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llen Johnson Sirleaf, 
who made history as EAfrica's first elected 

female president, led Liberia 
for 12 years including during 
the 2014-16 Ebola outbreak 
that killed nearly 5,000 
people in her country.

The BBC asked the Nobel 

Peace Laureate for her 
reflections on the current 
coronavirus crisis.

Dear fellow citizens of the 
world,

On 19 October 2014, at the 
height of the deadly Ebola 
outbreak in West Africa, when 
2,000 of my citizens had 
a l r e a d y  p e r i s h e d  a n d  

infections were growing 
exponentially, I wrote a letter 
to the world pleading for the 
mobilisation of personnel and 
resources.

I demanded a show of global 
unity to avert what we feared 
wou l d  be  a  wo r l dw ide  
pandemic.

Today, I take this opportunity 
to raise my voice in a message of 
solidarity. Almost six years ago, 
I explained how Liberia's post-
conflict economy, and its fragile 
healthcare system, made it 
vulnerable to the rapid spread 
of disease, and I contended that 
how the world responded to the 
localised crisis in West Africa, 

the world.
I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  

coronavirus outbreak, I am 
making a similar plea to my 
fellow world citizens. I do this 
with an acute awareness that 
while African nations have so 
far been spared the worst, it is 
only a matter of time until it 
batters the continent which is 
the least prepared to fight it.

We must act to slow down, 
b r e a k  t h e  c h a i n  o f  
transmission, and flatten the 
curve. It is clear that lapses 
were made in the initial 
response to the virus, from 
Asia to Europe, to the 
Americas. Cues were missed. 
Time was wasted.

Information was hidden, 
minimised, and manipulated. 
Trust was broken. Fear drove 

would define our collective 
healthcare security.

I  a r g u e d  t h a t  a n  
uncontrolled contagion, no 
matter where in the world, 
and no matter how localised, 
is a threat to all of humanity.

The world responded 
positively. And did so boldly.A 

m a s s  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  
resources led by the UN, the 
World Health Organization, 
and the US followed. We 
defeated it together. As a 
result, today there are 
effect ive exper imental  
vaccines and antivirals thanks 
to the collaboration of the 
best scientific minds around 

people to run, to hide, to hoard 
to protect their own, when the 
only solution is, and remains 
based in the community. I know 
this. I made all of those 
missteps in 2014, and so did the 
world's responders. But we 
self-corrected, and we did it 
together. 

We are at a critical juncture 
as borders are closing around 
the world to slow the rate of 
transmission. Let us not take 
the wrong cue from this. It does 
not mean that we are on our 
own, every country for 
themselves. On the contrary, it 
is the sign of a communal 
response, that border closures 
make a difference. BBC

uthorities in Ghana 
have started a two-Aweek lockdown on 

Monday of three cities - 
Accra, Tema and Kumasi - that 
were identified as hotspots 

for the spread of coronavirus.
President Nana Akufo-Addo 

announced the order on Friday 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus and help with being able 
to trace people who've been in 

contact with positive cases.
It  prompted a mass 

movement of people out of 
those three affected cities 
over the weekend. This in turn 
has raised serious concerns 
about the possibility of people 
spreading the disease in other 
parts of the country.

Only Ghanaians providing 
essential services like health 
w o r k e r s ,  s o m e  k e y  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
restaurants and food vendors 
can now go out.

Residents of the affected 
cities will also be allowed to 
go out to buy food.

Commercial vehicles are 
operating but with a reduced 
number of passengers.

Over 35,000 joint police 
and military personnel have 
been deployed to enforce the 
directives.

Ghana's borders remain 
shut. The country has so far 
recorded more than 150 
confirmed cases of the 
disease and five deaths.BBC

imbabwe went into 
f u l l  c o r o n a v i r u s  Zlockdown for three 

weeks on Monday, coming 10 
days after confirming its first 
case.

Police on Sunday mounted 
r o a d b l o c k s  a n d  t h e  
government said the military 
will step in, if necessary, to 
enforce the stay-at-home 
order.

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
healthcare professionals are 
already refusing to work 

because they say they don't 
h a v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  
equipment.

Zimbabweans may face up 
to one year imprisonment for 
violating the order and up to 20 
years for false reports about 
the lockdown.

So far the country has 
recorded seven cases of the 
virus, including one death.

Over the weekend, there 
were long queues outside 
banks and supermarkets as 
Zimbabweans prepared for the 

lockdown. Crowds gathered 
at bus stations, preparing to 
head back to their rural 
homes.Almost all businesses 
and markets must shut down 
for the next 21 days.

Movement to buy food 
and medicines is limited to 
within a five kilometre 
radius of homes.

With seven recorded 
cases, the outbreak is not a 
crisis here yet. The tough 
action, which includes a ban 
on the sale of alcohol, was 

taken amid fears that if the 
coronavirus spreads the 
pandemic could devastate a 
broken health system.

There is an enormous 
sense of uncertainty about 
the weeks ahead. Most 
Zimbabweans are informal 
traders, surviving off daily 
earnings.

Without savings and no 
way to earn an income they 
face tough times ahead.BBC

Ghana begins corona 
virus lockdown

People queued for gas after the president's announcementPeople queued for gas after the president's announcement

Coronavirus lessons from 
president who led Ebola fight

Pres. Sirleaf, seen here at the White House in 2015, worked with the leaders of neighbouring 
countries Sierra Leone (L) and Guinea (R) as well as the US to defeat Ebola

Zimbabweans begin life 
under virus lockdown

Zimbabwe's doctors have vowed to boycott work 
unless they are provided with protective gear

Zimbabwe's doctors have vowed to boycott work 
unless they are provided with protective gear
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INGAPORE – No health system in the world 
has the surge capacity to cope with an Sinflux of tens of thousands of patients in a 

matter of weeks, as is the case with the COVID-
19 pandemic. Add in the fact that about one in 
seven people diagnosed with the virus will 
require hospitalization, and that about one in 
20 will need mechanical ventilation, and you 
have a recipe for systemic overload and 
breakdowns.

If developed countries with efficient health 
systems are struggling to mount an effective 
response to COVID-19, then what hope do far 
weaker systems have? After all, poorer 
countries generally lack the technology, 
training, and resources to find those infected 
with the virus, isolate them in suitable 
facilities to minimize onward transmission, 
and treat them adequately in order to 
minimize morbidity and mortality.

These countries also tend to be weaker in 
standard epidemiological responses such as 
contact tracing, as well as in procuring and 
ascertaining a steady supply of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for frontline 
health-care workers. True, more authoritarian 
regimes (which a number of poor countries 
undoubtedly are) may be able to impose more 
stringent forms of mandatory social distancing. 
But they may be less able to mitigate the 
negative consequences of such measures, 
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c a l l y  
disadvantaged groups.

So, what can countries with weak health 
systems do in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic?

Locking down borders minimizes importation 
risk and gives national health systems 
additional time to prepare their workforces. 
But for countries that often rely on external aid 
for essential goods and services, including 
medical supplies, a complete border shutdown 
could trigger a humanitarian crisis.

Moreover, the COVID-19 virus spreads most 
efficiently during the first few days of 
symptoms, when the disease typically is mild. 
Yet, in many poorer countries, people see a 
health-care provider only after they have been 
sick for much longer or become severely ill. 
Most will continue to work in the interim to 
maintain an income for their family. To prevent 
this, governments and community leaders will 
need to increase health literacy and establish 
financial safety nets to protect against 
widespread poverty – but that is easier said 
than done.

In addition, many low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs) still rely on community-
health workers to provide basic primary care, 
especially in rural areas. But these citizens 
may be the most exposed and at risk when 
there is widespread community transmission, 
especially if they lack the necessary PPE to 
protect themselves. Many of them also will be 
unable to distinguish the symptoms of COVID-

19 infections from those of other influenza-like 
illnesses. All frontline health-care workers 
therefore must be trained in the effective use of 
PPE to minimize infection risk (and equipped 
accordingly), and understand how to triage and 
isolate suspected COVID-19 infections.

Moreover, in many LMICs, health-care 
professionals in tertiary hospitals (which offer 
the broadest range of services) will need 
additional instructions regarding intensive-care 
management of the most severe COVID-19 cases. 
This requires the careful coordination of teams 
of three to five health-care workers to provide 
round-the-clock clinical oversight.

Accurately diagnosing a COVID-19 infection 
requires dedicated laboratory facilities to 
perform the genetic RT-PCR test on specimens of 
sputum or nasal swabs collected from suspected 
cases. But poor countries often lack access to the 
genetic technology and trained lab technologists 
needed to run these tests, and must rely on aid 
from international partners to plug the gaps.

The inability to diagnose COVID-19 infections 
accurately also confounds the process of contact 
tracing – identifying the people who have been in 
recent contact with someone known to have 
COVID-19, and who thus may be similarly 
infected. Moreover, establishing these linkages 
requires dedicated trained personnel to conduct 
interviews and investigate. Indeed, there is 
worldwide concern that the low number of 
reported COVID-19 cases in many poorer 
countries reflects their weaker capacity to test 
and trace, rather than the virus not having 
established a foothold there yet.

In planning their national response to COVID-19, 
therefore, leaders of LMICs need to recognize 
where the gaps are, whether in the number of 
health-care and epidemiological professionals, 
the amount of clinical infrastructure, or supplies 
of medical equipment. Having identified these 
gaps, governments can then reach out to the 
World Health Organization and well-resourced 
trade partners for support and advice. Here, 
China has emerged as a leading global provider 
of international aid in the form of both supplies 
and technical advice.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a global crisis of the 
sort the world has not experienced in 
generations. Policymakers must therefore go 
beyond country-level responses to the virus and 
mount a coordinated global effort, in particular 
by ensuring that technical expertise and 
resources are common goods to be shared.

Just as a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link, so the failure of a single country to contain 
COVID-19 heightens the risk to the rest of the 
world. Countries with stronger health systems 
must now urgently assist their weaker 
counterparts, which in turn should readily 
accept any aid that helps them tackle this deadly 
global threat.

Just as a chain is only as strong as its weakest link, so the failure of a single country to 
contain COVID-19 heightens the global risk. Countries with stronger health systems 
must now urgently assist their weaker counterparts, which in turn should readily 
accept any aid that helps them tackle this deadly global threat.
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MEASURES BEING IMPLEMENTED by the Government of 
Liberia to prevent spread of the COVID-19, including 
demolition of marketers' stalls is pushing citizens, most 
of them already at the margin of society, into grinding 
poverty and near death.   

LIKE IN MOST African countries, majority of Liberians 
survive thru the informal sector, by engaging in petty 
trade. But the current demolition of market stalls as 
part of measures to promote social distancing appears 
to be having serious negative impact on ordinary 
citizens, making daily sustenance almost impossible.

AUTHORITIES HERE HAVE already shut down schools, 
churches, and mosques, among others as well as 
restrict large public gatherings in a string of preventive 
measures to maintain public safety.

BUT WHAT SEEMS to being ignored by the government 
is some form of stimulus package to help vulnerable 
citizens losing their only means of making life keep 
surviving until the crisis subsides any time soon.

GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE SEEMS one-sided, as focus 
is placed on shutting down, sending non-essential 
employees home, amid looming shortages of basic 
commodities and rising prices. Citizens' survivability is 
a problem here.

WHILE WE WELCOME these early measures, 
unexpected or corresponding repercussions should not 
be ignored or brushed aside, as if they do not exist. 
Students are not in school, parents are sent on 
compulsory leave and market stalls are being 
demolished. How do the people survive?

HUNGER CAN PUSH anyone to do something he never 
planned just to stay alive. And the way the authorities 
are proceeding may attract such deviant options unless 
current policies or responses are reconsidered.

SURELY, THE GOVERNMENT of Liberia is not interested 
in protecting corpses, but human lives. However, 
uncalculated measures against COVID-19 could 
boomerang if care were not taken, as the reality seems 
to be.

SHUTTING DOWN BUSINESSES, particularly in the 
informal sector in the absence of a national supportive 
package could become counter-productive not only to 
the population but the government itself, as it could 
invite a serious social problem for the entire country.

WE ARE NOT prophets of doom, but this is an honest 
endeavor to get our leaders to consider both sides of 
the coins before acting.      

2020                              

COVID-19 fight makes life 
unbearable for citizens
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The COVID-19 Weakest Links

By Yik-Ying Teo
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After the 2008 financial crisis, we learned the hard way what happens when 
governments flood the economy with unconditional liquidity, rather than laying the 
foundation for a sustainable and inclusive recovery. Now that an even more severe 
crisis is underway, we must not repeat the same mistake.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

ONDON – Capitalism is facing at least three major crises. A pandemic-induced health crisis 
has rapidly ignited an economic crisiswith yet unknown consequences for financial Lstability, and all of this is playing out against the backdrop of a climate crisis that cannot be 

addressed by “business as usual.” Until just two months ago, the news media were full of 
frightening images of overwhelmed firefighters, not overwhelmed health-care providers.

This triple crisis has revealed several problems with how we do capitalism, all of which must be 
solved at the same time that we address the immediate health emergency. Otherwise, we will 
simply be solving problems in one place while creating new ones elsewhere. That is what 
happened with the 2008 financial crisis. Policymakers flooded the world with liquidity without 
directing it toward good investment opportunities. As a result, the money ended up back in a 
financial sector that was (and remains) unfit for purpose.

The COVID-19 crisis is exposing still more flaws in our economic structures, not least the 
increasing precarity of work, owing to the rise of the gig economy and a decades-long 
deterioration of workers’ bargaining power. Telecommuting simply is not an option for most 
workers, and although governments are extending some assistance to workers with regular 
contracts, the self-employed may find themselves left high and dry.

Worse, governments are now extending loans to businesses at a time when private debt is 
already historically high. In the United States, total household debt just before the current 
crisis was $14.15 trillion, which is $1.5 trillion higher than it was in 2008 (in nominal terms). And 
lest we forget, it was high private debt that caused the global financial crisis.

Unfortunately, over the past decade, many countries have pursued austerity, as if public debt 
were the problem. The result has been to erode the very public-sector institutions that we need 
to overcome crises like the coronavirus pandemic. Since 2015, the United Kingdom has cut 
public-health budgets by £1 billion ($1.2 billion), increasing the burden on doctors in training 
(many of whom have left the National Health Service altogether), and reducing the long-term 
investments needed to ensure that patients are treated in safe, up-to-date, fully staffed 
facilities. And in the US – which has never had a properly funded public-health system – the 
Trump administration has been persistently trying to cut funding and capacity for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, among other critical institutions.

On top of these self-inflicted wounds, an overly “financialized” business sector has been 
siphoning value out of the economy by rewarding shareholders through stock-buyback schemes, 
rather than shoring up long-run growth by investing in research and development, wages, and 
worker training. As a result, households have been depleted of financial cushions, making it 
harder to afford basic goods like housing and education.

The bad news is that the COVID-19 crisis is exacerbating all these problems. The good news is 
that we can use the current state of emergency to start building a more inclusive and 
sustainable economy. The point is not to delay or block government support, but to structure it 
properly. We must avoid the mistakes of the post-2008 era, when bailouts allowed corporations 
to reap even higher profits once the crisis was over, but failed to lay the foundation for a robust 
and inclusive recovery.

This time, rescue measures absolutely must come with conditions attached. Now that the state 
is back to playing a leading role, it must be cast as the hero rather than as a naive patsy. That 
means delivering immediate solutions, but designing them in such a way as to serve the public 
interest over the long term.

For example, conditionalities can be put in place for government support to businesses. Firms 
receiving bailouts should be asked to retain workers, and ensure that once the crisis is over they 
will invest in worker training and improved working conditions. Better still, as in Denmark, 
government should be supporting businesses to continue paying wages even when workers are 
not working – simultaneously helping households to retain their incomes, preventing the virus 
from spreading, and making it easier for businesses to resume production once the crisis is over.

Moreover, bailouts should be designed to steer larger companies to reward value creation 
instead of value extraction, preventing share buybacks and encouraging investment in 
sustainable growth and a reduced carbon footprint. Having declared last year that it will 
embrace a stakeholder value model, this is the Business Roundtable’s chance to back its words 
with action. If corporate America is still dragging its feet now, we should call its bluff.

When it comes to households, governments should look beyond loans to the possibility of debt 
relief, especially given current high levels of private debt. At a minimum, creditor payments 
should be frozen until the immediate economic crisis is resolved, and direct cash injections 
used for those households that are in direst need.

And the US should offer government guarantees to pay 80-100% of distressed companies’ wage 
bills, as the UK and many European Union and Asian countries have done.

It is also time to rethink public-private partnerships. Too often, these arrangements are less 
symbiotic than parasitic. The effort to develop a COVID-19 vaccine could become yet another 
one-way relationship in which corporations reap massive profits by selling back to the public a 
product that was born of taxpayer-funded research. Indeed, despite US taxpayers’ significant 
public investment in vaccine development, the US Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
Alex Azar, recently conceded that newly developed COVID-19 treatments or vaccines might not 
be affordable to all Americans.

We desperately need entrepreneurial states that will invest more in innovation – from artificial 
intelligence to public health to renewables. But as this crisis reminds us, we also need states 
that know how to negotiate, so that the benefits of public investment return to the public.

A killer virus has exposed major weaknesses within Western capitalist economies. Now that 
governments are on a war footing, we have an opportunity to fix the system. If we don’t, we will 
stand no chance against the third major crisis – an increasingly uninhabitable planet – and all the 
smaller crises that will come with it in the years and decades ahead.
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ARIS – Emotions are not easily contained. They control us much more than we 
control them. And during a pandemic, the dominant emotion is naturally fear.P

Confronted with a world that feels (and is) more dangerous, complex, and 
unpredictable by the day, people want to be protected and reassured at all costs. But 
there is a fine line between a healthy return to the notion of a protective state and a 
dangerous evolution toward Big Brother – whereby we end up abandoning our cherished 
freedoms for the sake of protecting our even more precious health.

More generally, fear is the opposite of hope. In a world of hope, people think that 
tomorrow will be better than today. But in a world of fear, they think it will be worse. 
From this perspective, Asia today appears to be the continent of hope, while Europe 
and North America are the continents of fear.

Consider the sharply contrasting images now coming from Italy and China. In Italy, the 
COVID-19 pandemic is causing seemingly endless suffering, to the extent that Italians 
are now speaking of the crisis as their 9/11. In China, on the other hand, the first days 
of spring have brought people back out onto the streets. Although still wearing masks, 
they are enjoying the fresh air and the sun as if they had won the war against the virus.

It is best to be prudent, of course, because COVID-19 may return to Asia, or may not 
have disappeared entirely from the region. But Asia today – and in particular China, 
Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Japan – is a source of hope, and a 
model of what the West could and should have done much earlier to check the virus’s 
spread.

China’s leaders have long claimed that their authoritarian, centralized political system 
is superior to Western liberal democracy. And now, for the third time in little more than 
a decade, they are telling the West that our system really does not work.

Following the 2008 global financial crisis, China was swift to denounce the failures of 
Western-style capitalism. And in 2016, the United Kingdom’s Brexit referendum and 
the subsequent election of President Donald Trump in the United States reinforced 
China’s conviction that democracy worked equally badly.

Now, with the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese government is offering to help a 
beleaguered Europe, and in so doing boosting China’s soft power. China is thus not only 
extending its global influence through trade and investment, but also extending its 
protection to a divided and confused Europe.

The pandemic is all the more destabilizing for the West because it is piling uncertainty 
on top of doubt. COVID-19 is heightening an already existing culture of fear in the West 
and revealing deeper fractures, both within Europe and between Europe and the US.

While China sends medical experts, protective masks, and respirators to Italy and 
France, America is abruptly and unilaterally closing itself off to Europe, probably to 
compensate for Trump’s erratic and confused early denial of the danger. Meanwhile, 
Europe has turned its back on Italy for the third time in just over a decade – first during 
the 2008 economic and financial crisis that seriously impacted the country, then with 
the migrant crisis that started in 2014, and now by limiting exports of urgently needed 
medical goods.

What is Europe good for if it does not protect its citizens? Indeed, Italy’s growing 
disillusion and distance from the European Union is probably much more serious for the 
future of the European project than the UK’s decision to leave. As Europe betrays Italy 
and America betrays Europe, European and transatlantic solidarity increasingly look 
like relics of a near-forgotten past.

By contrast, Asian societies may be better prepared to fight pandemics, because they 
have found a better balance between the individual and the collective. This is not a 
matter of political regimes. After all, the Asian countries that so far have best managed 
the pandemic include democracies such as South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan, a country 
with democratic institutions and the rule of law (Singapore), and a purely authoritarian 
state (China).

Rather, the key difference is the spontaneous (or in China’s case enforced) practice of 
civic values in these Asian societies. Wearing a protective mask is much more common 
in Asia than in the West, not only because masks are more readily available, but also 
because their wearers value consideration and respect for the health of others. 
Democracy without a civic culture, a common phenomenon in the West, is a recipe for 
disaster in the event of a pandemic.

Yet, the COVID-19 crisis may eventually have a positive impact on Western democracies 
by reinforcing trust in experts, and exposing and disqualifying charlatans. If 
widespread fear of the virus encourages responsible behavior and discredits populist 
voices, that would be good news for leaders such as French President Emmanuel 
Macron and bad news for those like Trump.

The coronavirus pandemic continues to exact a terrible toll around the world. But 
historians a century from now will likely regard it as a game-changing moment that not 
only confirmed Asia’s rise, but also, possibly, arrested the West’s decline.

The COVID-19 pandemic is heightening an already existing culture of fear in the 
West and revealing deeper fractures, both within Europe and between Europe and 
the United States. But future historians may regard the coronavirus crisis as a 
game-changing episode that arrested the West's decline.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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The West’s Pandemic of Fear

By Dominique Moisi

Capitalism’s Triple Crisis

By Mariana Mazzucato
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Waterside: Police, marketeers clash
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he Board of the 
World Bank Group Thas allocated a total 

o f  $ 3 7 9  m i l l i o n  i n  
International Development 
Association (IDA) credits and 
grants to help harmonize and 
strengthen statistical systems 

in seven West Afr ican 
countries, including Liberia.

 Liberia is to receive US$30 
million, including US$15m IDA 
grant and US$15m IDA credit, 
respectively.

Other benefiting countries 
are Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, 

he Liberia National 
Red Cross Society Tand the National 

Disaster Management Agency 
are scaling up efforts to 
promote Infection Prevention 
and Control measures at the 

community level to slow 
further transmission of the 
COVID-19 pandemic  in  
Liberia.

The Red Cross and the 
N D M A  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
distributed hygiene kits and 

hygiene promotion, working 
with affected and at-risk 
communities to take action 
and keep safe.

T h e  Re d  C r o s s  h a s  
reiterated that COVID-19 
prevention measures are not 
an option but a real demand 
that must strictly be followed 
to make sure the outbreak 
doesn't proceed out of control 
and overwhelm local health 
s e r v i c e s  and  r e spon se  
capacities.

The Red Cross says it 
remains, focused and ready to 
respond to evolving public 
hea l th  measures  be ing  

the citizenship or nationality 
of a country, other than 
Nigeria, of which he is not a 
citizen by birth”.

When quizzed to displace 
his naturalization certificate 
obtained from the Liberian 
government, Nwabudike in at 
broken spirit said, he forgot to 
attach the certificate to 
documents submitted to the 
committee prior to his 
appearance and that he does 
not have a copy instead, he 
will make the certificate 
available the next day.

Bong County Senator Henry 
Yallah could not hold his words 
saying, he’s disappointed in 
the action of Cllr. Nwabudike 
b y  n o t  d i s p l a c i n g  h i s  
certificate of naturalization 
prior to or during the 
confirmation hearing.

When quizzed as to whether 
he had siblings here, Cllr. 
Nwabudike said no but he 
claims to have a cousin and 
other relatives here. Cllr. 
Sherman further questioned 
the nominee about his vested 
interest in Liberia, Nwabudike 
narrated that he has real 
estate properties here and his 

established, but renews call for 
increasing support, partnership 
and collaboration to make the 
COVID-19 response much more 
effective and robust.

LNRCS calls on the public to 
keep hand washing, covering 
their mouths and noses when 
coughing and sneezing as well 
as ensuring social distance, 
staying home and seeking early 
medical treatment when 
s h o w i n g  s y m p t o m s  o f  
respiratory illness. -Press 
Release

allegiance has since been to 
Liberia rather than Nigeria.

Responding to criticism from 
the public relating to his 
controversial nomination, 
Nwabud ike  te rmed  the  
concerns as ‘unnecessary.’

Due to the tension-charged 
h e a r i n g  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  
questions from senators, the 
chairman of the committee, 
Sinoe County Senator Milton 
Teahjay, ruled that the hearing 
continues today, March 31, at 
2pm local time following 
conclusion of the senate’s 
regular session.

On March 21, President 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h  W e a h  
nominated new slate of 
officials to the National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
including Cllr. A. Ndubusi 
Nwabudike, Chairman, Madam 
Davidetta Browne Lansanah, 
who previously served as 
Commissioner, Co-Chairman, 
Cllr. Ernestine Morgan-Awar, 
Commissioner, Mr. Floyd Sayor, 
Commissioner, Barsee Kpankpa 
Commissioner, and Madam 
J o s e p h i n e  K o u  G a y e ,  
Commissioner, respectively. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone and Togo. The allocation 
is also to support the African 
Union (AU) and the Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) in their efforts 
to deepen regional integration 
in Africa.

 According to a press release, 
the new project, Harmonizing 
and Improving Statistics in West 
Africa (HISWA), aims to 
strengthen the statistical 
systems of participating 
countries and regional and sub-
regional bodies, in order to help 

hand washing buckets to 500 
homes to ensure best hygiene 
practices in five communities, 
including churches, mosques, 
and orphanages, according to a 
press release.  

Both institutions renew their 

commitment to complementing 
the nat iona l  ef forts  in  
preventing or slowing further 
transmission and helping 
communities already affected 
or vulnerable to keep washing 
their hands as a simple but 

them harmonize, produce, 
disseminate and enhance the 
use of core economic and 
social statistics. 

“Good data are essential to 
address the socio-economic 
development challenges 
facing the West Africa region 
in general and the seven 
beneficiary countries in 
particular. Regular population 
censuses, household surveys, 
data of crit ical social  
concerns and key economic 
statistics such as agricultural 
and enterprise censuses and 
surveys are key to inform the 
decision-making process, 
enable efficient allocation of 
resources, and assess the 
effects of development 
policies and interventions”, 
the release says. 

It notes that despite 
progress over the past 20 
y e a r s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
weaknesses and inconsistent 
financing limit the quality of 
statistics in West Africa, 
leading to poor knowledge 
management and difficulties 
in addressing emerging 
c h a l l e n g e s  i n  v a r i o u s  
development sectors. 

HISWA is a regional project 
that will stimulate demand 
for data and increase the 
capacity of the National 
Statistics Offices in the 

effective precaution to 
keeping safe during the 
pandemic.

The Red Cross recently 
donated 400 hands washing 
buckets to the National WASH 
Commi s s i on ,  i n c l ud ing  

chlorine, soap and 400 pieces 
of nose masks to the Monrovia 
Central Prison.

The LNRCS is also scaling 
up its COVID-19 programme 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
community awareness and 

More headline news   More headline news
World Bank allots US$379M to 
enhance statistics in West Africa 

Red Cross, Disaster Agency sensitize communities 
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beneficiary countries. Key 
activities include, inter alia: 
t h e  h a r m o n i z a t i o n  o f  
methodologies by the ECOWAS 
Commission; strengthened 
production of core economic 
and social statistics, including 
demographic and poverty 
statistics, national accounts 
and price statistics; the 
improvement of targeted 
administrative statistics; 
capac i ty -bu i ld ing,  data  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n ;  a n d  
institutional reforms. The 
project will also help to 
improve and modernize 
physical and statistical 
infrastructure to help achieve 
its stated objectives. 

“ H i g h - q u a l i t y  a n d  
harmonized statistics are 
essential to support economic 
a c t i v i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  
integration as a way to address 
some of the key challenges 
facing countries in West 
Africa”, says Ms. Deborah 
Wetzel, World Bank Director of 
Regional Integration for Africa. 
“ T h r o u g h  i t s  r e g i o n a l  
approach, the HISWA will allow 
for more cost-effective data 
and harmonization of data 
across countries, which is 
instrumental in key areas such 
as promotion of free trade, 
convergence of economic 
policies, and many others”, 

Further, ANC says while 
Nwabudike was serving as the 
Executive Director of the Good 
Governance Commission, he 
served as President Weah’s 
Legal Advisor, in the illegal and 
ill-fated Jordanian Airport 
Handling Contract with the 
Liberia Airport, as the party 
cites conflict of interest.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  
opposition party explains that 
t h e  D u a l  C i t i z e n s h i p  
Proposition recently passed by 
the Legislature and signed by 
Pres ident  Weah,  for  a  
referendum, allows that a 
Liberian born to both or one 
parent with citizenship of 
another country will be given 
dual citizenship but will not be 
a p p o i n t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  
government positions.

“The reasoning is that, 
being a citizen of two 
countries, such person will 
also have dual allegiances. 
T h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  n o t  
irrelevant. Cllr. Nwabudike is a 
Nigerian citizen who has 
naturalized as a Liberian, 
h e n c e ,  h e  h o l d s  d u a l  
c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  d u a l  
allegiances, as the Nigerian 
law does not revoke the 
Nigerian citizenship of any of 
their citizens who acquires 
another nationality,” ANC 
details. 

Regarding Mr. Floyd Sayor, 
ANC asks the Senate to reject 
him for the position of NEC 

she added. 
Beyond  the  Nat i ona l  

Statistics Offices and the 
regional bodies, HISWA will 
provide reliable microdata, 
data platforms and statistics 
bulletins to a larger audience, 
i n c l u d i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
researchers, students and the 
general public. 

The project is also relevant 
t o  t h e  S t r a t e g y  f o r  
Harmonization of Statistics in 
Africa (SHaSA2), the continent-
wide initiative aimed at 
addressing the constraints 
facing African statistical 
systems and promoting its 
regional integration agenda. It 
a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
implementation of ECOWAS’s 
regional strategy 2019-2023 
that aims to raise the living 
standards of its member 
country populations. By 
generating data critical to 
national and regional planning 
and monitoring, the project 
remains well aligned with the 
World Bank Group’s Regional 
Integration and Cooperation 
Assistance Strategy for Sub-
Saharan Africa and will help 
strengthen the connection 
between regional policy 
commitments and national 
planning. 

Commissioner because he has 
allegedly shown lack of 
integrity, good character and 
judgment during his time at the 
NEC.

ANC recalls that Cllr. 
Mauana S. Ville, Dispute 
Hearing Officer in the case 
between opposition All Libeian 
Party (ALP’s) representative 
candidate Telia Urey and the 
ruling Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC), stated … that 
the chief reason for calling a 
rerun of election in all 
quarantined polling places is 
because the Director of NEC 
Data Center, Floyd Sayor 
compromised the integrity of 
the District #15 polls by failing 
to obey instructions from his 
immediate boss.

Quoting another local 
daily’s publication, ANC 
furthers that Cllr. Ville accused 
Sayor of failing to quarantine 
ballots from the polling places 
where irregularities were said 
to have occurred and withhold 
the inclusion of votes from 
those areas from the final tally, 
until all such complaints had 
been addressed.

That ANC therefore says 
that these grave allegations 
against Mr. Sayor were never 
refuted at any time, adding 
that the ruling of the Dispute 
Hearing Officer was affirmed 
and the rerun or the election 
was ordered and held.

Based on reasons cited by 
ANC, it says Cllr. Nwabudike 
and Mr. Sayor are unfit to hold 
the positions as Chairman and 
Commissioner of the NEC 
respectively.

Cont’d from page 6
World Bank allots

p p o s i t i o n  
A l t e r n a t i v e  ONational Congress 

(ANC) has filed a written 
complaint before the Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Autonomous Agencies and 
Commissions, requesting it to 
not confirm two controversial 
presidential nominees, Cllr. 
A. Ndubusi Nwabudike and Mr. 
Floyd Sayor for prestigious 
jobs at the National Elections 
Commission (NEC).

In the complaint dated 27 
March addressed to the 
Senate Committee’s Chair J. 
Milton Teahjay, ANC argues 
that Liberia’s Constitution 
prohibits Cllr. Nwabudike 
from being a commissioner of 
NEC because he has not 
renounced his Nigerian 
citizenship, while it also 
a c cu se s  M r.  S a yo r  o f  
compromising the integrity of 
a district election.

The  two  embat t l ed  
officials are among several 
others nominated at the NEC 
by President George Manneh 
Weah on 21 March, but 
Nwabudike and Sayor have 
seen massive resistance and 
calls for their rejections 
either for their past records 
or eligibility.

According to the ANC,  
confirming Cllr. Nwabudike as 
NEC Chairman is in violation 
of Elections Law of Liberia, 
amended 2003 and 2004 and 
publ ished 2011, which 
r e q u i r e s  f o r  “ t h e  
commissioners of NEC to be 
Liberian citizens only, and not 
be less than 35 years of age.

“ANC submits that in the 

ontserrado County 
D i s t r i c t  1 3  MRep re sen ta t i v e  

Edward Flomo calls on 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g i v e  
budgetary support to media 
institutions that are currently 
creating awareness against 
the deadly coronavirus in the 
country.

Representative Flomo said 
since the pronouncement of 
the first case of the virus in 
Liberia, the media has been 

meaning of the Elections Law of 
Liberia, Cllr. Nwabudike is not 
e l i g i b le  to  se rve  a s  a  
commissioner and/or chairman 
of NEC…,” the party claims.

It insists that Cllr. Nwabudike 
has not renounced his Nigerian 
citizenship by making a 
declaration in keeping with the 
prescribed manner for the 
renunciation of his citizenship 
under the Nigerian law (Section 
29 of the 1999 Constitution of 
Nigeria). 

“Cllr. Nwabudike has failed 
to provide any evidence 
whatsoever that the President 
of Nigeria did or has caused the 
declaration made by Cllr. 
Nwabudike, assuming without 
admitting he did, to be 
registered and upon such 
registration, Cllr. Nwabudike’s 
citizenship has ceased to exist 
(Section 29 (2) of the 1999 

very proactive in disseminating 
the necessary information to 
the public.

Speaking with reporters over 
the weekend when he launched 
h i s  d i s t r i c t  coronav i rus  
awareness campaign, the 
Montserrado lawmaker said he 
believes if the government gave 
out financial aid to media 
institutions, it will further 
enhance the media work in the 
fight against the deadly 
coronavirus.

When asked whether he has 

Constitution of Nigeria),” ANC 
continues.

In consequence of Cllr. 
Nwabudike’s alleged failure 
to provide any evidence to the 
contrary that he renounced 
his Nigerian citizenship, ANC 
notes that he remains a 
Nigerian citizen and he is 
therefore prohibited from 
being a commissioner of NEC.

Additionally, the ANC 
recalls that a local daily here, 
FrontPageAfrica newspaper 
carried a story in its October 
24, 2019 publication, in which 
it narrated firsthand accounts 
of Cllr. Nwabudike’s actions in 
a case regarding a Nigerian 
vessel, M/V Pots Express.

In that publication, ANC 
says Cllr. Nwabudike was 
accused of engaging in fraud, 
conflict of interest, and 
acting in bad faith.

plan to communicate with his 
colleagues to ensure his 
r e q u e s t  i s  g r a n t e d ,  
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  F l o m o  
disclosed that he will  shortly 
put a communication on the 
floor of the House to  call for 
financial aid for major media 
institutions in the country.

The lawmaker disclosed 
that he has donated over 
1,000 hand washing buckets 
to residents of his district.

He said besides, he also 
i n t e n d s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
detergents, including 250,000 
cartoons of

cholera and another 250 
cartoons of detergent powder 
for hand washing purposes.

Rep. Flomo also spoke of 
plan to distribute 250 bags of 
rice to less fortunate people 
in his district as they stay 
home and observe health 
protocols.

He said the British firm, 
APM Terminal in Liberia has 
also contributed about 40 
containers or drums to enable 
residents wash their hands 
constantly. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

ANC petitions Senate
By Winston W. Parley

Mr. Alexander B. Cummings 

Rep. Flomo advocates for media institutions
By Bridgett Milton

Representative Edward Flomo
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es agents de la 
M o n r o v i a  C i t y  DCorporation (MCC) 

ont fait une descente 
musclée dimanche sur les 
locaux du journal New Dawn 
et emporté des ordinateurs 
portables, des téléphones, 
des brouettes, une pelle et 
deux sacs de ciment qui 
gisaient sur le sol. Ils disent 
faire respecter un arrêté 
municipal qui exigeait la 
fermeture des bureaux 
dimanche.

FrançaisFrançais

Une vingtaine de policiers 
ont pris d’assaut la salle de 
r é d a c t i o n  d u  j o u r n a l  
indépendant où des journalistes 
préparaient comme d’habitude 
l’édition du lendemain lundi 30 
mars 2020. Ils ontemporté du 
matériel informatique. Même 
les sacs de ciment et d’autres 
matériaux de construction 
trouvés sur les lieux n’ont pas 
été épargnés. Des travaux de 
rénovationy étaient en cours.

Le rédacteur en chef du 
journal, M. Othello B. Garblah, 

africaines et les économies du 
continent.Cette émission 
o b l i g a t a i r e  s o c i a l e  
«?Combattre le COVID-19?», a 
remporté un vif succès auprès 
d’investisseurs de premier 
plan, y compris les investisseurs 
socialement responsables. Elle 
a ainsi bénéficié d’un carnet 
d’ordres de très grande qualité 
de plus de 4,6 milliards de 
dollars.

«?Combattre le COVID-19 » 
est aujourd’hui le plus gros 
emprunt social libellé en 
dollars américains, ayant 
jamais été place par un 
émetteur sur les marchés 
financiers internationaux. Il 
représente aussi le plus gros 
emprunt global de référence 
jamais émis par la Banque 
africaine de développement. 
L’émission porte un coupon de 
0,75%, et une échéance de 
trois ans.Le Groupe de la 
B a n q u e  a f r i c a i n e  d e  
développement prend des 
initiatives pour apporter des 
réponses flexibles visant à 
réduire les graves effets 
économiques et sociaux de la 
pandémie de Covid-19 sur ses 
pays membres régionaux et 
sur le secteur privé africain.

«? Il s’agit d’une période 
critique pour l’Afrique, à un 
moment où elle doit relever 
les défis induits par le Covid-
19. La Banque africaine de 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  p r e n d  
actuellement des mesures 
audacieuses pour soutenir les 
pays africains. Cette émission 
obligataire « Covid-19 » de 
trois milliards de dollars est la 

a Banque africaine de 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  L( w w w. A f D B . o r g )  

notée triple-A a levé un 
montant remarquable de trois 
milliards de dollars sur les 
m a r c h é s  f i n a n c i e r s  
internationaux à travers un 
emprunt obligataire social, 
destiné à atténuer les effets 
de la pandémie de Covid-19 
sur la vie des populations 

a tenté plusieurs fois de 
contacter les responsables de 
la mairie, mais en vain. 

Le raid lancé sur leslocaux 
du journal NewDawnsemble 
un cas isolé d’autant plus 
qu’aucun des bureaux voisins 
n’a été touché, alors que des 
gens y travaillaient. C’est le 
cas par exemple des locaux de 
la Commission nationale 
d'investissement situés juste 
en face du NewDawn. Ils n’ont 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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e 22 mars, alors 
que les Guinéens Létaient appelés à 

se rendre aux urnes pour le 
double scrutin, de violents 
heurts ont éclaté à travers 
le pays, faisant une dizaine 
de morts à Conakry, et 
entre 10 et 22 dans la ville 
de Nzérékoré, dans le sud-
est du pays, connue pour 
être un foyer de tensions 
ethniques et religieuses. 

« Pourquoi brûler le 
temple lorsqu’il s’agit de 
politique ? » La voix 
affectée, le costume 
s o m b r e ,  l e  p a s t e u r  
E m m a n u e l  G r o v o g u i  
contemple les débris 
calcinés de son église. Au 
sommet, la petite croix 
tient encore debout. 

« Nous faisions barrage 
sur la route pour protéger 
n o t r e  c o m m u n a u t é  
lorsqu’un groupe de 
personnes avec des armes 
blanches sont venus en 
menaçant de brûler notre 
église », raconte Jean-Guy 
Lamah. « On a dit "non le 
problème qui est là 
a u j o u r d ’ h u i  e s t  u n  
problème politique pas 
religieux". Le groupe s’est 
alors tourné vers Monsieur 
J e a n n o t  e t  i l s  o n t  
commencé à le frapper 
avec des haches et des 
machettes. J’ai dit à mon 
frère : "Si on reste ici quand 
ils auront fini avec lui ce 
sera notre tour, alors filons 
!" Et j’ai vu tomber 
Monsieur Jeannot ». 

Située au carrefour 
entre la Côte d'Ivoire, le 
Liberia et la Sierra Leone, à 
deux jours de route de la 
capitale selon la saison et 
l’état de la route, la Guinée 
forestière est considérée 
comme l’une des régions 
p i v o t  e n  p é r i o d e  
é lec to ra le .  E l l e  e s t  
également qualifiée de « 
poudrière » en raison de 
t e n s i o n s  
i n te r communauta i r e s  
récurrentes, de la présence 
d’anciens miliciens et d’ex-
combattants des guerres 
civiles en Sierra Leone et 
au Liberia et de la 
circulation d’armes à feu 
ainsi que la présence de 
n o m b r e u x  r é f u g i é s  
provoquée par ces conflits. 

Depuis les années 90, les 
i n c i d e n t s  o p p o s e n t  
g é n é r a l e m e n t  l e s  
populations autochtones à 
dominante chrétienne ou 
a n i m i s t e  ( G u e r z é s  
n o t a m m e n t )  e t  l e s  
populations allogènes à 
dominante musulmane (les 
Koniankés, sous-groupe des 
Malinkés). En 2013, une 
centaine de personnes ont 
trouvé la mort en moins de 
trois jours après le passage 
à tabac de trois jeunes 
Koniankés.  Une note 
confidentielle de 2010 
rédigée par le conseiller 
spécial des Nations unies 
pour la prévention des 
génocides souligne « 
l’existence de tensions 
inter-ethniques » avec un « 
fort risque d’escalade vers 
un conflit violent ». 

Les 22 et 23 mars 2020, 
les habitants de Nzérékoré 
ont vécu au rythme des 
coups de feu. « La tension 
était déjà palpable à 
l’ouverture des bureaux de 
vote », raconte un habitant 
« mais tout a dégénéré à la 
clôture ». 

L’armée intervient mais 
se retrouve débordée. Un 
m i l i t a n t  d ’ u n  p a r t i  
d’opposition parle de « 
corps-à-corps entre des 
militaires et des personnes 
armées aux jusqu’aux 
dents ». 

L e  2 4  a p r è s  
l’instauration du couvre-
feu, on parle déjà d’une 
dizaine de victimes. Le 
chiffre monte à 17 morts et 
90 blessés par balles, 
brûlures et séquelles liées 
aux « coupe-coupe », selon 
une source médicale qui dit 
ne pas avoir eu assez de 
place pour contenir tous les 
blessés. 

Il aura fallu l’arrivée des 
r e n f o r t s  v e n u s  d e  
Kissidougou, Faranah, 
Guéckédou et Lola pour 
que l’armée rétablisse le 
calme. « Si les militaires ne 
s’étaient pas interposés, si 
la cathédrale était touchée 
là…. Dieu seul sait où nous 
en serions aujourd’hui », 
souffle un membre de la 
société civile.  

Tout serait parti de la 
mort par balle d’une 
personne âgée, issue de 
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par des agents de la police communale

La BAD place un emprunt obligataire social de 
3 milliards de dollars pour combattre le COVID-19

Guinée : retour sur les affrontements 
meurtriers de Nzérékoré

Les locaux du journal NewDawnsaccagés 
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INGAPOUR – Aucun système de santé au 
monde n'a la capacité de faire face à un afflux Sde dizaines de milliers de patients en 

quelques semaines, comme dans le cas de la 
pandémie de COVID-19. Ajoutez à cela le fait que 
près d'une personne sur sept diagnostiquée 
porteuse du virus devra être hospitalisée et que 
près d'une sur 20 aura besoin de ventilation 
mécanique – et nous voilà assurés d'une surcharge 
de travail et de défaillances systémiques.

Si les pays développés dotés de systèmes de santé 
efficaces ont du mal à organiser une réponse 
efficace au COVID-19, alors quel espoir reste-t-il 
pour des systèmes bien plus faibles ? Après tout, 
les pays les plus pauvres manquent généralement 
de technologie, de formation et de ressources 
pour détecter les personnes infectées par le virus, 
pour les isoler dans des installations appropriées 
afin de minimiser la transmission et pour les 
traiter adéquatement afin de minimiser la 
morbidité et la mortalité.

Ces pays ont également tendance à être plus 
faibles dans les réponses épidémiologiques 
standard telles que la recherche de contacts, ainsi 
que dans l'acquisition et la vérification d'un 
approvisionnement régulier en équipements de 
protection individuelle (EPI) pour les 
professionnels de santé de première ligne. Il est 
vrai que des régimes plus autoritaires (un certain 
nombre de pays pauvres ayant sans aucun doute 
des régimes plus autoritaires) peuvent imposer 
des formes plus strictes de respect obligatoire des 
distances sociales. Mais ils sont peut-être moins en 
mesure d'atténuer les conséquences négatives de 
telles mesures, en particulier pour les groupes 
défavorisés du point de vue socio-économique.

Que peuvent donc faire les pays dont les systèmes 
de santé sont faibles face à la pandémie de COVID-
19 ?

La fermeture des frontières minimise les risques 
d'importation et accorde plus de temps aux 
systèmes de santé nationaux pour préparer leurs 
effectifs. Mais pour les pays qui comptent souvent 
sur l'aide extérieure pour les biens et services 
essentiels, en particulier pour les fournitures 
médicales, une fermeture complète des frontières 
risque de déclencher une crise humanitaire.

En outre, le virus COVID-19 se propage le plus 
efficacement pendant les premiers jours des 
symptômes, lorsque la maladie est généralement 
bénigne. Pourtant dans de nombreux pays 
pauvres, les gens ne consultent un prestataire de 
soins qu'après avoir été malades bien plus 
longtemps ou quand ils tombent gravement 
malades. La plupart continueront de travailler 
dans l'intervalle pour maintenir un revenu pour 
leur famille. Pour éviter cela, les gouvernements 
et les responsables vont devoir renforcer leur 
diffusion d'informations en matière de santé et 
établir des filets de sécurité financière pour se 
protéger contre la pauvreté généralisée – ce qui 
est plus facile à dire qu'à faire.

En outre, de nombreux pays à revenu 
intermédiaire de la tranche inférieure (PRITI) 
comptent encore sur les professionnels de santé 
communautaire pour fournir des soins primaires 
de base, en particulier dans les zones rurales. Mais 
ces citoyens courent le risque d'être les plus 
exposés et les plus menacés en cas de transmission 
communautaire généralisée, surtout s'ils ne 
disposent pas des EPI nécessaires pour se protéger. 

Un grand nombre d'entre eux ne pourront pas 
distinguer les symptômes des infections par le 
COVID-19, de ceux d'autres maladies grippales. Tous 
les professionnels de santé en première ligne doivent 
donc être formés à l'utilisation efficace des EPI afin 
de minimiser le risque d'infection (et être équipés en 
conséquence), et comprendre comment trier et 
isoler les infections suspectes par le COVID-19.

De plus, dans de nombreux PRITI, les professionnels 
de santé des hôpitaux tertiaires (qui proposent la 
plus large gamme de services) auront besoin 
d'instructions supplémentaires concernant la gestion 
des soins intensifs des cas les plus graves de COVID-
19. Cela exige la coordination minutieuse d'équipes 
de trois à cinq professionnels de santé pour assurer 
une surveillance clinique 24 heures sur 24.

Le diagnostic précis d'une infection de COVID-19 
nécessite des installations de laboratoire dédiées 
pour effectuer le test génétique RT-PCR sur des 
échantillons d'écouvillons pour prélèvement de 
salive ou pour prélèvement nasal dans des cas 
suspects. Mais les pays pauvres ont rarement accès à 
la technologie génétique et à des techniciens de 
laboratoire qualifiés nécessaires pour effectuer ces 
tests, et doivent compter sur l'aide de partenaires 
internationaux pour pallier ces lacunes.

L'incapacité à diagnostiquer avec précision les 
infections par le COVID-19 confond également le 
processus de recherche de contacts – identifier les 
personnes qui ont été en contact récent avec une 
personne réputée avoir le COVID-19 – avec les 
personnes qui peuvent être infectées de la même 
manière. En outre, l'établissement de ces liens exige 
du personnel formé, chargé de mener à bien ces 
questionnaires et ces enquêtes. En effet, dans le 
monde entier, on craint que le faible nombre de cas 
déclarés de COVID-19 dans de nombreux pays 
pauvres ne reflète leur faible capacité de test et de 
dépistage, plutôt que le fait que le virus n'y soit pas 
encore établi.

Par conséquent, dans la planification de leur réponse 
nationale au COVID-19, les dirigeants des PRITI 
doivent reconnaître où se situent leurs lacunes, aussi 
bien au niveau du nombre de professionnels de santé 
que de celui des épidémiologistes, de la quantité 
d'infrastructures cliniques ou des fournitures 
d'équipement médical. Une fois ces lacunes 
identifiées, les gouvernements pourront alors 
communiquer avec l'Organisation mondiale de la 
santé et des partenaires commerciaux bien financés 
pour obtenir de l'aide et des conseils. Sur ce point, la 
Chine est devenue un fournisseur mondial d'aide 
internationale de premier plan sous la forme de 
fournitures et de conseils techniques.

La pandémie de COVID-19 est une crise mondiale 
telle que le monde n'a pas connu depuis des 
générations. Les décideurs politiques doivent donc 
aller au-delà des réponses au virus au niveau des 
pays et déployer un effort mondial coordonné, en 
particulier en s'assurant que l'expertise technique et 
les ressources soient des biens communs à partager.

De même qu'une chaîne n'est que aussi forte que son 
maillon le plus faible, l'échec d'un seul pays à 
contenir le COVID-19 augmente le risque pour le 
reste du monde. Les pays qui disposent des systèmes 
de santé plus solides doivent désormais venir en aide 
d'urgence à leurs homologues plus faibles, qui à leur 
tour doivent accepter toute aide qui les aide à lutter 
contre cette menace mortelle mondiale.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

pas été inquiétés alors que 
des travaux de rénovation y 
étaient aussi en cours. Pire, la 
menuiserie qui est juste en 
face des locaux de la mairie 
(Monrovia City Corporation) 
fonctionnait sans qu’elle ne 
fût inquiétée par les agents de 
la police communale qui 
disent faire respecter un soi-
disant arrêté municipal.

C'est la première fois que 
le journal enregistre un tel 
incident. On ne sait pas 
encore clairement pourquoi 
le journal a été ciblé, mais il a 
récemment cr it iqué le 
président de la république 
après la nomination de 
Ndubus iNwabud ike ,  un  
Nigérian naturalisé libérien, à 
la tête de la commission 
électorale nationale.

Le commandant de la 
police de la ville de Monrovia 

première partie de notre 
réponse globale qui fera 
l’objet d’une prochaine 
a n n o n c e ,  a  d é c l a r é  
AkinwumiAdesina, président 
du Groupe de la Banque 
africaine de développement. 
Cette émission est la plus 
importante obligation sociale 
jamais émise en dollars sur les 
marchés de capitaux. Nous 
sommes là pour l’Afrique et 
nous apporterons rapidement 
un soutien important au 
continent.? »Le montant 
record d’ordres pour cette 
obligation met en évidence le 
soutien des investisseurs, 
dont jouit la Banque africaine 
de développement, selon les 
banques chefs de file de cette 
transaction. «?L’épidémie du 
C o v i d - 1 9  m e n a ç a n t  
dangereusement l’Afrique, la 
B a n q u e  a f r i c a i n e  d e  
développement veut être à la 
hauteur de ses énormes 
responsabilités et déployer 
des fonds pour aider et 
préparer les populations 
africaines en contribuant à 
l’accès à la santé et à la 
totalité des autres biens, 
services et infrastructures 
essentiels?», a estimé Tanguy 
Claquin, le Responsable 
mondial Sustainablebanking, 
du Crédit agricole CIB.

Les cas de patients 
infectés par le virus ont été 
lents à se manifester en 
Afrique, mais le Covid-19 se 
propage rapidement et a 
contaminé près de 3? 000 
personnes dans 45 pays, 
mettant sous forte pression 
des systèmes de santé déjà 
fragiles.Des milliards de 
dollars sont nécessaires pour 
venir en aide aux pays 
africains touché par la 
pandémie. Des mesures 
d’urgence, ont déjà été 

a dit au journal que les objets 
pillés seraient restitués le 
même jour. Cependant, il a 
défendu l’action de ses 
h o m m e s ,  d i s a n t  q u ’ i l s  
n’avaient fait qu’obéir à des 
ordres.

Cependant, il a souligné que 
les autorités reverraient leur 
arrêté pour dispenser les 
médias. On ne sait pas s’il ne 
faisait allusion qu’à la presse 
écrite car les radios et les 
télévisions diffusaient des 
émissions dimanche.

La plupart des journaux du 
Libéria travaillent d’habitude 
les dimanches pour l’édition du 
lendemain lundi. A noter que le 
raid contre leslocaux du New 
Dawn est jusqu'à présent le seul 
cas signalé, ce qui fait croire 
qu'il a été pris pour cible par le 
pouvoir pour des raisons 
politiques.

lancées par les pays, allant dans 
certains cas jusqu’à l’arrêt des 
activités économiques, afin de 
freiner la propagation du virus. 
Partout dans le monde, des 
entreprises sont fermées et les 
travailleurs sont rentrés chez 
eux, ce qui a eu pour effet de 
p e r t u r b e r  l e s  c h a î n e s  
d’approvis ionnement,  le  
commerce et les voyages, et 
d ’ en t r a î ne r  l ’ é conom ie  
mondiale vers la récession.

S e l o n  G e o r g e  S a g e r,  
directeur exécutif de l’activité 
de syndication SSA chez 
Goldman Sachs, «?à un moment 
où la volatilité des marchés est 
sans précédent, la Banque 
africaine de développement a 
été capable de braver les 
marchés de capitaux et lever 
des volumes importants  
destinés à aider le continent 
africain à soutenir les efforts du 
continent dans sa lutte contre 
le Covid-19. Mais de surcroit, 
elle a a placé le plus gros 
emprunt social de référence en 
dollars américains. C’est un 
résultat remarquable, non 
seulement par l’objectif visé, 
mais aussi par l’exécution du 
financement en dollars.?»

La Banque a créé son propre 
cadre d’obligations sociales en 
2017 et a déjà levé l’équivalent 
de deux milliards de dollars par 
des émissions libellées en euros 
et en couronnes norvégiennes 
durant ces trois dernières 
années. Fait marquant, en 
2018, la Banque africaine de 
développement a été désignée 
par les marchés des capitaux 
«?deuxième institution la plus 
impressionnante pour les 
émissions d’obligations sociales 
et de durabilité? » lors de 
l’attribution des prix de Global 
Capital pour les activités ISR 
(Investissements Socialement 
Responsables).
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Les maillons faibles du COVID-19

Par Yik-Ying Teo

Les locaux du journal 
NewDawnsaccagés 

La BAD place un emprunt obligataire social de 
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he Mayor of Monrovia 
Jefferson T. Koijee Tr e a f f i r m s  h i s  

commitment to protecting 
residents of the city and the 
country at large.

“One thing I will not do at 
this point is to compromise 

your safety, despite all the 
tough measures that have 
been taken by both the 
government, through MOH, 
NPHIL and the City Police”, 
says Mayor Koijee.

He spoke Monday, March 
30, during a joint press 

s West Africa and the 
r e s t  o f  A f r i c a  Ainstitute measures 

to curb the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the Speaker of the 
ECOWAS Parliament, Hon. 
Sidie Mohamed Tunis, has 
called on governments in the 
subregion to make adequate 
provision to protect first 
responders, mainly Doctors, 
Nurses and other auxiliary 
medical personnel, who put 
their lives on the line to 
respond to emergencies.

Speaking on the global 
pandemic recently in Abuja, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Speaker Tunis also noted 
there may be need to expand 
existing isolation facilities 
and get them fully equipped 
w i th  add i t i ona l  beds ,  
vent i lators,  and other  
essential medical supplies. 

“The  bas ic  supp l ies  
needed should be provided, 
especially hand gloves, face 
masks and protective jackets. 
To our citizens, I wish to 
suggest that we should first 
avoid any form of panic and 
face the situation boldly”, he 
said. 

The ECOWAS Speaker’s 
statement on the COVID-19 

exper ience any of  the 
symptoms, the hospital is the 
first point of call. As yet, there 
is no proof that herbs and 
other forms of traditional 
medicines can cure the 
disease. Also, there is yet no 
proof that an overdose of 
Chloroquine is a cure.”

 He said with the exception 
of Mali, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea Bissau, all other 12 
Member States are impacted, 
with a total of 7 deaths across 
3 States. 

“ T h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  
expected to be on the rise in 
the coming days. I wish to use 
this medium to commend the 
pro-active efforts of our 
G o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  
subregion”, he added. 

He noted governments of 
ECOWAS have indeed acted 
fast, under the circumstances, 
by putting in place several 
measures that would help limit 
the spread of the virus, saying, 
in particular, “I wish to 
c o m m e n d  t h e  t r a v e l  
restr ict ion  imposed on 
countries hard hit by the 
disease. Furthermore, the 
immediate  c reat ion  o f  
isolation centers, shows the 
willingness to address the 

stay at  home, provide 
assistance packages unlike 
Liberian authorities.

The protesters chanted 
slogans such as, “No food; no 
selling, we want to sell”, as 
they demand stores to close 
down in solidarity to ensure 
that all sides are affected.

Interestingly, while some of 
the aggrieved marketers were 
busy shutting down stores, a 
senior official of the Monrovia 
City Corporation (MCC) backed 
by scores of city police 
officers, paraded some of the 
stores that were not closed, 
instructing them to have their 
business houses painted with 
the national color, Red, White, 
and Blue, effective 30 March to 
3 April 2020 or risk drastic 
action from the government.

The aggrieved marketers 
vow to continue protesting 
until President George M. 
Weah could intervene and 
provide remedy to their 
problem, reiterating, “We 
have nothing for our families 
to eat and cannot stay home 
and look at them to die simply 
because we are fighting 
Coronavirus.”

Meanwhile, as news about 
the protest spread to other 

scourge head-on.” 
Meanwhile, Speaker Tunis 

disclosed that he has already 
directed that all political 
activities of the ECOWAS 
Parliament be put on hold, 
including activities of the 
Adhoc committee on Election 
of Members by Direct Universal 
Suffrage. 

“We will continue to 
monitor the current situation 
as it unfolds to determine the 
appropriateness or otherwise 
of holding the 2020 1st 
Ordinary Session, usually 
scheduled in the month of 
May.” 

“As West Africans sharing a 
common destiny, we should 
rema in  opt im i s t i c  tha t  
together we shall overcome 
this scourge and come out of it 
s t ronger”,  the  ECOWAS 
Parliament Speaker concluded. 

The Government of Liberia 
recently received two separate 
consignments of medical 
supplies both from ECOWAS and 
Chinese billionaire Jack Ma to 
help fight the global pandemic.

The items donated include 
laboratory testing kits, face 
masks and personal protective 
equipment or PPEs, among 
others.

parts of the capital, including 
Broad, Mechlin, Ashmun and 
Front Streets respectively, 
among others, owners of stores 
there decided to shut down 
their various businesses to the 
general public for fear of 
retribution.

Up to press time yesterday, 
security forces arrested dozens 
of marketers for selling in the 
s t reets  in  v io lat ion  of  
preventive measures instituted 
by the government.

The Government of Liberia 
recently pronounced the 
Coronavirus pandemic a 
National Health Emergency 
here, declaring Montserrado 
and Margibi Counties as 
“infected areas.”

“All travels in and outside 
the Montserrado and Margibi 
areas are discouraged”, said 
Minister of Health, Doctor 
Wilhelmina S. Jallah.

Minister Jallah said the 
action is in keeping with Title 
33, chapter 14 of the Public 
Health Law of Liberia.

Liberia has recorded four 
confirmed case of the virus 
with the latest reportedly a 
female from Grand Gedeh 
County, in the southeast. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne 

conference with officials of the 
MCC Taskforce, and NPHIL.

The Mayor said he’s fully 
cognizant of hardship these 
measures are imposing, but 
they are intended to keep 
Monrovia residents safe.

Since I’m given the mantle of 
authority to steer the affairs of 

this city, it’s therefore my 
responsibility to making sure 
the people of Monrovia, and its 
surrounding are free from 
harms, and anything that will 
want to hinder their growth, 
like the case of this virus that is 
spreading across the world.”

was contained in a dispatch 
from Abuja, Nigeria.

 He underscored the need for 
all ECOWAS citizens to adhere 
strictly to medical advice, 
especially, constant washing of 
hands, using soap and running 
water, use of hand sanitizer, 
social distancing should be 
observed at all times, and avoid 
large gatherings of people. 

Speaker Tunis also warned 

He notes that critics of the 
government are using the 
situation to score points, 
adding that those complaining 
that their businesses and 
market places are being shut 
down are people who want to 
endanger their own lives.

Mayor Koijee continues 
that reason why city police 
are shutting down businesses 
in waterside and other areas is 
part of measures to give the 
city a decent facelift as well 
as enforce social distancing 
among citizens.

According him, no matter 
how difficult these actions 
might be, they will not will 
not mix politics with the 
seriousness of the COVID-19, 
saying, “All of our recent 
actions especially, from the 
angle of the MCC taskforce are 
to ensure the safety of the 
people of this country, and no 
one should think they can 
divert our attention by 
criticizing us.”

For her part, Liberia’s 
Culture Ambassador Julie 
Endee, who is jointly in the 
awareness campaign with the 
Mayor,  calls on citizens to 
continue the safety measures 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

against fake news especially, 
unscientific theories to the 
effect that COVID-19 does not 
affect Africans or that our 
tropical climatic conditions 
have significant impact 
against it. 

“These theories do not 
have any scientific backing 
and should immediately be 
discarded; • Avoid self- 
medicat ion.  Where we 
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We will not compromise your safety
-Mayor Koijee assures Monrovia residents
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ECOWAS wants Doctors, Nurses protected
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N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) Chairman 
nominate, Nigerian-born Cllr. 
Ndubusi Nwabudike appears 
to have entangled himself in a 
web of lies as he tries to 
dribble Senators thru during 
his confirmation hearing here 
Monday.

The  se l f -p roc la imed  
naturalized Liberian told 
Senators on Capitol Hill that 
he naturalized as a Liberian in 
1982 at the age of 16, arguing 
that he was accompanied by 
an adult. 

However, Chapter 21 of 
the Aliens and Nationality 
Law of Liberia states that a 
naturalization applicant must 
be at least 21 years of age at 
the time of the petition.

This process requires a 
two-step approach - that is, 
first making a declaration of 
intent to naturalize before a 
Circuit Court, followed by the 
a c t u a l  p e t i t i o n  f o r  
naturalization which must be 
filed between the second and 
third anniversary dates of the 
declaration of intent. 

Legal experts say the 
a r g u m e n t  t h a t  C l l r.  
Nwabudike claims he was 

admitted to the Liberia 
National Bar by the Supreme 
Court and therefore, that 
v a l i d a t e s  h i s  L i b e r i a n  
citizenship does not hold water 
simply because the Supreme 
Court is not in the business of 
investigating claims and it is not 
the branch of government to 
award citizenship.

Chapter 21 also spells out 
that one naturalization could be 
revoked if the applicant 

Liberia in 1988 at the age of 
23. Our investigation further 
shows that he acquired his 
primary, secondary and 
undergraduate education in 
Nigeria as a Nigerian student 
and paid local fees up to his 
alleged graduation in June 
1988, the same year and 
month he came to Liberia. 

In the same June 1988, he 
claims to have enrolled at the 
University of Liberia Graduate 
School, and graduated in 1990, 
and later entered the Louis 
Arthur Grimes School of Law. A 
careful look at his records from 
the University of Liberia 
reveals an apparent alteration 
to his place of birth. 

Although he attended the 
University of Liberia as a local 
student and paid fees charged 
to all Liberian students, it 
raises questions as to when and 
how did Cllr. Nwabudike 
acquire his Liberian citizen in 
June of 1988 and the very same 
month and year he is said to 
have graduated from a 
Nigerian University as a 
Nigerian student. 

Cllr. Nwabudike bags a lot 
of credibility and trust 
q u e s t i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y,  
surrounding the inconsistent 
accounts he has given to the 
public and the Liberian Senate 
about his background. 

“His testimony that he 
naturalized in 1982 raises 
m o r e  d o u b t  o v e r  h i s  
credibility,” one Lawyer told 
this paper Tuesday.

Among other claims he 
made was that Senator Varney 
Sherman wrote his letter of 
recommendation to Harvey 
University and recommended 
him to the Law Reform 
Commission, but Sen. Sherman 
denied both claims at the 
hearing.

What else did he say at the 
hearing?

The NEC boss-designate at 
the public hearing said his 
father was a naturalized 
Liberian, while his mother 
mainta ins  her  Niger ian 
citizenship, adding that he was 
born in Nigerian 1965. 

The learned lawyer opined 
that he has been living in 
Liberia since 1988 and has not 
left the country for more than 
ten months since.

Cllr. Nwabudike, who was 
requested to present his 
naturalization documents by 
t h e  S e n a t e  h e a r i n g  
committee, refused to submit 
at the time he provided his 

awarded naturalization did 
not actually meet the 
eligibility criteria as in the 
case of Cllr. Nwabudike, who 
allegedly obtained his at the 
age of 16 years, or the 
n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  w a s  
fraudulently obtained or 
awarded in error.

Besides, Cllr. Nwabudike 
claims in his CV before the 
Liberian Senate to have been 
born in 1965 and came to 

credentials to the body. 
When the Chair of the 

Committee Senator J. Milton 
Teahjay of Sinoe County called 
for a 5 minute break, without 
taking a step or being 
encountered by anyone Cllr. 
Nwabudike out of the blues 
presented a copy of a 
document to the Senate 
Committee, claiming to be his 
naturalization certificate 
rushed to him by a good 
Samaritan.

Senators on the committee 
complained that they could 
barely see what was on the 
paper because the prints were 
dull.

When questioned by the 
committee head if he knew any 
Kinsley, the nominee in the 
public gathering said he never 
knew any Kinsley but after few 
minutes he openly denied that 
he ever told Senator Teahjay 
that he doesn’t know who 
Kinsley was. When questioned 
on his credibility, he said he 
hasn’t defrauded anyone in his 
entire life.

Sena to r  C l l r.  Va rney  
Sherman of Grand Cape Mount 
County who quoted the 
Nigerian law says “Once you 
were born in Nigerian, your 
rights as a Nigerian citizen 
cannot be taken from you, even 
if you naturalized in anyone’s 
country you must denounce 
your Nigerian citizenship to the 
Nigerian President.”

The nominee told the public 
that at a point in time he 
needed a recommendation 
from a lawyer in Liberia to 
ascertain his character when 
he wanted to enroll at the 
Harvey University in the United 
States, explaining that the 
letter of recommendation 
came from Cllr. Varney 
Sherman.

He also said when a five-
man committee was set up to 
create the Law Reform 
Commission of which Cllr. 
Sherman was the Co-Chair, the 
committee was asked to send 
for a Liberian lawyer to work 
with them on the committee 
and again he was the Liberian 
lawyer that was sent to work 
with the committee.

Sena to r  C l l r.  Va rney  
Sherman openly rebutted the 
claims saying at no time he ever 
w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  o f  
recommendation for Cllr. 
Nwabudike and he also said 
that the nominee lied on him, 
saying that he also didn’t serve 
on any Law Reform Committee.  

Cllr. Ndubuisi Nwabudike

                 TUESDAY       MARCH    31

Web of lies
By Othello B. Garblah 

& Ethel Tweh

00 of several batches 
of hand sanitizers 2produced by the 

faculty and students of  the 
School of Pharmacy at the 
University of Liberia (UL) 
have been donated by UL 
President Rev. Dr. Julius 
Julukon Sarwolo Nelson to 
Health Minister Dr. Wihelmina 
Jallah to aid government’s 
fight against the spread of 
Coronavirus in the country.

Making the donation at the 
Ministry of Health on Monday, 
March 30, 2020 in Congo 
Town, Dr. Nelson told Health 
Minister Jallah that the 
presentation was done in 

celebration of the innovation of 
UL’s faculty, administration, 
staff and students at the School 
of Pharmacy by sharing with her 
what has been produced.

According to Dr. Nelson, the 
faculty and students at the 
School of Pharmacy got 
together, took their own 
funding to produce the hand 
sanitizers, adding that the 
university looks forward to 
empowering them to see how 
more hand sanitizers can be 
produced so that another 
donation can be made to the 
Minister to fight the virus.

To achieve this plan, he 

noted that he has asked the 
School of Pharmacy to state 
what it  will cost to produce 
more hand sanitizers, as he 
encouraged Liberians to keep 
safe and follow all the health 
protocols instituted by the 
Ministry of Health to ensure 
that COVID - 19 doesn’t 
spread throughout Liberia.

According to Dr. Nelson, 
the university has set up its 
own task force on Coronavirus 
which is chaired by UL Vice 
President for Health Sciences 
Dr. Bernice Dahn.

Also speaking, Health 
Minister Dr. Wihelmina Jallah 
expressed thanks to the 
University of Liberia and 
termed the donation as a very 
great collaboration.

She noted that if there is 
more collaboration the 
preventive messages are 
given to the public against 
COVID - 19, Liberia will make a 
good milestone in the fight. 

“These hand sanitizers will 
come in very handy because a 
lot of people keep asking 
‘where can we get hand 
sanitizers?’ she said.

Dr. Jallah assured the 
University of Liberia that the 
hand sanitizers presented will 
be used for the intended 
purpose, as she noted that 
they could be shared with 
county health officers not 
only in Montserrado County, 
but in other counties.

UL donates hand sanitizers 
produced by students 

Meanwhile, Dr. Jallah has 
warned that the number of 
cases reported in advanced 
countries should send a 
message that people need to 
make a difference in their own 
country to avoid trouble.

For his part, the Dean of the 
School of Pharmacy at the 
University of Liberia, Dr. 
Ezekiel F. Hallie said 200 hand 
sanitizers were presented to 

the Minister of Health out of 
500 produced by the School of 
Pharmacy, along with its 
students.

He said it took two weeks to 
produce the first batch of 500 
hand sanitizers, saying the 
donation by the School of 
Pharmacy is the first time since 
t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  
coronavirus.
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he William Richard 
To l b e r t  J o i n t  TChambers of the 

Capitol Building came under 
serious tension Monday when 
the chairman-designate of 
the National  Elect ions 
Commission appeared before 
t h e  S e n a t e  H e a r i n g s  
Committee for confirmation.

T h e  N i g e r i a n  b o r n  
naturalized Liberian, Cllr. 
Ndubuisi Nwabudike told the 
committee that he is a 
naturalized Liberian and he 

h a d  h e l d  t h e  L i b e r i a n  
citizenship since 1982 though he 
was born in 1968, which means 
he was 17 years old when 
o b t a i n e d  h i s  L i b e r i a n  
citizenship.

But Grand Cape Mount 
County Senator, Cllr. Varney 
Sherman strongly countered the 
NEC chairman-designate that 
the  L ibe r i an  a l i en  and  
naturalization law says one shall 
be at minimum age of 21 before 
applying for such citizenship 
status.

Senator Sherman narrated 
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that the Nigerian constitution 
says any natural born citizen 
retains its citizenship for life 
whether that person takes 
another country’s citizenship.

The 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
article (28) section one (1) 
states: “Subject to the other 
provisions of this section, a 
person shall forfeit forthwith 
his Nigerian citizenship if, not 
being a citizen of Nigeria by 
birth, he acquires or retains 

Street, the main street, 
expressed disappointment in 
the action of the government 
that led their market tables 
destroyed.

Speaking through one of 
their leaders, only identified 
as Ma Fatu Howe, the frowned 
at the Liberia Joint Security 
apparatus, including the 
Monrovia City Police (MCP), 
Liberia National Police (LNP) 
and Liberia Immigration 
Service (LIS) for condoning 
the vicinity while state 
bulldozers broke down their 
stalls overnight.

Madam Howe explains they 
were protesting because the 
government has taken bread 
from their mouth, lamenting 
the authorities are not 
prov id ing  c i t i zens  any  
assistance such as food and 
other basic needs to keep 
them at home, but rather 
going after their only source 
of survival.

She says other countries 
that asked their citizens to 

and frustrated marketers 
vehemently protest the move 
by state security.

The protest ensued here 
after marketers returned from 
their usual weekend break only 
to meet their stalls completely 
destroyed with nowhere to sell.

The affected protesters, 
who usually sell in front of 
stores, on sidewalks, and Water 

he Government of 
L i b e r i a  ( G O L’s )  Ten fo rcement  o f  

Coronavirus measures at the 
Waterside General Market in 
Monrovia on Monday, March 
30, demolishing stalls left the 
d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  
commercial district virtually 
a ghost town, as aggrieved 
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Waterside turns ghost town
-as marketers protest destruction of stalls

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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Nwabudike’s citizenship woes deepened
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Cllr. Ndubuisi Nwabudike


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

