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he Nigerian military 
has issued a warning Tt o  " s u b v e r s i v e  

elements and trouble makers" 
to desist after a week of 
p ro te s t s  about  po l i ce  
brutality.

The warning came as 
protesters were attacked by 
unidentif ied men with 
machetes in the capital, 
Abuja.

Demonstrations against 
police brutality have taken 
place in cities across Nigeria 
in the past week.

T h e  p r o t e s t s  h a v e  
continued despite authorities 
agreeing to disband the 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(Sars).The unit has been 
accused of extrajudicial 
ki l l ings,  extortion and 
torture, especially of young 
people.

The  gove rnment  on  
Thursday announced a ban on 
all protest in Abuja, saying 
the demonstrators were 
violating public safety 
measures introduced to 
t a c k l e  C o v i d - 1 9 . A r m y  
spokesman Col Sagir Musa said 
in a Facebook post: "The NA 
[Nigerian army] hereby warns 
all subversive elements and 
trouble makers to desist from 
such acts as it remains highly 
committed to defend the 
country and her democracy at 

all cost."
He went on to offer to 

"support the civil authority in 
whatever capacity to maintain 
law and order and deal with any 
situation decisively".

The statement has been 
received as a veiled threat by 
protesters, reports the BBC's 
Chris Ewokor from Abuja.On 
Wednesday, protesters against 
police violence in Abuja were 
attacked by a group of 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  m e n  w i t h  
machetes.

Witnesses said several 
hundred demonstrators were 

h i s t o r y  q u e l l i n g  c i v i l  
disobedience.

The army coming in could 
make everything that has 
happened in the last week - 
with the deaths of at least 10 
people caused by the protests, 
and the notoriety of the now 
disbanded Sars - look like 
child's play.

The generation leading the 
protests has no experience of 
military rule - which ended in 
1999  -  and i t s  bruta l  
r e p r e s s i o n s  o f  c i v i l  
disobedience, so it's hard to 
know how they will react.

But if there's anything the 
last week has shown, it is that 
this group doesn't give up 
easily.The protests started 
following the alleged killing of 
a young man by officers from 
the Sars unit at the beginning 
of October.

Protesters called for the 
unit to be disbanded.The 
police closed it down and 
announced a new unit - the 

gathered in the city centre 
when the attack took place.

One protester said some of 
the assailants had later been 
detained and handed over to 
the authorities.

There are also reports of 
similar attacks on protesters 
in Lagos on Thursday.If the 
president accepts the army's 
offer to step in, it means the 
government hasn't learnt 
from past mistakes - it would 
be trying to solve new 
problems with old solutions 
that never worked before.

Nigeria's army has a bloody 

Special Weapons and Tactics 
(Swat) team.

But protesters rejected the 
announcement, as many see 
the changes as not enough to 
reform the police.

The protests have attracted 
worldwide attention - most 
recently the CEO of Twitter, 
Jack Dorsey, urged his 
followers to donate Bitcoin to 
the organisers.

Those working in Nigeria's 
tech sector have been 
prominent among those 
compla in ing  about  the  
activities of Sars officers. 
Nigeria superstars Wizkid and 
Davido have also backed the 
protesters. From theft to 
violent attacks to murder, 
people have been sharing their 
experiences at the hands of 
Sars.

Obianuju Iloanya told BBC 
Newsday that her brother 
Chijioke disappeared eight 
years ago after being arrested 
by Sars officers. BBC

uthorities in the 
Libyan capital Tripoli Ahave arrested a man 

wanted by Interpol for human 
t r a f f i c k i n g . L i b y a ' s  
internationally-recognised 
government announced the 
detention of Abd al-Rahman 
al-Milad, known as Bija, on 
Wednesday.

In 2018, the UN Security 
Council imposed sanctions 
against Mr Milad and five other 
men over people smuggling in 
the North African country.

Libya has emerged as a 
major migrant route to Europe 
in recent years.The country 
descended into lawlessness in 
the wake of the overthrow of 

long-time leader Muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011, with rival 
militias vying for power.

Human rights groups say 
that migrants in Libya face 
widespread violence and 
abuse.France's embassy in 
Libya welcomed Mr Milad's 
arrest, which it described as 
"good news for combatting 
human trafficking".

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
international arrest warrant 
against him, Mr Milad was also 
wanted in Libya.

Because of the powerful 
role of local militias in Libya, 
however, securing the arrests 
o f  p e o p l e  w a n t e d  
internationally has been 
difficult.According to the UN, 
Mr Milad headed the regional 
coast guard for the north-
western coastal town of 
Zawiya, which "is consistently 
linked with violence against 
migrants and other human 
smugglers".The UN's panel of 
experts said in 2017 that Mr 
Milad, along with other 
members of the coast guard, 
was "directly involved in the 
sinking of migrant boats using 
firearms".BBC
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he World Health 
Organization says it Th a s  c r e a t e d  a  

commission to investigate 
allegations of sexual abuse 
and exploitation committed 
by WHO workers during the 
response to the tenth Ebola 
v i rus  ep idemic  in  the  
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

According to a WHO news 
re l ea se  Thu r sday,  t he  
commission will “swiftly 
establish the facts, identify 
and support survivors, ensure 
that any ongoing abuse has 
s t o p p e d ,  a n d  h o l d  
perpetrators to account.” 

The commission will be 
made up of seven members, 
including two co-chairs the 
WHO says have “expertise in 
sexual exploitation and abuse, 

emergency response, and 
investigations,” said the 
statement.

The co-chairs are Aïchatou 
Mindaoudou, former minister 
of foreign affairs and of social 
development of Niger and 
Julienne Lusenge of the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.

According to the WHO, the 
Ebola pandemic in the DRC 
provinces of North Kivu and 
Ituri is the second-largest 
recorded outbreak. The two-
year-long epidemic was 
officially declared over on 
June 25, 2020. Some 2,300 
people have died.According to 
the Reuters news agency, the 
allegations of sexual assault 
come from 30 women against 
men, who said they were 
working for the WHO. VOA

Nigerian army warning 
amid brutality protests

Young Nigerians say they are often 
targeted by rogue police officers

Notorious Libyan people 
smuggler detained

More than 500,000 migrants and refugees 
are estimated to be trapped in Libya

WHO Investigates Congo 
Sex Abuse Allegations
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HICAGO – Next month’s United States 
election is not about policy, nor is it even Cabout President Donald Trump. It is about 

America’s constitutional system. This is not to 
suggest that the election could end that 
system. While Trump has an authoritarian 
temperament and admires dictators like 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, he is unlikely 
to become an autocrat even if he is re-elected. 
The real question that America faces concerns 
the role of the national government in the life 
of the country.

Trumpism is just the latest in a series of 
populist waves born of anger toward what 
people see as unaccountable, self-interested 
political elites in Washington, DC. Indeed, the 
story begins before that city was founded. The 
American Revolution targeted remote, self-
interested elites in London, and it was soon 
followed by a major dispute over the power of 
the national government.

Critics argued that the proposed new 
Constitution would create a national governing 
elite, thus undermining the hard-won 
sovereignty of the colonies-turned-states. 
Though the Constitution’s proponents 
prevailed, the critics proved prescient. Almost 
immediately, populist movements emerged to 
challenge what was seen as elite rule. 
Jeffersonian democracy overthrew the 
Federalist elites in 1800, and then Jacksonian 
democracy overthrew the Jeffersonian elites in 
1829.

Although Jeffersonian and Jacksonian 
democracy differed in many ways, both 
reflected a belief that the elites who had led 
the American Revolution had broken their 
promise of delivering self-government to the 
masses. Elected officials, judges, and 
bureaucrats seemed to come from great 
families or the upper class, and to rule 
accordingly, like the corrupt aristocracy 
Americans had just escaped. The solution was 
to return political power to the masses by 
expanding the franchise, extending democracy 
to more offices (like state judgeships), and 
limiting the power of the national government.

This wave of populism was temporarily 
overtaken by the debate over slavery and the 
Civil War, but it roared back in the late 
nineteenth century. This time, it was led by 
southern and midwestern farmers who 
believed that they were being ignored by the 
two main political parties, and exploited by the 
banks and railroads those parties served. The 
Populists invoked Jackson as their hero, 
attacked the entire political system as corrupt, 
and formed their own People’s Party to 
advance their interests.

The next great wave of populism came during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Politicians 
like Huey Long, Louisiana’s governor and then a 
US senator, came to power by promising to 
redistribute wealth from the rich to the poor. 
Long accused established politicians of 
plutocracy, and attempted to undermine all 

competing power centers, from the state 
legislature to the university system. By the time 
he died, in 1935, he had attracted a significant 
national following.

The last flare-up of populism before now was in 
the 1960s, when Barry Goldwater, the Republican 
nominee for president in 1964, expanded his 
appeal nationally by claiming that the federal 
bureaucracy (“big government”) was responsible 
for all of America’s problems. Such anti-elitism 
was also common on the left, which blamed a 
racist, imperialist establishment for the Cold 
War and intervention in Vietnam.

The logic of populism is simple and powerful: If 
things go badly, the blame lies with the 
government and the elites who run it. While 
American populists have attacked state 
governments, the federal government has 
always been their primary target because of its 
remoteness. People may trust local politicians 
and their own representative or senator. But 
other than the president and congressional 
leaders, federal officials are largely faceless.

All populist movements burn out when their 
internal contradictions overtake popular 
enthusiasm. Populists loathe the elites, but 
cannot rule without putting their own elites in 
power. Jeffersonian democracy yielded a one-
party state run by Virginia planters; Jacksonian 
democracy produced a corrupt party system 
controlled by bosses and professional politicians; 
the Populist movement lost momentum when, in 
order to make political progress, it threw in its 
lot with the Democratic Party. And sometimes 
populists are outmaneuvered by establishment 
politicians or lose power as conditions improve. 
Roosevelt moved left to counter the Longian 
populism of the 1930s, and the populism of the 
1960s collapsed with the end of Jim Crow and the 
Vietnam War.

Trumpian populism should be divorced from 
Trump, who has ridden a political wave that he 
neither initiated nor controls. Its main source is 
anger at the advance of cultural liberalism, 
economic stagnation, and inequality – all of 
which have been blamed, with more or less 
justice, on national elites and the institutions 
they dominate. This same wave helped the 
relative outsider Barack Obama defeat the 
establishment candidates Hillary Clinton and 
John McCain in 2008, though Obama was a 
technocrat by temperament and governed 
accordingly.

Populism is dangerous because it rests on an 
uncompromisingly hostile attitude toward 
established political institutions and the 
professional politicians on whom we ultimately 
have no choice but to depend, whatever their 
imperfections. That is why, in hindsight, 
populism can seem irrational even if it has done 
good by bringing legitimate grievances to the 
attention of government and the public. Trump’s 
attacks on institutions and norms, culminating in 
his refusal to guarantee a peaceful transition of 
power, are veering toward nihilism.

For all the hand wringing over Donald Trump's authoritarian rhetoric, the 2020 US election is 
not really about the incumbent. It is about deep-seated suspicion regarding the national 
government's role, which makes populism a recurring feature of American political history.

2020                              

EditorialEditorial

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  

Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 
+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

No place for 
electoral violence 
THE GOVERNMENT OF the United States thru Secretary of 
State Michael R. Pompeo, last week sounded a caveat to 
African countries preparing for elections, including Liberia to 
respect the rule of law by allowing citizens to engage in 
political dialogue and support their choice of candidates, 
parties, and platforms.

MR. POMPEO SAID in a statement issued over the weekend 
thru the United States Embassy in Monrovia that the conduct 
of elections is important not only for Africans, but also for 
defenders of democracy around the world. 

SPECIFICALLY, THE UNITED States has vowed to closely 
watch actions of individuals who interfere in democratic 
process on the Continent and will not hesitate to consider 
consequences, including visa restrictions for people that 
would be responsible for election-related violence anywhere 
in Africa.

THIS CAVEAT FROM Liberia's traditional partner America, 
comes just at a time Liberians are gearing up for midterm 
senatorial elections on December 8, 2020. The December poll 
is to elect 15 senators to join 15 incumbent at the Capitol to 
complete the 30-member Liberian Senate before the next 
presidential election in 2023.

BUT AHEAD OF the poll, political rallies, mainly by the 
opposition have been disrupted repeatedly by violence, with 
fingers-pointing and threats of violent reaction.

ALTHOUGH SECRETARY POMPEO'S warning was not 
specifically directed at Liberia, but this country being a 
historical friend of America should listen and act accordingly. 
Liberia cannot afford to dwindle in violent or fraudulent 
elections because we should be torchbearer for young 
democracies on the Continent.
  
AS SECRETARY POMPEO emphasized, it is important that all 
sides have equal opportunity to participate peacefully in the 
democratic process void of repression and intimidation. This 
has not been the case at recent rallies held across the 
country, particularly in Monrovia and parts adjacent by 
opposition candidates, including Senator Abraham Darius 
Dillon of the Collaborating Political Parties.

WE RECALL THE incident of CPP leader Alexander Cummings' 
visit to Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County along with opposition 
Lawmaker Yekeh Kolubah months ago, where they were 
violently chased out of the county by machete-brandishing 
thugs expressing loyalty to President George Manneh Weah.

OUTCOME OF A government investigating into the violence is 
still pending despite a joint statement issued by Foreign 
Missions in Monrovia, calling for speedy probe.   

EVERY LIBERIAN SHOULD endeavor to keep our elections and 
democracy peaceful and participatory. Whether a candidate 
comes from the opposition CPP, the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change or is an Independent, he or she has right 
to campaign and seek votes in counties, communities, towns 
and villages without fear of being chased away with machetes 
and stones.   
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What the US Election 
Is Really About

By Eric Posner
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he 5th President of Liberia Edward James Roy, was a Nigerian. He was 
the first pure descendent of an Ibo tribe in Nigeria. His Nigerian Tparents were taken as slaves to North Carolina but later migrated to 

Newark, Ohio USA, where he was born on February 3, 1815. Roye was the first 
pure black slave to occupy the executive mansion as head of state and 
commander-In-Chief, Armed Forces of Liberia. He arrived in Liberia in 1846 
one year before independence was announced and he became president in 
1870.

What is seriously and exceedingly laughable, is the fact that a Nigerian and other 
strange national like Jamaicans, Ghanaians, and Senegalese all of whom from 
systemic slave backgrounds served as Presidents of Liberia at different times 
interval. The question becomes; who then is or not a Liberian? Even the so-called 
natives or inhabitants of the land before the emergence of the so-called slaves did 
not own the land legally or constitutionally, it was the slaves who finally named 
the land, and legalized its existence.

The inhabitants of natives who occupied the land now called Liberia before the 
advent of the slaves from the US didn’t have any legitimate, legal, or 
constitutional documentation to claim land, the slaves did. The natives were 
rather a group of loose individuals who were potential wanderers and traders 
from Mali, Ghana, Ivory Coast Guinea, Sierra Leone, etc., who settled in those 
dark forests and later owned multiple spots for themselves illegally.

The so-called natives were rather covered by slaves who officially discovered the 
land, named it, legitimized its status, created a government, created a 
constitution, and declared official independence in 1847 under the very noses of 
those who called themselves natives or inhabitants of the Land, before the 
emergence of the slave’s junta. The land was first named by a Portuguese 
explorer Oct. 6 1462 as Grain Coast or Pepper Coast under the noses of the same 
so-called natives who had no idea of statehood, needless talks about a 
constitution. Who then is a Liberian and who owned the land officially, the Native 
or the Slaves?

Who is or isn’t a Liberian is a big issue? Millions of other nationals around the world 
possess Liberian passports and also call themselves Liberians who are involved in 
the multinational business as Liberians around the world. For example, Liberia 
Maritime head office in the US is heavily possessed by foreigners who called 
themselves Liberians. Today there are 3, 377 ships currently flying the Liberian 
flags and every worker at the US Maritime office carries Liberian passports but 
doesn't know where Liberia is even located in Africa.

The majority of other Africans bordering Liberia called themselves citizens of 
Liberia as soon they crossed into Liberia. For example, Guinea borders Liberia in 
the North. Guineans who crossed to Liberia referred to themselves as Liberians. 
The bulk of them hides under the shield of the religious Muslim culture as well as 
the Mandigo tribe especially when the late Doe referred to them as citizens.

Today the Mandigo tribe is protected by the feeble 1986 Liberian Constitution 
initiated by the late Pres. Samuel Doe. Today, the Mandigo tribe has succeeded to 
have their district call “Quinobodo” exclusively to themselves with no other tribe 
in their midst which is one of the most dangerous precedents the late Doe ever put 
into motion in the constitution. Sierra Leone also bordered Liberia on the West.  A 
great deal of the Mandi tribe crossed from Sierra Leone into Liberia and referred 
to themselves as Liberians, the same is with those who hailed from Ivory Coast and 
Guinea.

When the Liberian civil genocide broke and many Liberians settled in foreign parts 
especially in refugee camps across Africa, those countries nationals, like 
Ghanaians, Togolese, Nigerians, Guineans, Sierra Leoneans, and Ivorians took 
advantage of huge overseas traveling opportunities under the banner of Liberian 
refugees and were opportune to travel as Liberian all over the world as Liberian 
refuse to escape from the civil wars brought upon them by Charles Taylor, Prince 
Johnson, and other warlords. 

Most of the above nationals are getting ample benefits as Liberians when the true 
native Liberians are being denied regularly. Another emerging group that is using 
their leverage to become citizens of Liberia are the Lebanese, Fulani, Jamaicans, 
Ivorians, and ordinary Nigerians and Ghanaians especially those in the fishing 
category in Liberia.

Today, the question remains who is a Liberian, and who owns Liberia? Is it the 
natives, the foreigners, or the slaves who discovered the land under the noses of 
the so-called natives and the mixture of other close inhabitants? The issue of who 
is a Liberian will one day trek another war in Liberia.
 

If Liberia's 5th President Was a 
Nigerian, who Then is or isn’t a Liberian?

Dear Father:

Hmmm, this one na, it hard to talk oo. You mean da how we will be going one by one. You 
wake up in the morning bomb! They find someone body in the car, somewhere by a road 
or the beach. The thing is so scaring.

What’s happening again my son?

Oh, Father, hmm, da the way people dying in our village nowadaysI talking here so oo. 
And the way people talking it sef, it already na start making some of us scary-the entire 
village is living in fear right na.

Tell me something!

Yes, oo Father, it na easy. The other day two people-a man and a woman working with our 
big tax house were found dead in their car parked on the main street.

Ehn?

Da na alloo, now we hear, they say another one from the same place was murdered too. 
Hmm, this time when you leave your house and go back home you moth have a small 
thanksgiving service oo because right na we don’t know.
So my son oo, you want tell me the entire village na get security?

Father, even the security people sef, you go to them they will speak big book da they na 
equip. The only people you see with big, big gun them da the people guarding our big, big 
people them. For the rest of the village, we just have to look up to the Old Man up there 
to send his boys to look after us at night.

Then da na small thing yor going through oo.

Um, Father da the one you talking slow like that so. Ehn da the thing them we can be 
talking here and the other people who are not living in this village can say we talking bad 
about the government every day.

But you see God na like ugly. One other one was here the other day. I na say they say, from 
his own sefmouth telling the whole world the things we are going through in this village. 
And this is a man, a whole pastor oo, he will get on Face to Face and be defending our 
government and causing everybody who say bad thing.

So, he came down from Uncle Sam’s village to visit and not only did he see for himself but 
all the bad things that we are going through here he experienced almost half of them 
just for that short time.

You joking!

Father, this one da na joke oo. The man say the place he was sleeping the children 
opened the window to fish in his room, the same thing we can experience here every day. 
He na stop there oo. He say while he was preparing to leave the village, they stole his 
phone. 

The man say, while turning around to the place the children jerk his phone, some of the 
same children came and say he should give them money to go collect it. 

He say the children brought their big man for the rogue them in da community to him. 
The man say he must pay money. He got vex, he went to the police, the police say they na 
equip to go after the children. 

The police people sef, sef tell the man say they know the area the boy can be but they na 
equip to go there.-see trouble!

But this is somebody who sitting down comfortably in Uncle Sam’s village oo. When he 
ready to put his mouth on people here defending the Footballer as if allor us here are 
bad people who na like the man.

Now, him sef, sef say the way he saw things, if we na careful we will fight war here again-
God forbid!

He say even on the street, the rogue them are all over the place trying to jerk people 
things and securities will tell you they na equip to protect the poor citizens. This one da 
na Congou people doing oo.

You see Father, da the thing about our brother and sister them who are not living in this 
village. When outside there, they think their lives are more superior than those of us 
that are hear. In fact, they think, they are the most educated, most civilized and most 
everything and they alone get the best ideas and when they come home and taste just a 
little of what we live with then they get all over the place. 

We who wearing the shoes say it hurting, you say we are lying, we just want to draw 
attention-now I jus waiting to see whether his posts on Face to Face will change from 
now on.

Lord, this is a village 
living in fear!
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o b e r t s p o r t -  O n  
Saturday October R10, 2020 the young 

Adults of the E. Jonathan 
Goodridge (EJGYAF) and the 
James E. Marshall United 
Methodist Church’ provided 
free medical services to 37 
persons in Robertsport City, 
Grand Cape Mount County. 

This activity was phase 2 of 
the fellowship COVID_19 
Outreach to the elderly & 
underprivileged individuals in 
the church and community.  

This event took place at 
the Uramus B. Freeman 
United Methodist School in 
Robertsport City and was 
implemented by the Health 
committee of the fellowship, 
the medical outreach worth 
over US$ 1,000.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
committee majority of the 
beneficiaries were diagnosed 
with Systemic hypertension, 
malaria, peptic ulcer disease, 
urinary tract infection etc.

Speaking at the program 

 new study released 
by the International AUnion of Forest 

Research Organizat ions 
(IUFRO) says forest are still 
being underrated as allies to 
curb rural poverty.

It also notes that poverty is 
one of the greatest challenges 
facing humanity. It says 
globally, one out of every 10 
people lives in extreme 
poverty, defined by the World 
Bank as living on less than 
$1.90 per day. Many of them 
live in rural areas where the 
poverty rate is 17.2 per cent - 

the President of the EJGYAF Eric 
Nunoo said the outreach was 
t h e  f e l l ow s h i p  w a y  o f  
identifying with the people of 
Robertsport City and also 
reminded them that despite the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
pandemic, the church remains 
committed in rescuing the 
underprivileged specifically 
those that are ill.

He also used the medium to 
evangelize and remind them 
that there is a God who have 
carry us through the tough 

period of the pandemic. 
“We know that these are 

difficult times and to keep 
healthy in the pandemic is 
diff icult and these two 
fellowships pledge its support 
to a strong and healthy family,” 
Mr. Nunoo said.

He furthers, “Therefore, the 
Church through its Health 
committee has decided to make 
come on this medical outreach. 
We may not treat everyone, but 
this is our way of showing that 
we care and sharing God’s love 

more than three times higher 
than in urban areas. If current 
trends continue, the number of 
hungry people will reach 840 
million or one ninth of the 
world's population by 2030 
according to the World Food 
Programme.

Poverty eradication has 
therefore found a place at the 
top of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda  fo r  Su s ta inab le  
Development. "End poverty in 
all its forms everywhere" is the 
first Goal of this Agenda, which 
is supported by all 193 UN 
member states. 

The finding also recognizes 
the international community 

to those who are in need.”
Mr. Nunoo called on all the 

members of the city and the 
public at large to observe all 
o f  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  
measures including thorough 
hand washing with soap and 
water, covering the mouth 
and nose with the corner of 
the elbows when sneezing and 
the observance of social 
distancing adding that though 
there is a reduction in cases, 
Covid-19 is still in the country.

Meanwhile, on behalf of 
the beneficiaries Rev. Rev. 
Roosevelt C. Mense, pastor of 
the first United Methodist 
Church, Robertsport City, 
thanked both fellowships for 
choosing Robertsport as their 
first site for their out of 
Monrovia outreach. 

He said the people of this 
city needs more medical 
outreach because medical 
facilities are out of medical 
supplies.

Rev. Mense said the 
outreach activity has shown 
to others the purpose of being 
in a church and having 
farsighted young people.

 “He also encourages the 
young people to not stop 
reaching out because this is 
the responsibility and purpose 
of the church.

It can be recalled phase 
one of the COVID-19 outreach 
carried out by the church was 
the donation of food items to 
16 elderly of the church on 
Friday July 10 & Saturday July 
11, 2020. 

Items donated include a 
bag of 25kg rice, a gallon of 
Argo oil, bag of onions & cubes 
to the elderly.

effort in stepping up efforts to 
achieve this goal, especially 
in response to the severe 
setback caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic. The zoonotic 
nature of the Covid-19 virus 
has also illustrated the 
urgency to reduce human 
pressure on nature and trees 
as allies in the fight against 
poverty. 

In the long run, the study 
notes that losing forests 
means losing this fight. This is 
the central finding of a new 
global assessment report 
entitled "Forests, Trees and 
the Eradication of Poverty: 
Potential and Limitations".

More headline news   More headline news

Starts from back page 

law and avoid undemocratic 
practices that would revert 
the country to its ugly past.

The PAL referenced the 
mysterious deaths of senior 
pe r sonne l  o f  I n teg r i t y  
Institutions as very worrisome, 
fearful and urge the Liberian 
Authorities to expeditiously 
investigate these incidents and 
bring the culprits to justice, as 
the entire citizenry is now 
engulfed with fear and 
apprehension about the 
worsening security situation in 
the country.

The Publishers Association 
further state that these 
unsolved alleged murders of 
k e y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
compounded by the increasing 
political tension which has 
characterized the senatorial 
elections, have the propensity 
to scare and drive away 
potential investors in the face 
of the worsening economic 
conditions.  

PAL notes that while it 
respects the authority of the 
Liberian National Police in 
probing these fearful and 

grave matters of national 
security, reports of consistent 
and persistent harassments 
and intimidation of journalists 
who are reporting on these 
mysterious and alarming 
deaths, constitutes a clear 
breach of the right to freedom 
of expression, guaranteed by 
numerous  i n te rnat iona l  
conventions, including the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Article 19 of the 
Universal  Human Rights 
Declaration which states, 
“Everyone has the right to 
freedom of opinion and 
expression; this right includes 
the freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to 
seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through 
any media, regardless of 
frontiers.”   

PA L a d m o n i s h e d  t h e  
Liberian Government to 
harness consultations with 
other major stakeholders 
aimed at resolving these 
sticking concerns to reduce the 
current political tension ahead 
of the December 8 Elections.

The report was launched 
online on Thursday, 15 October 
2020, , two days ahead of the 
International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty, one day 
ahead of World Food Day, and 
on the International Day of 
Rural Women. All these official 
days underscore the urgent 
need for action.

The study consolidates 
available scientific evidence 
on  the  wide  range  of  
contributions forests and trees 
outside forests make to 
curbing poverty and on the 
effectiveness of diverse forest 
m a n a g e m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  
programs, technologies and 
strategies. It does so based on 
an understanding of poverty 
not only in terms of money but 
also as an obstacle that keeps 
people from attaining a certain 
level of well-being and 
participating fully in society.

"This global assessment 
comes at a critical time. More 
extreme weather events 
associated with climate 
change, widening inequality, 
and the spread of infectious 
diseases, among others, are 

making an already insecure 
situation worse for the poor. It 
is therefore essential to review 
the ro le  of  forests  in  
development in general, and in 
achieving poverty eradication, 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r. "  s a y s  
Hi rotoMitsug i ,  Ass i s tant  
Director-General, FAO, and 
Chair of the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests.

A co re  g roup  o f  21  
internationally renowned 
experts from different parts of 
the world and different 
scientific backgrounds have 
worked together for almost 
two years on the Global Forest 
Expert Panel (GFEP) on Forests 
and Poverty. The Panel, 
chaired by Professor Daniel C. 
Miller of the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
United States, and led by the 
International Union of Forest 
Resea rch  Organ i za t i on s  
(IUFRO), is an initiative of the 
Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests (CPF) chaired by the 
F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Organization (FAO) of the 
United Nations.
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Forests are still underrated as 
allies to curb rural poverty
-New study
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ice President Jewel 
Howard Taylor found Vher voice on Thursday 

October 15, following rising 
concerns about her health and 
return date to the country 
saying, her recuperation is 
about 75-percent and would be 
back soon.

VP Howard-Taylor, was 
flown out of the country on 
August 11, 2020, after health 
authorities here say she was 
diagnosed with COVID-19. 

On Wednesday October 14, 
this paper raised question as to 
whether Vice President Taylor 
had been forgotten because 
not much has been heard of 
her since left the country over 
two months ago. 

But appearing on state 

radio  a  day after  the 
publication, Mrs. Howard-
Taylor said she is recuperating 
very well and that her hope of 
returning to the country soon is 
high.

She was also grateful to 
Liberians who had kept her in 
their prayers while she was 
battling her poor health.

However, she expressed 
concern about the increasing 
wave on violence in the 
country while cautioning 
aspirants in the upcoming 
Senatorial mid-term election 
to refrain from violence.

VP Howard Taylor is the 
Standard Bearer of the former 
ruling National Patriotic Party 
(NPP), a member party of the 
ruling Coalition for Democratic 

Change (CDC).
She also declined to opening 

support a candidate from her 
native county of Bong, saying 
she would take such decision 
upon her return in consultation 
with citizens of the county.

“The question of supporting 
a particular candidate goes to 
every Liberian today. What is it 
we want to see? What kind of 
leaders are we looking for? And 
when you look at the spectrum 
from the national level, it’s 
difficult to be definite on who 
to support but I pray that God 
will help to direct us in the 
choices that will be made”, 
Mrs. Taylor said.

The absentee Vice President 
further frowned on the 
violation of the code of 

conduct and alleged voters 
trucking across the country.  

She also spoke on the 
mysterious deaths of four high 
profile auditors, expressing 
concern about the losses 
explaining that one of such 
persons who died under 
mysterious circumstances, 
Emmanuel  B.  Nyenswa,  
Director General of the 
Internal Audit Agency was her 
closed relative.

She further that the need 
for investigation into the 
deaths of these Liberians 
e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  
involvement of the United 
States Government into the 
ongoing investigation is 
welcome. 
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he Liberia National 
Police (LNP) has Tcharged privately 

run Access Bank Liberia with 
multiple crimes including 
theft offenses, defrauding 
and cheating, obtaining 
money under false pretense 
and obtaining and issuing 
deceptive writings, after the 
bank abruptly blocked a loan 
it had disbursed to an 
a p p l i c a n t  M r.  W e a l  
Gharddien.

According to a police 
report, Mr. Gharddien, owner 
of Auto Elegance had in 
January this year applied to 
Access Bank Liberia for loan in 
the amount of US$50,000 and 
the loan agreement was 
subsequently satisfied and 
bank allegedly disbursed to 
Auto Elegance the amount of 
US$48,000 on 28 February.

According to Gharddien, 

earlier in January he had 
been approached by Access 
Bank’s Loan Officer Sonkarlay 
Gonkatee with an offer of 
US$50,000 credit facility.

Gharddien notes that he 
accepted the offer and 
entered into the loan 
agreement on 28 February, 
after which he says the bank 
opted to notarize the 
agreement and to return his 
company’s copy.

However, police say the 
bank has since failed and 
refused to give Gharddien’s 
copy of the notarized 
document, adding that after 
the complainant complied 
with the bank’s requirement, 
the money suggested to the 
bank has not been made 
available to the company, 
thus depriving his company 
access to its account.

According to the police 

agreement between Access 
Bank Liberia and Auto 
Elegance was consummated 
and accepted for which the 
bank is still in possession of 
t he  co l l a t e r a l  o f  M r.  
Gharddien.

I n  r e spon se  t o  t he  
NewDawn  newspape r ’s  
inquiry, the Management of 
Access Bank Liberia has 
written that specifically, Auto 
Elegance was required to 
execute its obligations under 
the Contract and as per Access 
Bank’s Credit Procedures.

The bank explains that 
Auto Elegance was made 
aware of those obligations 
and requirements in the 
Credit Facility Offer Letter 
dated 28 February 2020, 
which it notes, was duly 
received by Auto Elegance 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  
guarantors. 

According to Access Bank, 
the Credit Facility Offer 
L e t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  
requirements on the Real 
Estate Collateral Contracts 
and Guarantee Contracts 
which were neither signed nor 
executed by the collateral 
provider as well as one of the 
guarantors as per committed 
obligations by them.

The bank details that it 
decided to apply its rights to 
cancel the credit facility and 
avoided unsecured high-risk 
loan.  It emphasizes that the 
banks are strictly regulated by 
the law and the Central Bank 
of Liberia, and regularly 
inspected and examined by 
various authorities in terms of 
well documentation, record 
keeping, compliance, and 
requirements.

Access Bank continues that 
it proceeds with the products 
and services only after full 
“KYC and AML,” and customer 
signed application for those 
products and services. 

It says it also ensures that 
credit facility terms and 
conditions are communicated 
formally to customers in the 
form of Credit Facility Offer 
Letter and duly confirmed by 
t h e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  A u t o  
Elegance.  Further, Access 
Bank states that it proactively 
broadcasts its mission, vision 
and principles and encourages 
its employees, communities 
and customers to report and 
feedback on any violation by 
employees or customers, 
adding that it takes each such 
report and feedback very 
s e r i o u s l y  a n d  a l w a y s  
addresses it within the strict 
definition of the law and 
regulations.

However, this was not the 
first time Auto Elegance had 
been given a loan facility at 
the bank. In fact this was his 
second facility from the bank, 
this is why Mr. Gharddien 
found the explanation given 
by the bank so fishy and more 
that even denying him access 
to his company’s account.  

report, prior to the receipt of 
the loan from Access Bank 
Liberia, money was in Auto 
Elegance’s account, and that 
after the US$48,000 loan was 
disbursed, the company had a 
cash balance of US$51,485.24.

Unfortunately for the 
management of Auto Elegance, 
police say when it issued a 
check leaf on 21 March to one 
Joyce Belleh Kermee to 
withdraw US$3,300 from the 
account of the institution, 
Access Bank did not honor the 
amount.

Further on 24 March, police 
detail that the entity also 
issued another check leaf to the 
same Joyce Belleh Kermee to be 
paid the cash amount of 
US$10,000, and Access Bank did 
not honor this as well.

Meanwhile police indicate 
that Access Bank’s Loan Officer 
Gonkatee allegedly admitted 

receiving US$650.00 from Mr. 
Gharddien and not US$1,000.

According to police, Mr. 
Gonkatee also allegedly wrote 
Mr. Gharddien stating that he 
( G o n k a r t e e )  w a s  n o t  
responsible for what had 
happened regarding the loan.

Police found that Auto 
Elegance is not obligated to any 
financial institution reference 
loan or credit facility as per the 
record of the Central Bank of 
Liberia which must be the 
probable cause to block the 
loan after it has been disbursed 
to the applicant’s account.

The police add that the 
reliance of the investigation is 
drawn from policy of the bank 
under loan disbursement and 
loan interest calculation 2.4 
which is in the possession of the 
investigation.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  
investigators say the loan 
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homas Tuchel has 
bemoaned Par i s  TS a i n t - G e r m a i n ' s  

injury crisis ahead of facing 
Manche s te r  Un i t ed  i n  
Champions League, claiming 
he may only have 11 players 
available for the contest.

PSG were drawn alongside 
United, RB Leipzig and 
Istanbul Basaksehir in the 
group stages of this season's 
competition, having made it 
all the way to final last time 
around.

Tuchel's men were beaten 1-
0 by Bayern Munich in the 
showpiece, but are expected to 
be strong contenders for the 
trophy again after finally 
proving their mettle on the 
continental stage.

The French champions will 
open their latest Champions 
League campaign with a home 
fixture against United on 
Tuesday, where they will be 
aiming to exact revenge for a 
stunning round of 16 defeat to 
the Premier League giants in 

nation.
PAL notes that these 

negative vices including 
disrupting and stone throwing 
at political rallies and 
gatherings using mainly young 
people as instrument to 
perpetuate these violence, 
are totally unacceptable and 
dangerous.

The media institution 
opines that these uncivilized 
behaviors have kept Liberia 
fa r  l agg ing  beh ind  in  
development and should 
therefore have no space in the 
c u r r e n t  d e m o c r a t i c  
dispensation and as such, 
political actors must refrain 
f r o m  s u c h  s c a r e  a n d  
dangerous tactics.

At its emergency executive 
meeting on Monday October 
12, 2020, the Publishers opted 
to remind Liberian political 
leaders and actors of the 
fragility of the country’s 
striving democracy and 
encourage all to canvass in 
confirmative with the rule of 

h e  P u b l i s h e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  TLiberia (PAL) says, it 

is deeply concern about the 
current wave of violence and 
lawlessness ahead of the 
D e c e m b e r  8  m i d t e r m  
Senatorial elections and 
National Referendum. 

T h e  P u b l i s h e r s  
Association, which represents 

the owners and Managing 
Editors of Newspapers and 
Online publications operating in 
Liberia says the growing 
increased in political violence 
involving partisans of political 
parties has the propensity to 
seriously threaten Liberia’s 
fragile  democracy and 
undermines its collective peace 
and security as a people and 

2018-19.
PSG will warm up for that 

clash with a trip to Nimes in 
Ligue 1 this weekend, with 
Tuchel set to welcome several 
key members of his squad back 
into the fold following the 
international break.

However, the German head 
coach has now expressed fears 
that he will be unable to field a 
full-strength line-up in Europe 
as the likes of Neymar and 
Kylian Mbappe recover from 
their exploits with Brazil and 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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PSG in injury crisis ahead of Man Utd clash

PAL President, Mr. Othello B. Garblah


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

