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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

igeria's President 
Muhammadu Buhari Nhas fired the heads 

of the country's armed forces 
whom he appointed when he 
first took office in 2015.

In a surprise move, he also 
tweeted the names of their 
replacements.

No reason was given for 
the resignations of the army, 
navy, air force and chief of 
defence staff heads.

It  comes as Nigeria 
continues to grapple with 

widespread insecurity including 
the long-running Boko Haram 
insurgency  and rampant  
kidnappings.

There have been calls, 
notably from the country's 
powerful governors and the 
National Assembly, for the 
president to replace the service 
chiefs as many felt they were 
underperforming.Mr Buhari, a 
former army general, was 
elected in 2015 on the promise 
of ending the insurgency in 

have also worsened and 
kidnapping gangs in the north-
west operate with almost a 
free hand.The outgoing 
military chiefs have served for 
about five years - making their 
tenure one of the longest since 
Nigeria returned to democracy 
in 1999.

They were initially praised 
for how they dealt the militant 
group Boko Haram and its 
splinter faction Iswap.

In 2015, the militants 
controlled vast swathes of 
territory and there were 
frequent suicide bombings. 
This is no longer the case, 
however the insurgents 
continue to carry out attacks 

N iger ia ' s  north-eastern  
region.However, Boko Haram 
continues to stage attacks 
despite the government 
saying on several occasions 
that Islamist militants have 
been defeated.

Other Islamist militant 
groups operating in the region 
have also become bolder.

U n d e r  M r  B u h a r i ' s  
leadership, clashes between 
farmers and cattle herders in 
the country's central region 

 Kenyan man has 
pleaded not guilty in Aa  U S  c o u r t  t o  

trafficking illegal ivory and 
rhino horn.

Mansur Mohamed Surur 

in which three of the four men 
allegedly discuss pricing and 
payment methods with a 
customer are cited in court 
documents. 

It is alleged that their 

network was based in Uganda 
but involved other countries - 
among them the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Guinea, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Senegal, 
and Tanzania. BBC

was part of an "international 
conspiracy" responsible for the 
slaughter of more than 100 
elephants and dozens of rhinos, 
federal prosecutors in New York 
say It allegedly amounts to an 

estimated $7.4m (£5.4m) 
amassed over seven years.

Some exports were hidden 
inside "pieces of art such as 
African masks and statues", 
c o u r t  d o c u m e n t s  
allege.Money was paid to and 
from foreign customers by 
"international wire transfers, 
some which were sent through 
US financial institutions", 
prosecutors say.

Mr Surur was arrested last 
year in the Kenyan city of 
Mombasa and extradited to 
the US to face trial in New 
York. He also faces charges of 
money laundering and drug 
dealing.He and three others - 
Amara Cherif from Guinea, 
Moazu Kromah of Liberia, and 
Abdi Hussein Ahmed of Kenya - 
are accused of agreeing illegal 
ivory sales with buyers in 
Manhattan, as well as others 
in south-east Asia.

They are all now in the US 
except Mr Ahmed who 
"remains a fugitive", the US 
Department of Justice says.

Phone calls and messages 

on both military and civilian 
targets - mostly ambushes.

The security chiefs have also 
faced a lot of criticism for the 
dramatic rise of criminal gangs 
who kidnap for ransom. In 
December more than 300 boys 
were taken from a school in the 
north before they were later 
released following negotiations 
with the abductors.

Nigerians, who see this move 
as long overdue, hope the new 
security chiefs will work to 
make the country safer, but 
analysts say more needs to be 
done to provide the military 
with the right equipment and 
funding before any tangible 
changes will be seen. BBC

unisian police have 
blocked the path of Th u n d r e d s  o f  

protesters who were trying to 
reach the parliament building 
in the capital, Tunis.

It is the latest in a series of 
demonstrations that have 
been fuelled by frustration at 
the lack of jobs and spiralling 

prices.
More than 1,000 young 

protesters had been arrested 
during the previous protests - 
a n d  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  
demonstrating on Tuesday 
were cal l ing for  their  
release.As the marchers 
gathered, inside parliament 
Pr ime Minister  Hichem 
Mechichi was trying to win 

approval for a major reshuffle 
of his cabinet.

I n  h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  
parliament’s opening session 
he warned that political 
stability was essential to end 
the current crisis facing the 
country.

Tunisia is in the midst of a 
severe economic downturn 

and its ailing public health 
sector is also under pressure 
from soaring numbers of 
Covid-19 infections.

The recent unrest began on 
the 10th anniversary of the 
Tunisian revolution, which 
ushered in democracy and 
triggered the Arab Spring 
uprisings across the region.

Nigeria's president fires 
armed forces chiefs

President Buhari (third from left) said he had accepted the 
military chiefs' "immediate resignation”

Kenyan charged in US 
over '$7m smuggling ring'

The illegal ivory was allegedly sold to customers 
in New York and south-east Asia

Tunisian protesters marching 
to parliament blocked
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EL AVIV – On December 11, then-President 
Donald Trump proclaimed that the United TStates would recognize Morocco’s 

sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara, 
an apparent reward for the country’s decision to 
establish diplomatic relations with Israel. The 
move was swiftly condemned as a blatant 
violation of diplomatic norms. But, with his 
facile approach to protracted conflicts, Trump 
inadvertently made an important point: the 
emperor – the prevailing diplomatic approach – 
has no clothes.

To be sure, Trump has himself stood naked on the 
world stage, as when he claimed to have 
reached a breakthrough with North Korea or 
touted his administration’s implausible Middle 
East “peace proposal.” But none of his 
predecessors – in the US or elsewhere – resolved 
these conflicts either, despite adhering to 
revered diplomatic norms.

Those norms are inextricably linked to the 
liberal world order that emerged after World 
War II. The “responsibility to protect” (R2P) 
doctrine – the world’s commitment, adopted 
unanimously by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 2005, to protect populations from 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and 
crimes against humanity – exemplifies this 
liberal diplomacy.

But, in the last couple of decades, it has been all 
downhill for this vision. In Libya – the first case 
where the UN Security Council authorized a 
military intervention based on R2P – UN envoys 
come and go, but the country’s future is decided 
by foreign powers acting unilaterally. And, with 
the Security Council deadlocked, R2P hasn’t 
been invoked to justify military intervention 
since, despite several notable mass atrocities 
perpetrated by people’s own governments.

The repeated failure of the UN’s collective 
security system can be partly attributed to the 
decline of the liberal world order itself. Long 
before Trump, America had become increasingly 
reluctant to act as the order’s guarantor (in 
Libya, President Barack Obama vowed that the 
US would “lead from behind”). Add to this 
Russia’s aggressive revisionism, China’s 
abandonment of its “peaceful rise,” and the 
European Union’s preoccupation with its own 
survival.

But many of the world’s biggest diplomatic 
challenges – from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
to the dispute over Western Sahara – predate 
these factors. Even at its peak, liberal 
diplomacy could not resolve them, not least 
because it too often treated statecraft as an 
expressive art, detached from an ever-changing 
reality.

Since then, the situation has changed 
drastically. Western Sahara is one of the most 
sparsely populated territories in the world, with 
only about 70,000 inhabitants in 1975, and 
perhaps 550,000 today, living in an area half the 
size of Spain. Two-thirds of the population are 
Moroccans, many having moved there after 
annexation.

In this context, the case for Western Sahara’s self-
determination is dubious. A more appropriate 
approach, which reflects the reality on the 
ground, is to grant Western Sahara autonomy 
within the Kingdom of Morocco – exactly the plan 
endorsed by Trump. (In 2013, Obama backed the 
same approach in a joint statement with 
Morocco’s King Muhammed VI.)

Securing political control of an occupied territory 
by changing its demography is nothing new. Some 
600,000 Israelis now live in the West Bank, 
alongside 2,750,000 Palestinians. Iran has been 
repopulating vast areas of Syria with Shia Muslims. 
Nearly 46 years after Turkey invaded Northern 
Cyprus, settlers from mainland Turkey comprise 
about half the territory’s population.

Such behavior should never be endorsed. But 
pretending it is not happening will not help, 
either. When actors are in a protracted state of 
diplomatic limbo, disregard for the actual balance 
of power or the duration of the conflict 
perpetuates a fait accompli favoring the stronger 
side. This is as true of the Morocco-Western Sahara 
dispute as it is about the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, where infatuation with the deceptive 
two-state paradigm has made peace all but 
impossible.

In fact, when Arab states have rejected deals with 
Israel, they have usually ended up with less. The 
Palestinians did this on at least two occasions. 
Likewise, Syria is worse off for rejecting Israel’s 
offer in 2000 to return the Golan Heights: In 2019, 
the Trump administration officially recognized 
Israeli sovereignty.

While Trump’s move was unjustifiable under 
international law (even if one believes Israel was 
justified in its use of force during the Six-Day War 
in 1967), there is no denying that the prolonged 
failure of liberal diplomacy made it possible. And 
it is part of a larger pattern of unilateral 
annexations.

For example, the recent eruption of the decades-
old conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan over 
the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh ended with a 
Russia-brokered deal that legit imized 
Azerbaijan’s annexation of a significant amount of 
territory. Russian peacekeeping forces were 
dispatched to enforce the deal. The UN was 
nowhere to be found.

Trump has much to answer for, diplomatically and 
otherwise. But the fact is that the diplomatic 
norms he disregarded weren’t producing results in 
many of the world’s longest-running conflicts. 
And, as reckless as his actions often were, they 
could well bring about progress on seemingly 
intractable conflicts – most notably, the century-
old Arab-Israeli conflict.

After all, because of Trump, Morocco, Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Sudan have joined 
Egypt and Jordan in normalizing relations with 
Israel. (Trump offered Indonesia billions of dollars 
in aid to do the same, but the country rejected the 
deal.) Trump also brokered peace among Arab 
rivals in the Gulf seeking to counter Qatar’s 
deepening relations with Iran and Turkey.

While Joe Biden is right to reject many aspects of Donald Trump’s toxic presidency, he should 
avoid throwing out the baby with the bathwater. Only by recognizing the weaknesses of 
liberal diplomatic norms can the Biden administration advance the innovative, effective 
diplomacy the world so desperately needs.
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Senators should say 
what they mean
MEMBERS OF THE Liberian senate last week voted 
overwhelmingly to invite Justice Minister, Cllr. Frank Musa 
Dean, to explain why Nigerian-born Cllr. A. Ndubuisi 
Nwabudike still serves as Chairman of the Liberia Anti-
Corruption Commission despite failing to substantiate his 
Liberian citizenship.

THE DECISION FOLLOWED heated debate by senate 
plenary Thursday, January 21on why Cllr. Nwabudike still 
chairs the LACC, a post exclusively reserved for a Liberian 
citizen.  

NIMBA COUNTY SENATOR Prince Yormie Johnson, a close 
political ally of President George Manneh, his colleagues 
in the Senate and the full plenary of the Liberian Senate to 
summon President Weah to give reasons why he should not 
be held in contempt for keeping the Nigerian in the post.

WE HOPE THIS time around, the senate is serious about 
this issue that has not only brought the integrity 
institution to public ridicule, but exposed the weakness of 
our national system.

RIVER GEE SENATOR Conmany Wesseh said Cllr. 
Nwabudike has managed his way criminally through all 
sectors of the Liberian government including the 
judiciary, executive and legislative branches and later 
duped the Liberia National Bar Association into being 
inducted as a member, having graduated from the Louis 
Arthur Grimes School of Law, University of Liberia.

HOW COULD A man born in Nigeria unto Nigerian parents 
come to Liberia, obtained fictitious naturalization 
document including Liberian Passports with 
inconsistencies in his date of birth, presents himself as a 
Liberian citizen is appointed by President George Manneh 
Weah and confirmed by the Liberian before being 
detected as a con artist? What does it says about the 
strength of our national system?    

SENATOR PRINCE YORMIE JOHNSON thinks the only 
option left is to summon President Weah to answer why he 
keeps the 'controversial' LACC chairman in the post even 
after Cllr. Nwabudike failed to defend his Liberian 
nationality during confirming hearing before the Liberian 
Senate, though this very body had confirmed him to the 
post.

HE ARGUED THAT since the senate took the decision to 
reject Cllr. Nwabudike, the President should have 
mounted courage enough to fire him or make him to 
resign, but for Mr. Weah to ignore everyone is something 
the senate should not take lightly.

THE EXECUTIVE MANSION has persistently countered 
that Nwabudike's nationality document has not be 
challenged in a court of competent jurisdiction to warrant 
withdrawing his Liberian citizenship despite clamor for 
his removal.

2020                              

By Shlomo Ben-ami
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The End of Liberal Diplomacy
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EW YORK – The unprecedented fiscal stimulus unleashed in the United 
States since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic calls for commensurate Nadditional monetary stimulus. The restrictions imposed to control the 

spread of the coronavirus have caused the deepest global recession since World 
War II.

Government-imposed lockdowns have varied in duration and intensity, and this 
is likely to continue as the medical threats posed by the pandemic evolve. But 
there have also been wide variations in the degree to which privately imposed 
and enforced behavioral restrictions have complemented and reinforced the 
publicly mandated ones. In any case, the fact that the current recession is 
largely self-inflicted provides grounds for optimism about the speed of the 
recovery that we can expect once the public-health disaster is under control.

Recall that, although the virus was identified in January 2020, the scale and 
scope of the coming economic damage did not become clear until March. In the 
first quarter of 2020, real (inflation-adjusted) GDP in the US decreased at an 
annualized rate of 5%, but then plummeted by 31.4% in the second quarter. In 
the third quarter, after lockdowns had been relaxed and the private sector had 
learned to cope better with the new realities, US real GDP bounced back at a 
respectable 33.4% annualized rate, though it remained far short of the level 
expected at the start of the year. The last quarter is likely to have produced 
further weaknesses (official data are not yet available), as will the first quarter 
of 2021, owing to the recent mutations of the virus and the attendant return of 
restrictions.

This picture of an incomplete recovery is further supported by labor-market 
data, which hint at additional economic weaknesses to come. According to the 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate as of December 2020 was 
6.7%. That is certainly better than the 14.8% rate recorded in April 2020, but it is 
well below the 3.5% figure reported last February. The loss of 22 million jobs 
between March and April 2020 underscores both the breathtaking damage 
caused by the lockdowns and the potential speed of recovery; indeed, between 
April and December 2020, 16 million people had already returned to work.

In large part, this is because the US fiscal response to the pandemic has been 
little short of staggering. Before the $2.2 trillion Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act last March, an additional $200 billion of stimulus 
measures were approved that same month. Then, in December, a $900 billion 
pandemic aid bill was signed into law. And now, Joe Biden’s administration is 
pushing for a $1.9 trillion package.

The Biden plan would bring the US pandemic fiscal response to $5.2 trillion, 
which is about one-quarter of US annual GDP. For comparison, the primary 
fiscal-policy response to the global financial crisis, the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, totaled around $800 billion.

While that $5.2 trillion figure will likely be administered over the course of two 
or more years, stimulus amounting to 12% of GDP per year still should raise 
concerns both about fiscal sustainability and crowding out interest-rate-
sensitive private expenditures. Thus, while proceeding with additional fiscal 
stimulus is still the right thing to do, it must be accompanied by the appropriate 
monetary policy. Simply put, the additional federal fiscal deficits must be 
monetized.

To be sure, the US Federal Reserve has done a great job so far. Since March 2020, 
its balance sheet has expanded by 70%, from $4.2 trillion to more than $7.4 
trillion, while its securities (public and private) held outright have increased 
from $3.9 trillion to $6.8 trillion. And on the liability side, most of the increase 
has taken the form of larger reserve balances (deposits of depository 
institutions) and a larger Treasury balance.

But the Fed now must prepare to buy up the federal debt issued by the Treasury 
to fund its latest fiscal ambitions. That means expanding its balance sheet by up 
to $2.8 trillion, in order to accommodate December’s $900 billion Consolidated 
Appropriations Act and the forthcoming $1.9 trillion Biden package.

Such action from the Fed would alleviate concerns about fiscal sustainability 
and crowding out private investors. And though monetizing the deficit could add 
to inflationary concerns, I believe this is a risk worth taking. After all, there is 
still considerable slack in the economy, which makes it unlikely that 
monetization of the most recent stimulus packages would have a meaningful 
inflationary impact. Moreover, the damage caused by any surprise return of 
inflation would almost certainly be manageable.

Extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures, which in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic means additional fiscal stimulus of the kind promised by US 
President Joe Biden. To alleviate sustainability fears, the Federal Reserve must 
prepare to expand its balance sheet and monetize the deficit.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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The Fed Must Step Up Again

By Willem H. Buiter
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REPUBLIC LIBERIA  
THE FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

P. O. BOX 3010
 Whein Town, Mount Barclay

Monrovia, Liberia 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Government of Liberia through the Ministry 
of Finance and Development Planning and the 
Forestry Development Authority (FDA) as an 
Implementing Agency received financial support  
from African Development Bank (AfDB) under 
the Fund for Africa Private Sector Assistance 
(FAPA) to promote the private sector by scaling up 
the participation of Small and Medium Scale 
Enterprises (SMEs) in the secondary wood 
processing industry to promote inclusive green 
g r o w t h ,  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
diversification in the Republic of Liberia.
 
The FDA-AfDB-FAPA Project through its 
contractor institution Booker Washington Institute 
(B.W.I)  is conducting capacity building training 
in line with the Six (6) Modules for selected 
carpenters and furniture makers in the three zones 
of Montserrado county for Seven (7) weeks at 
BWI and also, the other contractor institution 
,ForestryTraining Institute (F.T.I) is carrying out 
training on log and timber scaling and chainsaw 
milling operations in tree identification and timber 
scaling techniques.The ongoing training are in 
line with the Two (2) modules training conducted 
by Forestry Training Institute (F.T.I) and  Six (6) 
Modules training conducted by Booker 
Washington Institute (B.W.I) at the Corina hotel in 
Monrovia in December 2020. 

Carpenters and Furniture Makers in and around 
Monrovia are participating in the ongoing training 
after which the next stage of training and proposed 
foreign training would commence.

The Cooperation of all members of the Liberia 
Carpenters, and woodworks association as well 
as Carpenter and Furniture Union Members 
selected for training are highly appreciated.

Fund for Africa Private Sector Assistance 
(FAPA) Project
Project Coordinator
Forestry Development Authority
Whein Town, Bernard Farm
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More headline news   More headline news

n  on l i ne  C r ime  
S t a t i s t i c s  AInformation System 

(CSIS) has been launched at 
the headquarters of the 
Liberia National Police (LNP). 
The “Go Live” launch of the 
system held 25, January 2021, 
was also marked by the 
beginning of a five-day 
Training of Trainer’s workshop 
on the crime database system 
for 15 personnel.

It forms part of a wider rule 

of law case management 
system which uses a modern 
web application that allows 
relevant institutions to record 
reported crimes and cases as 
they are processed through 
the criminal justice chain in 
Liberia.

This case tracking tool will 
be utilized by major rule of 
law institutions like the 
Ministry of Justice and the LNP 
which will, initially be piloted 
separately by the various 

institutions. The Initiative is 
under a joint UN Liberia Rule of 
Law Programme and brings 
together relevant UN Agencies 
under the UN Global Focal Point 
on Rule of Law. It is supported by 
UNDP Cr i s i s  Bureau and 
leverages specialization and 
comparative advantages. 

Mr. James Monibah who 
represented the United Nations 
Development Programme at the 
event, recognized UNDP’s long-
standing relationship and 

trusted partnership with the 
Liberia National Police.

Monibah stressed the link 
between rule of law and 
development which provides an 
imperat ive for  continual  
technical capacity building and 
service delivery in the justice 
and security sector.

“Having a crime statistic data 
system, enables relevant 
stakeholders to track cases as 
they move through the criminal 
justice system by receiving 

information on the patterns of 
crime, its prevalence, the 
hotspots and periods of 
increased  cr imina l i ty,”  
stressed Monibah.

He also mentioned that the 
systemmeasures case backlog 
in courts, the status of pre-
trial detention and assesses 
the disposal rate of cases, 
which will, enable policy 
makers put appropriate 
responses in place to enhance 
the efficiency of the criminal 
justice system.”

From UN Women, Kofi 
Ireland hoped to see follow-up 
trainings that will be led by 
the Liberia National Police as a 
sign of transfer of skills.

Ireland thanked UNDP for 
leading the programme and 
reiterated that regular and 
updated statistics on crime 
was  impor tant  to  the  
operations of the police and 
the public.

For his part, the LNP 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Administration, Ambrose 
Nebo, thanked the United 
Nations for its continued 
support to the Liberia National 
Police especially regarding 
crime statistics.

Nebo noted that capacity 
building adds values to the 
work of the Liberia National 
Police. He said the LNP 
remains indebted to its 
partners and will ensure that 
the training bears fruits.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
encouraged participants to 
take advantage of the training 
and reiterated that his 
institution will do all it can to 
ensure that more female 
officers benefit from the 
programme, bearing in mind 
UN Security Council Resolution 
1325 on the role of women on 
peace and security.-Release

supporting the LLA implement 
programs designed to help 
settle land and boundary 
disputes across the Country.

LMPTF/PBSO Programme 
Coordinator & Head of 
S e c r e t a r i a t ,  C a t h e r i n e  
Waliaula emphasized that land 
tenure remains a critical part 
of sustained peace and 
reconciliation in Liberia.

Ms. Waliaula noted that the 

donation is to help accelerate 
the work of the LLA as they 
reach out to communities to 
resolve land issues through its 
sub-offices in four counties-
Grand Cape Mount, Sinoe, 
Maryland and Nimba.

“The intent is to work with 
what little we have to help the 
LLA fast track the settling of 
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LNP online crime statistics system goes live 

he Liberia Land 
Authority (LLA), has Tr e c e i v e d  a  

consignment of deployment 
kits which include equipment, 
office supplies and eight 
motorbikes worth over 
USD$50,000.

The initiative is part of 
efforts to support the 
government deal with land 
issues and maintain peace, 
security and reconciliation.

The items turned over 22, 
January 2021, through the 
General Services Agency 
(GSA), form part of the 
continued support to the LLA, 
under the project “Sustaining 
Peace and Reconciliation 
through Strengthening Land 
Governance and Dispute 
Resolution Mechanisms”.

The project is managed by 
UNDP and funded by the Liberia 
Multi-Partner Trust Fund/Peace 

Building Support Office 
(LMPTF/PBSO).

It is geared towards 

Liberia Land Authority receives a 
consignment of deployment kits

commenced as a means of 
stimulating the economy.

H o w e v e r ,  h e  s a i d  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e m a i n s  
committed to  serv ic ing 
domestic debt as a clear 
strategy toward stimulating 
growth.

Discussing the national 
budget of the country, Mr. 
Weah detailed that total 
revenue received for the fiscal 
year under review was 
US$653.9 million and the 
amount comprises US$475.5 
million in domestic revenue 
and US$178.4 million in 
external resources from 
development partners.

According to him, total 
expenditure for the same 
period amounted to US$606 
million, in the period under 
r e v i e w,  t h e  L i b e r i a n  
Leg i s l a t u re  r e ca s t  t he  
2019/2020 National Budget 
twice: f i rst  to address 
perceived revenue challenges, 
and secondly to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the President, 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and the Liberian 
g o v e r n m e n t  s i g n e d  a  
Development Objective Grant 
Agreement of US$640 million 
that will be programmed to 
support various projects both 
government and the USAID will 
agree on as priority areas of 
need over the next five (5) 
years. These resources are 
supporting key sectors and will 
be critical to sustain growth, 
going forward.

He said during the period 
under review, a total amount of 
US$399 million was announced 
and committed to various 
p r o j e c t s  a s  O f f i c i a l  
Development Assistance to the 
government and people of 
Liberia, and that additionally, 
US$178.6 million was received 
as total budget support, which 
came from both traditional and 
non-traditional partners, 
including the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund, 
the European Union, the 
African Development Bank and 
the United States Government 
through the United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID).

Weah told the legislature, 
the Liberian people and world 

that a major feature of the year 
under review was a support 
program which was approved by 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

He exp la ined that  in  
December 2019, a Memorandum 
of Economic and Financial 
Policies was signed with the IMF 
to address various issues of our 
macro economy and that the 
program aimed to transform 
fiscal and monetary policy and 
i m p r o v e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
governance.

President Weah said the first 
and second reviews of the 
program have now been 
concluded and results show that 
macroeconomic stability is 
being restored under the 
program and in approving the 
recent disbursement of US$48.8 
mi l l i on  to  the  L iber ian  
government under the IMF-
supported  program,  the  
executive directors of the IMF 
praised the Government of 
Liberia for the effective 
measures that have been 
undertaken so far to transform 
fiscal and monetary policy and 
r e s t o r e  m a c r o e c o n o m i c  
stability. The President quoted 
the IMF Executive Directors as: 
“The Liberian authorities are 
committed to fiscal discipline 
and further improvements in 
c a s h  m a n a g e m e n t ,  
transparency and accountability 
in spending, and domestic 
revenue mobilization to finance 
their development agenda. The 
monetary policy stance is 
appropriately aligned with the 
inf lat ion object ive,  and 
significant progress has been 
made in strengthening central 
bank independence.”

Meanwhile, in the wake of 
low public confidence in the 
Central Bank of Liberia, and by 
extension the banking system, 
President Weah announced that 
the Board of Governors and 
management of the bank were 
re-constituted by him during the 
yea r  unde r  r ev i ew  and  
additionally, the Amended and 
Re-stated CBL Act of 1999, which 
was passed by the Liberian 
Legislature in October 2020, has 
strengthened the operational 
independence of the bank, and 
improved transparency and 
accountability in its operations. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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he president of the 
Liberian National Bar TAssociation (LNBA) 

Cllr. Tiawon Gongloe is urging 
the Liberian Senate not to 
approve  any  budgetary  
appropriation for the Liberia 
Anti - Corruption Commission 
(LACC) as a way to compel 
President George Manneh 
Weah to remove disgraced 
Nigerian - born Cllr. Ndubuisi 
N w a b u d i k e  a s  L A C C  
chairperson.

“I’m calling on the Senate to 
make the president respect 
them more, and the way to do 
it is to not approve any 
budgetary appropriation for 
LACC. That’s what they have, 
no appropriation for LACC. 
they should not even consider 
the Act that the president said 
he would be submitting before 
them,” Cllr. Gongloe told an 
interview Tuesday, 26 January.

Up to the time of his 
expulsion from the LNBA on 
Friday, 19 June 2020 to 
present, the disgraced official 
continues to chair the LACC, a 
position reserved for Liberians, 
despite failing to prove he is a 
naturalized Liberian during 
Senate confirmation hearing to 
chair the National Elections 
Commission (NEC).

The LNBA expelled Cllr. 
Nwabudike’s membership last 
June, revealing to the public 
that a perusal of his various 
passports showed his birth 
dates as October 19, 1960, 
October 2, 1963, October 2, 
1965 and October 2, 1969.

Besides, the LNBA said it 
gathered that Nwabudike’s 
marriage certificate dated 22 
January 1992 filed by himself in 
handwriting identified him as a 
Nigerian born 19 October 1960, 
and not a Liberian, opposed to 
the New Judiciary Law 
providing that persons applying 
for membership to the Bar as 
Attorney – At – Law must be 
citizen of Liberia.

Having worked at Good 
Governance Commission (GC), 
the Nigerian – born Cllr. 
Nwabudike who insists he 
naturalized in 1982 as Liberian, 
was serving a tenure as LACC 
chair when President George 
Manneh Weah appointed him 
this year to head the NEC, his 
third job in less than two years.

Until his nomination by 
President Weah to chair the 
NEC,  C l l r.  Nwabudike’s  
previous confirmation by the 
Liberian Senate as LACC chair 
seemed to have gone smoothly 
without Liberia’s weak system 
d e t e c t i n g  a n y  i s s u e s  
surrounding how he acquired 
Liberian citizenship which 
enabled him to practice law 

here.
Addressing judicial reporters 

Tuesday, Cllr. Gongloe expressed 
happiness that the Senate is 
picking up the issue, saying this 
is not about individuals, it’s 
about Liberia and it’s about 
adherence to the rule of law.

He notes that it is a violation 
of the ethics for any lawyer to 
engage in misrepresentation 
a n d  d e c e i t  t o  a c q u i r e  
membership of the Bar by 
declaring to be a citizen of 
Liberia when he or she is not a 
citizen.

“The Bar applauds the 
current action of the Senate; the 
Senate is standing up, they are 
our representatives,” he says, 
adding that the Senate is acting 
on behalf of the Liberian people.

Cllr. Gongloe warns that to 
approve the proposed Act 
announced by the president 
while Nwabudike is heading the 
LACC would be legitimizing his 
actions because the amended 
law and the Whistleblower Act 
“were all done under the 
chairmanship of Nwabudike who 
currently has a questionable 
s t a tu s  i n  t e rms  o f  h i s  
citizenship.”

According to the LNBA 
president, Cllr. Nwabudike 
should be a subject  of  
prosecution right now, stressing 
that the Senate’s refusal to 
approve LACC budgetary 
appropriation would force the 
president to act.

Gongloe indicates that the 
power of the people resides in 
the Legislature, noting that 
respect for the Senate is not by 
choice, it’s by law.

He states that the president 
is mandated and he took an oath 
to obey, defend, promote and 
a d h e r e  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  
constitutional and statutory 
laws of Liberia, saying he 
doesn’t have a choice to behave 
in a manner in which he is 
behaving.

The Bar president urges 
Pres ident Weah to send 
Nwabudike to run his private 
corporation or do things for him 
because he cannot keep the 
expelled lawyer in a public post 
that he is not qualified for.

Meanwhile, Gongloe does not 
see as an option, a vote of no 
confidence being cast in 
Nwabudike because that is just a 
moral statement which when 
done by one house of the 
Legislature, would not carry 
weight.

“A legislative statement is 
w h e n  b o t h  h o u s e s  a c t  
concurrently, uh, then it 
becomes a legislative act, then 
it is approved by the president. 
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iberian National Bar 
Association (LNBA) Lpresident Cllr. Tiawon 

Gongloe says the United 
States Treasury Department’s 
decision to sanction one of 
Liberia’s brilliant lawyers, 
Cllr. Senator H. Varney G. 
Sherman has cast doubt over 
all Liberian lawyers, warning 
that they all may be presumed 
the same if self - cleansing 
isn’t done.

“Nobody in the Bar feels 
good about this decision 
because it casts doubt over all 
Liberian lawyers, and he’s one 
of our brilliant lawyers, many 
people are following him, he’s 
a role model for lot of lawyers 
in terms of the knowledge of 
the law and all of that,” Cllr. 
Gongloe told an interview 
with judicial  reporters 
Tuesday, 26 January.

During the interview, Cllr. 

Gongloe differs with the 
reaction made against the 
U.S. Treasury Depart by the 
Liberian Judiciary which 
claims that the information 
contained in the statement 
issued by the US Treasury 
Department is insufficient to 
serve as a basis for sanction 
against Sherman and the 
referenced judicial actors.

Cllr. Gongloe warns that 
rather than being more 
protective, Liberians should 
be introspective, do a lot of 
soul - searching and see what 
is possible to make them look 
good as a country.

“All of us in the legal 
profession, in the civil society, 
in the government, it is about 
how we look collectively to 
the world. It is about our 
collective security, our 
development. If one of the 

shining stars in the legal 
profession is perceived this way, 
that is not good for us,” Cllr. 
Gongloe explains.

“We have to be honest to 
ourselves that the United States 
and its organs … are better 
equipped for evidence than we 
are,” Cllr. Gongloe argues.

He argues that this decision 
did not come from the State 
Department which speaks 
politically. Instead, Cllr. Gongloe 
notes that it is the Treasury 
Department which is a technical 
department, urging that when 
something comes from the 
Treasury Department, it must be 
taken more seriously than even 
the State Department.

The LNBA president states 
that he cannot say that the U.S. 
Treasury Department acted 
without evidence, a contrast to 
the Liberian Judiciary’s reaction 
to the U.S. institution’s 
sanctions against Sherman and 

others.
He notes that the Treasury 

Department acted within the 
confines of the law, thus advising 
all lawyers in Liberia including 
Justices, Judges and everyone to 
police and guide themselves 
because the world is watching 
them on a daily basis, especially 
with the internet service 
available.

C l l r.  Gong loe  reminds  
Liberian authorities of how the 
past government of imprisoned 
former President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor was challenging 
the U.S. and the United Nations 
to show evidence to back their 
claim about Taylor’s involvement 
in neighboring Sierra Leone’s 
war.

“The government at that time 
was saying: Where is the 
evidence? Where are the 
satellite footages showing 

people crossing from Liberia 
to  S ier ra  Leone?  That  
argument did not hold water. 
It didn’t change anything,” 
Cllr. Gongloe recalls.

H e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
international community went 
ahead through the special 
court and indicted Taylor, 
tried and convicted him.

But he says everyone is 
being watched, and therefore 
cautions all lawyers in Liberia 
to be careful because the 
world is smaller than one may 
think.

“There are too many things 
that can record, just don’t do 
anything wrong because 
there’s no secret in public 
office or in the practice of law. 
Whatever you do wrong will 
leak out, so let us be ethical,” 
Cllr. Gongloe cautions.

On 10 December 2020, the 
U.S. reported that Senator 
Sherman who chairs the 
Liberian Senate Judiciary 
Committee, offered bribes to 
multiple judges associated 
with his trial for a 2010 bribery 
scheme, accusing him further 
of having an undisclosed 
conflict of interest with the 
judge who ultimately returned 
a not guilty verdict in July 
2019.

The U.S. report indicated 
that Senator Sherman was 
hired by a British mining 
company in an effort to obtain 
one of Liberia’s last remaining 
mining assets, the Wologizi 
iron ore concession during 
which he advised the company 
that, in order to obtain the 
contract, they first had to get 
Liberia’s procurement and 
concessions law changed by 
bribing senior officials.

Reflected in the report also 
is a case concerning a 2016 
indictment of Sherman by the 
Liberian government, along 
w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
government officials, for their 
involvement in the USD 
$950,000 bribery scheme.

Three years later in 2019, 
the report states that the 
presiding judge acquitted all 
individuals accused of being 
involved in the bribery 
scheme, and adds that 
Sherman’s acts of bribery 
demonstrate a larger pattern 
of behavior to exercise 
influence over the Liberian 
judiciary and the Ministry of 
Justice.

But Liberia’s judicial 
branch of government insists 
t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
contained in the statement 
issued by the US Treasury 
Department is insufficient to 
serve as a basis for sanction 
against the referenced 
judicial actors here, weeks 
after Senator the US placed 
sanction against Senator H. 
Varney G. Sherman for bribing 
judges.

Doubt casts over Liberian lawyers
-LNBA reacts to U.S sanctions against Cllr. Sherman

By Winston W. Parley

Don’t approve 
LACC budget
-LNBA urges Liberian Senate 

By Winston W. Parley

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

LNBA, President Cllr. Tiawon Gongloe 
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e Président George 
M a n n e h W e a h a  Ld e m a n d é  a u  

p a r l e m e n t  
l i b é r i e n d ’ a p p r o u v e r  
rapidement l’impression de 
nouveaux billets de banque 
pour contenir l’actuelle crise 
monétaire marquée par une 
pénurie de liquidité dans le 
pays.

La monnaie locale fait 
l’objet d’une forte demande 
généralement pendant la 
période des fêtes de Noël et 
d u  N o u v e l  a n .  L e s  
transactions pendant cette 
période sont si fortes que les 
banques commerciales sont 
incapables de répondre à la 
demande, limitant les retraits 
quotidiens à un montant 
donné pour donner la chance 
à beaucoup de personnes de 
procéder à un retrait.

Depuis la prise du pouvoir 
par l’administration Weah, le 
Libéria continue de connaître 
de graves pénuries de 
liquidités dans le pays. 

Délivrant son 4emessage 
annuel devant le parlement le 
lundi 25 janvier au Capitole à 
Monrovia, le président Weah a 
déclaré : «Je vous invite à agir 
rapidement pour résoudre ce 
problème avant la prochaine 

période de forte demande de la 
monnaie locale.»

Concernant les 4 milliards 
imprimés l’année dernière par 
le gouvernement, il a rappelé 
qu’ils visaient principalement à 
atténuer le défi de liquidité 
provoqué par la forte demande 
des diverses institutions 
financières, dont les services de 
guichet automatique dans les 
banques et les bureaux de 
change.

Cependant, la plupart des 

b i l l e t s  d e  b a n q u e  
nouvellement imprimés, 
(tous des billets de 500 dollars 
libériens), n’ont pas atteint le 
marché, au grand désarroi des 
citoyens ordinaires et des 
fonctionnaires dont les 
quest ions restent sans 
réponse jusqu’à présent.

Parlant de l’économie, le 
président Weaha indiqué que 
les recettes totales générées 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Antony J. Blinken est le nouveau 
secrétaire d’Etat américain. POOL 
/ REUTERS
Se posera également rapidement la 
question de la suite à donner aux 
deux « coups » diplomatiques de 
l’administration Trump sur le 
continent : le processus de 
normalisation engagé avec le 
Soudan et la reconnaissance en 
décembre 2020 de la souveraineté 
marocaine sur le Sahara occidental. 
Cette dernière pourrait-elle être 
menacée ? « Ce n’est pas encore 
très clair, mais à partir du moment 
où la décision n’a pas encore été 
ratifiée par le Congrès, elle peut 
être reprise. Le plus probable 
cependant est que l’on ne touche à 
rien, car le Maroc et Israël sont de 
so l ides  a l l i é s  » ,  exp l ique  
Christopher Fomunyoh, directeur 
pour l’Afrique centrale et de 
l’Ouest du National Democratic 
Institute, une organisation proche 
du Parti démocrate.
En dehors des propos à l’emporte-
pièce, de quelques coups de 
menton et d’une poignée de 
décisions inattendues, la politique 
africaine de Donald Trump aura été 
marquée par le maintien de 
fondamentaux tels que la lutte à 
tout prix contre l’expansionnisme 
commercial de la Chine, la 
poursuite – à contrecœur – du 
combat contre les djihadistes au 
Sahel et la défense du principe 
d’élections pluralistes – mais sans 
grand souci pour la qualité du 
résultat ou pour le respect des 
droits humains.
L i n d a  T h o m a s - G r e e n f i e l d ,  
ancienne sous-secrétaire d’Etat 
pour l’Afrique de Barack Obama, 
est devenue représentante des 
Etats-Unis à l’ONU.
L’un des changements attendu sous 
Joe Biden sera un retour au 
multilatéralisme. Une promesse 
que sera chargée de mettre en 
œuvre Linda Thomas-Greenfield en 
tant que représentante des Etats-
Unis à l’ONU. L’ancienne sous-
secrétaire d’Etat pour l’Afrique de 
Barack Obama, qui a notamment 
travaillé au Kenya, en Gambie et au 
Nigeria avant de prendre les 
commandes de l’ambassade au 
Liberia, est une diplomate 
chevronnée, proche de Madeleine 
Albright. La France et les Etats 
concernés vont notamment guetter 
ces prochains mois sa décision sur 
l’avenir de la force G5-Sahel. Paris, 
dans l’espoir d’alléger son 
engagement militaire sur place, et 
les cinq Etats de la région, soucieux 
de donner à leurs soldats 
l’assurance financière d’une 
opération de l’ONU et des règles 
d ’ e n g a g e m e n t  m o i n s  
contraignantes, plaident depuis 
longtemps pour que cette coalition 
régionale soit placée sous chapitre 
VII de la charte des Nations unies.
Alors que Donald Trump a ordonné 
le départ en janvier des soldats 
américains de Somalie et qu’il 
envisageait de faire de même au 
Sahel, un dirigeant de cette région 
estime que la priorité de 
Washington devra être de « 
réinvestir diplomatiquement le 
dossier libyen », un pays qui 
continue de déstabiliser ses voisins.

Adewale « Wally » Adeyemo, 
conseiller économique sous la 
présidence Obama, a été nommé 
secrétaire adjoint au Trésor dans 
l’administration Biden. ALEX WONG 
/ AFP
En quatre années à la Maison 
Blanche, Donald Trump n’a pas 
effectué un seul voyage officiel en 
Afrique. Tout juste l’ex-président 
américain a-t-il laissé à son épouse 
Melania le soin de visiter en une 
semaine de promenade touristique 
et glamour le Ghana, le Malawi, le 
Kenya et l’Egypte, autant de 
nations qu’il aurait sûrement 
rangées dans sa liste de « pays de 
chiotte ».
« Trump n’avait pas d’intérêt pour 
l’Afrique. Sa seule obsession était 
la menace de la Chine. Biden aura 
pour priorités la gestion de la crise 
du Covid, l’économie, les divisions 
raciales du pays. La politique 
étrangère, et l’Afrique en 
particulier, viendra bien après, 
mais ce qui est sûr c’est que le ton 
va changer et il ne faut pas sous-
estimer cela en diplomatie », se 
réjouit Jeffrey Hawkins. Cet ancien 
a m b a s s a d e u r  a m é r i c a i n ,  
aujourd’hui professeur à Sciences-
Po, note que le continent africain 
n’a évidemment pas été un thème 
majeur du candidat Joe Biden, mais 
que celui-ci a publié lors de sa 
campagne  un  document  à  
destination des diasporas. « Il y 
parlait d’une relation plus 
équitable, de la relance du 
programme Yali – YouthAfrican 
Leaders – instauré sous Obama et de 
la fin de la restriction des visas » qui 
touchait les ressortissants du 
Nigeria, de la Somalie et du 
Soudan.
Dans l’administration qui s’installe, 
deux enfants de la diaspora 
nigériane tiendront justement une 
place particulière. Adewale « Wally 
» Adeyemo, conseiller économique 
sous la présidence Obama avant de 
prendre la tête de la Fondation de 
l’ex-président, doit occuper le 
poste de secrétaire adjoint au 
Trésor. OsaremenOkolo, 26 ans, a, 
quant à elle, été nommée 
conseillère au sein de l’équipe 
chargée de lutter contre la 
pandémie de Covid-19.
Renouer avec son histoire 
d’ouverture
Au-delà de ces symboles d’une 
Amérique prête à renouer avec son 
histoire d’ouverture, la politique 
africaine de Washington s’inscrira 
vraisemblablement dans la  
continuité des années Obama. 
Même si le premier président 
afrodescendant a davantage 
suscité d’espoir que légué des 
réalisations, « son approche est une 
feuille de route pour l’avenir avant 
que Biden impose sa marque », juge 
Jeffrey Hawkins.
Dans l’attente de la désignation 
d’un diplomate de carrière pour 
remplacer Tibor Nagy au poste de 
secrétaire d’Etat adjoint aux 
affaires africaines, la première 
figure visible pour le continent 
africain sera Anthony Blinken, le 
nouveau chef de la diplomatie. 
Pour ce francophone passé par les 
administrations Clinton et Obama, 
le premier dossier africain à traiter 
devrait être le conflit intérieur qui 
agite l’Ethiopie.

Recalibrer et réaliser des 
progrès considérables, c’est 
l’objectif que s’est fixé le 
p r é s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeahdontl’administr
ation est entrée dans sa 
troisième année.

Le Capitole, le palais de 
l’Assemblée nationale, a été 

pris d’assaut par les cadres du 
gouvernement, des militants de 
la mouvance au pouvoir et de 
l’opposition, des membres du 
corps diplomatique, des 
partenaires internationaux, des 
Libériens ordinaires, des 
parlementaires et des autorités 
du pouvoir judiciaire pour 

écouter le 4e message annuel 
à la nation du président Weah.

Des artistes locaux aussi y 
étaient pour apporterleurs 
v o i x  m é l o d i e u s e s  à  
l’ambiance, tandis que les 
danseur s  t rad i t i onne l s  
divertissaient les invités 
étrangers.

Après l’hymne national 
joué par le bataillon de 
musique des Forces armées du 
Libéria, le président Weah, 
d’une humeur détendue, est 
monté sur scène.

S’exprimant devant les 
membres de l’Assemblée 
législative libérienne dans les 
chambres mixtes William 
Richard Tolbert au Capitole, 
M. Weah a déclaré qu’il était 
temps que son gouvernement 
et les employés appliquèrent 
à la lettre le programme pour 
les pauvres pour la prospérité 
et Développement pour le 
mieux-être du pays et des 
gens ordinaires.

Selon lui, avec le temps 
limité dont il dispose, il n’y a 
pas de place pour les erreurs, 
exhortant les chefs des 
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Weahveut imprimer de 
nouveaux billets de banque

« Il est temps de revoir et de 
recalibrer », le Président Weah

A rebours de la politique africaine menée par Trump, celle de son successeur 
s’inscrira vraisemblablement dans la continuité des années Obama.
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EL AVIV – Le 11 décembre dernier, le président 
Donald Trump a déclaré que les États-Unis Treconnaissaient la souveraineté du Maroc sur 

un Sahara occidental très disputé, en récompense 
semble-t-il de la décision du pays d’établir des 
relations diplomatiques avec Israël. Cette démarche 
a rapidement été condamnée car considérée comme 
une violation flagrante des règles diplomatiques. À 
travers son approche simpliste des conflits de longue 
date, Trump a toutefois mis en lumière malgré lui un 
point important : l’empereur ne porte plus d’habit 
dans l’approche diplomatique dominante.

Sur la scène internationale, cette nudité de Trump 
est apparue évidente, notamment lorsque le 
président américain a prétendu avoir obtenu une 
avancée majeure avec la Corée du Nord, ou vanté 
l’improbable « proposition de paix » de son 
administration pour le Moyen-Orient. Pour autant, 
aucun de ses prédécesseurs – aux États-Unis ou 
ailleurs – n’est jamais parvenu à résoudre ces 
conflits, même en adhérant aux normes 
diplomatiques généralement reconnues.

Ces normes sont inextricablement liées à l’ordre 
mondial libéral d’après-guerre. La doctrine de la « 
responsabilité de protéger » (R2P) – engagement 
mondial adopté à l’unanimité par l’Assemblée 
générale des Nations Unies en 2005, visant la 
protection des populations contre les génocides, 
crimes de guerre, épurations ethniques et crimes 
contre l’humanité – est l’illustration de cette 
diplomatie libérale.

Or, au cours des dernières décennies, cette vision a 
considérablement décliné. En Lybie – premier cas 
dans lequel le Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies a 
autorisé une intervention militaire fondée sur la R2P – 
les envoyés spéciaux de l’ONU vont et viennent, mais 
le futur du pays est bel et bien décidé par des 
puissances étrangères qui agissent unilatéralement. 
Par ailleurs, le Conseil de sécurité se trouvant dans 
l’impasse, la R2P n’a plus été invoquée depuis pour 
justifier une intervention militaire, en dépit 
d’atrocités de masse perpétrées par certains 
gouvernements contre leur propre population.

Les échecs répétés du système collectif de sécurité 
de l’ONU s’expliquent en partie par le déclin de 
l’ordre mondial libéral lui-même. Bien avant Trump, 
l’Amérique était déjà devenue de plus en plus 
réticente à agir en tant que garante de cet ordre (en 
Lybie, le président Barack Obama a choisi un « 
leadership en retrait » de la part des États-Unis). 
Ajoutez à cela le révisionnisme agressif de la Russie, 
une Chine qui rompt avec son « ascension pacifique », 
ainsi qu’une Union européenne préoccupée par sa 
propre survie.

Nombre des plus grands défis diplomatiques de la 
planète – du conflit israélo-palestinien aux 
revendications sur le Sahara occidental – sont 
toutefois antérieurs à ces facteurs. Même à son 
apogée, la diplomatie libérale n’a pas su les 
résoudre, notamment parce qu’elle est trop souvent 
considérée comme un art d’expression, détaché 
d’une réalité toujours changeante.

Depuis, la situation a considérablement changé. Le 
Sahara occidental est l’un des territoires les moins 
peuplés de la planète, avec environ 70 000 habitants 
en 1975, et autour de 550 000 aujourd’hui, sur une 
superficie représentant la moitié de l’Espagne. La 
population est composée pour deux tiers de 
Marocains, dont beaucoup se sont installés après 
l’annexion.

Dans ce contexte, le droit à l’autodétermination au 
Sahara occidental pose question. Une approche plus 
adaptée, qui reflète la réalité du terrain, consiste a 
accorder au Sahara occidental une autonomie au sein 
du royaume marocain – ce qui correspond 
précisément à la proposition de Trump (en 2013, 

Obama avait soutenu la même approche dans une 
déclaration conjointe avec le roi du Maroc, Mohammed 
VI).

L’exercice consistant à consolider un contrôle politique 
sur un territoire occupé en transformant sa 
démographie n’est pas nouveau. Quelque 600 000 
Israélien vivent aujourd’hui en Cisjordanie, aux côtés 
de 2 750 000 Palestiniens. L’Iran a repeuplé de vastes 
régions de Syrie via la présence de musulmans chiites. 
Près de 46 ans après l’invasion du nord de Chypre par la 
Turquie, les colons de Turquie continentale composent 
désormais environ la moitié de la population de l’île.

Ces comportements ne doivent pas être cautionnés. 
Pour autant, prétendre qu’ils n’existent pas ne permet 
pas non plus d’avancer. Lorsque des protagonistes se 
trouvent dans un état prolongé d’enlisement 
diplomatique, la négligence de l’équilibre réel des 
puissances ou de la durée du conflit vient perpétuer un 
fait accompli en faveur du camp le plus fort. C’est vrai 
dans le cas de la dispute Maroc-Sahara occidental 
comme dans celui du conflit israélo-palestinien, dans 
lesquels le désir d’un paradigme trompeur à deux États 
rend la paix presque impossible.

En effet, lorsque les pays arabes ont refusé des accords 
avec Israël, ils en sont généralement sortis perdants. 
Cela a été le cas des Palestiniens au moins à deux 
reprises. De même, la Syrie est sortie perdante de son 
refus de la proposition israélienne de restitution du 
plateau du Golan en l’an 2000, l’administration Trump 
ayant officiellement reconnu la souveraineté d’Israël 
sur ce territoire en 2019.

Bien que la décision de Trump soit injustifiable au 
regard du droit international (même si l’on considère 
qu’Israël était en droit d’user de la force lors de la 
guerre des Six Jours en 1967), force est de constater 
qu’elle est le résultat de l’échec de la diplomatie 
libérale, et qu’elle s’inscrit dans un phénomène plus 
large d’annexions unilatérales.

Prenons l’exemple de l’irruption récente d’un conflit 
long de plusieurs décennies entre l’Arménie et 
l’Azerbaïdjan autour de l’enclave du Haut-Karabakh, à 
l’issu duquel un accord mené par la Russie est venu 
légitimer l’annexion par l’Azerbaïdjan d’une 
importante partie du territoire. Les forces russes de 
maintien de la paix ont été déployées pour mettre 
l’accord à exécution. Aucune trace de l’ONU en 
l’occurrence.

Trump devra répondre de nombreux aspects, en 
matière diplomatique ou autre. Mais le fait est que les 
normes diplomatiques qu’il a décidé d’ignorer ne 
produisaient plus aucun résultat dans le cadre des 
conflits les plus anciens de la planète. Aussi hasardeuses 
qu’aient pu être ses démarches, elles pourraient bien 
aboutir à des avancées autour de conflits a priori 
insolubles – en premier lieu desquels un conflit israélo-
arabe vieux d’un siècle.

C’est en effet en présence de Trump que le Maroc, le 
Bahreïn, les Émirats arabes unis et le Soudan se sont 
joints à l’Égypte et à la Jordanie dans une normalisation 
de leurs relations avec Israël (Trump a également 
proposé à l’Indonésie une aide de plusieurs milliards de 
dollars pour qu’elle en fasse de même, mais le pays a 
refusé l’offre). Trump a également obtenu la paix entre 
pays arabes rivaux du Golfe désireux de contrer 
l’approfondissement des relations du Qatar avec l’Iran 
et la Turquie.

Si le président Joe Biden ait raison de condamner 
plusieurs aspects toxiques de la présidence Trump, il 
ferait bien de sauvegarder plusieurs des 
accomplissements de son prédécesseur. Par ailleurs, 
aux fins du renouveau de la diplomatie libérale, une 
redynamisation de l’alliance transatlantique – dans 
laquelle une UE beaucoup plus cohérente acquerrait le 
hard power dont elle manque aujourd’hui – apparaît 
d’une importance cruciale.

FrançaisFrançais
2020                              

au cours de la période ont 
dépassé 6 millions de dollars 
et que les dépenses pour la 
même période ont atteint 606 
millions de dollars. Il a révélé 
que le produit intérieur brut 
réel (PIB réel) projeté 
précédemment à -2,5% est 
passé à -3%

Il a reconnu la faible 
confiance du public dans la 
Banque centrale du Libéria et 
dans l’ensemble du système 
bancaire. C’est, selon lui, ce 
q u i  a  c o n d u i t  à  l a  
restructuration du Conseil des 
gouverneurs de la banque.

agences et des ministères à 
prendre note et à agir 
conséquemment.

J e t a n t  u n  r e g a r d  
rétrospectif sur l’année qui 
s’est écoulée, le président 
Weah a déclaré que l’année 
2020 a été une année 
particulièrement difficile, 
avec l’éruption de la COVID-
19 qui a eu un effet 
dévastateur sur l’économie 
qui a connu une chute 
vertigineuse. Le Libéria 
n’était pas le seul pays touché 
par la récession économique.

Le dirigeant libérien a fait 
remarquer qu’en plus de la 
p ropaga t i on  e t  de  l a  
dévastation de la COVID-19, 
l’économie a été également 
confrontée à une pénurie de 
dollars libériens.

Selon lui, 40% des billets du 
dollar libérien sont mutilés et 
inutilisables.Il a fait savoir 
que le parlement libérienet 
l’exécutif travailleraient en 
étroite collaboration pour 
d o n n e r  d e s  p o u v o i r s  
supplémentaires à la Banque 
centrale du Libéria pour un 
contrôle et une gestion 
appropriés.

Il a demandéque la Banque 
centrale du Libéria soit 
renforcée par des législations 
pour une bonne gestion 

Cependant, le président 
Weah pense que l’agriculture 
boostera l’économie, estimant 
qu’il est temps de revoiret de 
recalibrer le secteur. « Pour 
assurer la sécurité alimentaire, 
il faut que nous retournions au 
sol.Nous avons la terre, nous 
avons la main-d’œuvre et nous 
avons le climat pour produire, 
alors retournons à la terre», a-t-
il exhorté, avant d’ajouter : « 
c’est une tâche qui est déjà en 
cours. Les activités dans le 
secteur agricole recevront mon 
soutien personnel ».

financière et le traitement 
o p t i m a l  d e s  q u e s t i o n s  
financières.

Pour ce qui concerne la lutte 
contre la corruption, le 
président Weah a déclaré que le 
gouvernement travaillait avec 
les autorités de la Commission 
anti-corruption du Libéria pour 
créer un tribunal pénal «F» pour 
juger exclusivement les affaires 
de corruption.

I l  a  d é c l a r é  q u e  l a  
Commission anti-corruption du 
Libéria avait besoin d’un 
p o u v o i r  d e  p o u r s u i t e  
supplémentaire pour poursuivre 
les individus soupçonnés d’avoir 
c o m m i s  d e s  d é l i t s  d e  
corruption.

Il a annoncé que son bureau 
transmettrait prochainement 
un projet de loi visant à créer un 
tribunal pénal spécialisé et un 
p o u v o i r  d e  p o u r s u i t e  
supplémentaire de la LACC pour 
le rendre efficace dans la lutte 
contre la corruption.

Le président Weah a déclaré 
qu’il soumettrait également un 
projet de loi visant à protéger 
les victimes de sexe et d’abus 
sexuels. Il a ajouté que le projet 
de loi vise à protéger les 
personnes qui seraient victimes 
de harcèlement sexuel, d’abus 
ou d’intimidation.
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La fin de la diplomatie libérale

Par Shlomo Ben-amiWeahveut imprimer

« Il est temps de revoir
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he main opposition 
C o l l a b o r a t i n g  TPol i t ica l  Part ies  

(CPP) has sharply dissected 
P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
M a n n e h We a h ’s  A n n u a l  
Message del ivered this  
Monday before  a joint session 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Legislature,debunking some 
of the President’s assertions.

The CPP has made it a duty 
to analyze every major policy 
speech delivered by the 
President, debunking some of 
the claims and assertions and 
providing clarity to the public. 

At a press conference here 
Tuesday, January 26, Mr. 
A l e x a n d e r  B e n e d i c t  
Cummings, who chairs the 
CPP, said President Weah, in 
his address to the nation, gave 
the impression that all is well. 

On the economy, the 
President reported to the 
Liberian people that GDP 
g r o w t h  w a s  r e v i s e d  
downwards to negative 3.3 
percent in 2020 from negative 
2.5 percent in 2019, reflecting 
a decline, but yet projected 
economic growth in 2021. 

Cummings noted that the 
President claims the Liberian 
dollar has appreciated, 
compared to other currencies, 
but that 40 percent of the 
l o c a l  b a n k n o t e s  a r e  
mutilated, hence seeking 
approval from the legislature 
to print a new family of bank 
notes.

 President Weah also called 
for currency reforms, citing 
that the Central Bank of 
Liberia does not have control 
over 90 percent of Liberian 
dollars outside the banking 
sector, thus recognizing lack 
of confidence in the banking 
sector.

 However, Mr. Cummings 
argues President Weah yet 
failed to tell the Liberian 
people what happened to 
4billion Liberian Dollars (LD) 
printed by the government 
last year, and the alleged 
missing LRD16 billion.

“This does not show an 
economy that is doing well by 
any measure or that is 
expec ted  to  do  we l l ,  
according to his projection. 
Still on the economy, the 
President pronounced that the 
cash carried forward from FY 
2019/2020 to FY 2020/2021 is 
US$7 million, but according to 
the National Budget of Liberia 
2020-2021, Section 1.5 Fiscal 
Table, the unspent cash 
carried forward from 2019-
2020 fiscal year recast budget 
is US$10 million. The question 
is: what happened to the 
difference of US$3 million? 
Given that the surplus budget 
was US$10 million, why are 
civil servants not being paid 
on time; and why are 
government contractors 
including beach and waterway 
worke r s  o r  emp loyees  
including Liberia Water & 
Sewer Corporation (LWSC), 
Liberia Airport Authority (LAA) 

employees, etc are yet to get 
paid? In spite of a so-called 
budget surplus, President Weah 
admitted that our public debt 
portfolio has increased by more 
than US$300 million in just one 
year,” the main opposition said.

Cummings, who also leads the 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC)and contested for the 
Presidency in 2017, maintains 
that Liberians cannot see what 
was done with the US$300 
million, when international 
partners are sponsoring roads 
construction; the nation’s entire 
COVID-response was paid for by 
the international community, 
and government workers’ 
salaries have not been current, 
asking, So, what was the money 
borrowed for?

He said sadly, President Weah 
made zero mention of job 
creation in his Address and that 
under his (Weah’s) Pro-Poor 
Agenda for Prosperity & 
Development (PAPD), the 
government promised to create 
one million jobs over a period of 
five years, and that in three 
years, 600,000 jobs should have 

been created by now but not one 
job was created in 2020.

He said instead of a job 
creation strategy, as promised in 
the PADP, the government has 
actually implemented a job 
destruction strategy through the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  p o o r  
g o v e r n a n c e ,  l a c k  o f  
accountability and transparency, 
judicial interference, and 
general  insecurity which 
u n d e r m i n e s  i n v e s t o r s ’  
c o n f i d e n c e ,  a d d i n g , t h e  
President made no mention of 
new investment, and confirmed 
that confidence in Liberia’s 
investment climate is poor.

Turning to the government’s 
much publicized stimulus 
package, the CPP noted that the 
Pr e s i d e n t  c l a i m e d  o v e r  
40percent food distribution has 
reached 10 counties, benefitting 
1 million Liberians, but revealed 
that, according to a 2020 Afro 
Barometer report, not more than 
16 percent of any social 
demographic group in Liberia has 
received said package and 78 
percent of Liberians say the 
support during the peak of the 
Cov id-19  was  not  fa i r ly  

celebrate the percentage 
increase of students passing 
one subject in WASSCE; what 
mediocrity! Education remains 
a crucial part of the nation’s 
deve lopment  and  unt i l  
Liberians are serious about 
fixing it, the president and his 
administration will continue to 
c e l e b r a t e  m e d i o c r e  
outcomes.”

Cummings also noted the 
President failed to mention 
anything about the much-
heralded National Referendum 
which he campaigned for, 
saying, “It was a deliberate 
omission by the President not 
to report the woeful, sloppy 
and incompetent handling of 
the referendum process, 
where because of the lack of 
civic education, invalid votes 
in some counties reached as 
high as seventy percent.”

“Most importantly, nowhere 
in his speech did the President 
mention the Mil lennium 
Challenge Compact (MCC). The 
r e a s o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
shamefully refused to mention 
MCC is because the program 

ended a few days ago, without 
the possibility of renewal due 
to  the  same med ioc re  
performance: The government 
failure to meet benchmark and 
performance indicators for the 
first time since 2009 and 
failure to heed to several 
warnings in 2019 led to a non-
renewal of the MCC 2. Unlike 
Liberia, Ghana just got 
renewal of MCC2 and Sierra 
Leone just got enlisted in the 
MCC support,” the CPP 
reflected.

According to the CPP, the 
poor leadership of President 
Weah has put Liberia at gross 
disadvantage of not receiving 
much needed funds. It was 
through the MCC1 that nearly 
400 million was sourced in 
grants that went to the 
construction of the hydro and 
power generation and road 
construction.

“While the Pres ident 
highlighted road projects, 
m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  
commenced and funding 
sourced by his predecessor, the 
Pr e s i d e n t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
excluded any reference to the 

distributed.
Commenting on situation at 

the Liberia Water and Sewer 
Corporation, the opposition 
said President Weah claimed 
his government gave the LWSC 
U S $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n .  Ye t ,  
employees of the corporation 
are on strike for salaries, and 
water supply has been cut off 
to Monrovia and its environs 
indefinitely.

It added that the President 
further said under the Covid-
1 9  s t i m u l u s  p a c k a g e ,  
government gave US$1million 
to the Liberia Electricity 
Corporation for electricity 
re l ie f .  However,  many  
communities are without 
electricity, and President 
Weah failed to state the 
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  
benefitting from such relief.

According to President 
Weah, a total of US$26 million 
have been used on the COVID 
response. What the CPP 
cannot understand is why 
health workers are still 
protesting for salaries and 
hazard benefits?

Except for his mention of 
Covid Response, the President 
did not provide any update to 
the Liberian people on the 
status of the health sector. 
The reality is the health sector 
is still very weak and is still in 
need of major interventions. 
Similarly, there was no 
progress update on the 
Agriculture sector. Instead, 
three years  s ince this  
President was inaugurated, he 
is still announcing aspirations 
about what he will do about 
agriculture, Mr. Cummings 
said.

O n  E d u c a t i o n ,  h e  
quotedthe President as saying 
his free tuition policy has 
increased enrollment at the 
University of Liberia from 
eight (8) thousand to eighteen 
(18) thousand.  But the CPP 
counters what the President 
thought Liberians do not 
remember is that before he 
came to power, enrollment at 
the University of Liberia had 
been between twenty (20) to 
thirty (30) thousand students. 
“Additionally, he says the 
President expects Liberians to 

mismanagement of the National 
Road Fund which has created the 
loss of additional resources that 
would have supported the 
development of our National 
Road Network. The past 
government worked with the 
international partners and 
established by legislation in 
2015 the National Road Fund 
with the sole objective of 
generating domestic resources 
to facilitate major investments 
in the maintenance and 
rehabilitation of the national 
road network across the 
country,” the opposition noted.

It argued the Road Fund 
remains a viable domestic 
financial vehicle but has been 
abused by this government to 
the contrary that partners in the 
sectors who committed to 
support the program through 
Matching Fund have reneged 
due to proven mismanagement 
and failure to adhere to agreed 
governance protocols.

“Fellow Liberians, three 
years later, President Weah’s 
administration is still on ‘trial 
and error’ governance, and 
contrary to what the president 
told you, the state of our nation 
remains weak and unstable. You 
do not need President Weah, or 
me, to tell you that the cost of 
living is too high - that prices are 
raising continuously while 
incomes are falling; that too 
many are unemployed as you 
become  s pec t a t o r s  a nd  
bystanders  in  your  own 
economy. A small business 
w o m a n  o r  g o v e r n m e n t  
employee does not need 
President Weah, or me, to tell 
them that we are still importing 
what we can produce, or that 
they cannot get what they 
deposited in the bank because 
there is “no money in the 
banks.” The CPP told the press 
conference.

Mr. Cummings, a former 
c o r p o r a t e  e x e c u t i v e ,  
emphasized Liberians do not 
need President Weah or CPP to 
tell them that incompetence 
and mismanagement at the 
Central Bank have combined to 
create a devastating confidence 
crisis in the banking sector, but 
citizens are living this reality 
every day in the increasing costs 
of transportation, food, school 
fees, rent, and even the costs of 
government-provided services. 

“Too many families are being 
overburdened with more than 
they can bear,” the opposition 
concluded its critique of the 
President’s Annual Message.

Article 58 of the 1986 
Constitution of Liberia reads: 
The President shall, on the 
fourth working Monday in 
January of each year, present 
the administration’s legislative 
program for the ensuing session, 
and shall once a year report to 
the Legislature on the state of 
the Republic. In presenting the 
economic condition of the 
Republic, the report shall cover 
expenditure as well as income. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

CPP critiques Weah’s speech
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
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ormer  Pres ident  
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf Fhas called on Vice 

President Jewel Howard 
Taylor to lead the campaign 
for women leadership in 
Liberia in the next election in 
2023, promising to be in the 
shadow, providing support.

The call has sent a 
shockwave deep inside the 
governing Coalition for 
D e m o c r a t i c  C h a n g e ,  
particularly to President 
George Manneh Weah that he 
could face a serious challenge 
in his second term bid at the 
poll from his Vice President, 
Madam Jewel Taylor in 2023.

The call has also left 

opposition leaders scratching 
their heads on whether they 
are ready to support a woman 
candidate for the presidency 
against their own insatiable 
interest for the highest seat. 

But speaking last Friday at 
an induction ceremony for 
officers of the Liberian 
Women NGO Secretariat in 
Monrovia, Mrs. Sirleaf said 
women in the country face 
marginalization from their 
m a l e  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  
particularly in politics, as 
evident by having only one 
female currently in the 30-
member Liberian Senate.

She rallied women to rise 
up and contest for political 

Assembly in 2017, said it was 
time for the young generation 
to take up leadership in 
Liberia. 

She backed her call 
subsequently by supporting 
the candidacy of George Weah 
against former Vice President 
Joseph Boakai in the 2017 
presidential election.  

To throw a monkey wrench 
into something is a British-
American phrase that simply 
means to foil, disrupt, 
sabotage, frustrate, or cause 
problems to a project or 
activity.

The four Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP), of 
which the UP is a constituent 

member, is yet to settle down 
on who to put forward as a 
presidential candidate to face 
President Weah in 2023 with 
both Ambassador Boakai and 
businessman Alexander B. 
Cummings of the Alternative 
National Congress (ANC), 
another constituent party, 
seem not willing in public to 
reach a compromise. 

However, Madam Sirleaf’s 
call is likely to set President 
Weah and his Vice President 
Jewel Howard Taylor further 
apart  pol i t ica l ly,  with  
suspicious eyes at each other 
on the road to 2023. Story by 
Jonathan Browne 

l eader sh ip  bo th  i n  the  
Legislature and the presidency 
with assurance that she would 
remain in the background to 
provide her support.

“Vice President Jewel Taylor 
should take the lead in 2023 and 
I will be in the shadow to give my 
support,” the former president 
said.

Beyan Kota, the head of the 
Christian Association of the 
Blind (CAB), is supportive of the 
former president’s position. 

Mr. Kota lamented that 
people with disabilities in 
Liberia have been neglected, 
but he believes that if more 
w o m e n  a r e  p l a c e d  i n  
leadership, they will give 

attention to disadvantaged 
people, including the blind and 
the physically-challenged.    

Madam S i r lea f’s  ca l l ,  
rebroadcast early Monday, 25 
January on OK FM 99.5, has been 
greeted with mixed reactions 
here  with  some ca l lers  
describing it as divisive or 
something equated to throwing 
a monkey wrench into her own 
former ruling Unity Party, now 
headed by her former vice 
president, Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai.

Others say it is an awakening 
call and perhaps a betrayal by 
former President Sirleaf, who, 
in her last address before the 
Un i ted  Nat ions  Genera l  

In the Bomi County 
ruling,read by Cllr. Morgan 
Awarthe Board backed its 
Hearing Officer who ruled 
tha t  ha rmle s s  e r ro r s ,  
Mathematical errors made 
were corrected and muted 
and that honest mistakes by 
the Presiding Offer described 
as transposing errorsand 
could not be used to invalid 
the votes. 

In the Grand Gedeh County 
ruling read by Commissioner 
Floyd Oxley Sayer, the NEC 
B o a r d  o b s e r v e d  t h e  
i n c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  
witnesses,that voters were 

denied voting because of no 
face mask and that they were 
under age, that they saw six 
motor bikes carrying six ballot 
b o x e s , a n d  t h a t  t h e  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  u s e d  
Government  veh ic les  to  
transport voters,  

All seven Commissioners of 
the Board including Chairperson 
Davidetta Browne Lansanah, 
Co-chairperson Cllr. P. Teplah 
Reeves, Commissioners Boakai 
A. Dukuly, Barsee Leo Kpankai, 
Cllr. Ernestine Morgan Awar, 
Floyd Oxley Sayor and Josephine 
Kou Gaye heard the case and 
signed the ruling.

Meanwhile, the Board of 
Commissioners has reserved 
rulings into the Lofa County 
electoral  dispute case 
involving CPP Candidate J. 
Browne Samukai verses 
Ahmed Kromah and James 
Mally Complainants in one 
case and KeseleyGayflor, of 
Lofa verses J. Browne 
Samuka i  and  NEC Co-
Appellee. The BOC took the 
decision today Tuesday, 26 
January 2021 following final 
argument between lawyers 
representing James Mally and 
Ahmed Kromah led by Cllr. 
Samuel Kortimai.

Cont’d from page 7
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Ellen pushes Jewel for 2023

NEC reaffirms Snowe
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land disputes, especially now 
that the Land Rights Act has 
been passed,” said Waliaula.

At the same time, UNDP 
S e n i o r  M a n a g e m e n t  
represented by Programme 
Analyst Robert Dorlaie, 
cautioned that the donation is 
not for personal use but rather, 
solely for the activities of the 
project. Dorlaie stressed 
accountability of all assets 
under the Project.

“The project is intended to 
implement programs which 
help communities to settle 
disputes without violence and 
adds value to the investment 
of donors,” Dorlaie pointed 
out.

Meanwhile, Land Authority 
Chairman, Adams Manobah, Sr. 
has intimated that the support 
by UNDP, (LMPTF/PBSO) and 
o t h e r  P a r t n e r s  i s  i n  
continuation of efforts aimed 
at ensuring that land issues are 
effectively tackled in order to 
maintain peace in various 

Liberia Land Authority
communities across the country. 
Manobah mentioned that the 
Authority relies on support from 
partners promised that the 
supplies will be used for the 
purpose intended.

Speak ing  ear l i e r,  GSA 
Director General Mary Broh, 
applauded UNDP for  i t s  
continued support to the 
Government of Liberia through 
v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  a n d  
programmes. She encouraged 
the Land Authority to think 
seriously about ensuring that all 
government land and structural 
properties are deeded.

The supplies include 8 
motorbikes, 8 Dell desktops, 4 
dell laptops, 12 printers, 4 
scanners, 12 pieces of GPS 
Garmin, 8 sets each of Executive 
Office Desks and chairs, 24 
pieces each of semi-Executive 
Office Desks and Drawers, as 
well as side tables, bookshelves, 
filing cabinets, visitor’s chairs 
among others.-Press release

The president might approve 
or veto,” he stresses.

But Cllr. Gongloe observes 
that this is not an Act of the 
Legislature, saying instead 
that what they have under 
their control is their law 
making power with which they 
cannot act upon any piece of 

legislation that comes from a 
source that is not legal. 

“ T h e y  c a n  u s e  t h e i r  
budgetary, their appropriation 
p o w e r  n o t  t o  h a v e  a n  
appropriation approved for the 
LACC, the president will listen. 
That’s the power they have,” he 
cautions.

Don’t approve 
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Billion US dollars, of which 
domestic debt amounted to 
$419.8 Million US dollars, 
while external debt amounted 
to $862.87 Million US dollars.

“This increase in domestic 
debt stock is mainly because of 
t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  a n d  
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Government’s debt to the 
Central Bank of Liberia. It 
includes $170.63 Million US 
dollars that was contracted by 
the previous administration 
but never included in official 
d e b t  s t a t i s t i c s .  T h i s  
irregularity has now been 
corrected. The repayment on 
our domestic debt stock has 
been structured under the 
c u r r e n t  I M F - s u p p o r t e d  
economic program,” the 
Liberian chief executive said.

According to him, the 
government is now working to 
validate the stock of other 
domestic debt, and that while 
this work is ongoing, payments 
on domestic debt have 

h e  B o a r d  o f  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  T(BoC) of the National 

Elections Commission, (NEC) 
has reaffirmed and confirmed 
its declarationsof Edwin 
Melvin Snowe and Zoe 
Emmanuel Pennueas winners 
of the 8 December 2020 
Special Senatorial Elections in 
Bomi and Grand Gedeh 
Counties respectively.

T h e  B o a r d  o f  
Commissioners decisions 
were read on Tuesday, 26 
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1  b y  

res ident  George  
Manneh Weah has Pdisclosed before the 

54thLiberian Legislature that 
the country’s total stock of 
public debt at the end of 2020 
is US$1.580 Billion.

President Weah made the 
disclosure when he delivered 
his 4th Annual Message to 
members of the Liberian 

Commiss ioners  Ernest ine 
Morgan Awar and Floyd Oxley 
Sayer respectively.

The ruling of the BoC grew 
out of the case the Coalition for 
Democratic Change, CDC, 
throughJ. Alex Tyler, Bomi 
County, as Complainant verses 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission, NEC, as first 
Appellee and Edwin Melvin 
Snowe, Bomi County, as second 
Appellee.

The Grand Gedeh County 
case out of the action of appeal 
by the Liberia Restoration Party, 

through Thomas Yaya Nimely 
verses NEC, first appellee and 
CDC, Zoe Emmanuel Pennue 
second appellee, represented 
by Atty. Ade Wade Kerkuleh, and 
Cllr. Jimmy Bombo.

H o w e v e r ,  l a w y e r s  
representing J. Alex Tyler, led 
by Cllr. Amara Sheriff and 
lawyers representing Edwin 
Snowe,  led  by  C l l r.  J .  
LeveliSupuwoodaccepted the 
rulings and announced separate 
appeals to the Supreme Court of 
Liberia.

Legislature Monday, January 25, 
in the William Richard Tolbert 
Joint Chambers of the Capitol 
Building in Monrovia.

Mr. Weah said of this amount, 
domestic debt amounts to 
US$643.39 mil l ion, while 
external debt amounts to 
US$940.93 million.

He explained that at end 
December 2019, the total stock 
of public debt stood at $1.28 

Liberia’s debt hits over US$1.5bn
 -Pres. Weah announces

By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

NEC reaffirms Snowe, Pennue’s victories

Commissioner Morgan Awr reads of the BOC Rulings 
today: Bomi County Electoral Case Snowe Vs. Tyler CONT’D ON PAGE 11

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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