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 new Human Rights 
W a t c h  r e p o r t s  Achronicles how more 

than 20 African governments 
are using the COVID-19 
pandemic to clamp down on 
freedom of the media.  The 
report finds that Zimbabwe’s 
government, long known for 
repressing dissent, is one of 
the worst offenders.  

The report released 
Thursday says officials in 
Zimbabwe are cracking down 
on journalists, political 
opponents, health workers 
and others who criticize the 
government’s response to the 
COVID-19 crisis.  

“In Zimbabwe, we have 
documented a number of 
incidences over the last year. 
And our report references 
three of those," says Gerry 
S impson,  an assoc iate  
director for crisis and conflict 
division at Human Rights 
Watch. "A journalist that was 
beaten at a checkpoint near a 
l o c k d o w n  a r e a .   We  
documented how a journalist 
was detained for nine weeks 
for his COVID reporting 
between July and November 
at various stages last year, 
and finally we have noted how 
Zimbabwe introduced the 

Public Health Order Act in March 
which threatened up 20 years in 
prison for fake news on public 
health matters.” Samuel 
Takawira, a journalist with an 
on l i ne  med ia  ou t l e t  i n  
Zimbabwe called 263Chat, is 
one of two journalists arrested 
last year for interviewing three 
opposition activists who were 
reportedly tortured by state 
security agents. 

“Our arrest served as a 

of the government-affiliated 
Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Commission, confirmed that 
his organization had received 
complaints of abuses raised in 
the HRW report. 

“The re  we re  a  f ew  
complaints when these issues 
were being applied; the robust 
approach in enforcement by 
the police. 

So generally excessive 
enforcement. This is a 
continuous process; we are 
not stopping monitoring, we 
are still carrying on,” he said.

Simpson of Human Rights 
Watch mentioned Uganda and 
Malawi as other countries 
where authorit ies have 
cracked down hard on 
journalists trying to cover the 
pandemic. 

"For example, in Uganda 
where securities killed at least 
54 protestors and injured 45 in 
November, while citing COVID-

reminder  to  a l l  other  
journalists, media people not 
to pursue the story," he said. 
"Obviously, this was a ploy to 
silence people, this was a ploy 
by government to hinder its 
citizens from knowing the 
truth, what transpired to 
these ladies. No wonder why 
(in) their bail conditions," he 
sai, they were not supposed to 
speak to the media.” 

Elasto Mugwadi, the head 

 top Ghana-born 
plastic surgeon in the AUS has successfully 

removed Gorilla Glue from the 
scalp of a woman who sprayed 
it on her hair last month 
mistaking it for hairspray, TMZ 
videos show.It took Dr Michael 
Obeng four hours to remove 
the glue from Tessica Brown’s 
head, the celebrity gossip site 
said.The Harvard-trained, 
Beverly Hills-based doctor 
offered to perform the $12,500 
(£9,000) procedure for free 
when he heard about Ms 

Brown’s plight after she shared a 
v i d e o  o n  T i k To k  l a s t  
week.Nothing she had tried to 
remove the waterproof glue, 
which is usually used for fixing 
bathroom tiles, wood flooring 
and decking, had worked - and 
she had been forced to cut off her 
ponytail as it was pulling her 
sca lp  so  much.After  the 
treatment, an emotional Ms 
Brown can be seen running her 
fingers through her hair.

Asked how she felt, she 
replied that she wished she 
hadn’t had to cut off her 

ponytail.Dr Obeng, who has a 
chemistry background, told 
TMZ that he used various things 
t o  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  
polyurethane, which is the 
main ingredient in Gorilla 
Glue.He did some research and 
came up with a mixture of 
med ica l - g rade  adhes i ve  
remover, aloe vera, olive oil 
and some acetone.

Af te r  mix ing  up  the  
ingredients, he first tested 
them on a dummy, whose hair 
extensions had been sprayed 
with Gorilla Glue, to make sure 
it worked.“She is very very 
lucky that she did not sustain a 
lot of injuries to her scalp. This 
type of ordeal is no joke,” he 
said, adding that the glue had 
made Ms Brown’s ponytail as 
hard as a stick.He urged people 
to take more care to read 
bottles before using products.

Dr Obeng specialises in 
c o s m e t i c  s u r g e r y  a n d ,  
according to his website, he is 
the founder of Restoring 
Emotional Stability Through 
Outstanding Reconstructive 
Efforts (Restore), a charity 
w h i c h  o f f e r s  f r e e  
reconstructive surgery in 
developing nations and trains 
local physicians.BBC

19 regulations saying the rallies 
they were attending were 
illegal and in Malawi, just a few 
weeks ago, in January this year 
at least seven police officers 
assaulted a journalist in the 
capital with pipes and sticks for 
several minutes after he asked 
for permission to photograph 
them enforcing COVID-19 
regulations," he said. 

Human Rights Watch wants 
the U.N. Human Rights Council 
meeting later this month to 
commission a new report 
focusing on states’ compliance 
with their rights obligations in 
responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic, including the impact 
of restrictions on free speech 
and peaceful assembly. 

The U.N. Human Rights 
Council was not immediately 
available for comment on the 
HRW’s report called “Covid-19 
Triggers Wave of Free Speech 
Abuse.” VOA

fficials in eastern 
D e m o c r a t i c  ORepublic of Congo 

are gearing up to begin an 
Ebola vaccination campaign 
following the death of two 
people in North Kivu province.

A 60-year-old female 
farmer died of Ebola on 
Wednesday, six days after a 
42-year-old woman had died 

in hospital of the virus near 
the city of Butembo.

Eugene Nzanzu Syalita, the 
province’s health minister, 
told the BBC that they would 
start inoculating people in 
Masoya, a heath zone near 
Butembo. He did not specify 
when exactly this would be.

In total he said 161 people 
in that area had been traced 

who had had contact with the 
first patient.

Samples are being studied 
in the capital, Kinshasa, to 
assess whether the cases are a 
new strain of Ebola.

The  v i r u s  wa s  f i r s t  
discovered in DR Congo in 1976 
and the country has suffered 
11 outbreaks in total over the 

last four decades.
The last major one was also 

in the east - killing 2,287 
people between August 2018 
and June 2020.

In response to the West 
Africa epidemic, which killed 
more than 11,000 people from 
2014 to 2016, several vaccines 
were developed and were first 
used in DR Congo in 2019. BBC

Zimbabwe Among African Countries Using 
COVID-19 to Crack Down on Journalists, Report Finds

DR Congo to vaccinate against 
Ebola after two deaths

Ghana-born surgeon 
‘unsticks Gorilla Glue woman'

It reportedly took Dr Michael Obeng 
four hours to remove the glue
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HICAGO – Former President Donald 
Trump’s trial in the United States Senate Chas begun, but already a great deal of 

confusion has arisen about fundamental 
questions. Trump’s lawyers argue that the 
Senate is not permitted to hold a trial at all. 
The Constitution says that, “The President … 
shall be removed from Office on Impeachment 
for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or 
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.” Trump, 
according to his lawyers, cannot be removed 
from an office that he no longer occupies.

But the Constitution also states that, 
“Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not 
extend further than to removal from Office, 
and disqualification to hold and enjoy any 
Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the 
United States.” The House impeachment 
managers (who act as prosecutors in the 
Senate trial) note that disqualification can 
apply only to a former officeholder.

The reason is that removal is automatic upon 
conv i c t i on  b y  t he  Sena te ,  wh i l e  
disqualification would require a further vote 
on the fate of the now-former officeholder. A 
person who is impeached and removed no 
longer holds office, and yet the Senate would 
be entitled to vote that he be disqualified.

Because the House voted to impeach Trump 
while he was president, there can be no 
credible doubt about the legitimacy of a 
Senate trial. Imagine a law that says that a 
police officer found to have abused her 
authority may be fired and prohibited from 
being rehired. It would be odd if she could 
evade the sanction of disqualification simply 
by resigning – and thus no longer being a police 
officer – after termination proceedings were 
launched but before they were completed. 
The only difference with Trump is that his term 
expired.

So much for the language of the Constitution. 
As is nearly always the case, founding-era 
debates and historical practice provide little 
additional guidance. While genuflection to the 
founding text is de rigueur nowadays, the real 
question is whether a Senate trial leading to 
disqualification of a former president who had 
been impeached by the House while still in 
office would do harm to the US constitutional 
system.

It is hard to see how it could. Whether the 
subject of the trial is a president or former 
president, conviction requires two-thirds of 
the senators present (after a majority in the 
House approve articles of impeachment). That 
threshold is so high that it would be reached 
only in a case of egregious presidential 
misconduct.

Republican senators must weigh the risk of 
losing votes to challengers in party primaries if 
they vote to convict Trump against the risk of 
losing the support of moderates in the general 
election if they vote to acquit him. Because 
most conservative states will send Republicans 
to the Senate, most Republican senators will 
be warier of primary challenges and vote 
against conviction.

In fact, those senators would rather not vote 
at all – and not be tarnished in the general 

election – which is why all but six Republicans 
preferred to vote that the Senate lacks 
jurisdiction to try Trump. But Democrats may 
have done them a favor by overreaching in 
another respect: by alleging in the single article 
of impeachment that Trump incited an 
insurrection.

In both ordinary language and legal terms, an 
insurrection is an uprising against the 
government. The House managers argue that 
Trump incited a mob to overthrow the 
government. In a technical sense, we might call 
the mob action an insurrection, even though at 
the time Trump was the head of the government 
that he supposedly sought to overthrow.

At least some members of the mob hoped to kill, 
abduct, or intimidate members of Congress and 
(somehow) prevent Congress from certifying the 
election. The argument is that Trump not only 
sparked the mob’s march on the Capitol, but 
also anticipated such a result and deliberately 
brought it about. Then, once the violence 
began, he did too little to stop it.

Maybe. But the better reading of events is that 
Trump was being Trump. By the standards of 
previous American presidents and virtually all 
American politicians, he was extraordinarily 
reckless in insisting for two months that the 
election was stolen and then in using 
inflammatory language with the crowd that had 
gathered to protest the election results.

But he did not directly ask the crowd to engage 
in violence, and there is no evidence that he 
anticipated that they would. Trump, like 
everyone else, must have expected that the 
police would keep the crowd under control, and 
would not have expected them to invade the 
Capitol (something that has not happened since 
the War of 1812, when British troops occupied 
Washington).

Moreover, if Trump had been a private citizen, 
his speech at the rally would have been 
protected by the First Amendment. Even if he 
had called for revolution, he would have done 
nothing illegal, as long as he did not direct a mob 
to engage in “imminent” violence.

Trump’s lawyers argue that the First Amendment 
protects the president in his official capacity as 
well. But no one has ever considered the 
possibility that a president would stir up 
American citizens to attack Congress. A 
president with immense influence and reach 
poses a far greater danger to public order if he 
tells lies and stirs up anger than an ordinary 
rabble-rouser who stands on a stump and 
preaches revolution.

But the claim that Trump incited an insurrection 
is a stretch, and Republican senators seeking to 
justify acquitting him will argue that whatever 
he did, it was not insurrection. The real reason 
to disqualify Trump is that he is a menace to 
American institutions whose reckless, power-
mad antics almost undermined an election and 
will sow mischief for years to come. This should 
be plainly said. Then it’s up to the House 
managers to persuade Senate Republicans – and, 
more important, the citizens who may vote for 
them – that this man should not be allowed to 
run for office ever again.Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 

UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  
Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 

+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

Commending the U.S. for 
donating over 430 textbooks
IN CONTINUOUS DEMONSTRATION of United States-Liberia's 
traditional and historical ties, the Government of America thru the 
U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and the 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Service's Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) recently donated more than 
430up-to-date nursing and midwifery textbooks to the Liberia 
Board of Nursing & Midwifery (LBNM) to help boost Liberia's health 
service delivery.

NEWLY ACCREDITED UNITED States Ambassador to Liberia, 
Michael A. McCarthy, who made the formal handover to LBNM 
authorities last week Friday, 5 February noted, “Our 
understanding of medicine is always improving. That's why it is 
essential for medical students to have up-to-date textbooks. 
Nursing and midwifery affect some of the most vulnerable and 
precious among us: newborns and their mothers. With these 430 
textbooks, the next generation of nurses and midwives can 
practice their craft confidently knowing they are equipped with 
the latest knowledge.”

AMBASSADOR MCCARTHY'S EMPHASIS is very critical to 
healthcare delivery anywhere in the world, particularly Liberia, 
where basic health services are still a challenge. Issue of having 
up-to-date relevant textbooks in our colleges and universities to 
properly prepare medical students, including nurses and midwives 
who are to provide efficient healthcare delivery cannot be 
overemphasized or ignored.

TRAINED AND QUALIFIED health practitioners are 'sine qua non' to 
providing comprehensive healthcare services to the population of 
Liberia. Anything short of that could mean manning our hospitals 
and health centers with square pegs in round holes. News of 
preventable deaths at the hands of health practitioners, including 
midwives in the country basically derives from lack of adequate 
knowledge.

ACCORDING TO THE U.S. Embassy in Monrovia, Ambassador 
McCarthy's first public event on Friday, February 5, 2021 since his 
arrival in Liberia demonstrates the value the U.S. Government 
places on healthcare and critical front-line workers such as nurses 
and midwives.

WE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WELCOME the donation and commend the 
U.S. Government for this important intervention in the Liberian 
health sector, which it has continuously done in line with historical 
ties existing between Liberia and America that has lasted over 100 
years.

WE ALSO LAUD the U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) and the U.S. Department of Health & Human Service's 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) for making 
this gesture possible. As the U.S. Embassy in Monrovia noted via a 
press release, the Government of America supports internal 
medicine residency training and family medicine training, 
including in nursing and midwifery, via the U.S. President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, commonly referred to as PEPFAR.

NOW IN ITS 18th year, PEPFAR supports antiretroviral treatment 
for nearly 17.2 million people living with HIV-AIDS globally – 
including in Liberia. It has also enabled 2.8 million babies to be 
born HIV-free to mothers living with HIV and has provided critical 
care and support for 6.7 million orphans, vulnerable children, and 
their caregivers so they can survive and thrive.

IT'S OUR HOPE that the Liberia Board of Nursing & Midwifery 
would make effective use of the textbooks in ensuring that nurses 
and midwives deployed across the country are up to the task in 
serving the public.
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Why Try Trump?

By Eric Posner
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Dear Father:

Hmmm, my friend Dearboy can say, “When you bypass yor respect, you will 
bother with your disgrace-Ayaka, some people will balance.

They told you to leave the thing, still you were eating it. All the noise the 
children made behind you, you remained stubborn like a fly as if you were 
going to remain in power for life. 

When the people go talk, all you used to do was open that your mouth wide 
and act like you were on your farm. You see na, how you come let these 
children come bring shame on you like this. 

When you were eating wawa, like that, that your respect you were 
bypassing so oh. Didn't you know that the disgrace would have been infront 
of you?

Um, my son, da who you on today so?

Oh, Father, you haven't heard the news? Wait let me lay it on you. Ehnyou 
know da man with the ray lips who was the head for our village Sojar people?

Um uh, I remember him.

Okay, they say the time he was big man for our village Sojar people, he told 
the people to get in some kina susu. The children Uncle Sam's money about 
US$3m, they say he and three of his men just chopped it wawa, no account.

Now, you see, God na get respect for anybody. One Old English man once said 
“the evil da man do can live after them.” Now, this old big man for the Sojar 
people must vomit the money or go to jail.
But that na all oo Father. 

What one leave inside again?

You know that the man recently won our village election to be one of the 
chiefs from one of our Fiefdoms representing his people at the Traditional 
Council? Right now, as I speak to you that his position in jeopardy.

Tell me something my son!

Oh, our village law say no convicted criminal can be elected to any position 
in our village. Which means the way the people at the Palaver Hut fini 
convicting the man now, no way he can take seat at the Traditional Council.

Let them move from there mehn, they get all those killers them who they 
elected to be inside that Traditional Council, that eating Sojar them money 
business the man will not go sit down for? 

By the way,enh they knew the man chopped the Sojar them money before 
they put him there?

Father, it na so oo. The time we were doing the voting, that the Elder them 
under the Small Palaver Hut said he was guilty first oo. But he didn't listened 
and he went running to the Big Palaver Hut.

During that time, the people at the Voting House too could not stop him 
because they na get no fish to fry in criminal matter. Their owner job that 
just to do election. So that time there since the man had fini running to the 
Big Palaver Hut, he still had the right to run. Our Village oracle says, you are 
not guilty until you are proven to be so.

I heard they say the time the people got behind him for the money bisnay, 
somebody advised him to settle the thing quietly but he said no.

At least by this time it was going to be civil matter but that his big mouth put 
him in the trouble today.So, you see, the man put himself in this big mess.

I na know how they will do it oo, but this one the man fini. He can't hold any 
elected position in our village again with that title convicted criminal.

So you see, when you bypass yor respect, you can bother with yor disgrace” 
way in front.

Lord, they say when you bypass your respect, 
you will “bother” with your disgrace

  

With Jones Mallay fredrickdiamondm@yahoo.com
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i ite a  i w u r  n ethe ll r te youths in the party and th s ill contin e to affect CDC futu e cha g s to 

d i  ti nsuccee  n any political elec o s.

i t n its ig p c  The final problem s the fac that CDC has margi alized  or inal olitical allian es,
e n  N l c r e i o e s r  th se i clude, the ationa  Patrioti  Pa ty and the Lib r a Pe pl '  Democ atic Party. All

c l n m e s r te  politi a  appointees are Cedecia s. Me b r  of the alliance are being disc imina d
a s a i D d n d  s  ag in t nd sidel ned by C C political octri e of iscrimination and egregation

e e a a  b e s d d  constitutes a d ep-seated b tr y l y lead r hip en orse  by Pres. We will affect CDC in
 r  l tionany futu e po itical elec s.

Can Pres. Weah Football Popularity Earns Him A 2nd-Term in 2023 Given the 
Humiliating Defeat His Party Sustained in the December 8th.  2020 Senatorial Election?
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Independent Panel stresses
Starts from back page of the severe health impact of the 

pandemic on health workers and on 
people who are vulnerable, including 
elderly populations. It notes that the 
pandemic led to essential health service 
disruptions in at least 90 per cent of 
countries that reported to the WHO. 

The shortages of essential supplies, 
particularly in the earlier stages of the 
pandemic, including of personal 
protective equipment, testing kits, 
oxygen and ventilators, have been of 
great concern. The Panel examined 
reasons for these shortages and 
discussed remedies to avoid these in 
future. 

The Panel discussed current 
challenges, including the inequitable 
allocation and distribution of vaccines, 
and is examining aspects of the vaccine 
value-chain, including governance and 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
p rocu rement ,  a l l oca t i on ,  and  
distribution.  

 
The Panel’s Next Steps
The Panel continues to hear from 

people on the frontlines of COVID-19, 
including in a townhall style “Exchange” 
with midwives today, and in similar 
dialogues will hear perspectives on 
gender, communication of information 
relevant to pandemic preparedness and 
response, community engagement, and 
will hear from community health 
workers.  

The Independent Panel is scheduled 
to meet next on March 16-17, 2021.  It 
will issue its report in May and present it 
to the 74th World Health Assembly which 
is scheduled to begin on 24 May 2021. 

 
Background 
The Independent Panel  was 

established by the WHO’s Director-
General in response to World Health 
Assembly resolution 73.1.  

Its mandate is to review experience 
gained and lessons learned from the 
WHO-coordinated internat ional  
response to COVID-19.  The Independent 
Panel comprises thirteen members, 
including Co-Chairs the Rt Hon. Helen 
Clark, former Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, and Her Excellency Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, former President of 
Liberia.   

The mission of the Independent Panel 
is to provide an evidence-based path for 
the future, grounded in lessons of the 
present and the past to ensure countries 
and global institutions, including 
specifically WHO, effectively address 
health threats.

The Independent Panel will establish 
facts about global and country responses 
to COVID-19, distill lessons learned, and 
will make recommendations for how the 
world can be better prepared to respond 
both to the current pandemic, and to 
future global health threats.

The Panel is following a Program of 
Work, established based on its Terms of 
Reference. -Press Release

Co-Chair Sirleaf said.
 
The Panel met virtually for its 

fourth meeting on February 9 and 10, 
2021. 

Panel moving towards evidence-
based recommendations for global 
reset

Since its first meeting last 
September, the Independent Panel’s 
work has been informed by hundreds of 
documents, expert consultations 
across many sectors, case studies, 
submissions received by the Panel from 
Member States, civil  society, 
academics and citizens, town hall 
meetings, and dozens of interviews 
with those on the frontlines of 
pandemic preparedness and response. 

In their opening remarks at the 
fourth meeting, the Co-Chairs noted 
that the Panel is well advanced in its 
investigation and analysis and will soon 
begin to formulate recommendations 
aimed at ensuring that the world is 
better prepared for future global 
health threats. 

Co-Chair Clark said that the recent 
Progress Report issued by the Panel 
“made it clear that we are 
independent, unafraid of airing 
uncomfortable truths, and determined 
to help drive improvements in 
pandemic prevention, preparedness, 
and response,” and that “we have a 
duty to continue to issue carefully 
thought through positions which are 
based on evidence.” 

The Panel’s recommendations will 
p ropo se  way s  i n  wh i ch  the  
international community - from the 
global to the national and community 
levels - can implement changes to 
better prepare for, detect, sound the 
alarm on, and respond to future 
pathogens with pandemic potential. 

As  the Panel  prepares i ts  
recommendations for its report in May, 
it will also continue to gather evidence 
and hear from experts and those on the 
frontlines, including through its series 
of town-hall Exchanges. 

WHO, the international system and 
impact on health and health systems 

At its fourth meeting, the Panel 
continued to discuss areas of its 
Program of Work.  Panel members 
considered what an ‘ideal’ system for 
pandemic preparedness and response 
might look like, the functions required 
of it, and the gaps existing in it today. 

Panel members reviewed the World 
Health Organization’s (WHO) role and 
performance during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and issues concerning its 
mandate and functions, organizational 
capacity, governance and financing, 
and the Director-General’s authority. 

In its January Progress Report, the 
Panel made it clear that while the 
world was more reliant on an effective 
WHO than ever before, it has been 
kept under-powered and under-
resourced to do the job expected of it. 

The Panel also considered analyses 
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More headline news   More headline news

rooked land dealers 
who are criminally Cselling portion of a 

government-owned land in 
OMEGA Paynesville, risk 
arrest,  detention, and 
prosecut ion i f  caught,  

Montserrado County Land 
Commissioner Daniel Debois 
has warned.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference in Paynesville 
City, Commissioner Debois 
said the warning comes in the 

wake of a reported ‘stay order’ 
placed on the sale of the OMEGA 
land by the Paynesvi l le  
Magisterial Court.

He said the Government of 
Liberia is the sole owner of the 
OMEGA land that contains 8,377 

acres out of which; some crooks 
have sold 377 acres.

He revealed that a group of 
unscrupulous  ind iv idua l s  
conniving with illegal land 
dealers from a Bassa settlement 
near OMEGA sued him (Debois) 

and Dr. Edward Liberty for 
occupying the land, but said 
during legal battle in court, 
t h e y  d e f e a t e d  t h e  
complainants.

He said after losing the 
case at the Paynesville 
Magister ia l  Court,  the 
criminal land dealers then 
wrote President George M. 
Weah and the Minister of 
State for Presidential Affairs 
Na than i e l  McG i l l  who  
t r a n s f e r r e d  s a i d  
communication to the Liberia 
Land Authority, and the LLA 
subsequently forwarded same 
to the Ministry of Justice 
without any fruitful outcome.

He said a group of citizens 
from Lofa County under the 
umbrella CASA Group, who 
were displaced in Monterrado 
County in 1991 during the 
Liberian Civil War, bought 15 
acres of the land.

Commiss ioner Debois  
explained the displaced 
Lofians went through the 
normal process of land 
acquisition in Liberia, only 
waiting for signing of their 
respective deeds.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
disclosed that he and Dr. 
Liberty whose names were 
placed in the recent writ 
don’t live in OMEGA and are 

Montserrado County Land Commissioner Daniel Debois

Dr. Akinwumi A. Adesina

h e  C e n t e r  f o r  
Transparency and TAccountability in 

L i b e r i a  ( C E N TA L )  h a s  
welcomed the recent ruling 
from the Supreme Court of 
Liberia in a corruption case 
involving former Defense 
Minister Mr. J. Brownie 
Samukai and his two deputies.

“We at CENTAL want to 
express delight over recent 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r u l i n g  
affirming the judgment of the 
first judicial circuit court 
Criminal Assizes “C in the case 
involving the former Defense 
M i n i s t e r,  h o l d i n g  t h e  
defendants guilty of the crime 
of theft of property, criminal 
conspiracy, and misuse of 
public money,” CENTAL said 
Wednesday, 10 February.

The case relates to funds 
contributed by men and 
women of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia (AFL) towards their 

pension, but were used 
without their approval by the 
former Defense Minister and 
his two deputies.

Addressing a major news 
conference at CENTAL office in 
Monrovia, Mr. Anderson 
Miamen, Executive Director of 
CENTAL said though they 
believe that the court missed 
an opportunity to cal l  
corruption by its name, 
CENTAL however remains 
optimistic about the decision 
of the court.

According to Miamen, the 
court admonished public 
officials to have legal reliance 
and a legal basis for the 
fulfillment of their statutory 
responsibilities as laid down by 
statue, and their special 
duties as commanded by the 
head of state.

“We are of the opinion that 
this position by the court 
presents a teaching moment to 

public officials who go to any 
length to endear themselves to 
t h e  p r e s i de n cy  o r  a n y  
authorized individuals at the 
expense of our laws and public 
interest,” he adds.

Miamen further says CENTAL 
agrees with the court that a 
minister or public official 
receiving presidential orders, 
whose obedience requires 
violation of an existing policy or 
law has a duty to advise the 
president or cause the Minister 
of Justice to advise the 
president.

Referencing the court’s 
decision further, he says if the 
president insists on the 
implementation of the illegal 
order, the minister has the 
option to disobey the president 
and resign honorably with 
integrity.

CENTAL says while the ruling 
of the court references the 

presidency due to the facts 
presented by the case under 
review, it strongly believes that 
it applies to other public 
officials and individuals taking 
i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  
superiors.

Meanwhile CENTAL has 
called on President George M. 
Weah to timely appoint a new 
Chairperson at the Liberia Anti- 
Corruption Commission (LACC), 
the government’s leading entity 
in the fight against corruption in 
the country.

“We call for a broad base 
consultation with civil society 
organizations, development 
partners, and other critical 
stakeholders in processes 
leading to the recruitment of 
the next LACC Chairperson, and 
officials of public integrity 
institutions across the country,” 
CENTAL continues.—Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

CENTAL welcomes 
court’s ruling
-Calls for speedy determination

By Lewis S. Teh 

he President of the 
A f r i c a n  TDevelopment Bank 

( w w w. A f D B . o r g ) ,  D r.  
Akinwumi A. Adesina, has 
called for fair access to 
COVID-19 vacc ines  for  
Africans and said debt relief 
would help African economies 
recover faster and better 
from the pandemic.

Speaking on 8 February at a 
virtual event held in his 
honour as the outgoing 
African of the Year of African 
Leadership Magazine, the 
Bank President warned that so 
long as the coronavirus was 
unchecked in any part of the 
world, no one would be safe.

"There is light at the end of 
the tunnel – it just happens to 
be a very long tunnel. I am 
very positive that African 
economies will bounce back 
over the next two years, but 
the speed of recovery will 
depend on ensuring that 
Africa gets enough vaccines 
for its population," Adesina 
said.

"The world must not short-
change Africa on access to 
vaccines," he added.

He also said significant 
debt relief would be key to 

accelerating African economies' 
recovery from the COVID-19 
crisis.

"To recover faster, Africa will 
n e e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e b t  
forgiveness from bilateral and 
official creditors," he said 
during the virtual event 
attended by Douye Diri, the 
Governor of the Nigerian state 
of Bayelsa, and Benoy Berry, 
Chairman of Contec Global 
Worldwide.

Adesina added: "While 
developed countries have 
been spending trillions of 
dollars for fiscal stimulus, 
Africa does not have such 
resources. The payment for 
vaccines is already adding to 
the already high debt 
burden."

A h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  
conversation was Adesina's 

AfDB President Adesina says vaccines and debt 
relief will be key to Africa's recovery from COVID-19

Comm. Debois warns illegal land dealers    
By Emmanuel Mondaye

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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Dr. Whapoe announces that 
in addition to paying the 
tuition of the kids, their 
parents should also reach out 
to him when they need food 
and help for medication, 
saying he strongly believes 
that there should be no child 
left behind.

“And equally, I want to 
encourage all parents whose 
kids will be benefiting from 
our No Child Left Behind 
initiative today, that even if 
there is hunger in your home, 
please contact us. We will feed 
our students until they can 
complete the semester,” he 
says.

“If the child is sick, you 
cannot make it, contact us so 
we can be able to help them … 
go to hospital,” he adds.

He notes that he has 
decided to extend helping 
hand to the seven students 

who have qualified based on the 
financial situation of the nation 
and the situation that their 
parents are going through.

Referencing a biblical 
guidance for one to be his 
brother’s keeper, Dr. Whapoe 
says the only thing you can do to 
be your brother’s keeper is to 
identify with someone when 
they are in need.

He appreciates the parents 
for demonstrating that they 
actually needed the help by the 
way they made efforts to attend 
to calls and even reaching out to 
his office.

In separate responses, the 
parents including Helena Davis, 
Tata Fanta Kamara, Cecelia 
Davis and Abraham Zayzay, 
expressed gratitude to Dr. 
Whapoe and the VOLT party for 
the initiative, wishing him 
God’s blessing.

Starts from back page

Dr. Whapoe commits 
rcelorMittal Liberia 
is said to have shown Aa strong indication 

t h a t  i t s  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  
technical, and administrative 
prerequisites to advance into 
the next phase of its mining 
operations here are well on 
course. 

A number of very positive 
observations were made, 
with some issues also 
identified as being areas that 
can be improved upon during 
recent technical visit by 
official s of the Ministry of 
L a n d s  a n d  M i n e s  a t  
A r c e l o r M i t t a l  L i b e r i a  
Concession in Yekepa and 
Buchanan.

The team headed by Mr. 
Emmanuel O. Sherman, 
D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  f o r  
Opera t i on s ,Rex fo rd  C .  
Sartuh, Assistant Minister for 
Mineral Exploration and 
Environmental Research, 
FahnsetMulbah, Director of 
Concession, Samuel T.K. 
Wilson, Director of Mines, 
Joshua Arku, Inspector 

General of Mines, and Ernest 
M. Manseah, Director of 
Liberian Geological Survey.

In Yekepa, ArcelorMittal 
Liberia’s Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) Johannes 
Heystek, reported to the 
technical team on the 
company’s mining operations 
and provided safe access and 
support for their visit to 
various sites on the mines as 
well as facilities operated by 
the company.

Areas visited in Yekepa by 
Deputy Minister Sherman and 
his technical team included 
the Gangra and Tokadeh 
Mines, the ore crushing plant, 
t h e  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  
Vocational Training Center 
(VTC), the ArcelorMittal 
L i b e r i a  S c h o o l s ,  t h e  
company’s hospital, and the 
Maintenance workshop. 

Deputy Minister Sherman 
praised the very high quality 
of training being offered at 
the VTC and recognized the 
positive livelihood programs 

and environmental actions 
b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  b y  
ArcelorMittal Liberia. He also 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
improvements in some other 
areas.

“I am impressed with the 
Vocational Training Center 
(VTC). In terms of human 
resource development, I think 
the VTC is doing extremely 
w e l l … . . . s a m e  w i t h  t h e  
Environmental Department, 
they are really doing a great 
job. In terms of the company’s 
schools, the elementary division 
is doing well, but the high school 
needs improvement. Regarding 
the hospital, the company has 
brought some new equipment 
a n d  p r o g r e s s i n g  w i t h  
renovations, but I would like to 
see this work fast tracked.”

The second leg of the visit 
took the Lands & Mines 
Ministry’s technical team to 
Buchanan where they were 
received by Scott Lowe, Chief 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  
ArcelorMittal Liberia.

In the introductory meeting, 
CEO Lowe said it was a great 
honour to welcome Deputy 
Minister Sherman and his team 
and stressed that ArcelorMittal 
Liberia was proud to be 
operating in Liberia for the last 
fifteen years.

“Even more importantly, we 
have plans to continue growing 
as company, and we recognize 
the responsibility we have to 
stakeholders…our employees, 
surrounding communities, and 
the Government of Liberia 
(GOL),” explained CEO Lowe. 

Lowe shared an overview of 
the company’s expansion plan 
known as  Phase  I I  and  
highlighted the many benefits in 
jobs, training of Liberians, and 
revenue for the government.

“We have very exciting plans 
to restart work on construction 
of the concentrator and upgrade 
of infrastructure to step up to 
15mtpa of premium iron ore 
products. This work is planned 
to begin once the update of the 
M i n e r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Agreement amendment is 
concluded. Not only is this 
exciting for ArcelorMittal 
Liberia, to the best of my 
knowledge this will be the 
biggest mining project 
anywhere in Africa in 2021,” 
CEO Lowe highlighted. 

In Buchanan, the technical 
team was provided access to 
all areas and facilities of 
ArcelorMittal Liberia where 
they toured the hospital, the 
housing Loop, the Rail 
Department, the port, and 
other facilities.

Debriefing executives of 
ArcelorMittal Liberia at the 
close of the visit, Deputy 
Minister Sherman said it was 
important to consider the 
critical timeline of the Phase 
II expansion project. He 
assured the group that once 
his team’s report is submitted 
to the Inter-ministerial 
Conces s i on  Commi t tee  
(IMCC), they will work to 
recommend the IMCC gives 
approval of the Definitive 

Feasibility Study (DFS). 
“There’s a need for urgent 

approval and we’ll push it at 
the highest level. The more 
iron ore ArcelorMittal Liberia 
produces, the better it is for 
the government and people of 
Liberia,” Deputy Minister 
Sherman emphasized.

However, he also called on 
ArcelorMittal Liberia to make 
improvements in several 
important areas highlighted 
by his team.

Responding, Scott Lowe, 
CEO of ArcelorMittal Liberia 
said while the company has 
made a lot of progress, it also 
recognizes that it is not 
perfect, and remains open to 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  
recommendations on the 
areas to improve. 

“I can say with confidence 
and pride, that our operations 
and facilities are in a better 
shape than when I first 
joined…but I am very much 

Arcelor Mittal Liberia positive about future

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Cont’d from page 6

not party to the land, which 
clearly indicates that the 
illegal dealers know nothing 
about the land in question.

According to him, those 
claiming ownership of the 
OMEGA land during legal battle 
in court presented a deed 
bearing the year 1951 while 
the government presented its 
deed for 1947, which takes 
precedent over the 1951 deed.

He said the Government of 
L i be r i a  ha s  g i ven  the  
Paynesville City Corporation 
(PCC) the legal authority over 
the OMEGA land as evident by 
the deployment of city police 
officers on the land to prevent 
illegal trespassing and illegal 
sale of the property.

Mr. Debois recalled that in 
1 9 4 7  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
government constructed the 
OMEGA Towel and while the 
towel was still there, these 
unscrupulous individuals 
started selling portion of the 
land, causing government to 
lose needed revenue.

“I will continue to arrest, 
detain, and prosecute those 
who are in the habit of illegally 

selling government land; [I’m] 
warning those buyers that they 
also risk arrest if they bought 
any portion of the OMEGA land 
from anyone besides the 
government that owns the 
OMEGA land.”

He emphasized that each of 
the Lofa displaced citizen who 
occupied portion of the OMEGA 
land are entitled to half lot, 
which the government through 
the Liberia Land Authority (LLA) 
has endorsed.

He recalled a similar 
cr iminal  land syndicate  
involving some individuals in 
C o l d w e l l  T o w n s h i p ,  
Montserrado County, which 
compelled government to 
moved in and arrest the 
situation.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h e  
observed, was successful in 
reclaiming the Caldwell land 
from illegal occupants and area 
is currently being used for 
ongoing construction of the new 
Redemption Hospital project, 
vowing not to rest until all 
government land illegally sold 
in the county are retrieved. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Comm. Debois warns 

Grab a copy of today’s edition
or visit: https://thenewdawnliberia.com/
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FrançaisFrançais

e fils du président 
l ibér ien,  George LWeah Jr., a provoqué 

u n  m i n i - i n c i d e n t  
diplomatique entre son pays 
et la France après avoir 
participé à une soirée très 
arrosée, malgré le couvre-
feu. Et ce n’était visiblement 
pas la première…

« Les dérives de quelques-
uns ne sauraient ruiner les 
efforts de tous. » Un peu plus 
de 48 heures après que le 
Premier ministre français, 
Jean Castex, a fustigé les 
organisateurs de « fêtes 
clandestines », l’intervention 
des services de police pour 
interrompre l’une d’elles a 
fait couler beaucoup d’encre, 
de Paris à Monrovia.

En cause, l’identité de 
l’acteur principal de ce « 
scandale » : George Weah Jr., 
33 ans, le fils du président 
libérien. Selon la version 
délivrée par le quotidien 
français 20minutes, ce 
dernier a été interpellé dans 
la nuit du 1er au 2 février pour 
« outrage et rébellion ». Après 
des plaintes de voisins 
mécontents, les policiers sont 
intervenus vers 3 h 30 du 
matin dans un appartement 
du VIIIe arrondissement de 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Par is ,  dans  lequel  se  
trouvaient huit personnes.

Immunité diplomatique
Tandis que les policiers 

dressaient une série de procès-
verbaux pour non-respect des 
mesures sanitaires, George 
Weah Jr., visiblement alcoolisé, 
s’en serait verbalement pris à 
eux en des termes peu amènes. 
Le fils du chef de l’État libérien 
montre alors un passeport  de 

d i p l o m a t i q u e  a u x  
policiers, qui l’interpellent 
tout de même. Après un 
passage au commissariat du 
XVIIe arrondissement de 
Paris, il a été relâché, avec 
une convocation pour le jeudi 
suivant, en vue de vérifier la 
validité de son immunité 
diplomatique.

À peine révélée, l’affaire 

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Il y a 3 ans, les 2 pays 
s’opposaient sur le tracé de 
leur frontière maritime, le 
conflit avait alors été réglé 
d e v a n t  l e  T r i b u n a l  
International du Droit de la 
Mer (TIDM) à l’avantage du 
Ghana.

Aujourd’hui, le temps est à 

l’alliance dans un projet 
amenant à une entente, sur le 
modèle des pays exportateurs 
de pétrole, transposé au marché 
du cacao.

Face aux mastodontes du 
secteur, que sont entre autres 
MARS, NESTLE, CARGILL ou 
encore FERRERO, les 2 pays ont  

décidé de venir au chevet 
de l’industrie du cacao, et 
défendre les intérêts des 
planteurs en contrôlant 
davantage les prix.

À eux deux, la Côte-
d ’ I v o i r e  e t  l e  G h a n a  
produisent plus de 65% de 
cacao mondial. Mais ils 
restaient jusque-là largement 
dominés, dans le partage des 
revenus issus du cacao, par 
d e s  p e t i t s  p a y s  n o n -
producteurs, tels que la 
Suisse, les Pays-bas et la 
Belgique.

Avec une production 
d’ensemble estimée à plus de 
3 millions de tonnes de cacao 
par an sur les 4,6 millions que 
représente la production 
mond i a l e ,  l e s  2  pay s  
représentent à eux seuls plus 
de 65 % du marché. La Côte 
d’Ivoire et le Ghana sont donc 
des partenaires privilégiés et 
incontournables pour les 
sociétés majeures utilisant 
cette matière première.

La filière Café Cacao, qui 
participe, directement ou 
indirectement, à la vie de plus  

encouragement pour les 
djihadistes et un choc 
supplémentaire pour un 
pays qui en a déjà trop subi. 
Mais des considérations tant 
militaires que politiques 
poussent désormais dans le 
sens d’une réduction de 
voilure.

D’abord parce que « 
Barkhane » mobilise des 
effectifs conséquents qui 
seraient utiles ailleurs, 
c o m p t e  t e n u  d e  l a  
multiplication des théâtres 
de tensions dans un monde 
incertain. Il n’est pas inutile 
non plus d’envoyer le 
message aux autorités en 
place, pas toujours loyales, 
que la protection de Paris 
n’est pas un dû et que leurs 
propres soldats doivent 
prendre le relais.

Les deux craintes qui 
motivent l’intervention 
française – vague migratoire 
et contagion terroriste 
touchant la France d’une 
part, prise de contrôle d’un 
pays francophone par des 
islamistes, avec menace 
d’extension à l’ensemble du 
golfe de Guinée d’autre part 
– doivent être réévaluées. 
Aucune des multiples 
attaques terroristes visant 
l’Hexagone n’est liée aux 
événements sahéliens, et 
rien ne permet d’affirmer 
q u ’ u n e  m o n t é e  e n  
puissance des religieux 
p r o v o q u e r a i t  p l u s  
d’émigration que le chaos 
actuel.

Sombre expérience
Alors que Paris, en 2013, 

volait au secours des 
Maliens face à un ennemi 
perçu comme une branche 
d’un djihadisme mondial, 
l e s  s o l d a t s  f r a n ç a i s  
combattent désormais des 
dj ihad i s tes  enrac inés  
localement, prospérant sur 
des conflits ancestraux et 
sur la révolte contre 
l ’ a b s e n c e  d ’ E t a t .  
L’influence des leaders 
religieux dans la vie 
politique et parmi les 
militaires au pouvoir est 
telle que l’islamisation de la 
République malienne paraît 
difficilement évitable.

Paris envisage désormais 
de négocier avec « certains 
éléments » des groupes 
djihadistes. La sombre 
expérience du retrait 

Editorial. Les opérations 
« Serval » puis « Barkhane », 
où 5 100 militaires sont 
engagés, ont, certes, mis 
hors d’état de nuire 
plusieurs chefs djihadistes, 
mais elles n’ont empêché ni 
la montée des violences 
entre civils, ni les percées 
islamistes au centre du Mali.

Editorial du « Monde ». 
Que fait la France au Mali ? 
H u i t  a n s  a p r è s  
l’intervention militaire 
déclenchée par François 
Hollande pour stopper une 
c o l o n n e  d j i h a d i s t e  
menaçant Bamako, la 
réponse à cette question 
apparaît de moins en moins 
claire. La promesse de la 
reconstruction, grâce à la 
protection des soldats 
français, d’un Etat malien 
capable de juguler la 
menace islamiste et de 
répondre aux besoins de 
justice et de sécurité des 
populations, a volé en 
éclats avec l’échec du 
président Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita, dont l’impéritie a été 
sanctionnée, en août 2020, 
par un coup d’Etat militaire.

Les opérations françaises 
« Serval » puis « Barkhane », 
où 5 100 militaires sont 
engagés, ont, certes, mis 
hors d’état de nuire 
plusieurs chefs djihadistes ; 
elles ont aussi permis 
d’éviter une trop grande 
porosité entre le Sahel et le 
bourbier libyen. Mais elles 
n’ont empêché ni la montée 
des violences entre civils, ni 
les percées islamistes au 
centre du Mali, ni la 
contagion au Niger et au 
Burkina Faso voisins.

D e s  e f f e c t i f s  
conséquents mobilisés

Avant même la mort 
récente de cinq militaires 
français – qui porte le bilan à 
cinquante « morts pour la 
France » depuis 2013 –, le 
risque d’enlisement dans 
une zone grande comme 
l’Europe était si patent que 
l’armée elle-même avait 
commencé à envisager de 
restreindre sa présence. 
Une telle perspective, 
difficile à officialiser au 
lendemain de ces drames 
humains, ne peut plus être 
écartée. Certainement pas 
sous la forme d’un retrait 
brutal, qui constituerait un 

Liberia : quand George Weah Jr. fait 
la fête à Paris en pleine pandémie

Côte d’Ivoire et Ghana, 
vers une OPEP du cacao ? 

La France face 
au bourbier malien
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HICAGO – Alors que vient de débuter le procès 
de l’ancien président Donald Trump devant le CSénat américain, une grande confusion règne 

déjà autour de plusieurs questions fondamentales. 
Les avocats de Trump considèrent que le Sénat n’est 
tout simplement pas en droit de mener un procès. La 
Constitution énonce quant à elle : « Le président 
[et…] seront destitués de leurs charges sur mise en 
accusation et condamnation pour trahison, 
corruption ou autres crimes et délits majeurs ». 
Selon ses avocats, Trump ne peut être destitué d’un 
poste qu’il n’occupe plus aujourd’hui.

Mais la Constitution énonce également : « La 
sentence dans les cas d’impeachment ne pourra 
excéder la destitution ou l’incapacité de tenir et de 
bénéficier de toute fonction honorifique, de 
confiance ou rémunérée relevant des États-Unis ». 
Les dirigeants de la Chambre partisans de 
l’impeachment (qui font office de procureurs dans le 
procès au Sénat) soulignent ainsi que la notion 
d’incapacité ne peut en l’occurrence s’appliquer 
qu’à un ancien titulaire de la fonction.

En effet, la destitution est automatique après le 
prononcé d’une condamnation par le Sénat, tandis 
que l’incapacité nécessite un nouveau vote sur le 
sort de l’ancien titulaire de la fonction. Ainsi, alors 
qu’une personne destituée et disqualifiée n’occupe 
plus ses fonctions, le Sénat est censé voter 
l’incapacité de la personne concernée.

La Chambre ayant voté l’impeachment de Trump 
pendant sa présidence, la légitimité d’un procès 
devant le Sénat ne fait aucun doute. Imaginez 
qu’une loi énonce qu’un officier de police ayant 
abusé de son autorité soit susceptible d’être licencié 
ou interdit d’exercer ce métier. Il serait étrange que 
ce policier puisse échapper à la sanction d’une 
incapacité en se contentant de démissionner – et par 
conséquent de ne plus être officier de police – après 
l’ouverture de procédures de destitution 
inachevées. La seule différence avec Trump, c’est 
que son mandat a expiré.

Intervient encore et toujours une question 
d’interprétation de la Constitution. Comme c’est 
presque systématiquement le cas, les débats autour 
de l’esprit des fondateurs et des pratiques 
historiques ne permettent pas réellement 
d’avancer. Si la primauté du texte fondateur est 
aujourd’hui de rigueur, la vraie question consiste à 
déterminer si un procès devant le Sénat, susceptible 
d’aboutir à la disqualification d’un ancien président 
destitué par la Chambre pendant son mandat, risque 
de mettre à mal le système constitutionnel 
américain.

Cela semble peut probable. Que l’accusé du procès 
soit un président ou un ancien président, la 
condamnation exige une majorité de deux tiers des 
sénateurs présents (après l’approbation des articles 
de mise en accusation par une majorité à la 
Chambre). Le seuil est par conséquent si élevé qu’il 
ne peut être atteint qu’en cas d’inconduite 
présidentielle grave.

Les sénateurs républicains doivent ainsi mettre en 
balance le risque de perdre des votes au profit 
d’adversaires lors des primaires du parti s’ils 
décident de voter la condamnation de Trump, et 
celui de perdre le soutien des modérés lors des 
élections législatives s’ils votent son acquittement. 
Dans la mesure où les États conservateurs enverront 
des Républicains au Sénat, la plupart des sénateurs 
républicains se méfieront sans doute davantage des 
adversaires aux primaires, et voteront ainsi contre 
une condamnation.

Ces sénateurs préfèreraient en réalité ne pas voter 
du tout – pour éviter de ternir leur image dans la 

perspective des législatives – ce qui explique que tous 
les Républicains, sauf six, aient décidé de considérer 
que le Sénat n’était pas juridiquement compétent pour 
juger Trump. Les Démocrates leur ont toutefois sans 
doute fait une faveur visant un peu trop haut, c’est-à-
dire en faisant valoir dans leur seul article de mise en 
accusation que Trump avait incité à l’insurrection.

Dans un langage ordinaire et juridique, le terme 
insurrection s’entend d’un soulèvement contre le 
gouvernement. Les dirigeants de la Chambre 
considèrent que Trump a incité un groupe violent à 
renverser le gouvernement. Techniquement, l’assaut 
mené par ce groupe peut être qualifié d’insurrection, 
même si au moment du soulèvement Trump était 
encore à la tête du gouvernement censé être renversé.

Certains membres au moins de ce groupe violent 
entendaient tuer, séquestrer ou intimider les membres 
du Congrès, et empêcher d’une manière ou d’une autre 
le Congrès de certifier l’élection. Le raisonnement 
consiste à dire que Trump n’a pas seulement incité 
cette marche violente jusqu’au Capitole, mais qu’il 
avait également anticipé cet événement en le 
promouvant délibérément, puis, une fois les violences 
apparues, qu’il n’a rient fait pour les stopper.

Peut-être. Mais dans une meilleure lecture des 
événements, on peut considérer que Trump a tout 
simplement fait du Trump. Comparé aux autres 
présidents des États-Unis, et à presque tous les 
responsables politiques américains, Trump s’est 
montré extraordinairement irresponsable, en insistant 
pendant deux mois sur l’idée d’une élection volée, puis 
en employant un langage incendiaire devant le foule 
réunie pour contester les résultats de l’élection.

Pour autant, il n’a pas directement ordonné à la foule 
de commettre des violences, et rien ne prouve qu’il 
s’attendait à de tels comportements. Comme nous 
tous, Trump a sans doute supposé que les forces de 
police maintiendraient la foule sous contrôle, et 
n’imaginait probablement pas que celle-ci pourrait 
envahir le Capitole (ce qui n’était pas arrivé depuis la 
guerre de 1812, lorsque les troupes britanniques 
avaient occupé Washington).

Par ailleurs, si Trump avait été un citoyen ordinaire, 
son discours lors du rassemblement en question aurait 
été protégé par le Premier Amendement. Même s’il 
avait incité à une révolution, il n’aurait rien commis 
d’illégal, tant qu’il n’ordonnait pas à la foule de se 
livrer à des violences « imminentes ».

Les avocats de Trump font ainsi valoir que le Premier 
Amendement protège également le président dans ses 
fonctions officielles. Personne n’aurait pu en effet 
imaginer qu’un président incite des citoyens 
américains à s’attaquer au Congrès. Un président à 
l’influence et à la portée considérables représente un 
danger bien plus grave pour l’ordre public s’il se livre à 
des mensonges et sème la haine qu’un agitateur 
ordinaire debout sur une estrade et prêchant la 
révolution.

L’affirmation selon laquelle Trump aurait incité à 
l’insurrection est en réalité une déformation, et les 
sénateurs républicains déterminés à justifier son 
acquittement feront valoir que quoi qu’il ait fait, il ne 
s’agissait pas d’une insurrection. La véritable raison 
pour laquelle Trump doit être incapacité, c’est parce 
qu’il constitue une menace pour les institutions 
américaines, dont les facéties et imprudences liées au 
pouvoir ont failli anéantir une élection, et feront 
perdurer des mensonges pendant plusieurs années 
encore. C’est tout simplement ça qu’il convient de 
dire. Il appartient ensuite aux dirigeants de la Chambre 
de convaincre les Républicains du Sénat – et, plus 
important encore, les citoyens susceptibles de voter 
pour eux – que cet homme ne doit plus jamais être en 
capacité de présenter sa candidature à ce poste.

FrançaisFrançais
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Pourquoi juger Trump ?

Par Eric Posner

de 5 millions de personnes 
en Côte d’Ivoire, souffre 
toujours d’une chaîne de 
valeur mal maîtrisée. En 
effet, le peu, voire l’absence 
de transformation de cet or 
brun, induit une très faible 
création de valeur ajoutée, et 
cons t i tue  i n  f i ne ,  un  
important manque à gagner 
pour les planteurs. Première 
bataille remportée À l’heure 
où l’industrie cacaoyère 
attend toujours sa révolution, 
les pouvoirs publics des 2 pays 
représentés par les présidents 
Alassane Ouattara et Nana 
Akufo-Addo, tous deux 
fraîchement réélus à la tête 
de leurs États, ont pris le 
problème à bras le corps dans 
leurs politiques économiques. 
Les  2  gouvernements ,  
p o u r t a n t  d e  c o u r a n t s  
l i b é r a u x ,  o n t  d é c i d é  
d’intervenir directement 
dans cette filière stratégique. 
Ceci par l’intermédiaire du 
Conseil Café Cacao (CCC) pour 
la Côte d’Ivoire et le Cocoa 
Board (Cocobod) pour le 
Ghana en instituant le 
Différentiel de Revenu Décent 
(DRD).Cette participation, 
payée par les géants du 
secteur, est évaluée à 400 
dollars par tonne en plus du 
prix du marché. Elle permet 
de rémunérer comme son nom 
l’indique, décemment les 
planteurs. Cela répond 
également à la volonté des 
consommateurs finaux d’une 
production plus éthique, plus 
responsables et respectant 
l e s  n o r m e s  
environnementales.

Mais pas la guerre
La mise en place du DRD au  

est vite reprise par une 
grande partie de la presse 
française, et largement 
relayée sur les réseaux 
sociaux. Dès le lendemain de 
l’interpellation, Le Parisien 
dévoile des photos volées 
prises par des voisins. Le 
quotidien relaye aussi les 
plaintes de riverains excédés 
par les soirées à répétition 
qu’aurait organisées George 
Weah Jr. dès le premier 
confinement, dans son 
logement de Saint-Germain-
en-Laye, commune huppée de 
la banlieue parisienne. Un 
logement luxueux – 120 m2, 
avec une terrasse de 50m2 – 
où, à en croire les témoins 
cités, les fêtes « avec des 
filles et du champagne » se 
succédaient sur fond de 
musique tonitruante.

Toujours selon ces voisins 
mécontents, l’ intéressé 
aurait à plusieurs reprises 

1er octobre 2020, qui est une 
première réponse posant les 
bases du rééquilibrage des 
relations commerciales entre 
les planteurs et les entreprises 
du chocolat, a déjà du plomb 
dans l’aile. Les 2 institutions du 
c a c a o ,  I v o i r i e n n e s  e t  
Ghanéennes, dénoncent un 
contournement du dispositif par 
les industriels. En témoignent, 
les achats importants réalisés le 
mois dernier sur les marchés à 
terme de New-York et non 
auprès des cacaoculteurs, 
évitant ainsi de payer le surplus 
négocié.Argument réfuté par les 
industriels qui expliquent, 
qu’avec  le  coronav i rus ,  
inversement aux attentes, la 
consommation mondiale de 
chocolat a baissé. Sur 2020, 
l’offre ayant été supérieure à la 
demande n’a pas joué à 
l’avantage des planteurs.

Sur ce marché générant 100 
milliards de dollars de revenus, 
un rapport de force inédit s’est 
i n s ta l l é  en t re  l e s  pay s  
producteurs de cacao et leurs 
clients. Abidjan et Accra qui ont 
besoin d’un « cacao fort » pour 
soutenir leur croissance, 
menacent de ne plus certifier 
les produits de la filière. Or, il 
s ’ a g i t  d ’ u n  a r g u m e n t  
commercial important pour ces 
grandes marques dont les 
clients demandent toujours 
davantage de transparence.

La stratégie commune de ces 
2 pays importants de l’Afrique 
francophone et de l’Afrique 
anglophone portera-t-elle ses 
fruits ? Sur du long terme, un 
compromis est inévitable entre 
les producteurs et leurs clients 
qui ne peuvent vivre l’un sans 
l’autre.

exh ibé  son  pa s sepor t  
diplomatique devant les  
policiers appelés pour tapage 
nocturne.

George Weah « fâché »
Dans un court entretien 

accordé au Parisien, publié ce 
vendredi, George Weah Jr. tente 
de désamorcer le scandale. 
Affirmant être allé s’expliquer 
au commissariat du VIIIe 
arrondissement de Paris, 
accompagné d’un représentant 
de l’ambassade du Liberia à 
Paris, qui a confirmé son 
identité, il affirme avoir 
échangé sur le sujet avec son 
père.« Il est très énervé et très 
fâché, explique-t-il. Ma famille 
est très mécontente de cette 
situation, car elle joue en 
défaveur d’une réputation qui a 
toujours été très propre. » 
Promettant que « cela ne se 
reproduira plus », il a en outre 
présenté ses « excuses » à ses 
voisins mécontents.

Liberia : quand George Weah Jr.

Côte d’Ivoire et Ghana, 
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he President and 
C o m m a n d e r - i n -TChief of the Armed 

Forces of Liberia (AFL), Mr. 
George Manneh Weah, has 
called on the gallant men and 
women of the AFL to remain 
dutiful and law-abiding as 
they project themselves as 
citizen- soldiers.

During observance of the 
64th Armed Forces Day on 
Thursday, 11 February at the 
Barclay Training Center in 

Monrovia, President Weah 
further praised personnel of 
the AFL for their services 
rendered both nationally and 
internationally that have 
made Liberia to claim her 
p lace in  internat ional  
peacekeeping missions.

According to the Ministry 
of Defense, President Weah 
said the AFL is an important 
p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  
implementat ion of  h i s  

Government’s development 
agenda, the Pro-Poor Agenda for 
Prosperity and Development 
(PAPD).

A Defense Ministry release 
quotes Mr. Weah as saying the 
AFL has a frontline role in 
d i f f e r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  
initiatives across the Country, 
ranging from construction works 
on the 14 Military Hospital, 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Public Works on road repairs 

and  rehab i l i ta t ions  and  
renovation of houses in various 
barracks around the Country.

The President also assured 
the men and women in arms of 
his unflinching support to their 
professional development and 
welfare, adding that he will 
ensure that massive renovation 
works are carried out at the 
various barracks to address the 
i s s u e  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  
accommodations facing the 

military personnel and their 
dependents.

F u r t h e r,  M r.  W e a h  
promised to strengthen the 
logistical capacity of the 
Engineering Company of the 
AFL so that in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Public 
Works, it can respond to the 
necessity of road in the 
Country.

T h e  p r e s i d e n t  a l s o  
revealed that the Minister 
Defense has informed him 
about a plan to activate the 
Agricultural Company of the 
Armed Forces of Liberia, to 
include AFL veterans, in order 
to deal with the issue of Food 
Insecurity in Liberia.

For his part, the Minister of 
National Defense Daniel D. 
Ziankahn said, “The Armed 
Forces of Liberia has a unique 
opportunity to plan for the 
future and now is the time to 
build a military that will cater 
to the future needs of our 
country; a military that will 
continue to represent the 
admiration of the Liberian 
people.”

The Defense Boss called for 
budgetary allocations to 
begin the recruitment and 
training process of the AFL 
and the investment in 
infrastructure improvements 
at various military barracks to 
meet the accommodation 
needs of military personnel 
and their growing families, 
and provide the basic needs 
that reflect sustenance of the 
men and women in arms. 

This year’s Armed Forces 
Day, which was held under the 
theme: “THE MILITARY IN 
DEMOCRACY,” was observed 
with limited attendance due 
t o  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  
Protocol.—Press release

Weah urges AFL to remain dutiful

induction into the magazine's 
African Leadership Hall of 
Fame for  " ra i s ing  the 
performance bar" in Africa.

A f r i c a n  L e a d e r s h i p  
Magazine Chairman Ken Giami 
said the African Development 
Bank had scored some 
outstanding achievements in 
2020 under President Adesina 
and had "infected" Africa with 
optimism.

Giami said: "ALM feels very 
proud of the President's 
contribution as he has raised 
the performance bar for 
future African of the Year 
winners. Indeed, his award 
was a call for greater service 
to the people, especially at a 
time when Africa needed true 
leadership."

Adesina vowed that the 
African Development Bank, in 
co l laborat ion  wi th  i t s  
partners, would continue to 
lead Africa's recovery and 
development after the 
pandemic, with a focus on 
y o u t h ,  w o m e n  a n d  
healthcare.

"Together, we will create new 
opportunities for African youth 
and trigger a youth-based 
wealth system for Africa. 
Together, we will ensure that we 
deliver financing for African 
women," he said in his  
concluding remarks.

He stressed: "Together, we 
will support Africa to build 
world-class, quality healthcare 
infrastructure, while ensuring 
also that the continent builds its 
pharmaceutical and vaccine 
industrial production."

African leaders who have 

previously won the African 
Leadership Magazine African 
of the Year award include 
former Liberian President and 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (2011); 
Sudanese businessman Mo 
Ibrahim (2012); former Vice 
President of Nigeria Atiku 
Abubakar (2013); former 
President of Tanzania Jakaya 
Kikwete (2014); Tanzanian 
b u s i n e s s m a n  a n d  
philanthropist Mo Dewji 
(2016); and President of 
Rwanda, Paul Kagame (2017).

n i t e d  S t a t e s  
A m b a s s a d o r  t o  ULiberia, Mr. Michael 

McCarthy says, the alleviation 
of poverty, increase in security 
and  s t ab i l i t y  and  the  
promotion of private sector 
led economic development is 
at the heart of his country’s 
assistance program to Liberia.

“For our assistance efforts 
to be successful, we have to 
ensure through research and 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  t h a t  o u r  
programs will reach their 
t a r ge t s  and  meet  the  
longstanding goals  and 
objectives of both countries to 
alleviate poverty, increase 
security and stability, and very 
importantly – promote private-
s e c t o r  l e d  e c o n o m i c  
development,” Mr. McCarthy 
told incoming Foreign Service 
students at the Foreign Service 
Institute on Wednesday 
February 10. 

The US Ambassador who 
gave an historic account of 
both US-Liberia bilateral 
relationship narrates that in 

his conversations with Liberian 
government officials, he has 
been  emphas i z ing  how 
sustainability and investment 
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i s  
government. 

He also disclosed how he 
has been reaching out to civil 
society and business sector 
representatives to hear their 
perspectives and better 
understand the environment 
in which they operate.

“ I’ve appreciated the 
chance to meet with the 
managers of some of Liberia’s 
l a rges t  emp loyer s  and  
t a x p a y e r s  –  i n c l u d i n g  
Firestone, APM Terminals, and 
ArcelorMittal – to hear about 
the both the challenges and 
the opportunities they see 
here and the large investments 
t h e y  h a v e  m a d e , ”  h e  
explained. 

He encouraged the Liberian 
future diplomats to consider 
ways that they can support 
their country’s development 
and cultivate business and 

f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t  
opportunities. 

“You should have knowledge 
of the sectors in which Liberia is 
most competitive and the areas 
in which Liberia wants to 
expand investment,” he said.

Mr. McCarthy further that it 
is important that the diplomatic 
students educated themselves 
on the current investors and 
concession holders in the 
countryto be able to develop 
relationships with companies 
and businesses that could invest 
here and contribute to Liberia’s 
job growth and revenue base 
when stationed abroad. 

According to him, Liberia 
though small, it is well known 
internationally. He pointed out 
that the country’s “unique 
history, filled with enormous 
trials but also remarkable 
accomplishment, resilience and 
hope sets you apart and is 
known to the world.”

He paid tributes to Liberian 
diplomats, such as Ambassador 
Angie Brooks, the first African 

female President of the United 
Nations General Assembly or 
Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations Ambassador 
Nathan Barnes who signed the 
Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights on behalf of Liberia, 
saying the latter has been at the 
forefront of international 
organizations and multilateral 
institutions. 

Mr. McCarthy is of the hope 
that the students’ diplomatic 
studies will include the topic of 
public diplomacy and the 
importance of building not just 
government to government 
relations, but people to people 
ties. 

“By  t e l l i n g  L i be r i a ’s  
compelling story to the world, 
you can promote interest in 
Liberia and its present-day 
agenda and objectives. You can 
showcase the genuine progress 
that has been achieved in 
L i b e r i a  a n d  e n g e n d e r  
understanding and cooperation 
going forward. 

US Ambassador emphasizes 
security & stability here

Cont’d from page 6 AfDB President Adesina

Grab a copy of today’s edition
or visit: https://thenewdawnliberia.com/

Pres. George Manneh Weah

Ambassador Mr. Michael McCarthy 



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN  11

aware we need to keep 
improving. We want to be 
t ran spa rent  about  ou r  
operations and remain a 
r e s p o n s i b l e  c o r p o r a t e  
citizen,” Lowe emphasized.  

In the last fifteen years of 
operations, ArcelorMittal 
Liberia has been a strategic 
partner to the country. 

In his recent Annual 
Message to the Liberian 
Legislature, President George 

M. Weah highlighted the huge 
prospects of the USD $ 800m 
ArcelorMittal Liberia expansion 
plan, which he said “will 
produce a superior quality 
content and triple the quantity 
o f  i r o n  o r e  e x p o r t e d ,  
representing a very large 
increase  in  government  
revenues from mining and 
additional construction jobs 
starting this year.”

 group under the 
banner,  C i t i zens  AUnited for Equal 

Justice has promised a massive 
protest if Bong County 
Superintendent Esther Walker 
does not hand over her son to 
Police.

Phillip Bestlow, the son of 
Superintendent Walker was 
reported by parents of a rape 
victim in July of last year for 
allegedly tempering with their 
daughter.

According to Assistant 
Commissioner of Pol ice 
Frederick Neppay, Police have 
since launched a man hunt for 
Phillip but is nowhere to be 
seen.

Some insiders who begged 
not to be named told our Bong 
County Correspondent that 
Superintendent Walker in 
December of last year, bought 
a plane ticket for the rape 
suspect to leave the Country.

The group said it is all 
together unacceptable for the 
Superintendent to keep mute 
about the issue even though it 
is alleged that she even aided 
the victim with cloths and 

foods weeks after the incident 
occurred.

The group according to its 
president Peter Kollie, Madam 
Esther Walker is a woman and if 
her dignity should be respected 
as a leader, she needs to do all it 
takes to ensuring that her son 
faces Justice.

Mr. Kollie told Journalist via 
mobile Interview that his group 
will no longer relent in taking to 
the streets placards to claim 
central government attention 
to the situation.

"The sup. has been accused 
by some citizens of sending her 
son outside of the Country, this 
is unconfirmed but if we find 
out that it is true, it will be 
different because we ourselves 
will get her out of that position" 
he adds.

O u r  B o n g  C o u n t y  
C o r r e s p o n d e n t  s a y s  
Superintendent Walker has not 
commented on the issue as she 
keeps saying that it is not timely 
to talk about her son alleged 
involvement in the reported 
case. -By:  Joseph Titus  
Yekeryan

ofa County Electoral 
D i s t r i c t  # 1  LR e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Francis S. Nyumalin, Sr., says 
Lofa County people who 
believe in their son, former 
Defense Minister, now Lofa 
Senator – Elect, J. Brownie 
Samukai, are going to help 
raise the money that he has 
been ordered by the Supreme 
Court to restitute following 
his conviction.

Liberia’s Supreme Court on 
Monday, 8 February upheld a 
lower court ruling but with 
modification, convicting ex-
President Ellen Johnson – 
Sirleaf’s longest serving 

Defense Minister, Mr. Brownie 
Samukai, his deputy Joseph P. 
Johnson and Mr. James 
Nyumah Dorkor for the 
unauthorized spending of 
soldiers’ pension money.

However, the Supreme 
Court ruled in the corruption 
case Monday that  the 
sentences shall be suspended 
provided that the convicted 
former Defense Ministry 
officials restitute the full 
amount of US$1.147, 656m or 
(pay) 50 percent within the 
period of six months, and 
f o l l o w i n g  t h a t ,  m a k e  
appropriate arrangement to 
pay the remaining percent in 
one calendar year.

But reacting to the court’s 
decision, Rep. Nyumalin notes 
that to the extent that the 
court will determine that 
Samukai should be held liable 
for executing the written 
order of the then Commander 
– in – Chief of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia (AFL), Mrs. 
Sirleaf, there is nothing 
anyone can do about it.

“The Lofa County people 
who believe in their son 
Samukai are determined to 
help raise the money and help 
to pay government’s money. 
And … certainly we will do,” 
he said Wednesday, 10 
February on local broadcaster 
OK FM.

Rep. Francis S. Nyumalin 

argues that “the kind of imperial 
presidency this country has,” it 
could be anybody other than 
Brownie Samukai serving as 
Defense Minister, and you have a 
wr i t ten  order  f rom the 
Commander – in – Chief of the 
AFL, it would have been 
executed.

On the basis of such 
argument, Rep. Nyumalin insists 
that the Supreme Court’s 
decision against Samukai is 
going to teach current and 
would – be ministers of 
whatever ministry a lesson.

He argues that there is 
documentary evidence that 
Samukai did not take a penny to 

use it.
In a ruling Monday, 8 

February at the Temple of 
Justice in Monrovia, the 
Supreme Court sentenced 
former Minister J. Brownie 
Samukai, his deputy Joseph P. 
Johnson and Mr. James Nyumah 
Dorkor to serve a term of two 
years each in a common jail.

But the court has suspended 
the jail sentence and instead 
g a v e  t h e  c o n v i c t s  t h e  
opportunity to restitute the full 
amount of US$1.147,656m or 
(pay) 50 percent within the 
period of six months, and 
f o l l o w i n g  t h a t ,  m a k e  
appropriate arrangement to pay 
the remaining percent in one 
calendar year.

Should the convicts fail on 
these mandates, the Supreme 
Court says they shall be 
incarcerated in common jail 
and remain there until the full 
amount is paid. In its 
judgment, the Supreme Court 
says every withdrawal from 
the Armed Forces of Liberia 
(AFL) Pension Account should 
have been by authorization or 
consent of the AFL soldiers.

The Supreme Court says 
the unrelated expenses of 
US$1.147,656m on the 
i n s t r u c t i on  o f  f o rmer  
President Sirleaf was without 
the pale of the law, and the 
appellants (defendants) are 
held personally liable for the 
unauthorized expenditure on 
the account.

After initially being given a 
suspended sentence by the 
Criminal Court “C” last year, 
M r.  S a m u k a i  l a t e r  i n  
December 2020 won the 
Senatorial election in Lofa 
County, but has not been 
seated yet in the Senate due 
to challenges brought against 
the election results by his 
rival.

All three officials were last 
year adjudged guilty by the 
lower court of the crimes of 
misuse of public money, a 
felony of the first degree, 
theft of property for over a 
million USD, a felony of the 
second degree, and criminal 
conspiracy.

Last year, Criminal Court 
“C” Judge Yamie Quiqui 
Gbeisay sentenced Samukai 
and his deputy Joseph P. 
Johnson to  two years  
suspended imprisonment, 
provided that they resituate 
the whole or substantial 
amount of the judgment sum 
within six months and 
stipulate restitution of the 
balance within 12 months.

Further, Judge Gbeisay had 
s e n t e n c e d  t h e  t h i r d  
defendant James Nyumah 
Dorkor to a suspended six 
month s  impr i s onment ,  
provided that he restitutes his 
share of the judgment sum in 
whole or in substantial part in 
six months and files a 
stipulation to pay the balance 
in 12 months.

Mr. Brownie Samukai

Starts from page 7
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Lofaians to raise money for Samukai
By Winston W. Parley
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Based on that, he says he 
brought the families of these 
kids that are benefitting to 
see what their situation is, 
saying he is happy to make 
such intervention.

“So having been informed 
about the social and economic 
status of our citizens in post 
war Liberia, the Vision for 
Liberia Transformation Party, 
through its political leader Dr. 
Whapoe, is pleased to offer 
you the No Child Left Behind 
financial assistance to help 
y o u  m a x i m i z e  y o u r  
potential,” the certificate 
awarded to each of the seven 
beneficiaries reads.

Dr. Whapoe says he intends 
to put half of million U.S. 
Dollars into the initiative, 
revealing that he has the 
money available.

Bu t  he  make s  i t  a  
requirement for each of the 
parents of the seven kids to 
bring report cards of their kids 
so that the office can be able 
to make further assistance 
available for the next 
semester.

he Independent  
Panel for Pandemic TPreparedness and 

Response has underscored the 
imperative of maintaining 
p r o v e n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
measures against COVID-19, 
particularly as new variants 
emerge.   

“The pandemic continues 
its twists and turns, and will 
likely have more surprises in 
store,” said Co-Chair Helen 
Clark at the opening of the 
Panel’s fourth meeting. 
“Countries and citizens alike 

pposition Vision for 
L i b e r i a  OTr a n s f o r m a t i o n  

Party (VOLT) political leader 
Dr. Jeremiah Z. Whapoe 
announces a half million 
Liberian Dollar financial 
assistance intended to help 
pay tuition for kids whose 
parents are facing social and 
economic challenges to meet 

must use all possible means to 
try to stop the spread of COVID-
19, protect health, save lives, 
and preserve fraying health 
systems.” 

Co-Chair Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf warned that the 
continued spread of COVID-19 is 
i m p a c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
differently across regions, 
ethnicities, gender, socio-
economic status, and other 
factors. 

“Frontline workers are daily 
in harm’s way, yet many are not 
yet receiving the support they 

need,” said Co-Chair Sirleaf. 
“The rapid spread of variants 

of the virus across multiple 
geographies definitively proves 
that ending this pandemic 
requires global vaccination. 
More than 134 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine have been 
administered world-wide, but 
sub-Saharan Africa is being left 
behind. Yet we are all in this 
together as one planet, one 
community. Ubuntu:  What 
happens to one, poor or rich, 
strong or weak, happens to all,” 

their needs.
Launching his “No Child Left 

Behind” initiative at VOLT office 
in Sinkor Thursday, 11 February, 
Dr. Whapoe said he has been 
giving such help over the years, 
but this particular initiative is 
being undertaken after a 
business friend in the United 
States asked him to identify few 
kids that need to benefit from 
the scholarship program. CONT’D ON PAGE 6

CONT’D ON PAGE 5

Dr. Whapoe commits half million LD for students’ assistance

By Winston W. Parley

Independent Panel stresses the need for proven health measures against COVID-19
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