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Who is NEC’s 
new boss?

-As debate looms over appointment

Gov’t declares 
nat’l emergency

Cllr. A. Ndubusi Nwabudike 



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN 22020                                                MONDAY       MARCH    23

Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

uinea's internet and 
phone call services Ga re  s e t  t o  be  

disrupted over the weekend 
as the country holds two key 
polls, telecommunications 
company Guinean Broadband 
(Guilab) has announced.The 
firm said the disruption would 
be caused by planned 
m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  t o  
undersea cables that would 
affect the whole region, not 
just Guinea.

The West African nation is 
set to hold a referendum 
about a proposed new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  
parliamentary polls.

There have been months of 
often violent demonstrations 
against the referendum.

If passed it would allow 
Alpha Condé, the 82-year-old 
president, to seek a third 
term in office.The proposed 
constitution does not scrap 
term limits - a president 

would still only be able to serve 
two terms - though the length of 
a term would be extended from 
five to six years.However, the 
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  

Mr Condé has not said he 
intends to run again, but his 
party has not denied that the 
new constitution would allow 
him to do so.

The government says the 

constitution would mean that 
the time Mr Condé has already 
served would not count - and 
his second term comes to an 
end in December.

constitution is in need of a 
revamp as the current one was 
written during a time of 
military rule between 2008 and 
2010.

The opposition coalition, 
National Front for the Defence 
of the Constitution (FNDC), had 
ea r l i e r  wa rned  mob i l e  
telephone operators against 
any internet shutdown ahead 
of voting.

They have since called for 
nationwide anti-government 
protests.

Simon Henshaw, the US 
ambassador to Guinea, told 
BBC Focus on Africa radio that 
the situation in the country was 
"unfortunate".

"We’re at a position where 
the two sides don’t even agree 
on whether there should be an 
election and they’re no longer 
speaking to one another so I 
think this is very concerning.

"There’s no dialogue, 
there’s a lot of tension, I think 
it’s very unfortunate." BBC

udges  i n  no r th -
western Tanzania Jhave been told to 

avoid issuing jail sentences 
“at all costs” in order to 
prevent the spread of 
coronavirus.

Top judge S M Rumanyika 
also instructed them to grant 
bail to all offenders who 

qualified.
These were among eight 

guidelines he issued in a letter 
to several district courts to help 
stop the spread of the virus in 
prisons.

Others included limiting 
those in court to lawyers and 
their clients and barring 
accompanying visitors.

“You will notice these 
g u i d e l i n e s  c o n t r a d i c t  
common practice and maybe 
to some extent the law. But 
know that other people’s lives 
and our own are more 
important,” Judge Rumanyika 
said.

At present, the East 
African nation has five 
confirmed cases of Covid-19, 
the respiratory illness caused 
by coronvarus.

Since the first case was 
conf i rmed on  Monday,  
authorities have rolled out 
several measures to prevent 
its spread.

Schools and universities 
have been shut for at least a 
month, public gatherings 
banned and visitors told not to 
enter prisons or parliament 
buildings.

On Thursday, popular 
Tanzanian rapper Mwana FA 
took to Instagram to announce 
to his three million followers 
that he had Covid-19.

The musician said he had 
decided to go public about his 
status to help people realise 
that the infection was "real" 
and to encourage Tanzanians 
to look after each other.BBC

frica has seen its 
coronavirus cases Apass the 1,000 mark 

this weekend. There are 
currently 1,198 confirmed 
cases of Covid-19, the 
continent's Centre for Disease 
Control has announced.

Uganda reported its first 
case last night after testing a 
passenger who had returned 
home from Dubai.

he confirmation came hours 
a f ter  Pres ident  Yower i  
Museveni had announced 
s e ve r a l  c r owd  con t r o l  
measures including banning of 
all flight operations starting 
midnight on Sunday.

In neighbouring Rwanda, 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
announced that it may extend 
its 14-day lockdown which was 
imposed las t  week  on  
Thursday.

Rwanda has so far recorded 
17 cases of Covid-19, the most 
in the east Africa region.

In the Democratic Republic 
of Congo recorded its first 
Covid-19 related death after a 
doctor who had returned from 
France succumbed to the 
disease.

The Africa CDC has also 
announced 108 patients have 
recovered after contracting 
the virus:BBC

Guinea to suffer internet 
blackouts ahead of vote

There have been protests since last October against the holding of the referendumThere have been protests since last October against the holding of the referendum

Africa cases top 1,000 
amid more national curbs

Tanzania warning against 
jail terms over coronavirus

Tanzanians are being encouraged to wash 
their hands to stop the spread of coronavirus

Tanzanians are being encouraged to wash 
their hands to stop the spread of coronavirus
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A worker at a train station in Kenya hands a disinfectant 
as a preventive measure against the Covid-19
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EW HAVEN – In an effort to get a handle on 
t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  Nconsequences of  the COVID-19 

pandemic, the first instinct is to search for 
precedents and remedies in earlier crises. Many 
have pointed to the 2008 global financial crisis 
(GFC) as the most relevant example, especially 
in the aftermath of the extraordinary 
monetary-policy actions announced by the US 
Federal Reserve on March 15. That would be an 
unfortunate mistake.

What worked 11 years ago won’t work today. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is the mirror image of 
the GFC. The policy response needs to be 
crafted accordingly.

The GFC was, first and foremost, a financial 
shock that took a severe toll on the real 
economy. COVID-19, by contrast, is a public-
health crisis. Draconian containment efforts – 
lockdowns, transportation bans, and 
restrictions on public assembly – are producing 
a shock to the real economy, with devastating 
consequences for businesses, their workers, 
and the financial sector.

During the GFC, unprecedented actions by the 
Fed were both appropriate and decisive in 
addressing the primary source of the shock: a 
devastating blow to the financial system. In the 
COVID-19 crisis, the Fed cannot play the same 
role, because it is addressing a secondary 
shock: the financial repercussions of the 
primary shock to the real economy.

Instead, the Fed’s response must be seen as 
necessary, but not sufficient, to address the 
COVID-19 crisis. It is a delicate role, to say the 
least.

The Fed’s policymaking at moments of crisis 
must always be managed judiciously. As the 
crisis intensified, it was certainly in a tough 
place. However, its rare Sunday announcement 
of emergency actions on March 15, just two 
days before a regularly scheduled policy 
meeting, conveyed a sense of urgency that 
undoubtedly heightened investors’ fears and 
stoked rumors of an imminent liquidity crisis. 
We will never know if the Fed would have been 
wiser to wait a couple of days.

Yet this episode underscores an uncomfortable 
truth: We have become far too dependent on 
monetary fixes for all that ails the world. In the 
days that followed the Fed’s Sunday surprise, 
the added carnage in financial markets sent a 
strong message: The “big bazooka” of central 
banks that worked effectively in putting a floor 
beneath plummeting markets in late 2008 and 
early 2009 is not only the wrong weapon to 
address a public-health crisis; unfortunately, it 
also lacks live ammunition.

This, of course, was the big risk all along. After 
having failed to normalize policy rates in the 
aftermath of the GFC, central banks had 
limited options to address the inevitable next 
shock. Time and again, we find out that the 
next shock is never the same as the last. Yet we 
always seem to fixate on a redesign of policies, 

regulations, and economic structures that is 
conditioned by the last crisis – leaving us woefully 
unprepared for the one to come.

Crises can be arrested only by attacking their 
source. In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the focus must be on virus containment. That will 
require creative and expeditious actions, 
focusing first and foremost on public-health 
infrastructure and the science of COVID-19 
containment and mitigation. 

Some have used the wartime analogy to 
emphasize the magnitude and scope of the policy 
response now required. While this is appropriate, 
it assumes a degree of political consensus that is 
sorely lacking in today’s polarized environment. 
Sadly, the combination of domestic polarization, 
national protectionism, and global fragmentation 
is especially problematic in bringing us all 
together to fight a global problem.

As always, when this crisis passes, there will be 
great introspection on how we got into this mess. 
This will undoubtedly include a reassessment of 
globalization, which once seemed like an 
economic panacea for poor and rich countries 
alike. Courtesy of a sharp expansion of world 
trade, along with a concomitant explosion of 
global value chains, relatively poor developing 
economies could benefit as producers by 
reducing poverty and boosting living standards, 
while the developed world would benefit as 
consumers by being able to purchase cheaper 
goods (and increasingly services). The “win-win” 
of globalization practically sold itself.

But globalization has also led an interdependent 
world to an unfortunate fixation on the sheer 
speed of economic growth: the faster the growth, 
the bigger the “wins” for both producers and 
consumers. Unfortunately, this overlooked the 
quality of growth – not just sorely needed 
investment in disease mitigation and public-
health infrastructure, which the COVID-19 crisis 
has made glaringly apparent, but also investment 
in environmental protection despite the equally 
patent evidence of climate change.

The GFC playbook was designed for a world facing 
threats to the quantity of economic growth. It 
cannot be the answer for a world facing a shock 
stemming from deficiencies in the quality of that 
growth. Monetary and fiscal policies can temper 
short-term distress in financial markets and hard-
hit businesses and communities. But they don’t 
address the urgent priority of disease 
containment and mitigation.

There is broad consensus that the best way to 
restart the global growth engine is by flattening 
the COVID-19 infection curve, both in individual 
countries and worldwide. That, not the monetary 
and fiscal policy template of the last crisis, must 
be the laser-like focus of policymakers during this 
crisis. History attests to the resilience of the 
modern world economy in the aftermath of 
negative shocks. That offers grounds for hope of a 
self-generating rebound. But it can be realized 
only after COVID-19 is contained.

EDITOR’S NOTE:LISA R. WHITE is a crisis 
communication specialist who consults with 
businesses and organizations on their crisis 
management plans and community outreach 
initiatives.   She is the former UN Ebola Emergency 
Response Mission Public Information Officer for 
Liberia and former Senior Radio Producer with the 
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). She can be reached at 
genesyscomms@gmail.com for questions or 
comment. 

During the 2008 crisis, unprecedented actions by the US Federal Reserve were both appropriate 
and decisive in addressing the primary source of the shock: a devastating blow to the financial 
system. In the COVID-19 crisis, the Fed cannot play the same role, because it is addressing the 
financial repercussions of a shock to the real economy.
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THANK GOD THE President of the Republic of Liberia, Mr. George Manneh 
Weah, has constituted a Special Presidential Advisory Committee for the 
Prevention of the corona virus (COVID-19) in Liberia. 

CLEARLY, HE UNDERSTANDS that the corona virus outbreak requires all 
national and international hands on deck to handle eradicating the virus.    
With donor support, I hope the President takes his initiative a step further 
and establish a standing Incident Management System (IMS) and an 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC)to help manage all the details of this 
crisis and any future crisis.

THE WORLD HEALTH Organization reports that worldwide the virus has 
infected more than 184, 000 people and has killed at least 7,500.  This global 
pandemic has arrived in East, West, Central and Northern and Southern 
Africa.   Senegal, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Togo, Cameroon, the DRC, Burkina 
Faso, Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Senegal, South Africa, Morocco.  These 
countries have reported confirmed cases.  

EVEN LIBERIA’S NEIGHBORS, Guinea and Cote D’Ivoire have confirmed 
cases. Al Jazeera is reporting that most of Africa’s cases came from those 
who travelled abroad and returned. Only five people have succumbed to 
corona virus so far -- all in North Africa, reported Al Jazeera, with the Sub-
Saharan region recording no deaths and very low numbers of confirmed 
cases.

UNLIKE MANY OF these countries, Liberia has the hard won experience of 
successfully combatting Ebola.  Through the active implementation of 
lessons learned, data collection and communication along with International 
and national engagement, and community activism, key measures were put 
in place –aggressive communication campaigns, contact tracing programs 
and reliable reporting mechanisms to eradicate the virus.

THERE WERE ALSO vigilant hand washing schemes, meaningful calls to 
action like calling community or traditional leaders when sick or when seeing 
someone who is sick, seeking early treatment and no touching.  These 
measures helped to combat the deadly but survivable disease.   There is a 
collective memory of what to do.   Business and homes a like have installed 
hand washing stations. The Ministry of Health and the National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia are working to ensure the relevant parties are 
quarantined and effective contract tracing is activated.

HOWEVER, THE CORONA VIRUS is not Ebola.  New measures, campaigns and 
messages are needed because COVID-19 is infectious in a pernicious way 
Ebola wasn’t.   The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
said the corona virus is not just spread between people who are in close 
contact with one another (within about 6 feet) but it is also spread through 
respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.  
These droplets, said the CDC, can land in the mouths or noses of people who 
are nearby or possibly inhaled into the lungs.

IMAGINE, THOUGH, THE prospect of an infected person displaying 
symptoms and sneezing in a taxi.  Those people are potentially affected. 
When they get out of the taxi, they in turn infect the people they come into 
contact with. 

THE MINISTRY OF Transport is encouraging drivers to wear masks and has 
reduced the number of authorized passengers in a taxi to one in the front.   
What about passenger safety?  Should passengers wear masks and gloves, 
too?

GOOD CRISIS MANAGEMENT CRITICALLY examines the worst-case scenario.   
For example, what will parents do if one child or another family member in 
the household has the virus and the rest of the family doesn’t?  How will the 
family manage that?  How will sanitation be handled?  Are hospitals and 
clinics equipped with enough gloves and masks to manage the crisis? Will the 
borders be closed?

HOW WILL INFECTION prevention be handled at congested markets across 
the country or with the people who travel to Guinea or Sierra Leone to buy 
and sell or visit family? What measures are put in place for this scenario? How 
will they be informed about accurate and reliable ways to prevent infection?

EBOLA WAS MORE than a health emergency.   The epidemic severely 
impacted the provision of health care services and caused setbacks in the 
treatment and control of other diseases including: HIV, TB and Malaria 
according to the CDC, but Ebola also affected the population on the social, 
cultural, economic and political level.  

Ebola changed the way greetings were conducted and it caused the need for 
safe burials which was a departure from traditional burial ceremonies.  
Other social norms were either transformed or were temporarily dropped 
from the cultural fabric of society.

2020                              

In union strong, success is sure! 
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ONDON – Saudi Arabia, this year’s chair of the Group of Twenty (G20), will convene a 
virtual summit next week to discuss a global response to the COVID-19 crisis. The Lemergency meeting could not come too soon. Because global health is a collective 

public good, any threat to it requires a multilateral response.

The health emergency also threatens to trigger a global recession and financial crisis. As we 
learned in 2008, global economic crises must also be met with a multilateral strategy. 
Timid, uncoordinated, or unilateral actions by individual countries will be ineffective, at 
best, and could lead to a downward spiral of “beggar-thy-neighbor” policies.

The G20 is the obvious candidate to play the role of global coordinator. Accounting for 
around 90% of global GDP, it comprises the world’s largest advanced and emerging 
economies. And as a forum without a permanent secretariat, it is agile enough to bring the 
international community together quickly, as it did in November 2008, at the height of the 
financial crisis.

On that occasion, G20 leaders gathered in Washington, DC, to organize a coordinated 
response, and then met again in April 2009 in London, where they took steps to stabilize the 
global economy and restore confidence. It worked: a public display of collective leadership 
and shared responsibility averted a deeper economic collapse.

In today’s emergency, the stakes are even higher, because millions of lives are in peril. Were 
COVID-19 to end up having a mortality rate of 1%, the final death toll would be similar to 
that of World War II. Worse, that is the “benign” scenario. As of March 3, the World Health 
Organization put the current mortality rate at 3.4%, based on reported cases.

In advanced economies, health-care systems facing an upsurge in COVID-19 cases are at risk 
of collapsing. In many developing countries, the medical infrastructure for dealing with 
infectious diseases is limited. Making matters worse, growing pressure on supply chains will 
make it more difficult to acquire basic goods, including medical equipment.

This is not a time for timid or symbolic action. The G20 urgently needs to adopt a plan for 
addressing the medical emergency, backstopping the global economy, and restoring 
confidence. What follows are suggestions – far from an exhaustive list – of the steps 
policymakers should take.

First, G20 leaders should embrace the principle of “virtuality” fully, by canceling the rest of 
the group’s in-person meetings scheduled for this year. By moving online and avoiding 
unnecessary gatherings such as the Business 20 and other engagement groups, the G20 can 
set an example for all of those countries and communities that have yet to recognize the 
urgency of containment through “social distancing.”

Second, the G20 should establish a fund to support the WHO’s efforts to monitor and report 
on the emergency, and to coordinate the supply of basic equipment like testing kits and face 
masks. As in 2009, it is important to show the world that competent, skilled professionals 
are in the driver’s seat.

Third, the G20 should give the WHO a formal seat at the table, as it has already done with 
the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the OECD. Global health has always 
been a secondary topic for the G20, which has tended to focus only on issues such as access 
to care and food and water safety. But as the current crisis shows, the systemic impact of 
pandemics and the influence of public health on economic conditions more broadly should 
be primary issues of concern.

Fourth, G20 member states must be prepared to help low-income countries that lack the 
infrastructure, medical provisions, expertise, and personnel to contain the contagion. 
Coordinated action among governments, regional development banks, the United Nations 
Development Programme, and other entities is critical in this regard.

Fifth, the G20 should adopt an emergency package to prevent a full-scale collapse of the 
global economy. There is an urgent need for fiscal stimulus, measures to keep global supply 
chains operating, commitments to eschew protectionist measures and unilateral currency 
devaluation, and arrangements to ensure ample liquidity in the global monetary and 
financial system.

As in 2008 and its aftermath, the current crisis demands a comprehensive, “whatever it 
takes” approach, and it is needed now. Monetary policy in the absence of coordinated fiscal 
policies will have only a limited impact, and fiscal policies designed with only domestic 
considerations in mind will be far less powerful than they otherwise could have been, owing 
to the spillover effects of import spending. Research shows that the national-level impact of 
a coordinated G20-wide fiscal-stimulus package could be up to twice as large as that of 
domestic stimulus measures pursued in isolation. Moreover, unilateral measures could 
spook bond markets and thereby increase debt-servicing costs for countries such as Italy, 
which is in the grip of a full-blown medical emergency.

Above all, the G20 must be bold. The world has heard enough hollow declarations and 
tolerated enough puerile diplomatic quarrels. Judging from the figures coming out of 
China’s Hubei province (the first epicenter of the pandemic) and northern Italy, the global 
outbreak will worsen significantly before it improves. And, because the contagion is on an 
exponential growth path, that worsening could be even more horrifying than what we have 
seen so far.

Only international coordination can prevent a worst-case scenario. People and businesses 
around the world are deeply concerned – if not outright panicked – and need reassurance. 
World leaders need to put aside petty nationalism and lead. Otherwise, an emergency that 
already feels like a war could yet become one.

With the coronavirus outbreak having now become a full-blown pandemic that is 
threatening both the global economy and millions of lives, an international coordinated 
response is desperately needed. As in the 2008 financial crisis, the G20 must take the 
lead, starting with its emergency virtual summit next week.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 
 

What the G20 Must Do
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Approved: Governing Council of the LICPA

Liberian Institute of Certified Public Accountants (LICPA)
Publication of members and member firms in Good Standing for the period 

January 1 to December 31, 2020

 

___________________________________________________________________

In line with Section 7 of the LICPA Act, the Institute is the only authority to license 

qualified individuals and Accounting Firms to engage in public accounting in the 

Republic of Liberia . Consequently, any organization (recipients of auditing and 

assurance services) using the services of anyone/firm not listed by the LICPA is in 

full violation of the Law. Legal actions will be taken against violators and those 

doing business with persons or firms not listed by the LICPA. Hence, the following 

are the accredited firms, licensed members, and members in Good Standing with 

the LICPA for the period January 1, 2020

 

to December 31, 2020.

 

Signed: ________________

 

S. Moses Kessellie, Jr
Executive Director

Member Firms licensed to practice (1 January to 31st

 

December 2020)

Firms

   

No.

 

Name

 

License #

1

 

Baker Tilly Liberia

 

00000037

2

 

BICON, Inc

 

00000038

3

 

Crowe Liberia LLC

 

00000034

4

 

Deon and Noed International (DNI) Liberia LLC

 

00000039

5

 

Gedei& Associates Inc

 

00000036

6

 

Moore Monrovia

 

00000030

7

 

MGI-Monbo& Company

 

00000031

8

 

Pan African Consultants

 

00000032

9

 

PKF-

 

Liberia

 

00000033

10

 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Liberia (PwC)

 

00000042

 

Individual Members Licensed to Practice (1 January to 31st December 2020)

No

 

NAME

 

LICENCED TO PRACTICE (YES/NO)

1

 

Arthur W. B. Fumbah

 

YES

 

2

 

Christopher K. Sokpor

 

YES

 

3

 

David M. Farhat

 

YES

 

4

 

George K.K. Fonderson

 

YES

 

5

 

Nim'ne E. Mombo, Sr.

 

YES

 

6

 

Prince Taylor

 

YES

 

7

 

Ranveek K Suji

 

YES

 

8

 

RoheitSuji

 

YES

 

9

 

Steven DindoSeimavula

 

YES

 

10

 

Theo Dekonty Joseph

 

YES

 

11

 

Winsley S. Nanka

 

YES

 

12

 

Francis B. S. Johnson

 

YES

 

13

 

Paul C. Collins

 

YES

 

Individual members in Good Standing (1 January to 31st December 2020)

No. Individual Members Membership #

1 Alex FavillElvino Cline 83

2 Amos Odame Adjei 94

3 Andrew S. Jallah 43

4 AnitCeceWollo-Woiwor 79

5

 

Arthur W. B. Fumbah

 

19

6

 

Booker T. Harris

 

58

7

 

Brima Koroma

 

92

8

 

Christopher K. Sokpor

 

21

9

 

David Awuah Mensah

 

97

10

 

David M. Farhat

 

7

11

 

David O. Carew

 

39

12

 

Decontee King-Sackie

 

77

13

 

Edward Gomado

 

66

14

 

Foday G. Kiazolu

 

33

15

 

Francis B.S. Johnson

 

1

16

 

G. Cecil Dole

 

84

17 George K.K. Fonderson 13

18 Hayfron Aboagye 60

19 Hector J. Wuor 51

20 Jerome Padmore 90

21 Jonah EkowAnnobil 96

22 Joseph TohHinneh 87

23 Kolawole Popoola 61

24 L. Olandor Boyce, I 48

25 Leroy NyahFendor 80

26 Micah TebahBelleh 85

27 Mohammed A. Dukuly 71

28 Mohammed B. Korleh 56

29 Mozart Carney Barnard 95

30 NajeemdeenAbiolaGiwa 98

31 Nicholas V. S. Peters 81

32 Nim'ne E. Mombo, Sr. 6

33 Papin Daniels, Jr. 59

34 Patience A. Dzebu 52

35 Paul C. Collins 16

36 Prince Taylor 28

37 Ranveek K. Suji 10

38 Raphael M. Quaye 55

39 Rita Ganidekam 91

40 RoheitSuji 18

41 S. Moses Kessellie, Jr. 38

42 Samora P. Z Wolokolie, Sr. 57

43 Samuel Mensah 42

44 Steven D. Seimavula 25

45 Subozu Kollie 89

46 Theo Dekonty Joseph 14

47 VerleewoSiakor 100

48 Victor S. Tanwone, Sr. 54

49 Winsley S. Nanka 20

50 Yusador S. Gaye 46

51 Zephaniah J. Smith 101

52 Zinnah B. Sackie 62
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SOLICITATION NUMBER:  VA-669-20-00004

ISSUANCE DATE: 02/26/2020
CLOSING DATE/TIME:03/25/2020 (17:30 local time)

SUBJECT:Solicitation for the AIDProcurement Agent, Cooperating Country National 
Personal Service Contract (CCNPSC).

Dear Prospective Offerors:

The United States Government, represented by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), is seeking offers from qualified persons to provide personal services 
under contract as described in this solicitation.

Offers must be in accordance with Attachment 1, Sections I through III of this solicitation.  
Incomplete or unsigned offers will not be considered.  Offerors should retain copies of all 
offer materials for their records.

This solicitation in no way obligates USAID to award a Personal Services Contract, nor does it 
commit USAID to pay any cost incurred in the preparation and submission of the offers. 

Any questions must be directed in writing to the Point of Contact specified in the attached 
information.

Sincerely,

/s/

Robert W. Appiah
Supervisory Executive Officer

ATTACHMENT 1

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

SOLICITATION NO: VA-669-20-00004

1. ISSUANCE DATE:02/26/2020

2. CLOSING DATE/TIME FOR RECEIPT OF OFFERS: 03/25/2020 at 17:30 Monrovia 
time

3. POSITION TITLE:  Procurement Agent

4. MARKET VALUE:$24,064.00 to USD $38,498.00 equivalent to CCN-08 in accordance
with AIDAR Appendix J and the Local Compensation Plan of the US Embassy in 

Monrovia,
Liberia. Final compensation will be negotiated within the listed market value.

5. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE:Initial two years with possibility of extension depending 
on need, performance, and availability of funding. This is considered a permanent position.

Employment under any contract issued under this solicitation is of a continuing nature. Its 
duration is expected to be part of series of sequential contract; all contract clauses, 
provisions, and regulatory requirements concerning availability of funds and the specific 
duration of the contract shall apply.  

6. PLACE OF PERFORMANCE:  Monrovia, Liberia with possible travel as stated in the 
statement of duties.

7. SECURITY LEVEL REQUIRED:  Facility and computer access 

8. STATEMENT OF DUTIES

A.  BACKGROUND

USAID and Liberia maintain a long-standing partnership to support economic stability and 
growth, strengthen democratic governance, and improve health and education systems. 
USAID/Liberia fosters a spirit of self-reliance and self-sufficiency, building and supporting 
local systems so there is no longer a need for external support. USAID/Liberia is the first bi-
lateral program to have an approved 2019-2024 Country Development Cooperation Strategy; 
the Mission is in the midst of designing and procuring a significant number of new activities, 
and the Mission fully embraces the Agency's newly issued Acquisition and Assistance Strategy 
as well as the Effective Partnering and Procurement Reform Initiative.

B.  BASIC FUNCTION OF THE POSITION
This position is in the Office of Acquisition and Assistance (OAA), USAID/Liberia. The 
incumbent is under the direct supervision of the Supervisory Contracting Officer (SCO) or 
his/her delegate. H/she performs procurement duties within the Simplified Acquisition 
Threshold (SAT) for both commodities and services, including international and local 
consultants; as well as a limited amount of clerical and secretarial duties on behalf of the SCO 
and the rest of the OAA team. 

Serving as the OAA advisor on simplified acquisitions, h/she is responsible for the operational 
expense and program related procurement activities for OAA (which includes support to other 
offices in the Mission), and procures a variety of commodities by contract, purchase order, or 
other available instrument. The position fully complies with all relevant US Government laws, 
regulations, policies and procedures; liaises with the Financial Management Office (FMO) and 

the Executive Office (EXO) to ensure the availability and accounting of funds, proper 
equipment inventory, etc., and monitors how well the contractors and service providers perform 
towards achieving a contract's purpose. 

He/she is principally responsible for planning and coordinating the procurement of goods and 
services throughout the year, and will be the technical liaison between the contractor(s) and the 
Contracting Officer; this will include monitoring services and  activity implementation, 
receiving goods and services, and verifying contractor performance.

The incumbent also serves as the principal administrative support person for the Office 
Director, ensuring that administrative functions are performed effectively, efficiently, and in a 
manner that promotes harmony and problem-solving, so that other office staff members may be 
more effective.
The incumbent is expected to work primarily in accomplishing the specific tasks as outlined 
below.  Given the nature of the position, the Procurement Agent will also be expected to respond 
to any changes in priorities that emerge during the contract period to provide efficient, timely, 
and effective services to the Mission.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
 PROCUREMENT DUTIES 60%

A. Performs all OAA local and off-shore procurement actions that are within the 
Simplified Acquisition Procedure (SAP) threshold for both program and operational 
expenses (OE) funded requests; from receipt of requests to preparation of purchase 
order (PO) or contract, and fully close out of the action. Procurement actions may use 
the full range of procurement instruments available for SAP. 

B. Provides assistance to support and technical offices on how to prepare appropriate 
documentation such as statements of work, statement of duties, government estimates 
(IGCE), evaluation criteria, and single source justifications. Works with Mission 
personnel to resolve questions related to budgets, classification of terms, 
reporting/deliverables requirements, market research and developing sources, and 
special conditions to be included in the solicitation document.

C. Develops solicitations and assists the Contracting Officer in screening and reviewing 
bids and quotations and negotiating contracts. Reviews responses and recommends the 
best offers based on knowledge of availability, delivery schedules, reliability of 
suppliers, and cost/price analysis.

D. Prepares and reviews final contract language, supplier's bill, and paperwork prior to 
submission to the Contracting Officer. Writes memorandum of negotiation and 
justification notes; has the responsibility for planning and organizing work, setting 
priorities, and making the most efficient use of available resources. 

E. Conducts periodic informal market surveys to allow reasonable control of prices 
offered. H/she is knowledgeable of the local and international market and the customs 
and shipping practices for delivery of commodities. Keeps abreast of market 
conditions, including price and availability of important commodities and services, and 
maintains contracts with officials of local supply firms to facilitate resolving 
procurement problems.

F. Prepares contract amendments, negotiates revisions to various contract provisions; 
writes memoranda of negotiation and prepares other required documentation as 
needed.

G. Monitors contractors' performance to ensure total compliance with the FAR, AIDAR 
procedures, policies and regulations, and Mission needs.

H. Works with the Financial Management Office on financial reviews or audits of 
implementing partner awards. Analyzes findings and recommends courses of action 
regarding questioned and ineligible costs to the Contracting Officer.

I. Closes out purchase orders, task orders, etc., when deliveries and payments are 
complete. Maintains a computerized database for generating special, quarterly and 
annual reports of Mission's procurements. Maintains an updated file of vendors, and all 
documentation associated with procurements and incoming and outgoing 
correspondence.

J. Maintains contract files and records, prepares reports on closing out purchase orders 
and contracts which have ended. Maintains an up-to-date filing system (orders, 
catalogues, magazines), and a contractor/vendor's database.

K. Performs contract management support and administrative functions in the review, 
termination and close-out of government contracts and delivery orders for awards both 
above and below the simplified acquisition threshold.

ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES                                   40%

A. The Agent takes messages in the absence of the supervisor and other staff, directing 
calls to appropriate staff members, receives and assists visitors, answers questions from 
the public and/or mission members, ensures that attendees are briefed or provided 
proper background material for meetings; and arranges for conference room space as 
required by OAA.  

B. The Agent receives and places phone calls, sends and receives E-mails, and sets up 
working meetings, workshops, conferences, and makes appointments at the request of 
the supervisor and other office staff within OAA with the Government of Liberia, 
donors, implementing partners, non-governmental organizations, private-sector, and 
other contacts; responds on behalf of the office director as needed, and takes minutes at 
meetings when requested.

C. The Agent schedules appointments based on knowledge of the supervisor's 
commitments, maintains the office calendar, maintains and develops leave plans, 
weekly travel reports, emergency database and the USAID cascade list for emergency 
contacts. The incumbent will have expertise in word processing and spreadsheet 
development in the performance of a variety of assignments such as typing 
correspondence and other documents in draft and final form, proof-reading for format 
and consistency with standard Mission and Embassy requirements in advance of the 
supervisor's signature.

D. The Agent maintains control of all correspondence for the OAA, is responsible for 
organizing OAA electronically located project/activity folders (“P” drive and 
subsequent filing systems), establishing and maintaining computerized tracking 
systems to track office actions, providing weekly reports to the SCO, drafting non-
technical responses to routine correspondence and letters in English, and searching 
files and records to assemble background information for correspondence and other 
pending actions.  The Agent reviews outgoing mail for proper address, routing, 
attachments, etc., prior to dispatch, reviewing outgoing correspondence for accuracy 
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and conformance with Mission formatting procedures and special instructions.  The 
Agent distributes internal policies and procedures as necessary.

E. The Agent establishes and maintains files according to standards set by 
USAID/Washington and the Mission Communications and Records 
Technician/Supervisor in EXO, and according to ADS provisions related to file and 
records retention. Marks correspondence and other documents for filing, and files 
accordingly.  Reviews all correspondence prepared in OAA or elsewhere in advance of 
the supervisor's signature, corrects errors by drafters and edits correspondence, and 
assures that responding correspondence fully meets the requirements posed by 
incoming correspondence to which it pertains.  The Agent maintains and updates 
documents such as visitors' lists, telephone listings, personnel rosters, vacation 
schedules, etc.

F. The Agent may assist, in his absence, the subject matter expert (SME) or principal point 
of contact for multiple internal procurement related systems such as GLAAS-the 
Agency's world-wide web-based acquisition and assistance system that manages 
awards throughout the procurement life cycle, ASIST-the Agency's official electronic 
filing system, CPARS-the USGs contractor performance and assessment system, etc. 
As assistant to the SME, the incumbent will be expected to become familiar with how 
the systems work, and be designated open/close accounts, troubleshoot issues and 
solve problems, liaise with USAID/W SMEs, etc.

G. H/she will make travel arrangements for OAA staff using the Agency's electronic travel 
system (E2)  to prepare travel authorization (TA) requests, submit and track travel 
approvals by the Regional Security Office when necessary, make hotel and airline 
reservations through the travel agency and arrange for transportation to and from the 
airport. The incumbent will prepare travel vouchers after completion of travel. Also, 
s/he will provide assistance making vehicle requests, apartment and hotel reservations 
for temporary duty (TDY) arrivals and departures, and ensures welcome kits are ready 
(if needed) and pre-arrival information is sent to incoming staff. Also, liaises with RSO 
for security passes, airport passes, emergency contact list, and in-country travel request 
coordination.

H. The incumbent is designated as POC for Country Clearance submissions and approvals 
through the eCC system, as well as File Custodian for OAA, responsible to upload 
documents and approved eCCs using ASIST. The incumbent is the primary timekeeper 
for OAA, collecting Time and Attendance (T&A) sheets from all the OAA staff, 
compiles these sheets and sends a consolidated report to the USAID main timekeeper. 
S/he will need to become proficient with WebTA, and other systems as needed.

I. Arranges and submits MyServices requests for office related equipment needs, office 
and cell phone issues, updates/maintains phone lists, and supports USDH and TCN 
staff with official residential maintenance requests and needs. 

9.POSITION ELEMENTS:

a.     Supervision Received:   
The Supervisory Contracting Officer or her/his delegate assigns work in terms of 
objectives and priorities. Assistance is provided on assignments. Employee exercises 
initiative and judgment in developing and coordinating the procurement actions from 
beginning up to award, in accordance with standard practices and established 
procedures.

b.  Supervision Exercised:  
None.

c.  Available Guidelines:  
  Guidelines include Federal (FAR) and Agency (AIDAR) procurement regulations, 

USAID Automated Directives System, Mission Orders, and other Agency and Mission 
policies and procedures as applicable.

d.  Exercise of Judgment:  
  Sound judgment is required to identify problems, provide guidance and make 

recommendations. A considerable degree of sound judgment is required in the analysis of 
costs, budgets, financial status and other characteristics of prospective contractors; in 
deciding what questions need to be asked to project officers and proposed contractors to 
ensure achievement of the acquisition objectives, purchase request or other instrument.

e.  Authority to Make Commitments: 
  The Procurement agent will participate in discussions and negotiations with 

potential vendors for related to simplified acquisition procedures. Purchase orders 
and all obligation documents will be reviewed and signed by the Contracting 
Officer. The job holder is not authorized to commit or obligate USG funds.

f.  Nature, Level, and Purpose of Contacts:   
   Daily contact with Mission staff, especially with the FMO, office chiefs, and team 

leaders or other technical team members including COR/AORs; may require 
occasional contact with Embassy procurement, mailroom services and shipping 
and customs staff; regular contact to be expected with counterparts, implementing 
partners and contractors, as well as with GOL officials and private sector business 
executives as needed.

Contact is maintained with the Financial Management Office and other Mission officials to 
obtain statements of work/scopes of work, financial data, clarification on terms, conditions 
and specifications of proposed purchase orders and contracts. Frequent and continuing 
contact is maintained with present and potential contractors, vendors, and suppliers to 
clarify terms and conditions of contracts and other procurement documents.
Time Expected to Reach Full Performance Level: One year.
  

10.  AREA OF CONSIDERATION:Open to All Interested CCNs (Cooperating Country 
Nationals). 

        AIDAR, Appendix J. 1 (b) Definitions:
      (6) “Cooperating country “means the country in which the employing USAID Mission is 

located. 
       (7) “Cooperating country national” (“CCN”) means an individual who is a cooperating 

country citizen, or a non-cooperating country citizen lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence in the cooperating country.

11. PHYSICAL DEMANDS
        The work requested does not involve undue physical demands.

12. POINT OF CONTACT:  
         All application packages are to be submitted:

Procurement Agent 
USAID/Liberia, C/O American Embassy Service Entrance, 
Gibson Street, Mamba Point, Monrovia  
Or by email to:Agatha W. Mangou, Human Resources Assistant, email: amangou@usaid.gov 
and Sylvester Browne, Human Resources Specialist, email: sbrowne@usaid.gov

II. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR THIS POSITION

a.   Education

     Completion of a four year university degree in administrative areas to include but not 
limited to accounting, business administration, finance, marketing, procurement 
systems, or a related technical/liberal science (agronomy, computer science, ecology, 
education, environmental sciences, mathematics, political science, etc.) is required. 
Specialized training in U.S. Government and USAID acquisition and assistance is 
desirable.

b.   Prior Work Experience

    Three to five years of progressively responsible work experience, of which two years 
could be in procurement, logistics, international development, or related field with 
other donor organizations, international development organizations, civil society or 
community-based organizations, private sector, or host-government 
organizations.

c.  Language Proficiency

      Level IV (fluent) English skills are required with demonstrated fluency in both written 
and spoken English.

d.     Clearances

    The ability to obtain medical and security clearances (Public Trust level –building 
access) in a timely manner is required.

III. EVALUATION AND SELECTION FACTORS
A.  Education—20 points

USAID will assess educational qualifications that increase the candidate's competitiveness for 
the position.

B. Relevant Work Experience – 40 Points 

USAID will assess relevant work experience that increases the candidate's competitiveness for 
the position.

C. Knowledge, Skills and Abilities – 20 Points

Must possess strong analytical, communication and interpersonal skills. H/she must have strong 
command of the English language as well as strong computer, writing and speaking skills, 
including keyboarding/typing skills. Incumbent must possess highly developed organizational 
and task prioritization/tracking skills.
Demonstrated ability to establish and maintain effective relationships at all levels within the 
Mission personnel, vendors, contractors, and high-level Embassy Officers. Incumbent must 
possess the ability to shift priorities as required and excellent customer service skills and be able 
to respond sympathetically to all staff in a timely and positive manner.
H/she must possess excellent negotiation and persuasive skills.  Ability to evaluate the 
capability of a contractor in terms of adequate productive facilities, current commitments, and 
financial status is desired. Incumbent must be skilled in determining the responsiveness of price 
and/or cost proposals, through analysis of cost elements. Must be able to speak authoritatively 
before USAID's personnel and counterparts to negotiate and represent the U.S. Government's 
best interests to both U.S. and host country individuals.

D. Communication and Computer Skills – 20 Points

Applicant skills in oral and written communication in the English language, including the 
ability to obtain, evaluate, and interpret reports, and to effectively communicate organizational 
mission and policies to staff and partners will be evaluated. USAID will evaluate the applicant's 
computer skills, including ease and skill in using MS-Office Suite of Applications and Google G 
Suite applications, and in using the internet to solve problems and conduct research on matters 
such as regulatory guidance and compliance.

Total possible points = 100

ADDITIONAL SELECTION CRITERIA
Management will consider potential nepotism/conflict of interest, and visa status when 
determining successful candidacy.

SELECTION PROCESS
After initial screening of applications, only short-listed applicants will be contacted and invited 
for an interview and a written exercise.  Applicants selected for interview will also be evaluated 
on their reference checks.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications shall be submitted no later than the closing date specified, and should include the 
following:

1. A clearly typed application cover letter that briefly summarizes why you believe you are 
qualified for this position.

2. Resume or CV.
3. The names and contact details of three references that can attest to your procurement 

management experience.
4. Documentation (e.g. copies of certificates or degrees) that address the minimum 

requirements of the position.
5. One to two-page writing sample broadly related to procurement development in Liberia.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: The U.S. Mission provides equal opportunity 
and fair and equitable treatment in employment to all people without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, political affiliation, marital status, or sexual 
orientation. 



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    82020                              

es Guinéens ont 
commencé à voter Ld i m a n c h e  p o u r  

approuver ou non une 
nouvelle Constitution et élire 
leurs députés, des scrutins 
perturbés à Conakry dès leur 
ouverture par des partisans 
d e  l ' o p p o s i t i o n  q u i  
soupçonne le président Alpha 
Condé de les organiser pour 
se maintenir au pouvoir.

Le vote a débuté à 08H00 
(GMT et locales) dans une 
école du centre-ville de 

FrançaisFrançais

Conakry, près du palais 
présidentiel, a constaté un 
journaliste de l'AFP.

Mais à Ratoma, dans la 
banlieue de Conakry, des 
jeunes ont attaqué des 
gendarmes devant des bureaux 
de vote dans une école.Une 
autre école dans la même zone 
a été attaquée et le matériel 
électoral saccagé, en l'absence 
d ' é l e c t e u r s ,  s e l o n  u n  
journaliste de l'AFP et des 
témoins.

mais il a été retardé en raison 
des circonstances imprévues.

Dans sa résolution, le 
pouvoir législatif a demandé à 
l’exécutif de prendre toutes les 
dispositions nécessaires pour 
procéder au recensement en 
2021.

Le sénateur Gble-bo Brown 
du comté de Maryland, dans 
une motion, a demandé que la 
résolution ne fût pas transmise 
au comité  des  agences  
autonomes dirigé par le 
sénateur J. Milton Teahjay du 

comté de Sinoe. Selon lui, les 
nombreux communications et 
documents qui avaient été 
t ransmi s  à  ce  comi té  
sénatorial n’ont pas encore 
été tra i tés  et  aucune 
conclusion n’a été présentée 
au Sénat. Il est allé plus loin 
en traitant le comité sur les 
a g e n c e s  a u t o n o m e s d e  
dormeur.

Le président du Sénat, 
Albert Chie, a ainsi constitué 
une commission ad hoc pour 
se saisir de la résolution et 
présenter son rapport à 
l’Assemblée plénière dans un 
bref délai.

En octobre 2019, le 
gouvernement du Libéria et 
ses partenaires avaient signé 
le projet de recensement 
national de la population et 
du logement 2021 à Monrovia, 
pour un coût estimé à 18,9 
millions de dollarsaméricains.

Le ministre des Finances et 
de la Planif ication du 
développement, Samuel 
Tweah, qui préside le conseil 
d'administration de l'Institut 
des statistiques et des 
services de géo-information 
du Libéria (LISGIS) et le 
directeur général de LISGIS, le 
professeur Francis Wreh, 
ava ient  s igné  pour  le  
gouvernement.

L a  C h a m b r e  d e s  
représentants a adopté la 
r é s o l u t i o n  c o m m u n e  
0 0 3 / 2 0 2 0 ,  a u t o r i s a n t  
l’Exécutifà procéder au 
recensement national à partir 
du 8 mars 2021.

L ' a r t i c l e  3 9  d e  l a  
Constitution du Libéria donne 
pouvoir au pouvoir législatif 
d’autoriser un recensement 
tous les 10 ans. Le dernier 
recensement national a eu 
lieu en 2008. Celui en attente 
aurait dû avoir lieu en 2018, 

L e  r é f é r e n d u m  
const i tut ionnel  et  les  
législatives avaient été 
reportés à la dernière minute 
il y a trois semaines dans un 
climat de vives tensions.

C ' e s t  s u r t o u t  l a  
Constitution qui déchaîne les 
passions.Depuis mi-octobre, 
des dizaines, voire des 
centaines de milliers de 
Guinéens sont descendus 
dans la rue contre l'intention 

Rep. Yekeh KolubahRep. Yekeh Kolubah

Mr. Nathaniel BlamaMr. Nathaniel Blama Mayor Jefferson Koijee Mayor Jefferson Koijee 

Sen. Darius Dillon Sen. Darius Dillon 
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e Rwanda a annoncé 
c e  s a m e d i  l e  Lconfinement de sa 

population et la fermeture 
des frontières pour endiguer 
l’épidémie de coronavirus, 
parmi les mesures les plus 
drastiques prises en Afrique 
subsaharienne, une région au 
système de santé fragile où le 
nombre d’infections ne cesse 
de grimper.

L’Organisation mondiale 
de la santé (OMS) s’est 
inquiétée à plusieurs reprises 
d’une poussée de la pandémie 
sur le continent africain, dont 
les systèmes de santé 
manquent cruellement de 
moyens.

S i x  d é c è s  o n t  é t é  
enregistrés jusqu’à présent 
en Afrique subsaharienne : 
trois au Burkina Faso, un au 
Gabon, un sur l’île Maurice et 
u n  e n  R é p u b l i q u e  
démocratique du Congo, à 
Kinshasa.

Et malgré les interdictions 
de rassemblements, les 
fermetures d’écoles, de bars, 
d e  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  l e s  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  d a n s  l e s  
t r a n s p o r t s  a é r i e n s  
notamment, en vigueur dans 
de nombreux de pays au sud 
du Sahara,  l ’ép idémie 
continue d’avancer.

L ’ A f r i q u e  d u  S u d  
particulièrement touchée

Plus de 500 contaminations 
avaient été rapportées au 20 
m a r s  e n  A f r i q u e  
subsaharienne, selon les 
autorités des divers pays, 
dont 200 en Afrique du Sud, le 
plus grand nombre de cas sur 
le continent.

Av e c  1 7  p e r s o n n e s  
infectées par le virus, le 
Rwanda a franchi ce samedi 
un pas supplémentaire dans la 
lutte contre l’épidémie. 
D é s o r m a i s  t o u s  l e s  
déplacements non essentiels 
et les visites hors du domicile 
y sont interdits, a annoncé le 
gouvernement, à l’exception 
d e s  s o r t i e s  p o u r  
s’approvisionner, pour se faire 
soigner ou se rendre à la 
banque.

Ce choix draconien est 
assorti de la fermeture de 
toutes les frontières du pays, 
sauf pour le trafic de 
marchandises et pour les 
citoyens rwandais de retour 
au pays.

Fermeture des frontières 
et couvre-feu

Après la découverte d’un 
nouveau cas, le quatrième, le 
C o n g o - B r a z z a v i l l e  a  
également annoncé " la 
fermeture immédiate et 

jusqu’à nouvel ordre de 
toutes les frontières".  
L’Angola, qui a fait état de ses 
deux premiers cas ce samedi, 
a fermé la sienne avec la RDC.

La Côte d’Ivoire (14 cas) et 
le Burkina Faso (40 cas), qui a 
enregistré mercredi le 
p remier  décès  l i é  au  
coronavirus en Afrique 
subsaharienne, devaient 
également fermer leurs 
frontières à partir de ce 
week-end.

Au Burkina, pays sahélien 
de 20 millions d’habitants, un 
couvre-feu a par ailleurs été 
instauré de 19h00 à 5h00 du 
matin.

Le Nigeria, pays le plus 
peuplé d’Afrique avec 200 
millions d’habitants, a 
fortement durci samedi ses 
mesures de protection face à 
la pandémie, en imposant 
notamment la fermeture 
partielle de lieux publics et 
d e  d e u x  a é r o p o r t s  
internationaux.

L a g o s ,  m é g a l o p o l e  
tentaculaire de 20 millions 
d’habitants à la population 
extrêmement dense, avait 
déjà adopté des mesures 
strictes de protection, en 
ordonnant la fermeture de 
tous les bars, restaurants, 
boîtes de nuit vendredi soir, 
avec "effet immédiat".

Mais ces dispositions 
s’annoncent extrêmement 
difficiles à mettre en place 
dans une ville où la grande 
majorité de la population 
dépend de l ’économie 
i n f o r m e l l e  e t  o ù  l e s  
rassemblements religieux, à 
l’église ou à la mosquée, 
attirent parfois des dizaines 
de milliers de personnes.

Le gouvernement du 
Sénégal, où près de 60 cas ont 
été  répertor iés ,  s ’est  
également voulu ferme 
samedi, écartant "toute 
t o l é r a n c e "  f a c e  a u x  
contrevenants aux règles, 
dont l’interdiction des 
rassemblements.

Le gouverneur de Dakar a 
fermé jeudi les mosquées 
dans la région mais des 
prières collectives y ont été 
organisées vendredi, dans un 
pays où près de 95% de la 
population est musulmane.

Au Zimbabwe (deux cas), 
un pays d’Afrique australe à 
genoux après deux décennies 
de crise économique, le 
p r é s i d e n t  
EmmersonMnangagwa a 
déclaré cette semaine l’état 
de catastrophe nationale et 
annoncé la fermeture des 
écoles.

                  MONDAY       MARCH    23

Coronavirus : l'épidémie 
avance en Afrique

Guinée : le référendum et législatives perturbés 
dès l'ouverture des bureaux de vote

Le parlement ordonne un 
recensement national 
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EW HAVEN – Dans un effort d’anticipation des 
conséquences économiques et financières de Nla pandémie de COVID-19, notre premier 

instinct consiste à rechercher des précédents et des 
solutions dans les crises passées. Beaucoup 
considèrent la crise financière mondiale de 2008 
comme le point de comparaison le plus pertinent, en 
particulier après les mesures de politique monétaire 
extraordinaires annoncées par le Réserve fédérale 
américaine le 15 mars. Raisonner de cette manière, 
c’est commettre une grave erreur.

Ce qui a fonctionné il y a 11 ans ne fonctionnera plus 
aujourd’hui. La pandémie de COVID-19 est le reflet 
miroir de la crise financière mondiale. La réponse 
politique doit s’y adapter en conséquences.

La crise financière a d’abord et avant tout consisté en 
un choc financier qui a durement frappé l’économie 
réelle. Le COVID-19 est une crise différente, une crise 
de santé publique. Les mesures draconiennes de lutte 
contre le virus – confinements, fermeture des 
transports, limitation des regroupements publics – 
produisent un choc sur l’économie réelle, avec des 
conséquences désastreuses pour les entreprises, 
leurs employés, et le secteur financier.

Face à la crise financière mondiale de 2008, des 
mesures sans précédent ont été appliquées par la 
Fed, qui se sont révélées à la fois appropriées et 
décisives dans l’appréhension de la source première 
du choc : un coup dévastateur porté au système 
financier. Dans la crise du COVID-19, la Fed ne peut 
jouer le même rôle, puisqu’elle doit gérer un choc 
secondaire : les répercussions financières du choc 
primaire subi par l’économie réelle.

La réponse de la Fed doit être considérée comme 
nécessaire, mais insuffisante, face à la crise du 
COVID-19. Le rôle qu’elle doit jouer est pour le moins 
délicat.

Les décisions politiques de la Fed en périodes de crise 
doivent toujours être prise judicieusement. À mesure 
de l’aggravation de la crise, la Fed s’est retrouvée 
dans une position très difficile. Sa très inhabituelle 
annonce formulée dimanche 15 mars autour de 
mesures exceptionnelles, seulement deux jours 
avant la tenue d’une réunion politique régulièrement 
prévue, a suscité un sentiment d’urgence qui a très 
certainement accentué la peur des investisseurs, et 
engendré des rumeurs de crise imminente de 
liquidité. Nous ne saurons jamais si la Fed aurait 
mieux fait d’attendre deux jours avant d’agir.

Cet épisode met toutefois en lumière une 
inconfortable vérité : nous sommes devenus 
beaucoup trop dépendants de correctifs monétaires 
considérés à travers le monde comme une panacée. 
Dans les jours qui ont suivi l’annonce dominicale 
surprise de la Fed, le carnage supplémentaire 
observé sur les marchés financiers a envoyé un 
message fort : l’artillerie lourde des banques 
centrales, qui a efficacement permis de maintenir 
debout des marchés financiers vacillants fin 2008 et 
début 2009, constitue non seulement un armement 
inadapté à la gestion d’une crise de santé publique, 
mais elle manque également tout simplement de 
balles réelles.

C’était évidemment le grand risque, depuis le départ. 
Après avoir échoué à normaliser les taux directeurs au 
lendemain de la crise financière mondiale, les 
banques centrales ne disposeraient plus que 
d’options limitées pour faire face au choc prochain et 
inévitable. Encore et toujours, nous découvrons 
combien un choc nouveau n’est jamais le même que 
le  précédent .  Nous  semblons  pourtant  
systématiquement nous concentrer sur une refonte 
(des politiques, réglementations et structures 
économiques) qui se trouve conditionnée par la 
dernière crise – ce qui nous conduit à un terrible 

désarroi lorsqu’une nouvelle crise survient.

Les crises ne peuvent être stoppée que si leur source est 
appréhendée. En pleine pandémie de COVID-19, 
l’accent doit être placé sur l’endiguement du virus, ce 
qui exigera des mesures inventives et rapides, axées 
avant tout sur les infrastructures de santé publique et 
sur la science visant à contenir et réduire le nombre de 
cas de COVID-19.

Certains évoquent une analogie avec les périodes de 
guerre pour souligner l’ampleur et la portée de la 
réponse politique aujourd’hui nécessaire. Bien que ces 
comparaisons soient parlantes, elles sous-entendent un 
certain degré de consensus politique, qui fait 
cruellement défaut dans l’environnement polarisé 
d’aujourd’hui. Triste constat en effet, polarisation 
intérieure, protectionnisme national et fragmentation 
mondiale se révèlent particulièrement problématiques 
lorsqu’il s’agit pour l’humanité de s’unir pour lutter 
contre un fléau planétaire.

Comme toujours, lorsque la crise aura été surmontée, 
beaucoup se livreront à une introspection sur les raisons 
du désastre. Les esprits s’interrogeront sur la 
mondialisation, qui apparaissait hier comme une 
bénédiction économique pour les pays pauvres comme 
pour les pays riches. Grâce à l’expansion majeure du 
commerce mondial, ainsi qu’à l’explosion 
concomitante des chaînes de valeur planétaires, les 
économies en développement relativement pauvres 
étaient vouées en tant que producteurs à réduire leur 
pauvreté ainsi qu’à élever leur niveau de vie, les pays 
développés bénéficiant pour leur part de la 
mondialisation au travers de leurs consommateurs, en 
mesure d’acheter des produits (et de plus en plus de 
services) à moindre prix. L’aspect « gagnant-gagnant » 
de cette mondialisation ne faisait quasiment aucun 
doute.

La mondialisation a néanmoins également conduit notre 
monde interdépendant à se concentrer uniquement sur 
la rapidité de la croissance économique, une croissance 
plus forte étant synonyme de gains plus élevés pour les 
pays producteurs et consommateurs. Seulement voilà, 
cette conception néglige la qualité de la croissance, 
oubliant non seulement les investissements 
cruellement nécessaires dans les infrastructures de 
santé publique et la lutte contre la maladie, comme 
nous le rappelle très durement la crise du COVID-19, 
mais également les investissements dans la protection 
de l’environnement, en dépit de preuves tout aussi 
évidentes du changement climatique.

Le manuel de survie face à la crise financière mondiale 
de 2008 a été rédigé pour un monde confronté à une 
menace pour la croissance économique en termes de 
quantité. Il ne peut servir pour un monde confronté à un 
choc engendré par des défaillances dans la qualité de la 
croissance. Les politiques monétaires et budgétaires 
peuvent atténuer les difficultés à court terme sur les 
marchés financiers, ainsi que venir en aide aux 
entreprises et communautés les plus durement 
frappées. En revanche, elles ne peuvent répondre à la 
priorité urgente d’une maîtrise et d’une réduction de la 
maladie.

Un large consensus veut aujourd’hui que la meilleure 
manière de relancer le moteur de la croissance 
mondiale consiste à aplanir la courbe des infections au 
COVID-19, à la fois pour les États dans leur individualité 
et au niveau mondial. Telle doit être la priorité des 
décideurs politiques durant cette crise, en lieu et place 
d’une reproduction du modèle de politique budgétaire 
né de la précédente. L’histoire démontre toute la 
résilience de l’économie mondiale moderne à l’issue de 
chocs négatifs, ce qui ménage l’espoir d’un rebond 
autogénéré. Un rebond qui toutefois ne pourra avoir 
lieu qu’une fois le COVID-19 contenu.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

prêtée à M. Condé d'essayer 
de se succéder à lui-même fin 
2020.

Au moins 31 civils et un 
gendarme ont été tués.Des 
dizaines d'opposants ont été 
a r r ê t é s  e t  j u g é s . L e s  
brutalités policières sont 
constamment dénoncées.

M. Condé, 82 ans, a été élu 
en  2010  et  réé lu  en  
2015.L'actuelle Constitution 
limite à deux le nombre de 
mandats, la nouvelle que 
p r o p o s e  M .  C o n d é  
également.

M a i s ,  a c c u s e n t  s e s  
o p p o s a n t s ,  e l l e  l u i  
permettrait de remettre son 
compteur à zéro.

- Un flou entretenu -
M. Condé assure qu'il s'agit 

de doter son pays d'une 
Constitution "moderne".Elle 
codifierait l'égalité des 
sexes, interdirait l'excision et 
le mariage des mineurs.Elle 
veillerait à une plus juste 
répartition des richesses en 
faveur des jeunes et des 
pauvres.

A la différence de son 
homologue ivoirien Alassane 
Ouattara qui a mis fin à des 
mois de spéculations en mars 
en annonçant qu'i l  ne 
briguerait pas sa propre 
succes s i on ,  M.  Condé  
entretient le flou. 

P o u r q u o i  s e r a i t - i l  
impossible d'autoriser un 
troisième mandat comme 
d a n s  d ' a u t r e s  p a y s ? ,  
demanda i t  récemment  
l'ancien opposant historique, 
p r e m i e r  p r é s i d e n t  
démocratiquement élu après 
des décennies de régimes 
autoritaires.

Les remises en cause 
internationales quant à la 
crédibilité du vote se sont 
succédé, étayées par la 
présence sur les listes 
électorales de 2,5 millions de 
noms douteux, soit le tiers du 
fichier.

Les recommandations des 
organisations internationales 
sur le fichier ont été 
"intégralement prises en 
compte", a affirmé le 
président Condé, dans un 
discours publié samedi sur la 
page  Facebook  de  l a  
prés idence guinéenne,  
a s su ran t  de s  s c ru t i n s  
"transparents".

"On n'a aucune preuve que 
c e t t e  o p é r a t i o n  ( d e  
nettoyage du fichier) a été 
effectuée", a dit à l'AFP le 

principal opposant, Cellou 
Dalein Diallo."M.Alpha Condé 
veut à tout prix aller à cette 
mascarade avant fin mars".

L'ONU a appelé vendredi à 
un processus "pacifique et 
transparent" et à un dialogue 
entre acteurs politiques.

L'opposition a promis de 
boycotter le vote et d'en 
empêcher la tenue.Samedi, du 
matériel électoral a été détruit 
et des locaux administratifs 
incendiés en province, selon 
d e s  t é m o i n s  e t  d e s  
responsables administratifs.

Mais rien n'a jusqu'alors 
dissuadé le gouvernement, pas 
même l'apparition récente du 
coronavirus.

- Covid-19 -
La Guinée a déclaré deux 

cas de contamination dont un a 
été guéri, a annoncé samedi le 
gouvernement.La présence du 
Covid-19 suscite l'attention 
dans un pays où la fièvre Ebola 
a fait 2.500 morts entre 2013 et 
2016.

"J'ai comme l'impression 
que notre pays prend les 
choses à la légère", s'émeut 
Amadou Oury Bah, banquier et 
homme politique."Au lieu de 
donner congé aux enfants pour 
une période conséquente pour 
limiter la propagation de cette 
maladie, les autorités sont 
plutôt intéressées par leur 
campagne électorale".

Le parti au pouvoir appelle à 
aller voter."Nous insistons sur 
le strict respect des règles 
hygiéniques" dimanche, a dit 
un de ses responsable Fodé 
Cissé.

Des chefs d'Etat ouest-
africains ont annulé leur 
mission de bons offices au 
cours de la semaine en 
G u i n é e . Av a n t  l e  v o t e  
initialement prévu le 1er mars, 
deux grandes organisations 
régionales avaient renoncé à 
déployer ou avaient rappelé 
leurs observateurs.

A v e c  l ' a t t e n t i o n  
internationale accaparée par 
la pandémie, la crédibilité du 
scrutin de dimanche risque 
d'être moins observée, surtout 
s i  l a  G u i n é e  n ' e s t  
qu'imparfaitement connectée 
au reste du monde.

Guilab, société gérant la 
connexion du pays, a prévenu 
que des travaux auraient lieu 
ce week-end sur un câble sous-
marin desservant le pays.La 
s o c i é t é  d e  
télécommunications MTN a 
aussi annoncé de possibles 
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La crise et ses comparaisons erronées

Par Stephen S. Roach

Guinée : le référendum 
et législatives perturbés 
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s part of preventive 
measures taken to Areduce the spread of 

coronavirus in Liberia, the 
government through the 
M in i s t r y  o f  Educa t i on  
announces extension of the 
closure of schools to 31 

March.
The measure announced 

over the weekend came as 
Liberia records its third 
confirmed coronavirus case.

According to a press 
release issued by the Ministry 
of Education, this is a 

he Ministry of Health 
and the National TP u b l i c  H e a l t h  

Institute of Liberia, NPHIL 
said on Friday March 20, 2020 
that they have sufficient 
P e r s o n a l  P r o t e c t i v e  
Equipment or PPEs which are 
being used by nurses and 
other public health workers 
assigned at the various 
quarantine centers.  

NPHIL and the Ministry 
stated that at no time any 
health worker has been 
assigned at the various 
quarantine centers without 
providing them with PPE.  

The c lar i f icat ion by 
Liberian health authorities 
comes in the wake of a 
publication in the 

Friday, March 20, 2020 
edition of the Frontpage 
Africa captioned: Inside 
Liberia’s Quarantine. The 
Liberian health authorities 
described the publication as 
false and misleading.  

The authorities wish to 
state abundantly clear that as 
part  o f  pub l ic  hea l th  
response, no health worker 
has ever been allowed to 
enter any quarantine center 
without a PPE.   

he Liberia National 
Office of the West TAfrican Examination 

C o u n c i l  ( W A E C ) ,  i n  
consultation with the Ministry 
of Education, has placed an 
indefinite suspension on the 
conduct of all its examinations 
for school candidates, 2020 
scheduled to have begun on 
April 6, 2020 until further 
notice.

According to a press 
release, this decision comes as 

a result of the negative impact 
of the novel Corona virus 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
subsequent protocols being 
put in place by governments of 
member countries of WAEC to 
prevent the spread of the 
disease.

The affected Examinations 
are: the West African Senior 
S c h o o l  C e r t i f i c a t e  
Examination (WASSCE) for 

School Candidates, 2020, the 
Liberia Junior High School 
Cert i f icate  Examinat ion  
(LJHSCE), and the Liberia 
Primary School Certificate 
Examination (LPSCE).

According to the release, 
WAEC wishes to assure all 
s choo l  au tho r i t i e s  and  
candidates as well as the public 
that this decision will be 
reviewed and new dates for the 
conduct of the examinations 

will be published once the 
health situation improves.

The office also informs 
officials of the government and 
stakeholders that it has put on 
hold activities leading to the 
hosting of the 68th Annual 
Council Meeting (ACM) which 
was expected to be held in 
Liberia from March 23 – 27, 
2020.—Press release

preventive measure to reduce 
the risk of COVID – 19 virus 
spreading.

It notes that this measure 
applies to all educational 
institutions in Liberia, as 
education officers will work 
with school administrators to 

ensure that this is observed.
“The Ministry has taken this 

decision based on the expert 
advice of the National Public 
Health Institute of Liberia 
(NPHIL) and the Ministry of 
Health,” the release says.

It adds that any decision on 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Health and NPHIL have termed 
as untrue rumors circulating in 
some quarters that the Liberian 
Government has asked the 

general public to remain 
indoors until 11:00pm to enable 
it spray the country of the 
Corona virus.  

The public is advised to 

re-opening of schools will be 
guided by the nation’s health 
experts.

According to the Ministry of 
Education, it understands 
that this is a difficult time, 
and that uncertainty may be 
causing concerns for parents 
and families.

“Our highest priority is the 
safety and well-being of our 
students and teachers. The 
Ministry will inform the public 
as soon as new information is 
available,” it adds.

In the meantime, the 
Ministry of Education says it 
is, along with parents, 
developing ways through 
media and other forms of 
technology to keep students 
learning while they are at 
home.

It encourages families to 
keep children reading and 
studying at home, and also 
calls on the public to follow 
the government’s health 
advice.

In a related development, 
Health Minister Dr. Wilhemina 
Jallah is reported to have 
announced series of measures 
on Sunday, 22 March, as she 
declared a national health 
emergency.

She is quoted as declaring 
Montserrado and Margibi 

desist from spreading rumors 
and misleading information as 
these have the propensity to 
undermine the Coronavirus 
response efforts. 

Health authorities are 
encouraging journalists to 
kindly verify information 
before going to press.  

More headline news   More headline news

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

GoL extends closure of schools

MoH, NPHIL say sufficient PPEs are 
available for health workers 

WAEC suspends 
conduct of examinations

r e s i den t  Geo rge  
Manneh Weah has Pappointed a new chair 

for the National Elections 
Commission, including a fresh 
team of commissioners, 
replacing Cllr. Jerome George 
Korkoya and his entire Board of 
Commissioners.

 According to the Executive 
Mansion, the President took 

the decision Saturday, March 
2 1 ,  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  
nominations in government. 

The  nominat ions  a re  
h o w e v e r  s u b j e c t  t o  
confirmation by the Liberian 
Senate where applicable. 

Below is full list of 
nominees from the President 
as released by the Executive 
Mansion:

Weah’s ax falls at NEC
-Korkoya, others sacked

National Election Commission:
Cllr. A. Ndubusi Nwabudike, Chairman

Davidetta Browne Lansanah, Co-Chairman

Cllr. Ernestine Morgan-Awar, Commissioner

Floyd Sayor, Commissioner

Barsee Kpankgpa, Commissioner

Josephine Kou Gaye, Commissioner

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission:
Cllr. Edward K. Martin, Executive Chairperson

National Bureau of Concessions:
Cllr. Edwin Dennis,Executive Director

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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 nationwide health 
emergency declared Aby the Liberian 

Government to help curb the 
spread of COVID-19 here 
came into force early Sunday 
morning.

Churches  and  other  
religious worship centers 
where people had gathered 
before the emergency order 
came into force had to send 
worshippers home, directing 
them to follow the services 
online.

The government said the 
declaration of the nationwide 
health emergency is in line 
with title 33, Chapter 14 of 
the Public Health Law of 
Liberia.

The declaration outlined 
several stringent measures 
which includes the closures of 
all schools both private and 
public including universities, 
computers schools and all 
other training institutions; all 
bars, casinos, video clubs, 
cinemas, betting centers, 
beaches both private and 

res ident George 
Manneh Weah during Pt h e  w e e k e n d  

( S a t u r d a y,  M a r c h  2 1 )  
nominated Cllr. A. Ndubusi 
Nwabudike as chairman of the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission along with 
Davidetta Browne Lansanah 
a s  Co -Cha i rman,  C l l r.  
Ernestine Morgan-Awar, 
Commissioner; Floyd Sayor 
Commi s s i o ne r ;  B a r s ee  
Kpankpa Commissioner; and 
J o s e p h i n e  K o u  G a y e  
Commissioner, respectively.

However,  there  a re  
arguments on local and social 
media  about  the new 
chairman- designate, Cllr. 
Nwabudike – who is he, 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  
experiences and nationality?

Cllr. Nwabudike is a 
prominent lawyer who has 

public ordered closed.
Churches, Mosques, and 

other religious places of 
worshiped were also ordered 
closed on Sunday morning. 
Large gathering to include 
sporting activities, parties of 
more than 10 persons are also 

worked extens ive ly  and 
acquired up to 20 years of 
experience in the areas of legal 
research, advocacy, public 
policy planning and analysis. He 
is a team player, a consensus 
builder, with a focus on details 
and concrete results.

Cllr. Nwabudike received his 
LL.B from the Lewis Arthur 
G r imes  Schoo l  o f  Law,  
University of Liberia, and both 
LL.M. from the Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy and 
Loyola University, Chicago, 
USA, respectively. He also holds 
a MSc from the Graduate School 
of Regional Planning and Public 
Policy, University of Liberia.

He served with the United 
Nations System for twelve (12) 
years which provided him the 
experience of working with 
individuals from very diverse 
cultural and professional 
backgrounds. During his years 

persons at a time with each 
being six feet apart from each 
other. Banks were also ordered 
to allow 5 customers at a time 
the same apply to restaurants 
and cook shops.

The government restriction 
also banned streets selling, 
while restrictions have been 
placed on the movement of 
peop le  i n  and  ou t  o f  
Montserrado and Margibi 
Counties which are the 
affected areas so far.

The Government’s latest 
pronouncement came after 
health authorities announced 
that it they had recorded the 
third confirmed coronavirus 
case here.

The victim, a 63 year old 
woman tested positive for the 
Coronavirus disease in the 

ordered banned. Wedding and 
funerals are allowed but 
should not include more than 
10 persons. Those attending 
such functions are to keep a 
distance of six feet apart.

Supermarkets and large 
stores are to allow only 10 

at the UN, he acquired 
excellent competence in 
providing strategic direction 
a n d  g u i d a n c e  i n  t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  
particularly in the areas of 
judicial  system reform 
programs and development 
project initiatives in post-
c o n f l i c t  a n d  f r a g i l e  
environment.

Within this period, the 
N iger ian -born  L iber ian   
further sharpen his ability to 
employ the necessary skills 
and sensitivity required to 
integrate cross-cutting issues 
like gender, human rights, and 
peace building in a multi-
cultural environment.

Two of his most recent 
works were involved with 
leading a five-member team 
comprising of counselors and 
prominent Liberians on a 
S p e c i a l  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
Committee to examine 
allegations by Global Witness 
in its reports involving the 
National Oil Company of 
Liberia (NOCAL). Before this, 
he had also served as “Special 
Investigator” looking into the 
usage and misappropriations 
of donor funds in the 
agriculture sector (Ministry of 
Agriculture) 2017.

H i s  hobb ies  i nc lude  
basketball and chess, and 
playing musical instruments. 
He holds active membership 
with several national and 
international organizations 
a n d  s p e a k s  s e v e r a l  
international and national 
languages. He is blessed with 
two children, a boy and a girl. 
-Edit ing  by  Jonathan 
Browne

country, after report say she 
had attended a beach party 
with an affiliate who had 
returned from Europe-details 
about the friend who returned 
from Europe is still scanty as 
health officials are still mute. 
H o w e v e r  t h e r e  a r e  
speculations that she is still in 
quarantine at a government 
held center. 

Health officlas say the three 
confirmed cases are being 
treated at the 14 Military 
Hospital in Margibi County. 

Meanwhile, as at March 18, 
2020, the National Public 
Health Institute reported that 
there were one hundred and 
forty-four (144) contacts 
listed. Out of this number 28 
were described as high risk and 
116 low risk.

Counties as infected areas to 
remain in effect for the next 21 
days.

She is reported to have 
ordered all schools, public and 
p r i v a t e ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
computer schools and any 
other learning institution 
closed.

She has further instructed 
the closure of all beaches, 
both private and public bars, 
nightclubs, casinos, betting 
centers, cinemas, video clubs, 
entertainment centers.

The measure also include 
closure of Churches, mosques, 
religious centers and other 

Liberia Water & Sewer Corporation:
Macarthur Hilltop, Deputy Managing Director 

General/Technical Service
 
Ministry of Finance & Developement Planning:
James D. Sao, Assistant Minister                                                                                                        

Macroeconomic Policy 
Central Agricultural Research Institute (CARI)

Minister of Agriculture:                                                                   
Chair/Statutory Member
John P. Chea                                                                                  
Member

 
Liberia Telecommunication Corporation (LITELCO)
Minister of Post & Telecommunication  
Statutory Member
 
National Public Health Institute of Liberia
Dr. Mosoka Fallah, Director General
 
National Food Assistance Agency
Ballah Herbelt, Director/Administrator                                 
 
Governance Commission
George Howe, Commissioner
 
Liberia National Fire Service
Mark Dolo, Deputy Director/Operations
 
Ministry of Posts & Telecommunications:
Joseph Mike Gonlehtuo       

places of worship.
Restaurants, cookshops have 

been encouraged to only allow 
five customers in at a time and 
ensure customers keep a 
distance at all time, as large 
gatherings, sporting activities, 
parties of more than 10 people 
are all banned here.

She is however reported of 
permitting that weddings and 
funerals will be allowed, but 
with at most 10 people 
attending.
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Who is NEC’s new boss?
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
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arouane Fellaini has 
tested positive for Mthe coronavirus, his 

club Shandong Luneng said 
Sunday, the former Manchester 
United player becoming the 
first known case in the Chinese 
Super League (CSL).

The 32-year-old Belgian 
international midfielder has a 
normal temperature and is 
feeling fine, Shandong said, 
but "is under observation and 
hav ing  t reatment  at  a  
designated medical facility".

"The club will do its best... 
to help in the treatment and 

recovery of the player."
Fellaini is just the latest high-

profile name in football to catch 
the disease, joining the likes of 
Juventus forward Paulo Dybala, 
Chelsea winger Callum Hudson-
Odoi and Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta.

But he is the first confirmed 
case in the CSL, dealing a blow to 
the league's hopes of starting the 
season as early as next month. 

The campaign was supposed to 
begin last month but has been 
indefinitely postponed by the 
outbreak. Fellaini, also formerly 
of Everton, joined Shandong 

We Offer The Following Printing Services:

- Newspapers, Magazines
2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  - Flyers, Posters, Calendars 

- Brochures, Letterhead 

- Receipts, Invoices  

-  Souvenirs, Gifts

-  Designs,  etc...

The NewDawn PressThe NewDawn Press

Luneng from English giants 
United in February last year for a 
reported 7.2 million euros.

On Saturday, the Chinese 
Football Association said that 
the country's best-known player, 
forward Wu Lei, had also tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

Wu, who plays for Spanish 
strugglers Espanyol, is in self-
isolation at home in Barcelona 
and has only mild symptoms.

The coronavirus emerged in 
the central Chinese city of 
Wuhan in December and has 
since spread across the world 
and become a pandemic. 

on the embassy’s website in 
Monrovia reads.    

The U.S. Department of 
State had on March 14, 
authorized the departure of 
U.S. personnel and family 
members from any diplomatic 
or consular post in the world 
who have been medically 
determined to be at higher 
risk of a poor outcome if 
exposed to COVID-19.

The embassy here says in 
response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 outbreak, U.S. 
Peace Corps are in the process 
of evacuating their Volunteers 
from all posts.

A Global Level 4 Health 
Advisory issued by the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  
admonishesU.S. citizens to 
avoid all international travels 
due to the global impact of 
COVID-19. 

It says in countries where 
c ommerc i a l  depa r t u r e  
options remain available, U.S. 
citizens who live in the United 
States should arrange for 
immediate return to America, 
unless they are prepared to 
remain  abroad for  an  
indefinite period.

announces closure of schools, 
chu rches ,  mosques  and  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  
gatherings in Montserrado and 
Margibi Counties for 21 days, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Ro b e r t s  
International Airport (with 
limited exceptions) beginning 
today, Monday.  

“The U.S. Embassy is 
mon i to r i ng  the  cu r rent  
situation in Liberia and is aware 
o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p  f l i g h t  
cancellations are creating for 
U.S. citizens who need to get 
United States”, an alert posited 

n the wake of the 
Ministry of Health’s Ideclaration of the 

Coronavirus situation in 
Liberia as a National Health 
Emergency, the United States 
Embassy near Monrovia 
suspends routine consular 
services, effective today, 
Monday, 23 March.

Liberia has recorded its 
third case of the virus with 
health authorities here 
tracing scores of contacts.
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Fellaini is first coronavirus case in Chinese Super League

U.S. Embassy suspends consular services

By Jonathan Browne
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