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he boyfriend of a
South African
woman, whose

murder gatvanised protests
against viotence against
women in the country, has
been charged with her
murder at a court in
Johannesburg.

Ntuthuko Ntokozo Shoba is
accused of ptanning
Tshegofatso Pute's murder
and paying the kitter.

The body of the preghant
28-year-otd was found
hanging from a tree two years
ago, with muttipte stab
wounds.Mr Shoba was not
asked to enter a ptea during
his court appearance.

Last week, a Johannesburg
court sentenced another
man, Mzikayise Matephane, to
20 years in prison after he
pteaded guitty to murdering
Ms Pute.

In a ptea agreement read
out in court by his tawyer,
Matephane, 31, said he had
been offered 7,000 rand
(£340; $480) by Mr Shoba to
carry out the kitting but had
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Bﬂ“fl‘iﬂllll charged for murder
of SA pregnant woman

dectined. The offer went up to
70,000 rand before he accepted,
he said.Matephane totd the
court that Mr Shoba "did not
want his wife to find out about
the unborn baby".Prosecutors
have charged Mr Shoba, who was
arrested tast week, with
murder, conspiracy to commit

murder, and defeating the
ends of justice.

The 32-year-otd, whose
tegs were shackted, wore an
att-btack suit and shirt in his
first court appearance on
Monday, news site TimesLive
reported.

Ms Pute's uncte Tumisang

It is alleged that Mr Shoba did not want his wife to find =
out that he was expecting a baby with another woman

nty eight African
countries out of
more than 50 have a

computsory system to register
deaths, a BBC investigation
has found.This is not just a
faiture of the state to
recognise individuat
tragedies but has enormous
imptications for the making of
government poticy.Att but
two countries in Europe -
Atbania and Monaco - have a
universat death registration
system, and in Asia, just over
hatf, anatysis of UN data
shows.But in Africa it is onty

The cost of not
counting the dead

Egypt, South Africa, Tunisia,
Algeria, Cape Verde, Sao Tomé
and Principe, Seychettes and
Mauritius that have what are
catted functioning, computsory
and universat civit registration
systems - known as CRVS
systems - which record deaths.

Att of the countries surveyed
by the BBC, working with
researchers from the UN's
Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA), do have some sort of
death registration.

But it is often on paper and
not avaitabte in a shareabte
digitised form. The information

“South Africa has the highest Cov ' .at oll
in Afrrca : according to off:cral flgures _

may be used in a tocat area
but cannot catcutate
mortatity trends on a nationat
tevet.In the wake of the Ebota
epidemic, and now Covid-19,
having an accurate picture of
who is dying, from what and
where, is cruciat when it
comes to attocating resources
and funding.

This atso has imptications
for tracking maternat and
chitd mortatity as there are
chitdren whose birth and
untimety death go
unrecorded.

This not onty robs them of a
"right to an identity", in the
words of Wittiam Muhwava -
the head of demography at
the UNECA based in Addis
Ababa - it atso means that
tessons are not tearnt.

"In order to hetp the tiving,
we need to count the dead,”
UN Poputation Fund
demographer Romesh Sitva
totd the BBC.Those who are
missed out on the registers
are often the poorest and
sociatty exctuded, he adds,
and the absence of
information about their
deaths means that measures
to deat with the causes are
sometimes not taken. Despite
investments, CRVS systems

Katake said that seeing Mr
Shoba in court reopened "otd
heat."He added that the famity
knew that Ms Pute was dating
Mr Shoba, but did not know
"what type of retationship they
had".

According to the famity she
had gone to see Mr Shoba i his
house in Ftorida on the West
Rand district, 16km (nine
mites) west of Johannesburg,
in June 2019, after he invited
her to go shopping for the
unborn baby, hews24 reports.

They got into an argument
and he tater catted a taxi
whose driver turned out to be
Matephane.

On 5 June Ms Pute's body
was found hanging from a tree
in Roodepoort area in the West

Rand district.Her death was
widety condemned and inspired
the hashtag #JusticeForTshego
on Twitter, the BBC's Pumza
Fihtani reports from
Johannesburg.

In a country with one of the
highest tevets of viotence in the
wortd, inctuding high cases of
femicide, Ms Pute's death
distressed many, our reporter
adds.

In response, President Cyrit
Ramaphosa reteased a
statement denouncing gender-
based viotence, saying the
pandemic had made it more
dangerous for women because
"viotent men are taking
advantage of the eased
restrictions on movement to
attack women and chitdren”.

As many as 51% of women in
South Africa had experienced
viotence at the hands of
someone they were in a

eading Rwandan
opposition
potitician Seif

Bamporiki has been shot
dead in South Africa, where
he tived in exite.Mr
Bamporiki was putted from
his vehicte in a township in
Cape Town before being
kitted, potice said.

Pretiminary
investigations showed he
had been kitted in a
robbery, potice said. But Mr
Bamporiki's party, the
Rwanda Nationat Congress
(RNC), said the motive was
stitt unctear.

Rwanda has previousty
been accused of targeting
dissidents in South Africa.

It has consistentty denied
the attegation.The RNC was
formed in exite by opposition
potiticians who accuse
President Paut Kagame's
government of being
authoritarian, and of being
intoterant of dissent.

Mr Bamporiki ran a bed
shop in Cape Town. He was
making a detivery in Nyanga
township on Sunday when he
was shot after being
confronted by two men,
potice said.

"The deceased was putted
from his vehicte and shot
white the 50-year-otd man

who accompanied him
managed to escape unharmed.

"The suspects who are yet
to be arrested fted with the
deceased's vehicte, and we
have reason to betieve that the
motive for the murder was
robbery,” potice added in a
statement to the BBC.

RNC spokesman Etienne
Mutabazi gave a different
account, saying Mr Bamporiki
was kitted after a gunman fired
a singte shot through the
window of the car.There was
specutation on sociat media
that Mr Bamporiki had been
kitted in a potiticat hit, but Mr
Mutabazi said he did not know
whether this was the case,
reports the BBC's Nomsa
Maseko from South Africa's
main city, Johannesburg. BBC

remain dysfunctionat, forcing
governments to rety on
surveys... which by the time
they are pubtished are atready
outdated,” says Irina Dincu,
from the Centre of Excettence
for CRVS systems.When it

comes to coronavirus there is a
concern that its true extent in
some countries is not futty
understood.It has been widety
reported that Africa's Covid-19
death tott is far tower than in
other parts of the wortd. BBC
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EDITORIAL J COMIMENTARY

Political tolerance is key |
to peace and stability !

IN HIS DEPARTING comments to the peopte of Grand Gedeh County I
on Saturday, February 20, 2021 at the Zwedru City Halt, President I
George Manneh Weah emphasized the need for potiticat toterance in
the county in order to move ahead with economic devetopment. He I
urged Grand Gedeans who voted for him overwhetmingty during the
2017 etections to toterate opposition views in fostering a democratic
cutture in their midst.

THE CALL IS in direct referefce to viotence in Zwedru City, Grand
Gedeh County on Thursday, 30 Juty 2020 when hundreds of thugs
throwing stones and waving machetes prevented the teader of the
opposition Atternative Nationat Congress and former chairman of the
Cottaborating Potiticat Parties (CPP) Atexander B. Cummings, and
Montserrado County District#10 Representative Yekeh Kotubah from
stepping out to address supporters in the county after a stopover
from Marytand County.

THE OPPOSITION DELEGATION woke up to a nightmare on the 30th
of Juty tast year when angry youths, armed with stones, sticks and
cuttasses, among others barricaded B-2 Motet in the heart of Zwedru
City, where Mr. Cummings, Representative Kotubah and other
members of their entourage todged. The mobs threatened to tynch
Rep. Kotubah for constantty ranting invectives at President George
Manneh Weah.

THAT INCIDENT RECEIVED condemnation from the Grand Gedeh
County Legistative Caucus and the internationat communication with
catts for speedy investigation to bring the perpetrators to justice.
Findings of investigation by the government are yet to be made
pubtic.

BUT PRESIDENT WEAH was very emphatic on Saturday when he totd
citizens of the county that despite their support for his
administration, they shoutd toterate opposition potiticians as
guaranteed under the Constitution.

WE BELIEVE THE remark by the President is important in promoting
diversity of opinions or contrary views as required by freedom of I
speech. Mr. Weah further stressed that there woutd be no I
devetopment both in Grand Gedeh and the entire Liberia without

peace, so peace and toterance for one another shoutd be uphetd. I
WE JOIN THE President in catting on citizens of that county to cherish I
toterance and peace for the sake of nationat unity and economic I
progress. Devetopment cannot thrive in chaos. I

ADDITIONALLY, GRAND GEDEANS shoutd be reminded in no I
uncertain terms that Liberia is not for any pacific President or I
administration. Rather, the democratic space, thru the Constitution

attows a person to be etected at the battot box to govern the state for I
aspecific tenure. I

NO MATTER WHO is etected President, that person automaticatty
becomes teader for the entire Repubtic, which inctudes both his own
supporters and the opposition. He may not be tiked or toved by att of I
the citizens but toterance requires that criticat or contrary views are I
expressed without threats to those expressing such views. I

IN FACT, CRITICAL views strengthen democracy and the government I
in power to govern wett in the interest of att citizens, inctuding the

opposition. If a President succeeds in his administration, it is Liberia I
that gets the credit. I

THIS IS THE message President Weah wants the peopte of Grand I
Gedeh County to run with: He appreciates so highty that they tove I
him 100 percent, as demonstrated at the battot box, but at the same
time, others may express contrary views about his teadership. This
shoutd not give his supporters right to go after those peopte who
criticize his government. History has proven time and again, that I
doing so is counterproductive.

Netbawn
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By Melvyn Krauss

The Draghi Power Triangie

Itaty’s prime minister made ctear that his

nationat unity government witt not onty
be about domestic Itatian potitics and poticy
reforms, but about Europe, too. Draghi has
signated nothing tess than a dramatic
reconfiguration of European poticymaking,
with major consequences for Europe and the
European Union’s retations with Russia and
the United States.

STANFORD - Mario Draghi’s first speech as

As prime minister, Draghi witt be a member of
the inftuentiat European Councit; in fact, he
shoutd be one of its core teaders, atong with
his French and German counterparts,
Emmanuet Macron and Angeta Merket. As Jorg
Asmussen, a member of the European Centrat
Bank’s executive board when Draghi was ECB
president, put it shortty before Draghi’s
instattment, “European potitics might shift
into more of a triangte.”

Asmussen was right. In his maiden speech to
Itatian tawmakers, Draghi stressed that Itaty
woutd “need to better structure and
strengthen the strategic and essentiat
retationship with France and Germany.”
Ctearty, the reconfiguration of European
potitics witt be a top priority for his
government. “Without Itaty, there is no
Europe,” Draghi said.

And there is no Europe without further EU
integration. Taking aim not onty at anti-euro
Itatian poputists tike Matteo Satvini, Draghi
said, “Supporting this government means
sharing the irreversibitity of the choice of the
euro,” adding that it atso “means sharing the
prospect of an increasingty integrated
European Union that witt arrive at a common
pubtic budget capabte of supporting countries
in times of recession.”

Draghi’s ascension to the European stage
atongside Macron and Merket atso impties
ctoser EU-US retations. US President Joe Biden
coutd not find a better atty in Europe. Itaty’s
new government, Draghi vowed, witt be
“strongty pro-European and Attanticist, in tine
with Itaty’s historicat anchors.” This marks a
break with the foreign poticy of Giuseppe
Conte, the previous prime minister, who had
atigned Itaty more ctosety with China. Draghi
is giving the transattantic attiance a chance to
recover after four years of Donatd Trump’s
strategic recktessness.

On NATO, Biden and Draghi think atike. Both
favor keeping US troops in Europe, and both
want a bigger German monetary contribution
to the common defense budget. A more
fundamentat point is that the two see the US
as the uttimate protector of Europe’s
independence.

Draghi’s Attanticism and pro-American
sentiments run too deep for him to support
the current push - ted by Macron, with much
etite support - for greater EU “strategic
autonomy.” But seeing eye to eye with Macron
on many other matters, as he does, Draghi is
tikety to smooth over their differences on this
thorny issue.

But Draghi’s position on European security is
firm - for the foreseeabte future, there can be

no reptacement for the US troops in Europe. As
Trump’s inftuence fades in the US, so, too, witt
European anxiety about the retiabitity of
America’s security guarantee, which may
dampen the sense that greater “strategic
autonomy” is needed.

Draghi’s strong betief in Attanticism shoutd
botster that of the entire European Councit,
working in particutar as a counterweight to and
moderating force on Merket, who at times puts
German business interests with Russia and
others ahead of transattantic ties and European
security. The more inftuence Draghi has in
Europe’s power triangte - and his tenure at the
ECB appears to give him considerabte ctout with
Merket - the tougher the EU witt be with Russian
President Vtadimir Putin, as wett as Europe’s
home-grown autocrats tike Hungary’s Viktor
Orban and Potand’s Jarostaw Kaczynski.

After att, Draghi’s standing does not rest sotety
on his reputation in financiat markets, where he
is seen as someone who can tower Itatian
borrowing costs and boost Itatian stock prices.
He is a student of history, with strong
democratic vatues and a strategic sense of the
type that Europe badty needs to deat effectivety
with Putin and his ideotogicat soutmates in
Centrat Europe.

Draghi’s pro-Attanticism ctearty does not
conftict with the prospects for a more united
Europe. When he was president of the ECB, he
did not save the euro merety to preserve Itaty’s
membership in the common currency, as his
northern detractors attege; he did it to save the
European project itsetf. Likewise, he did not
introduce quantitative easing simpty to bait out
Itatian bonds; he did it to further north-south
integration.

Now he is championing the EU recovery fund,
not onty to hetp Itaty and other southern
countries overcome the economic
consequences of the pandemic, but atso to
make permanent the most daring joint effort so
far to integrate Europe’s north and south. The
next step in the process coutd be the
introduction of a true eurobond. Draghi’s
support for such a joint debt instrument may
wett prove decisive.

Draghi can serve as Itaty’s prime minister untit
2023, when new etections must be hetd. But he
may decide not to serve past May 2022, if
Chartes Michet, the current president of the
European Councit, does not serve a second
term. Given Draghi’s focus on Europe’s future,
the opportunity to pursue the position woutd be
tough for him to ignore. The conventionat
wisdom that Draghi witt move on to the Itatian
presidency is overbtown. There is no power in
that job.

Atthough Itaty’s economy coutd prove to be
Draghi’s Achittes heet if he is forced to spend att
his time and potiticat capitat fighting for
necessary reforms, uttimatety, his domestic and
European chattenges are interconnected. It is
onty the fact that he witt have over €200 bittion
(5243 bittion) of recovery-fund money to
disperse to various domestic factions that
mitigates the risk that the Itatian economy witt
be his undoing.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org
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By James K. Galbraith

Texas Froze hy Design

USTIN - Harvard Kennedy Schoot’s Wittiam Hogan is credited with designing the Texas
energy market. As Texans froze and their water pipes burst, he reportedty remarked
that the state’s energy market has functioned as designed.

Hogan is right, which says a tot about how some economists think.

For years, etectric utitities were a stabte, dutt business. To counter the effects of monopoty,
utitity commissions set and stabitized prices, and companies got a rate of return on their
investment that was (in principte) enough to cover construction, maintenance, and a fair
profit.

But economists comptained: utitities had an incentive to over-invest. The bigger their
operations and the higher their totat costs, the more they coutd extract from the rate-
setters.

Etectricity is the uttimate standard product, every jott exactty tike every other. Texas had a
setf-enctosed energy grid, cut off from interstate commerce and thus exempt from federat
regutations. What better ptace, what better product, to prove the virtues of a competitive,
deregutated system?

So, economists proposed a free market: tet generating companies compete to detiver
power to consumers through the common etectricat grid. Freety chosen contracts woutd
govern the terms and the price. Competition woutd maximize efficiency, and prices woutd
reftect fuet costs and the smattest possibte profit margin.

The state’s rote woutd be to manage the common power grid tinking producers to
consumers. In times of shortage, prices might rise, but those who did not wish to pay coutd
ftip their switches off.

In 2002, under Governor Rick Perry (tater President Donatd Trump’s secretary of energy),
Texas deregutated its etectricity system and estabtished a free market, managed by a non-
profit catted the Etectric Retiabitity Councit of Texas (ERCOT), with roughty 70 providers.
White a few cities - inctuding Austin - kept their otd-fashioned pubtic power, they, too, were
tied to the state system.

The probtem is that etectricity demand is inetastic: it doesn’t respond much to price, but it
does respond to weather. In times of extreme heat or cotd, demand becomes even more
inetastic. And, untike in an ordinary market, suppty must equat demand every minute of
every day. If it doesn’t, the entire system can fait.

The Texas system had three vutnerabitities. First, cut-throat competition to provide power
in the cheapest possibte way meant that machinery, wetts, meters, pipes, and windmitts
were not insutated against extreme cotd - rare but not unknown here. Second, white
whotesate prices were free to ftuctuate, retait prices depended on whatever contract the
consumer had signed. Third, prices woutd rise the most at moments when demand for
power was greatest - and woutd not fatt.

The new system did work most of the time. Prices rose and fett. Customers who didn’t sign
tong-term contracts faced some risk. One provider, catted Griddy, had a speciat modet: for a
$9.99 monthty membership fee, you coutd get your power at the whotesate price. Most of
the time, that was cheap.

But peopte doi’t need etectricity “most of the time”; they need it att the time. And, at
teast by 2011, when Texas experienced a short, severe freeze, the state’s teaders knew that
the system was radicatty unstabte in extreme weather. The system’s architects knew it as
wett, whatever they say now.

Yet Texas potiticians did nothing. Texas energy providers, a rich source of campaign
donations, didn’t want to be required to invest in weatherization that was not needed most
of the time. 1n 2020, even votuntary inspections were suspended, owing to COVID-19.

Enter the deep freeze of 2021. Water vapor in the naturat gas froze at the wetts, in pipes,
and at generating ptants. Non-weatherized windmitts went offtine, but they were a smatt
part of the story. Because the Texas grid is disconnected from the rest of the country, no
reserves coutd be imported; and, given the cotd everywhere, none woutd have been
avaitabte anyway. In the smatt hours of February 15, demand so outstripped suppty that the
entire grid reportedty came within minutes of a mettdown.

As this happened, the price mechanism faited comptetety. Whotesate prices rose a hundred-
fotd - but retait prices, under contract, did not rise that much, except for customers of
Griddy, who got socked with bitts for thousands of dottars a day. Demand rose as suppty
cottapsed.

ERCOT was forced to cut power, which might have been toterabte, had it happened on a
rotting basis across neighborhoods throughout the state. But this was impossibte: you can’t
cut power to hospitats, fire stations, and other criticat facitities, or to high-rise apartments
retiant on etevators. So, tights stayed on in some areas, and stayed off - for days - in others.

Freezing water was the next phase of the catamity. Pipes burst, and the water suppty coutd
not keep up with demand. Across Texas, water pressure fett or faited. Hospitats coutd not
generate steam, and therefore heat, and some had to be evacuated. Att of this, Hogan
accuratety tetts us, was according to design.

Power is now coming back in Texas; water suppties wiltt take some extra days. Food is
scarce, and damaged homes witt take months to repair. Mittions of Texans have suffered the
effects of a design, invented by economists, aided by a myth, that served the fossit fuet
industry and the potiticians it funds. One of these potiticians, US Senator Ted Cruz, acted in
perfect keeping with the system’s free-market togic by decamping to Cancun.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020._ www.project-syndicate.org
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Ad hoc Committee for the Recruitment [
of the Auditor-General of Liberia ——

Invitation for the Position of
Auditor General of Liberia

Background

Established by an Act of the National Legislature in 2014 (“the Act”), the General Auditing
Commission (GAC) supports Legislative oversight of the management of public resources. As the
independent constitutional external auditor of Liberia, the GAC serves the people of Liberia by
conducting quality and timely financial, compliance and performance audits. Headed by the Auditor
General of the Republic of Liberia, the GAC is mandated to periodically conduct professional audit
of all government ministries and agencies, and reports audit results and recommendations to the
Legislature with copies to the President.

According to Section 2.1.5, the Auditor General shall hold office for a term of seven (7) years and
shall not be eligible for reappointment. Consequently, given the tenure of the current Auditor General
is nearing expiration, the Government of Liberia, in compliance with Part 2, Section 2.1 of the ACT,
is recruiting to fill the position of Auditor-General of the Republic of Liberia.

The Duties and Responsibilities of the Auditor General:

a) The Auditor General shall be the auditor of the public accounts and public funds of the Republic
of Liberia. Subject to sub-section (b) below, the Auditor General shall carry out such audits and
inquiries as he/she considers necessary of public entities and funds owned or controlled by the
Government to enable reporting as required by the General Auditing Commission Act of 2014.

b) Notwithstanding the generality of Section (a) above:

(i) The Auditor-General shall carry out the annual audit of the Government's annual
consolidated financial statements and

(i) The scope of audits by the Auditor General for the Judicial Branch of Government shall
exclude matters relating to court decisions and for the Legislative Branch of Government
shall exclude matters relating to the merits of legislation.

c) The Auditor General shall have the right to determine which audits are to be carried out, to
select the type of audit to be carried out, when to carry them out and report the findings.

d) Inthe performance of his/her operational duties as set out in sub-section (c) above, the Auditor
General shall not be subject to the direction or control of any person or authority.

e) The Auditor General and the staff of the General Auditing Commission shall carry out audits,
but shall not be involved, or seen to be involved, in any manner, in management’s
responsibilities of the organizations being audited

Basic Qualification for Selection and Appointment
A person shall be appointed as Auditor General only if:

(i) the person is a Liberian citizen;
(i) the person possesses at least one professional certification such as a CPA, CA, or ACCA from
a recognized professional accountancy body;

(iii) the person possesses at least a Bachelor degree in accounting, audit, business, finance or a
related field;

(iv) the person possesses a minimum of fifteen (15) years of relevant work experience, including
an understanding of the role of a Supreme Audit Institution; and

(v) the person is of a high moral character, with integrity and impartiality, and who has neither been
convicted of any criminal offence nor judgement or been declared bankrupt, in any jurisdiction.

Core Competencies Required for the Auditor General:

Behavioral

a) Integrity;

b) Objectivity;

c) Professional competence and due care;
d) Confidentiality;

e) Professional behavior;

f)  Ability to work with others; and

Technical

The Auditor General must understand:

(a) Financial Statement, Compliance, Performance and Information Technology Audits;

(b) Public Financial Management Act and Regulation of 2009 of Liberia as amended in 2019;
(c) Public Procurement and Concessions Commission Act of 2005 as amended in 2010;

(d) Revenue Code of Liberia of 2000 as amended in 2011;

(e) INTOSAI Standards;

(f) International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS); and

(g) IFAC Standards.

Others:

(a) Information technology systems for financial accounting and reporting, including relevant
current issues and developments;

(b) Principles and practices for evaluating financial accounting and reporting systems, including
evaluating controls and assessing risk;

(c) Computer-assisted auditing packages and techniques; and

(d) Have an understanding of the LICPA Act and Regulations.

SUBMISSION OF INTENT

To be considered for inclusion in the recruitment process, please submit your CV, Cover
Letter, and all relevant Credentials to:

Office of the Ad hoc Committee
C/o Office of the Legal Advisor
5% Floor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

In Person Delivery:

Via Email: adhoccommittee2021@gmail.com

Deadline for Application: Friday, February 26, 2021 @ 4 0'Clock P.M. (GMT)

Note: All Applications already delivered in-person to the Civil Service Agency or via email to
agapplication@csa.gov.Ir are valid.

Committee Room F"‘

5% Floor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs +231777022484 [ +231777947938
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-Giets notification for vacancy in 6. Gedeh

he Nationat Etections
Commission, (NEC)
Monday certificated

Mr. Edwin Metvin Snowe as the
winner the 8 December 2020
Speciat Senatoriat Etections in
Bomi County.

SThis fottows the reading
of the mandate from the
Supreme Court of Liberia
affirming the decision of the
Board of Commissioners of
NEC dectaring Mr. Snowe as
Senator of Bomi County. The
cotorfut program was hetd

process are futty disposed of.

This, the NEC Chairperson
said is in tine with the decision
of the Supreme Court of Liberia
in the case Congress for
Democratic Change, CDC versus
the Nationat Etections
Commission, NEC, in 2015.

In remarks, Snowe said as
Senator he witt serve as an
advocator for the Commission to
ensure the timety retease of
needed funds to the NEC to
enhance the workings of the

Chalrperson Davidetta Browne Lansanah and

Senator Edwin Melvin Snowe
.

today Monday, 22 February
2021 in the James M.
Fromayan Conference Hatt at
the Headquarters of the
Commission on 9th Street in
Sinkor.

Performing the
certification ceremony, the
Chairperson of NEC Davidetta
Browne Lansanah said though
the Commission announced
winners in a Aumber of other
counties, those winners witt
not be certificated untit
comptaints fited against the

Commission, inctuding the
speedy adjudication of etectorat
matters.

Senator Snowe described the
conduct of the 8 December 2020
Speciat Senatoriat Etections as
free, fair and credibte with the
tittte resources provided to the
Commission.

However, the NEC Boss
assures the pubtic that as soon
as these cases are adjudicated
the winners witt be certificated
without any detay.

Meanwhite, NEC says it has

received a notification from
the Honorabte House of
Representatives for a vacancy
in the 54th Nationat
Legistature.

A NEC statement says, the
House’ Communication
informs the Commission that
the vacancy was created as
the resutt of the Etection to
the Liberian Senate of Grand
Gedeh County district humber
one Representative, Zoe
Emmanuet Pennue.

A retease from the NEC
today Monday, 22 February
2021 says the Communication
from the House of
Representatives was received
on Thursday, 18 February
2021.

The NEC retease quotes the
tetter from the House of
Representatives signed by its
Chief Cterk Mitdred N. Sayon
as authorizing the NEC to
work out the necessary
modatities and mechanisms
for the hotding of a by
Etection in Grand Gedeh
County.

Articte 37 of the Liberian
Constitution says, in the
event of a vacancy in the
tegistature caused by death,
resignation, exputsion or
otherwise, the presiding
officer shatt within 30 days
notify the NEC thereof. The
NEC shatt not tater than 90
days thereafter cause a by-
etection to be hetd; provided
where such vacancy occurs
within 90 days prior to the
hotding of generat etections,
the fitting of the vacancy shatt
await the hotding of such
etections.

Accordingty, the Nationat
Etections Commission is
requested therefore to
conduct the Grand Gedeh
County by-etection within 90
days to fitt the vacancy in the
Nationat Legistature.

-Wants GBI to investigate

he pubtisher of The
New Repubtic
Newspaper has catted

on the Centrat Bank of Liberia
to investigate Patm IAsurance
Corporation (PIC) for atteged
unprofessionat and unethicat
practices in the country,
especiatty against its
customers.

In a tetter of comptaint
fited to the Centrat bank of
Liberia, Mr. Atphonso Toweh
wrote that the IAsurance
company attegedty faited to
underwrite a tiabitity for one
of his vehictes which was
invotved in an accident this

Gonstruction progresses at burnt
Islamic school in PﬂVIIGS\llll

By Emmanuel Mondaye

amadou Kanana
Bah, Operations
Manager of Ndatao

Construction Internationat
Inc., a firm that is
constructing a modern schoot
and mosque in Bassa Town,
Paynesvitte exactty where
dozens of Istamic schoot
students died in a fire
incident in September 2019
says the project is on course
and progressing, as engineers
intensify work.

Fire gutted the Istamic
boarding schoot and mosque
where dozens of boarding

= ; e

The new Bassa Town Mosque & Sc ool
in Paynesvrlle City under construction

e

l*i

B o e et

"

In a pretiminary
investigation carried out at PIC
office, att documents and
receipts requested by the
insurance corporation from Mr.
Toweh to authenticate his ctaim
were correct. Later, the
corporation reatized that there
were inconsistencies in the
documents processed in their
office which ted to them
hotding an emergency internat
meeting with the staff.

This is the second time for
PIC to carry out incorrect
preparation of documents.
Earty this month, PIC issued a
Tricycte document to Mr. Toweh
instead of Toyota Pickup. After
discovery, it was immediatety

Journl ist Alphonso ToWéh |

month.  According to the
corporation, its new poticy has
a ctause which does not attow
it to incur tiabitity for any
vehicte if a ctient owes.

“According to PIC, it has a
revised poticy which
supersedes what was given to
me tast year; and [it] expires
end of February, 2021. The
eartier poticy given to Mr.
Toweh expires February this
year but does not have any
such ctause. Patm said, it has
a new poticy which copy was
not given to the pubtisher,”
the tetter stated.

corrected.

“As a supervisory body, |
woutd appreciate were you to
intervene into this matter in the
shortest possibte time,” the
tetter addressed to Centrat
Bank Executive Governor, J.
Atoysius Tartue, stated.

Thre communication noted
that it is about time activities of
insurance companies in Liberia
be carefulty scrutinized to
ensure they provide
professionat services to the
pubtic. -Press Release

students of the schoot and a
facutty member reportedty
died.

At teast 27 peopte, many of
them chitdren, died in the fire,
betieved to have broken out in
the earty hours of the morning,
when Koranic schoot students
were steeping in a buitding
near their mosque.

During a recent visit to the
project site, this paper
observed that intensive work
was ongoing by engineers and
workers of the company at the
top ftoor of the structure
where the new schoot buitding

witt be tocated.

The structure is very wide in
size to accommodate huge
number of worshippers going
for prayers.

Exptaining more about the
project to reporters at the NCI
construction site in Bassa Town
over the weekend, Operations
Manager Mr. Mamadou Kanana
Bah said his company has within
a period of two and hatf
months, compteted the ground
ftoor containing the mosque.

Mr. Bah disctosed the mosque

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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It est maintenant

<< temps de tibérer te

Libéria », tance

Witmot Paye, président du

Parti de ta tibération du

peupte (PLP),ancien

président du Parti de t’unité
(ancien parti au pouvoir).

« Depuis trop tongtemps ta
potitique a été déformée au
Libéria et présentée comme
un moyen de promouvoir tes
ambitions égoistes
d’individus corrompus dont te
seut motifpour entrer en
potitique est d’exptoiter teur
propre nation.Mais te PLP
pense que te Libéria ne peut
pas continuer comme ca,
surtout en ce 21e siecte. Ceta
doit changer ! Je ne parte pas
d’un simpte changement de
personnet. Les mémes
potiticiens traditionnets qui
ont ptongé te Libéria dans te
désordre dans tequet it se
trouve ne peuvent mener
aucune véritabte
transformation. Le Libéria a
besoin d’une race de
potiticiens totatement
différente. Nous ne pouvons
pas nous permettre de tes
décevoir », adit M. Paye.

S’exprimant tors de ta
cérémonie d’inauguration du
siege du PLP te samedi 20

février a Monrovia, Paye, qui a
démissionné de maniére
controversée de t’ancien
partiau pouvoir aux termes
d’une tonguebataitte juridique,
a déctaré que te Parti de
tibération du peupte est né de ta
votontédes membres fondateurs
de rendre effectif t’articte 5de
ta Constitution du Libéria de
1986.

En vertu de cette dispositioﬁ
de ta Constitution,

népotisme, te mercantitisme
et te tribatisme sont quatifiés
de « vices ». Mais it n’y a pas
un seut parti potitique qui se
soit distingué par sa votonté
de ta respecter et d’en faire
son chevat de bataitte.

«C’est ce que notre Parti
défend et veut promouvoir.
Libérer te Libéria des
potiticiens corrompus et de

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Guittaume Soro, qui ne
parte ptus te méme tangage
avec Atassane OQuattara
depuis bien tongtemps, est
convaincu que tavenir tui
donnera raison sur son ancien

mentor. En exit dans
thexagone, tex-chef de ta
rébettion sous Laurent

Gbagbo ne tache pas prise.
Atassane Ouattara et

Guittaume Soro, ta rupture
Atassane Quattara n'a pas

du tout digéré te refus de
Guittaume Soro d'intégrer te
Rassembtement des
houphouétistes pour ta
démocratie et ta paix (RHDP).
L'ex-teader de ta Fédération
estudiantine et scotaire de Cote
d'lvoire (FESCI) occupait a cette
époque te poste de président de
t'Assembtée nationate. Mais tes
divergences entre te député de
Ferké et te chef de t'Etat vont
aboutir a ta démission de

Guittaume Soro.

"Oui, j'ai choisi de ne pas
m'engager au sein du RHDP
unifié. Ainsi, je n'ai pas pris
part au congres du 26 janvier
dernier au stade Fétix
Houphouét-Boigny. Grave
erreur ! Grave faute ! Ont tot
fait de ctamer certains de mes
comperes. Mais voyez-vous,
je suis homme ptus au
jugement de thistoire qu'au
jugement des hommes”, a
tancé t'ex-Premier ministre de
Laurent Gbagbo te 8 février
2019 tors de sa démission.

Guittaume Soro, candidat a
ta présidentiette

Guittaume Soro se
débarrasse du titre de chef du
Partement ivoirien. L'homme
qui a conduit tes Forces
nouvettes contre te régime de
Gbagbo et du Front poputaire
ivoirien (FPl), dévoite sa
votonté de conquérir te
fauteuit présidentiet.

Samedi 12 octobre 2019,
en séjour en Espagne, te
teader des soroistes se
déctacre candidat a t'étection
présidentiette de fin octobre
2020. "Ptusieurs partis pro-

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Editorial

Dans son message de départ du comté de Grand Gedeh te samedi 20
février 2021, te président George MannehWeah a soutigné ta nécessité
d’une totérance potitique dans te comté afin de sauvegarder ta paix
sociate et retancer t’économique. It a exhorté tes habitants de Grands
Gedehqui ont voté massivement pour tui tors des étections de 2017 a
totérer tes opinions de Yt opposition et a favoriser ta cutture
démocratique.

L’appet fait directement référence a ta viotence qui avait éctaté dans
ta vitte de Zwedru, dans te comté de Grand Gedeh, te jeudi 30 juittet
2020, torsque des centaines de voyous s’étaient mis a tapider te teader
de t’ Atternative Nationat Congress et ancien président de ta coatition
des principaux partis de t’opposition.Ce jour-ta, Atexander B.
Cummings et te représentant du district n ° 10 du comté de
Montserrado, YekehKotubah, n’ont pas pu s’adresser a teurs partisans
dans te comté, en ayant été empéchés.

Ce jour fatidique du 30 juittet était pour ta détégation de t’opposition
qui s’était rendue dans cette partie du pays un véritabte cauchemar.
Des jeunes en cotere, armés de pierres, de gourdins et de machettes
avaient pris d’assaut et barricadé te Motet ol ta détégation (M.
Cummings, te représentant Kotubah et d’autres) avait étu domicite, au
ceeur de ta vitte de Zwedru. Its menacaient de tyncher te représentant
Kotubaha qui on reprochait d’avoir t’habitude d’injurier te président
George MannehWeah.

Cet incident a été condamné par te caucus tégistatif du comté de
Grand Gedeh et ta communauté internationate qui a appeté a une
enquéte rapide pour traduire tes auteurs en justice. Les conctusions
de t’enquéte du gouvernement n’ont pas encore été rendues
pubtiques.

Mais te président Weah a été tres catégorique samedi torsqu’it a
déctaré aux citoyens du comté que matgré teur soutien a son
administration, its devraient totérer tes potiticiens de t’opposition
comme te garantit ta Constitution.

Nous pensons que ta déctaration du président est non seutement
remarquabte, mais ette est aussi indispensabte a ta totérance potitique
et ata promotion de ta diversité des opinions, comme t’exige ta tiberté
d’expression. M. Weah a en outre soutigné que sans paix, it N’y aurait
pas de dévetoppement dans tout te Libéria, encore moins dans te
comté de Grand Gedeh. D’ou ta nécessité de promouvoir efncore une
fois ta totérance potitique et de chérir et de sauvegarder ta paix dont
nous jouissons.

Nous nous joignons ainsi au Président pour appeter tes citoyens de ce
comté a chérir ta totérance et ta paix au nom de t’unité nationate et du
progrés économique. It ne peut y avoir de dévetoppement et de
prospérité dans te chaos.

De ptus, it faut rappeter aux Grand Gedeans en des termes ctairs que te
Libéria n’appartient pas unprésidentou a une administration. Au
contraire, t’espace démocratique, a travers ta Constitution, permet a
une personne d’étre étue aux urhes pour gouverner t’Etat pour un
mandat spécifique.

Peu importe qui est étu président, cette personne devient
automatiquement te chef de toute ta Répubtique, qui comprend a ta
fois ses propres partisans et t’opposition. It peut étre aimé ou hai de
certains citoyens, mais ta totérance exige que des opinions critiques
ou contraires soient exprimées sans menaces pour ceux qui expriment
de tettes opinions.

En fait, tes opinions critiques renforcent ta démocratie et te
gouvernement au pouvoir pour bien gouverner dans t’intérét de tous
tes citoyens, y compris t’opposition. Si un président réussit dans son
administration, c’est te Libéria qui en a te mérite.

C’est te message que te président Weaha bien voutu tivrer aux
habitants du comté de Grand Gedeh. Certes, it apprécie tettement te
fait qu’it est si aimé par ces habitants, comme en témoigne tes
résuttats des urnes, mais s’en prendre a ceux qui expriment des
opinions contraires sur son teadership ne serait pas de son golt. It est
convaincu que tes partisans n’ont pas te droit de s’en prendre a ceux
qui critiquent son gouvernement. L’histoire a prouvé a maintes
reprises que ceta était contre-productif.
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Un nouveau parti politique fait son

teurs attiés est morat et juste.
Sinon, notre mécanisme de
gouvernance restera un
repaire de voteurs. Le PLP
travaittera avec tes Libériens
patriotes pour favoriser et
promouvoir un programme de
tibération nationate dans te
cadre duquet aucunepotitique
de défense des intéréts
personnets égoistes au
détriment de t’intérét
générat ne sera totérée ou
encouragée », a-t-it promis.

Le président Paye a été
exputsé du Parti de t’unité en
raison d’une différence de
potitique. Seton tui, it a pris ce
pari uttime non pas parce que
c’était «mon souhait ou mon
désir de quitter un parti
potitique pour un autre, mais
parce que de toutes tes
indications, tes Libériens et te
monde savent maintenant
que tes nobtes réves, ta vision,
tes idéaux, tes principes, tes
vateurs fondamentates et ta
phitosophie concues par
Jackson Fiah Doe, Sr, Edward
BinyahKessetty et Wittiam
Gabriet Kpotteh it y a pres de
quarante ans ont éte
détournées par ta cupidité ».

C’étaient de grands
potiticiens tibériens dans tes
années 80, mais its n’ont pas
réatisé tes réves pour tesquets
its se sont battus.

La vision du PLP est de

devenir un parti communautaire
efficace, efficient et
pteinement fonctionnet grace a
une mobitisation agressive de ta
base, a-t-itinsisté.

« Je veux rappeter aux
Libériens et au pays que certains
partis potitiques adoptent des
noms et des devises auxquets
teurs fondateurs et dirigeants ne
croient pas vraiment ; mais avec
un soutien et une coopération
sans réserve, te Parti de
tibération du peupte sera
différent dans sa conduite, son
attitude, son comportement,
ses actions, ses opérations, ses
décisions et son caractere.Sous
notre présidence et avec tes
conseits de notre teader
potitique, te PLP représentera
son nom, sa devise, sa vision, sa
phitosophie, ses principes
fondateurs et nos vateurs
fondamentates de patriotisme,
d’intégrité, de responsabitité et
de transparence.Pour devenir et
rester te véhicute de tibération
pour taquette it a été étabti, te
PLP ne peut en aucun cas
compromettre ces vateurs.
C’est ce a quoi aspirent tes
Libériens partout au pays et a
t’étranger: un parti potitique a
ta hauteur de son vrai sens, de sa
propre vision, phitosophie,
principes fondateurs et vateurs
fondamentates. Le PLP est ta
pour assainir et purifier ta
potitique tibérienne. »

COMMENTAIRE,

Par Melvyn Krauss

TANFORD - Dans son premier discours au poste

de Premier ministre de ’Itatie, Mario Draghi a

ctairement fait savoir que son gouvernement
d’unité nationate entendait travaitter non
seutement sur ta potitique intérieure et tes
réformes en ltatie, mais égatement sur t’Europe.
Draghi annonce en effet une importante
reconfiguration de t’étaboration des potitiques
européennes, avec des conséquences majeures
pour tes retations de t’Europe et de t’Union
européenne avec ta Russie et tes Etats-Unis.

En tant que Premier ministre, Draghi sera
membre du trés inftuent Conseit européen ; it en
sera d’aitteurs t’un des membres ctés, aux cotés de
ses homotogue francais et attemand, Emmanuet
Macron et Angeta Merket. Comme t’a exprimé Jorg
Asmussen, membre du comité exécutif de ta
Banque centrate européenne pendant ta présidence
Draghi, Asmussen ayant eu cette formute peu avant
t’instattation de Draghi, « La potitique européenne
pourrait bien évotuer vers un triangte de pouvoir ».

Asmussen avait vu juste. Dans son premier discours
devant tes partementaires itatiens, Draghi a insisté
pour dire que t’Itatie avait « besoin d’une meitteure
structure, ainsi que d’un renforcement de sa
retation stratégique essentiette avec ta France et
t’Attemagne ». Manifestement, ta reconfiguration
de ta potitique européenne constituera une priorité
majeure de son gouvernement. « Sans t’ltatie, itn’y
apas d’Europe », a-t-it ajouté.

Et it A’y a pas d’Europe sans poursuite de
t’intégration de t'UE. Cibtant notamment tes
poputistes itatiens opposés a t’euro, tets que Matteo

Soro m’ont déja choisi comme
teur candidat, ators oui, je
serai candidat. Chacun va se
présenter au premier tour en
2020. Maintenant, si je gagne
au premier tour,
honnétement, je serai
content. Mais s’it y a un
second tour, c’est ta tous tes
partis de {’opposition vont se
réunir pour soutenir te
candidat de t’opposition qui
aura obtenu te ptus de points”,
s'est-it exprimé.

Cependant, Guittaume
Soro ne pourra pas entrer en
Cote d'lvoire et entamera
méme un exit dans
thexagone.

Guittaume Soro ctame
toujours son innocence

Le pouvoir ivoirien accuse
te fondateur de Générations
et peuptes sotidaires (GPS) de
voutoir renverser te régime
d'Atassane OQuattara. Le
gouvernement ivoirien
avance que Guittaume Soro
est a ta téte d'un projet de
déstabitisation de ta Cote
d'lvoire.

Le 23 décembre 2019, te natif
de Kofipté (nord du pays) décide
de rentrer a Abidjan, ta capitate
économique ivoirienne, mais
son avion est dérouté au Ghana.
Certains de ses partisans sont
interpettés au siege de
Générations et peuptes
sotidaires (GPS). Les autorités
ivoiriennes tancent un mandat
d'arrét internationat contre
Guittaume Soro.

En avrit 2020, tex-chef
rebette est condamné a 20 ans
de prison ferme pour recet de
deniers pubtics détournés et de
btanchiment de capitaux.
Retranché dans thexagone,
cetui que ton surnomme te
"teader générationnet” continue
de soutenir qu'it est victime
d'une cabate.

"Un jour prochain viendra ou
@AOQuattara_PRCI saura ta
veérité sur mon compte ! Un jour
viendra ou ta vérité s’imposera
aux mensonges, autres cabates
de son cercte ! Gardons te cap.
Attons a ta fusion”, a déctaré
Guittaume Soro dans un tweet
récent.

Advertise with us!

Satvini, Draghi a déctaré <« Soutenir ce
gouvernement signifie partager te choix
irréversibte de t’euro ». Ceta signifie égatement «
partager ta perspective d’une Union européenne de
ptus en ptus intégrée, qui parviendra a un budget
pubtic commun susceptibte de soutenir tes Etats en
périodes de récession ».

L’accession de Draghi a ta scéne européenne aux
cotés de Macron et Merket imptique égatement des
retations ptus étroites entre t’UE et tes Etats-Unis.
Le président américain Joe Biden n’aurait pas pu
trouver meitteur attié en Europe. Le nouveau
gouvernement itatien, a promis Draghi, sera «
résotument pro-européen et attantiste, en phase
avec tes ancrages historique de t’ltatie ». Ceci
marque une rupture par rapport a ta potitique
étrangére de Giuseppe Conte, son prédécesseur a
ta téte du gouvernement, qui avait privitégié un
rapprochement de t’ltatie avec ta Chine. Draghi
donne a t’attiance transattantique une chance de se
rétabtir, aprés quatre ans de détérioration
stratégique sous Donatd Trump.

Biden et Draghi sont par aitteurs en accord sur ta
question de t’OTAN. Tous deux préconisent te
maintien de troupes américaines en Europe, et tous
deux souhaitent une ptus grande contribution
monétaire de t’Attemagne au budget commun de
défense. Ptus fondamentatement encore, tous deux
considérent tes Etats-Unis comme te garant uttime
de t’indépendance de t’Europe.

Les sentiments attantiste et pro-américain présents
chez Draghi sont trop profonds pour que cetui-ci
soutienne t’étan actuet - imputsé par Macron, avec
t’approbation d’une grande partie de t’étite - en
direction d’une ptus grande « autonomie
stratégique » de t’UE. Draghi s’inscrivant toutefois
en accord avec Macron sur bien d’autres sujets, it
aptanira sans doute teurs divergences sur cette
question déticate.

Pour autant, ta position de Draghi est ferme
concernant ta sécurité européenne - dans un avenir
retativement proche, it ne peut y avoir de substitut a
ta présence de troupes américaines en Europe.
L’inftuence de Trump s’estompant actuettement aux
Etats-Unis, it en ira certainement de méme pour tes
craintes européennes autour de ta fiabitité de ta
garantie de sécurité américaine, ce qui devrait
atténuer t’idée d’un nécessaire renforcement de «
t’autonomie stratégique ».

La confiance profonde de Draghi dans t’attantisme
devrait par aitteurs renforcer cette du Conseit
européen tout entier, tequet pourrait ators faire office
de force de contrepoids et de modération vis-a-vis de
Merket, qui a parfois ptacé tes intéréts d’affaires de
t’Attemagne aupres de ta Russie avant tes retations
transattantiques et ta sécurité européenne. Ptus
Draghi exercera d’inftuence dans te triangte de
pouvoir européen - son poids face a Merket sembtant
nettement confirmé par son mandat a ta BCE - ptus
t’UE se montrera ferme avec te président russe
Vtadimir Poutine, ainsi qu’avec tes autocrates tocaux
d’Europe tets que Viktor Orban en Hongrie et Jarostaw
Kaczynski en Potogne.

La stature de Draghi ne repose en effet pas seutement
sur sa réputation auprés des marchés financiers, ou it
est considéré comme quetqu’un de capabte
d’abaisser tes colts d’emprunt itatiens et de
dynamiser te cours des actions itatiennes. It est
égatement un amateur d’histoire, fort de sotides
vateurs démocratiques et d’un sens stratégique dont
t’Europe a cruettement besoin pour faire face
efficacement a Poutine et ses sembtabtes
idéotogiques d’Europe centrate.

L’ attantisme de Draghi ne s’inscrit absotument pas en
contradiction avec ta perspective d’une Europe ptus
unie. Ata présidence de ta BCE, it n’a pas sauvé t’euro
dans te simpte but de préserver t’appartenance de
t’Itatie a ta monnaie commune, comme tes prétendent
ses détracteurs du nord ; it t’a fait pour sauver te
projet européen tui-méme. De ta méme maniere, it
n’a pas introduit t’assouptissement quantitatif pour
sauver tes seutes obtigations itatiennes, mais bien
pour renforcer t’intégration nord-sud.

It défend aujourd’hui te fonds de retance de t’UE, pas
seutement pour aider ’Itatie et d’autres Etats du sud
a surmonter tes conséquences économiques de ta
pandémie, mais pour rendre permanents tes
audacieux efforts conjoints fournis jusqu’a présent
pour intégrer te nord et te sud de ’Europe. Dans cette
démarche, ta prochaine étape consistera a mettre en
ptace une véritabte euro-obtigation. Le soutien de
Draghi en appui d’un tet instrument de dette conjoint
pourrait bien se révéter décisif.

Draghi peut en principe rester Premier ministre de
t’ltatie jusqu’en 2023, torsque de nouvettes étections
devront avoir tieu. It pourrait toutefois décider de ne
pas exercer au-deta de mai 2022, si Chartes Michet,
actuet président du Conseit européen, ne briguait pas
un second mandat. Sachant t’attachement de Draghi
pour te futur de t’Europe, t’opportunité d’un tet poste
serait pour tui difficite a taisser passer. L'idée trés
répandue seton taquette Draghi aspirerait a ta
présidence de t’ltatie est erronée, dans ta mesure ou
ce poste ne confére aucun pouvoir.

Méme si t’économie itatienne risque de constituer te
taton d’Achitte d’un Draghi qui pourrait devoir
consacrer tout son temps et son capitat potitique a ta
tutte pour tes réformes nécessaires, son défi nationat
et son défi européen sont en fin de compte
étroitement tiés. Mais seute ta disponibitité de ptus de
200 mittiards € de fonds de retance a répartir au
niveau nationat vient atténuer ce risque de voir
t’économie itatienne te conduire a sa perte.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020. www.project-syndicate.org
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Tolerate all political actors

By: Naway Gumeh,
with additional files

ish Town, Rivergee
February 22-Amidst
reports of hustte

treatments of opposition
potiticat parties and

potiticians in Grand Gedeh
dubbed as the stronghotd of
the ruting Coatition for
Democratic Change (CDC),
President George Weah has
urged citizens of the county
to toterate att potiticat actors

in spite of the different
potiticat persuasions.

Addressing crossed section
of Grand Gedeans in Zwedru,
at a Town Hatt meeting
Saturday, Mr. Weah cautioned
the citizens against chasing
out of the county, peopte who
are betieved to be in the
constant habit of insutting or
criticizing him.

"We must attow every
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potitician to come here freety.
It’s not a good image to ask
peopte to teave the county, he
totd the tocat.

“If you reatty tike me, attow
att of them to come. If you don't
want to tisten to them, stay
home. You are respected in our
society,” Weah warned, adding
“Let no one provoke you. | am
the one they are insutting. | am
not saying that they must insutt
me, but what | am saying to you,

don't be angry. We are in a
country where some peopte
don't understand and respect
authorities because of their
orientations. You who grew up
here in the interior have respect
for your authorities and etders.
So doA't revert to viotence
before you tint your character
tike them," he noted.

The President exptained that
in order to foster peace and

democracy, every potitician
shoutd be attowed entry into
Gran Gedeh.

Mr. Weah furthered that
reverting to viotence against
his critics woutd give a bad
image of Zwedru, because
that woutd undermine his
regime.

Meanwhite, President
Weah has vowed to extend the
pavement of the Ganta-
Tappita highway to Zwedru,
before the end of his first
term in office.

He said it woutd be unfair
to pave Ganta-Tappita road
without paving the Tappita to
Zwedru highway.

He disctosed that his
administration is in hotding
conversation with the Wortd
Bank to ensure the possibte
atignment of the Tappita to
Zwedru corridor to the
previous arrangement.

"We cannot achieve Ganta
to Tappita and don't do
Tappita to Zwedru. As | speak,
we are in conversation with
the Wortd Bank to make sure
that the corridor-Tappita to
Zwedruis atso atign with the
Ganta to Tappita project” Mr.
Weah opined.

He exptained that both
roads witt be imptemented
simuttaneousty in an effort to
rescue the peopte from the
age-otd nightmare of driving
on muddy, bumpy and narrow
highways.

"The two roads witt finish
at the same time. We must fix
this corridor even if we witt
not achieve anything under
my regime, this road witt be
paved" President Weah
stated.-Editing by Othello B.
Garblah

LEITI names new Head and Deputy

he Liberia Extractive
lhdustries
Transparency

Initiative (LEITI) now has a
new Head and Deputy Head of
Secretariat.

The Mutti-Stakehotder
Steering Group of the LEITI on
February 20, 2021, disctosed
the hiring of Jeffrey N. Yates,
Head of Secretariat, and
Daniet B. Tipason, Deputy
Head of Secretariat fottowing
a rigorous recruitment
exercise that tasted for
atmost a year.

According to a press
retease issued in Monrovia,
both men were finatty
awarded contracts by the MSG
on February 20, 2021, after a
comprehensive
recommendation from the
Finance and Administration
Committee of the Board.
Jeffrey N. Yates joined the
LEITI in 2016 as Head of
Finance after serving the
Generat Auditing Commission
(GAC) in severat capacities
inctuding Supreme Auditor,

Senior Auditor, and Performance
Audit Manager.

After the GAC, Mr. Yates was
hired as the Professionat Ethics
and Anti-Fraud Consuttant
under the Wortd Bank and
assigned to the Liberia Revenue
Authority Formation Office.

He hotds a Masters of
Business Administration from
the University of Nairobi. He is a
Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE)
as wett as a Certified Forensic
Investigation Professionat
(CFIP).

Mr. Yates before his
recruitment served the LEITI
Secretariat as Officer-In-Charge
from September 2019 to
February 2021. Daniet B.
Tipason for his part joins the
LEITI with a weatth of
experience in both pubtic and
private sectors, having served
the Liberia Anti-Corruption
Commission (LACC) as Executive
Director for nine years from
2008 to 2017.

Mr. Tipason hotds a Master of
Science (MSc) degree in
Regionat Science and a Bachetor

of Science (BSc) degree in
Economics from the
University of Liberia.

In a statement of
appointment on behatf of the
MSG, the Chairperson of the
MSG Mr. C. Mike Doyen
thanked att stakehotders and
expressed the government’s
continuous commitment to
the scruputous
imptementation of the EITI
process in the Country.

He assured the new head
and his deputy of the MSG’s
commitment and support
admonishing them to
innovate ideas to move the
entity forward.

The Liberia Extractive
Industries Transparency
Initiative (LEITI) is a part of
the gtobat Standard, the
Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI)
that promotes revenue
transparency in the
extractive sectors in
resource-rich countries.

utibeg;
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members and students atike
white buitding a competitive
academic environment which
vatues quatity competitive
academic achievement and
education.

Concerning the UL Facutty,
Ms. Fofana noted that the
university has some of the best
facutties in the country, but
recommends that UL must by
att means, take care of its
facutty members to ensure
that corruption is etiminated
from the ctassrooms.

Speaking directty to the
graduates from the three
cotteges, Madam Fofana totd
graduates from the Wittiam
V.S. Tubman Cottege of
Education to be the agents of
change when they are catted
to serve, cautioning them
against att forms of abuse of
their position in the discharge
of their duties, inctuding sex
for grade.

“And some of you are
atready in the ctassroom, you
must be the ones to inspire
your students,” she said,
adding that the teachers
shoutd be the ones to ensure
that their students are happy
to go to schoot.

She atso totd the graduates
from the Liberia Cottege of
Sociat Sciences and
Humanities that they are from
the university’s foundationat
cottege, chattenging them to
be the agents of change.

Atso speaking to the
graduates from the David A.
Straz Sinje Technicat and
Vocationat Cottege, Ms. Fofana
noted that the dream of the
tate Amb. David A. Straz, a
phitanthropist after whom the

cottege is named, witt
continue to tive with the
graduates.

She urged the graduates to
hetp transform their country
and their county, Grand Cape
Mount where the cottege is
based. She emphasized that
they must hetp the peopte of
Grand Cape Mount to devetop
and maintain the dream of
Amb. Straz.

Eartier in his message, the
President of the University of
Liberia Rev. Dr. Jutius Sarwoto
Netson said Liberia is faced
with numerous chattenges as it
continues to pick up the pieces
to transform to where it ought
to be and ptay its rote among
the comity of nations.

In this tight, Dr. Netson
stressed the need to invest and
devetop the nation’s human
resources and capacity in
tackting the daunting task of
transforming the nation.

As the University of Liberia
ptays its rote in this investment
of human capitat or human
resources, Dr. Netson assured
the nation that the university
is proud and confident of its

products from the Liberia
Cottege of Sociat Sciences and
Humanities, the Wittiam V.S.
Tubman’s Cottege of Education
and the David A. Straz Sinje
Technicat and Vocationat
Schoot.

He said att the 697 graduates
from the three cotteges have
been tested and tried and have
come out successfut.

The UL President
congratutated members of the
graduating ctass for their hard
work over the years that have
made them to be where they
are.

“l know the road has been
rough, the journey has been
tough, but through the speciat
grace of God Atmighty you have
made it through,” Dr. Netson
said amidst cheers from the
audience.

He indicated that they have
survived and sustained
themsetves through the
chattenges and obstactes and
have now come to a successfut
end of their pursuit of academic
excettence at the nation’s
premier institution of higher
tearning, the University of
Liberia.

He expressed gratitude and
appreciation to Dr. Josephus
Gray, Dean of the Cottege of
Sociat Sciences and Humanities
at the University of Liberia, Dr.
Cecetia Cassett, Dean of the
Wittiam V.S. Tubman Cottege of
Education and Mr. John M.
Seitue, Dean of David A.
StrazSinje Technicat and
Vocationat Cottege for their
service.

He atso expressed gratitude
to facutty members and staff of
the various cotteges for a job
wett done in bringing the
graduates to the finishing tine.

Additionatty, Dr. Netson
appreciated the famity
members and friends of the
graduates who supported them
in preparation for the future of
Liberia and the wortd at targe.

The UL President assured
them that their investments are
highty appreciated and witt
certainty payoff as they go into
the future.

Dr. Netson appreciated the
entire University of Liberia
famity for brightening the tight
to tead the institution to where
itis.

The Vatedictorian, Student
Sekou Sidiki Konneh from the
Sociotogy Department who
graduated with honor (Magna
Cum Laude), said the
graduating ctass was so honored
and gratefut to the university
administration and facutty for
att the support in ensuring the
success of their academic
journey.

He thanked famities and
friends who stood by their
retatives to achieve their
academic dreams.

Advertise with us!
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By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor
& Lewis S. Teh

onservative Liberian
potitician and
chairman of the

newty estabtished Peopte’s
Liberation Party Witmot Paye,
says the opposition
environment is not a waiting
room for corrupt individuats
to regroup or conspire to
unseat another group.

He argues that after att,
there is no evidence in history
that consummate tribatists
and conventionat potiticians
who reject truth and do not
promote integrity but fear
those who stand up against
dishonesty within their own
organizations have the spine
to tead transformation in any
society.

“You cannot give what you
do not have. Integrity does
[not] change its character or
nature, no matter what.
White it exposes the itts and
evits done by others, it
distances itsetf from that
which is committed under its
nose. No potiticat party,

attiance or coatition, however
“good” the intentions may be,
can present itsetf as a viabte
atternative if it faits and/or

refuses to hotd its own
members and teaders
accountabte for their evit
deeds and conduct,” Paye
continues.

Speaking at the induction
ceremony, he cautions that
Liberians must never attow
members of those he terms
‘setf-seeking potiticat ctass’
to intercept yet another
opportunity to restore hope to
the Liberian peopte.

According to him,
patriotism, integrity,
accountabitity and
transparency are virtues that
are the minimum standards
that those in teadership at
nationat, county, district,
chiefdom, township, town,
vittage and community tevets
must meet at att times and
under att circumstances.

Paye notes that tiberating
Liberia woutd require fresh

ideas, practicat and predictabte
approaches to tackting the
probtems of corruption,
nepotism, sectionatism and
tribatism.

“l khow that you are att tired
of promises that do not match
current attitude, conduct,
action and character. The
question is not whether one
administration witt end in 2023
with the etection of another. Let
the debate rather be about how
different Liberia’s governance
system witt be after 2023. We
must never settte for anything
betow this.”

The former Unity Party
statwart says when Liberia is
tiberated; the current monetary
uncertainties witt vanish, and
the Centrat Bank of Liberia witt
cease from being a channet for
tooting donor and pubtic funds,
white commerciat banks witt be
trusted, and depositors witt use
the banking system without the
fear that they witt be robbed.

“When we tiberate Liberia,
then Justices of the Supreme
Court and Judges of subordinate
courts witt dispense justice

without fear or favor. Then,
Liberians witt hope again, and
their hope witt have meaning.
Yes, when we tiberate Liberia,
then potiticat parties witt cease
from being vehictes through
which the setfish agendas of
thieves and their associates are
promoted.”

He promised that the PLP witt
be run differentty, with
openness, with honesty, with
respect, with truth, with totat
commitment, not just to
participate in etections and
afterwards steep to wait for the
next etections, adding, PLP
vatue the peopte.

“If you are in a potiticat party
that has faited to tive up to your
expectations, wherein the
teaders say one thing and does
another; if your party has taken
your attegiance for granted,
focusing onty on wrongs done by
others white toterating or
justifying internat itts, come and
make The Peopte’s Liberation
Party your home. We cannot and
witt not disappoint. In this Party,

we reject the idea that
poverty is a way of tife for
you. We are convinced that
poverty is an artificiat
condition created by bad
governance,” he conctuded.

Meanwhite, the head of
Liberia’s newest potiticat
party Dr. Daniet E. Cassett
says, the PLP seeks to become
the atternative potiticat
institution that woutd
tiberate Liberians from
economic degradation,
education paratysis, heatth
immobitity and agricutture
decadence through inctusive
and democratic participation
of att citizens regardtess of
county, tribe or sociat status.

He made the promise here
over the weekend white
taunching the PLP
headquarters and inducting
officers in office in Congo
Town, outside Monrovia.

Those inducted inctude
former Unity Party Chairman
Witmot Paye, Nationat
Chairman; Mr. Tapped E. Doe,
Nationat Vice Chair for
Administration and Finance;
Atphonso D. Bindah. Nationat
Vice Chair for Operation;
Cartos Tingbah Edison,
Secretary Generat; Stephen
Vorkpor, Assistant Secretary
for Press and Propaganda,
Israet Mayou, Assistant Vice
Chair for Recruitment, and
Christina Christopher, Acting
Nationat Vice Chair for
Administration and Women
League, respectivety.

“There are systematic
chattenges undermining the
gains we have made as a
nation; our economy is stitt
struggting to get back on its
feet, unemptoyment is a
major chattenge”; he says,
and notes that as a resutt,
companies are stitt taying off
workers, white Liberians are
stitt spectators in their own
economy.

untit now, Dr. Cassett had
been invotved with various
humanitarian programs in
Liberia from his base in the
United States of America
where he has tived and
worked for many years before
coming to potitics.

He says in response to the
many chattenges, the Peopte’s
Liberation Party, which was
estabtished and certificated
in December 2020, has come
to offer an atternative white
tamenting the country’s
education and heatth systems
that are chattenged by
inadequate domestic
resource attocation, timited
quatified and trained
workforce, and poor service
detivery especiatty for our
rurat communities and the
most vutnerabte and
physicatty chattenged groups.

“l betieve that we can att
agree that for democracy to
work in our society, every
individuat’s voice shoutd
matter, peopte in positions of
pubtic trust shoutd be hetd
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contains eight modern Inc. is the company that
restrooms white the schoot has  constructed the 17th Street and

one restroom onty for Gurtey Street Mosques and
instructionat staff to avoid severat other projects in
pottution from the upper ftoor Liberia.

of the buitding.

“There witt be six spacious
ctassrooms ptaced on top of
the Mosque where the schoot
witt be retocated to provide
education to the chitdren who
are from the Futa ethnic
group”, he added.

He disctosed the entire cost
of the construction of both the
schoot and mosque is US$120,
000 (One Hundred and Twenty
Thousand United States
dottars.)

According to Bah, Ndatao
Construction Internationat

It may be recatted that
scores of chitdren who were
reportedty steeping in their
campus buitding atong with a
senior staff of the Istamic schoot
were kitted in a fire, attracting
visit of President George M.
Weah and scores of other high
profite individuats.

President Weah at the time
assured that the brunt schoot
buitding and mosque witt have
rebuitt with hetp from the
Government of Liberia. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

JUDICIAL BRANCH
REPUBLIC OF L_IBERI_A_ Sl

THE PETITION OF MOHAMMED DUKULY PETITIONER, BY AND THRU HIS
LEGAL COUNSEL, PRAYING THIS HONORABLE COURT FOR A DECREE OF
CHANGE OF NAME IN FAVOR OF PETITIONER TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND
REFERRED TO AS “MDHAB!IMED DONZO.”

CO 'S DE E OF GE OF NAME

The Petitioner by and thru his legal Counsel filed a Petition before this Court requesting this

Honorable Court to order the Change of his name from Mohammed Dukuly to Mohammed
Donzo.

During the hearing, the Petitioner testified that the Change of his name requesting this
Honorable Court is intended to reflect his true father’s name. Aihrconducm:gﬂienecessmy

interrogations required by law in these proceedings, the Court observed that the intention is
Jjust and legal and that there is no o/lenti :

L LB
That the Petitioner having sliovm’ wftj;~ i

December 20, 1992 in the J.tj of M vm, M
that he was born unto the union of NIF. !faﬁd 3
the Republic of Liberia and that the Change
interest in-all of the undefsmndmgé ami’ he.lp'to

‘fsand"“ ion that he was born on
1 oCouﬁty Republic of Liberia, and
and’Madam Masigbeh Dolley, all of
§ e will substantially promote his

denmymomﬁrmlyandthat

he has met all legal requirements/for the . is jurisdiction.
The Petition’ hawng been hearcL same.mhereby ordered and we now render that the
name Mohammed Dukuly B@b@mged: “Mohammed Do begummg this 12™8 Day of

February, A.D. 2021. 'I"hatal‘{’ﬂ@emnen\?s' ignca: —

remain valid. s N o

;/

THIS DECREE shall be regtstered\ & af the Registiar of DEEDS and other Official
‘Documentations within(10) days from th:s s dateand also be published twice in any recognized
Newspaper operating in the Republic of Liberia within twenty(20) days from this date. AND
ITIS HEREBY SO ORDERED.

herein prior to this decree

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF THIS
HONORABLE COURT, THIS 12™ DAY OF
FEBRUARY, A.D. 2021.

HIS HONOR PETER W. GBENEWELEH
ASSIGNED CIRCUIT JUDGE, PRESIDING
SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, CIVIL LAW COURT

svorume(} A—0O 2§ races DL

accountabte to work for the
peopte and hetp devetop the
country.

We must endeavor to
ensure that the marginatized,
disenfranchised and poor of
our society are not repeatedty
victimized by the potiticat
etites and cunning potiticat
actors, or actresses whose sote
aims are to gain government
emptoyment and to amass
ittegat weatth.”

He continues that the PLP
core betiefs of diversity and
inctusivity are based on a
conviction that cottectivism is
the progressive path to move
Liberia forward, and this is
grounded in six potiticat
tenets: Agricutture, Socio-
economic, Education, Heatth
and Wettbeing, Emptoyment,
and Infrastructure
Devetopments, with emphasis
on improving heatthcare,
roads, etectricity, water and
sewer, and human resource

devetopment without ctearty
detaiting how he intends to
achieve these services.

But Dr. Cassett is optimistic
these five potiticat tenets are
key etements in dignhifying the
tives of the Liberian peopte and
devetoping the country,
ptedging the PLP totat
commitment.

He observes that fear tooms
over Liberia about a potentiat
pubtic heatth situation in the
wake of the outbreak of Ebota in
neighboring Guinea and warns
the Weah administration not to
downptay the situation, adding,
“We att know so wett, the
devastating effects Ebota had
on our nation seven years ago. It
is therefore in the best interest
of pubtic safety that the
Government of Liberia acts
swiftty and effectivety by
imptementing measures to
protect our citizens and the
atready fragite economy.”
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Emmanuel B. Juduh

UL begins 101st commencement

UL’s Assistant Dean of the

yra "ate rom co Gges David A. Straz Sinje Technicat

and Vocationat Cottege,

detivering a keynote address

For as low as 60 USD,
at the 101st commencement you can own one OF
program, Madam Kuta Fofana,
noted that the road to success rhese!

is overrated, but suggested to You also enjoy 1GB free data every month for 6 months!
the graduatir'lg ctass that the Phone prices range between 60USD and above.

backbone of success is
service, hard work, and

Avadilable at: itel shop af Broad and Center Streets Intersection.

By Winston W. Parley

he University of
Liberia (UL) has
commenced its

101st graduation exercises for
the academic year
2019/2020, graduating the
first batch of 697 candidates
from three cotteges at the
Samuet Kanyon Doe Sports
Comptex in Paynesvitte.

This year’s commencement
ceremony began with a joint
program Monday, February 22,
2021 with UL’s foundationat
cottege, the Liberia Cottege of
Sociat Sciences and Humanities,
the Wittiam V.S. Tubman’s
Cottege of Education and the
David A. Straz Sinje Technicat
and Vocationat Schoot,
respectivety.

steeptess nights. o

The youthfut teader who 3Gor4c etinie
previousty worked as Assistant ii”;::;ff;anery $60
Minister at the Ministry of pually front and M
Youth and Sports during the Fingerprint/Face Unlock PoLus
past regime of Mrs. Etten 1GB data

Johnson - Sirteaf, totd the
graduates to take their
careers very seriousty and not
be comptacent at att times.

She notes that in their
struggtes for success in the
targer society, they must keep
in mind that faiture is part of
success, and atso an
opportunity for them to tearn
from their mistakes and
correct their past.

She suggests that UL shoutd
ensure that it encourages
research among its facutty

P> CONT’D ON PAGE 10

Dial ¥187# to gel 1GB free data after purchase. - 4

Haaland &

arcetona
presidentiat
candidate Toni

Freixa betieves the doubte
signing of Borussia
Dortmund’s Erting Haatand
and PSG star Kytian Mbappe is
possibte after securing €250
mittion of investment.

The etections on 7 March
witt decide who takes charge
of the Camp Nou ctub, with
Freixa running atongside Joan
Laporta and Victor Font.

Barca have been hit hard
by the financiat impact of the

Tl

¥ac

free every month for
6 m

onths

3 *+
(o cen ® ’

appe signings "ﬂllSﬂllIlﬂW ﬂﬂSSINE" for Bar(:a

coronavirus pandemic and are in
a precarious position with
enormous debts to repay.

But Freixa hinted that he witt
be abte to finance a big summer
of transfer activity from the
ctub despite their apparent
difficutties.

“We have ctosed an
agreement with an investor who
witt contribute €250 mittion for
Barca,” he totd Marca (via
Footbatt Espana).

“For the 2021-22 season, we
witt be abte to sign three stars,
two in attack and one in

The NeWDawn Press
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defence.

“We have tatked about the
possibitity of securing the
signings for next season. Barca
witt have the competitive team
that it has to have and that now
it does not have."

He was then asked about the
possibitity of Barcetona signing
Haatand and Mbappe, two stars
of the future who tit up the
Champions League tast week for
their respective ctubs.

“It is absotutety possibte,
and this is what Barca must do;
signing ptayers of that tevet,”
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