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S President Donald 
Trump has ordered Uthe withdrawal of 

nearly all US troops from 
Somalia by 15 January, the 
Pentagon has said.

The US has about 700 
troops in the country helping 
local forces battle al-Shabab 
and Islamic State militants.

US officials said some of 
the troops would move to 
neighbouring countries, 
allowing for cross-border 
operations.

In recent months President 
Trump has issued similar 
orders to reduce US forces in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

He has long called for US 
troops to come home and has 
c r i t i c i sed  US  m i l i t a ry  
interventions for being costly 
and ineffective.

The withdrawal order - 
which would see troops 
redeployed just days before 
Mr Trump leaves office - 
reverses the policy of former 
US defence secretary Mark 
Esper, who was sacked last 
m o n t h  a n d  f a v o u r e d  

maintaining the US presence in 
Somalia.A Pentagon statement 
said that the order to "reposition 
the majority of personnel and 
assets out of Somalia by early 
2021" did not signify a change in 
US policy.

"We will continue to degrade 
violent extremist organisations 
that could threaten our 
homeland while ensuring we 

African Union along with US 
troops have reclaimed control 
of Mogadishu and other areas 
from al-Shabab - an al-Qaeda 
affiliate.

The group has fought for 
more than 10 years to impose a 
regime based on a strict 
version of Sharia law, and 
often attacks civilian and 
military targets, carrying out 
bombings and assassinations in 
the capital.

Defectors from the group 
have described how difficult it 
was to escape its clutches and 

maintain our  strategic  
advantage in great power 
competition," it said. Some 
experts have warned that a US 
withdrawal could embolden 
militants in the Horn of Africa 
region.

Somalia has suffered 
decades of political instability 
but in recent years a 
peacekeeping force from the 

War makes for bitter 
men. Heartless and "savage men," Ethiopia's 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
said when he received the 
Nobel Peace Prize less than a 
year ago - only for him to now 
wage a military operation in 
his own country.

Over about a three-week 
period, his troops fought their 
way through Tigray, right up 
in the north of Ethiopia, to 
oust the region's ruling party, 
the Tigray People's Liberation 
Front (TPLF), accusing it of 

attacking a federal military 
base.

A former guerrilla movement 
which first rose to power in 
1991, Tigray was the last 
political bastion of the TPLF 
after it lost control of the 
federal government to Mr Abiy in 
2018.

Mr Abiy became prime 
minister with popular support, 
introducing sweeping reforms to 
end the repress ion and 
corruption that Ethiopia had 
seen when the TPLF dominated 
the national political scene for 

more than 25 years.Believing 
that it was the patriotic duty 
of all Ethiopians to rally 
behind their prime minister's 
4 November call to oust the 
"junta" from its remaining 
stronghold after its dramatic 
military manoeuvre, federal 
officials tolerated little 
criticism of their "law and 
enforcement operation", 
targeting even the UK-based 
academic who was among 
those who nominated Mr Abiy 
for the Nobel prize.

A senior law lecturer at 
England's Keele University, 
Awol Allo said he learned 
through reports on Ethiopia's 
state broadcaster that police 
had accused him of "using 
international media to 
destroy the country" - a 
reference to the columns he 
writes and the interviews he 
grants to the likes of Al 
Jazeera and the BBC.

"At this point I am not 
aware of an arrest warrant, 
but going back to Ethiopia will 
carry a significant risk," Mr 
Awol told the BBC.

"There is no distinction 
between Abiy's regime and the 
previous regime as far as their 
treatment of dissent and 
opposition is concerned. It is 
classic Ethiopia - where the 
legal system is used as an 

become deradicalised. A report 
in October said the group raises 
as much revenue as the 
country's authorities, using 
intimidation and violence to 
demand money from businesses 
and farmers.Prominent Somalis 
have criticised the Pentagon's 
announcement that nearly all 
the 700 American troops will 
leave Somalia by mid-January, 
on President Trump's orders.

Senator Ayub Ismail Yusuf 
described the decision as 
"extremely regrettable". US 
troops, he said, have made a 
"huge contribution" to the 
training and operational 
effectiveness of Somali troops.

This is certainly the case 
with the Danaab or Lightning 
Brigade, an elite force of Somali 
commandos trained by the US, 
who have proved especially 
effective against al-Shabab.

Presumably America will 
continue to conduct airstrikes 
against the militants from bases 
in neighbouring countries.

But the near complete 
drawdown of on-the-ground 
forces will have a major impact 
on the battle against Islamist 
militants, who continue to 
control vast swathes of Somali 
territory. BBC

instrument to discredit and 
silence opponents of the 
regime and individuals who 
hold critical views."The 
Geneva-based head of the 
World Health Organization, Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
was not spared either.

Having previously served in 
the TPLF-led government, he 
was accused by Mr Abiy's army 
chief of trying to procure 
weapons for the party.

Rejecting the allegation, Dr 
Tedros said: "My heart breaks 
for my home, Ethiopia, and I 
call on all parties to work for 
peace and to ensure the safety 
of civilians and access for 
health and humanitarian 
assistance."Defending the 
g o ve r n m e n t ,  Me n y c h l e  
Meseret, an academic at 
Ethiopia 's University of 

Gondar, said only those 
suspected to have direct or 
indirect links with the TPLF 
"oligarchy" were targeted.

"Since Mr Abiy became prime 
minister, 264 websites have 
been unblocked. So what has 
happened now is not an overall 
reflection of the state of 
democracy in Ethiopia. There 
was a threat to the country. The 
TPLF carried out a pre-emptive 
s t r ike  on  the  Northern  
Command of the military - no 
country can tolerate that," he 
said.

Mr Awol said the issue was 
not who fired the first shot, but 
the fact that Mr Abiy had 
rebuffed calls for mediation, 
including from the African 
U n i o n  ( A U )  t h a t  i s  
headquartered in his own 
country. BBC

Trump orders US troop 
withdrawal from Somalia

An unspecified number of US troops will be redeployed to 
neighbouring countries for cross-border missions

The Nobel Peace Prize winner 
who sent his troops to battle
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EW YORK – US President-elect Joe Biden’s 
decision to appoint Janet Yellen as the Nnext Secretary of the Treasury is good 

news for America and the world. The United 
States has survived four years under a 
mendacious president who has no understanding 
of, let alone respect for, the rule of law, the 
principles undergirding democracy and the 
market economy, or even basic human decency. 
Not only has Donald Trump spent the weeks since 
the presidential election spewing lies about non-
existent voter fraud; he has also convinced a 
large majority of his party to embrace these lies, 
thus revealing the frailty of American 
democracy.

Undoing the damage will not be easy, especially 
with the COVID-19 pandemic compounding 
America’s problems. Fortunately, no one is 
better equipped – in intellect, experience, 
values, and interpersonal skills – to deal with 
today’s economic challenges than Yellen, whom I 
first met when she was a graduate student at 
Yale University in the 1960s.

First on the agenda will be recovery from the 
pandemic. With multiple vaccines in sight, the 
immediate task is to build a bridge from here to 
the post-crisis economy. It is too late for a “V-
shaped recovery.” Many businesses have gone 
bankrupt, and many more will do so in the 
coming weeks and months; household and firm 
balance sheets are being eviscerated. Worse, 
headline figures may belie the depth of the 
crisis. The pandemic has taken a massive toll at 
the bottom of the income and wealth 
distribution. Those who have availed themselves 
of policies to prevent evictions and foreclosures 
are nonetheless falling deeper into debt, and 
could soon face a reckoning.

The current outlook would have been much 
better if only we had had a president and 
Congress that recognized back in May that 
COVID-19 would not just disappear on its own. 
Strong initial support programs that needed to 
be extended were not, resulting in avoidable 
economic damage that will now be hard to 
reverse.

The devastation of the restaurant and travel 
industries has received plenty of attention, but 
this may be merely the tip of the iceberg. 
Educational institutions, especially many 
colleges and universities, have been hit badly. 
And state and local governments constrained by 
balanced-budget laws now face plummeting 
revenues. Without federal aid, they will have to 
make deep cuts to employment and public 
programs, which will weaken the broader 
economy.

The US desperately needs large rescue programs 
targeted specifically at the most vulnerable 
households and sectors. The resulting debt from 
increased spending should not be viewed as a 
hindrance, given the enormous cost of doing too 
little. Besides, with interest rates near zero and 
likely to stay there for years to come, the costs 
of servicing new debt are exceedingly low.

Moreover, many of the necessary recovery 
programs can be designed to serve multiple 

goals, by putting the economy on a more 
sustainable, resilient, and knowledge-based 
footing. Much will depend on Congress, but the 
economic case for providing more support is clear, 
and Yellen is well equipped to articulate it.

Much will depend on the global recovery as well. 
Here, the new administration will have more room 
to maneuver. There is already strong global 
support for a massive $500 billion issuance of 
Special Drawing Rights, the supranational 
currency overseen by the International Monetary 
Fund, which would go a long way toward 
supporting many struggling economies. Trump and 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi blocked this 
option. It should now be at the top of the agenda.

Moreover, with many countries soon to be unable 
to meet their debt obligations, a quick and deep 
restructuring would help enormously. To move 
that process forward, the Biden administration 
should state clearly that it is in America’s own 
national interest to uphold the basic principle of 
sovereign immunity, as endorsed by the 
overwhelming majority of United Nations member 
states in 2015. Debt restructuring is necessary for 
the global recovery and is the humanitarian thing 
to do. If there was ever a time when the principle 
of force majeure should apply, it is now.

Restoring multilateralism would help, too. For the 
past four years, innumerable conflicts between 
the US and everyone else has cast a pall of 
uncertainty over the global economy. It should go 
without saying that uncertainty is bad for business 
and bad for investment. A return to normalcy on 
the part of the US – rejoining the Paris climate 
agreement and the World Health Organization, for 
example, and re-engaging with the World Trade 
Organization (and allowing judges to be appointed 
to its Appellate Body) – would thus go a long way 
toward restoring confidence.

But a return to normalcy must not mean a return to 
neoliberalism. On trade and many other aspects of 
the twenty-first-century economic framework, 
policy agendas need to be revisited and reformed. 
It is unclear how far Biden will go down this road. 
But we can at least be confident that the new 
administration won’t embrace the zero-sum logic 
that underpinned Trump’s approach to everything.

Ensuring global stability will require deep 
cooperation in combating climate change, 
pandemics, and many other threats. The 
challenge will be to find ways to do so while 
remaining fully and vocally committed to our 
values. While Trump severely undermined the 
international political and economic order, its 
fissures were long evident before he arrived.

After all, the 2008 financial crisis discredited 
neoliberalism, with its belief in unfettered 
deregulation; and the subsequent euro crisis 
demonstrated that austerity under such 
conditions does not work. It is clear that 
neoliberalism has led to lower growth, higher 
inequality, and all of the social and political 
consequences that we have seen in recent years. 
Now, the pandemic has put the final nail in 
neoliberalism’s coffin, revealing an economy 
utterly lacking in resilience and a state left 
incapable of responding effectively to a crisis.

Although the United States has survived four years of gross incompetence and pathological 
mendacity, it now faces the daunting task of achieving a sustainable post-pandemic 
recovery. Fortunately, no one is better equipped to deal with today’s economic challenges 
than the next US treasury secretary.
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Electoral violence 
undermines peace
WHETHER THEY ARE in position, opposition or no position 
Liberians generally have duty to reject and denounce 
violence during and after Tuesday's senatorial election and 
national referendum to keep the Motherland stable and 
united.

IT IS FOOLHARDY for any Liberian, be it a voter or loyalist to 
a particular candidate or political party in these elections to 
think that narrow interest of a political party or candidate is 
above the survival of the State. Nurturing such believe is not 
being myopic in thought, but blinded by selfish motives that 
do not contribute to the national cause.

INSTEAD, THE OVER-RIDING responsibility of every citizen 
irrespective of party, tribal or religious affiliation should 
focus on contributing towards building a better Liberia in 
which all would co-exist harmoniously and endeavor to 
achieving his or her full potential.

NEWS FROM GRAND Cape Mount county over the weekend 
about campaign violence that led to burning of cars and a 
home is both scaring and disappointing. That we would want 
to revert our dear country to anarchy and vandalism after 14 
years of violent killings and destruction just to satisfy a 
political party or candidate is sad.

WHY PEOPLE WOULD want to go so low in desperation for 
power that is purely inherent in the people. If the people of 
Grand Cape Mount county decide to elect candidate X or Y, it 
is their full right under the Constitution, which should be 
respected. 

A CANDIDATE LOSING an election should always know there 
are more opportunities ahead, and such experience from a 
poll just signals a need to return to the drawing board and re-
strategize for future election. Current President George 
Manneh Weah is a glaring example of the benefit of 
exercising patience and self-control, for when God's-
appointed time comes, you will have it all without much 
sweat.

WE ARE SURE no politician or candidate in the race wants to 
preside over a burning country that drives away partners and 
investors and leaves the citizenry in misery and starvation. 
Any Liberian carrying such ambition does not mean well for 
the country and his fellow compatriots.

THIS IS WHY we join call by Foreign Missions accredited to 
Liberia for the Grand Cape Mount violence to be investigated 
promptly so that perpetrators would be brought to justice to 
reassure both citizens and foreign residents.

CONDEMNATION AND OF the violence by President Weah 
and call for political partisans and their leaders to conduct 
themselves peacefully is not enough. The government 
should apply the strong arm of the law to make sure it is not 
repeated anywhere else in the country.

ELECTIONS WOULD COME and go but Liberia, our common 
denomination should always supersede all self interest that 
is just for a while, for without a stable country, every other 
thing is meaningless.  
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What Yellen Must Do

By Joseph E. Stiglitz
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PROCUREMENT NOTICE

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

4A30/PSD/004

Supply and Delivery of Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) for Liberia Electricity 
Corporation

Background and Context
The United States of America, acting through the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (“MCC”) and the Government of Liberia (the “Government” or “GoL”) 
have entered a Millennium Challenge Compact for Millennium Challenge Account 
assistance to help facilitate poverty reduction through economic growth in Liberia 
(the “Compact”) in the amount of approximately 256,726,000 USD (“MCC 
Funding”). The Government, acting through Millennium Challenge Account - 
Liberia(the “MCA Entity”), intends to apply a portion of the MCC Funding to eligible 
payments under a contract for which theRequest for Quotation (“RFQ”) is issued. 

MCA-Liberianow invites priced quotation from eligible firms/suppliers for the 
Supply and Delivery of Heavy Fuel Oil for Liberia Electricity Corporation.

TheRFQ is for: 

Supply and Delivery of Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) for Liberia Electricity 
Corporation

How to Participate in the Process:

Interested firms/suppliersshould send an email to MCALiberiaPA@cardno.com 
requesting a copy of the RFQ, which is free of charge.

Important dates:

No.  Activity  Dates  

1  Release of RFQ  December 02, 2020  

2  Deadline for Submission  of Quotations  December 10, 2020 at 5:00 
pm

 

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

 

 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE ACCOUNT  
2nd& 3rd

 Floors, F & F Building  
63 United Nations Drive, Coconut Plantation, Mamba Point  

Monrovia. Liberia  
Tel: +231 7701 44444 / 0888 828 988; Email: info@mca.gov.lr  

 

n an effort to promote peaceful 
election in Grand Kru County Ivoid of violence -- mainly 

destruction of properties, as well as  
instigation of  hates, invectives and 
divisions in the county during and after 
the electoral process,  the campaign 
chairman of the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) met two of 

the opposition frontrunners on Friday.
Grand Kru County District #2 

Representative Cllr. J. FonatiKoffa, in 
a brief and separate meetings with 
Senatorial aspirants former District #2 
Representative Numene T.H. Bartekwa 
and Dr. Alfred Toe Segbe on the same 
day, said as he had told his candidate, 
Dr. Peter Sonpon Coleman, he urged 

them to refrain from making any divisive 
and hate speeches and promote the 
values of peace and social cohesion 
during the electoral process.

A staff to Rep. Koffa, who begged not 
to be name, said the campaign manager 
indicated that the county is the 
"common denominator" and everyone 
should uphold the peace.

F o r m e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
Bartekwa and then Dr. 
Segbe, accordingly, 
committed themselves 
against violence and 
hate speeches.

The meetings were 
c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  
handshakes and photo 
shots. The Friday's 
meetings were held in 
the home of Rep. koffa 
a t  Sas s town down 
beach.

 The CDC Grand Kru 
C o u n t y  C a m p a i g n  
manager furthered that 

the media should always lead in the 
p romot ing  peacefu l  e lec to ra l  
processes.

Both rivals and opposition in the 
Grand Kru Senatorial race are running as 
independent while the main contender 
and incumbent, Dr. Coleman is on the 
CDC ticket.

Rep. Koffa Promotes peaceful 
election in Grand Kru

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

The national leaders and county 
officials of the Alternative National 

Congress (ANC) extend heartfelt 
birthday greetings to their Political 

Leader and Chairman of the 
Collaborating Political Parties 

(CPP) Mr. Alexander B. Cummings, 
on his natal day today, Monday, 

07December 2020.
We wish you God’s blessings and 

strength as you lead our noble party 
in the endeavor to offer an 

alternative leadership for the 
people of Liberia. 

Happy Birthday 
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eports gathered 
from both social Rmedia and campaign 

team of the Collaborating 
Pol i t ical  Part ies  (CPP) 
candidate, Mr. Simeon Taylor, 
say his campaign activities 
came to a standstill when 
people believed to be 
supporters of the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) candidate 
Senator Victor Watson set 
ablaze two vehicles belonging 
him (Mr. Taylor).

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
information, the incident 
occurred in Porkpar District in 
Dambala Town, Grand Cape 
Mount County on Sunday 
morning.

According to sources, Mr. 
Taylor’s  campaign was 
invaded allegedly by some 
supporters of the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) which resulted 
into a tussle between 
supporters of the two 
political parties and led to the 
burning of Mr. Taylor’s 

resident George 
Manneh Weah has on Pb e h a l f  o f  t h e  

Government and People of 
Liberia, and in his own name, 
e x t e n d e d  h e a r t y  
congratulations to the 
Government and people of 
the Republic of Finland on the 
occasion commemorating the 
Independence Anniversary of 
that country. 

In the message to his 
Finnish counterpart Mr. 
Saul iN in i s to,  Pres ident  
G e o r g e  M a n n e h  We a h  

vehicles.
According to reports, Rep. 

Bob Sheriff of the district, who 
attempted calming the situation 
house, was also set ablaze. Mr. 
Victor Watson is the CDC 
candidate in the county. He is 
also the incumbent Senator.

The government late Sunday 
afternoon issued a statement 
condemning the reported act of 
political violence.

The statement from the 
Ministry of Information quotes 
President George Weah as 
saying the government will not 

condone such violent action by 
any group of citizens and 
political party.

 “There is no need for 
violence at a time when our 
country heads to a crucial 
election period which would 
so l id i f y  our  democrat i c  
credentials,” President Weah 
was quoted to have said.

He then warned that the 
Government will not hesitate in 
bringing to book any group of 
individuals who engages in acts 
of violence during and after the 
upcoming elections.

indicates that as Liberia joins 
Finland in celebrating its 
independence, Liberians will 
remember the invaluable 
contributions made by the 
Finnish Refugee Council in 
multiple areas of Liberia’s 
development agenda including 
v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  
entrepreneurship training and 
func t i ona l  l i t e racy  and  
education. 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in a release dated 4 
December says President Weah 
expresses hope that the friendly 

he Board Chairman of 
t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  TTransparency and 

Accountability in Liberia 
(CENTAL) says tackling the 
menace of corruption in 
Liberia requires more robust 
and concerted efforts of every 
citizen as well as actors in the 
private and public sectors. 

Cllr. Negbalee Warner said 
there is a need to foster 
partnership and stronger 
collaborations in the fight 
against corruption as it 
remains a battle that cannot 
be easily won by a single 
institution or sector of the 
country. 

Cllr. Warner is also the Dean 
of the Arthur Grimes School of 
Law at the University of 
Liberia (UL). He made the 
s t a temen t  r e cen t l y  i n  

Monrovia at program marking 
the observance of the 2020 
International Anti-Corruption 
Day (IACD).  

Held under the theme: 
“Reducing Corruption in the 
Private Sector as a Drive to 
E n h a n c i n g  E c o n o m i c  
Development and Good 
Governance,” the program 
was organized by the Liberia 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(LACC) in collaboration with 
the Center for Transparency 
and Accountability in Liberia 
(CENTAL) with support from 
the Government and people of 
Sweden through the Swedish 
International Development 
Corporation Agency (SIDA).  

"In order to tackle the 
menace of corruption, we, at 
CENTAL have embarked on 
building partnership. We need 
collaboration and partnership 

However, the leadership of 
the Collaborating Political 
Part ies headed by Mr.  
A l e x a n d e r  B e n e d i c t  
Cummings issued a strong 
w o r d e d  s t a t e m e n t  
condemning the act.

In a statement also issued 
Sunday afternoon, December 
06, in Monrovia; the CPP said 
it has remained very calm and 
peaceful throughout the 
conduct of this campaign 
despite series of provocations 
from the CDC. 

The statement added that 
CPP continue to respect the 
laws while the CDC is 
continuously violating every 
law with the intent of 
degenerating the country 
back into conflict. 

“We, in the strongest of 
t e r m s ,  c o n d e m n  t h i s  
unprovoked attack and 
demand the authority to bring 
to justice those responsible 
for such horrible attack. 

The CPP continues to avoid 
engaging into confrontations 
not because we are weak, but 
because we hold dearly the 
peace we all enjoy and are 
doing everything to ensure 
that that peace is preserved 
d e s p i t e  i n c e s s a n t  
provocations from the CDC 
and their hooligans,” the 
statement said.

The CPP would like to draw 
the attention of Liberia’s 
international partners, who 
spent billions of dollars and 
shed blood to restore peach to 
our country, to these state 
sponsored attacks.

“We like to remind the 
government that Liberia slide 
into 14 years of brutal uncivil 
conflicts because of these 
same vices that they are now 
perpetrating against the 
opposition and peaceful 
citizens. 

relations subsisting between 
the two countries and peoples 
will be further enhanced as 
both governments collaborate 
towards the stimulation of 
activities that will develop 
and enhance the skills of 
women and youth of Liberia.

He  then  wi shes  fo r  
Pr e s i den t  S ou l iN i n i s t o  
sustained good health and 
success in his endeavors, and 
for the people of Finland 
renewed happiness and 
prosperity.—Press release

in fighting corruption because it 
will take more than an 
institution or sector to fight. 
This can't be a government 
a l one  t h i n g ;  i t  i s  t he  
responsibility of every one of us 
in here and out there to fight 
corruption," Cllr Warner said. 

Representing the Minister of 
Finance and Development 
Planning (MFDP), Samuel 
Tweah, Deputy Minister for 
Budget and Development 
Planning, Tanneh G. Brunson 
said in an environment like 
L iberia where unethical  
practices are prevalent, the 
private sector of the country 
needs to resort to collective 
action in order to change the 
status quo by getting regulators 
to intervene or set standards.

Madam Brunson stated that 
it was important for the sector 
to put in place institutional 
systems and incentives to 
prevent corruption from 

occurring.
The Deputy Finance and 

Development Planning Minister 
indicated that the need for 
preventive measures that call 
for credible deterrence relying 
o n  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
enforcement mechanisms 
sufficiently strong enough to 
send a message to potential 
wrongdoers of the possible risk 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
misconducts was necessary. 

“ W e  m u s t  h o w e v e r,  
recognize that the local 
political and social context 
influences both the level of 
corruption and the reform 
approaches likely to meet with 
success or failure,” Madam 
Brunson said.

This year’s IACD provided a 
platform to state actors and the 
business community to dialogue 

More headline news   More headline news

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

Cape Mount senatorial 
campaign turns deadly 
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Mr. Simeon Taylor

Pres. Weah applauds Finland on 
Independence Day observance

Corruption fight requires 
concerted efforts
-Cllr. Negbalee Warner
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n an effort to enlighten 
the country on the need Ito stop all forms of 

violence against women, 
campaigners working in 
collaboration with Oxfam 
Liberia’s Enough Excuses 
project have visited churches 
and mosques, using few 
minutes of worshipers’ time 
to convey messages against 
violence against women.

Speaking to this paper at 
the Philadelphia Central 
Church in Congo Town Sunday, 
6 December, Enough EU 
Project Coordinator at Oxfam 
Liberia Madam Comfort V. 
Somah – Dahn said her mission 
at the church is to raise 
awareness on the 16 days of 
activism.

She explains that Oxfam 
wants the message to stop 

violence against women and 
girls to go out to more people, 
therefore it is using service 
time at the church and other 
worship centers to carry out 
the awareness.

“This the time that we 
have to enlighten the country, 
we have to enlighten our 
citizens to eliminate violence 
against women. So it is an 
ideal time for us to use 
service time because we find 
that lot of people are in 
service and the message [is] 
going to go across,” Madam 
Somah – Dahn says.

S h e  s a y s  t h e y  a r e  
campaigning against lot of 
violent acts against women, 
such as men beating on their 
wives, children, sexual 
assault, forceful sexual 
encounters with women, 

forceful sexual encounter 
amounts to rape.

Even for those that are 
married, Mr. Yarvogar explains 
that if the wife is forced to 
have sex, it’s also a marital 
rape.

According to Yarvogar, 
many of the men in Liberia are 
involved in raping women and 
girls, and as such, Oxfam is 
carrying out the awareness to 
change people as a way of 
helping to stop violence 
against women.

For his part, Mr. J. 
SabatoWiah, Jr., Chairperson 
of the Dynamic Youth of 
Liberia says at the end of the 
16 days activism, he would 
love to see mothers not 
complaining about their 
h u s b a n d s ,  s o n s  a n d  
d a u g h t e r s .  “ B e c a u s e  
sometimes we find out that 
our brothers [that] are coming 
up if they are looking good, 
others will even go after them 
and then they have become 
sodomized, it’s also a rape,” 
Mr. Wiah says.

He notes that they are 
carrying out the awareness 
messages so that people can 
realize that what they are 
doing is wrong and it is against 
the rights of others.

Responding to the message 
from the campaigners, Imam 
KaliluJalloh of the Fish Market 
Mosque agrees that he thinks 
the message is true, assuring 
them that these are things 
that the Imams are preaching 
every Sunday.

Imam Jalloh emphasizes 
that in the mosque they 
preach against gender – based 
violence, emotional violence, 
rape cases, beating on your 
wife and the children.

Imam Jalloh notes that the 
Muslims appreciate the 
campaigners’ visit at the 
mosque, explaining that the 
Islamic religion has taught the 
Muslims how to behave to 
their women, neighbors and 
children, saying they learned 
all of that from the Quran.

“…We are saying we want 
to assure them that the 
Muslim community we are 
tolerant and we want to 
appeal to all the Liberians, 
whether Muslim or not, this is 
our country, the more we 
become tolerant, the more 
we enjoy peace in our 
soc ie ty,”  Imam Ja l loh  
concludes. The awareness 
campaign was taken to other 
churches and mosques during 
worship times.

ear and uneasiness dominate the air in Bomicounty. 
Residents here witnessed recent violence and Fconfrontations on November 9, when supporters of 

senatorial candidates clashed, leading to several injuries, seven 
of them in critical condition.

The tensions heightened again over the past few days as a 
result of a visit to the county by President Weah, who came here to 
support Alex Tyler, running on behalf of the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) party.Riot police made several arrests 
during the violence that brought the provisional town and nearby 
neighborhoods to a standstill. Now, voters are too afraid to come 
out to polling stations of December 8. 

Tayler is opposed by incumbent Edwin Melvin Snowe, an 
Independent.  

Jenneh Kamara, a shopkeeper in Tubmanburg, said that she had 
to intervene directly to stop one such fight.   

“I saw the City Mayor Obediah Varney telling a disorderly boy 
named Fasu to pour water on Snowe’s supporters, so I took the 
bucket of water from him and slapped his back. It did not stay too 
long, because I saw Obediah taking a rock to hit Snowe’s people 
across the road. I see more trouble coming in this county during 
the election.” 

Ma’ Satta, whose daughter sustained an injury during a recent 
violent incident in the county on November 9, believes that the 
situation will worsen if Tyler’s supporters force people to join 
their team. 

“This other thing in Bomicounty is very bad. How would they 
force everybody to join Tyler? What trouble is this? I can never vote 
for Alex Tyler because of what his supporters did to us,” she 

promised. 

Voter rejects politicians that incite violence 
Konah Brown is another victim of the recent violence on 

November 9. She was badly injured on her right arm during the 
riot. She is so outraged and at a loss of hope, that she had vowed to 
note vote for anyone that incite violence in her community, no 
matter what party they come from. 

Speaking in anger, she said that she will not to vote for anyone 
that incites violence and brings trouble the people of Bomi 
County. Madam Brown believes citizens should be given an 
opportunity to vote candidates of their choice instead of adapting 
scare tactics by threatening and intimidating voters.

“I’m saying my own very clear thought so you can hear it: the 
way they hurt me during the riot, I will not vote for anybody that 
will decide to bring trouble to we, the people of Bomi County. You 
must give we the opportunity to vote for the candidate [we want] 
and not to be threatening and intimidating to us.” 

She cautioned that if nothing is done by the National Elections 
Commission (NEC) and the Joint Security in Bomi, the election day 
will be riddled with violence and intimidation and voters are 
already concerned to show up to vote out of fear of getting hurt. 
This amounts to voter intimidation. 

Voters fear they are being spied on 
The assistant chairlady for the Joseph Town Market in 

Tubmanburg, Hawa Thomas, urged residents to remain peaceful 
during the elections on December 8. She also witnessed the 

sexual harassment and early 
and forced marriages, among 
others.

“And those are things that 
we’re trying to eliminate in our 
country Liberia,” she says, 
adding that they are not going to 
stop until they see this message 
go across and Liberia adheres to 
all of the rules against violence 
against women.

She encourages men to treat 
women as their partners, 
friends and as humans, urging 
men to join the fight to end 
violence against women.

Earlier speaking with this 
paper at the Fish Market Mosque 
in Sinkor Friday, 4 December, 
Abraham S. Yarvogar said he and 
his colleague were on a mission 
at the mosque to preach human 
rights message as part of the 
global campaign called the 16 
days of human rights activism.

M r.  Ya r v o g a r,  D i v i n e  
Community Youth Program 
Coord inator  and  Mr.  J .  
SabatoWiah, Jr., Chairperson of 
the Dynamic Youth of Liberia, 
a r e  b o t h  w o r k i n g  i n  
collaboration with Oxfam 
Liberia to carry out the message 
to end violence against women.

Minutes after being allowed 
time to speak briefly with 
worshipers at the Fish Market 
Mosque in Sinkor, Yarvogar 
explains that in the Liberian 
setting, violence against women 
include sexual, physical, 
emotional, economic and 
cultural and harmful practices.

He indicates further that 
women below 18 years are not 
of age for sexual consent, while 
adding that those who are of the 
age of consent should not be 
forced into having sex because 
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Bomi: President Weah’s visit 
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ith support from 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  WI n t e r n a t i o n a l  

(CI), the Environmental 
Protection Agency of Liberia 
(EPA) over the weekend 
c o n c l u d e d  a  t w o - d a y  
technical training workshop 
in Monrovia for technicians in 
the energy sector on the 
m e t h o d o l o g i e s  a n d  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change ( IPCC) 
Guidelines and software for 
data collection, analysis and 
reporting.

The training held under 
the auspices of the Capacity 
Bu i ld ing  In i t iat ive  for  
Transparency (CBIT) Project 
funded by the Global  
Environment Facility (GEF).

The Capacity Building 
Initiative for Transparency or 
CBIT Project seeks to support, 
build and strengthen Liberia 
institutions’ capacity to 
implement the transparency 
elements of the Paris Climate 
Agreement.  

The  t r a i n i n g  wh i ch  
a t t r a c t e d  a b o u t  3 0  
technicians representing the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy, 
L i b e r i a  E l e c t r i c i t y  

Corporation, Rural and 
Renewable Energy Agency of 
Liberia, Liberia Petroleum 
Storage Company, Ministry of 
T r a n s p o r t  a n d  
representatives of the private 
sector was based on the 2016 
IPCC Guidelines for National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
i n c l u d i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between the Revised 1996 

its capacity building program.
Also speaking, CI Country 

Director, Peter Mulbah said 
the gathering is intended for 
participants to brainstorm on 
different approaches that will 
help strengthen national 
capacity for Greenhouse Gas 
emission in Liberia.

He explained that the CBIT 
Project predominantly focus 
on capacity building and 
disclosed that the training is 
one of the project targets.

According to Mr. Mulbah, 
they are under obligation to 
t r a i n  m o r e  t h a n  9 0  
technicians from Government 
of Liberia institutions.

He assured participants 
that they would acquire new 
skills or enhance their skills so 
that by the end of the project 
there will be technicians in 
the different sectors and 
institutions ready to support 
government report to the 
UNFCCC and the development 
of the different country 
reports.

William T. Thompson, 
assistant minister for Energy 
at the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy said Liberia will need 
to reduce gross Greenhouse 
Gas emissions from the energy 

sector, which is the highest 
emissions sector.

“Liberia’s Initial National 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  ( I N C )  
submitted to the United 
N a t i o n s  F r a m e w o r k  
Convention on Cl imate 
Change (UNFCCC) in 2013, the 
energy sector accounted or 
67.5 percent of the total GHG 
emission,” Thompson said.

He also stressed the need 
to scale down on energy 
generation from fossil fuel 
and scale up renewable 
energy considering the 
several impacts of climate 
change on the landscape of 
Liberia.

all categories of learners, 
including youth, adults, the 
unemployed, ex-combatants, 
survivors from the Ebola 
pandemic, men, women, and 
persons with disabilities.

He called for establishment 
of a sustainable financing 
mechanism that would develop 
a qualification framework for 
recognition and certification of 
TVET in Liberia that promotes 
conservation and protection of 
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  

s u s t a i n a b l e  r e s o u r c e  
utilization, while stressing the 
need to identify resource 
mobilization and strategies to 
avoid depending solely on 
national government.

M e a n w h i l e ,  L i b e r i a ’s  
Assistant Minister for TVET in 
the Ministry of Education, 
SakuDukuly, the draft policy, 
when finalized, would improve 
technical and vocational 
education in Liberia by 
attracting youth and persons 
with disabilities to acquire 
technical skills and knowledge.

For his part, Assistant 
Minister of TVET at the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports Millias 
She r i f f ,  who  spoke  on  
objectives of the TVET policy 
review process, reiterated the 
final document would enhance 
ongoing provision of technical 
and vocational education to 
Liberians seeking professional 
skills and knowledge.

A participant at the forum, 
Mr.  Boaka iJa l ieba,  who  
represented Mittal Steel 
Liberia, underscored a need to 
have a lawmaker in the 
Nat iona l  Leg i s la ture  to  
champion TVET activities.

The TVET pol icy  and 
operational plan policy review 
focused on findings by a mission 
on Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) 
commissioned by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 

and the 2006 IPCC Guidelines. 
The training also focused on 

exercises tailored towards 
enhancing understanding in the 
r e p o r t i n g  g u i d e l i n e s ,  
uncertainty analysis, key 
category analysis, approaches 
to  da ta  co l l ec t i on  and  
reporting.

It brought together three 
facilitators, who are technical 
expert reviewers of the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and products of the prestigious 
Greenhouse Gas Management 
Institute (GHGMI) based in 
Seattle, Washington, USA.

Speaking at the start of the 
training, EPA Executive Director, 
Prof. Wilson K. Tarpeh said that 
the exercise was intended to 
help technicians gain the 
necessary skills that are needed 
to collect, analyze and interpret 
data that will be used by policy 
makers in helping Liberia meet 
its commitment in respect to 
cl imate change and the 
necessary mitigating measures.     

He said for Liberia to be able 
to minimize Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) emissions, we must 
prepare technicians that will be 
able to bring the information 
that is needed to informed 

major public decision.
Prof. Tarpeh disclosed that 

Liberia is governed by several 
international instruments 
including the Paris Climate 
Agreement and stressed the 
need for knowledge transfer.

He also spoke about the 
necessity of short term training 
programs for young people and 
assured that EPA will enhanced 

he former head of 
Ghana’s Council for TTe c h n i c a l  a n d  

Vocational Education and 
Training (COTVET) now a 
consultant for UNESCO, Dr. 
Daniel Baffour-Awuah, has 
expressed optimism that with 
commitment demonstrated by 
President George Manneh 
Weah towards implementation 

of his government TVET policy, 
necessary support would be 
provided.

Dr. Awuah spoke last 
Tuesday, 02 December at the 
Bella Casa Hotel in Monrovia 
during a one-day Liberia’s 
Draft TVET Policy Review 
Report forum.

He noted that the current 
TVET program in the country 
lacks legislation that deals 
holistically with all aspects of 
skills development.

According to him, the 
effectiveness and efficiency of 
TVET delivery in Liberia is 
affected by absence of a TVET 
Act or Law, governing the 
establishment of TVET as a 
sector.

The veteran Ghanaian 
educator continued the 
existing structure in Liberia for 
TVET implementation lacks 
adequate mechanisms for 
efficient governance and 
coordination, noting that 
evidence and measures to 
support and inform, design, 
implement, monitor, and 
review  TVET policies are 
insufficient.

The UNESCO consultant also 
disclosed that the Draft Act is 
intended to harmonize and 
improve the governance and 
regulatory framework of the 
sector; facilitate creation of 
an enabling environment for 
the acquisition of employable 
skills for the world of work by 
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Cross section of participants at the training Prof. Wilson K. Tarpeh, Executive Director, EPA

Liberia TVET program 
lacks legislation
-UNESCO consultant

Participants at the TVET draft policy review forum 

By Emmanuel Mondaye
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e président George 
Weah a tiré à boulets Lr o u g e s  s u r  

l’opposition mercredi, tout en 
rejetant les spéculations 
s e l o n  l e s q u e l l e s  s o n  
administration forçait le 
référendum afin de se donner 
la possibilité de briguer un 
troisième mandat.

« Certains disent que (nous 
forçons) le référendum parce 
que le président veut agir 
comme la Côte d’ivoire et la 
Guinée pour un troisième 
mandat. Mais je peux vous 
assurer que si j’étais le 
président qui souhaite briguer 
un troisième et un quatrième 
mandat, j’allais insister en 
2005 sur le fait que le résultat 
des élections était pour nous 
», a déclaré Weah à un groupe 
de militants enthousiastes à 
Ganta, dans le comté de 
Nimba.

Le  Congrès  pour  le  
changement démocratique 
(CDC) de M. Weaha toujours 
affirmé avoir remporté les 
élections de 2005 qui ont vu 
l’ascension au pouvoir de la 
Présidente Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf.

C’est la première fois que 
le  p rés ident  Weah  se  
prononce publiquement sur 
cette question de troisième 

L e  c a n d i d a t  d e  l a  
plateforme de l’opposition à 
l’élection sénatoriale du 
comté de Montserradoa 
exprimé ses remerciements 
aux acteurs politiques tant de 
l’opposition que de la 
majorité au pouvoir pour le 
caractère apaisé de la 

campagne jusqu’à présent, 
contrairement aux incidents 
violents qui ont été signalés 
avant la campagne.

« Et je tiens à remercier 
toutes les parties. Nous voulons 
remercier toutes les parties », a 
déclaré jeudi dernier Abraham 
Darius Dillon (ADD)lors d’une 

émission sur une radio locale 
dont il était l’invité principal.

« Oh, la campagne a été 
très bonne », a dit Dillon, « au 
dépa r t  l e u r  s t r a t é g i e  
po l i t i que  cons i s ta i t  à  
perturber les lieux où je me 
rendais afin de faire fuir mes 
partisans et que ma base de 
soutien ne soit pas visible ».

Abraham Darius Dillon 
(ADD) s’exprimait jeudi avant 
le dernier meeting géant pour 
la clôture de la campagne 
électorale de la Collaboration 
des partis politiques de 
l’opposit ion (PPC, une 
plateforme des principaux 
p a r t i s  p o l i t i q u e s  d e  
l’opposition), qui a eu lieu 
hier dimanche.

A v a n t  l ’ o u v e r t u r e  
officielle des campagnes 
électorales en vue des 
élections sénatoriales, le 
climat politique du pays était 
tendu, il était marqué par des 
violences politiques. Ainsi 
beaucoup avaient pensé que 
la campagne aurait été pire, 
mais fort heureusement, peu 
de cas de violence ont été 
signalés.

Toutefois, malgré la nature 
pacifique de la campagne 

mandatqui a pratiquement 
éclipsé toutes les propositions 
du référendum.C’est son 
ministre d’État, Nathaniel 
McGill, qui avait tenté maintes 
fois de s’inscrire en faux quant 
au désire de son patron de 
briguer un troisième mandat.

Le président Weah rompt 
ainsi le silence à quelques jours 
de la date fatidique du 8 
décembre où se tiendront des 
élections sénatoriales de mis 
mandat et un référendum 
constitutionnel controversé. 
Les libériens se rendront aux 

urnes pour élire 15 sénateurs 
et pour décider de la direction 
que doit prendre le pays dans 
les jours à venir. Chacune des 
prépositions proposées pour 
décision vise à modifier 
différents articles de la 
Constitution de 1986 du pays.

Les Libériens devraient se 
prononcer sur 8 prépositions 
le 8 décembre, le jour même 
où ils éliront 15 nouveaux 
membres du Sénat. Chaque 
préposition vise à modifier 
différents articles de la 

janvier 2019. Un appel est 
toujours à l’étude.
L’ex-président, toujours très 
populaire chez ses partisans, 
a « salué » la délivrance de ce 
passeport comme étant un « 
acte qui (…) va dans le sens 
de l ’apaisement »  et  
demande aux autorités 
ivoiriennes « de faire encore 
un pas de plus vers la 
décrispation du climat 
sociopolitique ».
Le climat est toujours tendu 
un mois après l’élection 
présidentielle qui a vu la 
réélection du président 
Alassane Ouattara pour un 
t r o i s i è m e  m a n d a t  
controversé, un scrutin 
émaillé de troubles qui ont 
fait au moins 85 morts et près 
de 500 blessés.
« Ce retour de Laurent 
Gbagbo, qui a quasiment une 
image de martyr après ses 
années de prison à la CPI, est 
une façon pour le régime du 
président Alassane Ouattara 
d ’ a p a i s e r  l e  c l i m a t  
s o c i opo l i t i q ue  t endu ,  
maintenant qu’il a été réélu 
», estime le politologue 
Sylvain N’Guessan. Gbagbo « 
revient avec une aura qui va 
ga l van i s e r  s a  f am i l l e  
politique et devrait susciter 
une nouvelle dynamique pour 
l’opposition », ajoute-t-il.
« Voici une chose de faite, 
s’est réjouie l’ex-première 
dame de Côte d’Ivoire 
Simone Gbagbo, notre 
président, notre leader a 
enfin reçu un passeport 
diplomatique et même un 
passeport ordinaire. Prions 
Dieu pour qu’il revienne le 
plus rapidement possible 
parmi nous. Il doit prendre sa 
part  dans le  combat.  
Apprêtons-nous, attendons-
le, cela va être une grande 
fête. »
Négociations avec le pouvoir
Le feuilleton du passeport 
durait depuis plusieurs mois. 
Me Habiba Touré avait accusé 
en juillet les autorités de le 
lui refuser, notamment pour 
qu’il ne puisse pas rentrer 
dans son pays pour la 
présidentielle du 31 octobre.
La candidature de Laurent 
Gbagbo à ce scrutin avait été 
présentée en Côte d’Ivoire 
par ses partisans, mais 
invalidée par le Conseil 
constitutionnel. Son retour 
figure parmi les sujets en 
discussion entre le pouvoir et 
une partie de l’opposition qui 
n e  r e c o n n a î t  p a s  l a  
réélection du président 
Ouattara.

Certains Ivoiriens attendent 
de voir. D’autres de Yopougon 
à Gagnoa, en passant par 
Blokoss, les fiefs de l’ex-
président Laurent Gbagbo, 
jubilent déjà. Après plusieurs 
mois d’attente, l’ex-chef 
d’État, Laurent Gbagbo a 
récupéré, ce vendredi 4 
d é c e m b r e ,  s e s  d e u x  
passeports, l’un ordinaire, 
l’autre diplomatique, signé 
du  prés ident  A las sane  
Ouattara. Ils lui ont été remis 
par la cheffe de cabinet du 
ministre ivoirien des Affaires 
é t r a n g è r e s  e t  d e  
l’ambassadeur de Côte 
d’Ivoire à Bruxelles. Depuis 
son arrestation en avril 2011, 
Laurent Gbagbo n’avait plus 
de document de voyage.
Désormais, l’ex-président 
espère rentrer en Côte 
d’Ivoire, et ce, dans le 
courant de ce mois de 
décembre. Un retour au pays 
attendu par ses partisans 
depuis neuf ans et peut-être 
une chance de voir le climat 
politique, toujours tendu 
a p r è s  l ’ é l e c t i o n  
présidentielle d’octobre, 
s’apaiser ?
Un acte qui « va dans le sens 
de l’apaisement » pour le clan 
Gbagbo
En liberté conditionnelle à 
B r u x e l l e s  a p r è s  s o n  
acquittement en première 
instance par la Cour pénale 
internationale (CPI), « le 
président Laurent Gbagbo a 
reçu ce jour (vendredi) deux 
passeports, un ordinaire et un 
diplomatique » a déclaré son 
avocate Me Habiba Touré dans 
un communiqué. « Il envisage 
de rentrer en Côte d’Ivoire au 
cours du mois de décembre », 
a très clairement fait savoir 
l’avocate, expliquant que 
Lau ren t  Gbagbo  ava i t  
demandé au secrétaire 
général du Front populaire 
ivoirien (FPI, le parti qu’il a 
fondé), AssoaAdou, d’« 
approcher les autorités 
compétentes afin d’organiser 
son retour dans la quiétude ».
Une source proche de la 
présidence ivoirienne a 
confirmé que deux passeports 
lui avaient été délivrés.
Laurent Gbagbo, âgé de 75 
ans, avait été arrêté à l’issue 
de la crise post-électorale de 
2010-2011 – née de son refus 
d’accepter sa défaite face à 
Alassane Ouattara à la 
présidentielle et qui avait fait 
3 000 morts – et transféré à la 
CPI en 2011. Il a été acquitté 
de crimes contre l’humanité 
en première instance en 
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avec l’obtentionde ses deux passeports



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN     92020                                                         MONDAY        DECEMBER      07

CommentaireCommentaireCommentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org 

EW YORK – La décision du président américain 
élu Joe Biden de nommer Janet Yellen au Nposte de future secrétaire au Trésor est une 

bonne nouvelle pour l'Amérique et le monde. Les 
États-Unis ont survécu à quatre ans sous un président 
mensonger qui n'a aucune compréhension, encore 
moins de respect, de l'État de droit, des principes qui 
sous-tendent la démocratie et l'économie de 
marché, ou même de la décence humaine 
fondamentale. Non seulement Donald Trump a passé 
les semaines depuis l'élection présidentielle à 
cracher des mensonges de fraude électorale 
inexistante ; il a également convaincu une grande 
majorité de son parti d'accepter ces mensonges, 
révélant ainsi la fragilité de la démocratie 
américaine.

Il ne sera pas facile d'annuler les dégâts, en 
particulier avec la pandémie de COVID-19 qui 
aggrave  les  prob lèmes  de  l 'Amér ique.  
Heureusement, personne n'est mieux équipé – en 
intellect, en expérience, en valeurs et en 
compétences relationnelles – pour faire face aux 
défis économiques d'aujourd'hui que Yellen, que j'ai 
rencontrée pour la première fois lorsqu'elle était 
doctorante à l'Université de Yale dans les années 
1960.

Au premier rang des priorités sera la sortie de la 
pandémie. Avec plusieurs vaccins en vue, la tâche 
immédiate est de construire un pont d'ici à 
l'économie d'après-crise. Il est trop tard pour une « 
reprise en forme de V ». De nombreuses entreprises 
ont fait faillite et bien d'autres en feront 
l’expérience dans les semaines et mois à venir ; les 
bilans des ménages et des entreprises sont en cours 
d'éviscération. Pire encore, les gros titres pourraient 
démentir la profondeur de la crise. La pandémie a 
fait des ravages massifs en bas de l’échelle des 
revenus et de la richesse. Les personnes qui ont eu 
recours aux politiques visant à empêcher les 
expulsions et les saisies sont néanmoins de plus en 
plus endettées et pourraient bientôt être de 
nouveau confrontées à de grandes difficultés.

Les perspectives actuelles auraient été bien 
meilleures si seulement nous avions eu un président 
et un Congrès qui avaient reconnu en mai que la 
COVID-19 ne disparaîtrait pas toute seule. Les 
solides programmes de soutien initiaux qui devaient 
être prolongés ne l’ont pas été, ce qui a entraîné des 
dommages économiques évitables qui seront 
désormais difficiles à rattraper.

La dévastation des industries de la restauration et du 
voyage a reçu beaucoup d'attention, mais ce n'est 
peut-être que la pointe de l'iceberg. Les 
établissements d'enseignement, en particulier de 
nombreux collèges et universités, ont été durement 
touchés. Et les gouvernements des États et locaux, 
contraints par des lois sur l'équilibre budgétaire, 
sont désormais confrontés à une chute des revenus. 
Sans aide fédérale, ils devront procéder à des coupes 
profondes dans l'emploi et les programmes publics, 
ce qui affaiblira l'économie dans son ensemble.

Les États-Unis ont désespérément besoin de grands 
programmes de sauvetage ciblés spécifiquement 
vers les ménages et les secteurs les plus vulnérables. 
La dette résultant de l'augmentation des dépenses 
ne doit pas être considérée comme un obstacle, 
étant donné le coût énorme qu’engendrerait un 
soutien trop faible. En outre, étant donné les taux 
d'intérêt proches de zéro et susceptibles d'y rester 
pendant des années, les coûts du service de la 
nouvelle dette sont extrêmement faibles.

De plus, bon nombre des programmes de relance 
nécessaires peuvent être conçus pour atteindre des 
objectifs multiples, en plaçant l'économie sur une 
base plus durable, plus résiliente et fondée sur le 
savoir. Beaucoup dépendra du Congrès, mais les 

arguments économiques en faveur d'un soutien accru 
sont clairs et Yellen est bien équipée pour les expliquer.

Beaucoup dépendra également de la reprise mondiale. 
Ici, la nouvelle administration aura plus de marge de 
manœuvre. Il existe déjà un fort soutien mondial pour 
une émission massive de droits de tirage spéciaux de 
500 milliards de dollars, la monnaie supranationale 
supervisée par le Fonds monétaire international, qui 
sera d’une grande aide pour soutenir de nombreuses 
économies en difficulté. Trump et le Premier ministre 
indien Narendra Modi ont bloqué cette option. Elle 
devrait désormais figurer en tête de l’ordre du jour.

De plus, étant donné que de nombreux pays ne seront 
bientôt plus en mesure de s'acquitter de leurs 
obligations de remboursement de leur dette, une 
restructuration rapide et profonde aiderait 
énormément. Pour faire avancer ce processus, 
l'administration Biden devrait déclarer clairement qu'il 
est dans l'intérêt national des États-Unis de faire 
respecter le principe fondamental de l'immunité 
souveraine, tel qu'adopté par l'écrasante majorité des 
États membres des Nations Unies en 2015. La 
restructuration de la dette est nécessaire à la reprise 
économique mondiale et est juste sur le plan 
humanitaire. S'il y a un moment où le principe de force 
majeure doit s'appliquer, c'est bien maintenant.

La restauration du multilatéralisme serait également 
utile. Au cours des quatre dernières années, 
d'innombrables conflits entre les États-Unis et le 
monde entier ont jeté un voile d'incertitude sur 
l'économie mondiale. Il va sans dire que l'incertitude 
est mauvaise pour les affaires et mauvaise pour 
l'investissement. Un retour à la normale de la part des 
États-Unis – rejoindre l'accord de Paris sur le climat et 
l'Organisation mondiale de la santé, par exemple, ainsi 
qu’un réengagement auprès de l'Organisation 
mondiale du commerce (permettant la nomination de 
juges à son organe d'appel) – aiderait donc grandement 
à restaurer la confiance.

Mais un retour à la normale ne doit pas signifier un 
retour au néolibéralisme. S'agissant du commerce et 
de nombreux autres aspects du cadre économique du 
21e siècle, les programmes politiques doivent être 
réexaminés et réformés. On ne sait pas jusqu'où Biden 
ira dans cette voie. Mais nous pouvons au moins être 
convaincus que la nouvelle administration n'adoptera 
pas la logique à somme nulle qui sous-tend l'approche 
de Trump dans tous les domaines.

Garantir la stabilité mondiale exigera une coopération 
approfondie dans la lutte contre le changement 
climatique, les pandémies et de nombreuses autres 
menaces. Le défi sera de trouver des moyens de le faire 
tout en restant pleinement et énergiquement attachés 
à nos valeurs. Même si Trump a gravement sapé l'ordre 
politique et économique international, ses fissures 
étaient évidentes bien avant son arrivée.

Après tout, la crise financière de 2008 a discrédité le 
néolibéralisme, avec sa croyance en une 
déréglementation sans entrave ; et la crise de l'euro 
qui a suivi a démontré que l'austérité dans de telles 
conditions ne fonctionne pas. Il est clair que le 
néolibéralisme a entraîné une croissance plus faible, 
une augmentation des inégalités, avec toutes les 
conséquences sociales et politiques que nous avons 
constatées ces dernières années. A présent, la 
pandémie a mis le dernier clou au cercueil du 
néolibéralisme, révélant une économie totalement 
dépourvue de résilience et un État incapable de 
répondre efficacement à une crise.

Yellen peut aider à fournir le leadership nécessaire 
pour bâtir un monde meilleur après la pandémie. Pour 
réussir, une idéologie qui sert quelques-uns aux dépens 
du plus grand nombre doit céder la place à une 
idéologie fondée sur les valeurs démocratiques et une 
prospérité partagée.

FrançaisFrançais

libérien pourvu qu’elle renonce, 
à partir de l’âge de 18, à toute 
autre citoyenneté acquise du 
fait qu’un parent est citoyen 
d’un autre pays. Aucun citoyen 
de la République ne peut être 
privé de sa citoyenneté ou de sa 
nationalité, sauf dans les cas 
prévus par la loi ; et nul ne peut 
se voir refuser le droit de 
changer de citoyenneté ou de 
nationalité.

« J’étais en route cet après-
midi, j’ai écouté un membre de 
l’opposition. Je ne connais pas 
son nom et même si je 
connaissais son nom, je ne 
l’appellerai pas », a poursuivi 
Weah. « Il a dit que nous violons 
les lois de la République en 
proposant un référendum à 
notre peuple. Cet homme veut 
être président d’un pays, il 
passe à la radio et dit que le 
président viole les lois parce 
qu’il propose un référendum. 
Mais qu’est-ce c’est qu’un 
référendum alors ? », a-t-il dit.

Pour rappel, le chef de fil de 
l’opposition Alexander B. 
Cummings avait accusé la 
c o m m i s s i o n  é l e c t o r a l e  
nationale (NEC) de violer la 
Constitution libérienne.

« Nous n’avons en aucun cas 
violé la moindre loiencore moins 
la constitution du pays. Au 
contraire, mon administration 
propose des instruments 
quipeuvent aider le pays à 
avancer et il ne s’agit que de 
propositions et il appartient aux 
citoyens de décider si c’est dans 
leur meilleur intérêt ou non », a 
dit le président Weah, avant 
d’ajouter : « ce qui les pousse en 
fait à critiquer les oppositions 
du référendum, c’est leur 
incapacité à expliquer aux 
citoyens ce que signifierait de 
voter Oui ou Non ».

Au président d’ajouter que le 
référendum donne aux citoyens 
la possibilité de s’exprimer sur 
la question de la double 
nationalité, de la durée des 
mandats présidentiel, législatif 
et sénatorial.

Constitution de 1986 du pays.
Les prépositions visent à 

modifier l’article 28 qui 
c o n c e r n e  l a  d o u b l e  
nationalité, les articles 45 et 
48 qui concernent les 
m a n d a t s p r é s i d e n t i e l ,  
sénatorial et législatif.  Il 
s’agit de réduire le mandat 
sénatorial de 9 ans à 7 ans et 
le mandat des représentants 
de 6 ans à 5.

L ’ a m e n d e m e n t  
viseégalement l’article 50. Il 
veut réduire lemandat du 
président et de son vice-
présidentde 6 ans à 5 ans. Il 
cherche en outre à modifier 
l’article 83 (a) et veut 
changer la date des élections 
généra le s  du  2emard i  
d’octobre à novembre.

Aussi bonnes que soient les 
prépositions, elles n’ont pas 
é t é  d é p o u r v u e s  d e  
controverses, en particulier 
d e  l a  p a r t  d u  b l o c  
d’opposition, qui a déposé un 
recours devant la plus haute 
cour de justice du pays le 
mois dernier. La décision de la 
Cour suprême du pays a laissé 
derrière elle de nombreuses 
interprétations. Mais une 
chose est claire, la plupart 
des Libériens, sinon tous, 
sont d’accord avec les 
propos it ions,  même s i  
certains sont septiques par 
rapport au moment.

En vertu de la Constitution 
actuelle, en particulier de 
l’article 28, des milliers de 
Libériens de naissance qui ont 
la nationalité d’autres pays 
ne sont plus reconnus comme 
citoyens libériens. Il en va de 
même pour les enfants nés de 
femmes libériennes et de 
pères étrangers, s’ils ne font 
pas la demande de la 
nationalité libérienne dès 
l’âge de 18 ans.

L’article 28 stipule : Toute 
personne dontau moins l’un 
des parents était citoyen 
libérien au moment de sa 
naissance peut être citoyen 

Ce que Yellen devrait faire

Par Joseph E. StiglitzSyndrome dutroisième mandat :  

comme l’a reconnue Dillon, 
ce qui semble inquiéter bon 
nombre de Libériens est la 
période post-électorale qui 
semble imprévisible, en 
particulier vu l’enjeu que 
représente le comté de 
Montserrado que l’opposition 
et la Coalition au pouvoir 
veulent gagner à tout prix.

A rappeler que le sénateur 
sortant, bien avant la période 
de la campagne électorale, 
avait été la cibled’attaques, 
au point qu’il avait donné 
l’ordre à ses partisans de 

lapider le convoi ou la résidence 
d u  p r é s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah chaque fois que 
les militants de ce dernier s’en 
prendraient à lui.

« Une pierre jeté sur moi à 
l’avance, des pierres seront 
lancées sur le convoi de George 
Weah. S’il a peur de quitter sa 
maison, nous jetterons des 
pierres sur sa maison, c’est moi 
Darius Dillon qui le dit », 
avaitlancéDillon en septembre 
après avoir essuyé des jets 
pierres à St. Paul Bridge 
Community.

Campagne électorale apaisée : 



Cont’d from page 6
he United Nations, 
ECOWAS, EU and TWestern Embassies 

in Monrovia condemn political 
violence in Grand Cape Mount 
County characterized by 
arson attacks on private home 
and properties.   

The campaign convoy of 
opposition candidate Simeon 
Taylor,  was reportedly 
attacked and set ablaze, 
allegedly by supporters of 
ruling Coalition candidate 
incumbent Senator Victor 
Watson, on Saturday, 5 
December in Dambala Town, 
Porkpar District, Grand Cape 
Mount County. 

Mr. Taylor is the senatorial 

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  
Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP). The Collaboration 
involves the former governing 
Unity Party; the Alternative 
National Congress; the All 
Liberian Party; and the 
Liberty Party.

C a n d i d a t e  Ta y l o r  
reportedly survived the 
attacks, but his whereabouts 
have not been officially 
established. 

In a joint statement issued 
Sunday, 6 December in 
Monrovia, a day to the 
December  8th  Spec ia l  
Senatorial Election and 
national referendum,  the 
UN ,  ECOWAS ,  t he  EU  
Delegation and the Embassies 

on the mechanisms and 
approaches that heighten 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  
andaccountability for a 
c o n d u c i v e  b u s i n e s s  
environment and sustainable 
e conomic  g r owth  and  
development in Liberia.

Speaking earlier, the 
Chairperson of LACC, Cllr. 
NdubusiNwabudike called on 
the private sector to join the 
battle against corruption, 
because according to him, the 
private sector is in most cases 

and electoral candidates to 
pursue any disputes through 
peaceful means and dialogue, 
in accordance with the law.

“International partners are 
following closely Liberia’s 
adherence to the rule of law 
and its advancement of peace 
and democracy.  We look 
forward to witnessing the 
voting process on December 
8, and support Liberian civil 
society observation and 
monitoring initiatives as well.  
We remain confident in the 
strong commitment of the 
Liberian people to peace, 
stability, and development 
and continue dedicating our 
support to advance these 
essential goals.”

We have invested heavily 
and worked strenuously 
alongside Liberians from all 
political parties and all walks 
of life to promote peace, 
security, and democratic 
institutions in this country, 
the statement noted.  

Meanwhile, the Missions 
th ru  the i r  s ta tement ,  
welcome President George 
Manneh Weah’s statement 
i s s u e d  e a r l y  S u n d a y,  
D e c e m b e r  0 6 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  
condemning the violence and 
calling for political partisans 
and their leaders to conduct 
themselves peacefully.

An earlier alert published 
Friday, 04 December on the 
U.S. Embassy’s official 
website in Monrovia warned 
Americans to stay off the 
streets, sounding heightened 
risk of violence.  

“National elections are 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 8, 2020.  

During the election season 
frequent demonstrations and 
rallies, both planned and 
spontaneous, are likely, and 
there is a heightened risk of 
violence.   Rallies are planned 
for Saturday and Sunday, 
December 5 and 6 and may 
disrupt traffic in the greater 
Monrovia area”, the Embassy 
said. -Story by Jonathan 
Browne

topics, including: Liberia’s 
business climate in the 
context of the Pro-Poor 
Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development (PAPD) and 
international anti-corruption 
standards; diagnosis of the 
critical elements to improve 
the business climate and fight 
corruption; business as an 
active player in preventing 
corruption, among others.  

of EU  Member States here, 
representing France, Germany, 
Ireland as well as Sweden, and 
the Embassies of the United 
States of America and Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, 
respectively deplore the 
incidence of violence in Grand 
Cape Mount, including burning 
of cars and looting and burning 
of a house, noting that vast 
majority of Liberians  would 
wish to dissociate themselves 
from such acts.

“There must be a full 
investigation of incidences of 
violence, including yesterday’s, 
and all those found responsible 
must be held accountable.  Law 
enforcement agencies must be 

granted sufficient resources to 
carry out their work, including 
the provision of security to 
political candidates and polling 
sites.  

We recall commitments 
stakeholders made in the Code 
of Conduct to ensure a peaceful 
and transparent electoral 
process”, the statement reads.

The Foreign Missions call on 
all parties to renounce the use 
of provocative language and 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  
misinformation and falsehoods 
that only promote political 
tensions, divisiveness, and 
violence and risk the progress 
Liberia has continuously 
demonstrated since 2005, and 
further call on political leaders 

the  main  fac i l i ta tor  o f  
corruption.

"We must intensify effort to 
reduce corruption. This year's 
theme is about the private 
sector, because corruption goes 
beyond government, but in all 
sectors of the country,” Cllr. 
Nwabudike stated. 

The day long dialogue forum 
which took plays on Wednesday, 
December 2, 2020, brought 
together experts and actors 
from both public and private 
sectors to present on various 
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Foreign Missions condemn violence in Cape Mount
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violence on November 9, and sadly, she said, people who were 
innocent and had nothing to do with politics were hurt. She also 
stated that certain supporters of political candidates are 
watching voters closely in an attempt to spy on their moves and 
then intimidate them. 

“If the election continues this way, it will create fear for us 
because some of us will not leave our children to go sit in line to 
vote. Because even leaving your house at midnight or by 6:00 in 
the morning to go and vote, you do not know what will happen 
there [at the voting center]. The people eyeing people too much 
in this election and election never happened this way, it’s too 
worse and some of us are getting afraid.” 

Persons living with disabilities fear being caught in 
confrontations  

Sao Joseph Setuah is the county coordinator for the National 
Commission on Disability in Bomicounty. He called on the central 
government to empower the Liberia National Police (LNP) and the 
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) to enable them the people living 
with disabilities to exercise their voting rights in peace and 
security on December 8. 

He said if any violent act occurred on the day of the poll, there 
will be no one to help persons with disability. Setuah called on 
everyone to drop off any thoughts of violence and allow the 
people to vote peacefully and without fear of retaliation. 

“My call to the Liberia National Police, and the Armed Forces of 
Liberia is for the government to empower them to come outside 
on that day because, if anything happened, persons with disability 
will be seriously affected, we will not be able to run away. Even 
your own parents will not be able to take care of you. Violence is 
not good. We are urging everybody to carry on the process 
peacefully. Whosoever wins, becomes our senator.” Sao added.

Religious Authorities must step up 
A member of the civil society council of Bomi, Prince 

Fromoyan, raised similar concerns and called on the religious 
community to pray for the county. He pointed out that there are 
certain rumors pointing to alleged voter influx from Monrovia. He 
called this an “early warning sign” for potential violence and 
urged the religious community to stand up against it. 

“When they talk about early warning signs, that something may 
happen, we need to do something to prevent it. Those big trucks 
that used to come, we’re hearing all over the county that at Po-
River Bridge, on Election Day the people will stop them, and they 
will not enter Bomicounty. You know what it will mean for us; it 
will be heavy confusion.” 

He recommended that the religious community and the local 
authorities should meet with the NEC to have a peaceful dialogue 
on electoral violence. 

Col. Gustine Hallie is commander of the Liberia National Police 
(LNP) and head of the Joint Security in Bomicounty. “Me and my 
men are holding meetings with the leadership of the various 
districts and communities to make sure things are peaceful on 
voting day. We call on everyone to work along with the police to 
keep our county safe. Election is not about violence, so we don’t 
have to fight,” commander Hallie said. 

The Civil Society Council of Bomi and local religious group 
Kondeh United Muslims Organization, organized separate forums 
on violence-free elections in October. 

Five candidates, all male, are running for the Senate on behalf 
of Bomi county, including incumbent SandoDazoe Johnson, of the 
opposition Collaborating Political Parties (CPP) but Snowe and 
Tyler, both former speakers of the House, are the main rivals.

Special note: the persons interviewed in this story refused to 
be photographed, for fear of reprisal, and we respect their 
request to privacy and safety. 

Bomi: President Weah’sBomi: President Weah’s



Up to yesterday, the polls 
conducted by community 
radios had put Dr. Coleman in 
narrow lead, with 34% while Dr. 
Segbe and Mr. Bartekwa are 
trailing with 32% and 30% 
respectively. Four percent of 
the votes are undecided.

Meanwh i l e ,  L i be r i a ' s  
electoral processes have been 
rocked by tensions or violence 
over the years evidently with 
recent burning of properties in 
Grand Cape Mount County. 

It started in Bomi County 
w i t h  c l a s h e s  b e t w e e n  

supporters of two candidates 
which resulted to many injuries.

In another development, 
Rep. Koffa spoke with Mr.  Bob 
Sherif of District# 3 Grand Cape 
Mount on Sunday morning 
expressing deep regrets at the 
situation in cape mount and 
promised as Chairman on 
judiciary to follow-up with the 
minister of justice for the 
immediate protection of 
persons and property in the area 
and swift apprehension of the 
perpetrators.

Rep. Koffa Promotes Rep. Koffa Promotes 
Cont’d from page 4
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i b e r i a n s  a r e  
expected to head to Lthe polls on Tuesday 

December 8, to vote in a 
referendum and at the same 
time elect 15 new senators in 
an election that appears to 
have split the nation between 
the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) and 
the opposition Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP).

A b o u t  2 , 4 7 6 , 3 5 6  
reg i s te red  vo te r s  a re  
expected to  turn  out  
tomorrow, a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 
votes by two-third of the 
number of registered voters 
in the referendum could see a 
change in the Liberian 
Constitution or retain it just 
as is.

Voters will be deciding on 8 
prepositions, each of the 
prepositions is intended to 
amend different articles 
within the country’s 1986 
Constitution.

The prepositions seek 
amendments to Article 28 to 
allow dual citizenship, Article 
45 and 48 reduction in 
Senatorial tenure from the 
current 9 years to 7 years and 
reduction in the tenure of 
Representatives from 6years 
to 5years respectively. Both 
Senate Pro-tempt and House 
Speakers will also see a 
reduction in their respective 
tenures from 6years to 
5years.

The changes in the 
Constitution also seek an 
amendment to Article 50, to 
have a reduction in the 
Pre s i den t i a l  and  V i ce  
Presidential tenures from 
6years to 5years. It further 
seeks to amend Article 83 (a) 
to change the date of the 
General Elections from the 
2nd Tuesday in October to 
November. 

The rul ing CDC has 
campaigned for a “Yes” vote 
to all of the prepositions, 
while the opposition parties 
led by the CPP, which 
comprises four parties 
including the former ruling 
Unity Party, Liberty Party, All 
Liberian Party and Alternative 
National Congress has not 
been cleared on its message. 
Rather, the opposition CPP 
has called for a boycott 
though it has not officially 
dismissed the prepositions 
but insist the time is too short 
to hold it at this time.

Another sticky issued 
surrounding this impending 
referendum is the fear that a 
change in the Constitution 
particularly the presidential 
tenure could reset President 
George Weah’s time limit, a 
fear the president has 
dismissed.

Weah’s dismissal of that 

elections. Out of the 15 
counties race, if the ruling 
CDC can win Montserrado, 
Grand Bassa, Bong and Nimba 
Counties, that would signal its 
strength to maintain the 
Executive Mansion in 2023.

Contrary to this, were the 
CPP to win these seats, the 
George Weah regime would 
have to work very hard in 
some places doubling their 
efforts for a second term.

T h e  B a t t l e  G r o u n d  
Counties

Montserrado County: The 
contested senatorial seat of 
Montserrado County i s  
currently occupied by Senator 
Abraham Darious Dillon of the 
L iberty Party  and the 
Collaborating Political Parties 
h e a d e d  b y  A l e x a n d e r  
Cummings. Since the 2005 
elections, which kept former 
President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf for 12 years at the 
presidency, the CDC of George 
Weah has continued to rely on 

it, in terms of showing 
numerical strength.

The 2005, 2011 and 2017 
general and presidential 
elections, saw Weah’s CDC 
winning the county not until 
the 2019 Senatorial by 
election, which the CPP 
c a n d i d a t e ,  M r.  D i l l o n  
collected the highest number 
of votes cast.

Grand Bassa County: the 
second oldest county of this 
republic will witness the 
Liberty Party political leader, 
Senator NyonbleeKarnga 
Lawrence coming face to face 
with former Foreign Affairs 
Minister Gbehnzohngar Milton 
Findley.

Findley, also a former 
Senator won the seat in 2005 
and served as Senate Pro 
tempore of the Liberian 
Senate from 2008 to 2014 but 
was defeated by current 
Senator Jonathan Kaipee.

Mr. Findley recently 
resigned his ministerial post 

fear is backed by Article 93 of 
the Constitution which makes it 
ve ry  c l ea r  tha t  i f  t he  
constitution is amended, under 
the term of a President that 
president does not benefit. 

Article 93 states: The 
limitation of the Presidential 
term of office to two terms, 
each of six years duration, may 
be subject to amendment; 
provided that the amendment 
shall not become effective 
during the term of office of the 
incumbent President.

The Race To The Senate
At least 15 Senators across 

the country seats are up for grab 
on a crowded field of 118 
candidates. 

B y  l aw,  a l l  po l i t i c a l  
campaigning for the senatorial 
race ended Sunday midnight, in 
accordance with the guidelines 
and regulations of the National 
Elections Commission (NEC).

Of the total number of 118 
contenders in the Senate race, 
only 8 are females, while the 

rest are males from the various 
political parties, coalition, 
alliances and independent 
candidates.

NEC reports that there are 
5,911 polling places and 2080 
voting precincts throughout the 
country for the much publicized 
December 08, 2020 Special 
Senator ia l  e lect ion  and  
referendum.

The commission has also 
announced the deployment of 
poll workers, technical staffs 
and officers of the Liberia 
National Police at various 
polling places and precincts for 
a peaceful, transparent, free 
and fair voting exercise. 

Though, there are 19 
registered political parties, the 
senatorial race is being 
dominated by the main 
opposition CPP, and the CDC, 
with intense rivalry.

Pundits believe that the 
outcome of Tuesday’s Senatorial 
race would be the determining 
factor for the 2023 Presidential 

in the Weah’s administration 
to face Senator Karnga 
Lawrence  i n  the  2020  
Senatorial election. It is 
believed that Findley has built 
some grips among the youths. 
Priori 

But there could also be a 
surprise winner in Bassa with 
an aide worker Anthony 
Barchue, known as ‘Talk N Do’ 
joining the race and at the 
same time appealing to the 
market women.

Barchue who runs an NGO in 
the county has constructed 
s c h o o l s  o f f e r i n g  f r e e  
education to the children and 
also market buildings as well as 
making donations at police 
stations something both 
Findley and Mrs. Lawrence are 
not heard of.

Maryland County: The 
County and its inhabitants will 
witness two sons and partisans 
of the National Patriotic Party 
battle each other at the ballot 
box. Senator H. Dan Morais and 
former  longest  serv ing  
Representative James Biney 

H e  a l s o  l i s t e d  t h e  
construction of the Monrovia 
City Streets, the Vai Town 
Bridge, Caldwell Road as well 
as the Red Light to Gbarnga 
r o a d  p r o j e c t s  a s  k e y  
government deliverables, 
w h i l e  a l s o  c r e a t i n g  
employment opportunities for 
scores of Liberians.

On December 2, 2020, the 
Government of Liberia and 
China Chongqing International 
Construction Corporation 
(CICO) reached an agreement 
for the construction of the 39-
kilometer stretch of road 
linking Ganta and Saclepea. 

According to the Ministry of 
Public Works, the upgrading of 

Ganta to Seclepea is the first of 
the two lots of the stretch of 
road from Ganta to Tappita, 
which is 100 kilometers. The 
upgrading works will begin in 
Ganta at the intersection of the 
Suakoko Highway and end at 
Saclepea.

The  g r ound  b reak i ng  
ceremony was graced by an 
array of government officials, 
including President George M. 
Weah, Minister of Finance and 
Development Planning, Samuel 
Tweah, Acting Public Works 
Minister; Ruth Coker Collins, 
CICO General Manager, Mr. Yang 
Zetao as well as other senior 
county officials.

are currently at each other’s 
throat for the senatorial seat of 
Maryland County.

Sen. Morais who won the 
ticket of the NPP was kicked out 
of the party because of his 
refusal to contest in the primary 
of the Coalition for Democratic 
Change which NPP is part of. 

The CPP could easily turn the 
table there, with the county 
being the home of its current 
Cha i rman  A l e xande r  B .  
Cummings. Delivering Maryland 
to the CPP would mean a great 
deal to the CPP.

Bong: Deputy House Speaker 
Prince Moye and incumbent 
Senator Henry Yallah will be at 
each other throat for the Bong 
seat. The both have influence 
and the voice command on the 
Kpelleh and at large the Bong 
County. It is believed to be a 
tough race between the two. 

Though, Vice President 
Jewel Howard Taylor has failed 
to endorse the candidature of 
Yallah who enjoys the support 
and admiration of the ruling 
establishment, the battle for 
Bong is open.
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connectivity.
He noted that CICO has 

built a solid reputation in the 
construction of roads and 
other engineering work in 
Liberia over the past years, 
something which today puts it 
a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  
construction companies in 
Liberia and certainly among 
the best in West Africa.

“Over the years we have 
been dedicated to delivering 
on our social responsibility to 
the people of Liberia while 
also endeavoring to be in 
compl iance with labor  
regulations as well  as 
cultivate an improved work 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  o u r  
employees, “Yang said. 

“CICO  will continue to 
work in achieving our goals in 
Liberia while also placing 
emphasis  on the protection of 
our workers and contractors, 
realizing that our company 
has  zero tolerance for bad 
labor practice,’ Mr. Yang 
indicated.

he Gunners were 
condemned to their Ts i x t h  P r e m i e r  

League reverse of the new 
campaign, making some 
unwanted history in the 
process

Arsenal ' s  woes were 
deepened in defeat on Sunday 
as their north London derby 
loss to Tottenham continued 
to pile the pressure on Mikel 
Arteta, leaving the club 
facing their worst league 
start for almost four decades.

T h e  G u n n e r s  w e r e  

condemned to their sixth 
Premier League reverse of the 
new campaign, leaving them 
closer to the relegation zone 
than to the summit thanks to 
goals from Son Heung-min and 
Harry Kane.

With almost a dozen top-
flight games under their belt 
already, Arteta's side look to be 
facing an uphill battle to secure 
a top-six berth once more, 
having only qualified for this 
year's Europa League through 
their FA Cup victory in August.

Since their triumph at 
Wembley however, it has been a 
relatively torrid few months on 
the domestic front, with three 
wins from their opening four 
matches having since translated 
to just one in their last seven in 
the league.

A lone point against recently 
promoted Leeds United is the 
pick of the bunch in terms of 
positive results, with the 
Gunners having lost to Aston 
Villa, Wolves and Spurs since 
they  l a s t  won,  aga in s t  

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

ust days after the 
official signing   for Jthe construction of 

the 39-kilometer stretch of 
road l inking Ganta to 
Saclepea, China Chongqing 
International Construction 
Corporation ( CICO) has 
renewed its commitment and 
support to the Government of 
Liberia “Pro-Poor Agenda.”

In a press released over the 
weekend, CICO through its 
General Manager, Mr. Yang 

Zetao, expressed thanks and 
gratitude to the Government 
and people of Liberia for the 
level of cordial working 
relationship since the company 
begun operation in 2008.

Mr. Yang stressed that the 
company past record of 
successfully implementing 
several key projects in Liberia is 
a clear testimony of CICO’s 
continuous commitment in 
providing quality service to a 
nation in dare need of road 

CICO renews commitment to GOL Pro-Poor Agenda

Arsenal make worst league start for 39 years
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