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Gov't to drop 
gas price 

Lockdown Lockdown 
imminent imminent 

-as Liberia records 3 deaths, 10 cases
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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

rench police have 
launched a terrorism Finvestigation after 

two people were killed and 
five wounded in a knife 
attack in south-east France.

The attacker entered a 
tobacconist shop in Romans-
sur-Isère, near Grenoble, and 
stabbed the owners and a 
customer.He then attacked 
more people at two other 
shops before being arrested.

Prosecutors said the 
suspect was a Sudanese 
refugee in his 30s who lived in 
the town. Two other people 
have also been arrested, 
police said.

At the time of his arrest on 
Saturday, the man was "found 
on his knees on the pavement 
p r a y i n g  i n  A r a b i c " ,  
prosecutors said.

David Olivier Reverdy, of 
the National Police Alliance 
union, said the man had 
a s k e d  p o l i c e  t o  k i l l  
h im.Counte r - te r ro r i sm  
prosecutors said they had 
launched an investigation 
into "murder linked to a 
terrorist enterprise".The 
suspect was not previously 

known to the police or 
intelligence services, news 
website France Bleu reported.

On a visit to the town, 
Interior Minister Christophe 
Castaner said: "This morning, a 
man embarked on a terrorist 
journey."Town mayor Marie-
Helene Thoraval told AFP news 
agency that after leaving the 

wife tried to help the victim 
but in vain."

In a statement, the 
prosecutor's office said initial 
investigations suggest the 
attacker had "a determined 
murderous course aimed at 
seriously disturbing public 
order by intimidation or 
terror".During a search of the 
suspect's home, "handwritten 
documents with religious 
connotations were found", it 
said.

Prosecutors said they 
arrested a second Sudanese 
man at the suspect's home and 
on Sunday revealed that a 
third person - "a young 
Sudanese man from the same 
household" - was also in 
custody.Two of the wounded 

tobacconist, the suspect 
went to a butcher's shop 
where he grabbed another 
knife before attacking people 
queuing outside a bakery.

The butcher's shop owner, 
Ludovic Breyton, said: "He 
took a knife, jumped over the 
counter, and stabbed a 
customer, then ran away. My 

are said to be in a critical 
condition.

Pr e s i d e n t  E m m a n u e l  
Macron described the attack as 
an "odious" incident that 
further saddened a country 
already going through an 
ordeal.

"My thoughts are with the 
victims of the Romans-sur-
Isère attack - the injured, their 
families," he tweeted.Mr 
Macron promised that "light 
w i l l  b e  s h e d "  o n  t h e  
crime.France is currently in 
lockdown because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. People 
are only allowed out to buy 
basic necessities or for 
exercise.

The country has been on 
high alert since 2015, when 
Paris was hit by a series of 
attacks attributed to the 
Islamic State group.BBC

rominent Nigerian 
a c t r e s s  F u n k e  PAkindele has been 

widely criticised for holding a 
party during the lockdown 
i m p o s e d  t o  t a c k l e  
coronavirus.

The party in her Lagos 
man s i on  wa s  he l d  t o  
celebrate the birthday of her 

hu sband ,  p roduce r  J JC  
Skillz.Akindele has appeared in 
a Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Cont ro l  v i deo  to  r a i se  
a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  
coronavirus.She has defended 
the party, saying that everyone 
who was there had been living 
i n  h e r  h o u s e  f o r  t w o  
weeks.However, her tweet has 

since been deleted.Under the 
lockdown, all gatherings of 
more than 25 people have 
been banned in Lagos, 
Nigeria's biggest city, which 
has an estimated population 
of about 20 million people.

It is not clear from the 
video, posted online by JJC 
Skillz, whether the party 
exceeded that limit - but it 
has nevertheless been widely 
condemned for setting the 
wrong example.Those seen in 
the video include singer Naira 
Marley and actress Eniola 
Badmus, and some Nigerians 
have questioned whether 
they have been living with 
A k i n d e l e  a n d  h e r  
husband.Akindele is one of 
N i g e r i a ' s  b e s t - k n o w n  
actresses and came to 
prominence for her series 
Jenifa's Diary, broadcast on 
national TV.

A lockdown was imposed in 
Lagos, the neighbouring state 
of Ogun and the capital, 
Abuja, last week in order to 
halt the spread of the 
virus.Nigeria has confirmed 
224 cases of coronavirus so 
far, with five deaths and 27 
people discharged.BBC

alawi's president and 
a l l  g o v e r n m e n t  Mministers are taking 

a 10% wage cut for three 
months to raise money to 
t ack le  the  co ronav i ru s  
outbreak.

President Peter Mutharika 
made the announcement as he 
set out a stimulus package to 
help cushion the economic 
impact of the disease.

Malawi reported its first 
cases of the coronavirus on 
Thursday - one of the last 
countries to do so.The country, 

among the world's poorest, has 
declared a state of emergency.

There is no lockdown but 
schools are closed and the 
government says it is urging 
people to work from home and 
follow hand-washing and 
social-distancing guidelines.

All social gatherings of more 
than 100 people, such as 
funerals, church services and 
political rallies, have been 
banned.Mr Mutharika earns 
about $3,600 (£3,000) a month 
but no figure was given for how 
much money would be raised by 

the pay cut for all ministers.
As part of the stimulus 

package, the president 
announced a series of tax 
breaks for businesses, a 
reduction in fuel prices and 
an increase in risk allowances 
for health workers, Reuters 
news agency reports.

He also said that an extra 
2,000 health workers would 
be recruited.Tobacco is 
Malawi's main export and the 
president said that all 
tobacco markets would 
remain open to maintain 

foreign currency earnings 
and keep farmers in business, 
Reuters reports.

The four confirmed cases 
so far have all been linked to 
people travelling from the 
UK.

Mr Mutharika, 79, became 
president in 2014. His re-
election last year was 
cancelled in February after 
judges found there had been 
w i d e s p r e a d  
irregularities.BBC

Nigeria actress under fire 
for party amid lockdown

Funke Akindele is one of Nigeria's best known actresses

Sudanese refugee arrested 
France knife attack

Police suspect there may have been a terrorist 
motive behind the attack in Romans-sur-Isère

Malawi president takes 
10% coronavirus pay cut

Peter Mutharika earns about $3,600 (£3,000) a monthPeter Mutharika earns about $3,600 (£3,000) a month
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ENEVA – More than 180 countries and 
territories have confirmed a case of Gcoronavirus, and the number of cases 

worldwide has reached more than 870,000. 
Like a massive storm front, the crisis 
threatens not only to overwhelm health-care 
systems but also to collide in unpredictable 
ways  w i th  ch i ldcare ,  educat ion ,  
employment, and transportation.

The question for national leaders is whether 
their  countries can weather this  
unprecedented crisis as it crosses borders. 
Addressing it requires accepting two 
fundamental axioms. First, global risks such 
as pandemics are expressed at both the 
national and local level. Second, no country 
alone can prevent such occurrences or 
mitigate their impact.

Unfortunately, many leaders do not seem to 
understand these rules. What they mostly 
agree on is that unprecedented economic 
measures are needed to address a 
simultaneous demand and supply shock of 
this magnitude and duration. As citizens wait 
for these measures to be implemented, each 
community is being tested.

Governments and businesses can confront 
these challenges by learning about – and 
strengthening – their resilience, a term 
associated historically with stress testing 
materials or structures in engineering. 
Following the post-2008 Great Recession, 
resilience emerged as a core concept for 
addressing global financial risks. For 
example, in the 2013 edition of the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Risks Report, 
resilience was defined as the capacity for 
“bouncing back faster after stress, enduring 
greater stresses, and being disturbed less by 
a given amount of stress.”

The report also highlighted that as “global 
risks can be expressed in many countries at 
the same time, they can spread through 
countries that share borders, have similar 
fundamentals, or depend on the same 
critical systems.” The WEF proposed a novel 
framework for assessing financial resilience. 
Using qualitative and quantitative 
indicators, the diagnostic tool functioned as 
an X-ray that national decision-makers could 
use to reveal weaknesses in global risk 
readiness that were not apparent through 
more traditional risk-assessment methods.

A crucial lesson for leaders (particularly at 
the local level) is that resilience is most 
important when it comes to risks that are 
difficult to predict or, owing to a dearth of 
knowledge, manage effectively. The most 
important lesson is to avoid examining these 
risks in isolation. Instead, leaders should 
adopt the mindset of systems thinking, 
relying on a multi-layered process to 

determine risks.

Leaders now need to think of their country as a 
system that is comprised of smaller systems 
and is a part of larger systems that affect their 
country’s resilience. Global risks can have 
profound effects on politicians’ ability to 
govern, business-government relations, the 
efficiency of government spending and reform 
implementation, public trust, anti-corruption 
measures, and provision of services to improve 
business performance.

Unlike predicting stresses on a building in a 
hurricane, predicting those related to COVID-
19 is a Sisyphean task. Systems like health care 
or education are too complex for 
mathematical calculations to determine the 
risk and fallout. But systems thinking can 
provide a foundation to assess resilience by 
considering a system’s – and a country’s – 
robustness, redundancy, resourcefulness, 
response, and recovery.

Some definitions are in order. “Robustness” 
means designing fail-safes and firewalls into a 
nation’s critical networks and making 
decision-making chains of command modular 
to respond to changing circumstances. 
“Redundancy” involves having excess capacity 
and back-up systems so that the core 
functionality of critical infrastructure and 
institutions can be maintained during 
disturbances. “Resourcefulness” is the ability 
to adapt flexibly to crises so that industries 
and communities can build trust and discover 
solutions to resolve unanticipated challenges. 
“Response” refers to the ability to mobilize 
quickly in the face of crises, equipped with 
sound methods for gathering relevant 
information from all parts of society and 
communicating it to others. “Recovery” is the 
ability to regain a degree of normality after a 
crisis or event.

It is imperative that leaders increase 
resiliency. To do so, governments must ensure 
public trust in order to act effectively and 
efficiently, and the private sector must work 
with governments  to ensure local  
preparedness and response. Another way to 
increase resiliency is for civil society to be a 
watchdog on corruption, wastefulness, and 
transparency. The WEF’s COVID Action 
Platform, in partnership with the World Health 
Organization, is mobilizing stakeholders to 
protect lives and livelihoods and enhance 
these efforts around the world.

For those countries around the world already 
facing serious COVID-19 outbreaks, the 
solidarity, compassion, and collaboration that 
we are witnessing are a testament to the 
power of local resiliency. For countries or 
communities that have not been hit hard so 
far, leaders must act now.

Resilience helped leaders respond to the collapse of the financial system during the 
Great Recession. During COVID-19, resilience can help countries rebound from the 
toll the virus will take on healthcare, the economy, education, and employment.
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UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  

Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 
+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

WITH THREE DEATHS and 10 confirmed cases 
reported now from Liberia’s COVID-19 outbreak in 
less than a month, the need for health authorities to 
intensify tracing of contacts of the victims’ cannot be 
overemphasized.  Since President Weah reported the 
country’s index case on March 16 the infection rate 
has been rapidly increasing.

THE LONGER WE take to follow up on contacts, 
leaves room for breeding grounds of potential 
confirmed cases. The Ministry of Health and the 
National Public Health Institute should move quickly 
to trace those contacts out there because those 10 
confirmed cases and three deaths did evolve in a 
vacuum.

WHILE A VIGOROUS public awareness is welcome, 
the authorities should not relax and wait for cases, 
but get proactive in going after suspected contacts 
and taking them in for precautionary observation.

A PROACTIVE CONTACT tracing campaign could 
curtail rapid spread of the virus and help to save 
lives.

ANOTHER ISSUE OF concern as we fight this virus, is 
preparations in quarantine centers across the 
country. A staff of the Ministry of Health, who 
returned from Sweden recently and was quarantined 
at the 14 Military Hospital complained of lack of care 
and poor environment.

NURSES ARE APPREHENSIVE and indifferent in 
responding or taking care of people in quarantine 
centers, something that could further worsen their 
traumatic condition.

FOR INSTANCE, IF so-called quarantine centers lack 
basic facilities such as electricity, ventilation, food 
and water, and counseling, patients there are being 
exposed to death. That shouldn’t be the condition at 
quarantine centers.

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD move quickly in 
addressing such situations that could scare people 
away from reporting for quarantine. A suspected 
COVID-19 patient should be condemned to death.

PRECAUTIONARY OBSERVATION AND quarantine 
centers should provide hope to our people rather 
than worsen their situation.

EQUALLY SO, HEALTH workers across the country 
should be taken care of in terms of protective tools 
and incentives to motivate them on the job.

2020                              

We must intensify 
contact tracing
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Boosting Resilience to COVID-19

By Lee Howell
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As the COVID-19 pandemic escalates, the advanced economies seem to be geared up for a 
manufacturing renaissance. But while this may reduce risks for large firms, it probably will 
not benefit very many advanced-economy workers, let alone the developing countries from 
which production is being shifted.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

UNICH – As the COVID-19 pandemic escalates, the risks inherent in global 
supply chains are more apparent than ever. Rather than await a return to Mbusiness as usual, with manufacturing activities concentrated in countries 

where labor is cheap and plentiful, advanced-economy companies are shifting their 
focus to the lowest-wage workers of all: robots.

Firms began relocating production to low-wage countries in the early 1990s, aided by 
the fall of the Iron Curtain, China’s global integration and eventual accession to the 
World Trade Organization, and the rise of containerization. The period between 1990 
and the 2008 global financial crisis has been called an era of hyper-globalization in 
which global value chains accounted for about 60% of global trade.

The 2008 global financial and economic crisis marked the beginning of the end of this 
era of hyper-globalization. In 2011, global value chains stopped expanding. They 
have not grown again since.

This reversal was driven by uncertainty. From 2008 to 2011, the World Uncertainty 
Index – constructed by Hites Ahir, Nicholas Bloom, and Davide Furceri – increased by 
200%. To compare, during the 2002-03 outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome 
(SARS), the WUI rose by 70%. After the United Kingdom voted in 2016 to leave the 
European Union, it surged by 250%.

When uncertainty rises, global value chains suffer. Based on past data, one can 
predict that a 300% increase in uncertainty – as the COVID-19 pandemic seems likely 
to produce – would reduce global supply-chain activity by 35.4%. Firms no longer 
consider the cost savings of offshoring to be worth the risk.

At a time when adopting robots is cheaper than ever, the incentive to reshore 
production is even stronger. The arithmetic is simple. A company in, say, the United 
States would have to pay an American worker a lot more than, say, a Vietnamese or 
Bangladeshi one. But a US-based robot would not demand wages at all, let alone 
benefits like health insurance or sick leave.

Investment in robots is not new. Advanced-economy firms have been pursuing it since 
the mid-1990s, led by the automotive industry, which can account for 50-60% of a 
country’s robot stock. In Germany – a global leader in robot adoption – robots per 
10,000 workers in manufacturing stood at 322 in 2017. Only South Korea (710 robots 
per 10,000 workers) and Singapore (658 per 10,000) have a higher ratio. The US has 
200 robots per 10,000 workers.

In fact, when the 2008 crisis struck, some countries, such as Germany, already had 
enough robots to minimize the importance of labor costs in production. Many others, 
aided by the sharp post-2008 decline in interest rates relative to wages, boosted 
robot adoption and reshored a larger share of production.

The same is likely to happen today. Based on monetary policy so far, a 30% drop in 
interest rates can be expected, as central banks try to offset the damage of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Past data indicate that this could bring a 75.7% acceleration in 
robot adoption. (It will not bring an unbridled boom in robot adoption, because rising 
uncertainty also deters investment.)

This trend will be concentrated in the sectors that are most exposed to global value 
chains. In Germany, that means autos and transport equipment, electronics, and 
textiles – industries that import around 12% of their inputs from low-wage countries. 
(Overall, the German economy imports 6.5% of the inputs it uses.)

Globally, the industries where the most reshoring activity is taking place are 
chemicals, metal products, and electrical products and electronics. The chemical 
industry stands out as the top reshorer in France, Germany, Italy, and the US.

This trend poses a major threat to many developing countries’ growth models, which 
depend on low-cost manufacturing and exports of intermediate inputs. In Central 
and Eastern Europe, some countries have responded to this challenge by investing in 
robots themselves. The Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Slovenia (which have large 
foreign-owned auto sectors) now have more robots per 10,000 workers than the US or 
France. And the strategy seems to be working: they remain an attractive offshoring 
destination for rich countries.

Low-cost manufacturing hubs in Asia may have a harder time, especially in the wake 
of the pandemic. China, which secured its economic rise by establishing itself at the 
center of many global value chains, will face particularly serious challenges, despite 
its plans to shift to higher-value-added activities and boost domestic consumption.

Between rising protectionism (especially in the US under President Donald Trump) 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, the advanced economies seem to be geared up for a 
manufacturing renaissance. But while this may reduce risks for large firms, it 
probably will not benefit very many advanced-economy workers, let alone the 
developing countries from which production is being shifted. For that, governments 
will need to implement policies suited to this new economic order.
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ACKSON HOLE, WYOMING/NAPLES, FLORIDA – Recently, a reporter at the daily White 
House coronavirus briefing asked US President Donald Trump what he would say to his Jfearful fellow citizens.

Here is what America still needs to hear from its leader.

“My fellow citizens, this is a terrible time for our country and for the world. We are in the midst 
of a brutal war as challenging as any that humankind has fought. But this fight is not between 
countries. It is between human civilization and a virus that threatens to upend it.

“COVID-19 is deadly. It is not to be taken lightly, even if you are young and healthy. I have heard 
comments dismissing the danger it poses – this virus should not be underestimated. It is a real 
threat not just to your life, but also to your loved ones.

“But be assured, we will defeat it. Just as we have faced down lethal health threats before, 
from polio to SARS, we will come through this dark period and return to a better way of life.  

“From this day forward, I am committing every available resource at the US government’s 
disposal to ensure that everyone in America receives the medical care they need. Everyone is 
precious. We will not trade one life for another, nor will we leave anyone behind.

“Let me repeat: We will leave no one behind.

“In 1961, President John F. Kennedy used his inaugural address to pledge this country to ‘bear 
any burden … in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty.’ Sixty years later, it is 
fitting that we re-commit to the same lofty goal.

“We should have been more prepared for this pandemic. When we get through the immediate 
crisis, we will make the necessary changes to ensure we are never caught off guard again.

“Here is what your government is doing now. First, we are mobilizing the full might of the 
private sector. Exercising my authority under the Defense Production Act of 1950, I have 
ordered our pharmaceutical, manufacturing, and textile companies to produce 300 million 
COVID-19 tests, one million ventilators, and enough personal protective equipment for 20 
million health-care workers.

“Second, I have ordered that all military and Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals be made 
available for COVID-19 patients.

“Third, the Army Corps of Engineers is building temporary hospitals in the country’s 50 largest 
cities. We will have about 200,000 new hospital beds ready within a month, and more than one 
million new beds just a few months after that. We will double our nation’s hospital capacity.

“Fourth, all military medical professionals not engaged in urgent tasks will be assigned to 
support civilian medical staff.

“Fifth, I have called up specialized military reserve units – including engineer battalions, 
chemical-biological response units, and other relevant groups – to oversee testing sites in 
every county that has more than a minimal number of cases. The same mobilization force will 
also oversee testing in every major city (in partnership with local authorities), as well as in 
every transportation hub of towns with more than 20,000 people.

“Sixth, I have ordered the US Navy to deploy every available amphibious vessel, aircraft 
carrier, hospital ship, and support vessel to the harbors of our major coastal cities. Each of 
these is equipped with state-of-the-art medical facilities.

“To operationalize these plans, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs will lead the military’s 
efforts, in partnership with the National Guard.

“There is a lot that we don’t know about this virus. But we do know that it cannot spread if we 
do not come into contact with one another. Until now, states and communities have met the 
pandemic with a patchwork of rules. But, only by coming together can we prevent the virus 
from leaping to new areas. Legions of health-care professionals are putting their lives on the 
line for us; we owe it to them to do our part, too. Accordingly, all domestic flights will cease 
until May 1, except those carrying patients, medical professionals, or other essential 
personnel and equipment.

“Our best scientists tell us that the rate of infection will peak over the next few months. It is 
possible that hundreds of thousands of us will perish before this is over, and that many of us will 
witness the death of a loved one. Our collective spirit will be tested like never before. We will 
bend. But we must not – and will not – break.

“Hope is like a muscle – we must exercise it or it will wither. As difficult as these coming days 
will be, each of us must find a silver lining and actively encourage hope. Embrace your family if 
you are sheltering with them, and call them daily if you are not. Call your friends, too. Say the 
things you might have held back before. Play games and music, read, write, laugh. Smile. 
Love.

“Once we have overcome the immediate crisis, we will rebuild our economy and our 
communities. And once again: We will leave no one behind.

“Finally, let me say one more thing to our brothers and sisters in other countries. We may have 
our differences, but today we are as one. We are all facing the same enemy. This virus is not 
the product of any one country, and defeating it will require contributions from all of us.

“As we face the loss of friends, family, and neighbors in the months ahead, we should bear in 
mind the immortal wisdom offered in 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg. We 
should “here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain – that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people, for 
the people, shall not perish from the earth.’”

There has never been a more important time, since perhaps World War 
II, for the president of the United States to bring the country together. 
Here is what he should say.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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 SOLICITATION NUMBER: VA-669-20-00006 
ISSUANCE DATE: 03/25/2020 
CLOSING DATE/TIME: 04/24/2020 (17:30 local time) 
SUBJECT: Solicitation for the USAID Project Management Specialist, (Health Systems Strengthening), Cooperating Country 
National Personal Service Contract (CCNPSC). 
Dear Prospective Offerors: 
The United States Government, represented by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is seeking offers from 
qualified persons to provide personal services under contract as described in this solicitation. 
Offers must be in accordance with Attachment 1, Sections I through III of this solicitation. Incomplete or unsigned offers will not 
be considered. Offerors should retain copies of all offer materials for their records. 
This solicitation in no way obligates USAID to award a Personal Services Contract, nor does it commit USAID to pay any cost 
incurred in the preparation and submission of the offers. 
Any questions must be directed in writing to the Point of Contact specified in the attached information. 
Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Robert W. Appiah 
Supervisory Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENT 1 
I I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

SOLICITATION NO: VA-669-20-00006 
1. ISSUANCE DATE: 03/25/2020 

2. CLOSING DATE/TIME FOR RECEIPT OF OFFERS: 04/24/2020 at 17:30 Monrovia time 

3. POSITION TITLE: USAID Project Management Specialist, (Health Systems Strengthening), 

4. MARKET VALUE: $51,630.00 to USD $82,612.00 equivalent to CCN-12 in accordance 

with AIDAR Appendix J and the Local Compensation Plan of the US Embassy in Monrovia, 
Liberia. Final compensation will be negotiated within the listed market value. 
5. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE: Initial two years with possibility of extension depending on need, performance, and 
availability of funding. This is considered a permanent position. 

Employment under any contract issued under this solicitation is of a continuing nature. Its duration is expected to be part of series 
of sequential contract; all contract clauses, provisions, and regulatory requirements concerning availability of funds and the 
specific duration of the contract shall apply. 
6. PLACE OF PERFORMANCE: Monrovia, Liberia with possible travel as stated in the statement of duties. 

7. SECURITY LEVEL REQUIRED: Facility and computer access 

8. STATEMENT OF DUTIES 

A. BACKGROUND 
The HSS Team Lead conducts regular site visits to review program implementation and meets with beneficiaries; based on 
information collected during visits, s/he adjusts or recommends adjustments to programs/projects/activities as appropriate. S/he 
reviews performance reports to ensure IPs are in compliance with bilateral government agreements and with performance 
expectations outlined in their work plans. S/he also ensures monitoring and evaluation systems are in place to capture IP results 
and contributions to overall portfolio targets. The individual in this position leads the preparation and review of the USAID 
Operational Plan for HSS and related activities. The HSS Team Lead provides technical and programmatic oversight in the areas 
of HSS, including county governance and strategic planning, health financing, health information systems and quality 
improvement. 

B. BASIC FUNCTION OF THE POSITION 
The HSS Team Lead is involved in the planning, design, implementation and evaluation of all USAID/Liberia HSS activities. The 
Team Lead facilitates communication and ensures collaborative working relationships with high level decision-makers, as well as 
technical staff in the Ministry of Health, Regional Health Bureaus, USAID/Washington, counterparts with other government 
entities, and with other donors, private sector partners, and non-governmental organizations working in the area of health systems 
strengthening, water and private sector. The Team Lead represents USAID and the USG on various high-level governing bodies 
key to HSS, serves on GOL technical working groups and donor working groups in advancing the policy objectives of the USG 
while simultaneously supporting coordination and harmonization of health activities in Liberia. 
The Health Systems Strengthening Team Lead reports directly to the Deputy Health Office Director, with the responsibility of 
managing a team of three locally employed staff. 
MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

A. Strategic and Technical Leadership 40% 

The HSS Team Lead provides policy and strategic leadership in support of the USAID/USG health program, with a particular 
focus on health systems strengthening, including health information systems, supply chain, health financing and human resources 
for health, and private health sector engagement. The Team Lead provides senior policy, strategic, and technical advice and 
guidance to the Ministry of Health in the planning, drafting and evaluation of GOL HSS reforms. The Team Lead oversees the 
effective monitoring and evaluation plans for the HSS program, including compiling lessons learned and the dissemination of HSS 
activity results to appropriate USG staff and partners. 
•  The HSS Team Lead has the strategic vision, leadership qualities, technical expertise, professional reputation, 
management experience, and interpersonal skills to fulfill the diverse professional requirements necessary for this position. 
•  The individual in this role provides policy and strategic leadership to the overall USAID/USG health program, with a 
focus on health systems strengthening, human resources for health, health financing, supply chain strengthening, and governance 
and accountability, and private health care. 
•  S/he develops new HSS activities, assures monitoring and evaluation standards are met, and provides expert technical 
and programmatic information and assistance as requested by the Ambassador, the USAID/Liberia Mission Director, and the 
Health Office Director relating to health systems strengthening, including content for reporting documents, speeches, cables, 
analyses, and briefing materials. 
•  S/he leads development of a private sector portfolio within the Health Office and serves as the key interlocutor with 
private sector health and health insurance providers to increase efficiency within the private sector as well as access to private 
sector services by the poor. 
•  The individual in this position analyzes HSS issues to identify strengths and weaknesses by leading the design of 
strategies and programs with respect to GOL needs and within USAID's comparative advantage and mandates. 
•  S/he provides senior level policy, strategic, and technical advice and guidance to the Ministry of Health (MOH) in 
HSS, WASH and private health sector engagement. 

• B. Program/Project/Activity Management, Monitoring and Reporting 40% 

The HSS Team Lead conducts regular site visits to review program implementation and meets with beneficiaries; based on 
information collected during visits, s/he adjusts or recommends adjustments to programs/projects/activities as appropriate. S/he 
reviews performance reports to ensure IPs are in compliance with bilateral government agreements and with performance 
expectations outlined in their work plans. S/he also ensures monitoring and evaluation systems are in place to capture IP results 
and contributions to overall portfolio targets. The individual in this position leads the preparation and review of the USAID 
Operational Plan for HSS and related activities. 
•  The HSS Team Lead provides technical and programmatic oversight in the areas of HSS, including county 
governance and strategic planning, health financing, health information systems and quality improvement. The Team Lead directs 
and oversees new private sector health activities. 
•  S/he serves as COR/AOR and also provides leadership and overall guidance to COR/AOR or Activity Managers for 
the portfolio and assists staff in managing systems strengthening or service delivery projects. Additionally, this individual provides 
technical and supervisory contributions to USG program designs, budget allocations, strategic planning documents and reporting 
mechanisms. 
•  S/he conducts site visits on a quarterly basis, at a minimum, and provides hands-on oversight to IPs in Monrovia as 
well as at the site of implementation. 
•  The HSS Team Lead ensures monitoring and evaluation systems are in place to capture IP results and contributions to 
overall HSS portfolio targets, approves annual work plans for health systems strengthening, and maintains detailed and updated 
project management strategic plans for HSS activities. 
• C. Supervision and Management 20% 

The HSS Team Lead will supervise and manage a team of three staff, with direct supervisory responsibility for three individuals. 
Responsibilities will include ongoing coaching and mentoring of staff, setting professional development goals, identifying relevant 
training opportunities to advance those goals and strengthen the overall USAID/Liberia Health Office, providing written feedback 
and performance evaluations, and working with the Executive Officer to determine actions related to performance issues. 
The HSS Team Lead is responsible for the financial management of programs, projects, and activities designed to strengthen 
Health Systems, including ensuring that obligations, expenditures, and budget pipelines conform to action plans; ensuring 
appropriate and timely incremental funding of activities; ensuring program activities are in compliance with USAID financial 
regulations, reporting any financial discrepancies to the Health Office Director, Budget Advisor, Finance Team, and/or Office of 
Procurement Support, keeping Mission Controller and Mission Financial Analysts informed of liquidation of advances; and, 
reviewing and providing administrative approval for assigned activities. The HSS Team Lead ensures compliance with auditing 
requirements and the closure of open recommendations and maintains monthly project financial management tracking systems. 

•  S/he works in a collaborative and instructional manner with members of the USAID/Liberia team with regards to the 
implementation and oversight of the HSS portfolio. 
•  The HSS Team Lead ensures that all necessary technical team members possess the adequate level of expertise in the 
area of HSS, and that USAID team members receive the appropriate levels of training where issues of HSS are concerned. 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR THIS POSITION 
• a. Education: The HSS Team Lead position requires a master's degree in a related field such a health financing, public 
health, public administration, or economics. 

• b. Prior Work Experience: A minimum of 7 years progressively responsible, professional-level experience in health 
sector program management or related private sector experience is required. At least two years of experience in development-
related work, or related fields, for USAID, other donor agencies, GOL organizations, or private-sector institutions which included 
project design, performance monitoring, and/or the analysis and interpretation of large amounts of data is required. 
• c. Post Entry Training: Familiarization training in USAID-specific procedures, regulations, and methods, and 
orientation to working from a donor-Agency perspective, will be provided. Formal COR/AOR training is necessary for proper job 
performance and will be provided. Training to maintain professional capability in the field, and other courses offered for 
professional USAID staff, as appropriate; and, courses, seminars, conferences, and other activities in fields related to the function 
and needed to maintain and update professional qualifications as they become available, subject to availability of funds. 
Environmental compliance training will be provided. 
• d. Language Proficiency: Level IV fluency in English is required. 
• e. Job Knowledge: In-depth professional-level knowledge of development principles, concepts, and practices, 
especially as they relate to health systems strengthening in Liberia and the region. Mastery of a variety of health development areas 
including health system strengthening, private sector engagement, health care reform, health information systems, human resources 
development, and governance and accountability is expected. The HSS Team Lead must have a good knowledge, or the potential to 
acquire such knowledge, of USG legislation, policy, and practice relating to development assistance; USAID programming policies, 
regulations, procedures, and documentation, and of the objectives, methodology, and status of assigned activities. The HSS Team 
Lead must also have knowledge and understanding, or the potential to acquire such knowledge, of the organization and respective 
roles of the different branches in the GOL in order to enhance effective communication, and to develop consensus on 
program/project strategy and implementation plans. 
• f. Skills and Abilities: The ability to plan, organize, manage, and evaluate HSS, water and private sector activities is 
essential. Verbal communication skills, tact, and diplomacy are necessary in establishing and developing sustainable working 
relationships and a high level of trust with senior and middle-level GOL officials, and with public and private organizations. Tactful 
communication skills are also needed when explaining and interpreting GOL attitudes, priorities, and concerns to USAID/USG 
officials, and in negotiating project plans and resolving project implementation issues with appropriate host-country organizations, 
technical advisors, implementing partners, counterparts, and peers. Strong technical writing skills are mandatory in order to prepare 
regular and ad hoc reports, project documentation, and briefing papers. Analytical ability is required in order to interpret public 
policies, and to assist in the development of revised policies, as necessary; and, to develop and monitor the performance of budgets, 
and the development of periodic work plans. High technical 

• skill level in project programming, policies, and in developing strategies for implementation. The HSS Team Lead must 
have the ability to work effectively in a team environment, and to achieve consensus on policy, project, and administrative matters. 
Good computer skills are required to manage activity goals and achievements. 

Clearances: The ability to obtain medical and security clearances (Public Trust level –building access) in a timely manner is 
required. 
POSITION ELEMENTS 
• a. Supervision Received: The HSS Team Lead works under the supervision of the Deputy Health Team Office Director, 
who provides overall objectives, suggests approaches to consider, and reviews completed reports and assignments. Most 
assignments occur in the normal course of the work, but the HSS Team Lead is required to determine those that must be 
coordinated with superiors. The supervisor provides a review of the assignment, the goals and objectives to be achieved, and the 
expected results. The HSS Team Lead will seek advice and assistance as required. 
• b. Supervision Exercised: The HSS Team Lead will supervise a team of three, with direct responsibility for three 
individuals: Supply Chain Advisor, Health Systems Advisor, and the M&E Advisor. The HSS Team Lead will cooperate closely 
with several agency and contract employees to oversee their work on results reporting to reconcile HSS performance against 
targets. 
• c. Available Guidelines: Available administrative guidelines establish a broad pattern of operations that require a 
frequent need to exercise judgment and interpretation and provides an opportunity for initiative and innovation. Relevant guidelines 
include the USAID Automated Directives System (ADS), PEPFAR and PMI guidelines, Country Operational Plans, Health 
Implementation Plan, Country Development Cooperation Strategy, National Health Strategic Plan, Mission Orders and other 
directives. Guidelines are often general in nature and not specific to the situation at hand, requiring considerable interpretation. 
• d. Exercise of Judgment: Independent judgment is required for developing, implementing, and managing 
programs/projects/activities, many of which are emergent institutions in areas of political and social sensitivity, and for reporting, 
and for other assignments. Judgment is required to make decisions, based on careful analysis of facts and variables, possible 
alternatives, and potential political and development implications and impact. The HSS Team Lead must exercise good judgment 
and completes work independently. S/he monitors implementation of activities and maintains accountability for results achieved. 
• e. Authority to Make Commitments: The HSS Team Lead exercises the authority given to program/project/activity 
managers and CORs/AORs and may make administrative arrangements consistent with ADS guidance and Mission policy. The 
HSS Team Lead takes action and establishes priorities based on available guidelines and professional judgment. Within the scope of 
the authority delegated, the HSS Team Lead may indicate to ranking counterpart and implementing partner officials that s/he will 
make a recommendation to USAID on a specific activity issue or problem. The HSS Team Lead has no independent authority to 
expend USG funds. 
• f. Nature, Level, and Purpose of Contacts: The HSS Team Lead has a full range of contacts within the U.S. Mission, 
at all levels, and maintains contact with contractors and grantees implementing USAID-funded programs/projects/activities in the 
sector. Within the Embassy, 

• contacts are with counterpart staff and with senior staff as needed. Host-government, local, and other contacts vary 
widely with the type of activity being implemented, and may be at any level – including Ministerial, Deputy Minister, Permanent 
Secretary, Director etc. Frequent and substantive personal contacts with senior-level officials of the GRZ, and with the private 
sector, are for the purpose of explaining and defending USAID/USG policies, objectives, and procedures, and to transmit and 
interpret GOL and private-sector attitudes and concerns, and the attitudes and concerns of individual Liberians to senior USAID 
officials. 

g. Time Expected to Reach Full Performance Level: One year 
10. AREA OF CONSIDERATION: Open to All Interested CCNs (Cooperating Country Nationals). 
AIDAR, Appendix J. 1 (b) Definitions: 
(6) “Cooperating country “means the country in which the employing USAID Mission is located. 
(7) “Cooperating country national” (“CCN”) means an individual who is a cooperating country citizen, or a non-cooperating 
country citizen lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the cooperating country. 
11. PHYSICAL DEMANDS 
The work requested does not involve undue physical demands. 
12. POINT OF CONTACT: 
All application packages are to be submitted: 
USAID Project Management Specialist (Health Systems Strengthening) 
USAID/Liberia, C/O American Embassy Service Entrance, 
Gibson Street, Mamba Point, Monrovia 
Or by email to: Agatha W. Mangou, Human Resources Assistant, email: amangou@usaid.gov and 
Sylvester Browne, Human Resources Specialist, email: sbrowne@usaid.gov 
III. EVALUATION AND SELECTION FACTORS 
• A. . Education—10 points 

USAID will assess educational qualifications that increase the candidate's competitiveness for the position. 
• B. Relevant Work Experience – 40 Points 

USAID will assess relevant work experience that increases the candidate's competitiveness for the position. 
• C. Knowledge, Skills and Abilities – 40 Points 

Must possess strong analytical, communication and interpersonal skills. H/she must have strong command of the English language 
as well as strong computer, writing and speaking skills, including keyboarding/typing skills. Incumbent must possess highly 
developed organizational and task prioritization/tracking skills. 
Demonstrated ability to establish and maintain effective relationships at all levels within the Mission personnel, and high-level 
Embassy Officers. Incumbent must possess the ability to shift priorities as required and excellent customer service skills and be able 
to respond sympathetically to all staff in a timely and positive manner. 
H/she must be able to speak authoritatively before USAID's personnel and counterparts to negotiate and represent the U.S. 
Government's best interests to both U.S. and host country individuals. 
• D. Communication and Computer Skills – 10 Points 

Applicant skills in oral and written communication in the English language, including the ability to obtain, evaluate, and interpret 
reports, and to effectively communicate organizational mission and policies to staff and partners will be evaluated. USAID will 
evaluate the applicant's computer skills, including ease and skill in using MS-Office Suite of Applications and Google G Suite 
applications, and in using the internet to solve problems and conduct research on matters such as regulatory guidance and 
compliance. 
Total possible points = 100 
ADDITIONAL SELECTION CRITERIA 
Management will consider potential nepotism/conflict of interest, and visa status when determining successful candidacy. 
SELECTION PROCESS 
After initial screening of applications, only short-listed applicants will be contacted and invited for an interview and a written 
exercise. Applicants selected for interview will also be evaluated on their reference checks. 
HOW TO APPLY 
Applications shall be submitted no later than the closing date specified, and should include the following: 
1. A clearly typed application cover letter that briefly summarizes why you believe you are qualified for this position. 
2. Resume or CV. 
3. The names and contact details of three references that can attest to your Project Management and Health Systems Strengthening 
experience. 
4. Documentation (e.g. copies of certificates or degrees) that address the minimum requirements of the position. 
5. One to two-page writing sample broadly related to Project Management and Health Systems Strengthening development in 
Liberia. 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: The U.S. Mission provides equal opportunity and fair and equitable treatment in 

employment to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, political affiliation, marital 

status, or sexual orientation.
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t goes without saying that during a crisis such as the pandemic the world is 
currently facing; clear, consistent and concise communications can be an Ieffective tool in curbing the spread of diseases such as COVID-19. But innovative 

communication has always been an Achilles heel for leaders in a crisis, and Africa is no 
exception, says political campaigner, MadelainRoscher, CEO of Status (Pty) Ltd. 

 
“Giving credit where credit is due, some African leaders have stepped up with 

regards to taking decisive action to stop the viral spread of the Coronavirus by partially 
or wholly placing their countries in lockdown and shutting borders for trave and trade. 
But without proper communication on how to mitigate the spread of the virus, Africa’s 
confirmed COVID-19 cases will continue to rise,” says Roscher.

 
According to the 2019 Global Health Security Index, which ranks countries across the 

globe on their pandemic preparedness, using a scale of ‘Most Prepared; More Prepared 
and Least Prepared,’ none of the African countries fell in the first tier. Majority of the 
African countries were grouped in the latter as Least Prepared.

 
In addition to being ill-equipped and unprepared, according to Index Mundi, the 

majority of African countries do not have adequate medical facilities or the 
infrastructure to effectively deal with a pandemic outbreak. African nations generally 
have fewer than one hospital bed per one thousand people, and even fewer respirators. 

 
“To flatten the curve, governments need to drive an understanding of the severity of 

COVID-19, which has caused a global shut down - for a reason. Whatever health 
initiatives are carried out should be accompanied by simple but effective 
communication solutions that can resonate with all citizens, regardless of their level of 
education.

 
“Communication efforts can only be seen as effective when stakeholders 

understand the crisis the country is currently experiencing; the potentially devastating 
ramifications the pandemic will have on every citizen’s life; and most importantly, the 
need to change their behaviour.  It is only when the message is fully understood and the 
significance thereof resonates with our people, that the communication uptake or call 
to action results will improve. Once this happens, the infection transmission rate will 
stabilise or decrease, which means health care systems will be less stressed because 
fewer people will need hospitalisation,” explains Roscher.

 
She says the first directive governments should adhere to is issuing messaging that is 

factual; relevant to the current crisis; consistent with what has happened across the 
world; but most importantly, specific to the people.  

 
“Governments need to supplement their COVID-19 messaging with examples of 

where the nation currently is in comparison to where the rest of the world was when the 
pandemic broke out in the worst-affected countries. When people start realising that 
the virus is spreading rapidly, is a reality in their own communities, and that the 
reported losses have become conversations about real people they know, that’s when 
the message of self-preservation will hit home and finally sink in. Governments need to 
tell relatable ‘stories' that extend beyond the washing of hands and social distancing, 
and start sharing the real-life tragedies of their people who have sadly succumbed to 
the virus,” Roscher continues.

 
With free access to Facebook and some other social media tools; bulk messaging 

such as pamphlets, SMSes and WhatsApp texts, which work perfectly well during 
election times; and state-owned media, governments have all the necessary channels 
available for effective communications.

 
But Africa also has other factors which may prove difficult in stemming the spread of 

COVID-19.
 
The United Nations estimates that more than 70% of African metropolitans — 

approximately 200 million people — reside in ‘crowded city slums’ or informal 
settlements, with limited access to plumbing or electricity. In those environments, 
social distancing and regular handwashing may be effectively impossible.

 
As of April 1, the reported number of confirmed people with the Coronavirus in Africa 

had reached more than 5,880 cases with South Africa, reporting over 1,350 cases alone.
 
“Beyond social and infrastructural issues, African leaders also face a bombardment 

of fake news, misinformation and an intense distrust in government. This is where 
governments can channel their various departments to speak in a unified; coherent 
voice to disseminate information about what individuals can do to minimise the spread 
and the risk to themselves, but also reiterate the official avenues that are available to 
citizens who need assistance,” says Roscher.

 
It is expected that African countries that are already battling with famine, wars and 

malnutrition, for example, will be the hardest hit.
 
Africa also has the highest HIV and Tuberculosis prevalence in the world, which 

means that many of these people already have compromised immune systems and are 
at a greater risk of contracting fatal COVID-19.

 
“Africa needs to realise that a one-size-fits-all approach is not going to work and 

that the continent’s needs are very different from those in Europe, Asia or the US. We 
need immediate infrastructural solutions such as water tankers, mobile testing 
stations, pop-up clinical care facilities, tollfree advice lines, and stronger policing of 
movement, and then, the citizens of Africa will win this war against COVID-19,” 
concludes Roscher.

 
 

 
 

Effective government 
messaging can save lives espite a slowdown in food 

importation characterized by Dspeculation of looming food 
shortage due to the spread of the 
Corona Virus pandemic, Liberia’s 
Minister of Agriculture Jeanine Cooper, 
assures the country has enough food 
items in stock for up to August, 2020.

Addressing a news conference in 
Monrovia over the weekend, she 
acknowledged there’s fear that food 
shortage could hit the country in the 
soonest possible time, taking to 
account countries that supply Liberia 
with food items, including rice, 
chicken, flour and other food stuffs are 
locking all ports, meaning they will not 

export food here.
However, Minister Cooper noted 

that Liberia has about 250,000 metric 
tons of rice and little over 723,000 
metric tons of cassava for purchase 
which the government is considering 
to purchase, process and store for the 
bad days, if there will be any.

She said, Liberia has all it takes to 
produce more food and become a food 
producing nation.

“The production of rice and cassava 
will start at the beginning of the dry 
season. Our country is rich for 
ag r i cu l tu re  pu rpose s .  We’ re  
encouraging our farmers to engage in 
making farms even if it requires using 

facemask, while cultivating the 
farmland, they must do it. Countries 
that supplying us with food especially, 
like India and China, they are facing the 
Corona Virus heat which means, their 
respective governments are locking 
down all exportation. Meaning we are 
to get prepared ahead of time.” 

Minister Cooper, an experienced 
farmer from the private sector, was 
appointed in January by President 
George Manneh Weah to take over the 
agriculture sector.

She advised Liberians and the 
government to start cultivation in 
order to fill the gap that maybe created 
by COVID-19 continuous spread 
throughout the world.

She said government is considering 

to process rice, cassava and other food 
items for storage just in case the virus 
continues to spread and stall 
importation of food commodities.

Madam Cooper maintained that 
farmers are key players in the fight 
against the virus not just health 
workers because food is always needed 
for all even patients, health workers 
and everyone.  

She disclosed that Firestone-Liberia 
has stopped buying rubber from local 
farmers here since March this year 
because exportation of rubber latex 
abroad have ceased due to the 
coronavirus. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

No food shortage
-Agriculture Minister assures public

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
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NewDawn everyday 

&&
Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN   72020                              

i b e r i a ’ s  V i c e  
President, Jewel LH o w a r d - Ta y l o r,  

Saturday, April 4, 2020, 
rallied residents at her Sophie 
Community Residence against 
COVID-19.

According to health 
authorities, currently Liberia 
has 13 cases and 3 deaths 
while three people are said to 
have recovered.

During the tour of the 
community, VP Howard-
Taylor reechoed calls by 
President George Weah for 
the active involvement of 
every government official in 
the fight against COVID-19, 
which continues to hugely 
devastate the entire world.

She underscored the need 
for Liberians to continuously 
observe all health protocols, 
including regular hand 
washing with clean water and 
soap.

Demonstrating the regular 
hand washing protocols, the 
Liberian Vice President 
expressed the belief that if 
this method and other health 
measures, including the 
wearing masks, are followed, 

this would reduce or halt the 
spread of the virus.

VP Howard-Taylor said the 
fight against the Coronavirus is 
everybody’s business; as such  
the initiative is meant to create 
awareness on the virus while 
urging all Liberians and 
residents in the country to take 
seriously the frequent and 
proper washing of hands with 
soap and water in the wake of 

the Coronavirus crisis.
It can be recalled a week 

ago, VP Howard-Taylor, wearing 
a mask, disembarked her 
official vehicle to wash her 
hands before entering the main 
compound of the Capitol 
B u i l d i n g  i n  h o p e s  o f  
encouragement all to take 
seriously the fight against the 
deadly virus.

The Vice President’s ongoing 
awareness campaign is being 
boosted by donations from 
several institution is the 
country, including the School of 
Pharmacy at the University of 
Liberia and the International 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  
Migration(IOM), among others.

The awareness campaign by 
the VP featured the distribution 

of several automatic Liberian 
m a d e  h a n d  w a s h i n g  
conta ine r s  a long  w i th  
bleaches to several public 
institutions, including the St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Hospital in 
Congo Town.

She also distributed bags of 
rice, mini-hand washing 
buckets with faucets, hand 
sanitizers produced by the 
School of Pharmacy at the UL 
and Clorox among others to 
residents of her Sophie 
Community.

Earlier, the Vice President 
empowered her Foundation, 
t h e  J e w e l  S t a r f i s h  
Foundation, with several anti-
COVID-19 materials and bags 
of rice meant to create 
a w a r e n e s s  i n  v a r i o u s  
communities across the 
count ry.  Some o f  the  
beneficiaries, who received 
the gesture beaming with 
smiles, thanked the Vice 
President for the donation and 
further promised to in turn 
raise more awareness about 
the pandemic in their various 
communities.

They termed the donation 
as timely and worthwhile 
especially during these 
difficult times in our country’s 
history.-Press release

More headline news   More headline news

he National Fisheries 
and  Aquacu l tu re  TAuthority (NaFAA) has 

fined an illegal fishing boat 
containing seven migrants 
f r o m  t h e  I v o r y  C o a s t  
US$5,000.00 in consistent with 
the 2010 fisheries regulations.

The Ivorian boat which had 
entered Liberian waters 
i l l e ga l l y  wa s  a r r e s t ed  
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 in 
Grandcess, Grand Kru County 
w i th  t he  he lp  o f  t he  
Community Based Surveillance 
Network, a local community 
organization along fishing 
communities in Liberia’s nine 
coastal counties.

The seven illegal Ivorian 
fishermen are currently being 
detained by local authorities 
in Grandcess and their semi 
industrial fishing boat has 
been confiscated.

A press release from NaFAA 
quotes its Deputy Director 
General for Technical Services 
as saying the illegal Ivoirian 
fishing vessel SP202 was 
spotted by some members of 
t h e  C o m m u n i t y  B a s e d  
Surveillance Network who 
later  informed NaFAA’s  
fisheries team in Grandcess 
about the illegal fishing 
activities.

Mr.  Wi l l i am Y.  Boeh  
indicated that illegal fishing 

orphans and the donation 
came at a time that the 
organization is overwhelmed 
with the numerous appeals for 
support.  

He said, though he is 
interested in getting sanitary 
materials for the home, it's 

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  b e i n g  
perpetrated constantly by 
group of Ivoirians, Ghanaians, 
and Togolese, among others 
despite several arrest and fines 
imposed on them previously 
due to the help of the 
Community Based Surveillance 
Network.

Boeh explained some of the 
illegal fishing boats are 
currently beached at the 
Mesurado Pier due to failure of 
their owners to pay fines 
imposed by NaFAA.

He said majority of the 
illegal fishing activities are 
being carried out along the 
Southeastern coast of Liberia 
where major fishing activities 
are taking place.

Meanwhile, NaFAA Director-
G e n e r a l  i s  c a l l i n g  o n  
authorities of the Ministry 
Health, National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia and the 
Liberian Immigration Service to 
probe the fishermen’s legality 
and status, referenced to the 
COVID 19.

Mrs. Emma Metieh Glassco 
thanked members of the 
community and its community-
based surveillance network for 
the level of engagement and 
urged them to remain vigilant 
at all times for the safety of 
Liberia. -Press Release

also important that food and 
other items needed for the 
c h i l d r e n ’s  u p k e e p  b e  
considered. He concluded that 
this is a beginning of forging a 
big partnership between the 
both organizations.—Press 
release
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elp Educate Assist 
Lives Inc. (HEAL), a HU . S .  -  b a s e d  

organization has donated 
food and assorted items to 
three orphanages in support 
of COVID - 19 relief efforts.  

According to a press 
release, the donation came at 
a time many orphanages are 
faced with the challenge of 
feeding the children during 
this crisis. 

Making the donation, Mr. 

SandoKarneh,  Execut i ve  
Director of the organization 
said HEAL saw it fit to partner 
with Orphans Concern in order 
to provide food for orphanages 
during this global crisis.  

Considering the nature of 
the pandemic, there are many 
families that are going through 
difficulties and orphanages are 
among the most vulnerable and 
his organization's intervention 
is to bring some relief by 
providing them some food 

during this crisis.  
He praised Orphan Concern 

for its advocacy over the years 
and averred that as the 
leaders in orphans advocacy 
in Liberia, HEAL found it fit to 
partner with them. 

Receiving the donation, 
the Executive Director of 
Orphan Concern Amb. Amos 
Sawboh thanked Mr. Karneh 
for the donation. 

He said this is the most 
difficult time in the life of 

VP Taylor Rallies Liberians 
against COVID-19

NaFAA fines 7 Ivorian fishermen

HEAL donates to 3 orphanages in 
support of COVID- 19 relief program
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e  A .  
NdubusiNwabudikeM,  u n  L i b é r i e n  

d’origine nigériane, pourrait 
faire face à des poursuites 
pénales et à des accusations 
de parjure pour avoir menti 
sous serment devant le 
comi té  d ' aud ience  de  
confirmation du Sénat 
libérien.

Il pourrait également être 
rad ié  de  l 'A s soc iat ion  
l ibér ienne du barreau 
national qui ouvre désormais 
des enquêtes sur la manière 
dont il a obtenu sa nationalité 
libérienne suite aux réponses 
contradictoires qu’il a 
données lors de son audience.

Me Nwabudike a été 
nommé par le président 
George Weah le vendredi 21 
mars à la tête de la 
Commiss ion  é lectora le  
nationale (NEC). Il a menti sur 
presque tout, y compris ses 
papiers de naturalisation, sa 
date de naissance et ses 
références.

L’avocat renommé a 
déclaré aux sénateurs le lundi 
30 mars qu'il avait été 
naturalisé libérien en 1982 à 
l'âge de 16 ans, arguant qu'il 
était accompagné d'un 
adulte, pourtant la loi sur les 
étrangers et la naturalisation 

FrançaisFrançais

du pays exige qu’un demandeur 
doit avoir au moins 21 ans.

Il avait précédemment 
déclaré à un quotidien local 
qu'il avait pris la nationalité 
libérienne en 1988, après son 
arrivée au Libéria en juin 1988, 
à la fin de ses études de premier 
cycle au Nigéria la même 
année.

Son témoignage devant les 
sénateurs et les documents qu'il 
a déposés comme éléments de 
preuve sont tous remplis 

idée en s’interrogeant sur 
l’opportunité de tester un 
vaccin en Afrique contre le 
coronavirus, un chercheur de 
l’Institut français de la 
recherche médicale (Inerm) et 
un chef de service d’un hôpital 
parisien ont fait leur mea-culpa 
en présentant vendredi leurs 
excuses. Cette polémique est 
née à la suite des propos tenus 
sur la chaine LCI par Camille 
Locht, directeur de recherche à 

l’Inserm à Lille, répondant à 
une question relative aux 
recherches menées autour du 
vaccin BCG contre le COVID-
19. Sur le plateau se trouvait 
également Jean-Paul Mira, 
chef de médecine intensive et 
réanimation à l’hôpital 
Cohen, qui a intervenu en lui 
demandant : «Si je peux être 
provocateur, est-ce qu’on ne 
devrait pas faire cette étude 
en Afrique, où il n’y a pas de 
masques, pas de traitement, 
pas de réanimation, un peu 
comme se fait d’ailleurs, sur 
certaines études avec le Sida 
ou chez les Prostituées : on 
essaie des choses parce qu’on 
sait qu’elles sont hautement 
exposées. Qu’est-ce que vous 
en pensez ? ».Aussitôt, le 
chercheur a repris la parole en 
lui disant : « Vous avez raison, 
d’ailleurs. On est entrain de 
réfléchir en parallèle à une 
étude en Afrique avec le 
même type d’approche, ça 
n’empêche pas qu’on puisse 
réfléchir en parallèle à une 
étude en Europe et en 
Australie ». SOS Raciste n’a 
pas tardé pour exprimer son 
indignation à travers un 

La lute contre la pandémie 
du coronavirus fait naître des 
idées machiavéliques comme 
celles émissent par un 
chercheur et un médecin, 
tous deux français, suggérant 
de faire tester en Afrique un 
vaccin contre le coronavirus. 
C’est le journal canadien Le 
Devoir qui fait écho de cette 
information rapportée hier 
vendredi 3 avril par l’AFP. 
Après avoir eu la mauvaise 

d'incohérences, ne laissant 
aux sénateurs d'autre choix 
que de suspendre son 
audience de confirmation 
mercredi.

Mercredi par exemple, Me 
Nwabudike a soumis des 
p a s s e p o r t s  p o r t a n t  
d i f f é r e n t e s  d a t e s  d e  
naissance, tandis que ses 
dossiers universitaires de 
l'Université du Libéria ont une 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Les Libériens sont sans aucun doute un peuple résilient 
qui se rassemble pour résoudre un problème commun qui 
menace son bien-être au niveau national. Un exemple 
typique, les Libériens se sont tenus sur un front uni et ont 
vaincu le virus Ebola sourd en 2015.

Nous n'avons pas vu la même résilience depuis que le 
président Weah a annoncé le premier cas de COVID-19 
dans le pays il y a une semaine, suivi par des cas 
ultérieurs. Nous voyons un leadership national nul ici sur 
cette pandémie qui ravage les pays du monde entier avec 
un bilan de 400 000 morts.

Un Libérien patriote et ancien fonctionnaire qui s'est 
levé pour suggérer une voie à suivre est le Dr Nathaniel 
Barnes, ancien ministre et ambassadeur.

Le Dr Barnes avertit que cela pourrait s'aggraver au 
Libéria en raison du manque de capacités et de l'impact 
mondial sur les fronts social et économique, à moins que 
le gouvernement ne se lance immédiatement dans une 
série de plans de relance pour sauver la population d'une 
famine et d'une mort évidentes.

Il souligne la nécessité d’encourager et de subventionner 
les hommes d’affaires, en particulier les importateurs de 
riz, de denrées de base du pays et d’autres produits de 
base.

 Il recommande une exonération fiscale pour les 
importateurs de riz afin d'éviter la thésaurisation et la 
hausse des prix afin que le produit puisse atteindre les 
plus vulnérables.

L'économiste libérien suggère en outre que le 
gouvernement, par le biais de la Banque centrale, 
suspend le paiement des prêts accordés par les banques 
commerciales et paie les fonctionnaires, y compris ceux 
envoyés en congé obligatoire.

L’administration Weah n’a pas indiqué dans quelle 
direction elle prend l’économie, ce qui pourrait sans 
aucun doute avoir un impact négatif sur la vie des 
citoyens en dehors du coronavirus.

Les autorités ici sont préoccupées par la fermeture, y 
compris la fermeture des écoles, des églises et des 
mosquées, que des conséquences économiques 
imminentes qui pourraient bientôt toucher la 
population.

Même le Sénat libérien a appelé le président Weah à 
prendre lui-même en charge la pandémie, plutôt que de 
laisser la situation à ses fonctionnaires. Bien que 
l'infection puisse ralentir pour l'instant, le taux de 
contacts augmente rapidement, ce qui montre qu'une 
calamité imminente est à venir.

Nous n'aurions pas pu être mieux d'accord avec le 
sénateur du comté de Grand Kru, le docteur Peter 
Coleman, qui préside le comité sénatorial de la santé. Le 
président Weah devrait cesser d'être un député d'arrière-
ban dans la crise actuelle et prendre les choses en main.
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pénales pour avoir menti sous serment

COVID 19 : Les Africains s’indignent 
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ENÈVE – Plus de 180 pays et territoires ont 
confirmé un cas de coronavirus et le Gnombre de cas dans le monde s'élève à 

plus de 870 000. Comme une énorme tempête 
qui s'avance, la crise menace non seulement de 
submerger les systèmes de santé, mais de se 
heurter également de manière imprévisible au 
problème de la garde d'enfants, de l'éducation, 
de l'emploi et des transports.

La question pour les dirigeants nationaux est de 
savoir si leurs pays peuvent faire face à cette 
crise sans précédent à mesure qu'elle traverse 
les frontières. Pour y remédier, il faut accepter 
deux axiomes fondamentaux. Premièrement, 
des risques mondiaux tels que les pandémies se 
manifestent au niveau national et local. 
Deuxièmement, aucun pays ne peut empêcher 
de tels événements ni en atténuer l'impact en 
faisant cavalier seul.

Malheureusement, de nombreux dirigeants ont 
l'air de ne pas comprendre ces règles. Ce sur quoi 
ils s'accordent le plus souvent, c'est que des 
mesures économiques sans précédent sont 
nécessaires pour faire face simultanément à un 
choc de l'offre et de la demande de cette 
ampleur et de cette durée. Alors que les citoyens 
attendent la mise en œuvre de ces mesures, 
chaque communauté est mise à l'épreuve.

Les gouvernements et les entreprises peuvent 
relever ces défis en apprenant – et en renforçant 
–  leur rési l ience, un terme associé 
historiquement à l'élasticité des matériaux ou 
des structures sous contrainte en ingénierie. 
Suite à la Grande récession de l'après-2008, la 
résilience est apparue comme un concept 
fondamental dans la gestion des risques 
financiers mondiaux. Par exemple, dans l'édition 
2013 du Rapport sur les risques mondiaux du 
Forum économique mondial, la résilience a été 
définie comme la capacité à « rebondir plus 
rapidement après la contrainte, à supporter 
davantage de contrainte et à être moins 
perturbé par une quantité donnée de contrainte. 
»

Le rapport souligne également que « les risques 
mondiaux peuvent s'exprimer simultanément 
dans de nombreux pays, peuvent se propager à 
travers des pays ayant des frontières communes, 
ont des fondamentaux similaires ou dépendent 
des mêmes systèmes critiques. » Le FEM a 
proposé un nouveau cadre d'évaluation de la 
résilience financière. À l'aide d'indicateurs 
qualitatifs et quantitatifs, l'outil de diagnostic 
fonctionnait comme une radiographie que les 
décideurs nationaux pouvaient utiliser pour 
révéler des faiblesses dans la préparation 
mondiale au risque que les méthodes 
d'évaluation des risques plus traditionnelles 
n'avaient pas détectées jusqu'à présent.

Une leçon essentielle pour les dirigeants (en 
particulier au niveau local), consiste à se rendre 
compte que la résilience est la chose la plus 
importante en matière de risques difficiles à 
prévoir, ou, en l'absence de connaissances, à 
gérer efficacement. La leçon la plus importante 
consiste à éviter de considérer ces risques de 
façon isolée. Au lieu de cela, les dirigeants 
doivent adopter la mentalité de la théorie des 
systèmes, en s'appuyant sur un processus à 
plusieurs niveaux pour déterminer les risques.

Les dirigeants doivent maintenant considérer leur 
pays comme un système composé de systèmes plus 
petits et faisant partie de systèmes plus vastes qui 
affectent la résilience de leur pays. Les risques 
mondiaux peuvent avoir des effets profonds sur la 
capacité des politiciens à gouverner, sur les 
relations entre les entreprises et les 
gouvernements, sur l'efficacité des dépenses 
publiques et la mise en œuvre des réformes, sur la 
confiance du public, sur les mesures anti-
corruption et la prestation de services pour 
améliorer les résultats des entreprises.

Contrairement à la prévision des contraintes sur un 
bâtiment dans un ouragan, la prévision des 
contraintes liées au COVID-19 est une tâche digne 
de Sisyphe. Des systèmes tels que les services de 
santé ou l'éducation sont trop complexes pour que 
des calculs mathématiques en déterminent le 
risque et les retombées. Mais la théorie des 
systèmes peut fournir une base pour évaluer la 
résilience en examinant la robustesse d'un système 
– et celle d'un pays – ainsi que sa redondance, ses 
ressources, sa réaction et son rétablissement.

Certaines définitions nous semblent être de mise. 
« Robustesse » signifie concevoir des systèmes à 
sécurité intégrée et des pare-feu dans les 
essentiels d'un pays, et de rendre modulaires les 
chaînes de prise décision pour répondre à des 
circonstances changeantes. « Redondance » 
implique de disposer de capacités excessives et de 
systèmes de sauvegarde pour que les 
fonctionnalités essentielles de l'infrastructure et 
des institutions critiques puissent être maintenues 
pendant les perturbations. Les « ressources » sont 
la capacité de s'adapter avec souplesse aux crises 
afin que les secteurs d'activité et les collectivités 
puissent établir la confiance et trouver des 
solutions pour résoudre les défis imprévus. « 
Réponse » désigne la capacité de se mobiliser 
rapidement face aux crises, dotée de méthodes 
solides pour recueillir des informations 
pertinentes de toutes les parties prenantes de la 
société et pour les communiquer aux autres. « 
Rétablissement » est la capacité de retrouver un 
degré de normalité après une crise ou un 
événement.

Les dirigeants doivent impérativement améliorer 
la résilience. Pour ce faire, les gouvernements 
doivent assurer la confiance du public afin d'agir de 
façon plus efficace, et le secteur privé doit 
collaborer avec les gouvernements pour assurer la 
préparation et l'intervention au niveau local. Une 
autre façon d'améliorer la résilience consiste à 
faire de la société civile un observateur critique de 
la corruption, du gaspillage et de la transparence. 
La plate-forme d'action COVID du FEM, en 
partenariat avec l'Organisation mondiale de la 
santé, mobilise les parties prenantes pour 
protéger les vies et les moyens de subsistance et 
renforcer ces efforts dans le monde entier.

Pour les pays du monde entier déjà confrontés à de 
graves épidémies de COVID-19, la solidarité, la 
compassion et la collaboration auxquelles nous 
assistons témoignent de la force de la résilience 
locale. Pour les pays ou les communautés qui n'ont 
pas été durement touchés jusqu'à présent, les 
dirigeants doivent agir dès à présent.

FrançaisFrançais
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autre date de naissance 
complètement différente de 
celles des passeports.

Plus tôt lundi, il a soumis 
une photocopie de ce qu'il 
prétendait être son certificat 
de naturalisation mais sans 
numéro  de  permis  de  
rés ident.  Tout c i toyen 
naturalisé doit d 'abord 
obtenir un permis de séjour et 
doit avoir séjourné dans le 
pays pendant 7 ans avant de 
demander la citoyenneté.

Si ce que Me Nwabudike dit 
est vrai, c’est qu’il aurait pu 
fait la demande de ses papiers 
de naturalisation à 9 ans.

S e s  t é m o i g n a g e s  
controversés ont forcé 
l'Association libérienne du 
barreau national à annoncer 
mercredi qu'il le soumettrait à 
son comité des griefs et de 
l'éthique pour examiner ses 
demandes de citoyenneté. 
L'article 17.1 de la loi sur le 
pouvoir judiciaire limite la 
pratique du droit au Libéria 
seulement aux citoyens 
libériens.

Le LNBA a dit qu’en raison 
des doutes persistants qui 
entourent la nationalité de 
Me Nwabudike et ses réponses 
concernant la façon dont il l’a 
obtenue, il a été transmis au 
c o m i t é  p o u r  e n q u ê t e  
immédiate.

Me Nwabudike a admis 
honteusement lors de son 
audience de confirmation du 
Sénat le Mercredi 1er avril 
que son passeport et ses 
documents de l'Université du 
L i b é r i a  ( U L )  p o r t e n t  
d i f f é r e n t e s  d a t e s  d e  
naissance, amplifiant la 
colère des sénateurs face aux 
mensonges découverts dans 
ses données personnelles.

Déterrant certains des 
mensonges dans les données 
du candidat, le sénateur du 
comté de Grand Bassa, 
Jonathan L. Kaipay, a 
découvert que la date de 
naissance qui figure sur les 
dossiers universitaires de Me 

communiqué, dénonçant « à 
l’endroit des corps noirs un 
mépris » et comparaison avec 
le sida et les prostituées 
«problématique et malvenue 
».

 Le Conseil supérieur de 
l ’ a u d i o v i s u e l  ( C S A )  a  
immédiatement été saisi par 
l ’associat ion.  Le part i  
socialiste a désapprouvé 
également ces propos : Nous 
attendons de la part de LCI 
une condamnation sans appel 
de ces propos inacceptables 
». De nombreux internautes 
se sont emparés de cette 

Nwabudike, diplômé de la 
Louise Arthur Grimes School of 
Law à UL, est différente de 
celle sur son passeport libérien.

En réponse, le candidat 
Nwabudike a admis que la date 
de naissance qui figure sur son 
passeport est 2 octobre 1963 
tandis que celle qui figure sur 
ses dossiers universitaires est 2 
oc tob re  1965 ,  t ou t  en  
expliquant qu'il n'a aucun 
contrôle sur ce qui est écrit à 
son sujet à l’Université du 
Liberia.

Le natif du Nigéria qui 
revendique la nationalité 
libérienne par naturalisation 
n'a pas pu présenter des 
documents originaux qui 
prouvent qu’il a effectivement 
été naturalisé. Il n'a pas non 
plus été en mesure de 
présenter la preuve de sa 
dénonciation à sa nationalité 
nigériane.

M ê m e  a p r è s  l a  
naturalisation, les Nigérians ne 
perdent pas leur citoyenneté 
nigériane jusqu'à ce qu'ils 
fassent une déclarat ion 
renonçant à leur citoyenneté 
nigériane, et le président 
enregistre cette déclaration, 
conformément à l'article 29 de 
la Constitution nigériane.

Son incapacité à présenter 
au Sénat libérien la preuve qu'il 
a renoncé à sa citoyenneté 
nigériane et à prouver que sa 
déclaration a été enregistrée 
par le président du Nigéria 
porte à croire qu'il pourrait 
toujours jouir de la nationalité 
nigériane pendant qu'il porte un 
passeport libérien.

Avant sa nomination par le 
président George MannehWeah 
le mois dernier pour diriger le 
prestigieux corps électoral, 
l'avocat libérien naturalisé 
controversé a dir igé la 
Commission anti-corruption du 
Libéria (LACC) et la Commission 
de la bonne gouvernance (GC), 
appa remment  a vec  s e s  
problèmes de citoyenneté non 
détectés par Système faible du 
Libéria.

polémique pour exprimer leur 
colère, tant en France qu’en 
Afrique. «L’Afrique n’est pas un 
laboratoire », s’est insurgé la 
star ivoirienne de football 
Didier Drogba en fustigeant « 
des propos graves, racistes et 
méprisants ». Le Club des 
avocats au Maroc envisagerait 
de  porter  p la inte  pour  
diffamation raciale, selon un 
message publié sur sa page 
Facebook. La chaîne LCI n’a pas 
souhaité répondre à l’APF et a 
renvoyé l’agence aux réponses 
de l’Inserm et de Jean-Paul 
Mira. L’Inserm a répondu qu’ 
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Me Nwabudike 
risquerait des poursuites 

COVID 19 : Les 
Africains s’indignent 

Améliorer la résilience au COVID-19

Par Lee Howell
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 coronavirus recession in Liberia is inevitable. 
COVID-19 commonly known as the coronavirus Acould lay siege and overwhelm critical 

socioeconomic sectors in the country. The pandemic 
poses an existential threat to public health as much as 
an unprecedented socioeconomic danger to every 
Liberian. Urgent actions desperately need to be taken to 
mitigate the severe impact of the pandemic. Like most 
other countries in the Global South, Liberia, has gotten 
a reprieve from COVID-19 since the outbreak of the 
pandemic ravaged China and now spreading across 
Europe and the United States. The country's grace 
period was over on March 13 when a government official 
returned from Europe and tested positive for the virus; 
paired with transmission to others and successive 
positive testing of visitors to the country. The shock of 
COVID-19 to the Liberian economy will be enormously 
dire. Therefore, the spread of the pandemic in Liberia 
should not be taken lightly because the worst is yet to 
come. The unprecedented socioeconomic depression of 
COVID-19 will sooner or later reach deep into the 
country's major commodity trade in rubber, iron ore, 
gold, diamond and raw timber; further dragging down 
GDP growth and depressing economic performance in 
public spending, employment, food security, tropical 
markets, retailing, transportation and supply chain 
sectors. This will exacerbate livelihood and living 
conditions to uncontrollable proportions 
exposing and highlighting the country's 
structural inequality, social exclusion, 
marginalization, wealth imbalances and 
workforce underdevelopment. It could 
indeed be far worse than the country's two 
bloody civil wars.

 
The public health and social based 

intervention deployed by the George Weah-
led CDC government may be ineffective and 
impracticable due to framework and 
timetable implementation strategy issues. 
Liberia needs more vehement education 
with accurate public health information 
propagation to protect and safeguard 
families and local communities from the 
spread of COVID-19. Training of volunteers, 
religious and traditional leaders, coupled 
with community and civic organizations on 
s u r ve i l l a nce  f o r  COV ID - 19  ca se  
management and infection prevention need 
to immediately be put into effect by going 
door-to-door to proactively widen factual 
public health awareness. It is also critical to 
explain the importance of social distancing, 
sheltering-in-place, self-quarantining, and 
adequate WASH (water, sanitation and 
hygiene) to access safe running water for 
drinking, cooking, hand-washing with soap and 
sanitation. Prevention against the spread of COVID-19 is 
the best way that the George Weah-led CDC government 
can protect the Liberian people against the spread of 
COVID-19. Furthermore, the government needs to 
ensure the availability of ample stockpile of medical 
and laboratory supplies; including, pharmaceuticals and 
medical equipment, disinfectants for medical waste 
management and personal protective equipment (PPE) 
for both healthcare workers and public safety 
personnel.

 
The response and action of the George Weah-led CDC 

government will determine how deep the economic 
shock is, how long it lasts, and how rapidly the economy 
bounces back. The pandemic is on a trajectory of 
uncertainty with the possibility of provoking sweeping 
slump across the economy with the propensity of 
producing a vicious downward spiral that could 
ruthlessly distress every Liberian man woman and child. 
When the Ebola virus erupted in 2014, out of the 
reported 11,325 deaths that occurred in the sub-region, 
over 6,500 innocent souls were Liberians, according to 
the World Health Organization (WHO). Accordingly, the 
George Weah-led CDC government must now awaken to 
the enormous threat that COVID-19 poses to Liberia, and 
formulate and implement innovative policy initiative 

and structural guidelines to curb the spread of the 
pandemic. Liberia is one of the least equipped countries 
in the sub-region to combat COVID-19 on its own due to 
its weak healthcare delivery system that has completely 
been abandoned over the past two years.

 
Certainly, Liberia will face a catastrophe should the 

COVID-19 outbreak becomes widespread in rural 
townships and densely populated peri-urban 
communities. This could very likely lead to the collapse 
of the CDC government, and it demise will solely be due 
to inaction and incompetence. Hitherto, a handful of 
COVID-19 cases have been reported in the country, and 
while these cases remain extremely low, there is 
absolutely no place or time for officials to masquerade 
and exhibit arrogance by patronizing and encouraging 
privilege, favoritism and corruption, whilst censoring 
and mistreating poor, underprivileged and vulnerable 
Liberians. Calming and enlightening the Liberian people 
on ways to mitigate the socioeconomic shocks of the 
virus is imperative.

 
Additionally, health workers in densely populated 

peri-urban communities and rural townships needs to be 
educated and trained on best practices in hygiene 
promotion, regular hand washing with soap, social 
distancing; shelter in place and self-quarantine to 
mitigate the spread of the virus. Consequently, tangible 

preparations to mitigate the inevitable socioeconomic 
disaster must come from the leadership. The George 
Weah-led CDC government must utilize and improve the 
community disease surveillance health systems 
formulated during the 2014 Ebola virus crisis to defeat 
the spread of COVID-19 by ensuring extensive and 
equitably testing, treatment and service delivery across 
the country. The apex of COVID-19 is on course of ripping 
through the Liberian economy ruthlessly disrupting 
critical sectors like, public spending, import-export 
trade, employment, healthcare system, retail, tourism, 
remittances, livelihood, consumer spending, food 
security, smallholder farmers, petty trading, 
community selling and transportation; all of which could 
further depress socioeconomic performance by dragging 
down GDP growth, causing redundancy to 
uncontrollably swell out of proportion.

 
COVID-19 will account for the lack of critical supplies 

in the country's regional and neighborhood tropical 
markets. A drag on the supply chain sector will impact 
livelihoods, consumer goods and the businesses sector 
causing Liberians to scramble for alternatives that may 
be extremely challenging. Moreover, the Liberian 
workforce will indeed feel the excruciating pain of 
COVID-19. Health workers, smallholder farmers, 
market-women, merchants, vendors, traders, building 

trades and construction workers will dangerously run 
low on finding work, obtaining equipment, supplies and 
goods. Consequently, the George Weah CDC-led CDC 
government cannot remain dormant and complaisant. 
The government must carefully reflect upon the 
significant impact that COVID-19 could inflict upon the 
country, not to mention the irregularity and 
unconventional behavior that could lay siege to 
livelihood and well-being. 

 
President George Weah needs to formulate and 

implement policies to reboot the economy. This means, 
effective and innovative governance on demand with 
genuineness and all hands on deck to defeat COVID-19. 
Widespread outbreak of COVID-19 in poor rural and peri-
urban communities will progressively speed towards an 
uncont ro l l ab le  soc ioeconomic  ca tac l y sm.  
Consequently, early warning and rapid response systems 
needs to be established to prevent the spread of COVID-
19. Similarly, ample medical equipment, supplies and 
power to guarantee uninterrupted flow of electricity to 
hospitals, clinics and community health centers must be 
provided. Actions undertaken in the West African sub-
region and internationally cannot simply be duplicated 
or blindly followed without streamlining specific 
benefits to Liberia. Public hand-washing facilities in 
public markets, transport depots, business districts, 
institutions, municipal buildings and community centers 

needs to be constructed in order to flatten 
the curve and minimize the spread of 
COVID-19. This includes extensive 
circulation of information throughout local 
community to prevent those infected from 
infecting family members and the 
community at large. Official policies need 
to be broadcast in traditional languages and 
colloquial speech to debunk and keep 
misinformation from spreading as is 
customary in Liberia due to the prevalence 
of illiteracy.

 
Liberia needs resiliency to fight the 

COVID-19 pandemic through a national 
mobilization effort. There needs to be 
instructions on ways to prevent COVID-19 
from spreading. The George Weah-led CDC 
government has a wide window to really 
make a difference in the lives of Liberians 
and the economy. The government cannot 
just imitate other societies or blindly follow 
global directives simply to take advantage 
of international institutional funding to line 
the pockets of George Weah and his friends 
and cronies. If the George Weah-led CDC 
government wavers in any way-shape-or-
form, the opposition should be ready to 
force the hand of the government whenever 

an iota of neglect occurs in addressing pertinent issues 
and concerns of the Liberian people regarding COVID-
19. COVID-19 should strengthen and unite all Liberians. 
The opposition should not allow George Weah to use the 
virus to tilt the playing field in his favor, especially 
regarding suppressing critique, evaluation of how the 
government handles the virus. Moreover, President 
George Weah should not be allowed politization of 
COVID-19 through the use of paramilitary force, public 
rhetoric to intimidate, or songs to deceive, and cheering 
rallies to give the wrong impression will not suffice for 
what is yet to come.

 
Congratulations to all personnel of the Ministry of 

Health, the National Public Health Institute, and the 
Chief Medical Officer of Liberia for the excellent job, 
professionalism and leadership demonstrated during 
the challenging period of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
 
Be a Liberian not because you were born in Liberia 

but because Liberia was born in you
 
F r a n c i s  N y e p o n  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  

fnyepon@aol.com
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iberia could face an 
imminent lockdown Las the country’s 

COVID-19 case upsurge from 
three to 13 in less than a 
month with three deaths 
recorded here on Sunday, 05 
April.

Liberians are bracing 
themselves for what to 
expect the next day, as the 
Ministry of Health and the 
National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia or NPHIL 
provide weekly updates on 
the virus and preventive 
measures for the public.

President George Manneh 
Weah is expected to address 
the nation this week on the 
coronavirus and ongoing 
measures by the government 
to addressing what risk 
b e c o m i n g  h u m a n  a n d  
economic devastation.    

The numbers are beginning 
to trickle in here, as Liberia’s 
COVID-19 confirmed cases 
upsurge from 10 to 13 with 
three deaths less than a day 
after authorities announced 
three new cases.

Liberia’s Minister of Health 
Doctor Wilhemina Jallah 
broke the news Sunday, April 
5, 2020 on State radio, saying, 
“Out of the three new cases, 
two of them were people who 
w e r e  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

he Government of 
Liberia is expected Tt o  a n n o u n c e  a  

reduction in the price of 
petroleum products here this 
week, Commerce Ministry 
officials have said. 

T h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  
commodity has fallen sharply 
on the global market due in 
part to the increasing 
production and the lockdown 
of countries around the world 
which has lessen the demand 
for petroleum products.

The current price of a 
gallon of gasoline on the local 

symptoms and by the time we 
were called, they had already 
died. It’s a male and a female; 
we tested them and they tested 
positive”, said the Minister.

According to Doctor Jallah, 
all three deaths occurred 
ou t s i d e  o f  g o ve r n me n t  
treatment facility, adding, 
“They died either at home or in 
another hospital.”

The Executive Director of 
the National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia, Doctor 
Mosoka Fallah explained, the 

market here is USD3.30, while 
diesel is sold for USD3.80.

The announcement would 
come at the time there is a 
reported shortage of petroleum 
product on the local market 
with long queues being at filling 
stations for more than two 
weeks now. This is the second 
t i m e  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  
experiencing the shortage of 
gasoline products in less than 
two months.

In mid-January to early 
March this year, the country 
experienced one of its worst 
form of gasoline shortage 

ensuring that those who came 
i n  c o n t a c t  a r e  b e i n g  
monitored.

The three victims include a 
72 - yea r - o l d  l abo ra to r y  
technician, John Teah, who 
died at ELWA Hospital in 
Paynesville, 41-year-old Dorris 
Prowd and David Zinnah, 42-
year-old laborator technician 
at Aspen Medical Laboratory, 
respectively.

Last week, the country 
registered three fresh cases, 
which brought the data to six 
s ince Pres ident George 
Manneh Weah announced the 
index case on 16 March. 

The index case who 
reportedly chose not be 
quarantined upon arrival at 
the Roberts Internationl 
Airport went home and 
infected his domestic worker.     

The meeting with the 
pharmaceuticals was the 
result of increasing reports of 
hike in the prices of essential 
drugs on the Liberian market in 
the wake of the Corona Virus 
crisis.

The Ministry said it was 
disappointing to note that 
o w n e r s  / o p e r a t o r s  o f   
pharmaceuticals could be 
taking advantage of the 
prevailing health crisis in the 
country to inflict prices of 
essential drugs. 

‘We want all of you to 
realize that whenever the 
operating environment is not 
stable or friendly as with the 
current Corona Virus crisis, it 
also affects your respective 
businesses.”

The Ministry noted further 
that arbitrary rise in the prices 
of essential commodities on 
the local market could suggest 
that those involved are not 
concerned about the wellbeing 
of consumers but profit 
making, only.

The Commerce Ministry  
said there was no justification 
for people to increase prices of 
essential products on the local 
market at such a critical time 
in the country’s history, as the 
cost of the products being 
hiked were brought in prior to 
the health crisis.

For their part, three 
representatives of the cited 
pharmacies acknowledged the 
Commerce Ministry’s concerns 

three new cases include a 
health care worker at a 
medical facility where case 
N0.6, identified as James 
Reynolds, went to seek 
medication.

He said one of the deaths 
occurred at home, involving a 
foreign national who had 
returned from a country 
previously not listed as 
hotspots. 

She, however, stated that 
taking preventive measures 
with those hospitals and also 

forcing authorities here to 
send fleet of tankers to 
neighboring Sierra Leone for 
supply.

At the end of that crisis, 
the Liberian Petroleum 
Refining Company (though it 
has not been able to refine or 
import any products in years) 
Managing Director Marie-
Urey-Coleman told Senators 
on Capitol Hill that the 
product then could only last 
for 48 days.

Commerce Minister Wilson 
Tarpehjust before the current 
crisis few weeks ago warned 
the public to brace itself for 
the shortage of gasoline on 
the market within 9 days. 
Officials from the LPRC 
debunked  h i s  warn ing  
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h i s  
pronouncement had triggered 
panic buying.

However, despite the 
LPRC's claim, there have been 
long queues at filling stations, 
with many of the operators 
erecting “No Gas” signage at 
their entrances.

Meanwhile, Commerce 
Minister Tarpeh says the new 
price to be announced will see 
a downward drop in the price 
of the product. He says the 
pronouncement is expected 
to be made on Wednesday this 
week.

Third case of COVID-19 was 
confirmed on 20 March 
involving 63-year-old Linda 
Ross. Ross recently returned 
from Italy. Following this third 
case, the Ministry of Health in 
Monrovia two days later 
(22March) declared a national 
health emergency in Liberia. 

Last week three confirmed 
cases were pronounced here 
days after health authorities 
reported a suspected case from 
Grand Gedeh County, involving 
a 22-year-old female with 
travel history from Abidjan, 
neighboring Ivory Coast.

Meanwhile, the National 
Public Health Institute of 
Liberia says as of 12:00PM 
Sunday,  05  Apr i l  t o ta l  
confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Liberia are 13, including seven 
active, three recovered, and 
three deaths, while total 
suspected cases stand at 10. -
Story by Jonathan Browne

about hike of the prices of 
essential drugs on the Liberian 
market and agreed to do some 
down ward adjustment.

Speaking further, they said 
considering the many years 
some of them have stayed in 
the country, they consider 
themselves as Liberians and 
pledged to be part of national 
efforts to keep the business 
sectors friendly through 
constructive activities.

The representatives from 
the cited pharmaceuticals also 
h a i l e d  t h e  L i b e r i a n  
Government  for  a lways  
ensuring that the business 
environment is friendly.

They also vowed to pass the 
message on to their colleagues 
who did not attend the Friday, 
April 3, 2020 Meeting with the 
Commerce Ministry, relative to 
the need not to take advantage 
of the Corona Virus crisis to 
step up prices through 
arbitrary means.

At the same time, they 
spoke about challenges being 
experienced as a result of the 
Corona Virus crisis across the 
world, saying that countries 
where some of their goods 
usually come from, including 
India, China and Europe are 
now locked down.  

The meeting was attended 
by representatives from Abeer, 
BUNTY, Sonia, Lucky, Sheer 
Krishna and NAND Pharmacies 
as well as Pharmaceutical Inc. -
Press Release
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h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
C o m m e r c e  a n d  TIndustry has given a 

seven-day ultimatum to non-
L i b e r i a n  o w n e r s  a n d  
operators of pharmaceuticals 
to present their Articles of 
Incorporation, or face the 
law.

The concerned business 
entities are to also present 
financial statements for the 
Year ended, 2019.

According to a press 
release, the essence of the 
decision is to determine the 

practitioners warned that 
government’s continuous 
failure to pay its debt to 
media institutions would 
eventually lead them to 
taking several actions, 
including media blackout and 
possible withdrawer from the 
newsstands.

The media practitioners 
recalled that late last year 
during the induction of the 
President of the Press Union of 
Liberia the Minister of Finance 
and Development Planning 
(MFDP), Samuel D. Tweah, Jr. 
publicly announced that the 
Liberian Government was 
willing to settle all media 
bills.

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  m e d i a  
institutions are going through 
serious financial crisis, as their 
advertising base remains at a 
low, compounded by the 
government’s failure to pay its 
debt, is the fact that the 
Executive Mansion website has 
over the past years has taken 
away vacancy notices and other 
adverts from the local media.

The prevailing situation is 
forcing the media into collapse, 
amid the daily high cost of 
printing, generator fuel and 
other logistics that the media 
need to pay for on a daily basis 
in the wake of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. At their meeting 
over the weekend, the media 

h e  P u b l i s h e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  TLiberia (PAL) has 

e x p r e s s e d  s e r i o u s  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o v e r  
government’s reluctance to 
meet up with its indebtedness 
with the struggling Liberian 
media two years after the 
ruling CDC government came 
to power.

At an emergency meeting 
in Monrovia on Friday, the 
Publishers noted that despite 
the government’s repeated 
promises to meet up with its 
financial obligations to the 
media, it appears to have 
deliberately refused to live 
up to its promises.
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n a t u r e  o f  L i b e r i a n  
participation in such sector as 
e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  
Liberianization Policy.

T h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
pharmaceuticals is exclusively 
set aside for Liberian citizens 
under the Liberianization 
Policy.

The instructions were given 
by the Commerce Ministry over 
the weekend during a meeting 
with owners and operators of 
pharmaceut ica l s  in  the 
country.
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