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unmen suspected 
to be Boko Haram Gm e m b e r s  a r e  

currently attacking Geidam 
local government Area of 
Yobe state.

The attack is coming few 
hours after several key Boko 
Haram Terrorists/ISWAP 
leaders were killed in 
m u l t i p l e  a i r s t r i k e s  
conducted by the Air Task 
Force of Operation Lafiya 
Dole at Durbada in Borno.

Sources within Geidam 
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
insurgents stormed the town 
through the southern part of 
Gumsa  v i l l age  a  few 
moments ago and sporadic 
gunshots were heard. He said 
people ran helter-skelter to 
reach their destination as 
the attacked came at the 
time that residents were out 
for their businesses.

Residents are worried as 
this was the first time the 
insurgents attacked Geidam 
in the morning.

Meanwhile the Defence 
Headquarters has said that 
several Boko Haram leaders 
have been killed during air 

strikes.
The Coordinator, Defence 

Media Operations, Maj.-Gen. 
John Enenche, in a statement 
on Monday in Abuja, added 
that structures belonging to 
the terrorists were also 
destroyed.

Enenche disclosed that 
the operation, which was 
executed on April 17, came 
on the heels of credible 
human intelligence reports. 
He said that the intelligence 
was confirmed by series of 

Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) missions 
and indicated that the 
settlement was one of the 
locations where some of the 
terrorists’ hierarchy often 
hibernate.

According to him, the 
fighter jets dispatched by the 
Air Task Force took turns in 
attacking the location scoring 
accurate hits within the target 
area which resulted in the 
death of some of the 
terrorists.

“Others, who were seen 
attempting to flee the area 
were taken out in follow-on 
attacks. “The Armed Forces of 
Nigeria, in furtherance of the 
objective of restoring peace 
and security in the North East, 
will sustain the offensive 
against the enemies of our 
nation,” he said.AFP

hanaian President 
Nana Akufo-Addo Gh a s  l i f t e d  

restrictions on movement in 
parts of the country that were 
under a partial lockdown and 
urged citizens to wear face 
masks.

Other restrictions like a 

ban on social gatherings and 
closure of schools will remain in 
force, while border crossings 
will stay shut for two more 
weeks to prevent the spread of 
coronavirus.The president said 
the decision follows a better 
understanding of the natures of 
the virus, success in containing 

its spread, an enhanced 
testing programme and the 
expansion of isolation and 
treatment centres.

The capital Accra, the 
second largest city Kumasi 
and the industrial city of Tema 
were placed under a three-
week lockdown to prevent the 
spread of the virus.

The country has now 
recorded 1,042 cases of 
coronavirus and nine deaths.

Over 60,000 samples have 
been tested in the country.

The majority of the 
confirmed cases were from 
travellers or persons who may 
h a v e  c o n t a c t e d  
travellers.The government 
has introduced the use of 
drones to expedite delivery of 
samples and a new rapid 
results testing programme. 
The  count r y  ha s  a l s o  
increased local production of 
P e r s o n a l  P r o d u c t i v e  
Equipment (PPE).

The authorities have said 
they will continue to monitor 
the spread of the disease in 
the country and impose a 
lockdown in hotspots if 
necessary.BBC

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  
University Teaching TH o s p i t a l  h a s  

announced the successful 
delivery of twins by a 68-year 
old woman.The chairman of the 
hospital’s Medical Advisory 
Council, Prof Wasiu Adeyemo, 

made the announcement in a 
statement on Sunday.

It said the woman gave 
birth through an "elective 
cesarean section at 37 weeks 
gestation."

The babies and mother are 
doing well, it added.BBC

Ghana eases lockdown 
after 'enhanced testing'

Ghanians have been urged to wear masks

Boko Haram launches 
fresh attack on Geidam

Nigerian woman, 68, 
gives birth to twins
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EL AVIV – Long before people and goods were 
traversing the globe non-stop, pandemics Twere already an inescapable feature of 

human civilization. And the tragedy they bring has 
tended to have a silver lining: perceived as 
mysterious, meta-historical events, large-scale 
disease outbreaks have often shattered old beliefs 
and approaches, heralding major shifts in the 
conduct of human affairs. But the COVID-19 
pandemic may break this pattern.

In many ways, the current pandemic looks a lot like 
its predecessors. For starters, predictable or not, 
disease outbreaks have always caught the 
authorities off guard – and the authorities have 
often failed to respond quickly and decisively.

Albert Camus depicted this tendency in his novel 
The Plague, and China’s government embodied it 
when it initially suppressed information about the 
novel coronavirus. US President Donald Trump did 
the same when he minimized the threat, comparing 
COVID-19 as recently as last month to seasonal flu. 
As an official in Camus’ novel said, the plague is 
nothing but “a special type of fever.”

Leaders’ lack of foresight has often left people with 
only one real defense from disease outbreaks: social 
distancing. As Daniel Defoe noted in A Journal of the 
Plague Year, his book about the bubonic plague 
outbreak in London in 1665, the municipal 
government banned events and gatherings, closed 
schools, and enforced quarantines.

Nearly two millennia before London’s Great Plague, 
during the epidemic that killed at least one-third of 
Athenians near the end of the Peloponnesian War, 
the Greek historian Thucydides observed that if 
people made contact with the sick, “they lost their 
lives.” As a result, many “died alone,” and funeral 
customs were “thrown into confusion.” And, owing 
to the high death toll, the dead were often “buried 
in any way possible.”

During the COVID-19 crisis, lockdowns and other 
social-distancing protocols have similarly prevented 
people from visiting their dying loved ones and 
upended funeral traditions. In China, families are 
reportedly encouraged to bury their dead quickly 
and quietly. Satellite images show mass graves being 
dug in Iran. New York City officials have also ramped 
up mass burials, intended for those who have no 
next of kin or families who can afford a funeral. 
Some cemeteries in London have run out of graves.1

Another parallel between the current pandemic and 
its predecessors is the tendency to embrace 
experimental palliatives. During the pandemic of 
so-called Spanish flu a century ago, scientists 
blamed bacterial infections, and designed 
treatments accordingly. We know now that 
influenza is caused by a virus; no bacterial vaccines 
could protect against it.

Of course, researchers working on COVID-19 have a 
much more advanced understanding of disease. But, 
as we await a bespoke cure or vaccine, existing 
antivirals – such as those long used for malaria – are 
being tested, with mixed results. The use of one 
such drug, chloroquine, has raised concerns after 
patients receiving it showed signs of heart-related 
complications.1

And then there are the bogus cures that invariably 
emerge – “infallible preventive pills,” as Defoe 
called them. Today, charlatans – aided by social 
media – have made similarly false and dangerous 
claims, suggesting that anything from snorting 

cocaine to drinking bleach can protect against COVID-
19. Trump himself has touted hydroxychloroquine as a 
potential “game changer,” despite the lack of testing 
– prompting one couple to attempt to self-medicate. 
The husband died; his wife barely survived.

The economic disruption caused by COVID-19 also has 
plenty of precedent. The second-century Antonine 
Plague caused one of the most severe economic crises 
in the history of the Roman Empire. The Plague of 
Justinian – which initially erupted in 541-542 and 
recurred intermittently for two centuries – did the 
same to the Byzantine Empire.

Epidemics not only ravage economies, but also throw 
societal inequalities into sharp relief, deepening 
mistrust in the status quo. Disease may not 
discriminate between rich and poor, but their living 
conditions always make the poor and marginalized 
more vulnerable. Machiavelli, who witnessed – and 
probably died in – the plague in Florence in 1527, 
viewed the outbreak as the direct result of misrule. 
Criticisms of China, Trump, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, and others have echoed this sentiment.

Others view epidemics through the lens of conspiracy 
theories. Marcus Aurelius blamed the Christians for 
the Antonine Plague. In Christian Europe, the 
fourteenth-century Black Death was blamed on the 
Jews.

Imagined culprits behind the COVID-19 crisis include 
radiation from 5G technology, the US military, the 
Chinese military, and – no surprise – Jews. Iran’s state-
controlled media has warned people not to use any 
vaccine developed by Israeli scientists. Publications in 
Turkey and Palestine have defined COVID-19 as an 
Israeli biological weapon. White supremacists in 
Austria, Switzerland, and the US have blamed the 
Jewish financier and philanthropist George Soros, 
who they believe hopes to thin out the world 
population and cash in on a vaccine.1

Despite these similarities, the COVID-19 pandemic is 
likely to stand out in a crucial way: it is unlikely to 
upend the established order. The Antonine and 
Justinian Plagues encouraged the spread of 
Christianity throughout Europe. The Black Death 
drove people toward a less religious, more humanistic 
view of the world – a shift that would lead to the 
Renaissance. The Spanish flu prompted uprisings, 
massive labor strikes, and anti-imperialist protests; in 
India, where millions died, it helped to galvanize the 
independence movement.1

The current pandemic, by contrast, is more likely to 
reinforce three preexisting – and highly destructive – 
trends: deglobalization, unilateralism, and 
authoritarian surveillance capitalism. Almost 
immediately, calls for reducing dependence on global 
value chains – already gaining traction before the 
crisis – began to intensify. Efforts by the European 
Union to devise a common strategy have again 
exposed the bloc’s old divisions. Trump has now 
decided to suspend US funding allocated to the World 
Health Organization. And, under the cover of the fight 
for life, authorities beyond just China or Russia are 
trampling on liberties and invading personal privacy.1

Two world wars have shown that a global order 
organized around egocentric nationalism is 
incompatible with peace and security. The pandemic 
has highlighted the urgent need for a new balance 
between the nation-state and supranational 
institutions. Barring that, the devastation wrought by 
COVID-19 will only increase.

From failures of leadership to the rise of conspiracy theories, the COVID-19 crisis resembles 
past pandemics in myriad ways. Yet it is likely to break the mold in one crucial – and perhaps 
fateful – respect: rather than upending the established order, it is likely to reinforce the 
trends that brought us to this point.
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ANNOUNCING AN ADDITIONAL $1million here for 
Liberia's COVID-19 fight, the Chargé d'Affaires at the 
United States Embassy in Monrovia, Alyson Grunder, 
warns both the Government of Liberia and civil society 
organizations the U.S. is partnering with to maintain the 
highest standards of accountability and transparency in 
this ongoing fight.

“WE WANT OUR resources to have maximum impact and 
to complement the efforts and initiatives of the 
government and of other donor partners and 
organizations”, the U.S. Envoy underscores.

THIS IS IMPORTANT because when countries that are 
already devastated by the global pandemic are bending 
over to send their taxpayers' money here to help 
Liberians survive the pandemic, unscrupulous 
individuals both in government and civil society should 
not see this as an opportunity to siphon donors' funds, 
and therefore, deny those directly affected from 
benefiting.

THE CALL COMING from the United States should claim 
immediate attention of the government and people 
running civil society organizations in the country to be 
very careful in handling funds coming from foreign 
partners.

IT WOULD SEND a very bad image for us as a country 
when we cry out to friendly nations and humanitarian 
organizations for support, but when these assistance 
come, they are misused, wasted and deliberately 
pocketed. 

THE CORONAVIRUS IS rapidly taking away lives in 
Liberia with just 99 confirmed cases. With the current 
death rate at 8.8 or 9 percent, more Liberians risk dying 
by the time our confirmed cases hit about 500 or more.

WE NEED TO equip our health workers and hospitals 
across the country to be able to withstand what probably 
lies ahead of us as a people. And we will heavily rely on 
our foreign friends and donor organizations to achieving 
this.

HOWEVER, WHEN WE begin to mismanage or pocket 
donors' money and ignore our people's plight, we are 
shooting ourselves in the leg.

WE CALL ON the Weah administration to take heed of 
the call from the U.S. Embassy and put its feet down 
firmly on funds coming to the country to help in fighting 
the COVID-19. 

FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS AND partners would be glad 
in seeing impacts of funds coming to the country to help 
us, which could serve as motivation for increase funding 
and future support. A hint to the wise...

Transparency matters in 
Liberia’s COVID-19 fight
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Why this Pandemic Is Different

By Shlomo Ben-Ami
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s the COVID-19 outbreak in Europe worsened, the leaders of nine eurozone 
countries called for the issuance of “coronabonds” to help spread more evenly Athe additional debt governments would incur as they struggled to replace 

disappearing private incomes. But while the idea is sound, it was doomed by its 
proponents' justification.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

THENS – Even if Britain and America were never really divided by a common language, as 
George Bernard Shaw once quipped, contemporary Europe is certainly divided by a single Aword that was meant to represent the European Union’s foundation stone: solidarity.

A malevolent demon seeking to maximize European disunity could not have calibrated better the 
manner in which COVID-19 hit Europe. Italy, still the hardest-hit EU economy a decade after the 
euro crisis – with the lowest growth potential, the largest public debt, the least fiscal space, and 
the most fragile of politics – has suffered an appalling human toll from the pandemic. The 
economic implosion caused by the pandemic will spread the suffering even further.

Likewise, Spain, whose people endured terrible unemployment and heart-wrenching home 
repossessions following the euro crisis, became an epicenter of the coronavirus. As for Greece, 
although the death toll, fortunately, has been low, the decimation of the tourist income on which 
our economy depends comes on top of a decade-long crisis that had already mired us in a mind-
numbing depression.

Meanwhile, the countries with the most robust finances have suffered the least on the health and 
economic fronts.

As the outbreak in Europe worsened, nine heads of eurozone governments called for the issuance 
of “coronabonds” to help spread more evenly across Europe the additional debt governments will 
incur as they struggle to replace disappearing private incomes. Given that, unlike Japan, Britain, 
and the United States, Europe lacks a central bank capable of financing stricken governments 
directly, Eurobonds would ensure that the burden of new debt does not fall on the shoulders of 
those least able to bear it.

As some of us anticipated before the critical meetings of the Eurogroup of eurozone finance 
ministers, it was never going to happen. Predictably, “coronabonds” were given the kiss of death 
at the Eurogroup meeting on April 9, putting the idea of Eurobonds on the backburner for years to 
come, perhaps forever.

The outcome isn’t hard to explain. The nine heads of government gambled that their portrayal of 
the bonds as the financial embodiment of European solidarity would win the day. It was a bad bet.

Much has been made of the fierce resistance to Eurobonds by Wopke Hoekstra, the Dutch finance 
minister, who at the meeting vetoed any and every idea involving a modicum of common 
European debt. A majority of commentators west of the Rhine and south of the Alps have 
admonished Hoekstra as a heartless northerner for whom solidarity is meaningless. The 
geographical and emotional division of Europe was never as stark as it is today.

Alas, Hoekstra is right: Solidarity is a poor justification for Eurobonds or any other form of debt 
mutualization. When I encounter suffering individuals or communities, I may feel compelled to 
give money, offer shelter, or provide a large, long-dated, cheap loan when no bank will help. 
That’s solidarity. But solidarity does not, and cannot, compel me to go into debt with them.

By appealing to solidarity to support their call for Eurobonds, the nine heads of government lost 
the argument before it started. Jack has no right to demand that Jill, out of solidarity, jointly 
takes out a loan with him. Even Jack will hardly think it is unfair that Jill has every right to veto his 
proposal.

And so the Eurogroup buried Eurobonds. Instead, the stricken countries were offered €27.7 billion 
($30.1 billion, or 0.22% of eurozone income) in direct aid and a few hundred billion euros worth of 
loans.

Critics of the “frugal” northern EU governments point out some striking disparities. The German 
government’s domestic fiscal stimulus is an impressive 6.9% of GDP, even higher than that of the 
US (5.5% of GDP). In contrast, the Italian and Spanish governments, confronting health systems 
and economies that have been affected much more horrifically, could afford fiscal stimuli of only 
0.9% and 1.1% of GDP, respectively. Is this not evidence of solidarity’s disappearance?

Perhaps it is. But suppose for a moment that, out of solidarity, Germany were to share its stimulus 
with the southern countries that lacked its fiscal space. The macroeconomic benefit would be 
negligible, because the German monies would be spread too thinly across the rest of the 
eurozone. In short, solidarity is not only a poor argument for Eurobonds; it is also a 
macroeconomically irrelevant policy. Worse, calls for more of it are likely to be self-defeating to 
the extent that they divide Europe further and destroy what solidarity there is.

Long before COVID-19 appeared, northern Europeans feared that indebted southerners were 
looking for excuses to lay their hands on the northerners’ savings. Being lectured on the meaning 
of solidarity is bound to reinforce this suspicion. The task of unifying Europe and preventing its 
disintegration will, therefore, be well served by abandoning talk of solidarity and appealing, 
instead, to rationality.

Dutch and German savers need to recognize that their savings would be much, much lower had 
indebted Italians, Greeks, and Spaniards not shared the euro with them. After all, it is southern 
deficits that keep the euro’s exchange rate low enough for Germany and the Netherlands to 
maintain their net exports. Eurobonds’ merit thus has nothing to do with solidarity. By shifting 
debt from deficit countries to a strong Union and, in the process, shrinking total eurozone debt 
(thanks to the lower long-term interest rates implied by the EU’s greater creditworthiness), 
Eurobonds would keep a country like Italy in the euro – thereby preventing Dutch and German 
savings from vanishing.

Adam Smith put it best back in 1776: “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or 
the baker that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own self-interest.” Similarly, 
today, Eurobonds and a change of the eurozone’s ridiculous rules will never come by addressing 
ourselves to the “benevolence” of those with surpluses. The way to avoid northern vetoes is to 
appeal to what Smith would call their “self-love,” while making it clear that self-harming 
northern policies also will be vetoed.
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ONDON – In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the US Federal Reserve will buy unlimited 
quantities of Treasury bonds, the Bank of England will purchase £200 billion ($250 billion) of Lgilts, and the European Central Bank up to €750 billion ($815 billion) of eurozone bonds. 

Almost certainly, central banks will end up providing monetary finance to fund fiscal deficits. 
The only question is whether they should make that explicit.

Monetary policy, on its own, is clearly impotent in today’s circumstances. Central banks have cut 
policy interest rates, and bond purchases are depressing long-term yields. But nobody thinks that 
lower interest rates will unleash higher consumer expenditure or business investment. Instead, 
depressed economic growth will be offset (as best possible) by increased government spending 
on health care, direct income support for laid-off workers, and a reduced tax take. This will 
inevitably result in unprecedented fiscal deficits.

In theory, funding those deficits by selling government bonds could raise bond yields, potentially 
offsetting the stimulative effect. But with central banks buying bonds and depressing yields, 
governments can borrow all they need at rock-bottom interest rates.

When the United States used that policy during World War II, the Fed’s role in facilitating debt 
finance was explicit: from 1942 to 1951, it committed to buying Treasury bonds in whatever 
quantity needed to keep bond yields flat. This time round, such explicit commitments have been 
avoided, but the effect is the same: central banks are making it easy to fund yawning fiscal 
deficits.

Whether this amounts to permanent monetary finance depends on whether the bonds are ever 
sold back to the private sector, with central banks’ balance sheets returning to “normal” levels. 
In the US after WWII, such a reversal never happened.

In their book A Monetary History of the United States, Milton Friedman and Anna Schwartz later 
estimated that about 15% of the war effort was financed with central-bank money rather than by 
taxes or with debt which was ever actually repaid. In Japan, where 25 years of large fiscal 
deficits have been matched by equally large purchases of government bonds by the Bank of 
Japan, it is also obvious that the central bank’s bond holdings will never be sold: permanent 
monetary finance has occurred.

So, monetary finance need not be explicit to be permanent. All asset purchases by central banks 
over the past decade – so-called quantitative easing (QE) – might in retrospect entail some 
monetary finance.

That possibility terrifies those who believe that monetary finance must eventually lead to 
hyperinflation. But such fears are absurd. Friedman famously said that in a deflationary 
depression, we should scatter dollar bills from a helicopter for people to pick up and spend. 
Suppose US President Donald Trump ordered just $10 million of such helicopter money: the 
impact on either real activity or inflation would be miniscule. But suppose he ordered $1,000 
trillion: obviously, there would be hyperinflation. The impact of monetary finance depends on 
the scale.

Fears about the long-term impact on central-bank balance sheets and commercial-bank 
profitability are also misplaced. Central banks do not directly create the money held by 
individuals or companies in the real economy; what they create is the monetary base held as 
reserve assets by banks. As a result, central banks, which pay interest rates on reserves, will face 
an ongoing cost if they create more such money.

But central banks can create costless money by paying zero interest on some commercial-bank 
reserves, even while paying a positive policy rate at the margin. And while such zero-rate 
reserves might impose an effective tax on credit creation when economic activity revives, that 
could be desirable, because it would prevent the initial stimulus from being harmfully multiplied 
by commercial bank’s future money creation.

So, on close inspection, all apparent technical objections to monetary finance dissolve. There is 
no doubt that monetary finance is technically feasible and that wise fiscal and monetary 
authorities could choose just the “right” amount.

The crucial issue is whether politicians can be trusted to be wise. Most central bankers are 
skeptical, and fear that monetary finance, once openly allowed, would become excessive. 
Indeed, for many, the knowledge that it is possible is a dangerous forbidden fruit which must 
remain taboo.

They may be right: the best policy may be to provide monetary finance while denying the fact. 
Governments can run large fiscal deficits. Central banks can make these fundable at close to zero 
rates. And these operations might be reversed if future rates of economic growth and inflation 
are higher than currently anticipated. If not, they will become permanent. But nobody needs to 
acknowledge that possibility in advance.

Paradoxically, the only danger with this approach is that central banks will be too credible. If 
individuals or companies believe policymakers’ promise never to allow monetary finance and 
that all QE operations will definitely be reversed, they will expect that all the new public debt 
must be repaid out of future taxes. And anticipation of that burden could depress consumption 
and investment today.

The alternative approach is honesty – while offsetting the danger that honesty will lead to 
excess. Andrew Bailey, Governor of the Bank of England, argued on April 5 that explicit monetary 
finance is “incompatible with the pursuit of an inflation target by an independent central bank.” 
But former Fed Chair Ben Bernanke has shown why that is not true, proposing instead that 
independent central banks should determine the amount of any monetary finance while 
governments decide how to spend the money.

Independent central banks could make explicit decisions about optimal quantities of permanent 
monetary finance. But whether or not they do, a significant proportion of today’s QE operations 
will in retrospect have financed expanded fiscal deficits.

There is no doubt that monetary finance is technically feasible and that wise 
fiscal and monetary authorities could choose just the “right” amount. The 
crucial issue is whether politicians can be trusted to be wise.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Monetary Finance Is Here

By Adair Turner

Solidarity Is Not 
What Europe Needs

By Yanis Varoufakis
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Lot Number Item Category Item Description  County

 (Delivery Point)

Lot 001 Laboratory 
Equipment 

Bacteriology equipment  Tellewoyen, Phebe and 
G.W. Harley Hospitals 

Lot 002 Reagents Bacteriology culture media, bacteriology 
test reagents and antisera, quality 
control strains, and antibiotic discs for 
susceptibility testing.  

Tellewoyen and Phebe 
Hospitals  

Lot 003 Consumables Laboratory consumables and other 
medical and laboratory related supplies  

Tellewoyen and 
PhebeHospitals

For RFP Documents, Questions and Responses Contact:  
Ellen Munemo, IDDS Liberia Team Lead  

USAID Infectious Disease Detection and Surveillance (IDDS)  Project  
Between 15th& 16th

 Streets (seaside), Payne Avenue,  
Sinkor, Monrovia, Liberia  

+231 778 163 510  
Email:Ellen.Munemo@icf.com  I  www.icf.com  

 

The Deadline for Submitting Proposals  is @ 5:00 pm, Friday, May 8, 2020  

BACKGROUND:
For 50 years ICF has partnered with clients to transform their 
biggest challenges into even bigger opportunities. With a continued 
focus on innovation in areas including technology, policy, and 
engagement, we will keep making big things possible for our clients 
and the communities we serve. 

Under the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) 2024 objectives 
(supporting adherence to international human and animal health 
standards, collaboratively identifying and addressing gaps and 
priorities in global health security, and advancing sustainable 
financing for global health security), the USAID Infectious Disease 
Detection and Surveillance (IDDS) project in Liberia plans to 
strengthen diagnostic networks which are critical to achieving the 
GHSA goal of disease detection and rapid response working in 
close partnership with other U.S. Government partners and 
relevant stakeholders. IDDS is providing technical support and 
participate in relevant One Health forums to help continue Liberia's 
efforts to develop multi-sectoral capacity to prevent, detect, and 
respond to priority zoonotic diseases.

PURPOSE:
ICF Macro, Inc. acting for and on behalf of USAID Infectious 
Disease Detection and Surveillance (IDDS) invites proposals from 
interested parties, companies/vendors on their ability as qualified 
vendors to provide quality assured laboratory equipment, reagents 
and consumables. The vendor should have demonstrated 
experience in supply, training and customer support for all 
equipment and supplies. They should also show records ofabiding 
to industry standards. The vendor should have traceable 
references and be in good standing with wholesale supplier(s) or 
manufacturer(s) of medical equipment, reagents, and 
consumables. ICF Macro, Inc. intends to develop a strong 
professional relationship with the awarded supplier with an 
integrated and comprehensive diagnostic network approach. 

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES REQUIRED:
In an effort to improve service delivery to its clients, ICF Macro, Inc. 
is looking for the following laboratory equipment, reagents and 
consumables that meet the international standards: (1) 
Bacteriology equipment (2) Bacteriology culture media, (3) 
bacteriology test reagents and antisera, (4) Quality control strains, 
and antibiotic discs for susceptibility testing, and (5) Consumables 
and supplies.

NATURE OF THE OFFER:
The Request ForProposal (RFP) is divided into three lots. Offers 
should be submitted separately for each of the lot. A vendor can 
submit proposal(s) for one, two or all three lots.

USAID Infectious Disease Detection and Surveillance (IDDS) Project
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

For Supply of Laboratory Equipment, Reagents and Consumables
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p e r s p e c t i v e sp e r s p e c t i v e sp e r s p e c t i v e s

lder Nyonseor, Sr., ULAA Imminent 
Person, Writer, Historian, Publisher E(The Perspective, an online news 

magazine of Atlanta, GA., USA) and long-
time political activist writes “We refuse 
to accept second-class Citizenship in the 
Country of Our Birth. I disagreed with the 
limitation placed on Diaspora Dual 
Citizens proposal submitted by Senator 
Varney G. Sherman; especially, for NOT 
to be eligible to hold the office of the 
President, Vice President, Chief Justice, 
Speaker, Senate Pro tempore, Minister of 
Justice, Minister of Finance & 
Development Panning, among others. 
Liberian Citizenship is our birthrights; 
therefore, the Liberian Legislature 
cannot deny us these rights because they 
feared us. We were born Liberians, 
therefore, we are prepared to see to its restoration”(The Perspective, December 
15, 2019).

This concept of “once a Liberian, always a Liberian”, became popular because 
Mr. Emmanuel Wettee, ULAA Guru on Dual Citizenship in Liberia says that Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s historic Speech, ‘I Have A Dream’ Equals Once-a-Liberian, 
Always-a-Liberian . . .”    

But the concept is a historical fallacy, a planned, calculated political lie. What 
then, indeed, are the facts and law? 

 Firstly, according to the Liberian National Journal (Liberian National Journal, 
August 28, 2013), The idea of ‘once a Liberian, always a Liberian’ was declared, 
also, by Cllr. Varney Sherman in his 2013 Independence Day Oration as Chairman 
of the-then Ruling, Unity Political Party and turned into a rallying cry by those 
pushing for dual citizenship in Liberia, but that claim can never, will never pass 
any serious public and legal scrutiny, because the argument is deeply flawed.  

Secondly, only things such as one’s tribe and skin color  may or can be described 
as “always”. Because Once a Kru man will always be a Kru man; once a black man 
will always be a black man; and once a white man will always be a white man. 
Anything that is inherent in a person that is based on God’s decision (naturally-
endowed) that human being lacks the ability to control or change can be properly 
described as “always”. 

Citizenship may not or can never be “always” because it is imposed by law (the 
Social Contract of the Social State). The term “Liberian” is a descriptive, legal 
term which states that as long as one abides by such law, then one will, always, 
be a Liberian. Indeed, we concur that “Once-a-Liberian citizen is NOT always-a-
Liberian citizen; here are the basic, truthful reasons:

1. Citizen/Citizenship is a socio-political concept recognized and granted 
by law made by humankind in society (the Social state and Contract), an 
agreement with “terms & conditions” that define mutually-binding rights, 
obligations and responsibilities of the individual or citizen to the state  and of 
the state to the individual or citizen;

2. The terms “Liberian”&“Citizen/Citizenship” are designations that 
defined and granted to individuals by humankind in society; therefore, these 
designations may be rejected, withdrawn or held in perpetuity depending upon 
the holder’s obedience or disobedience to the mutually-binding rules & 
regulations or “terms & conditions; 

3. Thus, Birth in Liberia or on Liberian soil (Jus Soli, right of the soil); one 
may be born in country A and be naturalized citizen of country B;

4. Similarly, Liberian Blood (Jus Sanguinis, right of Liberian blood or 
ancestry); one whose parents are or were citizens of country C at birth and, 
therefore, citizen of the country C, may be naturalized citizen of country D; and 
therefore

5. This notion of “once a Liberian always a Liberian” wrongly equates Birth 
Rights (natural rights given by nature) to Citizenship Rights (Given by the Social 
State, the political community) or confuses the legitimate application of these 
important Rights. But no doubt, we are sure that Writer-Publisher Nyonseor is 
aware of the proper, legal and social applications of these Rights.

Importantly, a prominent but controversial Senator, very close and political 
friend to the CDC, “predicts that the CDC will rig” the 2020 senatorial as well as 
the 2023 presidential and general elections and that “there will be chaos”. This 
then, is Politics Liberia.

REJOINDER TO 
ELDER SIAHNYONKRON J. K. NYONSEOR, SR.

By Bai M. Gbala, Sr.
March 3, 2020
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n wake of the spread of 
COVID-19 in Liberia, the IMinistry of National 

Defense has received on 
behalf of the Armed Forces of 
L i be r i a  ( AFL )  a  huge  
consignment of medical drugs 

from Global Pharmaceuticals 
and Global Pharm Medical 
Center on Monday, April 20, 
2020 at the Barclay Training 
Center. 

Receiving the donation on 

ontserrado County 
D i s t r i c t  # 1 0  MRe p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Yekeh Kolubah has filed a 
motion at the Criminal Court 
“A” in Monrovia, requesting 
the court to acquit him of 
multiple charges due to 
prosecutors’ alleged failure 
to make up a prima facie case 
against him.

Through his lawyers, 
K o l u b a h  o p i n e s  t h a t  
prosecution presented seven 
witnesses throughout the trial 
of the case who have failed to 
establish a prima facie case of 
aggravated assault, criminal 
attempt to commit murder, 
k i d n a p p i n g ,  c r i m i n a l  
solicitation and criminal 
facilitation which he is 
indicted for.

Rep. Kolubah prays the 
court to grant him a judgment 
of acquittal in line with 
Section 20.10 of the Criminal 
Procedure  Law,  wh ich  
according to him allows the 
court to take such action if 
the evidence is insufficient to 
sustain a conviction of such 
offenses after the evidence 
on either side is closed.

o m e  e l d e r s  a n d  
citizens of Zarflahn SDistrict in River Cess 

County have called on their 
county’s legislative caucus, 
local authority and President 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h We a h ’s  
government to help construct 
a bridge that links their district 
to the county capital, Cestos.

According to elders, the 
bridge is on the only road that 
connects their area to the 
main city - Cestos City, 
l a m e n t i n g  t h a t  i t ’ s  
disheartening for them to be 
living there without the bridge 
needed.

The elders and citizens say 
if nothing is done to have their 
district connected to Cestos 
City and Buchanan highway, 
they will be cut off from the 
c o u n t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Montserrado.

They have expressed fear 
that this will also jeopardize 
their survivability as citizens 
of the country, especially 
during this rainy season.

The elders narrate that 
even though they have a little 
funding that came from both 
the County Development 
F u n d s  ( C D F )  a n d  t h e  
community - based program 
for the construction of a twin 
bridge to cross over the Drowl 
River, they however indicate 

did assault or cause bodily 
injury on the body of 
Emmanuel Freeman.

Mr. Kolubah was jointly 
indicted with his former 
security guards and supporters 
for allegedly beating one 
Emmanuel Freeman who had 
allegedly rejected a leaflet 
and T- Shirt printed for a 
protest planned for June 7, 
2019 by the Council of Patriots 
(COP), a pressure group he 
resigned from last week.

Pro secu t i on  d ropped  
charges against Mr. Kolubah’s 
former security personnel and 
supporters in person of Abu 
Keita, Johnson Kpor, Oliver 
Kanneh ,  L e v i  B l a c k i e ,  
M o h a m m e d  S .  K a b a h ,  
Mohammed A. Kabah and Frank 
O. Morgan and subsequently 

that the fund is not much to 
carry out the project.

The Elders including 
Samuel Sohn, Lincoln Goffa, 
Samuel Gbarboe among 
others, say their appeal is for 
the national government to 
speedily intervene and come 
to their rescue on what they 
referred to as a serious 
nightmare.

Without the bridge, they 
s a y  t h e y  a r e  h a v i n g  
difficulties to get certain 
commodities including salt, 
rice and pepper, among other 
things.

 The elders claim that 
Zarflahn District serves as 
the birthplace of President 
George MannegWeah’s late 
mother Madam Anna Weah.

According to them, the 
Zarflahn Road which is also 
known as the Chinese Road, 
was previously done by a 
logging company which 
operated in the county 
during the mid 8o’s before 
the Liberian civil war.

The Elders however point 
out that in the absence of the 
construction of the road, 
particularly the bridge along 
the road, citizens of the 
district will continue to 
experience setback.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

used them as state witnesses 
against the lawmaker.

Kolubah was earlier granted 
separate trial by the court 
based on his own request to the 
Court to enable him to attend 
legislative functions, among 
others.

He lost a motion in which he 
wanted the court to rescind its 
dec i s ion  o f  g rant ing  a  
nolleprosequi requested by the 
state in favor of his co - 
indictees who had become 
state witnesses.

Judge Roosevelt Z. Willie 
disagreed with the lawmaker, 
ruling Tuesday, 14 April that the 
prosecution had the legal right 
at  any t ime to  f i le  a  
nolleprosequi for any of the 
two sets of defendants, if the 
State so desires.

behalf of the Ministry, Deputy 
Minister for Administration, 
TibliOlandrus Dickson, lauded 
the Global Pharmaceuticals and 
Global Pharm Medical Center 
for the gesture, describing it as 

timely. 
He says the MoD/ AFL will use 

the donated drugs for the 
purpose intended. 

The medical supplies which 
were imported from Pakistan 

are in the tone of US$4,600 
dollars. 30% of the donated 
drugs is WHO recommended 
medication for treating 
Coronavirus patients, a press 
release issued by the Ministry 
of Defense says.  

The medical supplies 
include Acetomycin (250 mg), 
other antibiotics for Trauma 
and Post Surgery and Anti-
malaria medicines. 

Presenting the drugs, an 
e x e c u t i v e  o f  G l o b a l  
Pharmaceuticals and Global 
Pharm Medical Center, Fiaz 
Ahmad, on behalf of Dr. 
Nelson Oniyama and BR Fiaz, 
says his company is very 
excited to identify with the 
Liberian military during such a 
critical time like this.

He further indicates that 
the drugs will enhance the 
AFL’s ability in the fight 
against the Coronavirus. 

Global Pharmaceuticals 
and Global Pharm Medical 
Center are a group of 
companies specialized in 
different types of activities in 
the pharmaceuticals field, 
including manufacturing, 
promotion, importation and 
distribution activities.--Press 
release 

More headline news   More headline news

“In other words,  the 
allegations in the indictments 
were not proven beyond all 
reasonable doubts based on the 
insufficiency of evidence to 

sustain a conviction of the 
charges or offenses against 
Movant,” he claims.

Mr. Kolubah, a staunch critic 
of President George Manneh 

Weah, insists that the 
t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  t h e  
prosecution witnesses varied 
in material facts which 
according to him render the 

c h a r g e s  o r  o f f e n s e s  
dismissible.

He argues that none of the 
witnesses told the court 
during examinations that he 
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Defense Ministry receives 
huge medical donation

Yekeh Kolubah petitions 
court for acquittal

By Winston W. Parley

Elders in River Cess 
want bridge constructed

By Lewis S. Teh

Representative Yekeh Kolubah 
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he proprietor of the 
Blue Star business Tcenter in Paynesville, 

Mr. Mustapha Bah says he is 
seriously worried over the 
silence of his ethic group Fula 
to join the fight against 
coronavirus pandemic in 
Liberia.

Addressing a brief press 
conference over the weekend, 
Mr. Bah disclosed that it is 
unfortunate that the Fula 
Community in Liberia has not 

yet voiced out any plan of 
i n te rvent ion  s ince  the  
pandemic broke out in the 
country.

He  reca l l s  tha t  the  
community is one of the 
proactive members of the 
We s t  A f r i c a n  Re g i o n ,  
especially in Liberia, where he 
says it has intervened during 
the deadly Ebola outbreak 
here.

According to Bah, they 
provided medical supplies, 

beginning with immediate 
debt relief,” the statement 
added..     

The COVID-19 pandemic is a 
global crisis, the first of its 
kind in modern history at this 
level, depth and width. The 
virus makes no distinction of 
race or country, and knows of 
no borders. According to the 
Mo Ibrahim Foundation it will 
only be solved with collective 
and coordinated efforts and 
that the fight against the 
pandemic is a matter of shared 
interest.

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  
acknowledged that Africa is 
facing a severe challenge. It 
explains that that in most 
countries, it will prove 
difficult at best to implement 
the measures adopted by more 
developed countries, such as 

brand new vehicles including 
ambulance to the government 
of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf to battle Ebola.

“I am wondering as to what 
has happened to my kinsmen 
who have been participating in 
major events in the country 
that until now, [they are] yet to 
say something that [they are] 
doing to help fight the 
coronavirus,” he says.

He appeals to the leadership 
of the Fula Community in 

Liberia to wake up from its 
sleep and join others in the 
sub-region in battling the 
coronavirus from Liberia to 
save lives.

Mr. Bah discloses that the 
pandemic does not know the 
difference between Fula and 
other tribes, saying there is a 
need for the Fulani to make 
their intervention in the fight 
against the disease.--Edited 
by Winston W. Parley

social distancing, public health 
campaigns, and generous 
financial support offered to 
people and business. 

M a n y  e c o n o m i e s ,  i t  
continues, whether mostly 
driven by commodity exports 
or sustained by high debt 
levels, will be highly disrupted. 
For most of the continent and 
its people, the economic crisis 
will hit hard and long. This will 
destroy recent progress, and 
worsen already existing 
fragi l i t ies,  with al l  i ts  
consequences.

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
also welcome the recent 
appointment by the African 
Union of the four COVID-19 
Spec ia l  Envoys ,  Dona ld  
Kaberuka, Trevor Manuel, 
NgoziOkonjo-Iweala, and 
TidjaneThiam. 
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ontserrado County 
d i s t r i c t  # 1 1  MRepresentat ive,  

Richard Nagbe Koon, wants 
government’s intervention in 
bringing relief to hundreds of 
residents rendered homeless 
by heavy rainstorm across the 
county recently.

Last Friday night heavy 

rainstorm hit the country, 
leav ing  severa l  homes 
destroyed in the capital, 
Monrovia and other parts of 
Liberia.

Some of the homeless 
residents are still seen 
huddled in  community  
shelters, seeking temporary 
residence, while awaiting 

h e  M o  I b r a h i m  
F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  Twelcome calls by 

African and European leaders 
that “only a global that fully 
includes Africa can bring the 
coronavirus pandemic to an 
end.

Both the African and 
Europeans leaders view on 
the global collective effort to 
curb the COVID-19 pandemic 
was recently publish in the 
Financial Times.

“We thus fully share, 
endorse and support the 'call 
for action' from African and 
European leaders published in 
the Financial Times, their 
view that “only a global 
victory that fully includes 
A f r i ca  can  b r i ng  th i s  
pandemic to an end”, and 
their call for strong collective 
leadership, able to tackle the 
multiple, interconnected and 
cumulative aspects of this 
crisis.” The Foundation said in 
a statement issued on Friday 

assistance from national 
leaders and humanitarians. 

There are unauthenticated 
reports few residents lost their 
lives to the devastation.  

Making cash donation to 
residents of his district at the 
weekend, Representative Koon 
said it was unfortunate to see 
struggling Liberians to have 

been overwhelmed by natural 
disaster in the face of the 
Coronavirus pandemic.   

He called on the government 
through the national disaster 
management agency to swiftly 
intervene in bringing hope to 
the victims.

“It is sad that our panicking 
people in the midst of  the 

April 17.
“We must indeed address, 

together and at the same time, 
and the sooner the better, the 
need to strengthen Africa’s 
emergency health response 
capacity; the need to share 
scientific knowledge and 

Coronavirus who hardly get 
food to eat would be going 
through this situation. While 
our people are looking for 
food to eat, they will now be 
buying materials to have their 
homes renovated. I’m calling 
on the government to please 
come to their aid. 

“The National Disaster 
Management Agency that is 
responsible for this kind of 
problem, should please move 
in now to help our people”, he 
pleaded.   

The Montserrado lawmaker 
then made an initial cash 
presentation to affected 
members of his district, 
totaling 650,000 Liberian 
dollars.   

C o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  
benefited from the initiative 
include  Kebbah, Kpelle Town, 
UPC, Try, Hill Top City,  and 
Behwehn, respect ively.  
Others are: Dargbeh Town, 14 
07, behind Diggsville, 197 
victims, Gbokay, Blu Mission, 
B e n s o n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
Barnesville Estate.

The release disclosed that 
a total of 197 affected 
residents received direct cash 
support from the lawmaker.

Koon promised to reach to 
others who did not benefit 
from his initial intervention.

“I’m calling on the other 
people who did not receive 
from my first donation to 
remain patient. I’m trying to 
source funding. Once I get 
some money, I will reach out 
to you”. 

expertise; the need to ensure 
the relevant humanitarian 
supply for the most affected 
communities - namely food 
security - lest people die from 
hunger before COVID-19; and 
the need to deploy a “massive 
economic stimulus package” - 

More headline news   More headline news
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Fulani worries over kinsmen’s 
silence on Covid - 19 fight

By Emmanuel Mondaye

Flashback: Fula Community in Liberia made a huge 
donation to the National Task Force on Ebola

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
welcomes the 'call for action' 

Rep. Koon donates cash to storm victims
-urges government’s intervention 
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es  membres  de  
l ’ A s s e m b l é e  Llégislative libérienne 

ont voté à une écrasante 
majorité en faveur du 
prolongement de la période 
de l’état d’urgence de 21 à 60 
jours, soit deux mois.

Ils sont parvenus à la 
décision après 72 heures de 
débat houleux sur l'état 
d'urgence et le plan de 
relance proposé par le 
président Weah pour alléger 

FrançaisFrançais

les charges économiques 
auxquelles sont confrontés les 
c i t o y e n s  à  c a u s e  d u  
confinement de quatre comtés, 
y compris le comité de Grand de 
Kru,  le  comiténatal  du 
président, au sud-est du pays.

L a  C h a m b r e  d e s  
représentants et le Sénat 
libérien ont adopté une 
résolution commune le week-
end dernier, approuvant le plan 
de relance et prolongeant l'état 
d'urgence à 60 jours.

des mesures prises par les 
autorités libériennes pour 
lutter contre le coronavirus qui 
a déjà infecté au moins 91 
per sonnes  e t  tué  hu i t  
personnes, selon les chiffres 
officiels.

La forte averse qui s’est 
abattue sur le comté dans la 
nuit du vendredi et samedi a 
arraché les toitures des 
maisons et également inondé 
d’autres,  obl igeant les  

victimes à soit chercher 
refuge chez les voisins ou 
rejoindre des maisons 
familiales.

Des appels à l 'a ide 
humanitaire et au soutien 
gouvernemental pour les 
victimes de Gardnerville, de 
New-Georgia, de Barnerville 
et dans d'autres endroits du 
comté se sont multipliés.

À  l a  s u i t e  d e  l a  
c a t a s t r o p h e ,  l e  
gouvernement a placé les 
magasins de matériaux de 
construction parmi les 
entreprises essentielles 
autorisées à fonctionner 
pendan t  une  pé r i ode  
déterminée pendant le 
confinement pour permettre 
aux victimes de refaire leur 
maison dans la mesure du 
possible.Les victimes qui ont 
des moyens ont pris d’assaut 
les magasins de vente de 
matériaux les plus proches 
pour acheter des tôles. 

Quant aux démunis, ils 
s’en remettent à Dieu, tout 
en espérant que soit le 
gouvernement ou toutes 
autres bonnes volontés 
feront des gestes en leur 
faveur. 

n e  t o r n a d e  
ravageuse a fait Udes centaines de 

sans-abri dans les villes du 
comté de Montserrado, dont 
la  capi ta le  Monrov ia,  
aggravant les conditions de 
vie des victimes. 

Le comté fait partie des 
comtésles plus touchés par le 
COVID-19 et placé sous 
confinement dans le cadre 

Le document, signé par 
plus des deux tiers des 
majorités des deux chambres, 
entre en vigueur le 20 avril 
2020.

Cependant, la résolution 
stipule que le président 
Weah, sur avis d'experts en 
santé, peut imposer une 
quarantaine absolue dans les 
comtés touchés ou des parties 
de ceux-ci à un moment et 

Minister of State for Presidential Affairs Nathaniel McGill

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

chargerd’affaires jusqu'à 
ce qu'il y ait un nouvel 
ambassadeur américain. »
Le 14 mars, le Département 
d'État a autorisé le départ 
du personnel américain et 
des membres de sa famille 
de tout poste diplomatique 
ou consulaire dans le 
m o n d e  q u i  o n t  é t é  
médicalement jugés à 
risque plus élevé de 
mauvais résultats s'ils 
étaient exposés au COVID-
19.
L'exercice a commencé par 
l ' é v a c u a t i o n  d e s  
volontaires de PeaceCorps, 
u n e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
américaine, de leurs postes 
à travers le monde, y 
compris au Libéria.
Le 22 mars 2020, le 
ministère libérien de la 
Santé a déclaré le COVID-
19 comme une urgence 
sanitaire nationale et a 
annoncé la fermeture de 
l'aéroport international 
Robert s  (à  que lques  
exceptions près) le 23 mars 
à 23 h 59. Depuis lors, les 
vols à destination et en 
provenance du Libéria ont 
été fortement limités aux 
cas  human i ta i re s  e t  
d'urgence.
Cependant, l'ambassade 
des États-Unis à Monrovia a 
déclaré qu'elle n'avait pas 
plus de priorité que la 
sûreté et la sécurité des 
citoyens américains.
« Si un vol affrété par 
l ' amba s s ade  dev i en t  
d i s p o n i b l e ,  a v a n t  
l'embarquement, tous les 
p a s s a ge r s  c on f i rmé s  
d o i v e n t  s i g n e r  u n  
engagement de rembourser 
a u  g o u v e r n e m e n t  
américain le coût du vol à 
une date ultérieure. Les 
citoyens américains et les 
résidents permanents 
légaux qui ont soumis des 
billets à ordre seront pris 
en considération pour les 
futurs vols. Veuillez noter 
que la soumission d'un 
billet à ordre n'est pas une 
garantie de siège. Seuls les 
passagers qui reçoivent un 
e-mail confirmant un siège 
sur un vol ou confirmant le 
statut de réserve doivent 
se rendre à l'aéroport si un 
vol est annoncé », a précisé 
l'ambassade. 

'ambassade des États-
Unis près de Monrovia Lsemble submergée par 

l e s  d e m a n d e s  d e  
rapatriement de citoyens 
a m é r i c a i n s  i c i  v u  
l'augmentation rapide des 
cas de COVID-19 au Libéria.
« Nous avons reçu de 
nombreuses demandes 
d'informations concernant 
le rapatriement ; notre 
équipe travaille à identifier 
les options de transport 
p o u r  l e s  c i t o y e n s  
américains qui souhaitent 
retourner aux États-Unis. À 
l'heure actuelle, il n'y a pas 
de vol confirmé », lit-on 
dans un communiqué de 
l'ambassade publié sur son 
site Internet la semaine 
dernière.
L'ambassade des États-Unis 
au Libéria a procédé au 
rapatriement progressif des 
ressortissants Américains 
vivant au Libéria depuis 
mars par des vols nolisés 
depuis la fermeture de 
l'aéroport international de 
Roberts dans le cadre des 
mesures instituées par le 
gouvernement du Libéria 
p o u r  e m p ê c h e r  l a  
propagation du COVID-19.
L'ambassadrice des États-
Unis au Libéria, Christine 
Elder, a quitté le Libéria le 
samedi 21 mars, après près 
de quatre ans de service à 
la tête de l'ambassade des 
États-Unis à Monrovia.
Dans un message d'adieu 
depuis Washington, D.C., le 
25 mars, l'ambassadrice 
Elder a déclaré :  « 
P e r m e t t e z - m o i  d e  
commencer en disant que 
je suis très émue par vos 
e x p r e s s i o n s  d e  
préoccupation pour ma 
santé. Je vais bien, mais au 
cours des 15 dernières 
a n n é e s ,  j ' a i  s u b i  3  
interventions chirurgicales 
aux poumons. Avec la 
fermeture des routes 
aériennes internationales, 
le gouvernement américain 
et moi avons décidé que 
c'était le bon moment pour 
faire la transition de la 
d i r e c t i o n  d e  n o t r e  
ambassade, ce qui était 
prévu pour mai ou juin. Le 
chef de mission adjoint très 
e x p é r i m e n t é  d e  
l ' a m b a s s a d e ,  A l y s o n  
G runde r,  s e r v i r a  de  
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Le parlement prolongel’
état d’urgence à 60 jours

Les Américains se précipitent 
pour quitter le Libéria

Un orage fait des centaines 
de sans-abri à Montserrado
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EL AVIV – Bien longtemps avant que les 
personnes et les biens circulent partout à Ttravers le monde, les pandémies constituaient 

déjà un aspect malheureusement incontournable de 
la civilisation humaine. Ces tragédies ont par 
ailleurs toujours eu tendance à s’accompagner 
d’évolutions positives : perçues comme 
mystér ieuses ,  comme des  événements  
métahistoriques, les épidémies de grande ampleur 
ont souvent balayé les convictions et approches 
obsolètes, engendrant des changements majeurs 
dans la conduite des affaires humaines. La 
pandémie de COVID-19 pourrait bien rompre avec 
cette tendance.

À de nombreux égards, l’actuelle pandémie 
ressemble beaucoup aux précédentes. Pour 
commencer, prévisibles ou non, les épidémies ont 
souvent pris les autorités par surprise – autorités qui 
ont pour leur part souvent échoué à réagir de 
manière rapide et décisive.

Dans son roman La Peste, Albert Camus décrit cette 
tendance, que le gouvernement chinois a incarnée 
en dissimulant dans un premier temps les 
informations relatives au nouveau coronavirus. Le 
président américain Donald Trump s’est comporté 
de la même manière en minimisant la menace, lui 
qui comparait pas plus tard que le mois dernier le 
COVID-19 à la grippe saisonnière. Comme le dit un 
responsable public dans le roman de Camus, la peste 
n’est rien de plus qu’une « forme particulière de 
fièvre ».

À cause de ce manque de prévoyance de la part des 
dirigeants, les populations se sont souvent 
retrouvées contraintes d’utiliser le seul véritable 
outil de défense à leur disposition contre les 
épidémies : la distanciation sociale. Comme le 
raconte Daniel Defoe dans son Journal de l’année de 
la peste, mémoires sur l’épidémie de peste 
bubonique survenue à Londres en 1665, déjà à 
l’époque les autorités de la ville avaient interdit les 
événements et rassemblements, fermé les écoles, 
et imposé des quarantaines. 

Près de deux milles ans avant la grande peste de 
Londres, lors d’une épidémie qui tua au moins un 
tiers des Athéniens vers la fin de la guerre du 
Péloponnèse, l’historien grec Thucydide observe 
que tous ceux qui entrent en contact avec les 
malades « perdent la vie ». Il relève que nombre 
d’entre eux « meurent seuls », et que les coutumes 
funéraires se trouvent « bouleversées ». En effet, en 
raison d’un grand nombre de décès, les morts sont à 
l’époque souvent « enterrés par tous les moyens ».

Dans l’actuelle crise du COVID-19, les confinements 
et autres mesures de distanciation sociale 
empêchent de la même manière les personnes de 
rendre visite à leurs proches mourants, et 
perturbent les habitudes funéraires. En Chine, les 
familles sont semble-t-il encouragées à enterrer 
leurs morts rapidement et discrètement. Les images 
satellite révèlent l’existence de fosses communes 
en Iran. Les responsables de la ville de New York 
recourent également aux fosses collectives, 
destinées aux personnes dont aucun proche n’a été 
retrouvé, ou aux familles qui n’ont pas les moyens 
de payer des obsèques. De même, certains 
cimetières de Londres ne disposent plus de places 
pour de nouvelles tombes.

Autre parallèle entre l’actuelle pandémie et celles 
d’autrefois, l’être humain a tendance à recourir à 
des traitements expérimentaux. A l’époque de la 
célèbre pandémie de grippe espagnole survenue il y 
a un siècle, les scientifiques pointaient du doigt une 
infection bactérienne, et utilisaient les traitements 
correspondants. Or, nous savons aujourd’hui que la 

grippe est causée par un virus, contre lequel aucun 
vaccin bactérien ne saurait par conséquent lutter.

Bien entendu, les chercheurs qui travaillent 
aujourd’hui sur le COVID-19 jouissent d’une 
compréhension beaucoup plus évoluée des maladies. 
Pour autant, dans l’attente d’un traitement ou d’un 
vaccin adapté, des antiviraux préexistants sont 
aujourd’hui testés, avec des résultats mitigés – tels 
que des thérapeutiques utilisés depuis longtemps 
contre le paludisme. Le recours à l’un de ces produits, 
la chloroquine, soulève des interrogations depuis que 
certains patients l’ayant reçue ont montré des signes 
de complications cardiaques.

De même, et comme toujours, des pseudo-remèdes 
miracle sont proposés – des « pilules préventives 
infaillibles », comme les appelle Defoe. Aujourd’hui, 
un certain nombre de charlatans – bien aidés par les 
réseaux sociaux – formulent des promesses tout aussi 
fausses et dangereuses, suggérant par exemple que la 
consommation de cocaïne ou le fait de boire de l’eau 
de javel permettrait d’anéantir le COVID-19. Trump a 
lui-même vanté l’hydroxychloroquine comme un 
médicament susceptible de « changer la donne », 
malgré le manque d’expérimentations – ce qui a incité 
un couple à tenter l’automédication. Le mari est 
décédé, et l’épouse a péniblement survécu.

Les bouleversements économiques engendrés par le 
COVID-19 abondent également de précédents 
historiques. Au deuxième siècle, la peste antonine 
entraîne l’une des plus graves crises économiques 
dans l’histoire de l’empire romain. Les peste de 
Justinien – observée dans un premier temps en 541-
542, puis par intermittence pendant deux siècles – 
engendrera les mêmes conséquences dans l’empire 
byzantin.

Non seulement les épidémies ravagent-elles les 
économies, mais elles mettent également en lumière 
les inégalités sociétales, et alimentent la défiance à 
l’égard du statu quo. Car si la maladie ne fait pas la 
différence entre riches et pauvres, le niveau de vie 
rend systématiquement plus vulnérables les 
catégories défavorisées et marginalisées. Machiavel, 
qui connaîtra la peste à Florence en 1527, et qui 
semble-t-il en mourra, considérera l’épidémie comme 
la conséquence directe d’une mauvaise gouvernance. 
Les critiques à l’encontre de la Chine, de Trump du 
Premier ministre britannique Boris Johnson, et 
d’autres, font écho à ce sentiment.

Face aux épidémies, d’autres formulent des théories 
conspirationnistes. Marc Aurèle reprochera ainsi aux 
chrétiens la peste antonine. De même, l’Europe 
chrétienne du XIVe siècle accusera les juifs d’être 
responsables de la peste noire.

Figurent aujourd’hui parmi les pseudo-coupables de la 
crise du COVID-19 les radiations issues de la 
technologie 5G, l’armée américaine, l’armée 
chinoise, et sans grande surprise les juifs. Contrôlés 
par l’État, les médias iraniens enjoignent la 
population à ne pas utiliser un vaccin s’il était 
développé par les scientifiques israéliens. Des 
publications en Turquie et en Palestine parlent du 
COVID-19 comme d’une arme biologique israélienne. 
Les suprémacistes blancs d’Autriche, de Suisse et 
d’Amérique accusent quant à eux le financier et 
philanthrope juif George Soros de vouloir réduire la 
population mondiale et tirer profit d’un vaccin.

Deux guerres mondiales nous enseignent combien un 
ordre mondial organisé autour du nationalisme 
autocentré est incompatible avec la paix et la 
sécurité. La pandémie souligne la nécessité urgente 
d’un nouvel équilibre entre État-nation et institutions 
supranationales, sans quoi la destruction engendrée 
par le COVID-19 ne pourra que s’aggraver.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

pour une durée selon les 
r e c o m m a n d a t i o n s  d e s  
d'experts.

La résolution commune 
stipule en partie comme suit : 
« que la demande initiale de 
25 millions de dollars est 
approuvée pour le programme 
de soutien alimentaire avec la 
modification ; que les 15 
comtés de la République 
seront couverts en tant que 
comtés affectés pour le 
soutien alimentaire et les 
montants supplémentaires 
nécessaires seront soumis 
pour réappropriation. Les 
achats dans le cadre de ce 
programme doivent d'abord 
tenir compte des aliments 
produits localement ;que le 
programme de distribution 
alimentaire doit donner la 
priorité à la population 
vulnérable et aux premiers 
intervenants: les jeunes 
défavorisés, les sans-abri, les 
orphelinats, les personnes 
â g é e s ,  l e s  p e r s o n n e s  
handicapées, les agents de 
santé et le personnel de 
s é c u r i t é  d é p l o y é s  e n  
première ligne de la mise en 
a p p l i c a t i o n  d e  l ' é t a t  
d'urgence ; et que toutes les 
restrictions imposées par le 
Président concernant la 
circulation des personnes et 
les heures applicables sont 
approuvées et modifiées 
comme quoi toutes les 
personnes apparaissant dans 
les rues et les bâtiments 
publics sont tenues de porter 
un dispositif de protection 
couvrant au moins le nez et la 
bouche. »

Les  lég i s lateurs  ont  
également approuvé la 
demande du président de 
fournir gratuitement de 
l'électricité et de l'eau aux 
f o ye r s  pendan t  l ' é t a t  
d'urgence et le verrouillage. 
Ils ont cependant modifié ce 
plan, exigeant que ces 
services soientétendus à tous 
les comtés transfrontaliers 
actuellement desservis par le 
West Africa Power Pool, un 
programme régional.

« Le programme d'appui à 
l'eau couvrira le programme 
municipal d'eau dans tous les 
comtés où il est actuellement 
mis en œuvre ; que le 
p r o g r a m m e  d e  
remboursement des dettes 
des commerçantes auprès des 
banques commerciales est 
approuvé, avec modification 
pour ajouter les coopératives 
de crédit et les entités 
connexes enregistrées et 
faisant des affaires avant le 
1er janvier 2020 », ajoute la 
résolution commune.

Les  lég i s lateurs  ont  
approuvé la demande du 
président d’approprier 15 
millions de dollars US dans le 
budget de l'exercice fiscal 

2020/2021pour payer la dette 
intérieure du gouvernement.

Ils appellent à la création 
d'un fonds de secours d'urgence 
COVID 19 qui solliciterades dons 
privés d'individus, de groupes 
d'individus, d'organisations 
p r i v é e s  l o c a l e s  e t  
internationales, d'entreprises 
et de toute autre personne 
i n té re s sée  à  a i de r  l e s  
populations les plus vulnérables 
de la République contre le fléau 
de COVID. 19.

Ils conviennent que tous les 
agents de santé à travers le 
pays recevront une prime de 
risque mensuelle, y compris les 
travail leurs réguliers et 
bénévoles comme prévu par les 
organisations internationales.

Le personnel de sécurité de 
p remière  l i gne  recevra  
m e n s u e l l e m e n t  u n e  
p r o l o n g a t i o n  d e  l a  
rémunération pour la durée de 
l ' é ta t  d ' u rgence  et  le s  
affectations de crédits au titre 
de ce programme seront 
soumises au budget de refonte.

Entre-temps, ils souhaitent 
que le président de la Chambre 
des représentants et le 
président pro-tempore du 
Sénat nomment un comité 
mixte conjoint de surveillance 
d'urgence pour exercer un 
c o n t r ô l e  s u r  t o u s  l e s  
programmes approuvés dans la 
résolution commune afin de 
soumettre un rapport aux deux 
chambres après la crise.

Dans le cadre des mesures 
restrictives supplémentaires 
dans la lutte contre le COVID-
19, le président Weah a 
récemment déclaré un état 
d ' u r g e n c e  d e  2 1  j o u r s  
renouvelable et le verrouillage 
d e  q u a t r e  c o m t é s  
(Montserrado, Margibi, Nimba 
et Grand Kru) pendant 14 jours, 
entre autres mesures de 
précaution.

La déclaration du président 
est conforme aux articles 85, 
86, 87 et 88, respectivement, 
de la Constitution du Libéria, et 
après consultation du président 
d e  l a  C h a m b r e  d e s  
représentants et du président 
pro-tempore du Sénat libérien, 
comme l'exige la loi.

« J’annonce en outre, en 
vertu de cet état d'urgence, 
que les 15 comtés de la 
République du Libéria sont mis 
en quarantaine à partir de 23 h 
59. Le vendredi 10 avril 2020, 
jusqu'à nouvel ordre. Les 
déplacements entre comtés 
sont strictement interdits. Nul 
ne sera autorisé à entrer ou à 
sortir ou à franchir de quelque 
manière que ce soit les 
frontières d'un comté dans un 
autre comté, à l'exception du 
comté de Montserrado et du 
comté de Margibi qui sont mis 
en quarantaine comme une 
seule unité », a déclaré M. 
Weah.
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Le parlement prolongel’

Pourquoi cette pandémie 
est différente des autres

Par Shlomo Ben-Ami
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nderstandingly, it has become important to 
analyze the spread of coronavirus and its impact Uon the economy of small islands especially Cape 

Verde, Mauritius, Maldives, Seychelles, Vanuatu and 
the Union of Comoros. These islands, which are favorite 
tourist posts and foreign investors, have also closely 
diverse geopolitical relationship with the world.
 
It comes into spectacular focus for this research study, 
although in general, the islands seem to have the 
lowest cases of the pandemic, and efforts taken in 
preparedness against the disease, and the possible 
effects on their economies and sociocultural lives of 
the population. Part of the research and monitoring is 
presented here in three headings as follows: (i) The 
Islands and Coronavirus: An Overview, (ii) Economic 
Impact of Coronavirus on these Islands and (iii) Current 
Scenarios and Lessons for the Future.
 
The Islands and Coronavirus: An Overview
The coronavirus disease appeared first in 2019 in 
Wuhan city in China. The disease was, first identified in 
Wuhan and Hubei, both in China early December 2019. 
The original cause still unknown but its symptoms 
include high body temperature with persistent dry 
cough and acute respiratory syndrome. 
Some medical researchers say it is a 
pneumonia-related disease.
 
Late December 2019, Chinese officials 
notified the World Health Organization 
(WHO) about the outbreak of the disease in 
the city of Wuhan in China. Since then, 
cases of the novel coronavirus - named 
COVID-19 by the WHO - have spread around 
the world. WHO declared the outbreak to 
be an international health concern only on 
30 January, and then recognized it as a 
"pandemic" on 11 March 2020.
 
The basic transmission mechanisms of the 
coronavirus are the same worldwide. But 
the speed and pattern of spread definitely 
varies from country to country, urban to 
rural and place to place. It depends on 
cultural practices, traditional customs and 
social lifestyles. A densely populated 
township can have a different trajectory to 
a middle-class suburb or a village. The 
epidemic can spread differently and among nomadic 
peoples.
 
There have been claims that this coronavirus may not 
likely survive in hot countries due to the tropical 
climate in these regions, yet cases of this virus are 
already confirmed in these tropical countries. There 
are officially confirmed coronavirus cases on the 
islands of Cape Verde, Mauritius, Maldives and 
Seychelles.
 
On the Cape Verde, about 300 miles (483 kilometers) 
off the west coast of Senegal, consists of 10 islands and 
five islets, all but three of which are mountainous. The 
island has a total of 55 reported cases among its half a 
million population, according to the Cape Verde's 
Public Health National Institute.
 
Mauritius is a very small island far away from China – 
and yet greatly affected by the coronavirus. Mauritius 
is a country reliant on tourism. The sector accounts for 
roughly a quarter of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
Since the first three case investigated and confirmed 
on 18 March, Mauritius now has 324, including 65 
recoveries and 9 death, according to the Health 
Ministry.
 
On 15 April 2020, no new cases were reported, three 
patients who recovered from the coronavirus agreed to 
donate their blood through Plasmapheresis, according 
to the official coronavirus website of the Health 
Ministry.
 
Maldives, officially referred to as the Republic of 
Maldives, is a small island in South Asia, located in the 
Arabian Sea of the Indian Ocean. Its population, one of 

the most geographically dispersed, is nearly 400,000 and 
the island attracts many foreign tourists throughout the 
year.
 
The disease got to Maldives on 7 March 2020 from an Italian 
tourist who had returned to Italy after spending holidays in 
Kuredu Resort & Spa. Thereafter, the Health Protection 
Agency of the Maldives confirmed two more cases in the 
Maldives, both employees of the resort. Following this, the 
hotel was closed down, several tourists stranded on the 
island.
 
On 27 March, the government announced the first 
confirmed case of a Maldivian citizen with COVID-19, a 
passenger who had returned from the United Kingdom. And 
that brought the total number of confirmed cases in the 
country to 16; there are other 15 foreign citizens. Thus, in 
April the figured climbed to 28 cases.
 
Seychelles, located in the Indian Ocean, reported its first 
two cases on 14 March. The two cases were people who 
were in contact with someone in Italy who tested positive. 
On 15 March, a third case arriving from The Netherlands 
was confirmed, and the next day, there were four 
confirmed cases, visitors from The Netherlands. As at 20 
April, there are only 11 confirmed cases and two patients 

quickly recovered and have been released.
 
Vanuatu is a Pacific island country located in the South 
Pacific Ocean. It is east of northern Australia, nearer to 
New Guinea, Solomon and Fiji islands. Vanuatu has a 
population of approximately 250,000. All these islands' 
mainstays of the economy are agriculture and tourism. 
They attract tourists throughout the year. As of 3 April 
2020, it has no coronavirus but still vulnerable, if strict 
measures are not adopted. It, however, continues its 
surveillance.
 
There are five public hospitals, and one private hospital 
with 27 health centers located across the islands and more 
than 200 aid posts in more remote areas. The two major 
referral hospitals are located in Port Vila and Luganville in 
the country.
 
The Union of Comoros, an island nation to the east is 
Mozambique and northwest is Madagascar in the Indian 
Ocean, gained independence from France on 6 July 1975. In 
mid-2017, Comoros joined the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) with 15 other regional 
member states. The Comoros share mostly African-Arab 
origins. It economic activities are the same as other ocean 
islands.
 
On 17 April, Chief Epidemiologist, Dr. Izzy Gerstenbluth, 
indicated that 269 people have been tested so far, 106 men 
and 163 women. The number of confirmed cases is still at 
14 as the official counted figure. One has died, one is still in 
the hospital, 10 are safe and three are active. 18 are being 
actively monitored and 12 are still in quarantine because 
they returned to the island after the measures were 
announced
 

The Medical & Health Affairs Department (G &Gz) of the 
Ministry of Health, Environment and Nature (GMN) 
keeps a close eye on how the new coronavirus spreads 
and behaves worldwide. The G &Gz team is in direct 
contact with Curaçao Airport Partners (CAP), Curaçao 
Tourist Board (CTB), Curaçao Hospitality and Tourism 
Association (CHATA), the Analytical Diagnostic Center 
(ADC), Curaçao Medical Center (CMC) and Department 
of Immigration.
 
Here are the aforementioned coronavirus figures: Cape 
Verde (55), Mauritius (324), Maldives (28), Seychelles 
(11), Vanuatu (0) and the Union of Comoros (14), it 
would be erroneous to attribute tourism as the key 
reason for comparatively high numbers of cases in 
Mauritius. Of course, more Chinese are attracted there 
so as South Africans. There is propensity that the figures 
may not rise as the island governments have also taken 
strict control measures.
 
Economic Impact of Coronavirus on these Islands
The already weak capacity of health care system on 
these four islands - Cape Verde, Mauritius, Maldives, 
Seychelles, Vanuatu and the Union of Comoros - is likely 
to exacerbate the pandemic and its impact on their 
economies. These islands' coronavirus disease burden is 

not so different from each other. But in 
each case, the key factor is the economic 
models and what these mean for this 
circumstance.
 
As an example, Maldives took an admirable 
step in the health sector. The Maldivian 
government turned the resort island of 
Villivaru in the Kaafu Atoll into a 
quarantine facility, described as "the 
world's first coronavirus resort", where 
patients would enjoy a luxurious stay and 
free medical care. According to Minister of 
Tourism, Ali Waheed, the Maldives had 
2,288 beds available for quarantine as of 
late March 2020.
 
Obviously, other economic implications of 
the coronavirus are detrimental not only to 
public health systems but to trade and 
travel industry. On all the islands, small-
scale agriculture that includes fishing, 
local industries as well as retail markets 
are largely affected. More than 80% of 

people in rural areas depend on subsistence farming for 
survival; however, restrictions on market activities 
would limit market access.
 
It is worth to say that both agriculture and fishing in 
these islands are conducted at subsistence level and for 
small-scale exports. Seafood is very popular and 
resultantly export of seafood is curtailed. The Maldives' 
economy is dependent on tourism, which dropped 
severely due to travel restrictions amid the pandemic. 
Experts warned of an economic contraction and 
possible difficulties paying back foreign debt, 
especially to China.
 
Specifically, it is estimated that the shutdown 
implemented to control the pandemic costs the 
Mauritian economy about 5% of the country's GDP for the 
full 15-day lockdown announced by government on 20 
March. Later, there was sanitary curfew started on 23 
March and was extended up to 15 April 2020. Now, the 
lockdown was again extended till 4 May to further 
contain the spread of the COVID-19 in Mauritius.
 
As already known, Cape Verde, Mauritius, Maldives, 
Seychelles, Vanuatu and the Union of Comoros depend 
mostly on the travel industry. Due to the outbreak of 
this coronavirus, all these governments have imposed 
restrictions on travel to the islands that have the best 
climate and attractive beaches. Travel restriction 
imposed, thus paralyzing tourism industry in all the four 
islands.
 
The Government of Maldives and the Tourism Ministry of 
the Maldives with the guidance of the Health Protection 

COVID-19: The Economic and Social Impact on Ocean Islands
By KesterKennKlomegah*

TO BE CONT’D 
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ealth Authorities in 
L i b e r i a  h a v e  Hrecorded eight (8) 

new cases of the novel 
Coronavirus, bringing total 
confirmed cases in the country 
to 99, including eight (8) 
deaths, as of Monday, April 20, 
2020 with 19 health workers 
and one journalist affected.

The National Public Health 
Institution of Liberia or NPHIL, 
the government’s institute 
handling the pandemic says 
Montserrado County alone 
have   95 confirmed cases 
followed by Nimba County  
three (3) cases and Grand Kru 
County one (1) case, with total 

deaths at eight (8).
With 99 confirmed cases 

and eight deaths, the country’s 
death rate stands at 9 percent, 
the highest in West Africa. 
Liberia’s increasing death rate 
compares to her neighbors is a 
cause for concern amidst 
predictions by the United 
Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa (UNECA) that Africa 
could see anywhere between 
300,000 and 3.3 million deaths 
from the coronavirus. 

Recently, the Director 
General of the NPHIL, Doctor 
MosokaFallah reminded that 
the best way to stopping the 
spread of the virus is to effect 

a total lockdown of the 
a f f e c t e d  c o u n t i e s :  
Montserrado, Margibi, Nimba 
and Grand Kru.

President Weah recently 
imposed a 14-day lockdown in 
all four counties. 

H o w e v e r,  w i t h  t h e  
announcement of one local 
journalist testing positive of 
the virus, the leadership of the 
Reporters Association of Liberia 
says it is troubled upon hearing 
that one of its members in 
Nimba County is infected with 
the Coronavirus or COVID-19.

RAL President, Cecelia 
Clarke in a press release says, 
the leadership is making 

follow-ups with authorities at 
the Jackson Fiah Doe Memorial 
Hospital in Tappita, Nimba 
County and other reporters 
who are currently quarantined 
to get detailed information as 
soon as possible. 

Madam Clarke calls on all 
reporters to at all time follow 
the health protocols to keeping 
safe.

She notes that COVID-19 is 
not  a  death  sentence,  
expressing optimism the 
e f f e c ted  r epo r t e r  w i l l  
definitely recover from the 
sickness. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne
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Journalist, health 
workers test positive

By Bridgett Milton

he United States 
E m b a s s y  n e a r  TMonrovia announces 

an additional $1 million for 
USAID Liberia programs that 
will provide critical aid for all 
15 Liberian counties — 
including support to the 
count ie s  fo r  re sponse  
activities, identification and 
testing of suspect cases, and 
contact tracing.  

However, it demands from 
the Government of Liberia 
a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  
organizations with which it is 
partnering to maintain the 
h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
transparency.    

Making the disclosure in a 
message to the Government 
and people of Liberia,  
Deputy Chief of Mission and 
Chargé d’Affaires  at the U.S. 
Embassy near Monrovia, 
Alyson Grunder, details the 

fund will support community 
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  r i s k  
communication using local 
partners who can most 
effectively deliver messages 
about prevention and testing.  

“This funding will also 
support quarantine efforts.  I 
note that over the past two 
decades, the United States 
ha s  been  the  l a rge s t  
contributor to Liberia’s 
health sector, laying a strong 
foundation for Liberia’s 
COVID-19 response through 
more than $4 billion in total 
assistance, including more 
than $675 million in health 
assistance”, she notes.

Madam Grunder explains 
that the U.S. Mission health 
team i s  compr i sed of  
representatives of multiple 
U . S .  a g e n c i e s  a n d  
departments, including the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health 
(N IH) ,  the  U.S .  Hea l th  
Resources  and  Se rv i ces  
Admin i s t ra t ion  and  the  
Department of Defense.  

“While these U.S. agencies 
are channeling funding to 
p r o g r a m s  i n t e n d e d  t o  
strengthen Liberia’s health 
system and improve the health 
of all Liberians, I emphasize 
that our assistance efforts 
consist of more than money and 
supplies.”  

She continues that U.S. 
health experts are providing 
technical assistance and 
collaboration on the ground — 
every day and every hour — that 
is foundational to America’s 
support ,  say ing,  “ I  am 
confident that the strong ties 
b e t w e e n  o u r  h e a l t h  
professionals and institutions 
will serve Liberia’s COVID-19 

response efforts, as they have 
underpinned the successful 
responses to Ebola and other 
life-threatening diseases in 
Liberia.”  

C h a r g é  
d’AffairesGrunderemphasizes 
that fighting COVID-19 is the 
top priority right now  at the 
U.S. Embassy, and they look 
forward to Liberian health 
officials and experts, including 
doctors, nurses, laboratory 
scientists and technicians, 
community health specialists, 
public health institutions and 
professionals, and hospital and 
clinic administrators  as well as 
staff  for their advice and 
cooperation.  

“ W e  c o u n t  o n  t h e  
Government ministries and 
agencies as well as the civil 
society organizations with 
whom we work to maintain the 
h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  

transparency.  We want our 
resources to have maximum 
impact and to complement 
the efforts and initiatives of 
the government and of other 
d o n o r  p a r t n e r s  a n d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ” ,  s h e  
underscores.  

The U.S. Chargé d’Affaires 
also notes that as the world 
confronts COVID-19, Liberia 
has many best practices and 
inst itut ional  structures 
already established, such as 
community health workers 
a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
professionals throughout the 
country who are experienced 
and capable. 

S h e  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  
handwashing and other 
precautionary measures are 
well-known to Liberians, as is 
community engagement in 
public health education and 
awareness raising, including 
the pain of stigmatization 
because of infection, and the 
importance of encouraging, 
not deterring, testing.

 “I urged everyone to 
always follow the safety 
strategies that will help 
protect you, your families, 
and your communities:  wash 
your hands frequently and 
carefully, practice physical 
distancing of at least six feet 
as much as possible, wear a 
face mask if available and 
abide by the difficult but 
necessary lockdown measures 
that will stop the spread of 
C O V I D - 1 9 .   W o r k i n g  
collaboratively with its 
internat ional  partners,  
Liberia is well-positioned to 
fight COVID-19 so long as its 
government and people are 
unified and committed.”

She expresses appreciation 
for the profound people-to-
p e o p l e  t i e s  b e t w e e n  
Americans and Liberians, 
adding that through these 
wide-ranging partnerships, 
she and her staff at the U.S. 
Mission are working hard 
every day to support Liberia’s 
COVID-19 response efforts 
and to diminish as much as 
possible the impact of this 
disease on the country’s 
economic and polit ical 
development going forward.

Chargé d’affaires Alyson 
Grunder is the acting head at 
the U.S. Embassy, pending 
appointment of a new U.S. 
Ambassador to Liberia by the 
United States Government 
following the departure of 
Ambassador Christine Elder in 
March.

The U.S. Embassy in Liberia 
early this month provided 
approximately $40 million for 
assistance to Liberia’s health 
sector, as part of it’s nearly 
$100 million annual assistance 
here. -Story by Jonathan 
Browne

U.S. provides additional $1 million

Chargé d’Affaires Alyson Grunder

throughout his stay with the 
COP.

Kolubah’s comments come 
in the wake of Mr. Costa’s 
recent social media post, 
alleging that the COP has stood 
by Yekeh, adding that the 
group’s lawyers have been 
representing the lawmaker in 
court with all expenses 
covered by COP.

According to kolubah, he 
did not want to be a part of 

Rep. Kolubah suspends
COP’s January 2020 protest, 
but he was begged to do so by 
the youths of the pressure 
group.

He complains that it is 
disheartening to be called a 
liability by COP chairman after 
using his own resources on the 
COP without receiving a dime 
from the group up to the time 
of his trial.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley
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TRULY INDEPENDENT
With Emmanuel B. Juduh 

anchester  C i ty  
s t r i k e r  S e r g i o  MAguero will host 

Spanish lessons for children as 
part of the BBC's new 
homeschooling service. 

The coronavirus lockdown 
has forced the closure of 
schools throughout the 
country with parents having 
to devote their time to 
teaching their children from 
home.

The Argentinian, who has 
lived in the UK for nine years 
following his move from 

to achieve a certain thing, 
expressing regret that the CPP 
was unfortunately heading in 
a different direction.

He promises to give details 
regarding why he is leaving 
the CPP, noting that he wants 
to stay with his party 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) which is a member of 
the CPP.

“I don’t depend on party to 
support me when I’m with 
them. In fact, the day the ANC 
Standard Bearer makes 
statements about me, I will 
surely leave the ANC. That’s 
what makes me a man,” he 
says in response to inquiry if 
he would leave the ANC.

Kolubah explains that he 
does not want to be a liability 
on the COP, as allegedly 
suggested by the group’s 
chairman Henry P. Costa, as he 
chal lenges the group’s 
e x e c u t i v e s  i n c l u d i n g  
Montserrado County Senator 
Darius Dillon, Mo Ali and Henry 
Costa to provide all the 
evidence to back claim that 
they have supported him 

“Let me say this to the public 
and my supporters that I’m 
g o i n g  t o  s u s p e n d  m y  
membership from the CPP, and 
will call a press conference to 
do that. After suspending my 
membership, I am done. That’s 
how I do my things,’ Kolubah 
told a local radio Monday, 20 
April.

The tough - talking lawmaker 
narrates that he joined the CPP 

ne of the opposition 
lawmakers here, ORep. YekehKolubah 

says he is suspending his 
membe r s h i p  w i t h  t he  
Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP), a day after he resigned 
from the pressure group 
Council of Patriots (COP) 
which is backed by the 
opposition bloc, CPP.
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"It's a tough time for 
children at the moment, and 
also for parents trying to keep 
them focused on the i r  
education from home," he said.

"The BBC are doing brilliant 
work to help and I'm honoured 
to be able to play a part."

Aguero will be joined by 
other celebrities such as 
Eastenders star Danny Dyer 
(history), Professor Brian Cox 
(science) and Sir David 
Attenborough (wildlife) in 
being recruited to take on the 
role of stand-in teachers.

Atletico Madrid, will put his 
bilingual skills to use to help 
children in their distance 
learning for BBC's Bitesize Daily 
programme.

The content will be available 
on TV and online starting from 
Monday, April 20 to mark what 
would have been children going 
back to school after the Easter 
holidays.

Aguero's lessons, which will 
include counting numbers, will 
run for two weeks and the 31-
year-old, a father of one, said 
he is "honoured" to do his bit.

We Offer The Following Printing Services:

- Newspapers, Magazines
2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  2 colors Heidelberg printing machines  - Flyers, Posters, Calendars 

- Brochures, Letterhead 

- Receipts, Invoices  

-  Souvenirs, Gifts

-  Designs,  etc...

The NewDawn PressThe NewDawn Press

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Rep. Kolubah suspends membership with CPP

By Lewis S. Teh 

BBC hire Aguero to teach for homeschooling service
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