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Sunday in tate

November, 16-year-otd
Jeancy Kimbenga tried to
reach Europe for a third time.
He was on one of three
dinghies that tanded on the
Greek istand of Lesbos that
day from Turkey.

On that occasion, as with
his two previous attempts,
Jeancy ctaims he was forcibty
returned to Turkish aters. So-
catted pushbacks, without
consideration of a migrant's
individuat circumstances and
without any possibitity of
apptying for asytum, are
ittegat under internationat
human rights taw.

Greece has denied it uses
such methods, insisting it is
comptying with European and
internationat taw and
protecting the borders of the
European Union.During this
third attempt to get to the
EU, Jeancy, who is originatty
from the Democratic Repubtic
of the Congo, documented
part of his jourfey in the hope
that the evidence of him

I n the earty hours of a
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Three boats tanded on Lesbos in the earty hours of 29 November:
those on two of the boats ended up back in Turkey

being on Greek soit woutd
prevent him being sent back to
Turkey.lt was stitt dark when the
three boats tanded on the
southeast tip of Lesbos, known
as Kratigos, on 29 November.
The new arrivats gathered in
a forest nearby and waited for
dawn, sending photos and their

GPS tocation to Aegean Boat
Report, a Norwegian NGO that
monitors migrant ftows in the
area.Hours tater, tocat
academic Kostas Theodorou
was cycting with his wife in
the area when they ran into
two women who ctaimed they
were migrants who had just

overnment troops
have surrounded
the area where

gunmen are betieved to be
hotding schootchitdren
hostage in north-western
Nigeria, President
Muhammadu Buhari's
spokesman has said.

Ten chitdren are

reportedty being hetd
captive, Garba Shehu said,
far fewer than the number
staff reported missing. About
800 pupits were enrotted at
the att-boys schoot in Katsina

Bint'a Ismait: "I have a chitd and
younger brother who've been takenj’

state and about hatf remain
unaccounted for. The
unidentified attackers are
thought to be seeking ransom,
Mr Shehu said

The attack took ptace far
from Boko Haram's usuat area of
operation in the north-
east.Parents have gathered at
the schoot in the Kankara area,
pteading with the authorities to
hetp find their chitdren, Reuters
news agency reported.

Parent Abubakar Lawat was
quoted as saying that two of his
three sons at the schoot, known

as the Government Science
Secondary Schoot, were
missing.

On Saturday, the mititary
said it had tocated the
gunmen's hideout in a forest
and had exchanged gunfire
with them.In a BBC interview,
Mr Shehu said there was a
"massive deptoyment” of
troops to rescue the abducted
chitdren. "Mititary
commanders on the ground
have the coordinates of where
they betieve the bandits are,
and whoever they are hotding.
They have surrounded att of
that area,” he
added.President Buhari
comes from the state, and is
currentty there on a private
visit. He was being briefed
hourty on efforts to rescue the
chitdren, Mr Shehu said.

"The criminat etements,
bandits, witt be crushed. They
witt be etiminated," he added.

The chitdren betieve that
10 of their schootmates were
taken by the bandits, but this
stitt needed to be verified, Mr
Shehu added.

Schoot authorities are
speaking to parents to
estabtish how many students
have returned home and how
many others coutd stitt be
scattered across a targe area
after fteeing the

arrived on the istand a few
hours eartier.

The women said they were
both Christians, pregnant and
had not eaten for three
days."They said they wanted
to go to hospitat or the migrant
camp. My wife teft to get some
cash so that we can put them
in a taxi," said Mr Theodorou,
an assistant professor at the
University of the Aegean. But
when he suggested catting the
potice, the women feared
their passage to Europe woutd
come to an abrupt end.

The migrant groups then
teft the forest and headed
north, taking further photos of
the ptaces they passed.
Aegean Boat Report pubtished
their whereabouts on
Facebook and contacted

Greek authorities.

The BBC has independentty
verified the migrants' materiat
and severat tocations where
they were watking in south
Lesbos.eancy Kimbenga and the
others were met by a team of
Hettenic Coast Guard (HCG)
officers and put on a bus. They
were totd they woutd be taken
to a speciat camp for quarantine
because of the Covid-19
pandemic. At teast two coast
guard number ptates and one
officer are visibte in the footage
the BBC has acquired from the
scene.

Jeancy says what fottowed
deepty traumatised him. The
bus drove for a coupte of hours
to the north of the istand and
stopped at a smatt port where
men in batactavas were waiting.
The teenager recorded a video
on his mobite inside the bus.

"They dressed up tike
ninja[s], they want to make us
get on a boat and send us back
to Turkey,” he is heard
saying.The boy atteges that the
Greek officers then took
everyone's phone, beat them
heavity and forced them on "a
big coast guard boat with
something tike a cannon in the
front side” that took them out to
sea.

There they were forced into
tife rafts and were teft to drift
towards Turkish territoriat
waters, he said. It is not ctear
why, but onty two of the three
groups that arrived in Lesbos
that Sunday morning were sent
back.

et the best of balance and accurate news, delivered daily

attack.Residents tiving near
the schoot totd the BBC they
heard gunfire at about 23:00
(22:00 GMT) on Friday, and
that the attack tasted for more
than an hour. Security
personnet at the schoot
managed to repet some of the
attackers before potice
reinforcements arrived,
officiats said.

Potice said that during an
exchange of fire, some of the
gunmen were forced to
retreat. Students were abte to
scate the fence of the schoot
and run to safety, they
said.Severat tocat residents

joined the potice in searching
for the students, white many
parents said they had
withdrawn their chitdren from
the schoot.

"The schoot is deserted, att
the students have vacated,”
one witness, Nura Abduttahi,
totd AFP news agency.

"Some of the students who
escaped returned to the town
this morning, but others took a
bus home,” he added. The
governor of Katsina, Aminu
Betto Massari, ordered the
immediate ctosure of att
boarding schoots in the state.
BBC




EDITORIAL | COMMENTARY
EU Leaders Must

WHETHER THEY ARE in position, opposition or no position I
Liberians generatty have duty to reject and denounce
viotence during and after Tuesday's senatoriat etection and
nationat referendum to keep the Mothertand stabte and I
united.

IT IS FOOLHARDY for any Liberian, be it a voter or toyatist to I
a particutar candidate or potiticat party in these etections to I
think that narrow interest of a potiticat party or candidate is
above the survivat of the State. Nurturing such betieve is not I
being myopic in thought, but btinded by setfish motives that
do not contribute to the nationat cause. I

INSTEAD, THE OVER-RIDING responsibitity of every citizen I
irrespective of party, tribat or retigious affitiation shoutd

focus on contributing towards buitding a better Liberia in I
which att woutd co-exist harmoniousty and endeavor to I
achieving his or her futt potentiat. I

NEWS FROM GRAND Cape Mount county over the weekend I
about campaign viotence that ted to burning of cars and a I
home is both scaring and disappointing. That we woutd want

to revert our dear country to anarchy and vandatism after 14 I
years of viotent kittings and destruction just to satisfy a |
potiticat party or candidate is sad. I

WHY PEOPLE WOULD want to go so tow in desperation for I
power that is purety inherent in the peopte. If the peopte of
Grand Cape Mount county decide to etect candidate X or Y, it I
is their futt right under the Constitution, which shoutd be
respected.

A CANDIDATE LOSING an etection shoutd atways know there
are more opportunities ahead, and such experience from a
pott just signats a need to return to the drawing board and re-
strategize for future etection. Current President George
Manneh Weah is a gtaring exampte of the benefit of

exercising patience and setf-controt, for when God's- I
appointed time comes, you witt have it att without much I
sweat. I

WE ARE SURE no potitician or candidate in the race wants to I
preside over a burning country that drives away partners and |
investors and teaves the citizenry in misery and starvation. I
Any Liberian carrying such ambition does not mean wett for

the country and his fettow compatriots. I

THIS IS WHY we join catt by Foreign Missions accredited to I
Liberia for the Grand Cape Mount viotence to be investigated

promptty so that perpetrators woutd be brought to justice to I
reassure both citizens and foreign residents. I

CONDEMNATION AND OF the viotence by President Weah I
and catt for potiticat partisans and their teaders to conduct
themsetves peacefutty is not enough. The government I
shoutd appty the strong arm of the taw to make sure it is not
repeated anywhere etse in the country. I

ELECTIONS WOULD COME and go but Liberia, our common I
denomination shoutd atways supersede att setf interest that

is just for a white, for without a stabte country, every other I
thing is meaningtess.

NeDawn
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By Pascat Lamy, Enrico
Letta & Laurence Tubiana

Hold the Green Line

The European Union has taken monumentat steps this year to deepen the btoc's
integration and sotidarity in the face of not just the pandemic but atso the ctimate
crisis. By threatening to derait this progress, Hungary and Potand have ptaced a risky
bet, and other EU teaders must catt their btuff.

on 2020 as a turning point for the

European Union. But which of two
competing headtines witt capture this criticat
momento

PARIS - Historians witt Ao doubt took back

On one hand, the year coutd be defined by
struggte and disintegration: the United
Kingdom’s exit from the EU; confticts over
migration poticies; Hungary and Potand
btocking the EU budget and COVID-19 recovery
fund over the new rute-of-taw conditionatity
on disbursement of Union funds. On the other
hand, 2020 coutd go down as the year when
Europe decided definitivety to pursue a green,
decarbonized economy, a renewed sense of
sotidarity, and deeper integration in order to
shape its economic recovery.

With a criticat European Councit summit this
week, it witt be up to the EU’s heads of state
and government to decide whether they witt
remain committed to the Union’s core vatues.
This past spring, French President Emmanuet
Macron and German Chancettor Angeta Merket
agreed to estabtish the recovery fund, thus
taying a foundation for Europe’s future. This
proposat marked a significant departure from
traditionat EU poticy - especiatty from the
German perspective - because it envisioned
common borrowing and a transfer union
beyond the existing EU budget.

This Franco-German breakthrough was seen as
a resounding reaffirmation of the European
Green Deat and the objective of reaching net-
zero emissions by mid-century. It enabted the
European Commission to propose Next
Generation EU, a €750 bittion (5908 bittion)
program of grants and toans to address the
extra burden that COVID-19 has infticted on
Europe - especiatty its southern member
states.

After one of the tongest European Councit
summits in history, EU teaders this summer
adopted the priorities and modatities for what
amounts to a massive €1.8 trittion recovery
package. But the Juty deat contained two core
provisions, on ctimate poticy and the rute of
taw, setting conditions for retease of this
funding. The rute-of-taw provision was then
strengthened further at the insistence of the
European Partiament.

Owing to its symbotic vatue for the EU and its
indispensabitity for southern member states,
Next Generation EU soon became a target for
Potand and Hungary. Afraid that the rute-of-taw
mechanism woutd expose their government-
sanctioned abuses of EU funds and thus timit
the amount they woutd receive from the
Union’s coffers, the two countries vetoed one
of the provisions (the “own-resources
decision”) that is necessary for approving the
EU’s seven-year budget and the recovery fund.

This is a risky bet for Potand and Hungary,
considering that EU cohesion funds financed
the majority of their pubtic investment in
2015-17 (more than three-fifths in Potand and

over 55% in Hungary). Nonethetess, the two
countries’ extortion has created an impasse that
is fueting potiticat tensions ahead of this week’s
summit, which must atso approve a new target to
reduce emissions by 55% by 2030.

The summit is coming at the precise moment
when the recovery fund’s benefits are being
made crystat ctear. The EU sotd its new ten-year
bond at a yietd of -0.24%. Itaty has sotd ten-year
sovereign bonds with a yietd of 0.76%. And these
bond issues have been dramaticatty
oversubscribed.

Moreover, with the reconstruction bonds, debt
mutuatity is moving forward through the
creation of a European safe asset through the
issuance of common debt. This is atso
estabtishing the rudiments of a decision-making
framework for a European-tevet fiscat poticy.
Market confidence in the EU has duty risen.

More subtty, the concerted fiscat action
embedded in Next Generation EU has tegitimized
decisive measures (in the form of asset
purchases) by the European Centrat Bank,
producing de facto monetary-poticy
coordination in response to the COVID-19 crisis.

Those who want to give in to Hungary and Potand
are focusing on the progress that has been made
in reducing the spread between interest rates
paid by southern and northern member states.
They argue that this new economic atignment -
brought about by Next Generation EU - shoutd
not be jeopardized for the sake of the rute-of-
taw mechanism. Particutarty from a southern
member-state perspective, and with a horrific
second wave of COVID-19 bearing down on
Europe, conceding the conditionatity provision
seems tike the teast-bad option.

But giving in to extortion woutd seriousty
undermine the EU’s credibitity and weaken the
increased confidence of gtobat financiat markets
in its future and the future of the euro. It woutd
open the door for more regressive vetoes of
measures needed to strengthen the EU’s
democratic modet and to achieve ctimate
neutratity by 2050. Financiat markets’ strong
appetite for EU-issued green bonds woutd
diminish - thus raising borrowing costs - and the
ECB’s asset purchases might atso suffer
cottaterat damage.

At this week’s European Councit summit, teaders
must fight for the EU’s financiat future, the
Green Deat, sotidarity among our peoptes, and
democratic choice. As we write, there are
reports that a compromise with Hungary and
Potand has been agreed. If true, that
compromise must in no way renege on the
promises made in Juty when the recovery fund
was born. After att, the surest way to undermine
financiat markets’ burgeoning confidence in the
EU and its finances is to compromise with the
vatues and conditions that have buttressed these
market sentiments.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org
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By Barry Eichengreen

The Debt Dogs
that Didn't Bark

If gtobat growth resumes in 2021, aided by the rottout of vaccines and the Fed’s
continued commitment to uttra-tow interest rates, some devetoping countries may be
abte to avoid defautt, because yietd-hungry investors witt continue to buy their bonds.
But other countries witt not be so tucky.

ERKELEY- Last March, when COVID-19 infected the wortd economy, many

observers feared that emerging markets and devetoping countries woutd suffer

the most, financiatty and otherwise. Economicatty, they retied on commodity
exports, remittances, and tourism, att of which fett through the ftoor with the
pandemic. There was every reason to expect a tsunami of financiat crises and debt
defautts.

The tsunami never arrived. Just six countries - Argentina, Ecuador, Betize, Lebanon,
Suriname, and Zambia - have defautted on their sovereign debt, and onty the first two
have restructured their debts.

But much tike Shertock Hotmes’s dog that didn’t bark, it’s hard to know whether to be
reassured or atarmed by the sitence. Reassuringty, the impact of COVID-19 on
devetoping countries, in Africa specificatty, has been tess than feared. Their young
poputations are retativety resistant to the coronavirus. Their heatth systems, in
responding to past epidemics, have gained the pubtic’s trust. And China’s quick
recovery boosted demand for their commodity exports.

Financiatty as wett, current conditions are surprisingty stabte. In March, when the crisis
erupted, emerging markets hemorrhaged capitat. In Aprit, however, the outftows
taited off, and net ftows to emerging economies have been positive and growing since.

It is Aot hard to see why. Yietds on US ten-year Treasury bonds are betow 1%, and the
dottar is widety expected to depreciate. European government bond yietds are
negative. In this environment, a Thai government bond yietding 1.35% is irresistibte,
even though Thaitand disptays ctassic signs of financiat troubte ahead: a tourism-
dependent economy expected to contract by 7% this year and a government that tacks
poputar support.

If gtobat growth resumes in 2021, aided by the rottout of vaccines and the Fed’s
continued commitment to uttra-tow interest rates, some devetoping countries may
skate through. Yietd-hungry investors witt continue to disptay an appetite for their
bonds.

But other countries, having been hit harder by dectining export earnings and cottapsing
remittances, witt have obtigations to meet. The Institute of Internationat Finance
estimates that nearty $7 trittion of emerging-market debt witt fatt due in 2021, tripte
this year’s tevet. This is not a crisis that witt materiatize at some indeterminate future
date. The dog witt start yowting next year.

Where governments have issued debt domesticatty, their centrat banks can buy it up,
but onty at the cost of crashing the currency and scaring off private investors. In
addition, twice as much foreign debt is coming due in 2021 compared to this year. Much
of this has been rendered effectivety unpayabte by the economic shock of the
pandemic.

The G20 has responded with a Debt Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI) that attows 73
tow-income countries to defer payments on their government-to-government debts
for a year and a hatf. The singte targest bitaterat creditor, China, is now on board, after
some initiat hesitation.

The DSSI is imperfect. Limiting the duration of the suspension and deferring rather
than forgiving the interest is a bit miserty. Countries are retuctant to appty for fear of
rating-agency downgrades, as happened to Cameroon. Distressed middte-income
countries are exctuded. Stitt, something is better than nothing.

The probtem is getting private creditors to scate back their ctaims. Last Aprit, the G20
“catted on” private creditors to agree to comparabte concessions. Unsurprisingty, their
catts went unheeded. Investors were more concerned, predictabty, with their own
portfotios than the ptight of tow-income countries.

Subsequentty, G20 governments made ctear that they had no intention of deferring
their ctaims if the money this freed up simpty went to pay off private creditors. But the
private sector has made equatty ctear that it has tittte interest in concessions. History
tetts us that private debts are restructured onty when creditors become convinced that
hatf a toaf is better than none. And investors are stitt hoping for the futt toaf, with the
officiat sector hetping to feed it to them.

What more can be doneo The United Nations Security Councit coutd pass a resotution
instructing its members to shietd the assets of tow-income countries from titigious
creditors, much as it shietded Iragi assets fottowing the removat of Saddam Hussein.
The US Congress coutd give this measure force of taw. Or, after January 20, 2021,
President Joe Biden coutd issue an executive order instructing the courts to proceed
accordingty, as President George W. Bush did in the case of Iraq in 2003.

Is there a chance of this happeningzConsensus within the UN Security Councit is hard to
achieve and even harder to maintain. The incoming Biden administration witt have
timited potiticat capitat, timited bandwidth, and an abundance of other probtems.
Whether it witt be prepared to confront the big institutionat investors - can you say
BtackRocko- remains to be seen.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020._ www.project-syndicate.org
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By Stawomir Sierakowski

OPINION

Poland’s Populist Gatch-22

The Potish government'’s efforts to prevent the European Union from enforcing
“rute of taw” conditionatity on future funding is not just a reftection of its
ittiberat nature. Rather, the ruting coatition is in the throes of a subtte but att-
consuming fight over who witt emerge as the future face of Potish poputism.

ARSAW - A hatf-bittion peopte across the European Union have effectivety been hetd

hostage by United Potand, a tiny Potish potiticat party that is targety unknown even

among the country’s voters. At issue was a principte that 66% of Potes support: EU
funding shoutd be made conditionat on a recipient country’s respect for the rute of taw - a key
provision in the EU’s 2021-27 budget and COVID-19 recovery fund.

Reports this week ahead of an EU summit to discuss the issue suggest that Potand and Hungary
have accepted the EU presidency’s budget proposat. It stitt needs to be approved by the
Nethertands and other member states, as wett as critics within the Potish government.

With Potand’s ruting Law and Justice (PiS) party waging war on the independence of the
country’s judiciary for years, its opposition to the rute-of-taw provision comes as no surprise.
But it is important to understand the compticated potitics behind Potand’s current position
vis-a-vis the rest of the EU. Onty then can the current impasse be broken, potentiatty creating
a domino effect that topptes Potand’s de facto teader, Jarostaw Kaczynski, and ends the
current era of poputist rute in the country.

Potand’s threat to veto the EU budget as tong as it inctudes a conditionatity mechanism is a
function of the rivatry between two potiticians: Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki of PiS and
Minister of Justice Zbigniew Ziobro of United Potand. Both are angting to succeed Kaczynski,
and both are prepared to sacrifice Potand’s wetfare - and Europe’s - for their own ambitions.

Neither Morawiecki nor Ziobro is an independent potitician who woutd have gotten to where
he is on his own. Morawiecki once ted a targe Potish bank and advised former Prime Minister
Donatd Tusk (Kaczynski’s arch-rivat), neither of which ingratiates him with PiS. After three
years in office, the party stitt treats him as an outsider. Nonethetess, Kaczynski appears to
view Morawiecki as his successor, perhaps betting that he woutd be a ptiant but sound
economic manager.

Ziobro, for his part, teads the most radicat right-wing faction in the ruting United Right
coatition. In practice, United Potand MPs run on PiS tists in partiamentary etections, but they
are uttimatety toyat to Ziobro, whose views and potiticat styte make him much more suited to
be Kaczynski’s successor. But he has yet to win the current teader’s endorsement.

Potand’s standoff with the EU coincides with a Aumber of domestic devetopments that have
ted to the cottapse of PiS’s pubtic support, which has fatten to 27%. Since mid-2017, that
figure had not dipped betow 40%; but now, Kaczynski’s party barety edges out the second-
ptace Civic Coatition, which has 25% support.

Moreover, combined pubtic support for the Potish opposition is now doubte that of PiS. And
though the next generat etection witt not take ptace untit 2023, the ruting camp coutd tose its
partiamentary majority if Jarostaw Gowin’s Covenant, a stightty more tiberat faction, or
United Potand withdraws from the coatition. PiS needs each party’s 20-odd votes in the 460-
seat Sejm to maintain its hotd on power.

Kaczynski’s party owes its toss of support to severat factors, starting with the PiS-friendty
Constitutionat Tribunat’s shocking October ruting atmost comptetety banning abortion. The
decision triggered the targest protests seen in Potand since 1989.

The second factor behind PiS’s toss of support is COVID-19, which is currentty hitting Potand
especiatty hard. The government has been accused of faitifng to prepare for the predictabte
fatt surge, and the crisis has been compounded by PiS’s previous decision to abandon tong-
needed heatth-care reforms in favor of potiticatty expedient sociat transfers.

The EU conftict, too, has contributed significantty to PiS’s probtems. Support for European
integration remains high in Potand, and though this doesn’t usuatty transtate into support for
pro-European parties, it is safe to assume that a cutback in EU funds for Potand witt mobitize
voters against PiS.

There is a reason why PiS avoids unequivocatty anti-EU rhetoric. Most often, it catts for
“diatogue” or btames disagreements on a singte officiat, such as European Commission
Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans, rather than on the EU as a whote. In fact,
Morawiecki’s rise to the premiership in 2017 was supposed to hetp normatize retations with
the EU, fottowing his predecessor Beata Szydto’s tension-packed tenure.

In any case, Ziobro has catcutated that the rute-of-taw crisis presents an opportunity for him
to gain an advantage over Morawiecki. He recentty sent an open tetter to the prime minister
arguing that: “A proposat to tink payments from the European Union budget to the so-catted
rute of taw, in the event of its entry into force, woutd radicatty worsen the status and position
of Potand in the EU for decades,” he wrote. “We both know that this is not about the rute of
taw at att. The ‘rute of taw’ is onty a pretext to introduce the institutionat and potiticat
enstavement of the Potish state.”

The conditionatity mechanism has atready been voted into taw, and any dectaration making it
“ctear” that the mechanism appties onty to budgetary issues woutd have no tegat vatidity.

In this respect, Ziobro is right. He has atready pubticty announced that every compromise is a
capitutation. Ziobro wants to paint Morawiecki into a corner. If he compromises with the EU,
he witt tose Kaczynski and PiS’s support; if he vetoes the EU budget, he witt tose out on funds
that are necessary to govern Potand. His tast, best chance is thus to get the conditionatity
mechanism watered down, thereby preserving both EU funding and something ctose to the
status quo ante.

The softening of the government’s position means either that Kaczynski was btuffing in his

support for Ziobro, or simpty that he had to face reatity. Either way, a potiticat defeat for
Ziobro coutd tead to the break-up of the United Right.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020._ www.project-syndicate.org
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COVID-19
FOLLOW THE MONEY

Government of Liberia COVID-19 Response Perception Survey

Respondents by age group
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In October Accountability Lab carried out a perceptions survey in Gbarpolu, Margibi, Maryland, Montserrado, Rivercess, and Since counties to
understand citizens' feedback on the Liberian government's response to COVID-19.

78%
of the total respondents
reported a decrease in
their household income
during the pandemic
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Respondents were asked 5 questions focusing on how communities rate the government's overall handling of the pandemic, the extent of state
support received so far and also how livelihoods have been impacted over the past few months.

Get in touch with us on Facebook: @accountabilitylabliberia
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FOLLOW THE MONEY

89% of respondents said they had not received
any food assistance from the government

More than 50% of respondents either did not know or said their
community has not received adequate support (eg. medical
supplies, material & services) during the COVID-19 pandemic

County
Gbarpolu Gbarpolu
Margibi Margibi
Maryland Maryland
Rivercess fontserrado

Rivercess

Sinoe

Montserrado Sinoe

o 25 50 75 100

Number of respondents

Yes 7 No

Are you a resident of any of the counties? Have you

Number of respondents

- I don't know

ived or been denied of food ? What has been your experience when
receiving food assistance?

Share your experiences and challenges with us: info@accountabilitylab.org
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How did communities rate the government's mangement of the pandemic?*

Rated 7 or above Rated 6 or below

28%
Of the total respondents rated
| 7 or above
80% 93%
in Sinoe in Rivercess
72%
0, [+
Of the total respondents rated 48% . 84%
6 or below in Margibi in Montserrado
80%
*Rated on a scale of 1-10 where 1 is very poor and 10 is excellent in Gbarpolu and
Maryland

Are you a resident of any of the counties? Have you received or been denied of food assistance? What has been your experience when
ing food assi: ?
Share your experiences and challenges with us: info@accountabilitylab.org
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Citizens' Feedback

“Donations have been awesome, but in most cases, they haven't reached the intended population. When these
donations reach the county, they get to the authorities and most times they are used for their personal gains, or within
the communities where they live.”- (Margibi County Resident)

“Most people did not benefit from donations to the county because those who received the donations did not give the
said donations to the people in need. The government did not do any follow-up checks within the counties, especially
Sinoe to ensure that the right thing was done.”- (Sinoe County Resident)

“From the onset of the preparation for support to fight against the coronavirus, the central government contribution
was very low, the social messages were too few and unclear. Therefore, citizens had a hard time believing that the
outbreak of the virus was real.”- (Gbarpolu County Resident)

"The COVID-19 lockdown and suspension of working activities have made livelihood hard on the citizens. The
government has failed to help. They marked houses to distribute food but until now, the needy people have not
received any food supply in the counties. Even though private institutions and individuals did well, the
politicians/county authorities took advantage of the donations and used the items to run their reelection campaigns.”
(Nimba County Resident)

Get in touch with us on Facebook: @accountabilitylabliberia
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By D. Sotomon Taybtah (LMD Fettow)
(Reprint ahead of runoff in Gbarpotu County)

t’s the finat countdown to the

Referendum and the Speciat

Senatoriat Etections (SSE) in
Liberia, and the Nationat Etections
Commission (NEC) has recruited targe
numbers of peopte to train and to serve
as NEC staff.

Victor Matu, advisor for the Liberia
Motorcycte Transport Union in
Gbarpotu, wishes that NEC recruited
staff in the district in which they reside
because they speak the tocat diatect and
are famitiar with the environment
which woutd ensure a smooth voting
process.

Gbarpotucounty, in northwestern
Liberia, has atso begun mass recruiting
of suitabte Liberians to serve as NEC
staff on etection day. Gbarpotu is one of

o

15 counties of Liberia that is faced with
serious chattenges, inctuding poor roads
and impassabte paths to remote
vittages. During the recent civic and
voter education exercise, and the voter
rott update, the NEC staff were unabte
to reach their assigned areas before the
deadtine. Fortunatety, the NEC
extended the deadtine so that the NEC
staff covered areas tike Normondietono
and other towns and vittages in both
Gbarma and Bette districts to educate
citizens and register etigibte voters to
exercise their rights at the battot box.
Gbarpotu County etectorat
magistrate, Ernest McCay Sr. assured
that NEC witt conduct massive
recruitment of citizens from across the
county for the December 8 etections

toe,Kanneh, onty femate

,"‘ b -
rz _{gcgf.f[gm the county

and referendum.

He said that the process that is
atready ongoing, is transparent because
the recruitment is being conducted in att
districts to avoid previous mistakes.

Regina M. Toe, a tocat ctothes setter,
betieves that the majority of the youth
who coutd benefit from NEC training to
serve as staff wilt not be engaged,
because they are busy seeking admission
to schoots, as parents struggte to find
money to pay tuition amid serious
financiat chattenge.

“The NEC needs to recruit more tocats
to exptain the voting processes both for
the senatoriat etection and the
referendum before potting day on
Tuesday”, Madam Toe said.

The onty femate candidate in the
race, BotoeKanneh, said that the
Nationat Etections Commission shoutd
conduct adequate education for staff
recruited and ensure they do the right
thing to have a transparent and peacefut
etection.

“From the tast etection, | observed
that some of the pott workers didn’t know
how to put ink on our fingers after voting
so they atmost mark our entire finger
rather than the fingertip”, candidate
Kanneh noted.

According to the NEC data, on October
10, 2017 Presidentiat and Representative
Etections, more than 36,000 peopte from
Gbarpotu, representing 75.5% of the totat
registered voters, cast a battot. By
comparison, onty 12,645 voters,
representing 30.1% of the totat
registered voters, cast a battot
during the senatoriat etections in
2014.

NEC is organizing a referendum
that inctudes 8 propositions to
amend the Constitutions, and
Speciat Senatoriat Etections for 15
out of the totat 30 Senate seats on
December 8. Two by-etections for
the House of Representatives are
atso organized in the Montserrado
district 9 and Sinoe district 2.

The potiticat campaigning is
scheduted to end on December 6.
The NEC has scheduted to
announce the provisionat resutts
| for the Referendum & Senatoriat
Etection on December 10, two days
after the etection.
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By Winston W. Partey

uthorities at the
Ministry of Nationat
Defense and the Armed

Forces of Liberia (AFL) have
reviewed the draft Court
Martiat regutation for the
mititary here at a one - day

workshop graced by key
stakehotders from the justice
and human rights sectors,
among others.

The Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces of Liberia Maj.
Gen. Prince C. Johnson, lll,

AFL reviews draft Court

said the intent of the workshop
is att about how the Uniformed
Code of Mititary Justice (UCMJ)
can be practicatized to start the
summary court, the speciat
court and the generat court
martiat, fottowing the passage
of the Act since 2017.

“Based on that we decided to
catt stakehotders who are or witt
be invotved in these
proceedings after this ... is
signed by the Commander - in -
Chief of the Armed Forces to
begin that process,” Gen.

Johnson said recentty at the
Barctay Training Center during
the workshop.

He indicates that it’s a
mitestone to see the
resumption of Court Martiat
proceedings here technicatty
since 2003 when the Armed
Forces of Liberia was
restructured based on the
AccraPeace Accord.

“To come back and see the
resumption of Court Martiat
proceedings | think it’s a
mitestone. From 2010 we
started this process to see
how best we can have a
document; 2017 that
document was approved,
passed, printed into handbitt,
2020 we have started to see
how best we can start court
martiat proceedings from the
UCMJ,” he says.

Chief of Staff Johnson assures
that the AFL witt be open for
discussion, particutarty
catting on the Independent
Human Rights Commission,
Ministry of |Justice, the
Liberia Nationat Bar
Association, Governance
Reform Commission for their
support.

“The fabric of every
democracy, even security
sector, is the hattmark of
disciptine, and the onty way

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 11

iptomatic missions
here have
congratutated

Liberians for the peacefut
conduct of the December 8,
Senatoriat midterm etections
and constitutionat
referendum.

The missions inctudes the
United Nations in Liberia,
ECOWAS, Embassies of
MemberStates of the African
Union, the EU Detegation and
the Embassies of the EU
Member States
(France,Germany, Iretand,
and Sweden), the Embassy of
the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Iretand,
and the Embassy of the
United States of America.

In a joint statement issued
Friday December 11, the
diptomatic community
commended the Liberian
peopte and government, as
wett as potiticat teaders, civit
society organizations and the
media for the peacefut
conduct of the December 8
mid-term Senatoriat etection
and constitutionat
referendum.

“We have been inspired by
the strong commitment to

democracy expressed by
Liberians in these etections,”
the statement read.

The diptomats atso expressed
their appreciation for the
efforts of the Nationat Etections
Commission (NEC), and in
particutar, pottworkers present
at potting ptaces across the
country, as wett as att those
mobitized on Etection
Dayinctuding domestic

observers and members of
security forces, for the overatt
smooth and ordertyrunning of
the etections.

“We wetcome and support
the announcement by the NEC
that those
etectoratirregutarities and
incidents identified during
Etection Day witt be property

> CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Liberia gets Youthlead
ambassador post

By Ben P. Wesee

ut of 3,100 persons
from across the
gtobe that apptied

to serve as Youthtead
ambassadors, Liberia has been
setected atong with 21 others
for this rote fottowing many
vetting processes.

The Executive Director of
Hope for Young Peopte Mr.
Thomas Tamba Bundoo was
setected by Youthtead to serve
as Ambassador to Liberia.

Youthtead is a USAID -
funded project YouthPower
tearning taunched in 2018, for
young change makers making a
positive impact in their

community through service,
activism, advocacy, education
and entrepreneurship.

Their network members are
focused on finding sotutions by
connecting peopte, ideas, and

Ambassadors gtobatty,” Thomas
Tamba Bundoo says.

According to the Hope for
Youhg peopte Executive
Director, September 25 of this
year, he was among the over
3,100 young peopte who apptied
gtobatty to serve as Youthtead
Ambassadors in their respective
countries.

He notes that on November
9, he was informed by the team
that he was quatified for the
next stage which was Zoom
interview, adding that he was
setected on November 30 as an
Ambassador of Youthtead.

"December 7, we finatized
the agreement and | officiatty
signed up to serve as Youthtead
Ambassador to Liberia,” Thomas
Bundoo exptains.

Bundoo points out that as a

resources to tackte criticat
issues affecting young peopte
at home and around the wortd.
Addressing the press over
the weekend at the head
office of Hope for Young
Peopte Inc. at Barnesvitte
Junction, Thomas Tamba
Bundoo extended his
appreciation to the Youthtead
famity for affording a young
Liberian the opportunity to
serve as ambassador gtobat.
"We catted you here today
to inform [the] pubtic more
especiatty the young peopte of
Liberia about the step that we
have taken in [Raising] the
Red, White and Btue across the
gtobe, by being setected atong
with 21 others out of 3,100
young peopte who apptied to
serve as Youthtead

WWw

Youthtead Ambassador, his
function is to tead activities and
engagement with young change
makers in the communities and
country to promote Youthtead
and increase engagement on
the ptatform over the next six
months.

“The Youthtead Ambassadors
have a proven track record in
mobitizing other young change
makers and youth through their
activities,” he says.

“The Ambassadors are taking
part in a six [month] program
and witt ptay a key rote in
bringing the benefits of
Youthtead to nationat, regionat,
and tocat groups of change
makers. They witt atso hetp to
grow Youthtead’s gtobat reach,”
he adds.—Edited by Winston
W. Partey
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Five years aiter the adoption of the Paris Agreement:
EGOWAS is more mohilized than ever for climate action

ive years after its

adoption in Paris at

COP21 organized by
the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Ctimate Change (UNFCCCQ),
the Paris Agreement became
effective in 2020 and the
ECOWAS Commission intends
to reaffirm its commitment to
support the gtobat response

Commission affirms its strong
support for the joint initiative of
the Secretary Generat of the
United Nations, Mr. Antonio
Guterres, the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Boris Johnson, who
witt assume the Presidency of
the COP26 in Gtasgow, and the
French President, Mr. Emmanuet
Macron, to organize a Wortd

industriat tevets.

The ECOWAS Commission
wetcomes the confirmed
participation of severat Heads
of State from the West African
region at this Wortd Summit.

According to Commission’s
President, Jean Ctaude Kassi
Brou: “ECOWAS reiterates the
importance of cottective

to the threat of ctimate
change.

According to Mr. Sékou
SANGARE, Commissioner in
charge of Agricutture,
Environment and Water
Resources of ECOWAS “There
is no time to waste in
responding to the ctimate
emergency, and this requires
the action of att, in a spirit of
sotidarity and responsibitity.
Due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the UNFCCC
COP26 has been postponed to
November 2021, but this
heatth crisis with muttipte
economic and sociat
consequences must not
hinder mobitization or detay
action."

To this end, the ECOWAS

Ctimate Summit on December
12, 2020, with the aim of
strengthening the ambition of
ctimate action and reaffirming
their commitment to the Paris
Agreement as muttitaterat
cooperation framework to
achieve this.

This Wortd Ctimate Ambition
Summit witt provide an
opportunity for Heads of State
and Government to announce an
upward revision of their
Nationatty Determined
Contributions (NDCs and witt
hightight exemptary initiatives
and innovative sotutions at att
tocat tevets, thus showing that it
is possibte to meet the
chattenge of timiting the
temperature increase, if
possibte, to 1.5°C above pre-

Voo B

Beginning Monday, December 14, 2020 the
New Dawn will open its classified Advert
section to all businesses.

You may advertise for as
low as US$15 daily.

action to support the
effective imptementation of
the NDCs and of the Paris
Agreement, as part of a
united and concerted
approach, starting at the
regionat tevet. The ECOWAS
Commission joins in this
cottective mobitization by
supporting the efforts of its
member states within the
framework of its mission and
its mandate.”

Aregionat ctimate strategy
in West Africa is being
devetoped, to provide
coordinated actions at the
regionat tevet, aiming to
strengthen the tevet of
ambition of Member States
white protecting the
poputations of the region who
are particutarty vutnerabte to
the impacts of ctimate
change.

This strategy witt atso
make it possibte to support
transnationat initiatives and
mobitize additionat financiat
resources for sustainabte,
tow-carbon and resitient
devetopment, which
contributes to the fight
against poverty and food
insecurity, for the wett-being
of the poputations of West
Africa.

The ECOWAS Commission
witt present the objectives
and priority axis of its regionat
ctimate strategy at COP26 in
Gtasgow in November 2021.-
Press retease

UK unvells third travel bans
and asset freezes listing

he UK has announced
a third tranche of
sanctions under its

Gtobat Human Rights Sanctions
Regime against 10 individuats
and one entity from Russia,
Venezueta, The Gambia and
Pakistan for egregious human
rights viotations, inctuding
torture and murder.

A retease issued said these
sanctions, announced on
Internationat Human Rights
Day, are part of the UK’s gtobat
human rights regime which
gives the UK powers to stop
those invotved in serious
human rights abuses and
viotations from entering the
country, channetting money
through UK banks, or profiting
from our economy.

This is the third time the UK
has sanctioned peopte or
entities for human rights
viotations and abuses under a
UK-onty regime, with the first
in Juty and the second in
September 2020.

This is atso the second time
the UK has worked atongside
atties to announce sanctions,
with the US atso announcing
their own measures today. In

of the Chechen Repubtic of the
Russian Federation in Argun;
and Apti Ataudinov: Deputy
Minister of Internat Affairs of
the Chechen Repubtic and Major
Generat of the Potice.

In Venezueta, sanctions witt
be imposed on senior security
figures responsibte for human
rights viotations in Maduro’s
ittegitimate regime. These
designations are a timety
reminder of the crisis in
Venezueta, coming as they do so
soon after the ittegitimate
Maduro regime organised
deepty ftawed Nationat
Assembty etections on 6
December.

The affected individuats are
Rafaet Bastardo Commander of
FAES (Speciat Action Forces)
untit 2019;Remigio Cebattos
Ichaso: Head of the Strategic
Command Operations of the
Botivarian Nationat Armed
Forces (CEOFANB); and Fabio
Zavarse Pabon: Commander of
the Nationat Guard (GNB).

In The Gambia, former
President Yahya Jammeh, his
former director of Nationat
Intettigence Agency, Yankuba
Badjie, and his wife former first

the US and the UK
designated 31 actors today for
their invotvement in serious
human rights abuses.

In Russia, the UK is imposing

totat,

sanctions, inctuding travet
bans and asset freezes, against
three individuats and the Terek
Speciat Rapid Response Unit
responsibte for torture and
other human rights viotations
against LGBT peopte in

Chechnya.
The individuats are
Magomed Daudov: The

Spokesperson/Chairperson of
the Partiament of the Chechen
Repubtic; Aiub Kataev: Head of
the Ministry of Internat Affairs

tady ZinebJammeh.

White in Pakistan Ahmad
Anwar Khan, the former Senior
Superintendent of Potice in
Matir District is atso facing
sanctions for historic human
rights viotations inctuding
extrajudiciat kittings of
protestors and minority groups.

The UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab said: “Today’s
sanctions send a ctear message
to human rights viotators that
the UK witt hotd them to
account.

“The UK and our atties are
shining a tight on the severe and

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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’opposition au Liberia

a consotidé son

avance sur te pouvoir
aux étections sénatoriates de
mi-mandat, seton des
résuttats partiets annoncés
jeudi et vendredi par ta
commission étectorate. C’est
un sérieux revers pour te
président George Weah.

Les Libériens se sont
rendus mardi aux urnes pour
choisir 15 de teurs 30
sénateurs et pour un
référendum constitutionnet
proposant notamment de

réduire ta durée du mandat du
chef de t’Etat et d’autoriser ta
doubte nationatite.

Le parti de Weahest en passe
de ne rapporter que 3 sieges sur
toute t’étendue du territoire
Nationat seton tes résuttats
partiets dévoités jeudi et
vendredi par ta Commission
étectorate nationate (NEC). Le
reste des sieges risquent de
choir aux mains des membres
de t’opposition et des candidats
indépendants.

L’opposition est méme sur te
point d’enregistrer une victoire

hautement symbotique en
remportant te comté de
Montserrado, te ptus peupté
du pays et qui comprend ta
capitate Monrovia.

C’était aussi te fief
étectorat historique de
George Weah, qu’it a

représenté au Sénat de 2015 a
son accession a ta présidence
de t’Etat en janvier 2018.

Or, t’un des adversaires tes
ptus farouches de t’ex-star du
foot mondiat, te sénateur
Darius Ditton, étu a

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 9

L

President George M. Weah

Dr Jeremrah Z. Whapd

Le Centre pour
transparence et ta
responsabitité au Libéria
(CENTAL) exhorte te
gouvernement du Libéria a
enquéter sur te cas du
sénateur du comté de Grand
Cape Mount, Me Varney G.
Sherman, mis en cause par te
Département du Trésor des

Etats-Unis pour corruption
présumée.
«Nous appetons te

Gouvernement du Liberia, en
particutier ta Commission anti-
corruption du Libéria (LACC) et
te pouvoir judiciaire, a enquéter
sur tes rapports qui accabtent
Me Sherman en t’accusant de
corruption et de paiements des

pots-de-vin a des juges pour
juger en sa faveur », a déctaré
CENTAL.

Animant un point de presse
au bureau de CENTAL a
Sinkorte jeudi 10 décembre,
te directeur exécutif du
groupe, M. Anderson Miamen,
a déctaré que te rapport
pubtié par te Département du
Trésor des Etats-Unis ne
devrait pas étre pris a ta
tégere vu tes actions initiates
des partenaires
internationaux.

« Une tette corruption
judiciaire signatée, en
particutier dans t’affaire
Sabte Mining, sape ta position
d’indépendance, d’équité et
de respect de t’état de droit
», a-t-it dit.

Seton Miamen, <« ces
actions enfreignent en outre
tes canons judiciaires et te
code de conduite, t’éthique
morate et professionnette des
avocats ».

Le patron du CENTAL
réitere t’appet de son
institution a un soutien morat
et financier accru aux

institutions de moratisation

> CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Editorial
La violence électorale
menace la paix sociale

Peu importe teur appartenance potitique, qu’its soient de
t’opposition ou de ta majorité au pouvoir, tes Libériens n’ont
d’autre choix que de rejeter et de dénoncer ta viotence avant,
pendant et apres tes étections sénatoriates et te référendum
nationat de mardi pour promouvoir ta paix et ta stabitité
potitique, gage du dévetoppement socio-économique. C’est
au fait un devoir patriotique.

It est regrettabte qu’un tibérien, qui qu’it soit, ptace t’intérét
d’un parti potitique ou d’un candidat au-dessus de ta survie de
ta nation. On ne peut en réatité se rendre coupabte d’un tet
comportement que quand on souffre d’une myopie mentate
ou d’un aveugtément égoiste et cupide, qui sont bien
évidemment incapabtes de contribuer a ta cause nationate.

La responsabitité primordiate de chaque citoyen, peu import
son parti, sa tribu ou de son appartenance retigieuse, est de
contribuer a ta construction d’un meitteur Libéria dans tequet
touspeuvent coexister dans une harmonie et réatiser teur
ptein potentiet.

Les nouvettes de ta viotence étectorate dont te comté de Grand
Cape Mount a été te théatre au cours du week-end en marge
de ta campagne, qui s’est sotdée par t’incendie des voitures et
d’une maison sont a ta fois effrayantes et décevantes. Ces
actes barbares taissent penser que nous voutonsramener notre
cher pays a t’anarchie et au vandatisme apres 14 ans de
meurtres viotents et de destruction juste pour satisfaire un
parti potitique ou un candidat.

Pourquoi des gens voudraient-its se rabaisser aussi bas par
cupidité pour te pouvoir qui n’appartient qu’au peupte. Si tes
habitants du comté de Grand Cape Mount décident d’étire un
candidat X ou Y, c’est teur ptein droit en vertu de ta
Constitution et ceta doit étre respecté.

Un candidat qui perd une étection doit toujours savoir qu’ity a
ptus d’opportunités a venir, et qu’une tette défaite signifie
simptement qu’it faut revoir sa stratégie pour tes étections
futures. Le président actuet George MannehWeah est un
exempte ftagrant d’un homme qui a eu a faire preuve de
patience et de maitrise de soi. C’est te tieu de dire que quand
te moment fixé par Dieu arrive, on aura ce pour quoi on s’est
battu tout ce temps.

Nous sommes ptus que convaincu qu’aucun potiticien ou
candidat en tice ne voudra présider un pays a feu et a sang, qui
fait fuir tes partenaires et tes investisseurs et dont tes citoyens
s’engouffrent dans ta misere et ta famine. A moins qu’on soit
ctairement un ennemi du pays.

C’est pourquoi nous voudrions retayer t’appet tancé par tes
missions étrangeres accréditées au Libéria qui exigent que tes
viotences de Grand Cape Mount fassent t’objet d’une enquéte
rapide afin que tes auteurs soient traduits en justice pour
rassurer tes citoyens et tes résidents étrangers.

Le fait que te président Weahcondamne ta viotence et appette
tes acteurs potitiques et teurs dirigeants au catme est toin
d’étre suffisant. It faut que te gouvernement fasse pour cette
fois preuve de fermeté afin que de tets actes de viotence ne se
répetent dans te pays.

Les étections viennent et passent, mais te Libéria, qui est
notre dénominateur commun, demeure toujours, c’est
pourquoi nous sommes tenus a privitégier t’intérét de ta
nation, car sans ta stabitité, tout est insensé.
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Montserrado en 2019, serait
reconduit avec ptus de 60%
des voix, seton tes chiffres de
ta NEC portant sur environ
89% des suffrages.

La commission étectorate
continuera a pubtier au fur et
a mesure du dépouittement
tes résuttats des sénatoriates.
Ceux du référendum sont
attendus te 23 décembre.

L’échéance a vateur de
doubte test pour te président
Weah, qui avait soutevé un
immense espoir en accédant
au pouvoir dans un des pays
tes ptus pauvres du monde et
toujours marqué par ta guerre
civite de 1989-2003 et
t’épidémie d’Ebota de 2014-
2016. It n’a pas réussi a
redresser t’économie et
t’enthousiasme a fait ptace au

www.thenewdawnliberia.com

désenchantement.

Les principaux partis
d’opposition avaient appeté a
boycotter te référendum, disant
craindre qu’une révision
constitutionnette ne serve a M.
Weah a briguer te moment venu
un troisieme mandat, chose
impossibte en t’état actuet, en
faisant vatoir que tes compteurs
auraient été remis a zéro.

L’entourage de M. Weah
dément un tet dessein. Mais tes
réétections récentes des
présidents Atpha Condé et
Atassane Ouattara pour un
troisieme mandat chez tes
voisins guinéen et ivoirien,
rendues possibtes par t’adoption
de nouvettes Constitutions, ont
ravivé te spectre des
présidences a vie.

La sociéteé civile appelle

de ta vie pubtique afin
qu’ettes fonctionnent de
maniére indépendante et
efficace.

«Nous appetons égatement
a un engagement accru des
citoyens et de ta société civite
indépendante dans ta tutte
contre ta corruption dans te
pays car its sont tous des
acteurs essentiets», a déctaré
Miamen.

La déctaration de CENTAL
fait suite a ta pubtication d’un
rapport accabtant du
Département américain du
Trésor contre tes auteurs
présumeés de corruption et de
graves viotations des droits de
t’homme, en particutier au

Libéria.

Dans ce rapport, te sénateur
Sherman a été cité comme
s’étant rendu coupabte d’acte
de corruption directement ou
indirectement.

Seton te rapport, Me Sherman
a offert des pots-de-vin a
ptusieurs juges associés a son
procés concernant t’affaire de
corruption de Sabte Mining.

Seton te rapport, te sénateur
de Grand Cape Mount payait
régutierement des juges pour
juger en sa faveur et aurait
facitité te versement des pots de
vin a des potiticiens tibériens
pour soutenir ta destitution d’un
juge qui aurait tranché contre
tui.

« Des manceuvres
étrangeres qui visent a
déstabitiser t'Atgérie » : te
Premier ministre atgérien,
Abdetaziz Djerad, a
commenté en ces termes ce
samedi 12 décembre ta
normatisation des retations
entre te Maroc et Israét, et ta
reconnaissance par tes Etats-
Unis de ta souveraineté
marocaine sur te territoire du
Sahara occidentat. Le
président américain sortant,
Donatd Trump, en a fait
t'annonce jeudi soir.

Depuis quarante ans,
t'Atgérie soutient te Front
Potisario, mouvement
potitique armé, qui demande
tindépendance du Sahara
occidentat, territoire
considéré « non-autonome »
par tes Nations unies et
occupé par te Maroc.La
récente décision de Donatd
Trump de reconnaitre ta
souveraineté marocaine sur te

Sahara occidentat fait monter ta
tension d'un cran dans toute ta
région.En t'absence du président
Abdetmadjid Tebboune, pour des
raisons de santé, te Premier
ministre atgérien Abdetaziz
Djerad ne mache pas ses mots. «
It y a maintenant une votonté de
t'entité sioniste de se rapprocher
de nos frontieres », a-t-it
déctaré. Pour tui, ta
normatisation des retations entre
te Maroc et Israét, ainsi que ta
reconnaissance par tes Etats-
Unis de ta souveraineté
marocaine sur te Sahara
occidentat, sont deux coups
d'une méme partie d'échecs dont
t'objectif est d'affaibtir ta
position atgérienne dans ta
région.L'Atgérie préte a assumer
ses responsabitités

Depuis te 13 novembre, tes
tensions ont repris entre te Front
Potisario, (ANP) se dit «
contrainte d'assumer ses
obtigations régionates », compte
tenu de son soutien immuabte a «
toutes tes causes justes ».
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Par Pascat Lamy Enrico
Letta & Laurence Tubiana

doute t’année 2020 comme un tournant pour

t’Union européenne. Mais taquette des deux
actuatités concurrentes sera retenue dans cette
période critique o

PARIS - Les historiens observeront sans aucun

D’un coté, cette année pourrait étre définie par te
conftit et ta désintégration : sortie du Royaume-
Uni hors de ’UE ; conftits autour des potitiques
migratoires ; veto de ta Hongrie et de ta Potogne
face au budget de t’UE et au fonds de reprise
contre te COVID-19, pour cause de conditionnatité
du respect de t’Etat de droit pour t’obtention des
fonds de ’UE. D’un autre coté, 2020 pourrait se
démarquer comme t’année qui aura vu t’Europe
décider une bonne fois pour toutes de viser une
économie verte décarbonée, un sentiment
renouveté de sotidarité, ainsi qu’une intégration
ptus profonde pour faconner sa reprise
économique.

Un sommet majeur du Conseit européen ayant tieu
cette semaine, it appartiendra aux chefs d’Etat et
de gouvernement de t'UE de décider s’its
entendent rester engagés pour tes vateurs
fondamentates de t’Union. Au printemps, te
président francais Emmanuet Macron et ta
chancetiére attemande Angeta Merket ont convenu
de mettre en ptace te fonds de retance, posant
ainsi t’une des bases de t’avenir de t’Europe. Cette
proposition a marqué une importante rupture par
rapport a ta potitique traditionnette de t’UE -
notamment du point de vue attemand - dans ta
mesure ou eltte a envisagé une démarche
commune d’emprunt, ainsi qu’une union de
transfert au-deta du budget existant de t’UE.

Cette avancée franco-attemande a résonné
comme une réaffirmation du Pacte vert pour
t’Europe, ainsi que de t’objectif consistant a
atteindre ta neutratité des émissions d’ici te
mitieu du siécte. Ette a permis a ta Commission
européenne de proposer te ptan de retance Next
Generation EU, un programme de subventions et
de préts destiné a répondre aux difficuttés
supptémentaires que te COVID-19 a infltigeé a
t’Europe - en particutier a ses Etats membres du
sud.

At’issue de t’un des ptus tongs sommets du Conseit
européen de t’histoire, tes dirigeants de t’UE ont
adopté tes priorités et modatités de ce qui
correspond a un ptan de retance massif de 1 800
mittiards €. L’accord de juittet prévoyait toutefois
deux dispositions ctés, t’'une sur ta potitique
ctimatique, t’autre sur te respect de t’Etat de
droit, fixant tes conditions du versement de ces
fonds. La disposition retative a t’Etat de droit a par
ta suite été renforcée, sur insistance du Partement
européen.

En raison de sa vateur symbotique pour t’UE, et de
son caractére indispensabte pour tes Etats
membres du sud, te ptan Next Generation EU a
rapidement été pris pour cibte par ta Potogne et ta
Hongrie. Craignant que ta conditionnatité du
respect de t’Etat de droit expose teurs abus
(cautionnés par teur gouvernement respectif)
dans t’emptoi des fonds de t’UE, et redoutant que
ceta vienne timiter te montant a percevoir en
provenance des caisses de t’Union, tes deux pays
ont opposé teur veto a t’une des dispositions (dite
« own-resources decision »), qui est nécessaire
pour t’approbation du budget sur 7 ans et du fonds
de retance de t’UE.

C’est un pari risqué pour ta Potogne et ta Hongrie,
dans ta mesure ou te fonds de cohésion de t’UE a

financé ta majeure partie de teurs investissements
pubtics sur ta période 2015-2017 (a hauteur de ptus
de trois cinquieémes pour ta Potogne, et de ptus de 55
% pour ta Hongrie). Quoi qu’it en soit, te chantage
exercé par tes deux pays a créé une impasse, qui
atimente certaines tensions potitiques a t’approche
du sommet de cette semaine, au cours duquet devra
par aitteurs étre approuvé un nouvet objectif de
réduction des émissions de 55 % d’ici 2030.

Le sommet intervient au moment méme ou tes
bienfaits du fonds de retance deviennent évidents.
L’UE a vendu sa nouvette obtigation a dix ans a un
rendement de -0,24 %. L’ltatie vend ses obtigations
souveraines a un rendement de 0,76 %. Et ces
émissions d’obtigations ont été nettement
sursouscrites.

Par aitteurs, compte tenu des obtigations de
reconstruction, ta mutuatisation de ta dette
s’oriente vers ta création d’un actif européen sir, via
t’émission d’une dette commune. Ceci étabtit
égatement tes rudiments d’un cadre décisionnet
pour une potitique budgétaire au niveau européen.
La confiance des marchés en t’UE a naturettement
augmente.

Aspect ptus subtite, t’action budgétaire concertée
dans te cadre du ptan Next Generation EU vient
tégitimer tes mesures décisives prises par ta Banque
centrate européenne (sous ta forme d’achats
d’actifs), produisant de fait une coordination de ta
potitique monétaire en réponse a ta crise du COVID-
19.

Ceux qui envisagent de céder face ata Hongrie et ata
Potogne se focatisent sur tes progrés accomptis dans
taréduction de t’écart entre tes taux d’intérét payés
par tes Etats membres du sud et ceux du nord. Its
considérent que ce nouvet atighement potitique -
engendré par te ptan Next Generation EU - ne devrait
pas étre mis a mat pour te bieni de ta conditionnatité
de {’Etat de droit. En particutier du point de vue des
Etats membres du sud, et a t’heure ou une terribte
deuxiéme vague de COVID-19 pése sur t’Europe,
renoncer a cette disposition de conditionnatité
apparait comme ta moins mauvaise des options.

Or, te fait de céder au chantage viendrait
sérieusement mettre a mat ta crédibitité de ’UE, et
affaibtirait ta confiance accrue des marchés
financiers mondiaux quant a son futur et a cetui de
t’euro. Ceta ouvrirait ta porte a d’autres vetos
régressifs contre des mesures nécessaires au
renforcement du modeéete démocratique de t’UE,
ainsi qu’a t’accomptissement de ta neutratité
carbone d’ici 2050. Le fort appétit des marchés
financiers pour tes obtigations vertes émises par t’UE
diminuerait - étevant ainsi tes colits d’emprunt - et
tes achats d’actifs par ta BCE pourraient égatement
subir des dommages cottatéraux.

Lors du sommet du Conseit européen de cette
semaine, it est essentiet que tes dirigeants tuttent
pour t’avenir financier de t’UE, ta Pacte vert, ta
sotidarité entre nos peuptes, et te choix
démocratique. A t’heure ou nous écrivons ces tignes,
it se murmure qu’uf compromis aurait été trouvé
avec ta Hongrie et ta Potogne. Si tet est te cas, ce
compromis ne doit en aucun cas trahir ta promesse
formutée en juittet tors de ta création du fonds de
retance. En effet, te moyen te ptus siir de saboter ta
confiance effervescente des marchés financiers
dans t’UE et ses finances consisterait a
compromettre ces vateurs et conditions qui sous-
tendent ce sentiment des marchés.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org
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By E. J. Nathamef Daygbor

ive of the 15 counties

of Liberia have fatten

to the main
opposition Cottaborating
Potiticat Parties in the just-
ended December 08, 2020
Speciat Senatoriat etection.

The counties inctude;
Montserrado County with
Senator Darious Ditton
retaining his seat; in Grand
Bassa County, Liberty Party
Standard Bearer, Senator
Nyonbtee Karnga Lawrence is
edging out former Foreign
Affairs Minister
Gbehnzohngar Findtey; CPP
candidate in Grand Cape
County Simeon Taytor
skittfutty beat incumbent
Victor Watson of the ruting
CDC, white in Bong County,
Deputy Speaker Prince Moye
potiticatty ousts incumbent
Senator Henry Yattah and Lofa
County where Liberia’s
tongest served Defense
Minister Brownie Samukai
democraticatty unseat
incumbent Senator George
Tengbeh who atso contested
on the CDC’s ticket.

The ruting party managed
to retain Marytand County
through James Biney of the
Nationat Patriotic Party and
Sinoe County with incumbent
Cttr. Augustine Chea retaining
his seat.

Atready, of the 14 senators
that sought reetection, three
thus far have retained their

respective seat; they are
Senators Ditton, Karnga
Lawrence and Cttr. Chea.

The resutts are seen as a big
btow to President George Weah's
ruting Congress for Democratic
Change. The Etections
Commission on Thursday
announced pretiminary resutts
from eight counties.

Speaking at a press
conference, chairperson of the
Nationat Etections Commission
(NEC), Davidetta Browne

Lansanah, said “The Liberian
peopte can be rest assured
that the Commission witt
accuratety announce the
resutts of the etection as
expressed by the peopte
through the battot box.”

The speciat senatoriat
etections are seen as a test of
support for Weah, a former
footbatt icon who has faced
criticism as president over
persisting economic
probtems.

The opposition is atso
teading in the country's
targest county, Montserrado,

which is home to the capitat
Monrovia, as wett as most of
the voters in the nation.

Tuesday’s etection s
regarded to have been
peacefut in most parts of the
country as 2.2 mittion
registered voters went to the
potts to etect 15 senators.

The etections occurred
atongside a referendum on

reducing presidentiat terms and
attowing duat nationatity.

Betow are pretiminary
resutts from the counties:

m

Abraham D. Ditton
69.38%

m

J. Emmanuet Nuquay -PUP-
57.59%

i11]

Nyonbtee Karnga Lawrence -
CPP-42.01%

m

Jeremiah Koung -MDR/CDC-
35.99%

i1}

Geevon Wettington Smith-
Independent- 23.45%

m

Augustine S. Cheah -CDC-
44.42

-CPP-

Z. Emmanuet Pennue -CDC-
39.41%

mn

Boychartes J. Sogbie -CPP-
33.59%

m

James P. Biney -CDC- 39.44%

L

Nathaniet N. Bahway -LINU-
22.22%

Starts from back page

However, he said the
Etection Magistrate in the
county didn't accorded them
any redress and went ahead
to break seats on the battot
boxes, carrying on finat
counting and taiting of battot
papers without a singte
representative from each of
them as aggrieved party that
has fited a format comptaint
except a representative of
CDC candidate James Biney,
who was present.

He noted that such action
from the Etection Magistrate
is a abuse of power and trust
reposed on NEC by the
peopte, stressing that the
Commission is the body that
shoutd bring on the tabte the
highest degree credibitity,
neutratity, integrity and
honorabitity to portray the
true aspirations of voters.

Battout added that it's
what democracy catts for, and
they as aggrieved candidates,
want that to be done.

"So today we att have been
informed about what is going
on in the entire county and
country about etections and
what we have said yesterday,
and we want to reiterate that
we have comptained, taken
the advantage of the tegat

process that is contained in our
Constitution's and Etectorat
System; we have comptained to
NEC and of course, the same
comptaint continue to happen.

We asked NEC for redress and
on the same breath that we
have asked NEC for redress, the
Magistrate who has just being
assigned in the County a day
prior to the conduct of the
Etection, upon receipt of our
comptaint, said he disagreed
with att ctaims of etection fraud
without any investigation of the
matter”, he said.

Battot continued, "Today we
have moved one step further in
engaging other partners in
seeking attention of the pubtic
about attitude of the Magistrate
during and after the just ended
December 8 Etection. As we
speak, two of our members of
this group, Senator H. Dan
Morias who has eartier written
NEC, has been invited to NEC for
investigation”, he added.

"We are going there to make
one thing ctear, we are going to
take advantage of what is
before us and at the sametime
mention the tack of trust and
confidence in the system and
Leadership of NEC Magistrate in
the County"”, he conctuded.

Dr. Wottor E. Topor of the
aggrieved candidates

mentioned that though they
are being seem as enemies of
the State, their objective of
coming together is to engage
the Nationat Etections
Commission in order for
justice to be served.

Dr. Topor continued that
since the pretiminary resutts
were announced, citizens of
the county have been feeting
bad and downhearted
because they know that the
resutts weren't the way they
expected due to their votes
cast.

"Look, can you imagine
some boxes are stitt out and
Etection Magistrate began
counting battots at his officed'
He asked.

Wittiam Phitip Anderson, an
independent candidate and
member of aggrieved
candidates said, the Nationat
Etections Commission has
attegedty conducted a
fraudutent etection based on
the resutts and evidence
gathered, arguing

that in as much as the
Nationat Etections
Commission Magistrate witt
carry out counting and
tattying without informing the
senatoriat candidates despite
their comptaint fitted, it has
justified his incredibitity and
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unfairness.

"We want justice and
fairness in this Country and
that can be done if we as
citizens stand strong in making
sure that things are done
property."

CPP candidate Eric Wtea
Giko, said in as much as they
have agreed to come together
in order to coexist for one

purpose, it tetts the
seriousness of the matter in
question.

"Let me say, we witt accept
the resutts if provided the
tegat process is done but as
tong we are seeking the tegat
and togicat conctusion and we
are not accorded proper
redress, it is difficutt to
understand the fairness that
was done."

For his part, incumbent
Senator H. Dan Morias tauded
the group members and
stressed that those who may
see their actions as tosers and
tazy need to be aware that
they are not fighting a tazy and
tosing battte.

"We have att evidence of

some depticated cards in our
possession that were
distributed by some individuats
of the CDC candidate to kids
that haven't reached voting
ages; we atso noticed during the
voting date, NEC Potting Staff
were caught and detained by
the Liberia Nationat Potice for
issuing three battot papers to an
individuat to vote in East
Harper; we atso noticed NEC
Potting Staff tetting citizens to
vote Number three that which is
CDC candidate; we atso noticed
that resutts were missed
catcutated, others were
catcutated in CDC candidate’s
favor, among others", he
exptained.

The six aggrieved candidates
however catted on their
supporters to remain catm as
they engage government to
prevait on NEC to hatt the
pretiminary resutts in Marytand,
pending futt investigation.

The NEC magistrate in
Marytand was not accessibte for
comment on these attegations.
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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GPP sends 2023 message (pt1of 3)

By Othetto B. Garbtah

rogressive reports

from the just ended

December 8, 2020
Senatoriat by-etections
appear to be showing a
potiticat tsunami by the
opposition with 12 of the 15
seats being contested for so
far fatting to the opposition.

If the resutts stay as they
are, this coutd be a ctear 2023
message to the ruting
Coatition for Democratic
Change (CDC), which onty
have a cteared tead in three
of the counties so far.

The resutts at this stage
atso show a totat disapprovat
of the Weah ted regime

Senator Darius Dillon

LIBERTY PARTY

Nationat Congress (ANC) headed
by Cummings is said to be ahead
7 counties.

The CPP so far is the
projected winner in 6 of the 7
counties white one is stitt ctose
to catt. The sixcounties are
Montserrado, where incumbent
Senator Darius Ditton is set to
retain his seat; Lofa, where
former Defense Minister J.
Brownie Samukai is set to be
ushered in as the new senator;
Grand Bassa, incumbent
Senator Nyonbtee Karnga
Lawrence is atso set to retain
her seat; Grand Capemount,
Simeon Boima Taytor is set to be
the new Senator; Bong County,
Deputy House Speaker Prince

opposmon candidates, three
are in the hands of
independent candidates-in
Rivercess, independent
candidate Abraham Geevon
Smith is ahead, fottowed by
Bomi County where a UP
candidate Edwin Snowe, who
is running as an independent
candidate is set to cross over
to the Senate from the House
of Representative and
Gbarpotu, where an
independent femate
candidate BotoeKanneh is set
to win, atthough a runoff is
expected in two towns where
youth took away the battot
boxes on etection day.

In MargibiCounty, the

poticies with voters
demonstrating same at the
battot boxes. It coutd atso
mean that the opposition
Cottaborating Potiticat Parties
(CPP) are said to be gaining
grounds ahead of 2023 as per
the resutts.

The CPP currentty being
chaired by former Coca Cota
Executive Atexander B.
Cummings, which comprises
the Liberty Party (LP) of tate
Cttr. Chartes W. Brumskine,
the Att Liberian Party (ALP) of
businessman Benoni Urey, the
Unity Party (UP) of former
President Etten Johnson-
Sirteaf and the Atternative

Moye is set to cross over to the
Senate in January and Rivergee
where former soccer star
Jonathan Sengbe, poputarty
known as Boy Chartes is set to be
the new Senator in January.

Nimba County is stitt ctose to
catt as CPP’s Edith Gongtoe-Weh
and MDR (Movement for
Democracy and Reconstruction-
founded by Senator Prince
Johnson) Jeremiah K. Koung are
said to be running neck to neck.
The county stitt has a pending
runoff in two centers where
voting did not take ptace on
Etection Day.

Of the remaining 5 of the 12
seats being headed by

=

CPP Chair, Alexander B. Cummings

Peopte’s Unification Party
(PUP) candidate former House
Speaker Emmanuet Nuquay is
set to win the seat, white in
Grand Kru County, the
Liberian Nationat Union
(LINU), Nathaniet N. Bahway
is set to dethrone the CDC’s
Senator Peter Coteman who
currentty sits third in the
race.

The George Weah’sruting
CDC, according to the
progressive provisionat resutts
teads in onty three of the 15
counties-Grand Gedeh, Sinoe
and Marytand Counties. (To
be continued).

disciptine can be effective is
having the rute of taw that we
have somewhere that peopte
can go and be abte to argue,
took at it and be abte to move
forward,” he says.

At the ctose of the workshop,
Gen. Johnson presented
ptaques and gotden coins to
representatives from the
Ministry of Justice, Liberia
Nationat Bar Association, the
Independent Human Rights
Commission and Governance
Reform Commission,
expressing the mititary’s
gratitude for their support.
Eartier, Deputy Defense
Minister for Administration
Otandrus Dickson indicated the
ministry’s commitment in
ensuring that att necessary
tegat structures, tegat
framework under which the
AFL witt operate are in ptace
and that officers are regutated
appropriatety to conform to

Cont’d from page 6

tocat and internationat human
rights requirements.

For his part, Atty. Emmanuet B.
Yates, Director of Legat Affairs
at the Ministry of Defense and
the AFL, presenting the draft
Court Martiat Regutation, notes
that the AFL Judge Advocate
Generat Department is the tegat
arm of the new AFL which was
estabtished in 2010 as Legat
Section.

He recatts that the section
commenced with few parategat
trained in mititary justice in the
US and Europe, adding that the
strength increased to 17
parategat comprising four
officers and 13 entisted
performing the task of tegat
officers at various command.

He adds that before now, the
AFL didA’t have adequate
manpower to futty
operationatize the Uniform
Code of Mititary Justice since it
was passed into taw in 2017.

systematic human rights
viotations perpetrated by
those sanctioned today. Gtobat
Britain witt stand up for
democracy, human rights and
the rute of taw as a force for
good in the wortd.”

Cont’d from page 7

Undertining the UK’s position
as a gtobat force for good, this
regime showcases commitment
to the rutes-based internationat
system and to standing up for
victims of human rights
viotations and abuses around

the Supreme Court of Liberia,
stressing that there is no need
to undercut resutts of the
etections.

Our source said the
situation has intensified with
protesters threatening to burn
the NEC tocat office if the
resutts were wreck in favor of
Senator Peter Coteman of the
CDC.

NEC officiat resutts from
Grand Kru County as of
Saturday, December 12, 2020,

Starts from back page

put Mr. Nathaniet N. Bahway as
receiving a totat vote of 22.22%.
Mr. Btama said that his party witt
not take tightty any attempt by
anyone to hijack the resutt of
that county.

Meanwhite, when this paper
contacted the commission via
mobite phone, NEC authorities
promised to verify the

information in the soonest
possibte time. -Editing by
Jonathan Browne

Cont’d from page 6

addressed, they added.

They atso caution Liberians
saying “as the tattying process
by the NEC continues, we
underscore the importance
that att potiticat parties,
teaders and supporters, as
wett as candidates, respect
this process and wait
patientty untit the tattying is
compteted and the resutts are
officiatty announced.”

The diptomats reminded
Liberians of the commitments
made by stakehotders in the
Code of Conduct to ensure a
peacefut and transparent
etectorat process and catton att
potiticat parties, teaders,
candidates and media actors to
renounce the use of inciting
tanguage and premature
dectarations of victory.

“We atso catt on potiticat

Advertise with us!

teaders and candidates to
pursue any disputes through
peacefut means and diatogue
inaccordance with the taw.

Internationat partners
continue to fottow ctosety the
etectorat process.

We are confident in the
strong commitment of the
peopte of Liberia to
democracy, peace and
stabitity, and remain futty
resotute to continuing our
support to Liberians in their
devetopment and
peacebuitding efforts,” the
statement conctuded.
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By E. J. Nathaniet Daygbor

ngry protesters have
reportedty besieged
the magistrate

office of the Nationat
Etections Commission in
Barctayvitte, Grand Kru
County, catting for
unconditionat retease of
actuat resutts from votes
counted from the December

8, 2020,
etection.

According to report, protest
broke up after rumor circutated
earty Sunday, 13 December in
the county that the ruting
Coatition for Democratic
Change s attegedty
contemptating to reverse votes
in favor of its candidate,
incumbent Senator Dr. Peter

Speciat Senatoriat

Coteman.

A credibte source in
Barctayvitte ctaimed members
of the opposition, inctuding
Independent candidates have
joined forces in catting for the
unconditionat retease of the
pott resutts.

Video fotage from the
scene is atarming, with just
four officers of the Liberia
Nationat Potice present, white
the buitding hosting the NEC
magistrate was surrounded by
protesters.

Ilnh a tetephone
conversation with this paper,
the potiticat teader of the
Liberia Nationat Union (LINU)
former Executive Director of
the Environmentat Protection
Agency, Nathaniet T. Btama,
said there were consuttative
ptans by the CDC to reverse
votes in favor of its
presumptive winner Nathaniet
N. Bahway.

Btama stated that LINU witt
resist any attempt by the CDC
to reverse votes in favor of its
candidate even at the tevet of
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6 candidates Cry foul in Maryland cnuntv

By Patrick N. Mensah,
Marytand County

ix candidates from

the senatoriat race in

Marytand Country
have fited a comptaint to the
Nationat Etections
Commission, atteging the pott
was marred by fraud.

The comptainants are
incumbent Senator H. Dan
Morias, an Independent
Candidate; Eric Wtea Giko of
the Cottaborating Potiticat
Party (CPP), John A. Battout, a

T
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Independent Candidate; Dr.
Wottor Topor, Rainbow Alhance,
Richard Emmanuet Witbert
Yancy, Independent Candidate,
and Wittiam Phitip Anderson,
Independent Candidate,
respectivety.

Speaking to this paper Friday,
December 11, 2020,
spokesperson for the group of
candidates, John A. Battout
commended citizens for being
peacefut during the pott.

He noted that as aggrieve
candidates, they have met and
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discussed the atteged etectorat
matpractice and addressed
tocat media in Harper District,
Marytand County.

Mr. Battout, a former senator
and chairperson for the
aggrieve candidates noted that
during their first meeting, they
wrote a format comptaint to the
Nationat Etections Commission
office in Marytand County,
outtining atteged fraud and
other irregutarities observed
during the pott.
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