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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

ore  than  200  
doctors from Cuba Mare due to arrive in 

South Africa to help fight 
coronavirus.

The medics left on a plane 
that first carried a donation 
of South African medical 
supplies to the Caribbean 
island, its embassy in 

Pretoria said.
They are among 1,200 

healthcare workers sent to 
battle Covid-19 in 22 countries 
that have requested help from 
the communist state.

South Africa is to begin 
eas ing  s t r ic t  lockdown 
restrictions next month.

More than 1.5 million 

South Africa, which did not 
end until 1994 when anti-
apartheid leader Nelson 
M a n d e l a  w a s  e l e c t e d  
president.

Cuba is well known for its 
medical diplomacy, though it 
has  not  been without  
controversy.

The US government under 
President Donald Trump has 
urged countries not to accept 
Cuban medical missions, 
accusing the country of 
exploiting its medics - 
allegations Havana denies.

Cuba, with 1,337 recorded 
cases of Covid-19 and 51 
deaths, has the world's 
highest ratio of doctors to 
popu la t i on  and  began  
preparing for the virus early.

According to the Reuters 
news agency, it is renowned 
for its focus on prevention and 
c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t a t e d  
primary health care to fight 
epidemics.-BBC

people will be allowed to 
return to work, some schools 
will reopen, deliveries of hot 
food will be permitted and 
cigarettes will be back on 
sale.

But the sale of alcohol and 
public gatherings will still be 
banned.

The country, which at one 

point was following the UK's 
infection curve, has stunned 
observers in the way it has 
slowed the spread of the 
virus, says the BBC's Andrew 
Harding from Johannesburg.

It has recorded 4,361 cases 
of coronavirus, including 86 
deaths.

Special relationship
The Cuban doctors - 

arriving in Johannesburg late 
on Sunday night - are to be 
dep loyed  to  d i f fe rent  
provinces by South Africa's 
Department of Health, Cuba's 
a m b a s s a d o r  R o d o l f o  
BenítezVerson has said.

The two countries have 
close ties as Cuba was 
instrumental in the fight 
against white-minority rule in 

i g e r i a n  s t a t e  
gove rno r s  have  Nasked President 

M u h a m m a d u B u h a r i  t o  
approve the compulsory use 
of face masks in public as 
confirmed coronavirus cases 
rise, according to a letter 
seen by Reuters on Saturday.

The 36 governors believe 
Buhari's approval is needed to 
ensure a  uniform and 

coordinated policy at federal 
and state levels to tackle the 
virus, the letter from the 
Nigeria Governors' Forum (NGF) 
said.

The presidency declined to 
comment on whether Buhari 
had received the letter or 
would act on the advice.

Two presidency sources said 
the request had taken the form 
of a suggest ion to the 

president's task force on 
COVID-19. They said the task 
force would brief him on the 
suggestion on Sunday.

Nigeria reported 114 new 
cases of the coronavirus on 
Friday, bringing its total to 
1,095, with 32 deaths. A total 
of 28 states have so far 
reported cases, and more 
than  ha l f  a re  i n  t he  
commercial hub, Lagos.

With 200 million people, 
Nigeria is Africa's most 
populous country. Some 20 
million reside in Lagos.

The  governors  want  
B u h a r i ' s  n e x t  s e t  o f  
coronavirus measures to 
incorporate a lockdown on 
flights and on interstate 
movement, restrictions on 
l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  
overnight curfews, as well as 
making the use of face masks 
in public compulsory.

The movement of food, 
beverages, medical and 
pharmaceuticals, petroleum 
supplies and agricultural 
products should be exempt, 
said the governors, who on 
Thursday agreed to ban 
interstate movement for two 

he head of Sudan's 
Sovereign Council, Tthe body leading a 

three-year transition to 
civilian rule, has accused 
members of the former ruling 
party of trying to infiltrate the 
armed forces to sow instability

Lt-Gen Abdel  Fattah 
Abdelrahman al-Burhan told 
state media that efforts were 
under way to arrest those 

members of the National 
Congress Party who were 
involved in what he called 
" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
activities".

He also dismissed reports of 
friction between the civilian 
and military components of 
the transitional government 
that was put in place following 
the overthrow of Omar al-

weeks.
Lagos and Ogun states, as 

well as the capital Abuja, are 
already under federally 

Bashir as president last 
April.

Mr Bashir,  76, was 
arrested after the coup and 
sentenced in December to 
two years for corruption in a 
social reform facility.The 
political situation in Sudan 
remains precarious after 
l a s t  y e a r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
transition led to many once-

power fu l  i nd i v idua l s ,  
especially in the military, 
being sidelined.

Las t  month ,  Pr ime  
Minister Abdalla Hamdok 
survived what was described 
as an assassination attempt 
when his convoy was 
attacked in the capital, 
Khartoum.BBC

imposed lockdowns, while 
various states have instigated 
the i r  own conta inment  
measures.-Reuters

Cuban doctors go 
to South Africa

Image copyrightEPAImage: The Cuban doctors are to 
be deployed to different provinces in South Africa

Nigeria's governors seek to make 
face masks compulsory in public

Spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Nigeria

Sudan ex-leader's allies 
‘trying to infiltrate army'
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ASHINGTON, DC – Running parallel to the 
global battle against the coronavirus Wpandemic is a tug of war between two 

competing narratives about how the world ought 
to be governed. Although addressing the pandemic 
is more urgent, which narrative prevails will have 
equally far-reaching consequences.

The first narrative is straightforward: a global 
health crisis has further demonstrated the need 
for multilateralism and exposed the fallacy of go-
it-alone nationalism or isolationism. The second 
narrative offers the counterview: globalization 
and open borders create vulnerabilities to viruses 
and other threats, and the current struggle for 
control of supply lines and life-saving equipment 
requires that each country first take care of its 
own. Those in the first camp regard the pandemic 
as proof that countries must come together to 
defeat common threats; those in the second see it 
as proof that countries are safer standing apart.

At first blush, COVID-19 seems likely to 
corroborate the argument for a more coordinated 
international approach. Given that the 
coronavirus does not stop at national borders, it 
stands to reason that the response should not be 
constrained by them either.

This makes perfect sense from a public-health 
perspective. If COVID-19 persists anywhere, it will 
remain an incipient threat everywhere, regardless 
of efforts to wall it off. The more widely that 
testing kits and, when discovered, treatments and 
vaccines, are distributed, the faster the pandemic 
will be vanquished. The more that scientific 
knowledge is shared, the faster those drugs will be 
developed. And, in the meantime, the more that 
governments coordinate on matters such as travel 
restrictions and social distancing, the smoother 
the exit from this crisis.

The pandemic also would seem to call for greater 
collective efforts to resolve deadly conflicts, and 
not only as a means of helping vulnerable local 
populat ions.  Owing to the addit ional  
socioeconomic stress introduced by the pandemic, 
ongoing intra- or inter-state conflicts could lead to 
a further loss of governmental authority or even 
state collapse in countries already near the 
breaking point. Beyond the obvious human costs, 
this would create new and growing pockets where 
COVID-19 could spread unchecked; larger 
migration flows over less regulated borders; and 
greater opportunities for violent non-state actors 
to exploit the chaos, take root, and expand.

Finally, there is a clear economic rationale for 
pursuing international cooperation. By helping the 
hardest-hit countries, all countries can soften the 
blow they will experience from the looming global 
meltdown.

Yet the pandemic also strengthens the pull of the 
rival view. Crises tend to intensify and accelerate 
preexisting trends – and severe crises all the more 
so. The COVID-19 pandemic has coincided with a 
period of mounting populist and nativist resistance 
to globalism and the post-war international order, 
fueled by inequities both within and between 
countries.

The global economic system that emerged 
following the end of the Cold War has benefited 
the few at the expense of the many, its detractors 
say, not without reason. Similarly, the United 

Nations has come to seem like a relic, favoring 
victors of a long-ago war, reflecting obsolete power 
relations, and denying a sufficient voice to countries 
of the global south, many of which had yet to achieve 
independence by the time the UN was founded in 
1945. In parallel, and especially since the 2008 
global financial crisis, socio-economic discontent 
has given rise to various forms of populism, nativism, 
and authoritarianism in countries ranging from 
Russia, Turkey, and Hungary to Brazil, Israel, and the 
United States.

These dynamics could well be strengthened by the 
COVID-19 crisis. One vision of the future looks like 
this: In the coming months and years, dire domestic 
needs will make international solidarity seem like an 
unaffordable luxury. As national economies 
contract, resources will shrink, and governments 
will struggle to provide for their own populations. 
Political leaders will find it exceedingly difficult to 
justify allocating funds to foreign development 
assistance, international health and relief 
organizations, refugees, or diplomatic initiatives. 
Mounting discontent at home will translate into even 
greater anger and disillusionment toward the 
international system.

Moreover, any remaining US claim to global 
leadership will have been battered, owing to the 
Trump administration’s mishandling of the 
pandemic, the sense that it was unable to care for its 
own, let alone others, and the perception that it 
withdrew into itself when the chips were down. 
Ch ina ,  buoyed  by  i t s  camera- f r iend ly  
demonstrations of generosity at the height of the 
crisis, might step up to fill the leadership vacuum. 
But it also could find itself weighed down by its own 
botched handling of the outbreak, and by the 
domestic political implications of a profound 
economic contraction.

Regardless of who (if anybody) emerges on top, it is 
hard to believe that the socioeconomic despair 
caused by the pandemic will not prepare the ground 
for an even stronger nativist and xenophobic surge. 
In many countries, the scapegoating of foreigners 
and minorities has already begun.

Might a superior, stronger international order 
emerge at some point? Perhaps. Even before 
achieving victory in World War II, the Allied powers 
began to devise a post-war order designed to 
prevent the reoccurrence of another global 
conflagration. That order had profound weaknesses. 
Although it created the illusion of global 
governance, it could never be more effective than 
whatever the rival powers at its core would allow. 
For all its successes, one can also list monumental 
failures.

And yet, the system that arose from the 1940s was 
clearly preferable to what preceded it. In 2020, one 
can only begin to imagine what it would take to 
create a new, more sustainable order that addresses 
growing concerns about equality and in which more 
countries can find a voice. In the meantime, we may 
have to navigate a new world in which a free-for-all 
abruptly replaces existing arrangements. Even if the 
chaos proves temporary, it would be a sad, 
disruptive, and dangerous coda to the post-war era.

COVID-19 has laid bare the costs of confronting a 
global crisis with a flawed international system. The 
only worse outcome would be to confront the next 
crisis with no system at all.

At first blush, the coronavirus pandemic seems likely to corroborate the argument 
for deeper international cooperation to confront shared global challenges. But 
crises tend to intensify and accelerate preexisting trends – in this case, the rise of 
anti-globalist nativism.
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WHILE DOCTORS AND nurses on the frontline of the COVID-19 
fight in Liberia are getting infected (current infection toll at 
34) with the virus primarily because of lack of basic protective 
gears in our hospitals, the executive under President George 
Weah is busy ditching out US$195,000 to 30 senators on Capitol 
Hill as sitting fees.

ONE HUNDRED AND three (103) members of the House of 
Representatives are also poised to receive several thousand 
United States Dollars as their share of the sitting fees for the 
recent Joint Resolution at the Capitol, endorsing the State of 
Emergency submitted by President Weah to fight the novel 
coronavirus.

BUT ORDINARY LIBERIANS are fuming with anger over what 
they see as clear mixed priority by the government when the 
country's health sector and workforce lack basic equipment to 
work with.

   
THE 14 MILITARY Hospital, which is the government's main 
quarantine center for COVID-19 patients, lacks Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU), standard laboratory, Oxygen and X-ray machine, 
among other vital tools in the middle of a major health crisis 
yet legislators on Capitol Hill are practically holding the 
executive in ransom for calling them from break to endorse a 
State of Emergency in helping to fight the COVID-19.

WE WONDER WHEN the government would prioritize 
protection for doctors, nurses and other health workers across 
the length and breadth of this country that are  leading the 
fight against an invincible virus that has brought the entire 
world to its knees.

SOME LIBERIANS ARE asking whether lawmakers at the Capitol 
have conscience or care for the people they claim to 
represent. With death toll in the tiny country now passed 100 
and active cases climbing to another hundred, including over 
500 contacts out there in the public, many are asking when 
does the actual battle against COVID-19 start. 

EVEN AS THE lawmakers line the pockets with thousands of 
dollars, a senior member of the Joint Security - the director of 
the Liberia Drug Enforcement Agency Soakpa, was pronounced 
dead from the virus. We thought this would have sent a very 
strong message to the authorities on the need to stop playing 
lip-service and get serious. 

BUT IT SEEMS to be business as usual in the midst of a creeping 
human catastrophe this country is seriously ill-prepared for.

SECURITY FORCES DEPLOYED in the streets to help enforce 
lockdown and the State of Emergency are not being properly 
cared for or to put it bluntly, they are left to fend for 
themselves, while the executive is giving a group less than 200 
nearly half of million for performing the job for which they 
were elected.

MANY HOSPITALS ACROSS this nation are without ambulances 
lest to talk about Intensive Care Units, Oxygen, facemasks, 
and gloves, among others to enable them handle COVID-19 
cases and other health problems. Yet our lawmakers continue 
to milk the national coffer at the expense of more urgent 
priorities.

Where lies the 
government’s priority?
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The International Order After COVID-19

By Robert Malley
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Africa has learned the hard way that international cooperation is key to saving 
lives and extinguishing epidemics. But the mixed global response to the current 
COVID-19 pandemic, with many countries closing their borders and restricting 
exports of vital goods, suggests that the world is forgetting this lesson.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

AIROBI – Africa is no stranger to epidemics and public-health crises. Ebola is 
estimated to have killed more than 11,000 people in West Africa in 2014-16, Nand more recently claimed over 2,000 lives in the eastern Democratic Republic 

of the Congo. Because of their fragile health systems, African countries were able to 
control this deadly disease only with the support of other governments, the World 
Health Organization, and non-governmental organizations such as Médecins Sans 
Frontières.

Africa has learned the hard way that international cooperation is key to saving lives 
and extinguishing epidemics. But the mixed global response to the current COVID-19 
pandemic suggests that the world is in danger of forgetting this lesson.

Perhaps understandably, governments have focused on their domestic situation and 
their citizens’ needs. Many countries reacted to the outbreak by closing their borders 
and attempting to solve their own health crises first before helping others. But such 
an approach will have unintended consequences. And too many governments have 
paid scant attention to how their preventive measures may negatively affect poor and 
vulnerable countries in particular.

For example, 60 governments have imposed export restrictions on medical 
equipment such as ventilators and personal protective equipment – more than half 
since the beginning of March. Some countries are limiting exports of essential drugs 
for treating COVID-19 symptoms. And a growing number are banning exports of food 
products, including rice, wheat, and eggs, in order to guarantee their own countries’ 
food security.

True, the World Trade Organization allows its members to impose trade restrictions 
such as export bans in certain limited cases. But the proliferation of such measures 
could negatively affect the food security of countries that depend on international 
trade for the bulk of their needs – including many of Africa’s least-developed 
economies.

COVID-19 is not only hitting trade, of course. The accelerating pandemic is also 
exacting a shocking human and economic toll, first and foremost in terms of lost lives, 
but also as a result of bankruptcies, job losses, and mental-health problems.

Crucially, policymakers must not lose sight of the opportunities presented by the 
African Continental Free Trade Area, which is expected to become operational later 
this year. African governments have rightly invested a lot of hope in the AfCFTA. By 
removing tariffs and other trade barriers, the agreement can foster significant 
growth in trade, investment, and employment throughout the continent. Such growth 
is urgently needed, because intra-African exports accounted for less than 17% of the 
continent’s total exports in 2017 (the comparable figures for Europe and Asia were 
68% and 59%, respectively).

That means African economies’ interconnectedness with the rest of the world is vital 
to their survival during the pandemic, and to their eventual recovery and growth. 
Africa therefore should be at the forefront of those calling on G20 members and other 
governments to abide by the letter and spirit of their WTO commitments and eschew 
protectionism.

Unnecessary export restrictions on food, medical equipment, and essential drugs can 
have far-reaching consequences for the multilateral trading system and the global 
economy. Such measures will not only impede progress in managing the current crisis, 
but will also compromise African countries’ longer-term efforts to tackle poverty and 
improve living standards.

Now more than ever, therefore, WTO members should give full effect to the WTO Doha 
Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health. This declaration recognizes 
the fragility of African countries’ health systems and promotes their access to 
essential medicines to deal with public-health crises, including HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, malaria, and other epidemics such as COVID-19.

At the same time, African countries, for their part, should remove tariffs and simplify 
customs clearance procedures for imports of essential drugs and equipment. And 
when confronting health crises, they must make full use of information and 
communication technologies wherever possible, facilitate the exchange of African 
health experts, and involve the private sector in the same manner as during the Ebola 
epidemic. By working collaboratively with existing African economic communities 
and political bodies, governments will ameliorate the impact of COVID-19 and future 
public-health crises.

In a matter of a few weeks, COVID-19 has flattened the world, making everyone 
vulnerable and fearful, but also reminding us how interdependent we all are. Instead 
of wasting this crisis, the international community must now seize the opportunity to 
strengthen global cooperation and facilitate trade. That means rejecting 
protectionism, which would only prolong the pandemic and deepen the already-
severe global recession.
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ARIS – The COVID-19 pandemic has hit EU member states hard, and will continue to 
confront the bloc with significant economic challenges. Yet, from a Pmacroeconomic perspective, Europe’s policy response so far has been 

encouraging, because it includes strong incentives for sustainable growth, solidarity, and 
economic stability.

European governments have committed to pursuing unprecedented fiscal measures in 
response to the crisis, and – equally important – markets seem to have deemed these 
measures appropriate. Recent sovereign-debt offerings by Portugal and Italy were priced 
at very low rates and were largely oversubscribed. Across Europe, sovereign-bond yields 
are similar to what they were at the end of 2019. Although spreads and credit-default-
swap pricing on certain European governments’ debt have widened, they are nowhere 
near the levels seen in previous shocks. In other words, the fragmentation of European 
financial markets is much more contained than it was in 2009 or 2012.

Moreover, there are good reasons to believe that the COVID-19 policy response will play 
out differently than the one that followed the 2008 financial crisis, even though the 
recession might be deeper this time. S&P’s forecast anticipates that GDP will contract by 
6% in Germany, 8% in France, and 10% in Italy this year, and that debt-to-GDP ratios will 
soar as a result of the recession and the unprecedented fiscal response.

However, from a macroeconomic perspective, debt-to-GDP levels do not reveal much 
about debt sustainability if taken out of context and treated as static. A more telling and 
dynamic indicator is the oft-overlooked three-band interplay between a country’s 
primary budget balance, its interest burden, and its economic growth rate.

Though government debt-to-GDP levels will rise in 2020, those increases will reflect a 
one-off fiscal response to a unique non-economic shock. Unlike the events leading to the 
2008 crisis, which started in the financial sector, the COVID-19 pandemic is first and 
foremost a health crisis, albeit one with far-reaching economic implications, including 
higher unemployment, lower asset prices, higher default rates, and more non-
performing loans.

S&P’s current base-case outlook for the third quarter of 2020 through 2021 anticipates 
that once the pandemic lockdowns end, growth will resume and once again exceed real 
interest rates. Hence, we expect economic rebounds of more than 4% in Germany, and of 
more than 6% in France and Italy. In this scenario, primary budget balances would 
improve, and debt-to-GDP levels would decline across most European countries. Equally 
promising for Europe’s recovery, interest rates on European government debt have fallen 
by some 400 basis points since the global financial crisis, while per capita GDP has grown 
by 5%.

Another positive sign is the composition and sequencing of today’s policy response, which 
is quite different from previous crises. As some commentators have noted, during the 
2008 crisis, precious time was lost debating issues such as European ring-fencing and the 
details of new policy instruments. Whereas the US Federal Reserve launched its first 
quantitative-easing program in 2008, it took the European Central Bank another seven 
years finally to expand its balance sheet and start its own QE program.

This time, the policy response has been much faster, as well as generous and consistent 
with the best economic theory. Within a month of most nationwide lockdowns, the ECB’s 
balance sheet had already expanded by €500 billion ($540 billion), equivalent to 4% of 
eurozone GDP. And while much more remains to be done, the current trajectory and scale 
of the fiscal and monetary expansion offers hope that the pandemic’s blow to GDP will be 
a short-term phenomenon.

To be sure, some would argue that the EU does not do enough to support distressed 
governments, or to close the divide among EU member states. The EU is yet to have its 
“Hamilton moment” of fiscal transfer, and a common treasury probably will not come 
anytime soon. Still, it is not as though the EU has spent the current crisis auditing public 
accounts or caviling over the Stability and Growth Pact. On the contrary, it very quickly 
relaxed its budget rules and guidelines on state aid, thereby allowing member states to 
support their economies and health systems as needed.

Moreover, EU finance ministers have devised a safety-net mechanism through which the 
EU budget will be made available to fund partial employment benefits, thus softening 
the painful fiscal shock at the national level. The EU also is considering using the 
European Stability Mechanism to fund national health-care expenditures, which would 
provide still more short-term relief.

Taken together, these quick policy actions indicate that the EU’s response is already 
miles ahead of its reaction to previous crises. And at the European Council, EU heads of 
state and government agreed to work toward establishing an EU recovery fund to shore 
up the member states’ economic prospects. The lessons learned from the so-called 
Juncker Plan establishing a European Fund for Strategic Investments will be useful in 
laying the foundations for a fund dedicated to post-pandemic recovery.

COVID-19 will undoubtedly leave its mark on European economies. National GDPs will not 
return to their late-2019 levels for at least two years, and that could have implications 
for credit. But if the EU recovery plan that is now under discussion turns out to be bold, 
forward-looking, and appropriately aligned to other growth-friendly programs such as 
the European Green Deal, it could help European economies become more sustainable, 
competitive, and cohesive far into the future.

Although the sudden stop imposed by COVID-19 is having far-reaching consequences for 
European Union economies, the EU's policy response has already far surpassed its efforts 
to mitigate past crises. Europe may not be out of the woods yet, but it is clearly on the 
right path.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

 
 

 
 

Europe’s Welcome Pandemic Response

By Sylvain Broyer

Protectionism Is No 
Cure for Pandemics

By Amina Mohamed
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ddis Ababa -- As the Coronavirus, COVID-19 
Pandemic rages throughout Europe and the AUS, countries around the world have been 

facing shortages of personal protective equipment, 
diagnostic testing kits, ventilators, and difficulties 
of tracing people who may have come in contact 
with COVID-19-infected persons. This has put 
countries under pressure to find solutions to these 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Two ingenious Africans, Dr. Dougbeh Christopher 
Nyan of Liberia and YosehSeyoum of Ethiopia have in 
their possession urgently needed solutions for Africa 
and the world. Now, the governments of Ethiopia 
and Rwanda have taken notice and interest of the 
two scientific innovations.

DougbehNyan is a German-trained medical 
doctor and a National Institutes of Health (NIH)-
trained infectious disease scientist. He invented a 
rapid pathogen diagnostic test that can detect many 
infections and identify them at the same time in less 
than an hour. Dr. Nyan’s test has been granted a 
Patent by the US Trademark and Patent Office and 
won several awards.

The test, now called the Nyan-Test, has the 
ability to detect the Coronaviruses SARS and MERS 
as well as the novel Coronavirus (COVID19). The test 
detects HIV, Zika, Ebola, Hepatitis viruses, Malaria 
and other infections. 

“When I was developing this diagnostic test, I 
made it to be portable, simple to use, and 
affordable for the developing countries and the 
disadvantage communities in the developed world, 
hence the test can be used anywhere in the world,” 
said Dr. Nyan, the Chief Medical and Scientific 

Office of Shufflex Biomed. 

While tracing contacts of infected persons have 
remain paramount to the mitigation process, 
YosephSeyoum, a software developer from Ethiopia, 
has developed a proprietary web-based platform and 
app that can report, track patients and map 
Coronavirus hotspots without compromising 
confidentiality. The app can be used to identify 
symptomatic patients using GPS & smartphone 
technology, said Yoseph, the CEO and Founder of 
PhantomALERT.

“My Application spots potential infection-clusters 
through symptoms reported by the people using the 
app in the different communities and gives the 
indication of hotspots before the disease spreads. Once 
the hot spots are identified, public health contact 
tracers can then move into the communities, screen, 
assist, and isolate symptomatic patients for 
quarantining,” Yoseph said.

He added that, “imagine if everyone in the Africa 
with Coronavirus-like symptoms such high fever, cough 
could instantaneously report their locations, 
temperature, and other symptoms using our App, we 
could immediately identify clusters and send 
containment teams and help.”

“Testing kits are in short supply in Africa as the 
Western donor countries on which African always 
depends are also struggling for COVID-19 testing kits 
and personal protective gear for healthcare workers,” 
stated Dr. Nyan.

Dr. Nyan further stated that, “once PhantomALERT 
identifies clusters of infected communities, then 
specimen can be taken and tested with our multiplex 

diagnostic test which provides the results to public 
health workers within less than an hour.” 

Ethiopia and Rwanda, two countries in Africa that 
are investing in healthcare technology have spotted 
the combined benefit of Dr. Nyan’s rapid diagnostic 
test and Yoseph’sPhantomALERT. Dr. Nyan’s test can 
be produced in bulk to meet Africa’s needs for 
COVID-19 diagnostic testing kits. 

Already, Dr. Nyan has collaborative relation with 
the Military Hospital in Rwanda and the Department 
of Tropical and Infectious Diseases at the Institute of 
Primate Research in Kenya. At various levels of the 
Ethiopian government, discussions are going on to 
incorporate the usefulness of the two technologies 
in the fight against COVID-19. 

Feature    Feature
Two Ingenious Africans Offer Innovative Solutions in Fight
Against COVID-19 Pandemic, Ethiopia and Rwanda show Interest

Dr. Dougbeh Chris Nyan, M.D. of Liberia (Left) and Mr. YosephSeyoum of Ethiopia (Right)
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ontserrado County 
D i s t r i c t  1 6  MRep re sen ta t i ve  

Dixon Siebo says he has not 
received any $6,500, as 
claimed by some senators.
Speaking to this paper 

Sunday, 26 April, Rep. Siebo 
said for two years now, 
nothing came to any legislator 
to run their office or as 
operations funds, claiming 
that they have been running 
their offices from their 

he political leader 
for the opposition TM o v e m e n t  f o r  

Progressive Change (MPC) 
b u s i n e s s m a n - t u r n e d  
politician Simeon Freeman, 
threatens to take the 54th 
Liberia Legislature to court, if 
it failed to re-convene within 
7 to10 days to withdraw the 
recent Joint Resolution, 
endorsing the State of 
Emergency in order to make 
amendments.

According to him, prior to 
President Weah’s request to 
the legislature, the Ministry 
of Health should had issued a 
proclamation, detailing all 
those things they had 
indicated, which had already 
passed, including the  21 days 
closure of schools, churches 
and mosques and lockdown of 
Montserrado and Margibi 
counities, among others.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference on Friday in 
Monrovia, he argues further 
that such proclamation 
should have been attached to 
the President's quest before 
calling the legislature for 
joint resolution.

Mr. Freeman says by now 
chu rche s  s hou ld  have  

s the Government of 
Liberia lobbies for Asupport in the current 

fight against the deadly 
Corona virus pandemic, a 
private insurance company 
here, Society Africa Re-
assurance or SAR donates 
US$50,000 to the Ministry of 
Health towards combating the 
virus.

Making the donation last 
Friday at the ministry in Congo 
Town,  Act ing  Manag ing  
Director Philip Cooper, said the 
gesture is intended to enhance 
government’s efforts in the 
COVID-19 fight.

 Mr. Cooper said his 
company operates in 12 
African countries and has since 
maintained close partnership 
with Africans.

He said SAR provides 
insurance coverage for  
security institutions, including 
t h e  e l i t e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

Executive Protection Service, 
the Liberia Immigration 
Service, the National Security 
Agency and the Ministry of 
Health, respectively, adding, 
the board of directors of SAR 
deems i t  necessary  to  
contribute to the fight against 
the virus.

He said having insurance 
c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  
government, SAR is under 
moral obligation to assist the 
government during this critical 
health crisis, which has 
overwhelmed the country and 
the world at large.     

Mr. Cooper encourage 
Liberians to respect all health 
protocols, especially, social 
distancing, observing that 
while driving to town, he saw 
most Liberians still not 
r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  
distancing, something, he 
noted could contribute to high 

increase of new cases.
H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  

government especially, the 
Joint Security to be more 
robust in enforcing the health 
protocols.

“Our brothers and sisters 
that are in the market places 
should respect the social 
distance. I think government 
should create more awareness 
to the people. It is very 
dangerous at this stage for 
people to still disrespecting 
the social distance. When you 
visit the various market places, 
you think things are normal but 
things are not really. The 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
should come up with schedules 
of how marketers can sell 
based on the schedules,” the 
SAR executive suggested.

 Receiving the donation on 
beha l f  o f  government ,  
Liberia’s Health Minister, 
Doctor Wilhelmina Jallah 

thankedthe SAR management 
for the cash donation and 
encouraged others to follow 
suit.

Doctor Jallah said bulk 
gathering of people is a serious 
recipe for spread of the Corona 
v i r u s . S h e  a p p e a l e d  t o  
everyone within the borders of 
Liberia to adjust or observe 
preventive measures in 
ensuring a successful fight 
against the global pandemic.

She disclosed there are 
global appeals for supports to 
African countries to help boost 
health sectors on the continent 
to vigorously fight the COVID-
19.

The Health Minister also 
urged residents to continue 
washing their hands, keep 
s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e ,  w e a r  
protective masks and have 
hands washing stations in place 
everywhere.

p o c k e t s .
Siebo's assertions came Sunday 
as the public here take 
l a w m a k e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
Senators, to task on moral 
grounds for accepting US$6,500 
from the Executive after signing 
the state of emergency and 
approving a proposed US$25m 
s t i m u l u s  p a c k a g e .

Sen. Abraham Darius Dillon, a 
key opposition lawmaker, calls 
it operational cost, but Sen. 
Prince Johnson, an ally of the 
ruling establishment, calls it 
sitting fee.  

Howeve r,  Rep .  S i ebo  

w o n d e r s  w h y  s h o u l d  
lawmakers take any money 
called 'operational funds' 
when there are health issues, 
saying the timing is wrong and 
it don't make sense. 

Siebo argues that what 
happens in the Senate may 
not happen in the House of 
Representatives, saying if 
senators received money, he 
is a representative and not a 
senator. 

According to Siebo, the 
two senators are giving 
different reasons why they 
received the money because 
t h e y  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  
misplaced and don't know 
issue in the Senate, urging 
their people to rethink as 
these senators receive money 
without knowing what the 
money is intended for.  

According to Rep. Siebo, 
legislators have not received 
anything for this year so they 
were considering using any 
allotment that will be made as 
operation since they have 
been running their offices 
f r o m  t h e i r  p o c k e t s .
But he tells this paper that 
such fund has not been made 
available as at the time of this 
interview, insisting that he 

Explaining further, Siebo says 
has not received any money.

More headline news   More headline news
2020                              
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reopened because the Ministry 
of Health’s 21 days have been 
exhausted, observing that the 
President's State of Emergency 
address didn't mention that 
churches should remain closed, 
and that the Joint Resolution by 
the legislature didn't mention it 
either.

According to him, the 
Constitution of Liberia forbids 
suspension of rights, explaining 
that if rights are to be 
suspended, reasons should be 

provided, likewise timeframe 
or duration. 

However, he acknowledges 
that rights may be suspended 
during a State of Emergency, 
but if the legislature passes a 
document  and  doesn ' t  
indicate the kinds of rights 
that should be suspended, 
that means the State of 
Emergency is not enforced.

The MPC leader continues 
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“I have not received any $6,500
--Rep. Siebo

By Bridgett Milton

MPC leader to take legislature to court, if 
By Ethel A. Tweh

SAR donates US$50,000 
to COVID-19 fight

Mr. Simeon Freeman

Rep. Dixon Siebo
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t least 34 Liberian 
health workers on Athe battle line to 

f i g h t  o f f  t h e  d e a d l y  
coronavirus here have fallen 
as victims the disease, Grand 
Kru Country Senator Peter 
Coleman has disclosed.

The Grand Kru Senator 

noted that it is scaring for 
health workers to be affected 
with the virus in such huge 
number, something he says 
could scare off other health 
workers.

Dr. Coleman, a former 
Health Minister under the 
Charles Taylor regime told 

res ident George 
Manneh Weah has Prenewed the “Stay 

Home” order by additional 
two weeks  with  some 
enhancements, including the 
compulsory wearing of 
facemasks by everyone in 
public, an Executive Mansion 
release discloses.

The enhanced measure 
came Friday, 24 April as the 
initial 14 days stay home 
ordered was approaching its 
expiration announced on 8 
April by the president to 
contain the spread of the 
Coronavirus disease.

According to the release, 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
determined this is necessary 
in order to sustain the fight 
against the disease in the 
country.

Ea r l i e r  t h i s  month ,  
President Weah announced a 
State of Emergency to be 
observed throughout the 
country. During this period, 
the joint security command 
and the Chief of Staff of the 

reporters on the grounds of the 
Capitol Building over the 
weekend that this has enforced 
the  concern  about  the  
protection of health workers, 
saying this is one major concern 
the government is facing. 

He stressed that this is a 
major concern because it is 
important to enable them stay 
engage in the fight against the 
virus-adding it would be 

dangerous for those on the 
battle front to run away from 
the battle line.  

Dr. Coleman who heads the 
Senate Health Committee said 
this is why the government is 
putting in place mechanism for 
more protective and safety 
gears for health workers.

Armed Forces of Liberia were 
ordered to enforce the 
different measures that were 
pronounced.

Among these measures were 
orders to:

 1) Quarantine the 15 
counties

 2) Ensure everyone in 
Montserrado, Margibi, Nimba 

He opined that the virus is 
ravaging the country and as 
such, it needs the collective 
efforts of all Liberians.

He narrated that during 
the Ebola fight, lot of the 
medical equipment brought in 
the country at the time were 
left over, adding that some of 
those equipment are now 
being used for the fight 
against the COVID-19.

Coleman admits that the 
virus is currently in seven of 
the 15 counties suggesting 
that the engagement and the 
respectability of the health 
protocols must be adhere to 
at all times.

The Senator explained that 
Maryland, River Gee, and 
Sinoe Counties are latest 
counties to report confirmed 
cases, indicating that the rest 
of the unaffected counties are 
at the preparedness stage, 
while the affected ones are in 
responding stage.

The Grand Kru County 
lawmaker explains that the 
State of Emergency and the 
lockdown is necessary and 
timely, saying at the time the 
president declared the State 
of Emergency, the number of 
confirmed cases of the virus 
were lower but currently, the 
number of confirmed cases 
have dramatically increased 
to 120 with eight deaths 
reported so far.

Dr. Coleman, who claimed 
to be working closely with the 

he World Health Organization (WHO), established to 
oversee, monitor and tackle global health problems, is Tmobilizing for additional funds to overcome coronavirus 

which it declared pandemic late January 2020.
 
The coronavirus pandemic has, undoubtedly, changed the ways 

of life, impacted on the capacities of health infrastructure and has 
disrupted the economic supply value chain with attendant 
negative impact on global economies. As the world grapples with 
the challenges of the coronavirus, there is a need for solidarity, 
unity of purpose and better coordination to overcome this 
common enemy.

 
In order to find long-term and sustainable solutions to the 

pandemic, WHO has been collaborating with the United Nations, 
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and regional 
organizations such as African Union, G20 and BRICS. Besides, there 
is a strong cooperation in the format Russia-India-China (RIC). It is 
also making ways through bilateral and multilateral mechanisms.

 
Foreign countries are contributors to the functioning of World 

Health Organization. For example, U.S. is the single largest funder 
of the organization, providing more than $400 million each year – 
about 15% of its total budget. WHO has come under criticisms. 
Many countries especially the United States and Britain, believe 
that WHO's reluctance to confront China over its handling of the 
coronavirus outbreak is the reason it has now become a pandemic.

 
As the world leaders pledged to accelerate work on tests, drugs 

and vaccines against COVID-19 and to share them around the 
globe, the United States stayed away from an initiative launched 
on April 24 by the World Health Organization.

 
According to Reuters report, French President Emmanuel 

Macron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa were among those who joined a video 
conference to launch what the WHO billed as a "landmark 
collaboration" to fight the pandemic. Leaders from Asia, the 
Middle East and the Americas also joined the videoconference, but 
several big countries did not participate, including China, India 
and Russia.

 
The aim is to speed development of safe and effective drugs, 

tests and vaccines to prevent, diagnose and treat COVID-19, the 
lung disease caused be the novel coronavirus - and ensure equal 
access to treatments for both rich and poor. "We are facing a 
common threat which we can only defeat with a common 
approach," WHO Director General, TedrosAdhanomGhebreyesus, 
said as he opened the virtual meeting.

 
South African leader Cyril Ramaphosa is the chair of the African 

Union. Currently, Russia holds the rotating chair of BRICS. BRICS is 
also coordinating efforts of its members to help in finding solution 

and Grand Kru stay at home 
for two weeks -  with 
except ions  g ranted  to  
designated essential persons 
and businesses

 3) Require all to be indoors 
by 3pm

 4) A directive to the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs to 
engage marketers in order to 
m a k e  " s a t i s f a c t o r y  

More headline news   More headline news
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34 health workers affected
-Dr. Coleman
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Weah extends "STAY HOME" order
-under state of emergency
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Understanding BRICS, 
WHO and COVID-19

By KesterKennKlomegah*

Senator Peter Coleman
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ontrairement au 
sénateur du comté Cde Montserrado, 

Abraham Darius Dillon, selon 
lequel les 6500 dollars qu’a 
reçus chacun des sénateurs 
de Capitol Hillaprès avoir 
approuvé l'état d'urgence et 
le plan de relance soumis par 
le président Weahétaient des 
fonds opérationnels, le 
s é n a t e u r  P r i n c e  
YormieJohnson, lui, a fait 
savoir qu’il s’agissait d’une 

FrançaisFrançais

compensation pour la séance 
extraordinaire car ils avaient 
été rappelés alors qu’ils étaient 
déjà en congé de Pâques.

Le Sénat libérien a empoché 
un total de 195 000 $ US la 
semaine dernière, au moment 
où les agents de santé, les 
médecins et les infirmières en 
première ligne de la lutte 
contre le nouveau coronavirus 
réclament des équipements de 
protection individuelle, y 
compris des masques faciaux, 

Le juge Gbeisaya aussi 
condamné le troisième accusé 
James NyumahDorkor à une 
p e i n e  d e  s i x  m o i s  
d'emprisonnement avec sursis, 
sous réserve qu'il restitue une 
partie de l’argent dans six mois 
et prenne l’engagement de 
payer le reste dans 12 mois.

Annonçant les peines jeudi 
23 avril, le juge Gbeisay a 
rappelé que le tribunal, à l'issue 
d'un procès régulier, a jugé les 

trois prévenus coupables de 
délit de détournement de 
fonds publics, crime du 
premier degré, vol de plus 
d'un million USD, crime du 
deuxième degré et complot 
criminel.

L e s  t r o i s  a n c i e n s  
fonctionnaires du ministère 
de la Défense attendaient leur 
condamnation après avoir été 
condamnés au cours d’un 
procès pour détournement de 
fonds. Les fonds en question 
avaient été déduits depuis 
2009 des salaires des agents 
des Forces armées du Libéria 
(AFL) dans le cadre d’une 
épargne spéciale qui devrait 
s e r v i r  d e  p e n s i o n  
supplémentaire en cas de 
retraite.

Selon le juge Gbeisay, 
l’emprisonnement ferme de 
deux ans infligée à Samukai et 
Johnson a été commué en 
emprisonnement avec sursis 
sous réserve qu’ils choisissent 
de procéder à la restitution 
des fonds, faute de quoi, ils 
purgeraient leur peine 
complète.

En outre, le juge Gbeisay a 
déclaré que bien que l'accusé 

L e  j u g e  
YamieQuiquiGbeisayde la 
Cour pénale «C »a condamné 
l'ancien ministre de la 
Défense Brownie Samukai et 
son adjoint Joseph P. Johnson 
à deux ans d'emprisonnement 
avec sursis, sous réserve qu'ils 
remboursent une partie du 
montant total dans six mois et 
prennent l’engagement de 
payer le reste dans les 
prochains 12 mois.

des gants et des désinfectants 
pour les mains, pour mieux 
faire leur travail.

Le sénateur Johnson a 
déclaré à Truth Breakfast 
Show jeudi 23 avril qu'il avait 
personnellement reçu 6 
500,00 $ US de cemontant, 
qu'il décrit comme des 
"miettes", défendant qu'il 
s'agissait d'une pratique 
législative normale qu’on 

Sen. Abraham Darius Dillon Sen. Abraham Darius Dillon Sen. Prince Yormie Johnson

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

n e  o r d o n n a n c e  
j ud i c i a i r e  r endue  Upublique à Monrovia 

interd i t  aux  t r ibunaux 
libériens de mettre en prison 
des personnes infectées ou 
soupçonnées d'être infectées 
par un coronavirus, dans le 
cadre d'une série de mesures 
prises par le pouvoir judiciaire 
dans le respect des protocoles 
de santé pendant la crise 
sanitaire ici.
«Et en aucun cas une partie 
infectée ou soupçonnée d'être 
infectée par le coronavirus ne 
sera incarcérée ; au contraire, 
il faut contacter rapidement 
les autorités sanitaires», 
i n d i q u e  l ’ o r d o n n a n c e  
judiciaire signée par le juge 
en chef du Liberia Francis S. 
Korkpor et les quatre juges 
associés.
Le Libéria qui maintient l'un 
des taux de mortalité les plus 
élevés de la maladie à 
coronavirus dans la sous-

région a enregistré 120 cas, 
avec onze décès et 25 guéris.
Après que les législateurs ont 
récemment prolongé à 60 
jours l’état d'urgence décrété 
par le président George 
Manneh Weah pour empêcher 
la propagation rapide du 
coronavirus, le pouvoir 
judiciaire a annoncé jeudi 23 
a v r i l  q u ' i l  r é d u i r a i t  
temporairement ses effectifs 
dans les tribunaux.
L'ordonnance judiciaire a 
ordonné qu'à part les crimes 
graves, tous les tribunaux 
doivent utiliser les options 
disponibles en vertu de la loi 
o u  d e s  e n g a g e m e n t s  
personnels, pour éviter que 
les défendeurs ne soient 
incarcérés.
Il a ordonné que chaque 
tribunal subordonné ait un 
maximum de quatre employés 
de soutienau travail chaque 
jour, y compris un greffier, un 
huissier et un shérif.Mais la 

restriction n'inclut pas les 
agents  de sécur i té  et  
d'entretien des tribunaux.
En vertu de l'ordonnance 
judiciaire, tous les tribunaux 
de la République sont tenus de 
réduire les activités au strict 
m i n i m u m  d a n s  l e u r s  
juridictions respectives.
La Cour suprême a déclaré 
qu'elle se concentrerait 
davantage à l'heure actuelle 
sur la rédaction d'opinions 
dans les affaires déjà 
entendues et que seuls les cas 
urgents de grande envergure 
d'intérêt national et les 
allégations de violations des 
droits en vertu de cet état 
d ' u r g e n c e  s e r a i e n t  
prioritaires.
Il donne donc mandat aux 
tribunaux de circuit et 
spécialisés de donner la 
préférence à ce stade aux 
requêtes en bref d'habeas 
corpus et à d'autres questions 
de violations alléguées des 

droits fondamentaux des 
citoyens et des résidents 
sortant de cet état d'urgence.
L'ordonnance judiciaire note 
que deux affaires au plus 
doivent être attribuées par 
jour, indiquant qu'une affaire 
doit être entendue le matin et 
la suivante l'après-midi, et 
seuls les justiciables des 
parties et leurs avocats sont 
autorisés dans les salles 
d'audience pour éviter le 
surpeuplement.
En outre, le pouvoir judiciaire 
s u spend  l e s  cou r s  de  
formation de magistrat 
professionnel à l'Institut 
judiciaire James A. A. Pierre 
et ordonne que les activités 
judiciaires normales dans 
toute la République soient 
fermées à 14 heures, du lundi 
au vendredi jusqu'à nouvel 
ordre.

2020                              
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Les 195 000 USD sont-ils destinés aux opérations 
des sénateurs ou est-ce une compensation?

Une ordonnance judiciaire interdit l’emprisonnement 
des prévenusinfectés au coronavirus                                                            

Le ministre Samukaicondamné à deux 
ans d’emprisonnement avec sursis
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ASHINGTON – Parallèlement à la bataille 
mondiale contre la pandémie due au Wcoronavirus se livre une lutte acharnée entre 

deux récits concurrents sur la meilleure façon de 
gouverner le monde. Si l’urgence est aujourd’hui de 
répondre à la pandémie, la victoire de l’un ou l’autre de 
ces récits sera tout aussi lourde de conséquences.

Le premier des deux récits est simple : la crise sanitaire 
mondiale démontre, s’il en était encore besoin, la 
nécessité du multilatéralisme et expose au grand jour 
l’imposture du nationalisme égocentrique et de 
l’isolationnisme. Le second récit en prend le contre-
pied : la mondialisation et l’ouverture des frontières 
créent des vulnérabilités envers les virus et d’autres 
types de menaces, tandis que la lutte actuelle pour la 
maîtrise des chaînes d’approvisionnement et 
l’obtention de médicaments et d’équipements vitaux 
oblige chaque pays à se préoccuper d’abord de lui-
même. Celles et ceux qui se rangent dans le premier 
camp considèrent la pandémie comme la preuve que les 
pays doivent s’unir pour vaincre des menaces communes 
; celles et ceux qui appartiennent au second y voient la 
démonstration que les pays sont d’autant plus en 
sécurité qu’ils se tiennent à l’écart.

Au premier abord, le Covid-19 apparaît comme une 
confirmation raisonnable de la nécessité d’une 
approche internationale mieux coordonnée. Le 
coronavirus ne s’arrêtant pas aux frontières nationales, 
il semble logique que la réponse à la contamination ne 
soit pas non plus limitée par ces dernières.

Du point de vue de la santé publique, c’est parfaitement 
juste. Tant que le coronavirus persistera quelque part, il 
demeurera une menace latente partout ailleurs, quelles 
que soient les digues – ou les murs – qu’on lui oppose. 
Plus les tests de dépistages et, lorsqu’ils seront 
découverts, les traitements et les vaccins seront 
largement distribués, plus vite la pandémie sera 
vaincue. Plus sont partagées les connaissances 
scientifiques, plus vite ces médicaments pourront être 
découverts et fabriqués. Et, dans l’intervalle, plus les 
États travailleront en bonne entente afin de maintenir 
les restrictions de déplacement et de promouvoir la 
distanciation sociale, moins il sera douloureux de sortir 
de la crise.

La pandémie semble aussi encourager le renforcement 
des initiatives collectives dans la résolution de conflits 
meurtriers, en allant au-delà de l’aide apportée aux 
populations locales vulnérables. Étant donné les 
tensions socio-économiques accrues induites par la 
pandémie, les conflits actuels, intérieurs ou 
interétatiques, pourraient conduire à une perte 
d’autorité des gouvernements impliqués, voire à 
l’effondrement de l’État dans des pays déjà proches du 
point de rupture. Au-delà de l’évidence des coûts en vies 
humaines, cela créerait de nouvelles poches, capables 
de s’étendre, où aucun contrôle ne pourrait plus 
s’exercer sur la contamination par le Covid-19 ; cela 
viendrait grossir le flux migratoire à travers des 
frontières moins surveillées, et offrirait à des acteurs 
non étatiques violents de nouvelles opportunités 
d’exploiter le chaos, de prendre racine et de s’étendre.

Il y a enfin de bonnes et claires raisons économiques à la 
coopération internationale. En aidant les pays les plus 
durement frappés, ce sont tous les pays qui peuvent 
atténuer le choc dont ils vont faire l’expérience lors de 
la débâcle mondiale en perspective.

Introducing the Project Syndicate referral program, a 
new way to earn points, discounts, and more – and to 
support our mission – simply by sharing PS with your 
friends and colleagues.

Mais la pandémie renforce aussi les attraits des 
conceptions opposées. Les crises tendent à 
l’intensification et à l’accélération des tendances 
préexistantes – et les crises graves plus encore. La 
pandémie de Covid-19 coïncide avec une période de 
résistance populiste et nativiste de plus en plus forte au 
multilatéralisme et à l’ordre international de l’après-
Seconde Guerre mondiale, résistance nourrie par les 

inégalités qui se creusent tant au sein des pays qu’entre 
eux.

Le système économique mondial issu de la fin de la guerre 
froide bénéficie à quelques-uns, aux dépens des plus 
nombreux, affirment, non sans raison, ses détracteurs. De 
même, les Nations Unies semblent devenues une relique 
de relations obsolètes entre puissances vainqueures d’une 
guerre lointaine, refusant aux pays du Sud global, dont 
beaucoup n’accédèrent à l’indépendance qu’après la 
fondation de l’ONU, en 1945, la voix à laquelle ils peuvent 
légitimement prétendre. Parallèlement, et notamment 
depuis la crise financière mondiale de 2008, 
l’insatisfaction socio-économique a suscité différentes 
formes de populisme, de nativisme et d’autoritarisme dans 
des pays qui vont de la Russie, de la Turquie et de la 
Hongrie au Brésil, à Israël et aux États-Unis.

Ces dynamiques pourraient fort bien se voir renforcées par 
la crise du Covid-19. Et elles déboucheraient sur une vision 
de l’avenir ressemblant à ceci : dans les mois et les années 
à venir, des besoins intérieurs absolus donneront à la 
solidarité internationale l’apparence d’un luxe 
inabordable. Avec la contraction des économies, les 
ressources viendront à manquer, et les gouvernements 
s’affronteront pour approvisionner leurs propres 
populations. Les dirigeants politiques se heurteront à des 
difficultés insurmontables lorsqu’il s’agira de justifier le 
financement de l’aide internationale au développement, 
des organisations sanitaires et de secours mondiales, de 
l’assistance aux réfugiés ou de l’action diplomatique. La 
montée des mécontentements à l’intérieur se traduira par 
un ressentiment, une désillusion plus grande encore envers 
le système international.

En outre, toute velléité des États-Unis au leadership 
mondial aura été brisée par le piètre comportement de 
l’administration Trump face à la pandémie, le sentiment 
qu’elle aura donné d’être incapable de prendre en charge 
ses propres problèmes, sans parler de ceux des autres, et 
l’impression qu’elle n’a su que se replier sur elle-même 
dans un moment difficile. La Chine, soutenue par ses 
démonstrations de générosité, complaisamment 
médiatisées, au plus fort de la crise, pourrait se porter 
candidate au leadership laissé vacant. Mais elle pourrait 
aussi se trouver accablée par le poids de sa propre 
incapacité à réagir rapidement lorsque s’est déclarée 
l’épidémie, et par les conséquences politiques d’une 
importante contraction économique.

Quel que soit le pays qui aura le dessus (s’il en est un), il est 
difficile de penser que le désespoir socio-économique 
causé par la pandémie ne préparera pas le terrain d’une 
résurgence xénophobe et nativiste encore plus forte. Dans 
nombre de pays, étrangers et minorités sont déjà désignés 
comme boucs émissaires.

Un ordre international meilleur et plus fort pourrait-il, à 
un moment donné, voir le jour ? Peut-être. Avant même 
d’être parvenus à la victoire lors de la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale, les Alliés avaient commencé de mettre en place 
l’ordre de l’après-guerre, pour éviter que ne survienne une 
nouvelle conflagration mondiale. Cet ordre avait de 
profondes faiblesses. Bien qu’il eût créé l’illusion d’une 
gouvernance globale, il ne put jamais être plus efficace 
que ne le permirent les puissances rivales qui le 
garantissaient. Malgré tous ses succès, on peut aussi 
dénombrer ses échecs monumentaux. 

Et pourtant, le système qui naquit des années 1940 était 
indubitablement préférable à celui qui l’avait précédé. En 
2020, on ne peut que commencer à imaginer ce qui serait 
nécessaire à la création d’un nouvel ordre, plus durable, 
qui répondrait aux inquiétudes de plus en plus vives 
suscitées par les inégalités et auquel de plus nombreux 
pays auraient leur mot à dire. Dans l’intervalle, il nous 
faudra peut-être apprendre à nous diriger dans un monde 
nouveau, où la foire d’empoigne aura brutalement 
remplacé les accords existants. Même si ce chaos s’avérait 
temporaire, il serait un triste épilogue à l’après-guerre, 
déstabilisant et dangereux.

Le Covid-19 révèle ce qu’il en coûte d’affronter une crise 
mondiale lorsqu’on ne dispose que d’un système 
international déficient. Rien ne pourrait être pire que faire 
face à la prochaine crise sans aucun système du tout.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

rencontre dans beaucoup de 
pays du monde, comme par 
exemple au Nigéria, au Kenya 
et en Ouganda.

Selon lui, lorsque les 
législateurs sont en congés et 
que le président les rappelle 
pour des affaires urgentes, ils 
ont droit à une compensation. 
C'est ce qui s’est passé.

Le parlement ougandais a 
été critiqué après que les 
législateurs se sont alloués un 
total de 2,6 millions de dollars 
pour, disent-ils, lutter contre 
la pandémie de COVID-19, 
selon la BBC. Les législateurs 
ont dit avoir utilisé cet argent 
pour nourrir leurs électeurs. 
Mais la Haute Cour peut leur 
o rdonner  de  re s t i tuer  
l'argent.

Au début de ce mois, le 
Parlement ougandais a adopté 
un budget supplémentaire de 
80,2 millions de dollars 
destiné à soutenir la lutte 
contre la propagation du 
COVID-19, dont 2,6 millions 
de dollars en rémunération 
des législateurs, soit environ 
5250 dollars par membre.

Le sénateur PYJ a qualifié 
ses compatriotes libériens de 
jaloux, pour avoir critiqué les 
législateurs qui, selon eux, 
seraient des gens sans cœur 
et égoïstes. Beaucoup disent 
que cet argent aurait dû être 
dirigé vers le secteur de la 
santé ou utilisé pour payer des 
fonctionnaires qui sont 
actuellement confinés dans 
leurs maisons, pour acheter 
de la nourriture pour leur 
famille.

Une vingtaine d'agents de 
santé ont été testés positifs 
au virus. Un ancien sénateur 
dont la quarantaine a pris fin 

le mercredi 22 avril après avoir 
passé 21 jours en isolement, a 
déclaré que l’hôpital militaire, 
qui a été choisi par le 
gouvernement pour la mise en 
quarantaine des patients 
atteints du COVID-19, ne 
dispose pas d'unité de soins 
intensifs (ICU), de laboratoire 
standard, de machine à 
oxygène et à rayons X, entre 
autres outils vitaux.

L'ancien sénateur du comté 
de Maryland, John Ballout, a 
été libéré mercredi del’hôpital 
militaire avec plusieurs autres 
après 21 jours de surveillance.

D e s  s o u r c e s  a v a i e n t  
précédemment affirmé que 
chaque sénateur avait reçu 9 
000 $ US, mais le sénateur 
Dillon, s’exprimant au micro de 
la radio Joy Fm, a précisé que 
chaque sénateur avait plutôt 
reçu 6 000 $ US et que le 
montant était destiné à couvrir 
les frais de fonctionnement des 
législateurs.

Selon des rumeurs, les 
membres du parlement ont 
signé la résolution commune en 
raison du paquet financier mis à 
leur disposition. Ce qu’a 
démenti le sénateur Dillon, 
tout en déclarant que le plan de 
relance et l'état d'urgence ont 
été approuvés parce que les 
sénateurs étaient convaincus 
c’était pour le bien-être des 
citoyens et la quiétude de 
l'État.

A la question de savoir si le 
fait de recevoir cet argent ne 
constituait pas un acte de 
corruption, il a répondu que 
c'était pour adopter le plus 
rapidement possible les deux 
documents et que le montant 
n'a rien à voir avec la 
corruption.

avec une peine de prison 
maximale de cinq ans.

Il a ajouté que la peine 
minimale d’emprisonnement 
n’ayant pas été précisée, il 
revient vraisemblablement au 
tribunal de première instance 
d’en décider en tenant compte 
des circonstances atténuantes.

Le juge Gbeisaya rappelé 
que, dans son jugement 
définitif, le tribunal avait 
ordonné la restitution de 687 
656,35 $ US aux fonds de 
retraite de l'AFL et de 460 000 $ 
US au compte de l’Etat du 
Libéria. Le tribunal avait, selon 
lui, aussi ordonné une enquête 
pour savoir si les prévenus 
avaient déjà des casiers 
judiciaires avant de prononcer 
leur peine.

« Le rapport a été déposé 
auprès du greffier du tribunal et 
le synopsis indique qu'il 
n ' a t r ouvé  aucun  ca s i e r  
judiciaire contre aucun des 
accusés », a-t-il fait savoir. Il a 
cependant conclu que les 
cr imes  te l  que commis  

James NyumahDorkor ait 
choisi de se réserver le droit à 
la confidentialité sur son état 
de santé, le tribunal, compte 
tenu de son état physique et 
de son rôle mineur dans la 
commission du crime, l'a 
condamné à six mois de 
prison.Le juge Gbeisaya 
ajouté que la peine de six 
mois infligée à Dorkor est 
également commue en 
emprisonnement avec sursis, 
mais encore faut-il que le 
défendeur restitue l’argent, 
sous peine de purger sa peine 
de six mois dans une prison.

Le juge a expliqué qu'en 
vertu des chapitre 50.5 et 15, 
l’article 15.4 de la loi pénale, 
le détournement de fonds 
publics est un crime du 
premier degré avec une peine 
d'emprisonnement maximale 
de 10 ans, le vol de biens dont 
la valeur dépasse 50 000est un 
crime au deuxième degré 
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L’ordre international après le Covid-19

Par Robert Malley

Le ministre Samukaicondamné

Les 195 000 USD sont-ils 
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lawmakers were taking a break 
for few days for the Easter 
when they were called back. 
He continues that when they 
are called back from their 
annual break by the Executive, 
they are paid for the month for 
which they are called. 

But he explains that they 
have not been paid for this 
call, adding that when they 
sign their approval for the 
state of emergency, it was 
clear that any resources that 
were available should go to the 
health issues first. 

Siebo believes that what 
President George Manneh 
Weah did to extend the 
lockdown was good, though he 
says he still has issue with the 
implementation. He expresses 
hope that health authorities 

can deal with this in time. 
Siebo says he thinks the 
lockdown has not been 
uti l ized, cr it ic iz ing the 
government's approach of 
allowing people to remain 
outside from the morning hours 
until 3pm as if the virus is at 
sleep during the time that 
people are allowed to move 
about. 

He believes that the 
coronavirus cases in increasing 
because most of the people 
that were considered as 
contacts are being tested 
positive and that more tests 
are being done.  

Siebo concludes that he has 
created his district corona task 
force to get rid of this virus. 
—Edited by Winston W. Parley

that President Weah said that 
under the 14days lockdown, 
people are allowed to go out 
but should be indoor by 3:00PM 
but didn't say churches 
shouldn't open.

According to him, the 
legislature made an error so 
they should withdraw the Joint 
Resolution and re-convene to 
properly state the right 
provisions, warning that if 
these things are not done 
within 7 to 10 days, he would 
go to the Supreme Court to 
pray for revocation of the 
resolution.

Turning to other issues, 
F r e e m a n ,  a  f o r m e r  
presidential candidate,notes 
the US$25 million stimulus 
package the government 
wants to use to distribute food 
to citizens, should instead, go 
towards procuring PPEs and 
o ther  e s sent ia l  hea l th  
materials for hospitals in the 
country, because nurses and 
doctors are being exposed to 
the Coronavirus pandemic.

He says it will be difficult 
for the government to 
distribute food just within 
Montserrado before talking of 
covering the whole country, 
which he notes, could take up 

to  s ix  months ,  as  the  
authorities would have to 
n u m e r a t e  h o u s e s  i n  
Mont se r rado  and  o ther  
procedures before the actual 
distribution. 

Instead of food distribution, 
he says the US$25 million 
should be spent on acquiring 
more testing kits and creating 
more testing centers in the 
counties.

On the question of payment 
of loans for market women,he 
such exercise lacks specificity 
as to actual beneficiaries, 
explain, "After this state of 
emergency, the government 
will come up and say they spent 
a whole lot on loans and they 
will credit so many fake 
businesses that they paid loan 
for like they did in the US$25 
million mop up exercise that 
they created Susu clubs around 
here that they said benefitted 
from the money." 

The businessman-turned 
politician has been out of the 
public since this year though he 
remains a strong critic of ruling 
establishments both in the past 
and even now. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

MPC leader to 

health authorities at this 
critical period, announced 
that with support from the 
Chinese government and 
people, Liberia can now 
conduct test for over 25 cases 
at the Samuel K. Doe Sport 
Stadium which is the only 
testing center so far.

He said the government is 
a l s o  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
es tab l i shment  o f  four  
additional testing centers 
across the country especially 
in counties that are badly hit 
and start conducting testing 
in all affected counties.

Speaking on the Liberian 
Senate involvement in the 
fight against the virus, 
Coleman intimated that the 

to COVID-19. Russia, India and China are in very 
strong positions in the group or association. 
China and India have huge population. Despite 
its vast territory, Russia's population estimated 
at 147 million is slightly higher than Japan in 
the Pacific Ocean.

 
China, a leading global player and admirable 

worldwide business footprint, said it would 
donate a further $30 million to the World 
Health Organization, which is seeking more 
than $1 billion to fund its battle against the 
coronavirus pandemic that has killed more than 
180,000 people worldwide. "At this crucial 
moment, supporting WHO is supporting 
multilateralism and global solidarity," Hua 
Chunying, spokeswoman of China's Foreign 
Ministry, said on Twitter.

The donation aimed to support the global 
fight against COVID-19, in particular 
strengthening health systems in developing 
countries, she said, adding that China had 
already donated $20 million to the WHO on 
March 11.

According to an executive decree posted to 
foreign ministry's website, Russia will 
contribute $1 million to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to fight the coronavirus. 
"Allocate budget funding of $1 million from the 
federal budget for one-time voluntary 
contribution to the World Health Organization 
for coronavirus infection fight measures 
implementation," the document reads.

 
The same decree earmarks about $804,795 

to fund expenses of the Vector Institute and the 
Central Research Institute of Epidemiology, 
"connected to production and shipment of tools 
for laboratory diagnosis of the novel 
coronavirus infection, and material and 
technical support to countries of Eastern 
Europe, Trans-Caucasus, Central and Southeast 
Asia, the Middle East, Africa and South 
America."

 
As stipulated by the guidelines, Russia 

assumed the rotating presidency of the BRICS 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) 
regional association since January, 2020. BRICS 
has established as a multilateral structure, and 
as reliable association pushing for fair, 
democratic and multipolar world order.

 
Russia continues to expand strategic 

partnership of the organization, working on 
strengthening foreign policy coordination on 
various multilateral platforms. Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov heads the foreign 
ministers of the BRICS association of countries. 
On April 28, this group plans to hold an 

leadership of the senate has set 
several  sub committees  
including health, security, 
monitoring of the loan scheme 
and factors as captured in the 
State of Emergency document.

He noted that the senators 
will not leave the fight against 
the COVID-19 during this State 
of Emergency period with the 
Executive Branch only, instead 
senators will closely monitor 
and work with all stakeholders.

Coleman also used the time 
to disclose that government 
and partners have dispatched 
medical supplies and other 
essential equipment to the 
l e e w a r d  c o u n t i e s  f o r  
distribution.

Also speaking during the 

extraordinary videoconference to exchange 
opinions on possible joint measures to oppose the 
coronavirus pandemic.

 
"At Russia's initiative, the foreign policy chiefs 

of the BRICS countries will hold an extraordinary 
conference in a video format under Russian 
Foreign Minister Lavrov's chairmanship on April 
28," the Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

The foreign ministers will "focus on aspects of 
the influence of the crisis prompted by the 
outbreak of the coronavirus infection on 
international relations. The ministers will 
exchange opinions on possible joint measures the 
five countries could take to oppose Covid-19 and 
address the financial, trade-economic, and social 
consequences of the pandemic," the statement 
said.

 
"The parties will also consider relevant aspects 

of the development of a five-sided strategic 
partnership, including a calendar of events during 
Russia's presidency of the BRICS this year," it said.

 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey 

Ryabkov said during an online launch of the 
Moscow-based Higher School of Economics' report 
on Russia's foreign policy, "Our organization keeps 
an eye on the fight against COVID-19. Russia 
considers various aspects of the issue during its 
chairmanship of BRICS. Health experts maintain 
contacts. We will also consider various political 
aspects of the situation within BRICS."

 
The Russian diplomat added that BRICS was an 

appropriate platform for such cooperation, "given 
the scientific capabilities of its members, 
particularly in the fields of healthcare and 
pharmaceutical industry." "Each of the countries is 
making its own contribution to these efforts. We 
will bring it all together during our chairmanship 
so that at the end of the year we can say that 
BRICS has made another step forward," Ryabkov 
emphasized.

 
On April 23, TASS report said that BRICS 

member states could increase their funding of the 
World Health Organization and expand medical 
cooperation with other states due to the US 
decision to withdraw its contributions to the 
organization. "A few days ago, the US announced 
that it would withdraw or suspend funding of the 
World Health Organization. BRICS states could 
make a statement, in which they would announce 
their increased contributions to this organization 
that plays a central role in the global anti-
pandemic governance," according to Dmitry 
Suslov, deputy head of the Center for 
Comprehensive European and International 
Studies of the Higher School of Economics 
National Research University. 

interview, Lofa County 
Senator Steve Zargo, who 
h e a d s  t h e  S e c u r i t y  
Committee, said that his 
committee will report to the 
plenary of the Liberian Senate 
this Wednesday, April 29, on 
the update.

Senator Zargo said that all 
concerns being raised during 
the period of the State of 
Emergency including the 
establishment of checkpoints, 
the patrol of security officers 
in communities, how violators 
will be handled and other 
matters will be closely 
monitored and finding will be 
submitted to the plenary of 
the Liberian Senate for proper 
action.

34 health workers

Weah extends 
a r r angement s "  f o r  t he  
operations of markets during 
this period.

However, on the advice of 
health authorities and in light 
of the unresolved crisis, the 
gove rnment  s ay s  i t  i s  
extending the stay-at-home 
order to all 15 counties in the 
country.

 Also, it says healthcare 
workers and other service 
providers are mandated to also 
wear hygienic gloves in 
addition to the facemasks 

when interacting with the 
public.

Any non-compliance to 
these measures, as have been 
observed in the past, could 
lead to arrest by the security 
forces. The government says it 
will work to ensure facemasks 
are made available for public 
use.

The threat from COVID-19 is 
existential; everyone is 
therefore urged to do their 
part in every way possible to 
defeat this unseen enemy. 

Understanding BRICS
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the current measures put in 
place as a result of the deadly 
C o r o n a v i r u s  d i s e a s e ,  
sensitizers will be unable to 
reach other parts of the 
country, adding this year’s 
celebration of WorldMalaria 
Day is in different approach.

According to him, thisthis 
year’s approach was designed 
toprovide major awareness 
about the threat of malaria 
a n d  C O V I D - 1 9  t o  
familieswithin thirty (30) 
communities. 

As part of the efforts to 
ensure that these awareness 
messages reach the targeted 
communities, the NMCP has 
recruited about 90 volunteers 
who will be able to reach 15 
households per day in six days.

The NMCP Director also 
stated that during the 
awareness, volunteers will 
distribute flyers both on 
Malariaprevention and the 
effect of COVID-19 on the 
human body. 

P e r s o n a l  P r o t e c t i v e  
Equipment, including nose and 
facial masks, gloves, and hand 
sanitizers, among others to 
keep safe.    

Senator Johnson told Truth 
Breakfast Show Thursday, 23 
April that he personally 
received US$6,500.00 of the 
amount, which he describes as 
“chicken change”, defending 
that this is normal legislative 
practice in many parts of the 
world,  including Nigeria, 
K e n y a  a n d  U g a n d a ,  
respectively.

He says when lawmakers 
had left for break and the 
President calls them for urgent 
business, they are entitled to 
compensation and that’s what 
the money received is meant 

Pratt said malaria is the 
common cause of deaths 
among children and it is the 
reason most people go to 
clinics /hospitals.

Discussing more onmalaria, 
heexplained that malaria is a 
s i c k n e s s  y o u  c a n  g e t  
frommosquito bite mostly 
during evening or night hours.  
He further explained that 
when a mosquito bites a person 
with malaria it transfers the 
sickness to another person 
through bites.

Mr. Pratt also pointed out 
that the best way toprevent 
malaria is to sleep under 
treated mosquito nets. “These 
treated mosquito nets aresafe 
and not harmful to anyone, 
even children and pregnant 
women,” he added.

Meanwhile, this year’s 
World Malaria Day celebration 
is being sponsored by the 
Government of Liberia and 
partners.

for.
Uganda's parliament has 

come under scrutiny after 
l e g i s l a t o r s  a l l o c a t e d  
themselves a total of $2.6 
million to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to the 
BBC.  Lawmakers say the funds 
are being used to feed 
constituents.  But the High 
Court may order them to 
return the money. 

Early this month, Uganda’s 
p a r l i a m e n t  p a s s e d  a  
supplementary budget of $80.2 
million meant to support the 
fight against the spread of 
COVID-19, which included $2.6 
million in pay to legislators, or 
about $5,250 to each member.

embers of the 
H o u s e  o f  MRepresentatives 

are expected to begin 
receiving US7,500 each today 
in the form of benefits to 
cover up for their share of the 
US6500 each given to 
Senators recently as sitting 
fees for passing the State of 
Emergency (SOE) Resolution, 
this writer has learned.

Members of the Liberian 
Senate recently received a 
controversial US6, 500 each-
s o m e  s a y  i t  w a s  a n  
operational money, while 
others say it was a sitting fee 
for passing the SOE at the 
time nurses and doctors on 
the frontline of the COOVID 
19 here are crying out loud for 
protective gears.  

The only publicly known 
fund to have been given from 
government pockets to health 
authorities here to fight 
COVID 19 has been a onetime 
USD750, 000. The health 
authorities are currently 
indebted to hotels where 

suspected COVID 19 patients 
are being quarantine as their 
government embark on 
d i sh ing  out  money to  
lawmakers.

S e v e r a l  H o u s e  
Representatives who spoke to 
this paper on condition of 
anonymity over the weekend 
said they were denied their 
shares of the sitting fees and 
after the issuance of series of 
threats, the Executive have 
decided to reach a negotiated 
settlement with them but this 
time as partial payment of 
their unpaid benefits for the 
last two years.

“Because of what the 
Senate received as sitting 
fees, we have demanded that 
the Executive also pay us. The 
President said the Resolution 
has already been passed so 
what he can do is to pay us 
part of our Health and 
Constituency benefits about 
US2500 and 5000 respectively 
which would amount to 
US7,500 each.” One ranking 
member of the House of 

Representative said.
Another lawmaker said there 

were others who even resisted 
signing the resolution until their 
benefits due them were paid 
but they had to talk them out of 
that. But to hear that their 
colleagues at the upper House 
received US6500 each was 
unfair to them.

“Actually, it was really unfair 
for the Executive to pay the 
Senate US6500 in sitting fees 
and left us (Representatives) 
out,” added another.

The lawmaker said some 
members of the lower house 
have void that any law that 
comes before them they are not 
going to sign for free.

The Lawmaker who was 
blunt said no one should fooled 
the Liberian people that the 
money dished out to Senators 
was operational money-“it was 
money paid out to them for 
signing the State of Emergency 
Resolution.”

“Look, initially we were 
talking about 25k each to reach 
out to our constituents-that was 
c on t a i n e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

resolution. The president got 
angry and said we were greedy. 
So we all left the meeting that 
night. But it seen the (Senate 
Pro-tempore Albert) Chie went 
and mounted pressure and got 
something for the Senate,” the 
lawmaker who sounded pissed 
off went on. 

Asked if he was being honest 
with the truth, the lawmaker 
sounded emphatic: “money 
never drop to our side,” “Look, 
there are times the Senate will 
share money and we at the 
House will not get.”

The lawmaker narrated that 
the reason for such treatment 
being meted out to them is 
because the Speaker appears to 
be afraid of pushing their case 
before the president. “Only 
Acarous Gray and Thomas 
Fallah can make noise for our 
money.”

The lawmaker agrees that 
demanding sitting fees to pass 
resolutions or laws are not the 
right things to do but again 
come to think of the number of 
people trooping to their houses 

and the projects they have to 
carry out singlehandedly they 
just have to.

However, the lawmaker 
said he is hopeful that they 
will begin receiving their 
shares of the benefits this 
week. 

On Senator Abraham Darius 
Dillon’s claim that the 
USD6500 rece ived was  
operational money, the 
lawmaker said he doesn’t 
hate Sen. Dillon but what he 
hates is his hypocrisy, adding 
that he does something else at 
the Senate and come and give 
t h e  p u b l i c  d i f f e r e n t  
impression.

Another Representative 
who pleaded for anonymity 
also told this paper that they 
are expecting their payments 
this week.

But Last Friday River Gee 
County Rep. Francis Dopoh 
defended the USD6500 cash 
bonanza, saying he has been 
running his office for 9 months 
without operational fund and 
that the money was meant for 
operation.

However, Rep. Dixon Siebo, 
claiming that he has not 
received any operational fund 
for the past two years added 
that he did not received any of 
the money that were dished 
out to senators.

On Thursday, Senator 
Prince Yormie Johnson told 
the Truth FM Breakfast show 
that the amount given to them 
was a compensation for extra-
sitting in the wake of their 
Easter Break. But 

Mon t s e r r a do  Coun t y  
Senator Abraham Darius Dillon 
insists that the US$6,500 each 
was for operational fund after 
they endorsed the State of 
Emergency and stimulus 
package  submi t ted  by  
President Weah, 

The Liberian Senate netted 
a total of US$195,000 (not 
180,000 as earlier) last week 
for 30 senators, at the time 
health workers, doctors and 
nurses on the frontline of the 
fight against the novel 
coronavirus are crying for 

Rep. Acarous Gray Rep. Acarous Gray Speaker Bhofal ChambersSpeaker Bhofal Chambers Rep. Thomas FallahRep. Thomas Fallah Rep. Dixon SieboRep. Dixon Siebo Rep. Francis Dopoh Rep. Francis Dopoh 
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More chopping for lawmakers
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TRULY INDEPENDENT
With Emmanuel B. Juduh 

mmanuel Adebayor 
has defended his Erefusal to donate to 

To g o  c a p i t a l  L o m e ’s  
coronavirus battle and 
distanced himself from fellow 
African football stars Didier 
Drogba and Samuel Eto’o.

The 36-year-old, who now 
plays for Olimpia in Paraguay, 
said he does not want to be 
compared with Drogba and 
Eto’o and feels criticised 
b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  n o t  
established a foundation in 
his hometown.

prevention of malaria and 
COVID-19 in the country. 

The celebration, which 
began over the weekend in 
various communities across 
the two counties is expected 
to be climaxed on April 29, 
2020.

Mr. Pratt explained that 
the NMCP is unable to proceed 
w i t h  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  
celebrations this year due to 
the  current  COVID 19  
pandemic, thus compelling it 
to come up with other forms 
of activities to mark the 
celebration of the day.

The NMCP boss the nearly a 
w e e k  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  
sensitization within the 
targeted communities is 
another way of celebrating 
this year’s event.

When asked why the two 
counties were selected for 
such a major awareness 
undertaking when the entire 
country is at risk, Pratt 
responded as saying due to 

Pratt says this year’s World 
Malaria Day here is focusing on 
6000 households in about 30 
communities in Montserrado 
and Margibi Counties with 
massive awareness on the 

he Program Director 
at the National TMala r i a  Cont ro l  

Program (NMCP) of the 
Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare (MOH), Mr. Oliver 
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“I am compared with Drogba 
and Eto’o,” he said during a 
Facebook Live. “However, I am 
neither  of  them. I  am 
Emmanuel Sheyi Adebayor and I 
will always do what I want.

“I do what I want, I eat what I 
want, and this is the most 
important thing. Of course, 
there will be those who criticise 
me because I did not create a 
foundation in Lome.”

The former Manchester City 
and Arsenal forward said he will 
not make a donation after 
feeling mistreated.
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“For those saying I do not 
donate, let me be very clear: I 
do not donate,” he added. “It 
is very simple.

“It is like some people 
bel ieve that  I  brought  
coronavirus to Lome. It is very 
unfortunate but that is how it 
is and that is how this country 
is.”

Drogba and Eto’o recently 
reacted with outrage when 
French professors discussed on 
television the possibility of 
using Africa as a testing ground 
for coronavirus vaccines.

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

6000 household targeted for Malaria & COVID-19 Awareness

I won’t donate like Drogba, Eto’o, says Adebayor

- Liberia Malaria Control Program Director 
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