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or critics of US 
President Donald FTrump, escalating 

tensions between two long-
standing American allies, 
Egypt and Ethiopia, over a 
mega dam on a tributary of 
the River Nile marks the 
biggest diplomatic failure of 
his administration in Africa.

Mr Trump said last week 
that Egypt might "blow up" 
the Ethiopian-built dam, 
despite boasting in January 
that he deserved a Nobel 
Peace Prize because he had 
"made a deal".

"I saved a big war. I've 
saved a couple of them," he 
said, shortly after Ethiopia's 
Prime Minister Abi Ahmed was 
awarded the prize.

Mr Trump's comments were 
vague, but seemed to be a 
reference to his intervention - 
at the request of Egypt's 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 
whom he once reportedly 
called his "favourite dictator" 
- to resolve the dispute over 
t h e  G r a n d  E t h i o p i a n  
Renaissance Dam (Gerd).

Egypt sees the dam as an 
"existential threat" to its 
survival, a concern shared, 
albeit to a lesser extent, by 
Sudan. Ethiopia, on the other 
hand, regards the dam as vital 
for its energy needs.Kenya-
based Horn of Africa security 

analyst Rashid Abdi said US 
mediation over the dam had 
worsened tensions between 
Egypt and Ethiopia.

"Ethiopia is stepping up 
security around the dam," Mr 
Abdi said.

"Its defensive measures 
i n c l u d e  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  
Benishangul-Gumuz region, 
where the dam is located, a 
restricted airspace, and there 
are also reports that Ethiopia is 
putt ing up ant i -a i rcraft  
batteries around the dam. It 
probably fears reconnaissance 
flights by Egypt."He said this 
showed Mr Trump's failure to 
unde r s t and  how  g l oba l  

countries, the US has decided 
to cut a reported $100m 
($$77m) in aid to Ethiopia - 
Africa's second most-populous 
state, and a key US ally in the 
fight against militant Islamists 
in the volatile Horn of Africa.

"Ethiopia feels betrayed by 
America, and Trump is now a 
h a t e - f i g u r e  f o r  m a n y  
Ethiopians," Mr Abdi said, 
adding that they would be 
hoping for a Joe Biden victory 
in the 3 November presidential 
election.As Egypt had long-
standing diplomatic relations 
with Israel, the Trump 
administration was not going 
to antagonise it at a time when 
it needed Mr Sisi's help to 
lobby other Arab states to 
recognise Israel, Mr Moore 
said.

"So, the administration 
became a party in the dispute 
over the dam, on the side of 
Egypt," he added.

Its focus on achieving Arab-

diplomacy worked.
"He has this misconceived 

notion that you can cut a deal 
like in business. So he left the 
US Treasury to play the lead 
role in negotiations, when 
foreign policy is supposed to 
be conducted by the State 
D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  
consequences have been to 
aggravate an already bad 
situation," Mr Abdi added.

Accusing Ethiopia of 
negotiating in bad faith 
following its decision to press 
ahead with filling the dam 
before addressing Egypt's and 
Sudan's concerns about the 
flow of water to their 

Israeli rapprochement also 
shaped its policy towards 
Sudan, which gave Mr Trump a 
major diplomatic coup by 
agreeing, less than two weeks 
before the US election, to the 
normalisation of relations with 
Israel.  Although Sudan's acting 
foreign minister later said that 
the decision was subject to 
ratification by a still-to-be-
formed legislative body, the 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  w a s  
particularly significant as the 
East African state had hosted 
an Arab League meeting in 
1967 which famously declared 
that there will be "no peace 
with Israel, no recognition of 
Israel, no negotiations with it".

In exchange, Mr Trump, if 
he wins a second term, is 
expected to keep pushing 
Ethiopia to address Egypt's and 
Sudan's concerns over the 
dam, while also ensuring that 
Sudan is removed from the US 
list of "sponsors of terrorism", 
opening the way for the 
country to get badly needed 
economic aid.BBC

a n z i b a r ' s  m a i n  
opposition party has Zsaid its leader had 

been arrested a day before 
local and national elections. 
Maalim Seif Sharif was at a 
polling station on Tuesday 
morning when police officers 
hauled him away, his ACT 
Wazalendo party said.

returning officers and security 
personnel to take part.

Zanzibar has a history of 
contested polls, including in 
2015 when they were annulled 
for not being free and fair. The 
opposition boycotted the re-
run and the ruling Chama Cha 
Mapenduzi (CCM) party's 
candidate was declared the 
winner.This time around there 
17 presidential candidates in 
Zanzibar seeking election.

US Ambassador to Tanzania 
Donald Wright said he was 
"alarmed by reports from 
Zanzibar and elsewhere of 
v i o l e n c e ,  d e a t h s  a n d  
detentions".

Police have denied killing 
three people on Pemba on 
Monday.

Zanzibar is a group of islands 

The BBC's Aboubakar Famau 
says the tussle is likely to be 
between Maalim Seif Sharif 
Hamad, now in his his sixth run 
for president, and Hussein 
Mwinyi who is the son of a 
former president from the 
ruling CCM party.

Zanzibar's current president 
Ali  Mohammed Shein is 
stepping down after serving 
two five-year terms in office. 
BBC

off the coast of Tanzania 
which have semi-autonomous 
status from the mainland.In 
Zanzibar, residents vote for 
the islands' leaders, including 
the election of a Zanzibari 
president, as well as in 
Tanzania's national election.

The authorities have yet to 
comment on Mr Sharif's 
alleged arrest, but an 
assistant commissioner of 
police in Pemba told the BBC 
that officers used tear gas on 
Monday to disperse locals who 
wanted to invade polling 
centres.

Tanzania's police chief 
Simon Sirro said police did not 
kill three people in Pemba, 
adding that 42 people had 
been arrested in connection 
with the violence.

Internet users across 
Tanzania have also reported 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  a c c e s s i n g  
WhatsApp and Twitter ahead 
of the polls.ACT Wazalendo 
said its presidential candidate 
was detained trying to cast his 
vote as polling stations 
opened a day early to allow 
officials from the Zanzibar 
E l ec to ra l  Commi s s i on ,  
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he first witness at a 
Nigerian inquiry into Tpolice brutality has 

described how he was 
tortured and had teeth 
extracted by members of the 
now disbanded Special Anti-
Robbery Squad (Sars).

Okoye Agu was detained 
after his boss accused him of 
stealing from work.

The inquiry in Lagos state 
was formed in the wake of 
nationwide protests calling 
for an end to Sars.

It may also look into the 
shooting at protests last week 
in which rights groups say 12 
people were killed.In his 
testimony, Mr Agu said that in 
2014 he was beaten, paraded 
in public as a criminal, 
suspended upside down and 
had two of his teeth pulled 
out. In addition, his car and 
mobile phones were sold 
without his permission by Sars 
officers.

The police have refused to 

pay him compensation despite 
a court order, he told the 
panel which is being led by a 
retired judge.

He said his family did not 
know where he was and when 
they arrived at the police 
station after 47 days of 
searching for him, his wife and 
mother were also beaten in 
f ront  o f  h im.Mr  Agu ' s  
experiences echoed other 
accusations levelled against 
Sars officers, who have been 
said to have harassed, beaten 
and sometimes killed many 
people.

The three other cases 
scheduled to be heard on 
Tuesday had to be adjourned 
as some of the relevant 
witnesses were not available.

The alleged abuses of the 
hated police unit triggered 
mass protests across Nigeria 
that were organised under the 
hashtag #EndSars. They forced 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
to disband the unit.BBC

Zanzibar presidential candidate 
‘arrested at poll'

Police are yet to comment on Maalim 
Seif Sharif's alleged arrest

Trump 'betrayed' Ethiopia 
over Nile dam

Donald Trump has backed Egypt's President 
Sisi over the River Nile dam

Hated Nigeria police 
unit 'extracted my teeth'
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ENEVA – A recent poll found that one in 
three Americans would not be willing to Greceive a COVID-19 vaccine, while anti-

vaxxers have reportedly gained at least 7.8 
million new social media followers since 2019. 
Like the pandemic itself, anti-vax 
misinformation and rumors know no borders. 
The biggest tragedy is that the resulting 
vaccine hesitancy threatens to hurt poor 
people the most.

The poor have already been hit hardest by the 
pandemic, losing lives, livelihoods, and access 
to nutrition and health care. Increasing 
numbers of women and children from 
marginalized populations are falling outside 
the reach of public services – as reflected in 
the increased incidence of gender-based 
violence, the rise in teenage pregnancies, and 
the decline in skilled birth attendance. One 
million more children could die in the next six 
months because of the pandemic’s knock-on 
effects, with the bulk of these deaths 
occurring among the poor.

Vaccines protect up to three million lives every 
year. That is because they are often the first 
and only health service to reach poor 
households. People living in squalid conditions 
bereft of basic sanitation, safe drinking water, 
hygiene, cleansing agents, and adequate 
nutrition are most at risk of contracting and 
dying from vaccine-preventable diseases. And 
when ill, they often lack the financial means to 
access health care. Timely protection with 
vaccines, which keep diseases in poor 
communities at bay and reduce preventable 
child deaths, is therefore their best bet for 
survival.

By spreading misinformation, anti-vaxxers are 
increasing the risk of deaths among poor 
children. An explosion of vaccination-related 
falsehoods in the Philippines is a major reason 
why the country’s childhood immunization 
rate has plummeted from 87% in 2014 to 68% 
today. This resulted in a resurgence of polio 
and measles cases last year, with the poor 
bearing the brunt.

Similarly, in Cameroon, false rumors that the 
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine causes 
sterility is scaring parents into refusing it for 
their daughters. This has put millions of girls at 
risk of a virus that causes up to 90% of all cases 
of cervical cancer, which kills 311,000 women 
every year, primarily in low-income countries. 
Girls from poor communities need this vaccine 
the most, because they often have no access 
to cervical cancer screening, and their 
families cannot afford expensive treatment. 
The HPV vaccine is their best protection.

Most women who die of cervical cancer are in 
the prime of their youth, and leave behind 
infants and children. Their deaths thus have 
profound social and economic costs, especially 
in poorer settings. Do anti-vaxxers consider 
these implications?

The threat posed by misinformation is not 
confined to HPV vaccines. Equally dangerous 
anti-vax theories, often circulated via social 
media, make millions of children vulnerable to 
other highly preventable diseases and threaten 
to prevent the world from benefiting fully from 
COVID-19 vaccines when they become available.

The pandemic has upended the entire world, 
causing immense uncertainty and anxiety. The 
development of COVID-19 vaccines – and rapid, 
fair, and equitable access to them – is the only 
way to end this crisis swiftly. But it won’t end 
unless and until we boost people’s resilience to 
false information and build confidence in 
vaccines. Achieving this will require positive and 
fact-based information campaigns from trusted 
sources, and cooperation with social media 
platforms, so that their algorithms are not 
abused to propagate harmful rumors.

Besides curbing the flow of dangerous 
misinformation, we need to remind people that 
they have a right to be protected with vaccines. 
Historically, the wealthiest got preferential 
access to vaccines, while the poor had to wait 
decades. With the establishment of Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance in 2000, this stark inequity 
began to shrink. Today, rich and poor have 
almost equal access to life-saving vaccines.

In my home country, India, anti-vaxxers 
thwarted the introduction of life-saving 
vaccines in the publicly funded national 
immunization program for several years. As a 
result, vaccines for Hepatitis B, Haemophilus 
influenzae type B, rotavirus, and pneumonia 
were available only in private markets at 
exorbitant prices that only the rich could afford. 
Poor families whose children were dying in large 
numbers from these diseases did not have the 
money to buy vaccine protection.

The anti-vaxxers filed a legal petition in court to 
stop us from introducing these vaccines. On 
behalf of the government, I argued that “the 
petitioners are not against vaccines but against 
free vaccines for the poor.” The court 
concurred. This paved the way for the 
introduction of new vaccines and saved lives, 
particularly among the most vulnerable.

That episode raises the question of who has the 
least to lose from these anti-vax rumors. Often, 
they originate among people who are privileged 
enough not to care about timely prevention. 
They may live in areas where preventable 
diseases have been largely eliminated, and are 
perhaps protected by herd immunity through 
the vaccinations of those around them. And if 
they do get sick, they can access quality medical 
treatment.

Anti-vaxxers’ irresponsible misinformation 
ignores those with the most to lose by not 
vaccinating: the poorest and most vulnerable, 
who risk dying or sliding into medical 
impoverishment if they or their loved ones get 
sick. For much of the world’s population, 
vaccination means inoculation against poverty.

Anti-vaxxers’ irresponsible misinformation ignores those with the most to lose by not vaccinating: 
the poorest and most vulnerable, who risk dying or sliding into medical impoverishment if they or 
their loved ones get sick. For much of the world’s population, vaccination means inoculation 
against poverty.
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Welcoming the Supreme 
Court's ruling against NEC
THE SUPREME COURT of Liberia after hearing petition filed by 
Margibi County Independent senatorial aspirant Mulbah Jackollie 
against the National Elections Commission ruled last week that 
the NEC without hearing the petitioner's lawyer and staffers 
denied them the opportunity to proceed with submission of his 
(Jackollie's) requirements for inclusion on the provisional list of 
senatorial candidates for the December 8, 2020 special 
senatorial election.

FOLLOWING HEARING INTO aspirant Jackollie's petition, 
Associate Justice Sie-A-Nyene G. Yuoh on Thursday, 22 October 
2020 reversed the NEC's decision, which summarily denied Mr. 
Jackollie due process thereby, excluding him from the 
provisional list of qualified candidates

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE YUOH also ordered a writ of madamus 
issued against the NEC and instructed the commission to hear 
Jackollie's complaint and accord him due process of law before 
reaching a determination to whether or not, include him on the 
provision list of candidates.

WE HAIL THE High Court for these early steps in complaint 
brought before it by an aggrieved party against the NEC in an 
electoral process that should leave no room for an aspirant or 
would-be contestant to feel disenfranchise without according 
him or her due process of law.

THE PETITIONER HAD argued in his request for a writ of 
madamus that prior to the September 21, 2020 deadline for 
submission of requirements to the commission, he fell sick and 
doctor advised that he needed bed rest, which made it 
impossible for him to appear in person or in public hence, sending 
his lawyer and staffers to submit on his behalf. But the NEC 
argued it needed Jackollie in person to photograph him; how 
possible was that?

AS LIBERIANS PROCEED to the senatorial election, we caution 
the National Elections Commission to use the law as its guide in 
reaching every decision into the process in order to thwart all 
suspicions. Recent happenings from neighboring Guinea and 
Ivory Coast over elections should serve as early warning to 
endeavor in making our own process in Liberia as free, fair and 
transparent as possible, using the rules.

IT IS ONLY when the right things are done in line with the law that 
the commission would keep it itself from suspicions and maintain 
public trust without any participant feeling disadvantaged, as in 
the case of aspirant Jackollie, which led him to run to the 
Supreme Court.

AT THE SAME time Mr. Jackollie should be commended for 
mustering the courage to challenge the process that led him to 
being denied before the law rather than mobilizing thugs into the 
street to protest and stage violence. All other participants in the 
race should emulate his civilized behavior and approach in 
seeking legal recourse.

THE RULING FROM the Supreme Court should give aspirants, 
contestants and citizens generally hope that missteps along the 
way can be addressed without resorting to violence. This is key 
message we are driving home. Liberians should learn to trust the 
process and to exhaust all means available under the law to have 
their dissatisfactions or grievances addressed.

BY ITS OPINION, the High Court has demonstrated clearly that 
justice is crucial to sustaining stability, peace and democracy in 
Liberia.            
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Immunization Is the Best 
Weapon Against Poverty

By Anuradha Gupta
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THACA – Within the space of the next month, as the autumn leaves here in the 
northeastern United States are swept away by the winds of approaching winter, Ithe country will make a choice as consequential as any we have seen in recent 

history. The US election on November 3 will have global implications as dangerous as 
the looming climate crisis, or as promising as a major scientific breakthrough that 
enables shared prosperity. But this depends not on the wiles of nature or the 
mysteries of science. It depends on US voters.

The election will mark a turning point for the US and the world. The fact that 
President Donald Trump still has some chance of winning a second four-year term 
leaves me baffled. Why do Republican voters and leaders support him?

When my wife and I moved from Delhi to small-town America in 1994, with two small 
children who would have to adjust to a new school and make new friends, we were 
apprehensive. But we were surprised at how quickly we found a home and general 
acceptance, not just in Ithaca and neighboring towns like Trumansburg, which are 
known for being progressive and open (or, in Trump’s parlance, “Communist”), but 
also in the cities and suburbs of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Many of these areas traditionally lean Republican, and one would find no shortage 
of signs and placards expressing that allegiance. But stop into a small shop or diner, 
and you would almost always be met with a friendly response. Talk to the people, 
and you would find that while their views about politics and the economy may 
differ, they were welcoming, civil, and decent. Later, when I moved to Washington, 
DC, I had plenty of ideological differences with the Republican Party leaders I met, 
but I didn’t see that as a problem. As the Nobel laureate economist Amartya Sen 
notes in The Argumentative Indian, argument and contestation are a staple of 
democracy.

When debating with Republicans, I could see that they had a genuine commitment 
to their ideas and were following a moral compass. I appreciated that their party 
has a great history, and this was further confirmed by my official and personal 
experience working at the World Bank.

I was anxious when I first met Larry Pressler, a Republican US senator who 
represented South Dakota from 1979 to 1997 and had taken positions on 
international trade, business, and foreign policy that I did not share. Yet the more I 
got to know Larry, the more I was impressed by his decency, honesty, and adherence 
to principle. And I appreciated that he was willing to make personal sacrifices for 
moral principle. My wife and I became close friends with him and his wife, Harriet, 
and I was not surprised when he openly opposed Donald Trump in the 2016 election.

Indeed, the more I listen to Trump, the more I become convinced that he is not the 
kind of Republican I have known. He stands for himself and nothing else. When 
called out for paying almost no federal income taxes, his response was “That makes 
me smart,” implying that people who do pay taxes are stupid. In light of these and 
so many other comments, how can Republicans with any principles support him?

To be sure, it is not easy to distance oneself from the head of one’s party. Yet plenty 
of Republican leaders have done so. Former Republican National Committee 
Chairman Michael Steele, former Ohio Governor John Kasich, former Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whitman, former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, and Mitt Romney, now a Senator for Utah, have all shown moral 
courage vis-à-vis Trump.

One may or may not like the Democratic ticket. I personally consider former Vice 
President Joe Biden and Senator Kamala Harris of California too middle of the road. 
I would have preferred a more radical agenda. But at least they stand for 
something. Biden does not avoid paying taxes and then brag about it. He does not 
use foul language or demean others. He will not routinely embarrass America on the 
global stage. Both Biden and Harris have empathy for ordinary people.

I would not expect a Biden administration to usher in a radical shift in US policy. But 
it absolutely would restore a sense of decorum, decency, and stability at the helm, 
and those attributes are urgently needed at the moment.

Republicans should realize that if Biden wins next month, they can still compete for 
future votes and seek to return to power through the democratic process. If Biden 
were to lose in 2024, he would leave office with dignity, as should happen in any 
democracy. If Trump wins, however, Republicanism as we know it will be over. The 
values I once saw on display in small-town America, and the principles for which the 
GOP has long stood, will have been abandoned.

Given America’s importance as a source of global leadership, it is no wonder that so 
many good people around the world are rooting for Biden to win, and to win big. 
Republicans who still stand for something should be doing the same, and declaring 
their support for Biden openly. With America’s moral standing now hanging in the 
balance, they owe it to their country.

Rarely have the stakes for the United States and the world been as high as they are on the 
eve of the 2020 presidential election. If US Republicans still stand for anything at all, 
they must come out in opposition to Donald Trump, a man who openly disparages all the 
values they once held dear.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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US President Donald Trump wears his recent experience with COVID-19 infection as 
some perverse badge of courage, rather than as a warning of what may lie ahead. 
And the adverse economic consequences of his administration's approach to the 
pandemic could not contrast more sharply with the robust recovery in China.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

EW HAVEN – Just as China led the world in economic recovery in the aftermath of 
the global financial crisis of 2008, it is playing a similar role today. Its post-COVID Nrebound is gathering momentum amid a developed world that remains on shaky 

ground. Unfortunately, this is a bitter pill for many to swallow – especially in the United 
States, where demonization of China has reached epic proportions.

The two crises are, of course, different. Wall Street was ground zero for the 2008 crisis, 
while the COVID-19 pandemic was spawned in the wet markets of Wuhan. But in both 
cases, China’s crisis-response strategy was far more effective than that deployed by the 
US. In the five years following the onset of the 2008 crisis, annual real GDP growth in China 
averaged 8.6% (on a purchasing power parity basis). While that was slower than the 
blistering (and unsustainable) 11.6% average pace of the five previous years, it was four 
times the US economy’s anemic 2.1% average annual growth over the post-crisis 2010-14 
period.

China’s pandemic response hints at a comparable outcome in the years ahead. The GDP 
report for the third quarter of 2020 suggests a rapid return to the pre-COVID trend. The 
4.9% year-on-year figure for real GDP growth does not convey a full sense of the self-
sustaining recovery that is now emerging in China. Measuring economic growth on a 
sequential quarterly basis and converting those comparisons to annual rates – the 
preferred construct of US statisticians and policymakers – provides a much cleaner sense 
of real-time shifts in the underlying momentum of any economy. On that basis, China’s 
real GDP rose at an 11% sequential annual rate in the third quarter, following a 55% post-
lockdown surge in the second quarter.

The comparison with the US is noteworthy. Both economies experienced comparable 
contractions during their respective lockdowns, which came one quarter later for the US. 
China’s 33.8% sequential (annualized) plunge in the first quarter was almost identical to 
the 31.2% US contraction in the second quarter. Based on incoming high-frequency 
(monthly) data, the so-called GDPNow estimate of the Atlanta Federal Reserve puts third-
quarter sequential real GDP growth in the US at around 35%. While that is a welcome and 
marked turnaround from the record decline during the lockdown, it is about 20 
percentage points short of China’s post-lockdown rebound and still leaves the US 
economy about 3% below its peak of late 2019.

Post-lockdown rebounds are not the real story, however. They are akin to the snapback of 
a stretched rubber band – or in statistical terms, the arithmetical result of restarting an 
economy that has just been subjected to an unprecedented sudden stop. The true test 
comes after the snapback, and that’s where China’s strategy has its greatest advantage.

China’s response to COVID-19 borrowed a page from its playbook in 2008, when it ring-
fenced its financial markets from the toxic fallout of the subprime crisis. The objective 
back then was crystal clear from the start: address the source of the shock, itself, rather 
than the collateral damage the shock caused. The CN¥4 trillion ($596.4 billion) fiscal 
stimulus of 2008-09 worked only because China had taken strong actions to insulate its 
markets from a virulent financial contagion.

China’s approach today is similar: first, insulate its citizens from a virulent pathogenic 
contagion with draconian public-health measures aimed at containing and mitigating the 
spread of the disease, and then – and only then – make judicious use of monetary and fiscal 
policy to reinforce the post-lockdown snapback. This is very different from the approach 
taken in the US, where the post-lockdown debate is more about using monetary and fiscal 
policies as front-line instruments of economic liberation, rather than relying on 
disciplined public-health measures aimed at virus containment.

This underscores the sharp contrast between China’s COVID-first strategy and the 
America-first approach of US President Donald Trump’s administration. In China, unlike 
the US, there is no political and public resistance to masks, social distancing, and 
aggressive testing as requisite norms of the COVID-19 era. Meanwhile, the US is in the 
midst of its third serious wave of infection while China continues to exercise prompt and 
effective control over new outbreaks. Earlier this autumn, for example, some nine million 
citizens in Qingdao were tested in just five days after a relatively small outbreak affecting 
fewer than 20 residents. By contrast, Trump wears his own experience with COVID-19 
infection as some perverse badge of courage, rather than as a warning of what may lie 
ahead.

In this context, China’s impressive GDP results in the third quarter stand in even sharper 
contrast with the precarious post-lockdown state of the US economy. Ongoing distress in 
the US labor market – unemployment insurance claims remained above 800,000 on a four-
week moving average through mid-October, and the 7.9% national unemployment rate in 
September was still more than double its pre-pandemic 3.5% level – leaves America’s 
consumer-led economy highly vulnerable to a setback. The confluence of a new COVID-19 
wave with the on-again, off-again political debate over another fiscal relief package has 
effectively neutralized the animal spirits that have long powered economic recovery in 
the US.

While China’s 11.2% sequential (annualized) growth in the third quarter of this year builds 
effectively on its post-lockdown snapback, some lingering signs of weakness are evident 
in several key segments of consumer services – namely travel, leisure, and 
entertainment. Human nature is the same everywhere, with fear and caution enduring, 
even in countries where aggressive containment measures are working. For those 
unwilling to focus on containment, like the US, the long shadow of COVID-19 speaks 
volumes to the ever-present perils of a double-dip recession. That is exactly what has 
happened in the aftermath of eight of the last 11 US recessions. The contrast with China’s 
self-sustaining recovery couldn’t be more striking.
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America’s Moral Tipping Point

By Kaushik Basu

China Leads Again

By Stephen S. Roach
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More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

 Liberian Physician 
A s s i s t a n t  a n d  Aproprietor of the 

Peace Home Medical Clinic in 
Paynesville outside Monrovia  
warns here that Liberians 
would continue to get sick 

due to bad food products and 
medical drugs being brought 
i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  
unscrupulous individuals.

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with The New Dawn 
on 26 October in Paynesville, 

government institutions to 
regulate drugs and food 
businesses in the country, the 
population is at risk at falling 
ill from what people consume.

Comment ing  on  the  
importation of illegal and 
dangerous substances, he 
observes that most of the 
substances in question find 
their way through border 
entries, sea and airports.

He claims IDA-certified 
medical drugs which are 
mainly meant for recognized 
hospitals and clinics are seen 
in the hands of non-medical 
practitioners thus, posing the 
public at risk.

Mr. Boakai emphasizes that 
medical drugs and frozen 
products should always be 
s t o r e d  u n d e r  c o o l  
temperature to prevent losing 
their germane or potency. 

He calls on Liberians to be 
careful in what they eat and 
t o  a v o i d  s u b s t a n d a r d  
medication, while urging 
government to strengthen 
enforcement and monitoring 
power so that those involved 
in these practices are brought 
to  book .  -Ed i t ing  by  
Jonathan Browne

Mr. Joseph T. K. Boakai notes 
that most Liberians are being 
e x p o s e d  t o  e a t i n g  
contaminated food products 
and taking in expired drugs, 
which poses serious threat to 
their health.

He explains some of the 

medical drugs are sold in 
buckets at market places are 
exposed to sunlight, including 
frozen food products that are 
attracted by huge flies.

He cautions that if nothing 
were urgently done by relevant 

h e  C u s t o m s  
Department of the TLiberia Revenue 

A u t h o r i t y  ( L R A )  h a s  
temporarily suspended the 
brokerage license of Snokri 
Clearing and Forwarding Inc., 
pending the conclusion of the 
broker’s License review 
administrative hearing. 

Snokri  has al legedly 
engaged in acts of persistent 
false declarations, causing 
the Government of Liberia to 
loss revenue.

According to the LRA, the 
action is in keeping with the 
Liberia Revenue Code and 
regulations governing the 
practice and conduct of 
customs brokers in Liberia 
which prohibits brokers, 
clearing and forwarding firms 
from engaging in unlawful 
acts that undermine revenue 
collection.

The LRA says lead broker 
and administrator of Snokri 
Clearing and Forwarding firm, 
E m m a n u e l  R a n d a l l  i s  
currently facing investigation 
for conspiring with some 
business entities to deny the 
Government of Liberia of 
lawful taxes. 

Acting as broker on behalf 
of a business entity (So Much 
To Do), Snokri Clearing and 

connection to this scheme is 
also being investigated by the 
LRA Customs Department.

L R A  A s s i s t a n t  
Commissioner for Compliance 
and Enforcement Attorney D. 
BlamoKofa says If found 
guilty, Snokri Clearing and 

Forwarding Inc. will be 
ser ious ly  pena l i zed  in  
accordance with law.  

At the same time, the LRA 
Customs Department is 
warning the public and the 
business community not to do 
business with Snokri Clearing 

Forward ing  Inc .  fa l se ly  
declared (three-forty-fourth “3 
x 44” containers) of Castro Beer 
as Vinegar Malt thus attempting 
to deny the Government of 
Liberia customs duties and 
taxes amounting to US$ 
158,967.98. AFROPA is the 

business believed to be the 
owner and operator of the 
warehouse intended to store 
falsely declared consignments. 

AFROPA is also believed to be 
t h e  l i c e n s e d  i m p o r t e r  
(franchise holder) for Castro 
Bee r  i n  L i be r i a .  The i r  
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More Liberians would get sick, if…
By Emmanuel Mondaye

LRA suspends Snokri Clearing’s license

and Forwarding Inc. and its 
lead broker Emmanuel Randall 
pending the outcome of the 
ongoing administrative license 
review hearing. 

T h e  L R A  C u s t o m s  
Department calls on brokers 

xactly a week after six 
persons were involved Ein a tragic motor 

accident on the route from 
Bong County, another Tragic 
motor accident reportedly 
killed one person on the 
Jinnipeleta bridge along the 
Gbarnga, Nimba highway on 
Tuesday, 27 October. 

This raises to seven the 
number of persons that are 
feared dead from reported 
motor accidents along the 
Bong County route in just a 
week. 

This paper on Tuesday, 27 
October  contacted the  
Spokesman of the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) Mr. Moses 

Carter to authenticate the 
report, but he indicated that 
he is sure the report is not in 
yet “so we have to wait for it to 
be in.” 

A driver operating a vehicle 
is said to have died instantly in 
the accident after allegedly 
losing control and hit a 
motorcyclist. 

A lady who was reported to 
be onboard the car and the 
operator of a motorcycle that 
had been hit were said to have 
surv ived  the  acc ident,  
according to information from 
the area. 

There were claims by some 
eyewitnesses that the car 

and the public to refrain from 
any form of fraudulent 
transactions which have the 
propensity to undermine 
Government revenue, as 
drastic actions await would-be 
perpetrators.

operator was over speeding 
which they suggest may have 
led to the accident. 

Earlier on Tuesday, 20 
October, at least six persons 
were reported dead following a 
car accident on the route from 
Bong County involving a cocoa 
truck from Guinea that was 
headed to Monrovia.

Eyewitnesses said the truck 
ran off the road leading to the 
accident. The truck with plate 
number 2300 according to 
eyewitnesses, was allegedly on 
very excessive speed when the 
driver lost control and almost 
dumped into a nearby valley.

One of the eyewitnesses 
J o n a t h a n  Tu m b a  t o l d  

journalists that when he 
arrived on the scene, he saw 
the only survivor of the 
accident in a very critical 
condition. According to Mr. 
Tumba, the survivor who was 
also a passenger, managed to 
have explained that the truck 
driver was sleeping, leading to 
the accident.

There were rumors that 
unknown criminals allegedly 
beat the only survivor in order 
to steal the goods on the truck. 
However the eyewitness did 
not comment on this claim 
because he said he went on the 
scene late.

Death rate rises on 
Gbarnga Highway
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he Liberian Senate 
has mandated the TAPM Terminals to 

provide and install 64 units of 

protective iron bars to 
classroom windows, and 
provide at least 200 pieces of 
armchairs for students at the 

iberia’s Minister of 
H e a l t h ,  D r .  LWilhelmina Jallah 

has lauded the World Bankfor 
continuously contributing to 
the country’s health sector: 
Minister Jallah reportedly 
made the commendation 
after UNOPS handed over 15 
ambulances to the Ministry of 
Health.  

“ O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
President of theRepublic of 
Liberia, and the Ministry of 
Health and the IMS and all 
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  
beenparticipating in the 
Covid-19, I want to say thanks 
for this donation. We will 
ensure that theseambulances 
will be used for their intended 
purpose which is to service 
our people. So weaccept, and 
we want to thank UNOPS for 
the delivery and even taking 
u p  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
toprocure these ambulances 
under the World Bank Project. 
We also want to thank the 
WorldBank and our local team 
for all the work that they do 
together to collaborate and 
coordinate tomake sure that 
these ambulances reach”, 
the Minister is quoted in a 
UNOPS’ release.

UNOPS  say s  the  15  
ambulances worth $870,222 

APM Terminals is accused 
of disrespecting a Senate 
committee which was looking 
into a case between the 
company and the Dock 
Workers.

The Senate’s sanction 
against the company on 
Wednesday, 14 October 
followed a contempt hearing 
against the company for 
having disrespected the 
Senate Labor Committee.

T h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  
management team and its law 
Cllr. Golba Elliot of Sherman 
and Sherman Law Firm made 
an apology to the Senate in 
regards to their recent 
behavior before the full 
plenary of the Liberian 
Senate.

The President Pro -  
Tempore of the Liberian 
Senate Albert T. Chie recently 
set up an Ad Hoc Committee 
headed by Maryland County 
Senator J. Gbleh-bo Brown, 
mandating the team to work 
out details of the community 

requested UNOPS to handle 
the procurement and delivery 
of the 15 ambulances. The 
ambulances have contributed 
to the government’s efforts to 
respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic and its recovery by 
ensuring continuous health 
s e r v i c e s  a m i d s t  t h e  
pandemic. It will also improve 
access to health and socio-
e conom ic  s uppo r t  f o r  
vulnerable groups, including 
women and children. -Press 
Release

William V.S. Tubman High 
School as punishment against 
the company.

It can be recalled that the 
ordered APM Terminals to 

perform “community service” 
at the William V. S. Tubman High 
School on 12th Street, Sinkor, as 
a reasonable sanction. 

were delivered on 23 October 
2020 by the World Bank to the 
Ministry of Health to equip the 
ministry with needed logistics 
to respond to the outbreak of 
COVID-19. Liberia’s first case of 
COVID-19 was reported on 
March 16, 2020.

Government of Liberia 
obtained funds from the World 
Bank to support Liberia’s 
COVID-19Emergency Response 
Project, according to the 
release. 

The Ministry of Health 

More headline news   More headline news

n a frantic effort to 
con t r i bu te  t o  t he  Idevelopment’s agenda 

in raising the necessary 
revenue, the Center for 
National Document and 
Records Archives (CNDRA) on 
Tuesday, 27 October unveiled 
the Marriage and the Program 
and Projects Sections, its two 
newest sections.

A d d r e s s i n g  C N D R A  
employees and guests at a 
program marking the official 
d e d i c a t o r y  c e r e m o n y,  
Marriage Section Director at 
CNDRA Ms. Asatu Carpenter 
says the dedication of the two 
sect ions  wi l l  he lp  the  
institution to contribute to 
national government’s efforts 
by raising the necessary 
revenues.

“The unveiling of the 
Marriage and Program and 
Projects Sections is considered 
as a dream come true for us, 

and this dedication here today 
is as the result of our visionary 
Director General that we 
have,” Ms Carpenter says.

She says employees of 
CNDRA are pleased to have a 
Director General that is so 
passionate and committed to 
transforming the institution 
for the betterment of the 
government and the country at 
large.

According to her, in the 
Marriage Section, staff carry 
out marriage counseling to 
couples or individuals seeking 
to get married, something she 
says will add value to the 
working of the institution.

The two new sections both 
have waiting rooms and well 
furnished with air conditioners 
in both sections, making the 
environment comfortable for 
employees, visitors and others 
who will go for business 
purposes.

For his part, CNDRA Director 
General Mr. Emmanuel A. 
Lomax extols employees for 
their tireless contribution in 
achieving the dream.

According to him, this 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the fullest cooperation 
from his deputies, heads of 
sections and the staff at the 
entity.

He says the achievement is 
not about him, but the staff, 
recalling that during the heat 
of COVID-19, a huge portion of 
the staff were sent home base 
on a mandate from the 
president and the few staff 
t ha t  r ema ined  had  t o  
multitask.

He notes that the efforts 
they put in is something that 
motivated him and today he is 
glad that they are making 
immense progress.

Speaking to reporters 
following the dedicatory 

ceremony, Mr. Lomax says the 
dedication of the two new 
sections means a lot for 
CNDRA, noting that the 
achievement is in line with the 
government’s Pro - Poor 
Agenda.

According to him, the 
CNDRA is working on a five year 
strategic plan to decentralize 
its activities including opening 
of offices in the 15 counties.

He says since he took over at 
C N D R A ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  
management  has tried to bring 
integrity to the institution by 
installing CCTV that covers the 
strategic areas, adding that 
these are things that give the 
nation recognition by foreign 
countries.

“We public officials can’t 
c o n t i n u e  t o  r e l y  o n  
government every time to 
augment our budget, at times 
we need to be innovative,” he 
says.

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Health Ministry commends World 
Bank for 15 ambulances

APM Terminals ordered to provide iron 
gate, armchairs as punishment

By Ethel A Tweh

CNDRA unveils 
two new sections

By Lewis S. Teh 
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e refus de la vice-
présidente libérienne LJewel Howard Taylor 

d’apporter son soutien à un 
candidat de la mouvance au 
pouvoir aux prochaines 
é l e c t i on s  s éna to r i a l e s  
continue de susciter des 
réactions au sein de sa famille 
politique. 

En effet, son propre parti, 
le Parti National Patriotique 
(NPP), membre de la Coalition 
p o u r  l e  c h a n g e m e n t  
démocratique au pouvoir, a 
q u a l i f i é  s o n  a t t i t u d e  
detotalement gênanteet 
embarrassante.

Le sénateur Yallah du 
comté de Bongest l’un des 
candidats de la mouvance 
présidentielle aux élections 
sénatoriales spécialesprévues 
pour avoir  l ieu le  08 
décembre, mais la vice-
présidente Taylor, qui est elle-
même originaire du comté de 
Bong, a récemment déclaré 
sur la radio nationale qu’elle 
ne le soutiendrait pas.

Mme Taylor, elle-même, a 
été sénatrice du comté de 
Bongpendant deux mandats 
avant de se présenter sur le 
ticket de la Coalition avec M. 
George MannehWeah en 2017. 

Tous deux sont venus du Sénat 
libérien.

Mais depuis leur accession à 
la magistrature suprême, les 
rapports entre les deux 
premières personnalités de 
l’Etat ne semblent pas bons, à 
en juger par certains propos 
tenus par le passé par Mme 
Taylor, qui n’a pas l’air de 
garder sa langue dans sa poche, 
surtout quand il s’agit de 
défendre ses droits.

 S’exprimant sur une radio 
locale le lundi 26 octobre à 
Monrovia, le secrétaire 
général national du NPP, 
Andrew Peters, a déclaré que 
le comité exécutif national et 
les partisans de l’ancien parti 
au pouvoir sont embarrassés 
par la déclaration de la vice-
présidente.

« Le NPP n’est pas une 
église ou une organisation 

Comme une trainée de poudre, la contagion de la contestation des 
régimes en place, débutée au Mali en juin, est en passe de gagner le 
reste de l’Afrique de l’Ouest. De la Côte d’Ivoire à la Guinée, en 
passant par le Nigeria, les cocotiers sont secoués, installant la 
panique au sommet des États. 

Et la réponse au cri de détresse des populations est la répression 
féroce des manifestants. Ils tombent sous les balles des forces de 
l’ordre. Leur tort, c’est d’avoir dénoncé la confiscation du pouvoir au 
nom d’un troisième mandat dans les deux premiers pays et la 
mauvaise gouvernance dans le troisième, le géant de l’Afrique de 
l’Ouest. Le dénominateur commun dans ces pays, c’est le sang versé 
de leurs compatriotes pour se maintenir au pouvoir.

Contesté par un mouvement populaire au début du mois de juin 
dernier, le régime d’IBK, en lieu et place d’un dialogue direct et franc 
avec les responsables du Mouvement du 5 juin-Rassemblement des 
forces patriotiques (M5-RFP), a préféré la répression des 
manifestants. 

Le bilan est lourd. Vingt-trois (23) morts en trois jours de 
manifestations les 10, 11 et 12 juillet et de plusieurs blessés don’t 
certains sont marqués à vie. La série noire allait continuer pour les 
leaders et militants du M5-RFP si l’armée n’était pas intervenue, le 18 
août dernier pour mettre fin au régime d’IBK, décidé à faire taire la 
contestation par une répression sanglante.

Et avant même que l’armée n’intervienne de nouveau sur la scène 
politique malienne, le feu couvait déjà sous la cendre en Côte 
d’Ivoire et en Guinée. Dans ces pays, les présidents Alassane Ouattara 
et Alpha Condé, contre toute attente, ont décidé de briguer un 
troisième mandat après avoir modifié la Constitution qui limitait 
leurs mandats à deux. Ce passage en force est perçu par les opinions 
publiques ivoiriennes et guinéennes comme des mandats de trop.

Pour se faire entendre, elles ont fait de la rue l’expression de leur ras-
le-bol. Mais à leur grande surprise, les forces de l’ordre tirent à balles 
réelles sur les manifestants pour contenir la contestation dans les 
rues. Peine perdue. Ceux-ci, déterminés à aller jusqu’au bout de leur 
revendication, à savoir faire renoncer par leur chef d’État au mandat 
de trop, sont fauchés par les balles dans l’indifférence totale des 
organisations des droits de l’homme et de la soi-disant communauté 
internationale. Que de sang a coulé dans ces pays par la volonté d’un 
seul homme !

Le Nigeria, le géant de l’Afrique de l’Ouest, est aussi atteint par la 
contestation. Les manifestants aussi comme au Mali, en Côte d’Ivoire 
et en Guinée Conakry deviennent à leur tour des fruits morts. Les 
Nigérians protestent contre les exactions des forces spéciales sur la 
population et la cherté de la vie.

L’entêtement des chefs d’État de ces pays va-t-il provoquer 
l’intervention de l’armée sur l’arène politique comme au Mali ? À 
l’allure où vont les choses, cette probabilité est grande. Comme pour 
dire que les militaires peuvent être contraints de se ranger du côté de 
la population pour arrêter la boulimie de ces présidents qui veulent 
se maintenir au trône bon gré, malgré dans le sang de leurs peuples.

 Dans le cas contraire, ils vont à acheter le silence des puissances 
impérialistes par la signature des contrats miniers, des marchés de 
construction, du bradage des sociétés et entreprises d’État afin de 
légitimer leur pouvoir maculé du sang du peuple.

Après les partis uniques accusés du retard économique de l’Afrique 
par la gestion clanique du pouvoir, nous voilà en démocratie avec son 
cortège de morts, de désolation et de confiscation du pouvoir par la 
violation des Constitutions. Elle aussi n’a pas été à la hauteur des 
attentes du fait des dirigeants corrompus et assoiffés de pouvoir. 
Alors que tous les espoirs étaient placés en ce mode de gouvernance 
pour effacer les traces indélébiles du monopartisme. 

Ces deux (02) systèmes politiques n’ayant pas apporté le bonheur 
souhaité, les résultats escomptés aux peuples africains et le progrès 
au continent, le temps n’est-il pas venu pour que les Africains 
réfléchissent à un autre modèle politique plus adapté à leurs réalités 
pour qu’enfin s’amorce un développement durable ?

La Collaboration des partis 
politiques (PPC), plateforme 
de l’opposition, a annoncé 
lundi la suspension de la 
manifestation qui devait 
débuter le mercredi 28 
octobre 2020.

La CPP, qui est composée 
du Parti de l’unité (UP, ancien 
parti au pouvoir), du Parti de 
la liberté (LP), de l’All 
LiberiansParty (ALP) et de 

l’Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) ,  ava i tmenacé  de  
descendre dans la rue si la Cour 
suprême ne se penchait pas sur 
son recours. La manifestation 
nationale soutenue devrait 
commencer le mercredi 28 
octobre 2020 pour exiger le 
nettoyage et l’annulation de la 
mise à jour de la liste 
électorale, qui, selon elle, est 
entachée de fraude.

Mais, dans un communiqué 
publié lundi dernier, la 
plateforme de l’opposition a 
fait valoir qu’au regard de 
plusieurs évènements qui se 
succèdent, il était nécessaire 
de décider de la suspension de 
la manifestation, ce, en 
attendant la décision de la 
Cour suprême qui a accepté 
d’entendre leur plainte et a 
émis une ordonnance de 
suspension du processus 
électoral.

« L’affaire a été entendue 
la semaine dernière et la 
décision de la Cour suprême 
devrait être annoncée sous 
p e u  » ,  i n d i q u e  l e  
communiqué, ajoutant : « 
Nous attendons également la 
décision de la NEC (National 
Election Commission) sur la 
validité de la mise à jour des 
listes électorales ».

A la collaboration des 
partis de l’opposition de 
préciser que la décision de la 
Commission Electorale peut 
faire l’objet d’un appel, d’où 
la nécessité d’épuiser tous les 
recours juridiques locaux et 
régionaux.

L’opposition a également 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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« La vice-présidente Taylor est 
un embarras total », le NPP

La manifestation prévue aujourd’hui 
mercredi 28 octobre a été suspendue

ÉDITORIAL
DU SANG POUR SE 
MAINTENIR AU POUVOIR
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ENEVA – Un récent sondage révèle qu’un 
Américain sur trois serait réticent à recevoir Gun vaccin contre la COVID-19, et la 

nébuleuse anti-vaccin aurait gagné au moins 7,8 
millions de nouveaux adeptes sur les réseaux 
sociaux depuis 2019. Tout comme la pandémie, la 
désinformation et les rumeurs anti-vaccin ne 
connaissent pas de frontières. Le plus tragique est 
que la valse-hésitation à la vaccination qui en 
résulte mettra surtout en danger les personnes 
démunies.

Les plus démunis ont déjà été durement frappés par 
la pandémie. Ce sont eux qui perdent leurs gagne-
pain ainsi que l’accès à la nutrition et aux soins de 
santé et ultimement en décèdent. Un nombre 
croissant de femmes et d’enfants de populations 
marginalisées échappent actuellement à la 
couverture des services publics comme en 
témoignent la fréquence accrue de violences 
sexistes, la hausse des grossesses chez les 
adolescentes et la baisse de personnel qualifié lors 
des accouchements. Un autre million d’enfants 
pourrait perdre la vie dans les six prochains mois en 
raison des répercussions de la pandémie et 
l’essentiel de ces décès aurait lieu parmi les classes 
défavorisées.

Les vaccins protègent jusqu’à trois millions de vies 
chaque année. En effet, ce sont souvent les 
premiers et uniques services de santé qui 
atteignent les ménages défavorisés. Les personnes 
vivant dans des conditions précaires et dépourvues 
d’installations sanitaires de base, de salubrité, 
d’eau potable, de produits nettoyants et d’une 
alimentation adéquate sont plus à risque de 
contracter une maladie qui aurait pu être évitée 
par la vaccination et même d’en décéder. De plus, 
lorsqu’elles sont malades, il n’est pas rare qu’elles 
manquent de moyens pour accéder à des soins de 
santé. Une immunité vaccinale permet de lutter 
contre les maladies et de réduire la mortalité 
infantile évitable dans les communautés démunies. 
Pour ces motifs, la vaccination est le meilleur 
moyen d’assurer leur survie.

En véhiculant des informations mensongères, le 
mouvement anti-vaccin risque d’accroître les 
risques de décès parmi les enfants démunis. Une 
flambée de désinformation sur les vaccins aux 
Philippines est en large partie responsable de la 
chute du taux de vaccination des enfants du pays de 
87 % en 2014 à 68 % aujourd’hui. Cette situation a 
entraîné une recrudescence de la poliomyélite et 
plusieurs cas de rougeoles, particulièrement chez 
les personnes pauvres.

De la même manière, au Cameroun, de fausses 
rumeurs prétendant que le vaccin contre le virus du 
papillome humain (VPH) pouvait entraîner la 
stérilité amènent des parents à refuser que leurs 
filles se fassent vacciner. Cela a pour effet 
d’exposer des millions de filles à ce virus qui 
entraîne 90 % de l’ensemble des cas de cancer du 
col de l’utérus et tue 311?000 femmes chaque 
année, principalement dans des pays à faible 
revenu. Ce sont les jeunes filles défavorisées qui 
ont le plus besoin de ce vaccin. En fait, bien souvent 
elles n’ont pas accès à des services de dépistage et 
leurs familles n’ont pas les moyens de payer les 
traitements coûteux. Le vaccin contre le VPH est 
leur meilleure protection.

La plupart des femmes qui décèdent du cancer du 
col de l’utérus sont dans leur prime jeunesse et 
laissent dans le deuil leur progéniture. Leur décès 
comporte donc de lourds coûts sociaux et 
économiques, particulièrement au sein des 
populations démunies. Les protagonistes du 
mouvement anti-vaccination songent-ils vraiment à 

ces conséquences? ? La menace provenant de la 
désinformation ne se limite pas aux vaccins contre le 
VPH. Des théories anti-vaccin tout aussi dangereuses, 
qui sont le plus souvent diffusées par le truchement 
des médias sociaux, rendent des millions d’enfants 
vulnérables à d’autres maladies facilement évitables 
par la vaccination. Ces théories risquent d’annuler les 
retombées bénéfiques mondiales des vaccins contre 
la COVID-19 lorsqu’ils seront distribués.   

La pandémie a bouleversé le monde entier et est 
source de grandes incertitudes et de beaucoup 
d’anxiété. Le développement de vaccins contre la 
COVID-19 et un accès rapide, juste et équitable – est 
la seule façon de mettre un terme à cette crise 
rapidement. Cependant, on ne pourra y mettre fin 
tant que les fausses informations perdurent et qu’une 
confiance en l’immunisation n’est pas instaurée. Pour 
y parvenir, il faudra des campagnes d’informations 
factuelles et constructives provenant de source sûre 
ainsi que la coopération des plateformes de médias 
sociaux pour que leurs algorithmes ne servent pas à 
répandre de rumeurs virulentes.

En plus de freiner la progression de la désinformation, 
il faudra rappeler aux gens que la protection des 
vaccins est un droit qui leur revient. Historiquement, 
les plus nantis avaient un accès privilégié aux vaccins 
alors que les plus démunis ont dû attendre plusieurs 
décennies. La fondation de Gavi, l’Alliance du vaccin, 
en 2000, a commencé à réduire cet écart flagrant. 
Aujourd’hui, riches ou pauvres ont, pour ainsi dire, un 
accès égal aux vaccins vitaux.

Dans mon pays natal, l’Inde, les groupes anti-vaccins 
ont contrecarré le lancement de vaccins essentiels au 
programme national d’immunisation public pendant 
plusieurs années. Les vaccins contre l’hépatite B, 
l’Haemophilus influenzæ de type B, le rotavirus et la 
pneumonie étaient donc seulement offerts sur les 
marchés privés à des prix vertigineux que seuls les 
mieux nantis pouvaient s’offrir. Des familles 
défavorisées, dont les enfants mouraient en grand 
nombre de ces maladies, n’avaient pas les moyens 
d’assumer les coûts élevés des vaccins.

Les groupes anti-vaccins ont déposé une requête 
devant tribunal afin de nous empêcher de lancer notre 
programme national pour ces vaccins. Au nom des 
instances sanitaires, j’ai fait valoir que «? les 
pétitionnaires n’étaient pas contre les vaccins, mais 
bien contre les vaccins pour les pauvres.?  Le tribunal 
était du même avis. Sa décision a ouvert la voie à 
l’administration de nouveaux vaccins et a ainsi sauvé 
un grand nombre de vies, notamment chez les plus 
vulnérables.

Cet incident soulève la question : qui a le moins à 
perdre de ces rumeurs anti-vaccination? ? Dans bien 
des cas, ces rumeurs sont colportées par des gens 
assez privilégiés pour ne pas avoir à se soucier si le 
vaccin est administré à temps. Ce gens habitent 
probablement dans des régions où les maladies 
évitables ont été en grande partie enrayées, et sont, 
sans doute, protégés par l’immunité collective en 
raison de la vaccination d’une grande partie de la 
population. Dans l’éventualité où ils tombent 
malades, ils ont accès à des soins médicaux de 
qualité.

Dans leur campagne de désinformation inconsidérée, 
les propagandistes anti-vaccins ignorent 
complètement le sort de ceux qui ont le plus à perdre 
s’ils ne se font point vacciner : les plus pauvres et les 
plus vulnérables. Ces derniers risquent de mourir ou 
de s’enfoncer dans un gouffre financier si eux ou leurs 
familles tombent malades. Pour une grande partie de 
la population mondiale, la vaccination représente 
leur seule chance d’être inoculée contre la pauvreté.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

dans laquelle une personne 
peut décider du sort du reste 
des membres. Il s’agit plutôt 
d’un parti politique qui 
défende une idéologie et 
lutte pour le bien-être du 
peuple l ibér ien et  en 
particulier de ses partisans. 
L e  C o n g r è s  p o u r  l e  
changement démocratique et 
le Parti démocratique du 
peuple libérien, deux autres 
partis membres de la coalition 
au pouvoir,  n’ont  pas  
participé au processus de 
sélection des candidats au 
NPP, des membres du bureau 
exécutif et de la direction 
nationale du parti, y compris 
son porte-étendard, la vice-
présidenteJewel Howard 
Taylor. Il est donc incroyable 
et totalement inacceptable 
qu’un porte-étendard dise sur 
l’espace public qu’il n’est pas 
d’accord avec la décision de 
son parti. C’est inimaginable 
», a-t-il dit.

« Mme Taylor a largement 
bénéficié de la Coalition, car 
en dépit du fait d’être la vice-
présidente du Libéria, elle 
a e u  l ’ o c c a s i o n  d e  

fait savoir que l’arrivée de 
l’équipe technique de la 
CEDEAO la semaine dernière 
pour travailler avec la 
Commis s ion  é lectora le  
nationale pour nettoyer la 
liste électorale est une autre 
raison de la suspension de la 
manifestation.

Selon le communiqué, la 
CEDEAO a dit que le président 
libérien avait demandé une 
assistance technique pour le 
nettoyage  de  la  l i s te  
électorale. « A cela », dit 
l’opposition, « il faut ajouter 
les consultations en cours 
avec le conseil interreligieux 
qui veut bien œuvrer pour la 
paix ».

Pour rappel, vendredi 
dernier (23 octobre 2020), le 
Conseil interreligieux et les 
p a r t i s  p o l i t i q u e s  d e  
l’opposition ont eu une 
rencontre pour discuter des 
préoccupations qui animent 
ces derniers. L’IRC a, au 
terme des pourparlers, 
demandé du temps pour 
intervenir et tenir  de 
nouvelles consultations avec 
d’autres partis politiques et la 
commission électorale au 
cours de cette semaine.

L a  p l a t e f o r m e  d e  
l’opposition a également cité 
l’instabilité régionale comme 
facteur. « Bien que les 
manifestations électorales 
qui sont en cours en Guinée et 
en Côte d’Ivoire ne soient pas 

recommander de nombreuses 
personnes au gouvernement, y 
compris sa sœur biologique, 
Mme Sandra Howard, en tant 
q u e  v i c e - m i n i s t r e  d e  
l’administration au ministère 
de la Santé, feu Emmanuel 
Nyenswa, Auditeur général de 
l’Agence d’audit interne (IAA), 
son adjoint au bureau des 
opérations, M. Titus Charlie, et 
le président du consei l  
d’administration des Loteries 
nationales du Libéria, l’actuel 
ministre de la Santé, Dr. 
WilhelminaJallah sans avoir eu 
besoin de consulter la direction 
du NPP », a-t-il fait savoir.

A M. Peters de préciser que le 
sénateur Yalah a remporté la 
victoire lors de l’élection 
primaire de la Coalition à Bong. 
C o n t r a i r e m e n t  a u x  
spéculations, il n’a pas été trié 
sur le volet.

Il a par ailleurs révélé que le 
parti devrait tenir son congrès 
national la deuxième semaine 
du mois de décembre pour élire 
un nouveau bureau politique à 
l’exception du porte-étendard 
et du secrétaire général 
national. 

directement liées à nos 
préoccupations électorales, 
elles constituent une recette de 
la déstabilisationde la sous-
région. À ce titre, un certain 
nombre d’appels de nos 
partenaires régionaux et 
i n te rna t i onaux  on t  é té  
examinés ».

«Nous avons fait des progrès 
significatifs dans la réalisation 
de nos objectifs, sans la 
protestation. Par conséquent, il 
est logique d’attendre le 
r é s u l t a t  d e  c e s  
développements, avant de 
procéder à la protestation si 
nécessaire.

Des élections libres, justes 
et crédibles sont des piliers 
importants du maintien de la 
paix et de la sécurité. Par 
conséquent, nous continuerons 
à collaborer avec la CEDEAO, le 
Conseil interreligieux du Libéria 
et d’autres partenaires, pour 
veiller à ce que la Commission 
électorale nationalefasse ce qui 
est bien pour la promotion de 
notre paix et de notresécurité. 
Cependant, notre prochaine 
ligne de conduite dépendra du 
ré su l t a t  de s  d i f f é ren t s  
engagements, de l’équipe 
technique de la CEDEAO et de la 
décision finale de la Cour et de 
l a  N E C  p r i n c i p a l e m e n t  
concernant le nettoyage de la 
liste électorale et de la validité 
du processus de mise à jour qui 
vient de s’achever », a conclu le 
communiqué.
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L’immunisation pour lutter 
contre la pauvreté

Par Anuradha Gupta« La vice-présidente Taylor

La manifestation prévue
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c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  
(NewDawnLiberia, October 19, 2020), the ACollaborating Political Parties (CPP) 

represented by their Chairman, the Honorable 
Alexander Cummings who is, also, Political Leader of 
the ANC Political Party, applied to the Supreme Court 
for a Writ of Mandamus against the National 
Elections Commission (NEC) to halt the election 
process until the final voters’ registration Roll (FRR 
of 2017) is fully cleaned up for a truly democratic 
free, fair and transparent elections. For, Liberia’s 
“Partners-in-Progress” and the world are watching. 

The voter-roll clean-up was mandated by the 
Liberian Senate, the House of Representatives, 
recommended by the ECOWAS and ruling by the 
Supreme Court of Liberia.  But the Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court in Chambers denied issuance of 
the Writ; therefore, the CPP appealed to the full 
Bench for the Writ; thus, the showdown and the 
Election Blues.

Mandamus is motivated by Article 37, the 
requirement of the Liberian Constitution which 
provides that, “In the event of a vacancy in the 
Legislature caused by death, resignation and 
expulsion or otherwise, the presiding officer shall, 
within 30 days, notify the NEC thereof. The NEC 
shall, not later than 90 days thereafter, cause by-
election to be held provided that where such 
vacancy occurs within 90 days prior to the holding of 
general elections, the filing of the vacancy shall 
await the holding of such general elections”. 
Meanwhile the NEC, with reported, apparent, 
support by the Executive and Legislative Branches of 
government, disregarded and refused to comply with 
the Supreme Court Ruling.

Now the sitting Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court wonders about the application of Mandamus, 
in this case and at this time presents a “tricky 
situation” – opens a can of worms and expands the 
office of mandamus because of the unprecedented 
nature of the issues. Indeed, we agree; but 
analogously, almost all medications of modern 
Medical Practice/profession come with less negative 
“Side effects” which the patient must take with the 
much more positive. 

This “tricky situation” is pregnant with several 
tricky self-interested illegal and immoral alliances 
involving some government line executives, some 
members of the Legislature, some legal 
professionals (judges, prosecutor-defense lawyers) 
and some prominent officials who have been and are 

the crucial supporters of illegally-appointed NEC 
chairpersons for obvious reasons, in violation of law.

 Cllr. Benedict Sannoh, Counsel for the CPP, also, 
agreed with the “tricky situations” argument. But he 
argued that the “Supreme Court must make a 
determination, even if the Mandamus is denied; that 
the decision of the Court should and must address 
the violations” in the light of the violation’s ripple 
effect, “in order to avoid re-occurrence”; thatthe 
Legislature is not a sacred cow and “must understand 
that Article 37 is mandatory and legal obligation that 
the Legislature must uphold; that the Legislature is 
not different from the Executive because they are all 
creatures of the Constitution; and that Mandamus 
had been issued against the Executive before and 
can lie; therefore, Mandamus can, also, lie against 
the Legislature”.

Cllr. Michael Wright, Counsel for the NEC said “for 

the NEC to act to trigger the 90 days, it must be 
notified by the Legislature . . . the NEC is not 
required, in other words, to go round looking for 
work to do. No, no. Its work is defined by law. The 
legal duty imposed upon NEC does not commence 
until the Legislature has don its work, first”. That is 
to say, in his words, that the Legislature did not 
inform the NEC about vacancies in the Legislature.

Counsel for the Legislature and Executive, 
Solicitor General Cllr. SeymahCephas argued that 
“there is no compelling evidence that the 
Legislature has not performed as required” – has 
notified the NEC of vacancies in the Legislature - 
contrary to the admission by Counsel for NEC, Cllr. 
Wright. 

This, in fact, is continuous tactics designed to 
delay and deny justice.

With Bai M. Gbala, Sr.
October 21, 2020  

Response/Reaction To “Election (Electoral) Blues” 
Grew Out of “Top Legal Battle Emerges”



service to be carried out by 
APM Terminals.  

The ad hoc committee was 
also to further look into the 
complaints of the employees 
against the Management of 
the APM Terminals. 

Members of the ad hoc 
committee included Senator 
Conmany B. Wesseh of River 
Gee as Co-chair, and Senators 
Saa Joseph, Steve Zargo, 
Morris Saytumah as members.  

The committee held a 
m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
M a n a g e m e n t  o f  A P M  
T e r m i n a l s ,  t h e  
representatives of the 
aggrieved workers and the 
authorities at the William V. 
S. Tubman High School and 

m a d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
recommendations to the 
leadership of the Senate which 
were endorsed.  

Regarding the complaints of 
the employees against the 
Management of the APM 
Te rm ina l s ,  t he  ad  hoc  
committee took due cognizance 
of the appointment of a new 
Minister of Labor.

According to the committee, 
the new minister has assured 
the Senate’s leadership that he 
is making, as a matter of high 
priority, the investigation and 
resolution of the labor dispute 
between the Management of 
the APM Terminals and its 
workers.  

On the basis of his assurance, 

UN, ECOWAS data 
experts arrived

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

the Senate leadership urges 
the Minister of Labor to 
oversee the conduct of an 
impartial investigation and 
resolution of the employees’ 
complaints in an expeditious 
manner.

In accordance with Article 
44 of the Constitution of 
Liberia and Rules 60 and 61 of 
the Senate Standing Rules, the 
Liberian Senate held the APM 
Terminals in contempt for 
obstructing the Legislative 
functions of the Senate 
Standing Committee on Labor 
and, on 7 October, found the 
company guilty.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley
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ewly  appointed 
E n v i r o n m e n t  NProtection Agency 

(EPA) Executive Director Prof. 
Wilson Tarpeh has rejected 
his appointment as National 
Campaign Chairman of the 
r u l i n g  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) for 
the December 8, midterm 
senatorial electionciting the 
controversial 2014 code of 
conduct for public officials.

The immediate past 
Commercial Minister was 
recently named among a host 
of Government officials to 
head the ruling party’s 
senatorial campaign. Other 

government officials listed 
are Gender Minister Mrs. Piso 
Saydee Tarr, as head of Media 
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
M o n r o v i a  C i t y  M a y o r  
Jefferson Koijee, as head of 
Operations, Deputy Finance 
and Development Planning 
M i n i s t e r  D r.  S a m o r a  
Wolokollie as chief strategist, 
National Port Authority 
Managing Director Mr. Bill 
Tw e h w a y,  a s  C o u n t y  
Coordinator.

Other senior Government 

The Code further states in 
Section 5.2 thatany official 
who is desirous of canvassing 
or contesting for an elective 
public position should resign 
two years prior to doing so.

The Code lists; a) Any 
Minister, Deputy Minister, 
Director-General, Managing 
Director and Superintendent 
appointed by the President 
pursuant to article 56 (a) of 
the Constitution and a 
Managing Director appointed 
by a Board of Directors, who 
desires to contest for public 
elective office shall resign 
said post at least two (2) years 
prior to the date of such 
public elections; b) Any other 
official appointed by the 
President who holds a tenured 
position and desires to 
contest for public elective 
office shall resign said post 
three (3) years prior to the 
date of such public elections; 
c) However, in the case of 
i m p e a c h m e n t ,  d e a t h ,  
resignation or disability of an 
elected official, any official 
listed above, desirous of 
canvassing or contesting to fill 
such position must resign said 
position within thirty days 
following the declaration by 
the Nat ional  E lect ions  
Commission of the vacancy. 

Prof. Tarpeh is arguably the 
first official to publicly 
decline such appointment 
based on the code of conduct. 
The code has since been 
violated by public officials in 
all sectors and has become 
toothless.

The code hit rock bottom 
during the 2017 elections 
when Liberty Party then vice 
Pres ident ia l  Cand idate  
Harrison Karnwhea and others 
fai led to vacate their  
positions two years prior to 
being nominated. 

Quite recently, Foreign 
Minister Gbehzhongar Finley 
resigned just few months to 
the December 8, election 
instead of the two years 
requirement.

officials named on the ruling 
party’s campaign team are 
Education Minister Prof. D. Ansu 
Sonii, Deputy Internal Affairs 
Minister Paulita C.C. Wie, 
Grand Bassa Superintendent 
Janjay Baikpeh and Labour 
Minister Moses Y. Kollie among a 
host of dozens others.

Prof. Tarpeh said on Tuesday 
October 27, 2020 he would 
rather support the party but not 
to be a direct participant in the 
campaign as doing so, he says 
contravene the code of 
conduct.

The code of  conduct 
particularly Part V-political 
participation bars public 

officials from participating in 
electoral activities.

Part V, Section 5.1 states: All 
Officials appointed by the 
President of the Republic of 
Liberia shall not: a) engage in 
political activities, canvass or 
contest for elected offices; b) 
use Government facilities, 
equipment or resources in 
support of partisan or political 
activities; c) serve on a 
campaign team of any political 
party, or the campaign of any 
independent candidate.

Cont’d from page 7

 team of data experts 
from the Economic ACommunity of West 

African States and UNDP has 
arrived in Liberia to work with 
the  Nat iona l  E lect ions  
Commission in cleaning up the 
Final Voter Roll ahead of the 
December 8, 2020 special 
senatorial elections.

This followed mounting 
pressure from the opposition 
community, particularly the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
Collaborating Political Parties, 
who had gone to the Supreme 
Court to, among other 
concerns, ensure the FRV is 
cleaned up.

The CPP concerns followed 
persistent reports of multiple 
registrations by voters at 
various centers and voter-
trucking by politicians to boost 
their chances at the poll.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  p r e s s  

conference in Monrovia on 
Tuesday, October 27, the 
chairperson of the National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
D a v i d e t t a  B r o w n e  
Lassanahdisclosed that four 
experts - three from ECOWAS 
and one from UNDP will work 
closely with the NEC data 
center staffs to ensure things 
are done professionally and 
technically.

Speaking at the conference 
also, the technical head of the 
team from ECOWAS, Mr. 
ChidiNwafor said, this is not 
the first time for ECOWAS to 
have assisted the Liberian 
electoral body with technical 
work.

He recalled that during the 
2 017  Pr e s i den t i a l  a nd  
Representatives elections, 
ECOWAS sent technical team 
here that worked with NEC in 
some key areas.

According to him, during 

t h e i r  d a y s  w i t h  t h e  
commission, the team is open 
to suggestions from media, the 
ruling establishment and the 
opposition on how the process 
can be done professionally.

Mr. Nwafor narrated the 
team’s term of reference is 
about 2020 Special Senatorial 
e lect ion  and the  2023  
presidential election, ensuring 
all issues relating to the data 
collection and processing are 
handled and all problems 
discovered at the commission 
will be handled professionally 
so that Liberian voters can 
have the best.

The data expert said 
findings from the work will be 
shared with the board of 
commis s ioner s  o f  NEC,  
authorities of UNDP, ECOWAS 
and the Liberian people 
through the media.

Meanwhile, the NEC board 

o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a s  
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  
commencement of exhibition 
of voters’ pictures and 
particulars for public viewing  
and correction.

Madam Lassanahdisclosed 
the exercise commences 
today, October 28 to 31, and 
the full listing of voters will be 
displayed at various voting 
centers for viewing, urging 
registered voters to visit 
registration centers to update 
their records within the time 
frame.

At the same time, she 
announced the NEC has 
received US$5.6 million for the 
Special Senatorial election and 
that the Ministry of Finance 
and Development Planning has 
made strong commitment to 
provide US$13 million for the 
successful conduct of the 
e l e c t i o n .  - E d i t i n g  b y  
Jonathan Browne
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Tarpeh rejects campaign appointment

APM Terminals ordered
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helsea boss Frank 
Lampard believes CEnglish managers 

are judged differently to their 
foreign counterparts and says 
more should be given the 
opportunity to lead Premier 
League clubs.

Lampard took over the 
reins at Stamford Bridge 
ahead of the 2019-20 season 
t o  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t  
Englishman to permanently 
lead the club since Glenn 
Hoddle left in 1996. 

He guided the club to a top-
four finish in the Premier 
League in his maiden campaign 
but has overseen just two wins 
from Chelsea's opening six top-
flight games so far this season, 
with Sunday's 0-0 draw with 
Manchester United leaving 
them in 10th. 

That sluggish start has led to 
some people questioning 
whether Lampard is the right 
man for the job, but the 42-
year-old is content with the 
progress Chelsea have made 

travel to and from the Roberts 
International Airport in 
Margibi County.

Recent electoral rallies 
both in Monrovia and other 
parts of the country had 
characterized by violence, 
including stone-throwing and 
machete-waving, sometimes 
resulting to injuries. 

The Liberia National Police 
has made very few or no arrest 
at all in most of these violence 
that have a potential to 
obstruct free, fair and 
credible election. 

he Government of 
the United States of TAmerica has issued 

Travel Advisory Level 3 on 
Liberia in the wake of the 
scheduled December 8, 2020 
special senatorial election, 
warn ing  of  f requent ly  
planned and spontaneous 
demonstrations and rallies 
that may turn violent.

The Embassy of the United 
States in Monrovia urges 
American citizens here to 
exercise increased caution 
due to the upcoming election 
and crime.  

“Violent crime, such as 
armed robbery, is common, 
particularly in urban areas and 
on public beaches.  Local police 
lack the resources to respond 
effectively to serious crimes”, 
the alert published Tuesday by 
the embassy details.

It specifically warns that the 
U.S. government is unable to 
provide emergency services to 
U.S. citizens outside greater 
Monrovia at night, and that U.S. 
government employees are 
prohibited from traveling 
outside the capital or between 
counties after dark except 

under his tutelage and says he 
receives more crit icism 
because of his nationality. 

Asked if he is judged 
differently because he is 
English, Lampard said: "I think 
possibly yes. I think when I got 
this job a lot of people were 
maybe questioning me getting 
it. “Sometimes people can be 
quick to form opinions about a 
young English manager with 
just one year at Derby County. 
Sometimes we have to judge 
people on face value. 

U.S. warns of heightened risk of violence
-In Liberia-In Liberia

English managers are judged differently, claims Lampard
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