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enyan scientists
have raised an alarm
on a coronavirus

variant they say differs from
the one spreading in South
Africaand Britain.

About 10 investigators
from the Kenya Medical
Research Institute, or KEMRI,
discovered the mutation of
the virus responsible for the
COVID-19 disease.

Charles Agoti, a principal
investigator and researcher,
says that the variant unique
to Kenya was detected in a
batch of samples taken from
Taita Taveta county, located
in the southeastern part of
the country.

“Our interpretation is that
because in this one place in
Kenya we were seeing, it
represents the majority of the
sequenced samples; it does
imply that actually, it could if
it has intrinsic properties, be
more transmissible,” Agoti
said. "It could result in an
increase in the number of
cases locally.”

Between June and October
of last year, KEMRI sequenced
around 205 genomes in the
coastal region and further
identified around 16
circulating mutations all of
which have so far have proven
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harmless.

Agoti says that the variant
will not at this stage have an
impact on the effectiveness of
new coronavirus vaccines. “I
think it’s unlikely this is just only
one change in the about 1,200
amino acids-long spike protein,
so still there are very many
other bits of the virus which the
current vaccines target and can
be able to neutralize the virus
effectively,” Agoti said.

According to the World

Health Organization, these
variants of concern which are
on the rise in 47 countries in
Africa may impact a person’s
immune response and need to
be investigated further.

Rudi Eggers is the WHO
representative in Kenya.
Eggers says that the mutations
are a cause of concern
worldwide.

“So, the vaccines as far as
we can say will still be
effective as far as we can

~ Passengers wearmg full personal protective gears get off Y,
a plane at Jomo Kenyatta Internatronal Airport in Nairobi *

Egynt woman arrestell for
baking ‘indecent’ cakes

woman in Egypt was
briefly detained
after being accused

of baking "indecent" cakes,
local media say.

The cakes, topped with
genitalia and underwear
fashioned out of fondant
icing, were eaten at a
birthday party at an exclusive

Cairo sports club.

After photographs went
viral, the baker was arrested
and later released on $319
(E234) bail. She is said to have
denied making the sexually
suggestiveicing.

A top religious body warned
that such baked goods were
forbidden by Islam.

The baker has reportedly denie
making the sexually suggestive icing
|

Dar al-Ifta wrote on
Facebook that products
featuring sexual
representations were "an
assault on the value system
and a crude abuse of society".

Several women who
attended the birthday party
are also reportedly being
investigated, while the
ministry of youth and sports is
looking into the involvement
of the club that hosted the
private gathering.Human
rights lawyer Negad El Borai
tweeted that the incident
confirmed "there is a segment
of society, with support of the
state, that wants to eliminate
any space for personal
freedom in Egypt under the
pretext of safeguarding
Egyptian family values”.

He drew parallels with the
cases of several young
Egyptian women accused of
morality-related offences in
connection with videos
posted on TikTok and other
social media platforms.Last
Tuesday, an appeals court
overturned the two-year

notice at the moment, but this
is very early days, and we will
have to do more research on
that, but early indications
deem that the vaccines that
are generally available against
this virus are still holding and
still are protective; but it’s
possible that actually there
will be a decrease in the
efficacy of the vaccine,”
Eggers said.

Brazil, the World Health
Organization noted, is one of
the countries where a new
variant has also been found.

Experts at Duke
University’s Global Health
Innovation Center say they
fear that the world may need
to roll out second generation
vaccines even before first
generation vaccines have been
fully introduced. Andrea

Taylor is the assistant director
at the North Carolina-based

I(envan scientists discover
new Goronavirus mutation

center.

“So, the current slate of
COVID vaccines work by
targeting the spike protein,
however the Brazil strain for
example, changes the shape of
that protein and our current
vaccines may not be as
effective against this or future
mutations,” Taylor said. "Unless
we can control spread
everywhere, we could find
ourselves in the position of
needing second generation
vaccines before we have even
rolled out the first generation.”

According to the latest data
from the John Hopkins
University, Africa has around
three million reported
coronavirus cases, with a
fatality count of 76,000.

Johns Hopkins also says more
99,000 Kenyans are infected
and 1,700 people have died.
VOA

15-day lockdown to Slow virus

wanda has imposed a

15-day lock down on

its capital, Kigali, as
the country battles a second
wave of coronavirus cases that
has resulted in
"unprecedented deaths and
transmission rates”.

This is the capital's second
lockdown since the outbreak
of the pandemic.

The government had in
March enacted a countrywide
lockdown that lasted 45 days.

In a statement on Monday
night , the government said all
movements outside homes in
the capital will require an
approved permit from the
police, except for essential
service providers.

Travel between Kigali and
other provinces and districts
will not be permitted, except
for essential services and
tourism. Tourists must have
Covid-19 negative
certificates.

Public transport is also
prohibited and all employees
in public and private sector

shall work from home except
for those providing essential
services.

Places of worship and
learning institutions will also
be closed.

The government has also
increased the hours of a
nationwide night-time curfew
which will now start at 18:00
local time to 04:00.

Coronavirus cases are on
the rise in the country.
Officials said 61% of the new
cases since the new year were
recorded in Kigali.

The country has so far
confirmed 11,259 cases and
146 deaths, according to a
tally by the Johns Hopkins
university. BBC

prison sentences handed to
two influencers Haneen
Hossam, 20, and Mawada al-
Adham, 22 who were
convicted in July of
"undermining family values
and principles” and publishing
"indecent” photos and videos.
But days later it emerged
that the public prosecutor had
ordered the women's

continued detention pending an
investigation on human
trafficking charges. The
prosecutor alleged that they
had exploited teenage girls by
encouraging them to post
similar videos to theirs.

A lawyer for the women said
they would appeal against the
move. BBC
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No Time to Spare for

Govt. should pay!
pnoll workers!

IT IS SADDEN, disgraceful and very embarrassing that poll I
workers hired by the National Elections Commission for the I
December 8, 2020 special senatorial election and national

referendum are crying and protesting for stipend owed them I
over a month since the polls were conducted across the country. I
We just can't comprehend that the Ministry of Finance and

Development Planning would delay in providing money to the I
NEC to pay stipends such as US$50, USS$75 or US$100 to poll I
workers who served under very strenuous circumstances during

the poll. I

ON THE EVE of the election in December 2020 we vividly I
recalled that polling staff across Montserrado County demanded

stipend before being deployed. The ugly situation they tried to I
avoid has now caught up with them: The elections are over but I
pay cannot come. When will they receive it? Only heaven knows. I

NEC CHAIRPERSON DAVIDETTA Browne-Lansanah last week
appealed to protesting polling staffto exercise patience as the
Commission continues to engage the Ministry of Finance and I
Development Planning to make funds available to complete I
payment for all poll workers throughout the country. I

MADAM BROWNE-LANSANAH SAID Thursday, 14 January the I
Commission, through its Finance Section is in daily discussion I
with the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning to

quickly disburse remaining Five Million United States dollars I
(USS5 Million) to clear all debts it owns not only poll workers, but I
venders who also rendered electoral related services, including

car rentals, printing, and the media. I

BUT CHAIRPERSON BROWNE-LANSANAH should have known I
ever since that when she sliced her US$17 million budget for the I
2020 special senatorial elections and the National Referendum I
by US$4million, she was already running into trouble such as the

one before the doorstep of the Commission, for none of her I
predecessors had conducted nationwide election on a meager I
budget of US$13 million. I

WE BELIEVE HER decision to have accepted to operate on such a I
low budget for the senatorial election, national referendum and I
two by-elections for the House of Representatives was a very big
mistake that she might be difficult, if not impossible, to correct
under this administration. I

MADAM BROWNE-LANSANAH WOULD face a serious task in I
convincing both lawmakers at the Capitol and the Ministry of I
Finance and Development Planning to have an operational
budget above US$17 million for future election. She brought the I
bar very low for an important national endeavor that has left the I
Commission walloping in debts and strangulated.

Apart from donor's support, we stand to be corrected, but the I
Government of Liberia's contribution to the December 8, 2020
senatorial election did not pass USS$5 million. We Liberians, I
including government always want others to do for us what
ought to do for ourselves, as a nation.

THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT is faced with shortage of cash in I
banks, crucial issue like election should not be taken lightly. It
requires adequate planning and funding to make outcomes I
successful, including payment to polling staff and vendors.

THE MINISTRY OF Finance and Development Planning should I
exert all efforts in providing money for the National Elections
Commission to enable the electoral house meets its financial
obligations to vendors, media houses and polling staff for
services rendered during the election.
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By Mary Robinson

In the five years since the world came together to conclude the Paris climate agreement, the
geopolitical environment has changed profoundly, and the disastrous effects of global warming
have become increasingly evident. Having squandered past opportunities and shirked previous
commitments, we now must start making up for lost time.

UBLIN - COVID-19 turned the world
upside down in 2020. But it has also
shown us that when there is a
political consensus for action, human
ingenuity and innovation can be deployed

at the scale and speed needed to meet
global challenges.

With unprecedented speed, we have
developed, tested, and begun to deploy
multiple effective vaccines for COVID-19.
Now we must bring the same resolve to bear
on fighting the other great existential
threat to humanity: climate change. As
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres put it last month, “our future
security and prosperity depend on bold
climate action.”

And yet, even at the most recent Climate
Ambition Summit on December 12, many
leaders’ commitments still fell far short of
what is needed to meet this collective
challenge. To be sure, the European Union,
the United Kingdom, and even some of the
smaller countries that are most vulnerable
to climate change have significantly
strengthened their 2030 emissions-
reduction targets. But the United States,
Japan, China, and other major greenhouse-
gas emitters still need to follow suit,
preferably well ahead of the UN Climate
Conference (COP26) in Glasgow this coming
November. Given the crisis we face, there
are no more excuses for delay or
prevarication.

Five years ago, after long and painstaking
negotiations, the world came together to
conclude the Paris climate agreement. This
was one of the greatest triumphs of
multilateral diplomacy in recent years, but
it must not be taken for granted. Without an
even greater commitment to action, the
legacy of Paris risks being squandered
altogether.

The events of the intervening half-decade
have created a geopolitical landscape that
would be unrecognizable to those who
gathered in Paris. Back then, words like
“coronavirus” or “Brexit” would have
elicited little more than a puzzled shrug;
now they command the fevered attention
of policymakers and heads of state and
government around the world.

But we cannot allow these developments to
obscure the continuing and increasingly
acute need for climate action, especially
climate finance. Over a decade ago, the
world’s richest countries pledged to
mobilize $100 billion per year by 2020 to
assist poorer countries with climate
adaptation and mitigation efforts. That
deadline has now passed, and these

countries have yet to fulfill their promise.

Still, there is hope. | am delighted that US
President-elect Joe Biden has reaffirmed his
commitment to rejoin the Paris agreement
immediately upon taking office. American
leadership is sorely needed after the four
wasted years of unnecessary destruction
under Donald Trump. A $2 billion payment to
the Green Climate Fund by the US to help
meet its part of the $100 billion commitment
would be a concrete complement to rejoining
the Paris accord. This money was already
pledged during Barack Obama’s presidency,
so there is no excuse to keep it sitting in the
US Treasury’s coffers.

By the same token, other rich countries must
not use the renewed focus on the US as an
alibi for backpedaling on their own
commitments. German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s recent announcement that she will
initiate a new international process on
climate finance next year is a welcome
declaration of intent. But past experience
shows that we cannot count on lofty rhetoric.

Moreover, all countries in 2021 must give
clear proof that they are reviewing and
seeking to heighten the ambitions of their
nationally determined contributions, the
voluntary instrument through which
signatories will uphold their commitments
under the Paris agreement.

Solidarity and justice lie at the heart of both
the Paris accord and the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals, which were also adopted
in 2015. These principles, and the
responsibilities they entail, are more
important than ever as we chart a sustainable
recovery from the shock of COVID-19.

The blunt truth is that we have wasted too
much time in the five years since Paris. The
policies we need to cut emissions - including
an end to fossil-fuel subsidies, a meaningful
carbon price, and investment in renewable
energies - have been fitful, inconsistent, and
uncoordinated. But the climate crisis, like
COVID-19, observes no borders and is
indifferent to national sovereignty.

While attention has properly been focused on
the virus, the world has also witnessed ever
more extreme weather phenomena, from
wildfires in Australia and California to the
costliest storm on record in the Bay of
Bengal, which forced two million people to
evacuate their homes. We have all become
acutely and intimately aware of the fragility
of human existence and the extent to which,
across borders and generations, our fates are
interconnected.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org
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By Arvind Subramanian
& Josh Felman

The Year of the Renminhi?

After years of poor policy and political tumult in the United States, it is not
unreasonable to ask whether China's currency will soon be in a position to challenge
the greenback. While neither country has been doing itself any favors in the
currency pageant, it is worth remembering that history is not on America's side.

EW DELHI - When the billionaire investor Ray Dalio recently predicted that the Chinese

renminbi will become a global reserve currency, the world took notice. It’s a prediction

that the Chinese government has encouraged through its own efforts. The question now is
whether the coming “Year of the Ox” will bring the decisive shifts needed to position the RMB to
fulfill policymakers’ ambition.

Like a beauty pageant, the contest for reserve-currency status is one of relative attractiveness.
International traders and investors must decide which among the currencies available to them is
most convenient to use, is supported by the strongest financial system, and - perhaps most
important - enjoys the backing of a trustworthy sovereign. What is new today is that both of the
world’s major sovereigns also seem to be competing to reduce their own trustworthiness.

Relative attractiveness is difficult to quantify. But underlying this concept is one factor that can
be measured precisely: the size of the issuing country’s economy. As the economist Paul Krugman
explained in a 1984 paper, “the currency of a country which is important in world markets will be
a better candidate for an international money than that of a smaller country.” In other words, a
globally dominant economy is the “hardware” for an international reserve currency.

China, clearly, has the necessary hardware. It been the world’s largest trader since 2013, its
economy is now larger than that of the United States in purchasing power parity terms, and soon
it will pull ahead in terms of market exchange rates, too. For these reasons, one of us
(Subramanian) pointed out a decade ago that the renminbi would come to rival and eventually
eclipse the dollar.

Since then, China has made great progress in boosting the renminbi’s relative attractiveness. Its
economy has continued to grow much more rapidly than US GDP and emerged more resilient from
the COVID-19 crisis. Its central bank has started developing and testing a digital currency. And its
“Belt and Road” clients across the developing world are beginning to use the renminbi in their
growing trade and financial transactions with China.

But the dollar has proved stubbornly resistant. As Gita Gopinath, the International Monetary
Fund’s chief economist, and her colleagues have shown, an overwhelming preponderance of
trade continues to be invoiced in dollars, and the dollar still plays a prominent role in cross-
border funding as well.

A key reason for the dollar’s resilience vis-a-vis the renminbi is that America’s economic
hardware is complemented by powerful software: all of the intangible qualities that underpin
investor confidence - not least a strong banking system backed by a reliable sovereign. China still
has a long way to goin these areas.

To build trust in its financial system, China needs to shore up its highly leveraged, overextended
banks. After that, it should remove its capital controls and ensure greater transparency so that
investors can enter Chinese financial markets with confidence that they know what they are
buying. Chinese authorities then must commit to keeping capital controls lifted, so that investors
can be confident that they will always be able to move their money out of the country. None of
this can be accomplished quickly, and convincing investors that the changes are irreversible will
take even longer still.

Next comes the task of building confidence in the sovereign. China will need to convince other
countries that it is and will remain a reliable economic partner. This will require even more time
and effort, especially given that the Chinese government has been moving in the wrong
direction. China may have helped negotiate the recently agreed Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, but it has also used trade sanctions as a form of political punishment
against one of its main trading partners, Australia.

Moreover, China has been cracking down on free speech and democracy activists in Hong Kong,
with scant concern about the implications for the city’s standing as an international financial
center. It has also acted punitively against one of its leading financial-sector entrepreneurs,
Alibaba founder Jack Ma, while publicizing a new “dual-circulation” development strategy that
unmistakably signals an inward turn for economic policy.

To be sure, the US has raised questions about its own reliability as a financial partner, particularly
under President Donald Trump. For example, the Trump administration’s sanctions against Iran
prohibit US banks from dealing not only with that country directly, but also with any foreign
banks that operate there. As a result, other countries - including many US friends and allies - now
recognize how vulnerable they are to US unilateral action. While the dollar’s dominance provides
convenience, it now comes at a high potential cost - so high that Europe had to scramble to
create its own cross-border clearing mechanism for trade.

More recently, the Trump administration has again taken direct action against China, ordering
that US financial institutions and investors cut ties with certain state-run Chinese firms and that
three Chinese companies be delisted from the New York Stock Exchange. Chinese authorities
have since been planning a response to protect Chinese companies from the slings and arrows of
US financial dominance.

It is not clear which country has done more to undermine confidence in its own software, so one
should not confidently assume that the dollar’s reign is unshakeable. China could still win the
reserve-currency contest, either because the renminbi becomes more attractive, or simply
because the dollar has become less so.

Moreover, it is worth remembering that history is not on the dollar’s side. The late MIT economic
historian Charles P. Kindleberger famously predicted that “the dollar will end up on history’s ash
heap, along with sterling, the guilder, florin, ducat, and if you chose to go way back, the
Levantine bezant.”

It is an open question whether any decisive transition from the dollar to the renminbi will begin
this year. But when it comes to the long term, China’s rulers are confident in their currency’s
prospects. They already seem convinced that their hardware will prove attractive, regardless of
the shortcomings of their software. The not-so-subtle message to the world is that, regardless of
what China does, the renminbi will rule.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020._ www.project-syndicate.org
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By Jayati Ghosh

Four Ways Biden Gan
Boost the Glohal Economy

The US is nowhere near as economically dominant as it was even a decade
ago. Yet President-elect Joe Biden can take several relatively simple steps
that would have far-reaching benefits for the US economy, the American
people, and the rest of the world.

EW DELHI - On January 6, when a mob of US President Donald Trump’s supporters

breached the Capitol with shocking ease, the world’s already-low expectations

of the United States plummeted. And yet, when it comes to the global economy,
there are immediate steps President-elect Joe Biden can take to boost the world’s - and
especially developing economies’ - prospects.

To be sure, the limits of US global leadership are significant. After Trump’s presidency,
even America’s closest allies harbor serious doubts about its reliability and values, and
about the effectiveness of its government. The Trump administration’s botched COVID-
19 response, including an inept vaccine rollout, reinforced the perception of national
derangement. The Capitol insurrection - which Trump incited, with the goal of
disrupting Congress’s certification of Biden’s electoral victory - drove it home.

Even on the economic front, the US is nowhere near as dominant as it was a decade ago,
let alone a generation ago. Add to that a razor-thin Democratic majority in the US
Senate, and the Biden administration’s ability to implement economic policies that
reverberate positively worldwide would seem to be limited.

Itis not. Biden does not need congressional approval to implement measures that would
have far-reaching benefits for Americans and the rest of the world.

The first is to drop all objections to a World Trade Organization proposal to waive
temporarily certain intellectual-property obligations in response to COVID-19. The
proposal - introduced by India and South Africa, and cosponsored by other developing
countries - aims to remove barriers to timely access to affordable medical products
related to the “prevention, containment, or treatment” of COVID-19.

This is in line with WTO rules: the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual-Property Rights
(TRIPS) agreement allows for compulsory licensing. Moreover, the WTO specifies public-
health emergencies as adequate cause under TRIPS to issue compulsory licenses that
would allow more companies to produce essential drugs. It is difficult to imagine a more
appropriate situation in which to apply this provision.

A lower price for COVID-19 vaccines and drugs would benefit everyone, including the
advanced economies, whose public budgets are under significant strain. And yet the US
has led the advanced economies in blocking the proposal. This benefits only one group:
multinational pharmaceutical companies.

This isn’t a matter of ensuring that these companies recoup their costs. The COVID-19
vaccines have been developed on the back of public research and were funded almost
completely by public budgets. Even with the temporary suspension of intellectual-
property rights, the companies that developed them will profit handsomely.

Allowing these companies to retain patent monopolies on COVID-19 vaccines would
prolong the pandemic for everyone - adversely affecting public health and the economy
- for the sake of letting a few huge companies line their pockets. If, however, the Biden
administration leads the advanced economies in supporting the temporary suspension,
countless lives would be saved, and the global economic recovery would accelerate.

Likewise, the Biden administration does not need congressional approval to allow the
International Monetary Fund to provide a new allocation of Special Drawing Rights to all
its member countries. The US blocked the IMF’s request for such an allocation - worth
$500 billion - last April. (India also blocked the request, but if the US withdraws its
objection, India is unlikely to resist. In any case, India has little voting power.)

At this point, however, a $500 billion allocation is nowhere near enough; a $2 trillion
allocation would be far more effective in bolstering the ailing global economy.
Nonetheless, even an initial $500 billion worth of SDRs would provide short-term relief
to awide range of developing economies, especially those with heavy debt burdens.

Athird priority for the Biden administration should be to cooperate with other countries
to create an effective global system for taxing multinationals’ profits. As the
Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation has shown,
this would not be difficult to do. The first step would be to set a minimum effective
corporate tax rate of 25% worldwide.

The share of a company’s profits taxed in a particular country would be determined
according to a formula that included sales, employment, users (for digital companies),
and capital. That way, multinationals could no longer avoid taxes by artificially shifting
reported profits to lower-tax jurisdictions.

The Trump administration vehemently opposed action to tax multinationals fairly. For
example, when France decided to tax the revenue of US digital giants like Facebook,
Apple, and Google, it imposed retaliatory tariffs, claiming that the tax discriminated
against US companies. The Biden administration should take the opposite approach,
working with other countries to ensure a victory for governments and people
worldwide.

By recommitting to the Paris agreement, Biden will accelerate global progress on
climate change and provide additional support to post-pandemic economic recovery.
We can hope that his administration will quickly pluck the other low-hanging fruit as
well.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020._ www.project-syndicate.org
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ECOWAS holds 45th Ordinary Session of Mediation
and Security Council meeting virtually

he 45th Ordinary
Session of the
ECOWAS Mediation

and Security Council (MSC) at
the Ministerial level which
held virtually on the 19th of

January, 2021 ahead of the
ECOWAS Council of Ministers
meeting also scheduled to
hold virtually from the 20th to

Commission, Mr. Jean-Claude
Kassi Brou, stated that the
Memorandum on the regional
security situation being
presented, duly took stock of
the regional situation on the
ground.

He also restated the
commitment and determination
of the Commission to work
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the 21st January, 2021.

The ministers in charge of
Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Security of ECOWAS Member
States deliberated on the
security and political
situation in the region among
other matters.

Addressing the Ministers,
the president of the

towards achieving the
objectives of the Community in
the field of Democracy, Good
Governance and Security.

“l take this opportunity to
reiterate our firm
condemnation of th terrorist
acts in our region and to renew
our solidarity with all the
member countries affected by

this violence” President Brou
added.

Declaring the meeting
opened, Mrs. Shirley Ayokor
Botchwey, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Regional
Cooperation of the Republic
of Ghana and Chair, ECOWAS
Council of Ministers, urged
the Ministers and
Representatives of Member
States to conduct a thorough
consideration of the
recommendations from the
MSC at the Ambassadorial
level and the various
memoranda brought forward
for approval.

She said the MSC would
continue to focus attention on
implementing the ECOWAS
Action Plan against Terrorism
while redoubling the
collective efforts in honouring
the financial obligations made
towards the implementation
of the 2020-2024 Priority
Action Plan to combat
terrorismin West Africa.

A minute silence was also
held in memory Mr. Jerry John
Rawlings, former President of
the Republic of Ghana, M.
AmadouToumaniToure,
former President of Mali,
Mr.MoussaTraore, Former
President of Mali,
Mr.MamadouTandja, former
President of Niger and the late
Dr. Nelson Magbagbeola,
Secretary-General of the
ECOWAS Commission, who
have all lost their lives since
the last MSC meeting.

GENTAL to mentor investigative journalists

he Center for
Transparency and
Accountability in

Liberia (CENTAL) is set to roll
out an anti-corruption &
Investigative reporting
mentoring program as part of
its National Integrity Building
and Anti-Corruption (NIBA)
Program funded by the
Government and People of
Sweden through the Swedish
International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA).

The program has gotten
underway with the launch of
the recruitment exercise for
potential and interested
journalists.

The anti-corruption &
integrity-related
investigative reporting
program seeks to empower
journalists to investigate and
independently report on
corruption and integrity-
related issues in Liberia. The
program aims to build a

t & Tubman Boulevarg

Sinkor, MOHTOVIB‘ Liberia
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WWW.cental.org

network of journalists from
diverse backgrounds to actively
be involved with relevant
project activities as part of
broader partnership and
collaboration with the media in
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consolidating efforts against
corruption in the country.
Under its National Integrity
Building and Anti- Corruption
(NIBA) Program, CENTAL
intends to establish a network

arely a day after some

disbanded soldiers

threatened to set
banks on fire over pension -
related issues, the Ministry of
Defense yesterday called on
the group to publicly withdraw
its statement within 72 hours or
risk all necessary actions within
the ministry’s reach in dealing
with the threat.

“The ministry takes serious
exception to such statements
and calls on the group to
publicly withdraw said
statement within 72 hours or
the ministry will be left with no
alternative, but to take all
necessary actions within its
reach in dealing with the

the Armed Forces of Liberia
(AFL).

The ministry reiterated that
any attempt of arson on any of
the institutions named, the
leadership of said group will be
held liable, as it views such a
statement as terroristic.

It added that it will not
tolerate any mischievous acts
that have the propensity to
undermine the gains the Ministry
of National Defense has made in
unifying the veterans
community under the Bureau of
Veteran Affairs.

“The Ministry of National
Defense wants to be
emphatically clear that any
group of Liberians attempting to

threat,” the ministry said in a
statement yesterday.

The Ministry of Defense
noted that its attention had
been drawn to a threatening
statement issued on Monday,
18 January by a group calling

itself the “Executive
Committee of the
Unconstitutional Disbanded

Soldiers of the Armed Forces of
Liberia.”

In the statement issued by
the disbanded soldiers, the
Defense Ministry observed, the
group has threatened to burn
down ECOBANK, United Bank of
Africa (UBA) and SIB if they
dare open pensioner’s accounts
for the disbanded soldiers of

stall the ongoing account
opening process of members of
the former AFL at the Barclay
Training 