Dr. George M. Weah 
for the level of support he 
provided for the meeting.

Dr.  Blama, expressed 
gratitude to ministers of 
Finance, Foreign Affairs for 
also helping to ensure the 
meeting was held here. He 
gratefully acknowledged and 
also thanked officers of the 
Liberia National Police and the 
Liberia Immigration Services 
f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  
protection during the duration 
of the meeting.

UNDP Resident Representative Aeneas ChumaMRU Secretary General Madina Wesseh

CONT’D ON PAGE 7
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UN advises MRU on deepening democracy
By Ben P. Wesee

Koijee wants officials investigated
By Lewis S. Teh 

GCF Earmarks Over
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res ident  George 
Manneh Weah says 
corruption, waste P

and the abuse of public 
resources have continuously 
u n d e r m i n e d  L i b e r i a ’s  
development  s ince i t s  
independence.

Speaking Monday, 17 
February at the dedication of  
state-of-the-art facilities at 
the Internal Audit Agency 
( IAA)  in  Congo  Town,  
President Weah indicated 

that past administrations 
have done what they could to 
fight corruption, but with 
little or no success.

The facilities aim to 
strengthen the IAA in the 
execution of its mission to 
u n c o v e r  a n d  p r e v e n t  
corruption and fraud in the 
M i n i s t r i e s ,  A g e n c i e s ,  
Commissions, and other 
State-owned Enterprises of 
government.

President Weah says in 

he Liberia National 
Police (LNP) has Ta n n o u n c e d  a n  

investigation against a 32 - 
year - old man identified as 
Arthur  Boy  Harr i s  for  
impersonating and receiving 
money under false pretense.

According to police’s 
preliminary investigation, 
suspect Harris allegedly 
collected US$500 from victim 
James Mark Sackie while 
purporting as Minister of 
State for Presidential Affairs 
Nathaniel McGill.  

According to a police 
statement released Monday, 
18 February, victim Sackie 
told police investigators that 
the suspect promised to do 
everything possible to give 
him a job in government. 

spite of their efforts, officials of 
government continued to 
violate the public trust with 
impunity.

He recalls his Inaugural 
Address in which he pledged to 
step up the fight against 
corruption.

In fulfillment of this pledge, 
President Weah says his 
administration has committed 
significant resources to anti-
graft institutions, including the 
IAA.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  
government will continue to 

provide the necessary support 
that these institutions need to 
do their job.

‘’Besides providing such 
support, my administration is 
presently prosecuting those 
Government employees who 
have been found to be engaged 
i n  t h e s e  u n w h o l e s o m e  
practices. All those found guilty 
will be dealt with in keeping 
with the full weight of the law,’’ 
he notes.

According to President 

The victim says after paying 
the US$500, he later attempted 
to verify the number used by 

He reveals that after 
visiting the Ministry of State 
for Presidential Affairs, he 
later found out that the 
number did not match that of 
Minister McGill. 

Victim McGill explains that 
he then planned a strategy of 

unit.
For her part, Mano River 

Union Secretary General Amb. 
Medina Wesseh discloses that 
the MRU is pleased to join 
ranks with the United Nations 
Development Program and all 
other foreign states to craft a 
clear path for action and 
activities which will forester 
peace, democracy, dialogue, 
economic development and 

6-14 February 2020. The three 
meetings were preceded by 
technical meetings from 
Member States. 

Deliberations at the Joint 
Statutory Meetings mainly 
focused on prospects for 
attaining the West African 
single currency as contained in 
t h e  Re v i s e d  Ro a d m a p  
approved by the Authority of 
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
Government, promotion of 
regional trade and policy 
harmonization within the 
region. 

Other issues that were 
discussed included exchange 
rates developments of the 
currencies of ECOWAS member 
countries, proposal for an 
ECOWAS So l idar i ty  and  
Stabilization Fund to deal with 
external  shocks in the 
m o n e t a r y  u n i o n ,  a n d  
data/statistical harmonization 
as important requirements for 
t h e  s i n g l e  c u r r e n c y  
programme. 

The free movement of 
capital within the ECOWAS 
region and the harmonization 
of their business environment 
were discussed, as were the 
issues of financial inclusion, 
non-performing loans (NPLs), 
and rising cyber-security risks 
in the financial system.

WAIFEM, a capacity building 
institute, was set up on 22 July 
1996 to develop competencies 
in macroeconomic, debt, and 
financial sector management 
among the staff of member 
central banks, ministries of 
f inance,  and economic  
planning as well as other public 
sector and private institutions. 

W e a h ,  s i n c e  i t s  
establishment, the IAA has 
been doing a commendable 
job in cleaning government’s 
payrolls of ghost workers and 
several million dollars have 
been saved from such 
exercises conducted at the 
Ministries of Health and 
Education.

‘’From these savings, 
Government was able to take 
on the responsibility of paying 
health workers who were 
previously being paid by 
donors, and to put volunteer 
teachers on the Government’s 
payroll,’’ President Weah 
explains.

He says the practice of 
payroll padding through the 
placement of ghost names on 
payrolls is a phenomenon 
which has existed in many 
previous administrations, 
none of which has been 
successful in eradicating it.

Also speaking, IAA Director 
General Emmanuel B. Nyeswa 
says since 2018 to 2019, the 
I A A  h a s  a c h i e v e d  a  
lot,including the payroll audit 
of the Ministry of Health, 
savingUS$1.3million, the 
Ministry of Education, saving 
US$2.3mill ion, and the 
relocation of head office to 
Tubman Boulevard.

H e  a l s o  c i t e s  t h e  
installation of CCTV, and 
thumbprint sign in machine, 
among others.

Mr. Nyeswa says the 
external auditors could never 
achieve what the IAA has 
achieved in this short period 
of time.

The IAA boss explains 
further that the institution 
has deployed auditors to 52 
ministries and agencies and 
four counties, carrying out an 
effective internal audit 
function and providing 
o v e r s i g h t . - - E d i t e d  b y  
Winston W. Parley

the suspect to establish 
whether it was Minister 
McGill’s number. 

offering to give suspect Harris 
more money in an attempt to 
have him arrested. 

Suspect Harris was arrested 
on 12th Street, Sinkor on 13 
February at 1330hrs PM, and 
held by police pending court 
trial.--Press release

good governance.
She gives thanks to the 

UNDP Regional Director of 
Africa in the most profound 
manner for the serious 
attention paid to the United 
Nations investment [plan] in 
the sub-region with the signing 
o f  i t s  memorandum of  
understanding. --Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

WAMI was set up in Accra, 
Ghana in 2001 to pave the way 
for launching a single currency 
for the West African Monetary 
Z o n e  ( WA M Z )  a n d  t h e  
establishment of a West African 
Central Bank under the 
ECOWAS Monetary Cooperation 
Program (EMCP). 

WAMA, on the other hand, 
was established in 1996 to 
monitor, coordinate and 
implement the EMCP for the 15 
Member States of ECOWAS, 
including the establishment of 
single currency and a common 
central bank by 2020, after 
several postponements.

The College of Supervisors 
of the West African Monetary 
Zone (CSWAMZ), which is part 
of the WAMZ programme, was 
established in 2010 to promote 
financial stability in the WAMZ 
through information sharing, 
cross-border supervision, 
policy harmonization and 
capacity building. 

T h e  J o i n t  S t a t u t o r y  
Meetings of WAMA, WAMI, and 
WAIFEM are held twice a year 
and rotated among Member 
States. The WAMZ meeting was 
climaxed on Friday, February 
14, 2020 with the Council of 
Ministers of Finance and 
Governors of Central Banks of 
WAMZ countries meeting which 
was attended by Hon. Samuel 
D. Tweah, Jr. and the Executive 
Governor Tarlue, accompanied 
by Deputy Governor for 
Economic Policy, Musa Dukuly 
(PhD). The meeting was graced 
by His Excellency Dr. Mohamed 
JuldehJalloh, Vice President of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone. 

Starts from page 6
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es autorités de la 
compagnie Libérienne Lde Raffinerie (LPRC) 

ont annoncél'arrivée de 11 
c a m i o n s - c i t e r n e s  
s u p p l é m e n t a i r e s  p l e i n  
d'essence le dimanche 16 
février, en plus des 11 
pétroliers qui sont arrivés 
quelques jours avant des pays 
voisins.

Les 22 pétroliers ont été 
entièrement achetés par le 
g o u v e r n e m e n t  m a i s  
transportés en partenariat 
avec un distributeur local, 
Aminata & Sons Incorporated.

L’opposition, notamment 
le Parti de la liberté, avait 
précédemment imputé la 
pénurie dans le pays à l'octroi 
par le gouvernement de droits 
de concession à des copains 
qui n'ont aucune expérience et 
d'intégrité dans l'industrie 
pétrolière et l’emprunt 
ultérieur d 'une énorme 
quantité de pétrole dans les 
réserves des principaux 
importateurs pour les livrer à 
des prétendus revendeurs 
fantômes.

" N o u s  a v o n s  d e s  
informations provenant de 
plusieurs sources confirmant 
que ces commerçants fictifs 
auraient refuséde verser le 
fruit de la vente des produits 

L e s  c h a s s e u r s  q u i  
pullulentles forêts libériennes 
ont désormais soit le choix de 
se faire délivrer un agrément 
et faire enregistrer leur fusil 
d e  c h a s s e  à  l a  F D A  
(ForestryDevelopmentAuthor
ity) ou risquer de se faire 
arrêter et poursuivre en 
justice pour violation des 
réglementations de la FDA.

Dans sa déclaration faite 
l o r s  d ' u n  p r o g r a m m e  

LibassaWildlifeSanctuarya 
indiqué que des recherches 
ont montré que le pangolin est 
en voie de disparition dans les 
forêts du Libéria et que ceux 
qui les chassent et les tuent 
doivent cesser.

FrançaisFrançais

pétroliers empruntés aux 
principaux importateurs, ce qui 
aurait empêché ces derniers à 
importer plus de produits 
pétroliers dans le pays", a 
déclaré le parti dans un récent 
communiqué.

Mais le directeur adjoint des 
opérations du LPRC, Bobby 
B r o w n ,  r é a g i s s a n t  p a r  
téléphone mobile, il a dit avoir 
désigné un envoyé de la LPRC 
pour évaluer la quantité réelle 
de produits pétroliers achetés 
etl’escorter vers le stockage de 

marquant la célébration de la 
Journée mondiale du pangolin 
le  week-end dernier  à  
Paynesville City Park à 
l'intersection de Du-Port Road, 
le directeur général de la 
ForestryDevelopmentAuthorit
y (FDA) C. Mike Doryen a mis en 
garde les chasseurs non 
agréésqui, munis de leurs fusils 
de chasse, s’en prennent 
clandestinement aux animaux 
dans la forêt.

Elle a lancé un appel aux 
Libériens, en particulier aux 
chasseurs, pour qu'ils arrêtent 
de tuer le Pangolin car « cet 
animal a le droit de vivre 
comme tout autre animal créé 
par Dieu ».

la LPRC.
S e l o n  c e r t a i n e s  

informations, M. Brown lui-
même auraitaccompagné 
l'envoyé pour acheter le dernier 
lot de 11 camions-citernes 
d'essence en Guinée et en Côte 
d'Ivoire voisines.Lui-même n’a 
n i  n i é ,  n i  c o n f i r m é  
l’information.

Le lot devrait arriver 
aujourd’hui mardi 18 février 
2020.

S e l o n  c e r t a i n e s  

Selon lui, il est exigé par la 
loi que les personnes qui sont 
en possession d'armes et des 
fusils de chasse dans le pays 
veillent à ce que ces armes 
soient enregistrées auprès de 
la FDA. « La FDA arrêtera et 
poursuivra toute personne qui 
s’aventurera dans n'importe 
quelle forêt du Libéria avec 
des fusils de chasse sans avoir 
déclaré ces armes à la FDA ».

Il a fait valoir que nulle part 
au monde les chasseurs ne 
chassent à l'insu et sans le 
consentement de l'autorité de 
régulation forestière.

Il a indiquéque les gardes 
forestiers de la FDA affectés à 
diverses forêts du pays ont 
reçu l'ordre d'arrêter toute 
personne surprise en train de 
chasser dans la forêt avec des 
f u s i l s  d e  c h a s s e  n o n  
enregistrés.

Il a profité de l'occasion 
pour appeler également les 
Libériens, en particulier les 
jeunes, à diffuser le message 
selon lequel tuer le Pangolin 
est illégal et qu'ils peuvent 
être arrêtés s'ils sont surpris en 
train de tuer ou de vendre 
l'animal.

Ayant également fait une 
déclaration à l'occasion, Mme 
J u l i e  V a n a s s c h e  d u  

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

En tant que mère, nous 
sommes passés par tous “les moyens pour qu’Alpha 

Condé arrête de tuer nos 
enfants. Malheureusement, 
cette semaine, Idrissa, âgé de 
15 ans, a été tué. Ce n’est pas 
le fait d’être tué, mais, c’est 
la façon dont on l’a tué. Il a été 
blessé par balles et Alpha 
Condé a donné l’ordre de ne 
plus recevoir les blessés dans 
les hôpitaux publics. Le petit 
aurait pu être sauvé. Mais, 
comme on n’a pas voulu le 
recevoir dans les hôpitaux, il 
s’est vidé de son sang”, a 
accusé Hadja Maimouna 
Diallo, présidente des femmes 
de l’UFDG, ce samedi 15 
février au siège dudit parti.

Pour elle, “même en temps de 
guerre, la Croix rouge est là. 
Personne ne la touche. 
Aujourd’hui, c’est comme s’il 
n’y a pas de Croix rouge dans 
notre pays. Il y a un blessé, 
vous appelez la Croix rouge, ils 
n’osent pas venir. Il faut qu’on 
le dise au monde entier. C’est 
inadmissible et c’est en 
Guinée seulement où la Croix 
rouge ne joue pas son rôle 
régalien parce qu’ils ont peur 
et qu’ils ont été inféodés par 
le pouvoir en place”, a 
martelé Hadja Maimouna 
Diallo.

En ce qui concerne la 
d istr ibut ion des cartes  
d’électeurs pour les élections 
à venir, l’opposante affirme 
que la commission électorale 
nationale indépendante (CENI) 
rencontre des problèmes sur le 
terrain. “Où est-ce que vous 
avez vu qu’on dépose des 

cartes électorales dans les 
gendarmeries, dans les camps 
militaires ou à la préfecture ? 
Depuis quand ce sont ces gens 
qui distribuent les cartes” ? 
s’est-elle interrogée.

Avant de renchérir : “Qu’est-
ce qu’ils font parce que 
personne ne vient prendre les 
c a r t e s ,  i l s  v i e n n e n t  
nuitamment déposer les 
cartes devant les portes des 
f am i l l e s .  Mo i  j e  vou s  
demande, si vous trouvez des 
cartes devant vos portes, 
déchirez-les. C’est des cartes 
qui n’ont aucune valeur 
juridique, ça ne vous servira à 
rien. Déchirez les cartes et 

dites aux chefs de quartier que 
celui qui reçoit les cartes 
d’électeurs chez lui, vous irez 
dans sa maison, sortir les 
cartes et les brûler.”

Et de conclure, “dites à tous 
les chefs de quartiers de ne pas 
recevoir les cartes et le 
matériel électoral. Sinon, vous 
irez dans leurs domiciles, 
prendre le matériel et le 
brûler devant eux.  Refusez 
qu’il y ait des élections dans 
vos quartiers, mobilisez-vous, 
détruisez tout le matériel 
électoral qu’on va déposer 
chez vous. On a dit qu’il n’y 
aura pas d’élections, parce 
qu’on n’ira pas. C’est une 
mascarade électorale. Donc, 
refusons qu’il y ait élection. 
Dans un bureau de vote, il y a 
plus de 300 personnes, 
mobilisez-vous, sortez tout le 
matériel et brûlez “.
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La LPRC combat la 
pénurie d’essence

La FDA menace d'arrêter 
les chasseurs illégaux 

UFDG/Hadja Maimouna demande 
de brûler les cartes d’électeurs

UNDP Resident Representative Aeneas ChumaMRU Secretary General Madina Wesseh
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YDNEY – Depuis 2018, de grands mouvements de 
contestation des gouvernements – parfois Sappelés le Printemps arabe 2.0 – secouent le 

Moyen-Orient. Les manifestants dénoncent la 
corruption, le sectarisme et la stagnation 
économique. Tout comme les soulèvements arabes 
d’il y a dix ans, ces manifestations sont parvenues à 
déloger des dirigeants politiques de premier plan – 
les Premiers ministres ont démissionné au Liban, en 
Irak et en Jordanie, et des dictateurs en place depuis 
longtemps ont été renversés en Algérie et au Soudan.

En 2011, les manifestations s’étaient essoufflées 
après l’éviction des dirigeants contestés. Mais cette 
fois-ci, elles se poursuivent, exposant la crise de 
gouvernance et de citoyenneté de la région, qui ne 
peut être résolue de manière adéquate en 
remplaçant simplement la tête d’un corps politique 
dysfonctionnel.

Les forces gouvernementales et les milices qui leur 
sont associées en Irak et au Liban ont tenté de 
réprimer les mouvements de protestation par la 
violence et l’intimidation, sans pour autant 
décourager les manifestants. Les autorités de ces 
deux pays ont alors pris exemple sur des régimes plus 
autoritaires de la région, comme l’Égypte et l’Arabie 
saoudite. Ces deux pays sont parvenus à étouffer 
avec plus de succès – du moins pour l’instant – toute 
voix dissidente, en bâillonnant les médias et en 
manipulant les informations, en sus des arrestations 
arbitraires et d’une répression violente. Aux yeux des 
dirigeants de ces pays, un environnement trop 
permissif pour les médias et les sources 
d’information était responsable des soulèvements 
qui avaient enflammé le monde arabe en 2011.

En Égypte par exemple, le président Abdel Fattah al-
Sissi mène  une offensive déterminée contre tout 
compte rendu ou analyse qui va un tant soit peu à 
l’encontre des intérêts de son régime et a pris le 
contrôle des médias au moyen de changements 
constitutionnels et législatifs étendus. Les 
arrestations ont été facilitées grâce à des lois 
édictées par le  gouvernement égyptien qui 
criminalisent la diffusion de « fausses nouvelles » 
(c’est-à-dire des reportages qui contredisent les 
déclarations officielles du gouvernement). Un projet 
de loi qui criminaliserait la diffusion de rumeurs est 
également en cours d’examen, avec la mise en place 
d’une instance judiciaire secrète, sous l’égide du 
Parquet général de la sûreté d'État, chargée 
d’analyser ce que les gens échangent discrètement.

Le raid mené en novembre dernier par les forces de 
sécurités égyptiennes dans les locaux du site 
d’information Mada Masr, le dernier grand média 
indépendant du pays, n’est que l’un des exemples de 
l’assaut généralisé du régime contre les médias. Les 
policiers ont arrêté trois journalistes de la rédaction, 
les accusant de répandre de fausses informations et 
d’avoir des liens avec les Frères musulmans 
(considérés comme une organisation terroriste par le 
gouvernement). En réalité, cette perquisition avait 
pour objectif de discréditer Mada Masr après que le 
site ait publié un article peu flatteur sur le fils d’al-
Sissi, Mahmoud. Dans ce cas précis, les journalistes 
ont été relâchés, mais d’autres n’ont pas eu cette 
chance.

En fait, seules la Chine et la Turquie ont emprisonné 
plus de journalistes que l’Égypte et l’Arabie 
saoudite. Dans ce dernier pays, le nombre de 
journalistes et d’opposants incarcérés n’a cessé 
d’augmenter depuis 2011. Dès son arrivée au pouvoir 
en 2017, le prince héritier Mohammed ben Salman 
(MBS) a orchestré une répression sans pitié des 
dissidents, dont un exemple parfait a été l’assassinat 
en 2018 du journaliste saoudien entré en dissidence 
et résident permanent des Etats-Unis Jamal 
Kashoggi, au consulat de l’Arabie saoudite à Istanbul.

MSB ne s’est pas cantonné aux journalistes : toute 

personne perçue comme critique du régime est visée. 
En novembre dernier, la police a arrêté huit écrivains et 
entrepreneurs, qui n’étaient en majorité pas des 
dissidents actifs. Deux d’entre eux, les écrivains 
Abdulmajeed al-Buluwi et Bader al-Rashed, avaient 
même publiquement soutenu le programme de 
réformes socio-économiques de MBS dans l’espoir 
d’atténuer des critiques passées. Comme en Égypte, les 
autorités saoudiennes ont accusé les personnes 
arrêtées d’avoir cherché à déstabiliser le 
gouvernement au nom d’une puissance étrangère. 
Cette allégation était au centre de la  campagne 
acharnée sur les réseaux sociaux menée par Saoud al-
Qahtani, le bras droit du prince héritier, ciblant les 
détracteurs de la monarchie saoudienne.

Ces pays, l’Arabie saoudite, l’Égypte et la Turquie, 
n’ont pourtant pas eu à subir de conséquences 
majeures, ou de sanctions de la communauté 
internationale, pour leur répression et manipulation 
des médias. Cette absence de réaction ne les a pas 
seulement encouragé à durcir leur appareil répressif : 
elle a également incité d’autres gouvernements 
confrontés à des manifestations populaires de recourir 
aux mêmes méthodes.

En Irak, le gouvernement a accusé les médias de se faire 
l’écho de la frustration populaire à l’origine des 
grandes manifestations contre la corruption, le 
chômage, la déliquescence des services publics et 
l’ingérence de l’Iran dans les affaires intérieures. En 
novembre 2019, la Commission irakienne de 
l’information et des communications a suspendu les 
émissions de Dijlah TV, une chaîne irakienne basée en 
Jordanie, et temporairement fermé ses bureaux à 
Bagdad, ainsi que ceux de 11 autres chaînes de 
télévision et stations radio locales, pour avoir 
prétendument « violé les règles d’octroi de licences ». 
La commission a également lancé un avertissement à 
l’encontre de cinq autres organisations, les invitant à « 
adapter leur discours » sur les manifestations aux règles 
de diffusion.

Des journalistes ont également été détenus par les 
forces de sécurité et ciblés par les milices qui leur sont 
associées. L’an dernier, des hommes armés non 
identifiés ont envahi les locaux de quatre 
radiodiffuseurs à Bagdad, saccageant les studios et les 
bureaux, volant du matériel et agressant les employés. 
Le gouvernement a coupé le service Internet à de 
nombreuses reprises pendant les manifestations, 
entraînant des pertes considérables pour l'économie 
irakienne.

Au Liban, souvent perçu comme une oasis de liberté des 
médias dans la région, le gouvernement a de plus en 
plus eu recours à l’intimidation et à l’arrestation des 
voix dissidentes pour tenter de juguler le mouvement 
de contestation populaire qui a éclaté en octobre 2019. 
Les griefs des manifestants concernant l’incompétence 
et la corruption du régime, et la mainmise de l’élite 
politique sur le gouvernement, peuvent aisément être 
transformées en accusations de fomenter le 
sectarisme, ce qu’interdit la Constitution libanaise. La 
diffamation est un autre chef  d’accusation utilisé pour 
discréditer les manifestants et les journalistes.

Les régimes autocratiques ont depuis longtemps 
compris qu’il était plus facile et plus efficace de 
discréditer ou d’interdire les médias que de recourir à 
la violence pour se maintenir au pouvoir, même si ce 
contrôle se fait aux dépens de l’ouverture et du 
dynamisme économique dont ces pays ont 
désespérément besoin. La conjoncture en Irak et au 
Liban laisse toutefois penser que cette approche a ses 
limites. Bien que ces deux pays soient confrontés à de 
graves problèmes structurels et que les journalistes, les 
écrivains et les intellectuels courent des risques au 
quotidien, la dépendance de leurs systèmes politiques 
à des arrangements de partage du pouvoir entre 
factions empêche que les voix dissidentes soient 
entièrement réduites au silence.

FrançaisFrançais
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informations, un « pétrolier » 
devrait accoster au port de 
M o n r o v i a ,  c o n t e n a n t  
respectivement 10 000 et 4 
000 tonnes d’essence.

La semaine dernière, 
l’opposition a attribué la 
pénurie à la hausse des impôts 
délibérément imposés sur les 
e n t r e p r i s e s  p a r  l e  
gouvernement pour, selon ses 
mots  «  augmenter  les  
souffrances du peuple et, par 
extension, compromettre la 
sécurité de l'Etat ». Il a accusé 
l'administration Weah d’avoir, 
depuis son arrivée au pouvoir, 
mis en place un système 
cohérent  de  cop inage,  
entrepris des deals louches et 
exhibé un haut niveau 
d ' i n c o m p é t e n c e .  
C o n s é q u e n c e ,  l e  
g o u v e r n e m e n t  e t  s e s  
f o n c t i o n n a i r e s  s o n t  
aujourd’hui dans l’incapacité 
de faire face au problème de 
manque d’essence, ce qui a 
presque paralysé le pays.

« À notre avis,  par 
conséquent, la pénurie 
d'essence à laquelle est 
confrontéactuellement le 
pays a été provoquée par 
nous-même, car c’est le 
résultat des opérations 
internes. Les gens qui sont au 
pouvoir ont choisi d'intervenir 
d e  m a n i è r e  n o n  
professionnelle dans le 
secteur pétrolier, mettant à 
mal la capacité des principaux 
revendeurs  de  pét ro le  
d’honorer leurs obligations 
envers le public », a ajouté le 
parti.

Pendant ce temps, M. 
Brown,contrairement aux 
informations selon lesquelles 

il serait en train d’éviter une 
enquête en cours sur la 
disparition présumée de 2 
millions de gallons d'essence du 
pays, a expliqué qu'il était 
plutôt en mission officielle et 
que le résultat serait connu 
aujourd’hui mardi.

Il a indiqué que la LPRC a subi 
des pertes opérationnelles 
allant jusqu'à 2 millions de 
gallons d'essence de 2008 à 
2020.

Le directeur des opérations 
de la LPRC a fait savoir que ces 
p e r t e s  h i s t o r i q u e s  o n t  
officiellement commencé à se 
faire sentir en 2008, mais ont 
été officiellement enregistrées 
lorsque feu Harry Greavesétait 
aux affaires en 2010, ainsi que 
les anciens directeurs généraux 
T. Nelson Williams, Sumo 
Krupee, Mardea Pearson et 
M a r i e  C o l e - U r e y ,  
respectivement.

«Les déversements, les 
r é s e r v o i r s  r o m p u s ,  l e s  
changements de hauteur de 
référence, le déclassement des 
réservoirs de stockage et 
l 'accumulation d'eau sont 
quelques-unes des pertes subies 
par la LPRC au cours des années 
officielles enregistrées, qui ont 
provoqué la perte de plusieurs 
millions de gallons », a fait 
valoir M. Brown.

L ’ a c t u e l l e  p é n u r i e  
d'essencea porté un coup dur sur 
le secteur du transport et 
paralysé presque tous les autres 
milieux d’affaire. Le Parti de la 
l i b e r t é  f a i t  c i n q  
r e c o m m a n d a t i o n s  a u  
gouvernement pour soulager les 
souffrances du peuple libérien 
et du public en général.

                TUESDAY       FEBRUARY    18

La nouvelle vague de répression 
des médias au Moyen-Orient

Par Lydia Khalil

La LPRC combat

Le Directeur général par 
intérim de l’Institut National 
de Santé Publique du Liberia 
(NPHIL), Dr MasokaFallah a 
confirmé vendredi la mise en 
quarantaine de 71 voyageurs 
en provenance de Chine.« La 
mise en quarantaine des 
voyageurs, qui sont des 
ressortissants libériens et 
chinois, fait partie des 
m e s u r e s  i n s t i t u é e s  à  
l’aéroport international 
Roberts (RIA) visant à 
empêcher  l ’ent rée  du  
coronavirus au Libéria », a 
déclaré Dr Fallah.

« Ces voyageurs, qui se 
trouvent dans trois centres 
d’observation de précaution 
(POC), a-t-il expliqué, sont 
mis sous surveillance et sont 
examinés régulièrement pour 
vérifier s’ils présentent des 
symptômes du coronavirus ».

Dr Fallah a indiqué que ces 
voyageurs resteront dans les 
c e n t r e s  d ’ ob se r v a t i o n  

pendant 14 jours, période 
d’incubation standard du 
coronavirus, avant d’être 
autorisés à rejoindre leurs 
foyers respectifs.

Le responsable du NPHIL a 
déclaré que le gouvernement 
libérien est déterminé à 
empêcher le coronavirus 
d’entrer au Libéria, soulignant 
que le ministère de la Santé et 
le NPHIL ont renforcé les 
mesures de dépistage dans 
plusieurs points d’entrée clés, 
notamment le RIA, le port 
franc de Monrovia où les 
n a v i r e s  a c c o s t e n t ,  B o  
Waterside, la frontière avec la 
Sierra Leone voisine, ainsi que 
les frontières de Ganta et 
Loguattuo dans le comté de 
Nimba, qui est voisin de la Côte 
d’Ivoire.

Il a appelé les Libériens à 
p r e n d r e  d e s  m e s u r e s  
préventives sérieuses et à 
éviter de se rendre en Chine 
pour l’instant.

Mise en quarantaine de 71 
personnes venant de Chine
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ccording to the Director of Business 
Development & International Relations at AC e n t u r i o n  L a w  G r o u p  

(https://CenturionLG.com/), and Key Coordinator 
of the firm's unique Centurion Plus model, Glenda 
Irvine-Smith the demand for "agile" local lawyers 
has risen significantly on the African continent. 
This is why Centurion has developed its Centurion 
Plus platform to respond to this need.

Despite numerous global and regional 
challenges, investment in Africa is predicted to 
grow in 2020; with African M&A values in 2019 
valued at around $13 billion in total, there is a lot 
to play for on the continent.

To take advantage of this positive investment 
climate, investors must form close working 
relationships with the best legal counsel, as well as 
due diligence experts and local advisors on the 
ground in Africa, who have specialist knowledge 
and understanding of the particular commercial 
challenges within their investment locations.

Investors in Africa must also consider geo-
political and economic uncertainty on the 
continent as well as a plethora of country and 
region-specific governance, compliance and 
regulatory challenges when investing in the region.

In order to close deals on the continent, 
investors need access to the right information and 
data. The success of a transaction depends on 
having real knowledge instead of relying on market 
perception.

Furthermore, investors can never assume one 
country is the same as any other in Africa. Even if 
they are geographical neighbours, each country is 
vastly different to the next. The legal systems in 
many countries are also changing rapidly, 
stemming from a desire to encourage foreign 
investment, but also out of a need to protect the 
rights and resources of a country and its people.

This is why in Africa, the demand for "agile" local 
lawyers has risen significantly: African legal clients 
are demanding a practice model that is swift, cost-
effective and transparent. With a cost model that 
is scaled to the client's needs and a service model 
that is tailored to the job. Clients are also looking 
for non-traditional, outside of the box thinking 
which can seize opportunities in a way that a one-
size-fits-all traditional legal approach cannot.

Centurion Law Group has developed its 
Centurion Plus platform to respond to this need. 
The firm believes in providing flexible solutions to 
clients that address mounting workloads and 
budgetary constraints. Centurion Plus is a platform 
which provides on-demand-lawyers that can work 
with clients on site or remotely, on various flexible 
models such as secondments, special projects, 
rotational work or flexible support. Clients also get 
the benefit of expertise at a far more competitive 
rate that reflects the significantly lower overhead 
costs of this model.

Not only does this alternative to orthodox law 
firms, work for clients; it works for lawyers too. It 
is certainly a growing trend that instead of working 
at a law firm, working extremely long hours, and 

having a portion of your earnings going into the 
owners' pockets, you can become a freelance 
lawyer, working on demand.

So many companies have adopted this design 
thinking model for the delivery of its legal services 
– by telling lawyers what, when and how they need 
their work completed.; This has led to the 
successful implementation of on-demand-
services, dramatically reducing lawyers' time on 
transactions, while improving the insight, 
judgement and predictability of outcomes.  
Furthermore, "buyers" of legal services are 
increasingly driven to purchase legal services 
online, decoupled from traditional institutions, to 
access quality and convenience without the high 
costs.

While the concept is not new, this hasn't been 
done in the unchartered waters of Africa yet. The 
challenge for African firms operating platforms 
like Centurion Plus will revolve around the mindset 
shift of becoming more process-driven, 
technology-enabled and delivering quality legal 
services.

About Glenda Irvine-Smith:
Glenda Irvine-Smith is the Director of Business 

Development & International Relations at 
Centurion Law Group. She is the Key Coordinator of 
Centurion Plus, where she leverages her network 
and database of leading African law firms and 
lawyers to assist large companies with their need 
to upscale quickly or take on new projects, making 
use of flexible lawyers and advisors. Glenda has 
had vast experience in navigating clients accessing 
Africa through a variety of different models.

Lawyers on Demand: 
-Changing the Way Legal Work is Done in Africa by Playing the "Scale Game”

By Glenda Irvine-Smith
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he County Attorney 
for Montserrado, TCllr. Edwin K. Martin 

could face arrest here on the 
order of presiding Criminal 
Court “C” Judge Yamie Quiqui 
Gbeisay if the prosecution 
here fails within 24 hours to 
pay a fine of US$150.00 into 
government revenues for 
having disrespected the 
court.

Judge Gbeisay’s order 
came Monday, 17 February at 
the Temple of Justice after 
defense lawyers in an 
economic sabotage case 
involving former Defense 
Minister Brownie Samukai and 
others complained that the 
State had neglected to obey 
court’s order to provide copy 
of all species of evidence to 
the accused.

Upon the failure of the 
Prosecution to pay the 
U S $ 1 5 0 . 0 0  f i n e  i n t o  
Government’s Revenue, the 
Judge orders that the state 
lawyer be arrested “until said 
amount is paid,” and further 
instructs that the State 
discloses all other species of 
evidence to the defense team 
on or before 4:00 PM on 

conomic Freedom 
F ighter  member  EMartin K.N Kollie has 

vowed to organize group of 
citizens to protest in early 
March if President George 
Manneh Weah doesn’t give 
clear report about the alleged 
missing 16 billion Liberian 
Dollars.

Speaking in an interview 
with our Bong County 
correspondent over the 
weekend, student Kollie said 
he will organize patriotic 
citizens across Liberia to get 
into the street to draw 
international concern about 
the issue.

“Our people can’t be 
suffering then you have 
people enjoying. If President 
Weah cannot tell what 
happened to our money, we 
will get into the street to 
protest. Even if it causes us to 
keep protesting for the entire 
year, we will do because this 
government wants to take us 
for granted,” he says.

Reports are yet to be 
released on the alleged 
missing 16 billion, a matter 
that rocked much part of 
President Weah’s first year in 
office.

Both local and external 
investigators have probed the 
matter separately, including 
US experts, but there are 
reports that findings would be 
released at the end of 
February.

Monday.
According to the judge, the 

order is an enforcement of the 
statute that requires the State 
to provide copy of all species of 
evidence to the defense team 
before trial.

In obedience to the Statute, 
Judge Gbeisay notes that on last 
Tuesday, the court issued out an 
o rder,  command ing  the  

The alleged disappearance of the money 
created serious controversy in Liberia, nd many 
citizens viewed the current and immediate past 
administration with suspicions.

But President Weah setup an investigative 
team in relation to the alleged missing money, 
while also inviting international investigators to 
help Liberia in the probe.

In his second state of Nation Address on 
January 28, President Weah said report will be 
released at the end of February.

Mr. Kollie laments that the money is too much 
for few handful of people to eat it.

He argues that the money could be used to 
improve the Phebe Hospital that is at the verge of 
shouting down.

He also says it could be used to get essential 
drugs for the Charles Dunbar Burgess Hospital that 
cannot provide drugs for patients.

Kollie calls on the United States Embassy not to 
see protesters’ action in the coming month as a 
surprise, saying it’s tax payers’ money and must 
be accounted for.

“When the time reaches, there will be protest 
in all of the 15 counties, not only Monrovia, and 
the protest will not end until the government 
accounts for the money,” says Mr. Kollie.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

possession of the species of 
evidence that could have 
made the defense to proceed 
with this trial,” the Court says.

Mr. Samukai, co-defendants 
Joseph P. Johnson and J. 
NyumahDorbor and others 
were indicted by President 
George MannehWeah’s regime 
o n  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  
embezzling funds generated in 
a compulsory saving scheme 
established in July 2009 for 
personnel of the Armed Forces 
of Liberia (AFL) during former 
President Ellen Johnson – 
Sirleaf’s rule.

Through this compulsory 
savings funds, prosecutors 
alleged that Defense Ministry 
officials including former 
Minister Samukai, former 
Deputy Defense Minister 
Joseph Johnson and former 
Defense Ministry Comptroller 
NyumahDorbor deducted the 
salaries of AFL officers from all 
r a n k s  t o  s e r v e  a s  
supp lementa ry  pens i on  
benefits for assistance to 
w o u n d e d  s o l d i e r s  a n d  
deceased soldiers’ families.

Over US$1.2m of the 
US$1.9m deposited was 
allegedly misapplied by Mr. 
Samukai, the prosecution 
alleges, and claims further 
that the defendants made 
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  o n l y  
signatories to the account, 

prosecution to make available 
all species of documentary 
evidence to each of the 
defendants on or before 17 
February at the hour of 4:00 
PM.

“The record of this court 
shows that the Prosecution 
did not take the court order 
seriously; as such, the 
defense counsels are not in 

leaving out the then AFL Chief 
of Staff and other ranking 
officers.

The accused are facing 
charges of economic sabotage, 
theft of property, and misuse of 
public money, among others.

During the hearing on 
Monday,  Judge  Gbe i say  
r e s e r v e d  r u l i n g  o n  
prosecution’s challenge against 
the defendants’ criminal 
appearance bond.

According to the judge, the 
defense has argued that as far 
as they are concerned, they 
obtained a certificate from the 
Liberia Revenue Authority 
(LRA) which presupposes that 
the LRA is satisfied with the 
assessment.

The judge notes that the 
obvious thing to do is to have 
the LRA authority to appear in 
court to tell the court whether 
or not the institution has 
assessed the property in 
question or it has agreed with 
the amount stated as the 
assessed value of the property.

Judge Gbeisay says this 
information will place the 
court in a proper position to 
determine whether the bond 
posted by the defendants is 
sufficient or not.

The judge has reserved 
ruling on the motion to justify 
to be delivered on 24 February.
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MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE ACCOUNT  
2nd& 3rd

 Floors, F & F Building  
63 United Nations Drive, Coconut Plantation, Mamba Point  

Monrovia. Liberia
 Tel: +231 7701 44444 / 0888 828 988; Email: info@mca.gov.lr

 

PROCUREMENT NOTICE

 
 

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

 
 

4A1506/ME/023

 
 

Provision of a Hall, Two Breakout Rooms and Meals for the LEC ACMS Training 
Workshop Sessions (3 Lots)

 
 

Background and Context

 

The United States of America, acting through the Millennium Challenge Corporation (“MCC”) and the 
Government of Liberia (the “Government” or “GoL”) have entered a

 

Millennium Challenge Compact for 
Millennium Challenge Account assistance to help facilitate poverty reduction through economic growth 
in Liberia (the “Compact”) in

 

the amount of approximately 256,726,000 USD (“MCC Funding”). The 
Government, acting through Millennium Challenge Account -

 

Liberia(the “MCA Entity”), intends to apply 
a portion of the MCC Funding to eligible payments under a contract for which th eRequest for Quotation
(“RFQ”) is issued. 

 

MCA-Liberianow invites priced quotation

 

from eligible service providers

 

for the Provision of a Hall, Two 
Breakout Rooms and Meals for the LEC ACMS Training Workshop Sessions (3 Lots) .

 

TheRFQ

 

is for: 

 

Provision of a Hall, Two Breakout Rooms and Meals for the LEC ACMS Training Workshop 
Sessions (3 Lots)

 

How to Participate in the Process:

 

Interested service providersshould send an email to MCALiberiaPA@cardno.com

 

requesting a copy of 
the RFQ,

 

which is free of charge.

 

Important dates:

 

No.

 

Activity

 

Dates

 

1

 

Release of RFQ

 

February 12, 2020

 

4

 

Deadline for Submission

 

of Quotations

 

February 24, 2020 at4:00 pm

 

County Attorney risks arrest 
By Winston W. Parley

Plan to protest for “16bn” report
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan 

in Bong
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College of Supervisors of the 
West African Monetary Zone 
(CSWAMZ), and the West 
African Monetary Agency 
(WAMA). The end-of-year 
Joint Statutory Meetings were 
held at the International 
Con fe rence  Cen te r  i n  
Freetown, Sierra Leone from 

pain icon Iker Casillas 
has confirmed that he Sintends to run for 

presidency at the Spanish 
football association's (RFEF) 
next election.

T h e  3 8 - y e a r - o l d  
goalkeeper is yet to officially 
retire from competitive 
action and remains on the 
books at Porto. However, he 
has not played since April 
2019 after suffering a heart 
attack during training.

Since the incident, Casillas 
has worked as part of Porto's 

backroom staff to prepare him 
for life after football, while 
there has been speculation for 
some time that he would seek to 
run for the RFEF presidency.

On Monday, the ex-Real 
Madrid stopper took to ?Twitter 
to confirm his candidacy.

"Yes, I will stand for 
presidency of the Spanish FA 
when elections are called," he 
wrote. "Together we will put our 
federation at the level of the 
best football in the world.

" I  have informed the 
president of my Club, FC Porto, 

We Offer The Following Printing Services:

- Newspapers, Magazines

- Flyers, Posters, Calendars 

- Brochures, Letterhead 

- Receipts, Invoices  

-  Souvenirs, Gifts

-  Designs,  etc...

of this decision, to whom I can 
only express my deepest 
gratitude.

"We are working with the 
u tmos t  re spec t  i n  ou r  
candidacy. More than 23,000 
voters await us in fair and 
transparent elections. 139 
assembly  members  wi l l  
decide.”

While he did not officially 
confirm his retirement, it 
certainly appears as though 
Casillas has informed Porto 
that he does not intend to 
return to football again, and he 

Central Bank of Nigeria. 
The Board comprises of the 

Governors of The Gambia, 
Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone. 

The WAIFEM meeting chaired 
by the CBL’s Executive Governor 
was part of the joint statutory 
meetings of WAIFEM, WAMI 
(West  Af r i can  Monetary  
Institute) which includes the 

iberia’s Central Bank 
(CBL )  E xecu t i ve  LGovernor J. Aloysius 

Tarlue, Jr. was recently 
selected to chair the 38th 
Board of Governors meeting 
of the West African Institute 
of Financial & Economic 
Management (WAIFEM), on 
behalf of Mr. Godwin I. 
Emefiele, Governor of the CONT’D ON PAGE 7

CBL boss chairs first WAIFEM meeting

Iker confirms run for Spanish Football Presidency
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