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wo Spaniards and an 
I r i s h  n a t i o n a l  Tabducted near a 

nature reserve in eastern 
Burkina Faso are believed to 
have died.

Spain's foreign minister 
says bodies found in the area 
appear to be those of two 
Spanish journalists.

Local security sources say 
an Irish national was also 

killed, though this has not been 
officially confirmed.

The Europeans were part of 
an anti-poaching patrol that 
was ambushed by gunmen near 
Pama Reserve on Monday.A local 
soldier was also abducted in the 
ambush, but further details 
w e r e  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
available.

No group said it had carried 
out the attack.

the attack had been launched 
by  j i h ad i s t s  who  had  
outnumbered the 15-person 
patrol.

One of the soldiers was shot 
in the leg and the other in his 
arm, causing it to be 
amputated, AP reports.

Vehicles and weapons were 
seized in the attack.Spanish 
Foreign Minister Arancha 
González Laya told reporters 
the Spanish journalists had 
been filming a documentary in 
Burkina Faso.

She said authorities were 
s t i l l  a w a i t i n g  f i n a l  
confirmation of their deaths, 
telling a news conference: 
"The situation is confusing."

Local sources told media 
outlets that an Irish national 
on the patrol had also been 
killed.

In a statement to the BBC, 
Ireland's department of 
foreign affairs said: "The 
Department is aware of the 

Burkina Faso is facing a 
deepening security crisis, like 
many of its neighbours, as 
Islamist armed groups carry 
out raids and kidnappings 
across much of the region.The 
patrol on Monday included 
soldiers, forest rangers and 
foreign reporters.

Two soldiers wounded in 
t h e  a m b u s h  t o l d  t h e  
Associated Press news agency 

talian police have 
carried out raids across Ithe country, arresting 

some 30 people suspected of 
operating for the Nigerian 
Black Axe mafia syndicate.

Police say they face about 
100 charges including drug 
and people trafficking, 
prostitution and internet 
fraud.The gang allegedly 
u s e d  t h e  B i t c o i n  
cryptocurrency to carry out 
c l a n d e s t i n e  f i n a n c i a l  
transactions on the dark 
web.Black Axe emerged from 

he US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken Thas urged Ethiopia to 

address what he described as 
an impending humanitarian 
disaster in the northern region 
of Tigray.

In a phone call with Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed, he said 
all troops from neighbouring 
Eritrea should be withdrawn 
immediately in a verifiable 
manner.

He expressed concerns 
abou t  e thn i c  t en s i on s  
elsewhere in the country.

The Ethiopian government 
hasn’t said anything about the 
call yet.

The State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price said 
that during the conversation 
with Mr Abiy, the secretary of 
state had stressed his support 
for  Eth iopia,  but  a lso  
expressed concerns about 
human rights abuses in 
Tigray.He said although the 

confraternities and campus 
cults, have names like Vikings, 
Eiye (a word in the local 
Yoruba language for bird), and 
the Buccaneers.They have a 
chain of command similar to 
militia groups, use code words 
and have insignia bearing the 
favourite weapon of the cult, 
along with its colour.

Members are promised 
protection from rival gangs, 

Nigeria in the 1970s, where they 
carried out rape, mutilation, 
and ritual murders.

They went on to build a 
p o w e r f u l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
network."There is evidence 
that the members had a direct 
connection with the Nigerian 
gang, drawing on the same 
vocabulary, symbols and 
affiliation rituals," Italian 
police said.Those arrested are 
accused of using Bitcoins on the 
dark web to buy the details of 
cloned credit cards, which were 

Eritrean government had said 
that it would withdraw its troops 
it hadn't actually done so."We 
have heard the Eritrean 
government's public statement 
that it will withdraw its forces 
from Tigray but that must still be 
implemented in practice. There 
is no evidence that such a 
withdrawal is underway and any 
such withdrawal must be 
immediate and verifiable," he 
said.

Mr Blinken’s comments may 
dampen the mood inside the 
Ethiopian government as they 
happened on the same day that 
the government announced with 
great fanfare the interest of 
international telecom giants to 
enter Africa’s biggest untapped 
market.

The secretary’s comments 
also serve as a reminder that the 
conflict in Tigray began almost 
six months ago and that there 
still isn’t an end in sight.

but it is mostly about power 
and popularity.

These secret societies are 
banned in Nigeria, and 
hundreds of members have 
been arrested and prosecuted 
over the years. Nevertheless, 
they continue to operate in the 
coun t r y,  e spec i a l l y  on  
university campuses, where 
they  s t i l l  a t t rac t  new 
members. BBC

used for online shopping 
sprees.

The arrests took place in 14 
provinces across the country 
and included the Black Axe's 
alleged leader in Italy - a 35-
year-old man who lived in 
L'Aquila, in the central 
Abruzzo region, Reuters news 
agency reported.

"This proves the ability of 
the judiciary and police forces 
to fight against old and new 
mafia groups which are trying 
to extend their criminal reach 
and expand their business," 
Interior Minister Luciana 
L a m o r g e s e  s a i d  i n  a  
statement.

They are one of the most 
notorious secret societies to 
have emerged from Nigeria.

The Black Axe surfaced in 
the 1970s and were originally 
known as the Neo Black 
Movement. Its founders said 
the group's aim was to 
"liberate" the black race.

But at universities, the 
group no longer seems to be 
driven by any political 
ideology. Instead, Black Axe 
members are accused of 
numerous killings and sexual 
attacks.Other Nigerian secret 
societies, also referred to as 

reports and is liaising closely 
with international partners 
regarding the situation on the 
ground."The kidnappings are 
the latest in the former French 
colony where wildlife reserves 
used to be popular with tourists. 
But many of them are in 
territory now targeted by 
jihadists.

Militant Islamist groups are 
believed to be holding several 
foreigners hostage in Burkina 
Faso, as well as in the 
neighbouring states of Mali and 
Niger, Reuters news agency 
reports.

The semi-arid region, known 
as the Sahel, has been hit by an 
insurgency since the militants 
captured last parts of northern 
Mali in 2012 and 2013.

France and other foreign 
troops have deployed troops to 
the region but have failed to end 
the insurgency.

The conflict has displaced 
nearly three million people.BBC

. 
 

Europeans feared dead after 
Burkina Faso abduction

Burkina Faso's security forces are battling to curb an insurgency

Italian police arrest 
suspected Nigerian gang

The suspects are accused of operating for the Black Axe 
mafia syndicate which emerged from Nigeria in the 1970s

US presses Ethiopia to act 
over 'humanitarian disaster'
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Commentary
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EW HAVEN – I have been in the economic 
forecasting business for close to 50 Nyears. I got my start in the early 1970s, 

on the research staff at the Federal Reserve in 
Washington, DC, before taking my crystal ball 
to Wall Street for over 30 years. For more than 
a decade, it has been the ivory tower at Yale – 
still dabbling in forecasting from time to time 
but mainly teaching, writing, and speaking.

Over that long stretch, my forecasting record 
has been mixed. There were a couple of 
memorable calls at the Fed, where I warned of 
a sharp recession in the mid-1970s and 
intractable inflation later in the decade. But I 
look back with the greatest pride on my 
collaboration with Larry Slifman in building 
the Fed’s first “black box” forecasting model 
that I believe is still largely in use today. We 
worked around the clock for several weeks to 
program linked computer-based spreadsheets 
(unheard of back then) as a replacement for 
the single-iteration monthly exercise 
previously done manually on a Monroe 
calculator. Our so-called judgmental approach 
was the point-counterpoint to the Fed’s 
renowned large-scale econometric model.

My Wall Street efforts were more thematic. I 
continued to forecast but focused more on big-
picture developments such as corporate debt 
and restructuring in the late 1980s, the 
productivity debate of the 1990s, global 
healing of a post-crisis world in the early 
2000s, and then my sweet spot, China and its 
impact on the global economy. My Wall Street 
forecasting record was good enough to 
maintain job security at Morgan Stanley, 
although there were several close calls.

Attempting to predict interest rates was my 
least favorite part of the job. With good 
reason. I remember walking into the old 
Morgan Stanley investment banking meeting 
room and seeing a chart of my predecessor’s 
bond market forecast sitting upside down on 
the floor. I was determined to avoid that fate. 
When my favorite bond trader started calling 
me “dart man,” I made an executive decision 
to disengage and hire an interest-rate 
strategist. Survival of the fittest, I guess.

I should have known better when I came off the 
bench as a retired forecaster last summer and 
penned a piece with the now memorable title 
of “America’s Coming Double Dip.” I argued 
that the post-pandemic rebound – a record 33% 
annualized pop in GDP in the third quarter of 
2020 following an equally sharp 31% 
contraction in the second period – was nothing 
more than an arithmetic yo-yo.

But that brilliant insight wasn’t really the 
point. I went on to stress that the nascent 
recovery was likely to be aborted by a relapse, 
as had occurred in eight of the preceding 11 
recessions since the end of World War II. A few 
months later, taking comfort from some 
economic indicators that had broken my way, I 
committed the most egregious forecasting sin 
of all: giving a date. I actually wrote that the 
coming double-dip was likely to occur by mid-
2021.

The worst forecasting mistake of my career? It 
sure seems that way. Rather than the relapse 

that I was looking for, there is now widespread 
talk of an open-ended boom. My well-trained 
successor team at Morgan Stanley, which has 
been aggressive and right with their forecast of 
a V-shaped snapback from the COVID-19 shock, 
is now calling for a nearly 10% annualized 
increase in US economic growth in the first half 
of 2021. That’s not exactly the dip that I, their 
former team leader, was expecting. Had I still 
been in that chair, the cold sweats of my job-
security nightmares undoubtedly would have 
returned.

Wall Street forecasters quickly learn the rules of 
culpability. Like bond and stock traders, the 
“mark-to-market” mindset forces intellectual 
accountability on economists and, sometimes, 
even on market strategists. That’s when it pays 
to have a cogent analytical framework that tells 
you what went wrong and why.

The double-dip call was premised on three 
considerations: historical precedent, lingering 
vulnerability, and the likelihood of another 
shock. The history of earlier business cycles was 
on my side. And with employment and real 
output remaining well below pre-pandemic 
peaks – especially for face-to-face activity in the 
all-important services sector – there appeared 
to be a compelling argument for lingering 
vulnerability. Lastly, with a new surge of COVID 
infections in November, December, and early 
January triggering partial lockdowns in about 
three-fourths of all US states, the case for 
another shock seemed reasonable. Putting it 
together, I concluded that it was only a matter of 
time before another dip would occur.

So, what happened?

Basically, the shock turned out to be short-lived 
– also for three reasons: vaccines, human 
nature, and Bidenomics. Just as Americans 
signed up for shots, COVID infection rates 
plunged to just 26% of their early January peaks. 
That development, together with a sharply 
accelerated vaccination trajectory, pointed to 
sooner-than-expected herd immunity and a 
prompt end to the pandemic. Second, dismissing 
worrisome new COVID variants, impatient 
Americans and their compliant political leaders 
are breaking with recommended public health 
restrictions. And, third, the fiscal floodgates 
have been opened as never before: the $900 
billion package of late 2020, followed by the 
$1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan in March, and 
now a proposed $2 trillion-plus of additional 
stimulus for infrastructure writ large dubbed 
the American Jobs Plan.

With the end of COVID in sight, all this has 
turned into a powerful pro-cyclical fiscal 
stimulus, which, together with ongoing 
unprecedented monetary accommodation, has 
made the boom a one-way bet. And those ever-
fickle economic indicators that were heading 
down late last year have now broken to the 
upside with a vengeance.

In the end, the confluence of science, politics, 
and the indomitable human spirit left my out-of-
consensus double-dip call in tatters. It wasn’t 
my first forecasting mistake, but it is probably 
the most glaring. Mea culpa is  an 
understatement. Back to the ivory tower.Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
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Weah's challenge to officials 
OFFICIALS OF THE Weah administration seem to be living 
deceitful lives with their people, disappointing the President 
each time he tours the country. Recently in Grand Cape County 
President Weah frowned at Senator Varney Sherman and other 
lawmakers of the county for not having a home or a place to 
host official delegation in the county they represent.
  
NOW IN GRAND Bassa County, President Weah was not just 
disappointed but physically upset with county officials, 
including superintendent and lawmakers, who were elegantly 
attired, for hosting him in an unkept town hall during a 
meeting with citizens. The President faced the unpleasant 
experience as he ended the third leg of his nationwide tour.

MR. WEAH: “LOOK at this, look at this, look at this, look 
around you, look at this and look at us, look at us (describing 
how splendidly dressed up they were as compared to the 
infrastructure they were sitting in and the environment). 
Sometimes, we should have consceince and be ashamed of 
oursleves. This place doesn't represent anything. You can't be 
repsenting people and bring the President and the entire 
government here. It is not possible.” 

MOVING HIS EYES around the hall in which the town hall 
meeting was being held, he lamented that the place was not fit 
for such gathering and that even their own dress code 
contradicted everything.

OFFICIALS OUGHT TO know that reality always contradicts 
pretense or false life. The fact of the matter is that the 
Presidents's nationwide did not come as a surprise. It had been 
planned for 2020, but was postponed because of COVID-19 and 
other official engagements.

EVEN PRIOR TO the start of the exercise this year, it was 
formally announced. So we are also surprised that county 
superintendents and their lawmakers would not prepared 
adequately to host the President and his entourage. Are Grand 
Bassa County Superintendent Janjay Vakpah, Senator 
Nyonblee Kangar Lawrence and her colleague lawmakers from 
the county saying they couldn't find paint in Buchanan, the 
provincial capital to give the town hall a facelift for President 
Weah's meeting with citizens? Quiet disappointing!

LAWMAKERS SHOULD NOT only focus on personal projects in 
their constituents but also the county they represent, 
especially, when the President is paying an official visit. He 
should be received and hosted in line with the esteem ascribes 
to the Presidency.

LEADERS SHOULD DESIST from dressing up and parading 
themselves in public shamelessly while the towns, villages, 
counties and people they represent remain in appalling 
conditions. This is not leadership but sheer hypocrecy! 

FROM RIVER GEE, Grand Cape Mount to Grand Bassa, the story 
is the same: Neglect and poorly managed infrastructure that 
does not properly portray the places they represent as leaders. 
Nevertheless, members of the Liberian Legislature preside 
over the national budget every year and apportion the national 
cake, even allotting themselves bigger shares.

IT'S TIME THEY change their leader style by placing the people 
and places they represent above personal interest to 
demonstrate the true leadership they ought to be.            
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My Worst Forecasting Mistake

By Stephen S. Roach
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i b e r i a ’ s  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Education, Professor D. Ansu LSonii, describes the teaching 

profession as a calling, rather than a 
job, stressing that teaching goes 
beyond simply doing a job. 

“The short coming of teaching 
here [is that] somehow people 
believe that teaching is a job. I have 
categorized teaching to be a calling. 
Teaching goes beyond doing a job. It is 
because of teaching the entire 
civilization has transitioned from 
yesterday to today…” Minister Sonii 
says.  

The Minister spoke at the launch of 
the newly refurbished French 
institute, Alliance Française Center 
on 94 UN Drive, Mamba Point in 
Monrovia, Thursday, April 22, 2021. 

He recalls experience from the 
Liberian Civil War when Liberians 
sought refuge in neighboring 
countries, especially French-

speaking countries, including Guinea, 
Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal, but they 
faced language barrier. 

Stressing the importance of the 
French language, Minister Sonii notes 
that many Liberians during the civil 
war suffered language barrier 
“Because places they could have 
crossed easily, they couldn’t. 
Especially, when you meet someone 
across the border, who does not 
understand your language; how do 
you communicate? That person across 
the border is not in need; it is you who 
are travelling in need. How do you 
express that need? There was a 
barrier.”

He underscores the need for 
Liberians to take the French language 
serious, but regrets lack of 
professionally trained French 
teachers in Liberia, noting that 
majority of the French teachers in 
schools are those who were 
compelled to speak French during the 
crises and are now teaching without a 

formal training.
He wonders now that the crises are 

over, how Liberia would survive in the 
midst of nations “who understand what 
we say but we don’t understand what 
they say?”  

Minister Sonii says this why he is 
optimistic about the reopening of the 
Alliance Française institute to help train 
French teachers for Liberia, pointing that  
President George Weah “speaks well the 
French language and understands what he 
(Weah) says, because some people speak 
but they do not understand what they 
say.” 

Earlier, the newly accredited French 
Ambassador in Monrovia, Michael Roux, 
said activities of the Alliance Française 
Center will provide new opportunities for 
Liberian youth to study, travel, do 
business and work abroad in French-
speaking countries.

Amb. Michael Roux says the Alliance 
Française will help provide intensive 

French training courses for Liberian 
students who are interested in studying in 
French-speaking countries before they 
leave Liberia, adding that the 
Government of France through the 
Agence Francaise de Development (AFD) 
has sent forty (40) Liberian students to 
the Houphouet Boigny Polytechnic 
Institute in Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire, 
on scholarship for studies in various 
fields, but those students were forced to 
do intensive French courses for six to 12 
months before starting their actual 
studies. 

He reveals that negotiations are 
currently ongoing to offer French training 
courses for the Armed Forces of Liberia, 
as Liberian troops are now involved in 
peacekeeping missions around the world, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 
Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), and others are 
assigned at the various borders with 
Guinea and la Cote d’Ivoire, two 
neighboring French-speaking countries. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Teaching is not a 
job, but a calling
-Liberia’s Education Minister Sonii

By Valery Guhena

Minister Ansu Sonii (Center) flanked by French diplomats 
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY
P.O. Box 4024

    

4th

 

Street Sinkor, Tubman Boulevard, 
1000 Monrovia, 10 Liberia

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
To provide consultancy services to review the Environmental Knowledge Management System, its set 

up, functionality and its user friendliness and procure additional subscriptions and software
REFRENCE NO: EOI/CCCD/EPA-2021-006
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY
 P.O. Box 4024

 4th

 

Street Sinkor, Tubman Boulevard

 1000 Monrovia, 10 Liberia

 
CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

To provide consultancy to undertake a financial and economic analysis of monitoring, enforcement, 
and compliances of Rio Conventions implementation

Terms of Reference  
REFRENCE NO: TOR/CCCD/EPA-2021-004

 Project Title: Strengthening National Capacities to Meet Global Environmental Obligations with the 
Framework of Sustainable Development Priorities

Job Title 

 

National Consultant 

 
Division/Department

 

Environmental Protection Agency/EPA

Programme/Project Number

 

GEF ID number: 9390 (Cross -Cutting Capacity 
Development Project/CCCD) 

Activity Result

 

Resource mobilization strategy

Assignment

 

Consultancy to und ertake a financial and economic 
analysis of monitoring, enforcement, and 
compliances of Rio Conventions implementation

Location Monrovia, Liberia

Report to   
National Project Director
Executive Director, EPA

Consultancy Duration: Two Months

 

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY

 P.O. Box 4024

 4th

 

Street Sinkor, Tubman Boulevard

 
1000 Monrovia, 10 Liberia
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FrançaisFrançais

e président George 
M a n n e h  W e a h  Lannoncera sous peu 

d e u x  é n o r m e s  
i n v e s t i s s e m e n t s  q u i  
relanceront massivement 
l’emploi dans le secteur 
privé, à en croire le ministre 
d ’ É t a t  a u x  a f f a i r e s  
présidentielles, Nathaniel 
McGill.

S e l o n  l e  m i n i s t r e  
Nathaniel McGill, toutes les 
p a r t i e s ,  à s a v o i r  l e  
g o u v e r n e m e n t  e t  l e s  
investisseurs ont déjà finalisé 
lesaccords.Il ne resteplus 
qu’au président Weah de 
fairel’annonce,ce qui sera le 
cas dans quelques semaines.

Au coursd’une émission 
sur Spoon FM (qui est aussi 
une télévision en ligne) le 
vendredi 23 avril, le ministre 
McGill a déclaré qu’il ne 
pouvait pas fournir plus de 
détails,car seul le président 
en a l’autorité. 

Il s’estdonc contenté de 
dire que l’investissement 
permettraà des centaines de 
milliers de citoyensd’avoir 
soit un emploie permanent 
oud’être des contractuels, 
tout en ajoutant que cela 
réduira considérablement le 
tauxde chômage et la misère 
à laquelle sont confrontés les 

Libériens dans tout le pays.
«En tant que gouvernement, 

nous sommes très préoccupés 
par le chômage qui fait des 
ravages au sein denotre société. 
Le président est très préoccupé 
et il continue de tendre la main 
e t  d ’ e n c o u r a g e r  l e s  
investissements étrangers 
directs dans son pays. Dieu 
merci, nous devons dire ce soir 
q u e  d e u x  é n o r m e s  
investissements sont à venir. Ce 
n’est pas moi qui l’annoncerai, 
ma i s  c ’e s t  Mons ieu r  l e  

P r é s i d e n t .  C e s  
investissements changeront 
considérablement la donne 
tant pour le gouvernement 
que pour les citoyens », a-t-il 
déclaré.

Donnantles raisons du 
retard des investissements 
d a n s  l e  p a y s  d e p u i s  
l’ascensionau pouvoir de 
l’administration actuelle, M. 
McGill aexpliquéque quand le 
gouvernement dirigé par la 
Coalition pour le changement 
démocratique a pris la tête du 
pays, les soldats de maintien 
de la paix de l’ONU et 

Ils sont désormais connus. 
Le programme de travail et les 
act ions pr ior ita ires  du 
gouvernement Patrick Achi.

« La Côte d’Ivoire doit être 
propulsée au rang de pays à 
revenu intermédiaire de la 
tranche supérieure d’ici à 
2023 », a déclaré le Premier 
ministre Patrick Achi, le 
vendredi 23 avril 2021 lors de 

la cérémonie de clôture du 
séminaire gouvernemental.

Pour atteindre cet objectif, 
cap sera mis sur les actions à 
mener dans le courant de 2021. 
La priorité selon le Premier 
Ministre.

« […] Je demande aux 
membres du gouvernement 
d’approfondir, en interne, leurs 
travaux afin de transmettre à la 

Primature, d’ici 8 jours, un 
t a b l e a u  d é t a i l l é  d e s  
réalisations prévues en 2021, 
avec des indicateurs de 
performance chiffrés et 
vérifiables. », a-t-il déclaré.

Dans son programme 
d’actions pour l’année 2021, 
le gouvernement accordera un 
intérêt plus important aux 
problématiques du capital 
humain, de l’accès universel 
aux biens et services publics 
essentiels (l’électricité, l’eau 
potable, la santé, l’habitat, la 
mobi l i té,  la  connexion 
digitale).

Par ailleurs, l’équipe 
Patrick Achi va s’attaquer à 
l’amélioration du cadre de vie 
de s  popu la t i on s ,  à  l a  
formation, à l’emploi des 
jeunes, à l’autonomisation des 
femmes mais surtout à la lutte 
contre la pauvreté, le 
renforcement de la cohésion 
sociale, la réconciliation 
nationale, la protection des 
droits humains, la justice, 
sécurité des biens et des 
personnes, la lutte contre la 
corruption et la lutte contre le 
terrorisme.

Ce qui sera fait dans le 

Les fonctionnaires de l’administration Weah semblenttromperle 
peuple et le président quis’en rend compte au fur et à mesure 
qu’il visite le pays. Récemment, dans le comté de Grand Cape, 
le président Weah à étédésagréablement surpris en serendant 
compte que le sénateur Varney Sherman et d’autres législateurs 
du comté n’ont pas de domicile ou de lieu pour accueillir une 
délégation officielle dans le comté qu’ils représentent.

Maintenant dans le comté de Grand Bassa, le président Weah 
n’était pas que déçu, il étaitlittéralement bouleversé par le fait 
que les responsables du comté, y compris le surintendant et les 
législateurs, n’avaientaucun lieu pour le recevoir à part 
unemairie mal tenue. Il a terminé la troisième étape de sa 
tournée nationale déçue.

M. Weah: «Regardez ceci, regardez ceci, regardez ceci, 
regardez autour de vous, regardez ceci et regardez-nous, 
regardez-nous (décrivant à quel point ils étaient 
magnifiquement habillés par rapport à l’infrastructure dans 
laquelle ils étaient assis et l’environnement). Parfois, il fautque 
nous ayonsuneconscience et ayons honte de nous même. Cet 
endroit ne représente rien. Vous ne pouvez pas êtreles 
représentants des gens et recevoir le Président et l’ensemble du 
gouvernement ici. Ce n’est pas possible ».

Jetant un regard autour de la salle dans laquelle se tenait la 
réunion, il a déploré que l’endroit ne soit pas adapté à un tel 
rassemblement et que même leur propre vêtements 
contredisait tout.

Les fonctionnaires doivent savoir que la réalité contredit 
toujours la fausseté.La vérité est que la tournéenationale du 
présidentn’a pas été une surprise. Elle était prévue pour 2020, 
mais elle aété reportée en raison du COVID-19 et d’autres 
engagements officiels.

Même avant le début de cettetournée cette année, elleavait été 
officiellement annoncée. Nous sommes donc également surpris 
que les surintendants de comté et les législateurs ne se soient 
pas suffisamment préparés à accueillir le président et son 
entourage. Le surintendant du comté de Grand Bassa, 

JanjayVakpah, la sénatrice NyonbleeKangar Lawrence et ses 
collègues législateurs du comté veulent-ils nous dire qu’ils n’ont 
pas trouvé de peinture à Buchanna, la capitale provinciale, pour 
donner à l’hôtel de ville une cure de jouvence pour la réunion du 
président Weah avec les citoyens?Commec’est décevant!

Les législateurs ne devraient pas se concentrer sur leurs projets 
personnels seulement,il fautqu’ils pensent aussi à leurs 
électeurs, il fautqu’ils pensent aussi àleur comté qu’ils 
représentent, en particulier lorsque le président effectue une 
visite officielle. Il doit être reçu et hébergé dans le respect et 
l’estime réservés à la présidence.

Àquoi bon de se vêtir très élégamment et se promener partout 
pendant que les villes, les villages, les comtés et les personnes 
qu’ils représentent restent dans des conditions épouvantables. 
Ce n’est pas du leadership mais de l’hypocrisie!

River Gee, Grand Cape Mount et Grand Bassa, c’estla même 
histoire: négligence et infrastructures mal géréeset délabrée au 
point qu’on a l’impression qu’elles ne sontpas des lieux qu’ils 
représentent en tant que leaders. Pourtant, les membres du 
pouvoirlégislatif libérien décident chaque année du budget 
national et distribuent le gâteau national, s’attribuant même 
des parts plus importantes.

Il est temps qu’ils changent leur style de leadership en plaçant 
les personnes et les lieux qu’ils représentent au-dessus de leurs 
intérêts personnels pour démontrerle véritable leadership 
qu’onattendd’eux.

Éditorial
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Bientôt, d’énormes investissements 
pour réduire le chômage 
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EW HAVEN – Cela fait près de 50 ans que 
j’effectue des prévisions économiques. J’ai Ncommencé au début des années 1970, au sein 

de l’équipe de recherche de la Réserve fédérale à 
Washington DC, avant d’emporter avec moi ma boule 
de cristal vers Wall Street, pour y travailler pendant 
plus de 30 ans. J’exerce désormais dans ma tour 
d’ivoire à Yale depuis plus de dix ans – m’essayant 
encore aux prévisions de temps en temps, mais 
concentré essentiellement sur l’enseignement, 
l’écriture et les prises de parole.

Sur l’ensemble de cette longue période, le bilan de 
mes prévisions est mitigé, marqué par plusieurs 
séquences mémorables au sein de la Fed, lorsque j’ai 
mis en garde sur une forte récession au milieu des 
années 1970, puis sur une inflation inextricable plus 
tard dans la décennie. Mais ma plus grande fierté 
réside dans ma collaboration avec Larry Slifman, 
avec qui nous avons élaboré le premier modèle de 
prévision de la Fed recourant à une approche de « 
boîte noire », qui selon moi demeure encore 
largement utilisé aujourd’hui. Nous avons travaillé 
très dur pendant plusieurs semaines pour 
programmer des feuilles de calculs informatiques 
connexes (une nouveauté à l’époque), afin de 
remplacer un exercice mensuel à itération unique qui 
était auparavant effectué sur une calculatrice 
mécanique Monroe. Notre approche dite subjective a 
constitué le point-contrepoint du célèbre modèle 
économétrique à grande échelle de la Fed.

Mes travaux à Wall Street ont été plus thématiques. 
J’ai continué d’effectuer des prévisions, mais en me 
concentrant davantage sur les grandes évolutions 
telles que la dette des entreprises et la 
restructuration de la fin des années 1980, le débat sur 
la productivité des années 1990, la reprise globale 
dans un monde post-crise au début des années 2000, 
puis sur mon sujet de prédilection, à savoir la Chine 
et son impact sur l’économie planétaire. Mes 
prévisions à Wall Street ont été suffisamment justes 
pour que je puisse bénéficier de la sécurité de 
l’emploi chez Morgan Stanley, malgré plusieurs 
imperfections.

La prédiction des taux d’intérêt fut l’exercice qui me 
plut le moins, et pour de bonnes raisons. Je me 
souviens entrer dans l’ancienne salle de réunion de 
l’activité bancaire d’investissement de Morgan 
Stanley, et découvrir à l’envers sur le sol plusieurs 
graphiques de mon prédécesseur, portant sur les 
prévisions des marchés obligataires. J’étais 
déterminé à ne pas vivre le même sort. Lorsque mon 
négociateur d’obligations préféré a commencé à 
m’appeler « dart man », j’ai pris la décision 
exécutive de me désengager et d’embaucher un 
stratégiste des taux d’intérêt. La survie par 
l’adaptation, j’imagine.

J’aurais dû faire preuve de plus de discernement 
lorsque j’ai quitté le banc des prévisionnistes 
économiques à la retraite, pour rédiger l’été dernier 
le désormais mémorable article « Le double dip 
approche aux États-Unis ». J’y affirmais que le 
rebond postpandémique – augmentation annualisée 
record de 33 % du PIB au troisième trimestre 2020, 
après une contraction comparable de 31 % au 
deuxième – n’était rien de plus qu’un yo-yo 
arithmétique.

Mais cette affirmation brillante ne constituait pas 
réellement le cœur du sujet. Je poursuivais en 
insistant sur l’idée que la reprise naissante serait 
probablement marquée par une rechute, comme lors 
de huit des 11 récessions précédentes observées 
depuis la fin de la Seconde Guerre mondiale. 
Quelques mois plus tard, conforté par certaines 
indicateurs économiques qui s’inscrivaient dans mon 
sens, je commettais le plus grand péché en matière 
de prévisions : formuler une date. J’affirmais en 
effet que la récession à double creux qui s’annonçait 
surviendrait probablement en milieu d’année 2021.

La pire erreur de prévision de ma carrière ? Il semble 
que oui. En lieu et place de la rechute que j’annonçais, 
les discussions portent aujourd’hui très largement sur 
un boom majeur. L’équipe très compétente qui m’a 
succédé chez Morgan Stanley, qui a fourni un travail 
intense et juste dans ses prévisions autour d’une reprise 
en forme de V après le choc du COVID-19, parle 
désormais d’une augmentation annualisée de près de 10 
% de la croissance économique américaine au premier 
trimestre 2021. Pas tout à fait le creux auquel je 
m’attendais, moi l’ancien directeur de l’équipe. Si 
j’avais encore été aux fonctions, les sueurs froides et 
cauchemars sur ma sécurité de l’emploi auraient 
certainement fait leur retour.

Les prévisionnistes de Wall Street apprennent 
rapidement les règles de la culpabilité. Comme chez les 
négociateurs d’obligations et d’actions, l’état d’esprit 
de « valeur du marché » contraint les économistes, et 
parfois même les stratégistes de marché, à rendre des 
comptes sur le plan intellectuel. C’est ici que le recours 
à un cadre analytique cohérent, susceptible de vous 
indiquer ce qui n’a pas fonctionné, et pourquoi, trouve 
toute son utilité.

Mon hypothèse de récession à double creux reposait sur 
trois considérations : précédents historiques, 
vulnérabilité persistante, et probabilité d’un choc 
supplémentaire. L’histoire des précédents cycles 
économiques penchait de mon côté. L’emploi et la 
production réelle demeuraient bien en dessous des 
sommets prépandémiques – notamment pour l’activité 
à contact humain du très important secteur des services 
– ce qui semblait constituer un argument clair en faveur 
d’une vulnérabilité persistante. Enfin, compte tenu 
d’une nouvelle explosion du nombre d’infections au 
COVID-19 durant les mois de novembre, décembre et 
début janvier, accompagnée de confinements partiels 
dans près de trois quart des États américains, le fait 
d’annoncer un nouveau choc semblait raisonnable. 
Faisant la synthèse de tous ces aspects, j’en concluais 
que la survenance d’un nouveau creux n’était plus 
qu’une question de temps.

Que s’est-il alors passé ?

Pour l’essentiel, le choc s’est révélé de courte durée – 
pour trois autres raisons également : vaccins, nature 
humaine, et Bidenomics. Alors même que les 
Américains s’inscrivaient pour un rendez-vous de 
vaccination, le taux d’infection au COVID chutait à 
seulement 26 % du pic de début janvier. Cette 
évolution, accompagnée d’une nette accélération de la 
trajectoire de vaccination, a annoncé une immunité 
collective plus précoce que prévue, et une fin toute 
proche de la pandémie. Deuxièmement, prêtant peu 
attention aux nouveaux variants inquiétants du COVID-
19, des Américains impatients et leurs dirigeants 
politiques conciliants rompent avec les restrictions de 
santé publique recommandées. Troisièmement, les 
écluses budgétaires sont ouvertes comme jamais : plan 
de 900 milliards $ fin 2020, suivi d’un programme 
américain de sauvetage de 1 900 milliards au mois de 
mars, puis désormais proposition de relance 
supplémentaire de plus de 2 000 milliards $ pour les 
infrastructures au sens large, baptisée American Jobs 
Plan.

L’après-COVID à portée de vue, tous ces éléments ont 
produit une puissante relance budgétaire procyclique 
qui, accompagnée d’une actuelle souplesse monétaire 
sans précédent, fait du boom annoncé un pari sûr. Par 
ailleurs, les indicateurs économiques toujours 
inconstants qui s’orientaient à la baisse en fin d’année 
dernière repartent à la hausse de manière insolente.

Finalement, la confluence des sciences, de la politique, 
et d’une nature humaine insaisissable, a taillé en pièces 
ma prévision peu consensuelle de récession à double 
creux. Ce n’est pas ma première erreur de prévision, 
mais c’est sans doute la plus flagrante. Mea culpa est ici 
un euphémisme. Retour à ma tour d’ivoire.

d ’ a u t r e s  p a r t e n a i r e s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a u x  q u i  
soutenaient le processus de 
p a i x  e t  d ’ a u t r e s  
fonctionnaires ont quitté le 
L ibér ia,  au point  que 
l’administration Weah n’avait 
aucun choix que de repartir à 
zéro.

 « Et avant que le président 
puisse achever la formation 
de son gouvernement, il y a eu 
l a  t r i s t e  e t  c é l è b r e  
manifestation du 6 juin qui a 
créé de graves menaces 
politiques et de l’insécurité 
pour la paix et la stabilité de 
l’État, effrayant ainsi les 
investisseurs potentiels, 
quiont adopté une attitude 
attentiste ».

Selon lui, alors que le 
gouvernement tentait de 
redonner espoir aux citoyens 
e t  a u x  i n v e s t i s s e u r s  
étrangers, la pandémie de la 
COVID-19 a immobilisé le 
monde entier.

 « Et maintenant, au fur et 

à mesure que la COVID-19 
diminue, des investisseurs 
sérieux arrivent dans le pays 
avec d’énormes potentiels 
d’investissement.Et le président 
Weah a accepté de s’engager 
pleinement dans le processus 
afinque les citoyens et les 
personnes qualifiées puissent 
avoir la possibilité de travailler 
et de mettre de la nourriture sur 
leurs tables respectives pour 
leurs familles.

Le ministre McGill, qui fut 
président national du CDC, a 
révélé en outre que des 
modalités sont en cours 
d ’ é l a b o r a t i o n  p o u r  l a  
construction d’un nouveau 
centre médical John F. Kennedy.

Il a dit que des experts de 
b o r d  o n t  c o n s e i l l é  a u  
gouvernement de construire un 
b â t i m e n t  u l t r a m o d e r n e  
entièrement équipé,car l’actuel 
centre médical JFK a servile 
pays pendant plus de 50 ans et 
doit être remplacé.

domaine de la santé
Sur ce point, les Ivoiriens 

attendent beaucoup de 
P a t r i c k  A c h i  e t  s e s  
collaborateurs. Pour répondre 
à  c e s  a t t e n t e s ,  l e  
gouvernement va rendre 
opérationnel le service de 
gynéco obstétrique du CHU de 
Treichvi l le,  rétabl ir  la 
continuité de service du CHU 
de Yopougon.

Dans le secteur de l’eau et 
l’électricité

Depuis plusieurs semaines 
d e s  d i f f i c u l t é s  e n  
approvisionnement de l’eau 
potable et des coupures 
intempestives de l’électricité 
sont récurrentes dans le 
District d’Abidjan et des villes 
de l’intérieur du pays.

Pour résoudre ce problème 
devenu un véritable casse-
tête pour les populations, 
plusieurs actions seront 
menées, a rassuré le Premier 
ministre. Pour cette année 
2021, le gouvernement va 
accroître la production d’eau 
potable et réal iser  le 
branchement de 200.000 dans 
le cadre du programme « 
Électricité pour tous ».

La gouvernance
Le gouvernement annonce 

l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  l a  
r é h a b i l i t a t i o n  e t  
l’équipement des tribunaux, 
la mise en place des comités 
régionaux et locaux de suivi 
de la mise en œuvre du PND et 
production du rapport de 
performance 2021.

Aussi, des actions seront 
e n t r e p r i s e s  p o u r  l e  
d é n o m b r e m e n t  s u r  
l’ensemble du territoire 

national, pour la réalisation de 
l’Enquête démographique de 
Santé en Côte d’Ivoire (EDS), 
l ’ opé ra t i onna l i s a t i on  du  
Programme d’Appui à la 
Planification territoriale (PAPT), 
l’intensification de la mise en 
œuvre du Programme national 
d ’ A p p u i  a u x  R é f o r m e s  
institutionnelles et à la 
Modernisation de l’État (PRIME).

Dans le domaine de l’emploi 
et du capital humain

Ce sont entre autres, 
l ’ i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  d e  l a  
construction et de l’équipement 
d e s  é t a b l i s s e m e n t s  
d’enseignement secondaire (74 
collèges de proximité (MCC), 
neuf lycées de jeunes filles dotés 
d’internats et 123 collèges de 
proximité) pour le secteur 
éducation formation.

Le développement de classes 
passerelles au profit de 4500 
enfants hors du système 
éducatif, la prise en compte des 
effets induits par le nouveau 
décret relatif à la suppression 
des cotisations des Comités de 
Gestion des Etablissements 
Scolaires (COGES) et la mise en 
œuvre du plan stratégique 
national d’alphabétisation 
seront effectués au cours de 
l’année 2021.

Au terme de ce séminaire de 
trois jours, le  Premier Ministre 
ivoir ien, Patrick Achi, a 
réaffirmé l’engagement du 
gouvernement à mettre en 
œuvre ces actions annoncées 
pou r  l ’ amé l i o ra t i on  de s  
c o n d i t i o n s  d e  v i e  d e s  
populations.

FrançaisFrançais
Bientôt, d’énorme 
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Ma pire erreur de prévision

By Stephen S. Roach
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he leader of the 
o p p o s i t i o n  TAlternative National 

Congress (ANC) Alexander B. 
Cummings is calling for the 
immediate release of all 34 
persons arrested and jailed, 
in connection to recent 
violent protests in Maryland 
County, since the last 28 days.  
The ANC is a constituent 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f o u r  
Collaborating Political Parties 
that seek to restrict President 
George Manneh Weah to a one 
term in 2023.

H e  a l s o  c a l l s  f o r  
immediate lifting of the 
curfew imposed by President 
Weah as a result of the violent 
protests in the county 
following the brutal murder 
of a commercial motorcyclist 
M o r d a c i o u s  N y e m a h ,  
stressing “Except to unfairly 
punish our people, there is 
now no reason to keep our 
people under curfew, which is 
causing more hardships.” 

Delivering a nationwide 

address in Monrovia Tuesday, 
27  Ap r i l  on  f r equen t  
susp ic ious  deaths  and 
violence in the country, Mr. 
C u m m i n g s ,  a  f o r m e r  
presidential candidate, 
noted that “mysterious 
deaths” under the Weah 
administration are plenty! 
And wonders how many times 
are Liberians going to be 
expressing sympathies to 
families for the mysterious 
deaths of their loved ones? 
“How can anyone in our 
country feels safe when the 
government cannot explain 
how people are disappearing 
and dying?”  He asks.

Delays in charging and 
sending suspects to court led 
to mass citizens’ protests in 
the county marred by arson 
attacks on public and private 
properties. 

Mr. Cummings says when a 
government is silent, or 
cannot seriously investigate 
and convincingly explain the 
deaths of people that 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s  a c t u a l l y  
encouraging cr iminals  to 
continue to kill people, which 
threaten the lives of everyone, 
adding, “This is not how serious 
governments behave. It is not 
how governments show they care 
about the lives of their people.” 

He notes that today, in many 
places in and around Monrovia, 
in the day or night, people are 
scared to walk the streets, and 
communities are unsafe, as 
drugs and crimes take over 
streets and neighborhoods. 

“The people who should be 
helping to protect our people are 
themselves helping to sell the 
drugs to our children. The people 
who should be fighting crimes 
are looking the other way while 
people are being robbed and 
harmed, and while armed 
robbers are breaking into homes 
terrorizing sleeping families.”

He reflects that when 
President Weah was asked about 
the “mysterious deaths” and the 
fear people are now living under, 
the President responded that 

people should go and buy CCTV. 
“What kind of President tells 
families who are crying for the 
wicked killing of their relatives 
to go buy CCTV? How many 
Liberians can buy CCTV?”

The ANC leader notes that 
many Liberians are unemployed, 
and those who are lucky to be 
working, the government has cut 
their salaries so much that there 
is barely anything left to do 
anything, let alone buy CCTV! 

He says for many civil 
servants, the monthly cost of 
transportation is more than their 
harmonized salaries, and the 
daily life of ordinary Liberians is 
characterized by struggle to eat, 
or to pay rent, or to pay school 
fees, lamenting that when 
someone gets sick, the whole 
family is likely to breakdown 
because they can hardly afford 
to pay the hospital bill. 

Cummings continues that 
maybe some of the President’s 
friends and officials can buy 
CCTV, but reminded that it is not 
the President’s friends and 

officials that are dying 
myster ious ly,  or  being 
harmed, robbed and are 
scared to walk the streets or 
get in a taxi cab at night. “It is 
ordinary Liberians that are 
now living through this hell. 
And they cannot afford 
CCTV.” 

He says governments have 
a duty to protect everyone, 
including those who can 
afford and those who cannot, 
because every life is precious. 

“All over the world”, he 
says, “the first thing every 
government tries to not fail in 
doing is protecting the lives of 
its people”, but somehow 
President Weah’s Government 
is failing, again. 

“My people, I don't know 
how, but today, I have come to 
beg you to please protect 
yourselves. Get home early. 
Lock your doors at night. Look 
out for each other. Do your 
best  to  be  safe”  the  
opposition leader urges. 

He vows: “From the 
bottom of my heart, I promise 
you - we will work as hard as 
we can to make President 
Weah a one-time President. 

And when we do, we will 
end this mysterious deaths 
business in our country by 
going back and investigating 
all of these deaths, from Mr. 
Matthew Innis to Mr. Anthony 
Johnson. Anyone we find to be 
involved - big hand or small 
hand - we will arrest you, try 
you, and punish you severely, 
in keeping with the law.”

Recently, the regional 
chairperson of the ANC, 
Augustine Krah, in a press 
statement condemned the 
murder of motorcyclist 
Nyemah and regretted the 
situation that some citizens 
took in drawing government’s 
attention for redress.

Mr. Krah stressed that the 
party doesn't believe in or 
tolerate unlawful acts to 
correct any wrong, so if there 
is a situation of such, citizens 
should always channel their 
grievances to the government 
through a timely and peaceful 
manner.

On April 8, 2021, the 
Government of  L iberia 
charged all 34 suspects and 
sent them to the Pleebo 
Magisterial Court, but they 
were later transferred to the 
Zwedru Correction Palace in 
G r a n d  G e d e h  C o u n t y,  
awaiting trial, as a result of 
destruction of the prison 
facility in Harper City, 
Maryland County.

According to the April 8th 
Police charge sheet, the 34 
men were charged with 
multiple crimes, ranging from 
robbery, criminal conspiracy, 
arson, r iot, fai lure to 
disperse, criminal mischief, 
obstruction of highways and 
other public areas, and 
disorderly conduct.

removal.
“None of those processes 

includes the killing of any of 
t ho se  j udge s  o r  even  
committing violence against 
them. That is a crime,” he 
says.

According to Cllr. Gongloe, 
this is one of the reasons why 
the LNBA is taking the lead to 
ensure that the extraordinary 
tribunal for war and economic 
crimes court as recommended 
b y  t h e  T r u t h  a n d  
Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) is established in Liberia.

He believes that the 
establishment of such a court 
is the only way that Liberia 
will slow down or probably 
curtail the level of violence 
and impunity.

In the same vein, the Bar 
president discloses that he 
recently had nearly two hours 
meeting with the American 
Ambassador to Liberia Michael 
A. McCarthy, and subsequently 
with a UN authority in Liberia 
and spoke on a wide range of 
issues including corruption, 
the judicial system and 
governance issues as well as 
providing legal aid to access to 
justice.

Gongloe says he “was very 
satisfied leaving that meeting 
that the world is prepared to 
support Liberia if the people 
of Liberia are prepared for 
accountability.”

He applauds the American 
Embassy for its decision to 
deny  peop le  tha t  a re  
considered corrupt in the 
three branches of government 
visas.

The LNBA president further 
appeals to the American 
Embassy to spread i ts  
tentacles to make sure that 
people even at the civil 
service level who … are 
stealing from Liberians should 
not be given visas to go to the 
United States.

Gongloe believes that the 
United States will be making 
itself a co - conspirator by 
continuing to allow into that 
country people who are visibly 
stealing from Liberians.

“I also appealed to the 
American Ambassador that 
through his office, the United 
States government should 
persuade the EU [European 
Union] Countries, also to deny 
visas to people working in the 
three branches of government 
that are corrupt,” says 
Gongloe.

In a recent interview with 
Spoon FM, Mr. Mark Jabateh is 
seen in a video accusing Chief 
Justice Korkpor of allegedly 
being behind a land dispute in 
Nimba County.

Recent violent clashes in 
the county fol lowed a 
demolition exercise carried 
out on Monday, 19 April 2021 

based on a court eviction order 
issued by the 8th Judicial Circuit 
Court in Sanniquellie, Nimba 
County.

The demolished buildings 
were situated on disputed land 
between the Jabateh and Donzo 
families on one hand and Fred 
Johnson on the other. 

Dispute over this parcel of 
land has been going for a 
protracted period of time.

Joint security officers 
including Police and Liberia 
Immigration Services (LIS), were 
seen guarding the site on the 
Dunbar Field around the 
Saclepea Parking Station.

In May 2019, a case over the 
same place where stirred the 
recent violent demonstration in 
Nimba was filed before the 
Community Court of Justice of 
the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), 
and that case was between the 
Government of Liberia and the 
members of the Mandingo tribe 
of Ganta, Nimba County.

The  s u i t  i n  que s t i on  
emanated from a long-standing 
land dispute, which was offset 
by the “illegal occupation” of 
real properties of residents of 
Ganta, who are mainly the 
members of the Mandingo tribe, 
who fled the country during the 
war.

However, Jabateh, claimed in 
the interview last week 
M a n d i n g o s  a r e  b e i n g  
marginalized in Nimba County 
because Chief Justice Korkpor 
has appointed Manor people as 
judges in the county instead of 
appointing Vai people from 
Grand Cape Mount County to 
serve as judges in Nimba County.

He claimed that some ex - 
fighters were due to carry out an 
alleged attack on a Mosque in 
Gnata at night, thereby calling 
on the police and the army to 
intervene.

As such, Jabateh vowed that 
“if a single Mandingo man is 
killed in Ganata, that means we 
will kill the Chief Justice of the 
Republic of Liberia because he is 
responsible for the land dispute 
in Nimba County.”

“If a single Mandingo man is 
killed in Nimba County today, 
some of us will sacrifice our lives 
because enough is enough! We 
have been marginalized. We 
have been marginalized. When 
Ellen Johnson - Sirleaf came she 
failed to settle the land dispute 
i n  N i m b a  C o u n t y,  i t ’ s  
continuing,” he says in the 
interview.

He indicated that he was 
mobilizing his brothers and 
sisters, monitoring the situation 
in Nimba County and threatened 
that if there was any attempt by 
any group of people to kill a 
single Mandingo man, that 
means maybe ECOWAS or UN will 
come in.
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Cummings makes demands  
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he UK for the first 
time on Monday Tp l a c e d  2 2  

individuals on assets freezes 
and travel bans for their 
involvement in corruptions in 
their respective countries.

The move, according to a 
release issued from the 
British Foreign Secretary 
office on Monday April 26, is 

in line with the new Global 
Anti-Corruption sanctions 
regime which gives the UK 
unprecedented power to stop 
corrupt actors profiting from 
the  UK  e conomy  and  
exploiting its citizens.

“This new regime will 
allow the UK to combat 
ser ious  corrupt ion,  in  
part icular br ibery and 

misappropriat ion. I t  wi l l  
promote effective governance, 
robust democratic institutions 
and  t he  r u l e  o f  l aw  –  
demonstrating our powers as a 
force for good around the 
world,” the release said.

The 22 individuals are said to 
be involved in notorious 
corruption cases in Russia, South 

Africa, South Sudan and 
throughout Latin America. 

The release quotes Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab, as 
saying, “Corruption has a 
corrosive effect as it slows 
development, drains the wealth 
of poorer nations and keeps their 
people trapped in poverty. It 
poisons the well of democracy.

“The individuals we have 

sanctioned today have been 
involved in some of the most 
notorious corruption cases 
around the world.

“Global Britain is standing 
up for democracy, good 
governance and the rule of 
law. We are saying to those 
i n v o l v e d  i n  s e r i o u s  
corruption: we will not 
tolerate you or your dirty 
money in our country.”

“Measures are deliberately 
targeted, so the UK can 
impose sanctions on corrupt 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e i r  
enablers, rather than entire 
nations,” it added.

The move is also being 
taken partly in line with the 
US, which simultaneously 
announced further corruption 
sanctions. The British Foreign 
Secretary release also noted 
that acting together sends the 
clearest possible signal that 
corruption comes with a 
heavy price.

“ C o r r u p t i o n  h u r t s  
individuals and undermines 
global trade, development 
and the rule of law. Over 2% of 
g lobal  GDP is  lost  to 
corruption every year, and 
corruption increases the cost 
o f  do ing  bus iness  fo r  
individual companies by as 
much as 10%.

Corruption also threatens 
our national security by 
exacerbating conflict and 
facilitating serious and 
organised crime, creating 
space for terrorist and 
criminal groups like Daesh and 
Boko Haram to operate, the 
release added.

iber ia ’s  p ioneer  
cement company,  LC e m e n c o  h a s  

established a sub-office  in 
Harper City, Maryland County, 
the first in southeast Liberia.

Cemenco Management 
opened the sub-office on 
Monday, April 26, 2021 at 
their newly established 
facility near Harper Stadium 
Road in Maryland.

The occasion brought 
t o g e t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  
officials including Maryland 
County Electoral Distric#1 
Representative P. Mike Jury, 
County Super intendent 
George A. Proud, mayors of 
Pleebo and Harper cities, 
officials of the Liberia 
Marketing Association, the 
Human Resource Manager of 
b o t h  C a v a l l a  Ru b b e r  
C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
Maryland Oil Palm Plantation, 
the Muslim community and 
County Attorney, among 
others.

Cemenco Regional Manager 
Mr. Robert O. Marshall, lauded 
citizens, including officials of 
government for gracing the 
ceremony.

He noted that the extension 
to the county followed several 
surveys,  which informed 
management about the need to 

provide access to the public.
Mr. Marshall said although 

the venture would face 
constraints in terms of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
southeast because of bad 
roads, price for a bag of 
cement in the southeast will 
be different from rivals in the 
industry.

Mr. Marshall disclosed the 
Liberian Cement Cooperation 

will sell the product for a 
minimum cost of US$9.50.

He added the company has 
already secured a vessel to 
regularly transport the 
cement to the region.

The regional manager of 
the Liberian cement industry 
has called on the citizens to 
take advantage of the greatest 
opportunity while at the same 
time calling on the Maryland 
C o u n t y  d i s t r i c t # 1  
Representative P. Mike Jury to 
speak  on  the i r  beha l f  
concerning the costs charged 
for transporting the cement 
f rom Monrov i a  to  the  
southeast. For his part, 
Maryland County Electoral 
district#1 Representative P. 
Mike Jury, has commended the 
Liberian cement cooperation 
for extending its regional 
office in the southeast.

The Maryland County 
district#1 Representative 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
decentralization of the 
Liberian cement cooperation 
with help to improve the 
infrastructure development in 
Maryland county.

Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  J u r y  

continue that, over the years, 
the price of cement has been 
high because the government 
hasn't been in the position to 
check some of those dealers due 
to the constraints in bring goods 
to the southeast base on roads 
connectivity.

Representative Jury said the 
initiative to bring cement to the 
people at a reasonable price is 
good and a great opportunity for 
the Maryland market.

Pleebo City Mayor Kyen said 
although the coming of Cemenco 
to Maryland is a great help but 
land space in the district has 
been a major challenge.

Mayor Kyen disclosed that the 
total land space of Pleebo City is 
about 700,000 hectares, noting 
that the entire land space has 
been taken away by the Cavalla 
Rubber Cooperation.

He noted that several 
recommendations had been 
made to the government and the 
Cavalla Rubber Cooperation to 
provide a little land space to the 
people of Pleebo, but there has 
been no response.

He called on Representative 
Jury to take this appeal before 
the Maryland Legislative Caucus 
for consideration.

At the same time, Maryland 
County Superintendent Proud 
h a s  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  
Management of the Liberian 
Cement Cooperation for the 
move and promised that local 
authorities of the county will 
work in line with the Maryland 
Legislative Caucus to engage the 
government on charges at the 
Port of Harper for transporting 
commodities via sea. 

Ordinary citizens in the 
county lauded the Government 
of Liberia for the initiative, 
which they noted will help in 
improving their living condition 
because high cost of cement bag 
had deprived them of embarking 
on construction. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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UK sanctions 22 for corruption

Cemenco opens sub-office 
in Maryland County

By Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
extraordinary tribunal for war 
and economic crimes,” Cllr. 
Gongloe says.

Cllr. Gongloe condemns 
Jabateh’s threat on the life of 
Chief Justice Korkpor, saying 
the Judicial branch, just like 
the other two branches of 
government, has challenges 
and the citizens, especially 
lawyers, are working to help 
improve the system.

“But that should not give 
anybody in this country the 
right to threaten any judge, 
any magistrate, any Justice of 
the Supreme Court based on 
how they see their work,” 
Gongloe warns.

The  LNBA p res ident  
cautions that Liberians have 
to work for building a country 
of rule of law, noting that if 
you are not satisfied with a 
magistrate, judge or Justices 
of the Supreme Court, there 
are legal processes to seek 
redress including their 

ep Guardiola says 
the task of trying to 
stop Paris Saint-P

Germain star Neymar is 
enough to keep him awake at 
night.

Manchester City are away 
to PSG in the first leg of their 
Champions League semi-final 
tie on Wednesday, neither 
side having won the famous 
trophy before.

G u a r d i o l a  h a d  l e f t  
Barcelona by the time 
Neymar arrived at Camp Nou 
in  2013,  the  fo rward  

eventually forming a historic 
front three with Lionel Messi 
and Luis Suarez.

Such is the quality of 
Neymar, the City boss feels his 
former club would have won 
many more Champions League 
crowns had the Brazil talisman 
not moved to PSG in 2017.

Guardiola feels there is 
only so much that can be done 
against world-class opponents 
like Neymar and Kylian 
Mbappe and wants City to 
impose themselves on the 
game rather than set out just 

to stop PSG.
"Always unbelievable, the 

quality of these players they 
h a v e , "  G u a r d i o l a  s a i d .  
"Defensive strategies [to stop 
them] don’t work. They are too 
good.

"I try to sleep well last night 
and I slept when I was not 
thinking about their players like 
that!

"They are incredible players, 
the quality they have, the way 
they play. We will try and stop 
them by defending together as a 
team and playing well as a team.

ollowing a recent 
th rea t  by  Ma rk  FJabateh  to  k i l l  

Liberia’s Chief Justice Francis 
S. Korkpor, Sr. if a single 
Mandingo man got killed in a 
land dispute, the Liberia 
National Bar Association 
(LNBA) has intensified the 
call for the establishment of a 
war and economic crimes 
court to curtail impunity of 

war crimes here.
LNBA president Cllr. Tiawan 

Gongloe told judicial reporters 
Monday, 26 April that impunity is 
too much in the country to the 
extent that some perpetrators of 
war crimes are even calling upon 
their war - time allies and those 
they commanded to rise up for 
whatever grievances they have.

“And that is why we are 
calling on all Liberians, all 
Liberians to, to support the CONT’D ON PAGE 10

More push for war crimes court 
-Following Mark Jabateh’s alleged threat

By Winston W. Parley

Guardiola losing sleep thinking about Neymar and Mbappe
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