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Samukai’s 
certification blocked

Internal conflict 
rocks CDC

--Party officials accused of betrayal

Senator – elect Brownie J. Samukai 

Maritime Commissioner Len Eugene Nagbe



n our series of letters 
from African journalists, Im e d i a  a n d  

communication trainer Joseph 
Warungu reflects on the 
broken political marriage 
between the Kenyan president 
and his deputy, as well as the 
third person in their troubled 
relationship.Like any other 
couple on their wedding day, 
President Uhuru Kenyatta and 
his deputy William Ruto wore 
broad smiles when they stood 
on stage.

Against all odds, their 
Jubilee coalition had been 
declared the winner of the 
presidential election on 9 
March 2013.

Ruto called their victory a 
miracle, saying God had 
tu rned  i n su rmountab le  
hurdles into bridges for their 
coalition.

The marr iage was a 

convenient political move after 
the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) tried, in what turned out to 
be a failed attempt, to put them 
on trial for the devastating 
political violence witnessed in 
Kenya in 2007.The couple 
walked together, sometimes 
hand in hand; and worked in 
sync, at times dressing alike.

They prayed together in 
public and they laughed a lot. An 
excited public laughed with 
them, too.

Life was good, the marriage 
was strong and the future looked 
bright.Kenyatta was 51 when 
they first assumed office, while 
Ruto was 47. The man they had 
defeated, former Prime Minister 
Raila Odinga, was 68 at the 
time. BBC

www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN 22021                                          MONDAY       JULY   12

t h i o p i a n  Pr i m e  
Minister Abiy Ahmed Ehas won the country's 

delayed elections with an 
overwhelming majority, the 
election board said on 
Saturday.

The board said Mr Abiy's 
Prosperity Party won 410 out 
of 436 seats, giving him 
another five-year term in 
office.

Polls were not held in the 
war-torn Tigray region, where 
many thousands are living in 
famine conditions.

In all, a fifth of the country 
failed to take part in voting 
owing to insecurity and 
logistical problems.

Another round of elections 
has been provis ional ly 
scheduled for 6 September in 
the affected areas, but there 
is no date for a vote in 
Tigray.The election had 
already been delayed due to 
the pandemic.Mr Abiy, winner 
of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
described the vote as a 
" h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n c l u s i v e  
election" in a statement on 
Twitter.

A new government is 

expected to be formed in 
October. However, there are 
concerns about the election's 
integrity.

Opposition parties had 
complained that a government 
crackdown against their officials 
had disrupted their plans to 
prepare.Berhanu Nega said his 
party, Ethiopian Citizens for 
Social Justice, had filed more 
than 200 complaints after 

in which he prematurely 
declared victory, has killed 
thousands of Ethiopians, 
displaced millions, and left 
hundreds of thousands facing 
famine.

His government has also 
been accused of cutting power 
and blocking phone lines 
across the region, leaving 
hospitals to run on generators.

His unilateral declaration 
of a ceasefire has not been 
heeded by the Tigray rebel 
forces, who continue to fight 
Eritrean soldiers and Amhara 
militias.

This election win will do 
little to improve Mr Abiy's 
reputation in the eyes of the 
international community. His 
next moves will be closely 
watched  at  home and  
abroad.The state-affiliated 
Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) said there 
w e r e  " n o  s e r i o u s  o r  
widespread human rights 
violations" in stations it 
observed.

However, in a preliminary 
report the EHRC said that 
s o m e  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  
expe r i enced  " imprope r  
arrests", voter intimidation 
and "harassment" of observers 
and journalists.

It also said it had observed 

observers in a number of 
regions were blocked by local 
o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
m i l i t i amen . Secu r i n g  a  
parliamentary majority gives 
Pr ime Min i s ter  Abiy  a  
governing mandate, but 
instead of celebration, the 
focus will quickly turn to how 
he will deal with mounting 
challenges.

The ruinous war in Tigray, 

ozens of people 
have been arrested 
in South Africa as D

violence spreads following 
the  ja i l ing  o f  fo rmer  
president Jacob Zuma.

Pro-Zuma protesters first 
took to the streets after the 
79-year-old handed himself 
to authorities on Wednesday 
t o  beg i n  a  1 5 -mon th  
sentence.

But  pol ice now say 
c r i m i n a l s  a r e  t a k i n g  

advantage of the chaos, which 
spread from his home province 
o f  K w a Z u l u - N a t a l  t o  
Johannesburg, in Gauteng.

Images show buildings and 
cars burning.

NatJOINTS, the national 
intelligence body, said some 300 
people had barricaded a major 
highway in Johannesburg - South 
Africa's economic hub.

About 800 people were also 
involved in an incident in which 
one police officer was shot in 

Alexandra, a township in 
Johannesburg. Two other 
officers were hurt.

Police also responded to 
reports of looting in both 
Johannesburg and KwaZulu-
Natal. More than 60 people 
have been arrested so far.

It is unclear if they are 
linked to the pro-Zuma 
protests, with KwaZulu-Natal 
police spokesman Jay Naicker 
telling news agency Reuters 
officers had seen "criminals or 
opportunistic individuals 
trying to enrich themselves 
during this period".

South Africa's President 
Cyril Ramaphosa appealed for 
calm on Saturday, but on 
Sunday protesters with sticks, 
golf clubs and branches were 
seen marching through 
Johannesburg ' s  centra l  
business district.

The jailing of a former 
president is unprecedented in 
South Africa, which has been 
gripped by Zuma's legal 
turmoil.He was sentenced for 
contempt of court, after 
failing to attend an inquiry 
into corruption during his 
presidency.Zuma denies 
corruption and has not co-

several killings in the days 
leading up to the vote in the 
regional state of Oromia.

In May, the EU accused 
Ethiopia of failing to guarantee 
the independence of its 
election.

The election was Mr Abiy's 
first electoral test since coming 
to power in 2018.

He has clamped down on 
corruption, released political 
prisoners, appointed more 
women to the cabinet and made 
peace with neighbouring 
Eritrea, following a 1998-2000 
border war that left tens of 
thousands of people dead.

He won the 2019 Nobel Peace 
Prize, but just a year later, he 
waged a military operation in his 
own country - deploying troops 
to Tigray to oust the TPLF as the 
region's ruling party after it 
seized military bases in what Mr 
Abiy saw as a bid to overthrow 
him.

On Saturday, for the first time 
in two weeks, the UN World Food 
Programme began moving aid 
into Tigray. Different sides in the 
conflict have been accusing 
each other of blocking much-
needed shipments.

The UN said on Friday that 
humanitarian operations were 
being constrained by the 
absence of essential services 
i n c l u d i n g  f u e l ,  
te lecommun ica t i on s  and  
electricity. BBC

operated with the legal 
process.

The case is due back in the 
Constitutional Court on 
Monday, with Zuma's team 

hoping to get his sentence 
rescinded or reduced. On Friday, 
South Africa's High Court 
dismissed an attempt to stay his 
arrest. BBC

Ethiopia's PM resoundingly 
wins delayed election

Mr Abiy hailed the result as 'historic' in a statement on Twitter

Protests spread in South 
Africa after Zuma arrest

Burned out cars in downtown Joahnnesburg

The true cost of Kenya's 
political love triangle
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UMBAI/SAN FRANCISCO –When COVID-19 
arrived, firms, workers, and consumers Mhad to adapt quickly in order to continue 

operating under the constraints that the 
pandemic imposed. As vaccines enable a 
resumption of more “normal” activities, at 
least in some countries, the extent to which 
these changes will stick is one of the most 
pressing questions businesses face.

Our research finds that the persistence of 
pandemic-induced behavioral changes will 
depend on a combination of corporate decisions 
and government policies, which in turn 
determine choices by consumers and 
employees. These factors don’t always conspire 
to make consumer preferences stick. For 
example, surveys indicate that 30-50% of 
consumers intend to buy sustainable products. 
But such products typically account for less 
than 5% of overall sales, in part because 
companies charge higher prices for them and 
governments offer no purchasing incentives.

In contrast, the global disruption triggered by 
COVID-19 created a perfect storm in which 
some shifts in consumer behavior were 
matched by changes in business operations and 
government regulations. Many such behaviors 
in fact accelerated practices that held promise 
before the pandemic but had failed to gain 
traction because of cost concerns or 
widespread skepticism. The virus, by creating 
an opportunity to experiment with them, made 
their value much more apparent.

Moreover, advances in digital technologies 
helped create a broad ecosystem to support 
these behavioral changes. Some companies 
combined videoconferencing with augmented-
reality technologies for the first time to enable 
technicians in one location to repair machinery 
at another site. Other businesses stepped up 
investment in robotic processing, thereby 
transforming management of routine 
paperwork. The cost savings and convenience 
resulting from the use of such tools are likely to 
bolster the staying power of remote work and 
reduce business travel, among other changed 
practices.

To determine whether such pandemic-driven 
shifts will endure, we examined a wide array of 
behaviors. We applied a “stickiness test” to 
each, taking into account consumers’ and 
workers’ preferences, as well as the actions of 
companies – including the innovation unlocked 
by digital tools – and government policies.

Consider online retail. Many consumers who 
shopped online for groceries out of necessity 
during the pandemic have found it convenient. 
Meanwhile, retailers stepped up online 
investments and created more product and 
delivery options for consumers, including click-
and-collect shopping for those averse to 
delivery fees. The increase in user numbers has 
so far mostly held up. Regulatory policy changes 
also supported online consumption. The US 
government, for example, eased restrictions on 
where those receiving food assistance 
payments could use them, a small adjustment 
that enhanced convenience and brought 
business benefits.

Other new behaviors may not stick if digital 
tools and market practices do not sufficiently 

adapt to provide a better user experience. For 
that reason, online education, particularly for 
younger students, is likely to ebb. The often-
unsatisfactory experience of students, teachers, 
and parents with distance learning, especially 
among families that lacked digital tools or 
adequate connectivity, suggests that remote 
education will continue only selectively, and 
mostly in higher education and job training.

The stickiness of changed spending habits is 
reinforced by people’s upfront investments in 
new consumption patterns. Consumers who 
engaged in “home nesting” during the pandemic, 
for example, made significant investments in 
furnishings, durables, and gaming and exercise 
equipment. They will likely continue to spend 
more time on home-based activities such as 
cooking and watching the latest hit shows on the 
big-screen TVs they bought while cooped up 
inside.

A similar pattern of stickiness holds true for 
workers. For some, working from home during the 
pandemic satisfied a long-standing desire for 
greater flexibility and freedom from commuting, 
among other benefits. In a recent McKinsey 
survey of more than 5,000 full-time employees in 
nine countries, 52% said they would like a hybrid 
remote-work plan in the future, a 22-percentage-
point increase compared to before the pandemic, 
and 11% preferred a fully remote working 
arrangement. Our analysis of 2,000 activities 
across more than 800 occupations suggests that 
as many as one-quarter of workers in advanced 
economies could work remotely 3-5 days per 
week without loss of productivity. In some places, 
therefore, employers are confronting the 
question of how much remote work to allow.

Should such changes in work and consumption 
patterns endure, they could have knock-on 
effects on other behavior. For example, we 
expect demand for leisure air travel to return to 
its pre-pandemic growth rates in the near term. 
Airfares and hotel room rates have already begun 
to increase, as various locales have relaxed 
COVID-19 restrictions and consumers have 
increased their online searches for vacation 
spots.

But the longer-term impact of COVID-19 on the 
travel industry is less clear. Previously, higher 
airfares for business travel effectively subsidized 
lower prices for leisure travelers and expanded 
their choice of destinations. But if increased 
remote work and digital collaboration tools 
reduce demand for business travel, the leisure 
sector may benefit less.

The behavioral changes that stick after the 
pandemic has subsided will offer new business 
opportunities for firms that carefully assess 
consumer preferences, related changes in 
industry practices, competitors’ actions, and 
government policies and regulations. Our 
research suggests that average annual 
productivity growth could increase by roughly 
one percentage point through 2024 if the sticky 
trends we identify persist.

Policymakers can help the world to capture this 
opportunity by extending and improving digital 
infrastructure and ensuring that all consumers, 
workers, and businesses have access to it. If the 
benefits are widespread, the potential 
productivity gains could lead to a robust, 
equitable recovery.

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  
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Liberia's messy COVID-19 fight
AMID DAILY RISE IN new cases of the deadly Delta variant 
from the coronavirus, Liberia is now without vaccines to 
prevent its citizens from contracting the virus, which is 
spreading across the country like wildfire.

THE COUNTRY'S REMAINING DOSES of the 96,000 
AstraZeneca jabs received in April this year expired on 
Saturday, July 10, 2021, having administered over 90,000 
among a population of 4.5 million people, barely a drop in 
the bucket.

WHAT IS EVEN of grave concern though is authorities' 
handling of the third wave of outbreak, particularly from 
the Delta variant brought into the country largely by 
travelers from India and other Asian countries via the 
Roberts International Airport, where health regulations 
were seriously compromised for alleged personal gains.

AIRPORT SECURITY AND health regulators commercialized 
COVID-19 test results, and in some instances, gave 
incoming visitors access to the capital unchecked, raising 
infection rate among the population. On the other hand, 
the Minister of Health Doctor Wilhelmina S. Jallah has been 
more concerned with collecting US$75.00 from travelers 
for COVID-19 test than keeping surveillance.   

THE GOVERNMENT IS still cleaning up the mess created at 
the RIA effecting  suspensions and dismissal, but the harm 
has already been caused with over 5,000 confirmed cases 
and nearly 200 deaths recorded, at least by official counts. 

EVEN CITIZENS THAT took the first dose of the AstraZeneca 
vaccines are being left to wait up to August or September 
for arrival of fresh consignment of vaccines, while the virus 
rages, affecting lives.

THE GRIM PICTURE has left the United States Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to place Liberia's 
COVID-19 at Level4, meaning a very high risk country in the 
entire West Africa. As a result, travelers from Liberia are 
being subjected to vigorous scrutiny at airports in the 
region and beyond.

UNLIKE GHANA AND elsewhere in the region, Liberia is yet 
to embark on mass testing to identify infection trend 
among its population for informed decision making. Health 
institutions here lack basis supplies, including PPEs to fight 
the virus. 

FRONTLINE AUTHORITIES IN the COVID-19 fight need to 
wake up and recalibrate to put Liberia on the right 
trajectory if we should win the battle against the 
pandemic. The Weah administration seems to have lost 
focus in the ongoing fight after it mismanaged US$30 
million allotted from the national budget for stimulus 
package during the first round of the outbreak in 2020. The 
government has failed to account for the money.

AMID THE SEEMING lack of political will and clear strategy 
in tackling the health crisis, the population faces risk of any 
kind, including mass infection and death that could the 
bring the country on its knees.
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The Stickiness of Pandemic-
Driven Economic Behavior

By Anu Madgavkar, Jaana Remes
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EW YORK – As US inflation continues to accelerate, with consumer prices 
increasing 5% year on year in May, it is not only the US Federal Reserve that needs Nto remain vigilant. Policymakers around the world – and in vulnerable economies 

in particular – also should prepare for the possibility that US interest rates will rise faster 
and sooner than most forecasts currently predict.

After all, the Fed has raised its inflation forecasts significantly over the last 12 months. 
At its mid-June meeting, the policy-setting Federal Open Market Committee estimated 
that whole-year inflation in 2021 for personal consumption expenditures would be 3.4%. 
That is a full percentage point higher than their median projection in March, and more 
than twice the level forecast back in June 2020.

The rise in US inflation reflects a combination of temporary and structural factors. For 
example, while partial pandemic-related lockdowns have caused production to decline, 
large government stimulus programs have sustained household demand, which exceeds 
supply in many sectors. This component of today’s price increases would presumably 
disappear once output returns to its full potential.

But although Fed officials regard the current increase in inflation as largely transitory, it 
also has structural causes that are not entirely linked to the pandemic. For starters, US 
monetary policy has been on expansionary steroids since 2008. While the Fed’s response 
to the pandemic-induced recession increased the money supply further, policy was very 
loose well before the COVID-19 crisis, even when US unemployment was at a multi-
decade low.

In addition, former President Donald Trump’s aggressive tariff increases on imports from 
China – from an average of about 3% in 2018 to over 20% within three years – raised the 
prices of imported goods, especially for low-income US households. They also increased 
the domestic prices of goods imported from countries such as Vietnam and Mexico, as 
well as those of US-made products that are substitutes for Chinese imports. Tariff hikes 
affecting parts and components imported from China further drove up the prices of 
downstream products.

Lastly, Trump’s 2017 tax cut and the subsequent fiscal stimulus programs under both 
Trump and President Joe Biden have boosted aggregate demand, adding to the upward 
pressure on prices. Many economists, including some prominent Democratic-leaning 
ones, think Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package is much larger than necessary 
given the estimated size of the US output gap.

To anticipate the international consequences of higher US inflation, we need to 
recognize the risk that the Fed may tighten monetary policy more suddenly and 
dramatically than its current 3.4% inflation forecast might suggest. For now, a majority 
of US households, firms, and investors still believe that the Fed will adjust the money-
supply spigot in a timely, measured way to prevent inflation from getting out of hand.

But such “inflation anchoring” could prove fragile if Americans see more evidence of the 
Fed failing to keep inflation near its desired 2% target. Should that happen, both 
employees’ wage demands and firms’ price-setting will start to reflect the possibility 
that inflation could shoot up to 5% or more unless the Fed applies the brakes by raising 
interest rates aggressively.

If US rates rise sharply, history tells us that two types of countries may experience 
serious financial and economic difficulties. The first group comprises economies that 
finance a significant part of their investment or consumption with foreign-currency 
debt, by borrowing either from foreign banks or on international bond markets. 
Countries with large short-term foreign-currency debts (with less than one year to 
maturity) and relatively low foreign-exchange reserves are particularly vulnerable to a 
severe debt or banking crisis.

The second group consists of countries with an overvalued fixed exchange rate, which 
makes them vulnerable to a run on their currencies and an exchange-rate crisis. So, if 
the Fed tightens policy significantly, we can expect to see a number of debt and 
currency crises in Central and South America, Africa, and Asia in the next 2-5 years. 
Because significant foreign-currency debt and overvalued fixed exchange rates are not 
mutually exclusive, some countries may suffer several types of crises.

This is why US inflation and interest-rate policy is so important to so many. When the 
United States sneezes, the rest of the world may catch a cold. But other countries 
should not expect America to conduct its monetary policy any differently as a result, 
and nor should they count on the International Monetary Fund or the G7 to be able to 
direct the US to be more globally minded in managing interest-rate movements.

Even countries not in either of the risk categories will need to address the challenge of 
imported inflation. China, for example, is deeply concerned about this, even though it 
currently has relatively modest foreign-currency debts and retains a high level of 
foreign-exchange reserves.

To prevent imported inflation from fueling domestic inflation, the People’s Bank of 
China would need to tighten its own supply of liquidity to the economy. For such a policy 
to be effective, China must either introduce more exchange-rate flexibility or tighten 
its capital controls, with the former approach promising to be much better for the 
economy in the long run.

At-risk economies may have six months or so to implement self-help measures before 
any sudden US monetary-policy tightening happens. They are well advised to work on 
making their exchange rates more flexible, reducing their reliance on foreign-currency 
debt, and increasing their foreign-exchange reserves.
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m lli  peop w re of i i lly e l r  t  b n n c t zens, a M i a n ad ee  i on le e  f c a d c a ed o e o - i i s a j a h b n.
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he r n t ona t ; or li t n  h ir b li y to c f  ati li y on non-cit z n ouset i  a i li y   mi i g t e  a i t   on er n ona t  i e sp s.

en a  n t ona ty lea s o exclusio  a  epriva i in ll fac t  li e  When hD i l of a i li d t n nd d t on  a e s of f .  t e 
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wer c e  a  disc i ina e  aga nst, and  g ve isrupt ons to irth an  c vie ex lud d nd r m t d i  , i n d i  b d i l 
r g st a io s, a ce s t n t ona ty was en m e onstra ne  t an usu l.e i r t n  c s o a i li ev or c i d h  a

M eover, he stateless – w a ea y en ur  d c st uc ural iscr mi tion – wereor t  ho lr d  d e en emi r t d i na    
oft  sc p oa e , vi if ed, an  tar e ed fo  a b trary e en i  a  en e p lsi nen a eg t d  l i  d g t r r i  d t t on nd ev x u o  
from t i  n c u t i  As aal n  R m lo  Develop t f Huma rc orhe r ow o n r es. M i i a a of men  o n Resou es f  
R ral Are s M lay a ex la ne  st year, f ar of ar est and m stre t e l f  lre d -u  a a si  p i d la   e   r  i a m nt e t a a y
margina z d at ss comm ni ies “ a ed t go u  o pur ha t ei  groc i s, tli e  st ele  u t sc r  o o t t c se h r er e le  
a  cc ss the  a c emer en y hea h c re a stan .lone a e o r b si  g c lt - a  ssi ce ”

M r  tha a ea  a ter t  p n emi  b g n, li tl  has ch nged  n fa  inst tution l a  o e n y r f  he a d c e a  t e a . I ct, i a nd
pub c ndi fere ce o t e e clu on of t  st t less, oget er i h r ctur l vi ce li  i f n t h x si  he a e  t h  w t  st u a olen
to a d the , o t nu aba ed. And ew c allen es ar  m g n , su h as ensu i  w r  m c n i es un t  n  h g e e er i g  c r ng
equi ab e a ce to C I -19 v cc net l  c ss  OV D  a i s.

Ag i  Maijaan is a c se i  oi t  S e was r ed ec use of he pa e i , hi h a n,  a n p n . h f e  b a  t  nd m c  w c
p om ted t e In ian r m Cour  to order h rele se of “foreig rs” wh ad b en r p  h d  Sup e e t t e a  ne  o h e
d t i d or wo o  more ars  u  r fa i ’s m ager esour es h d lr d  b en e a ne  f  t r ye . B t he m ly e  r c a  a ea y e
d p e ed y c stly l g l ee  d, s  “fo eig r,  e a n t nt tled to he mo e  e l t b  o e a f s. An a a r ne ” sh w s o e i  t  d st
supp r  t at  nd a  over m nt r v d d fo  i iz s.o t h the I i n g n e  p o i e  r c t en

Fu t er or  s  c it on  elea , Ma j a must r or  ee ly t   local p ce  r h m e, a a ond i of r se i a n  ep t w k o the  oli ,
so she ca not ea n  livi  s a mi r nt w k  ik  he  h and  f st uc ural  n  r a ng a g a or er l e r usb . I  r t
d scrimi ati n p ed Ma jaan to the r nk of p rty  h p ndemic t re t s to p sh i n o  ush  i b i ove , t e a  h a en u
her ove  h e ge  all under the loo ing pec er f at s ess. r t e d –  m  s t o st ele sn

Ma j a ’s story i one  any d c m t d i a g oundb ea ing ne  ep t  Toge h  i a n  s of m o u en e  n  r r k  w r or , “ t er
W  Ca : T e C I -19 Imp ct on a e e P op e & a Roadm p f  C nge.  h re ort e n  h OV D  a St t l ss e l   a or ha ” T e p
is t e or   a un q e ol b a i am n  a consor i m of a e e a t vist  h w k of i u c la or t on o g t u  st t l ss c i s,
gr ssr ts r s, nd GOs cur en ly op a ing in 13 c t ia oo g oup a N r t er t   oun r es.

roun ed in the onsorti m m er  exp i nce an  perti  h r or  ghli hts G d c u  emb s’ er e s d ex se, t e ep t hi g
h  a d ic’s i pac  on t ss eopl ’s i hts  i ludin  t e i h  t  na iona it , t e p n em m t sta ele p e r g – nc g h r g t o t l y
oc t t on, nd le a st tus; the rig  t non-d sc imi ati n  t  i ht o ea h; d umen a i a g l a  ht o i r n o ; he r g t h lt
nd c vil rig  n ountries from Ba g ad  to Ma ysia o M e g o. T  Roa map a i  hts – i c n l esh  la t ont ne r he d
r des a f a ewo k f  r f r  i e  at dd essi  nsti u i al bli  ot  g g ng p ovi  r m r or e o ms a m d  a r ng i t t on nd sp s, en a i
nd onsultin  w t  a e c munit es, nd u ld ng a k more i clusively.a c g i h st t less om i a b i i b c   n

he COV D 1  a e ic l  u  go er e t  UN age ci s, an  nter tion l T  I - 9 p nd m shou d sp r v nm n s, n e  d i na a
g ni a io s o w r  d r ctly wit  a e e peop  re ec  thei  righ s a  b  or a z t n t o k i e h st t l ss le, sp t r t nd e

cc t b  to them, a dress t  stru t ra ca ses  a e ess, a  ensur  la ng a oun a le  d he c u l u of st t lessn  nd e sti
ha e  T  a e peop of the con r ium, t ethe  i h t ei  a tner  hac ng . he st t less le   so t  og r w t  h r p r s, ve 

n how to o it. Bu  t y ca not c r y t  orld ow  h r ght pa h a nshow  d  t he n  a r he w d n t e i  t lo e.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org

The Global Dangers 
of Rising US Inflation

By Shang-jin Wei

Statelessness in a Pandemic

By Amal De Chickera
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JUNE 26, 2021

Today we have received with deep sadness news of the unfortunate passing of Madam 
Ma WattaVarmah, Mother of the Honorable Minister of State for Presidential Affiars, 
Nathaniel McGill. Mother Ma WattaVarmah succumbed to the cold hands of death 
earlier today.

I came to know her personally and we created a special bond. 

On behalf of First Lady Mrs. Clar Marie Weah, the entire Weah family and in my own 
name, I extend my profound sympathy to the bereaved family. The deceased offered 
invaluable counsel,

especially during the 2017 elections whenever we stopped by her house. She was a 
loving and wonderful woman.

She was one of the biggest supporters of the Coalition for Democratic Change, and we 
cannot thank her enough for all her contributions. 

Her passing has created a deep void in our hearts. 

We pray that the Lord consoles the McGill family and all Liberians afflicted in similar 
manner. 

May her soul and the souls of all faithful departed rest in perfect peace and may light 
perpetual shines upon them.

H.E. George Manneh Weah 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

A NOTE OF CONDOLENCE 
To The Varmah& McGill Families

Following the Death of Ma WattaVarmah
Mother of Honorable Nathaniel F. McGill

MINISTER OF STATE FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS

Announcement 
A reputable printing press is seeking marketers to market its 
printing services. Interested applicants should be able to 
seek for contracts / attract customers. Salaries are 
negotiable.

Interested applicants should address their applications to:

The Management of Searchlight Communications Inc., / 
NewDawn, U.N. Drive
Monrovia, Liberia
Email: Info@thenewdawnliberia.com



he West Afr ican 
Examinations Council To r  W A E C  i n  

consultation with the Ministry 
of Education has set July 19 to 
23, 2021 as the new date for 
the administration of exams 
for third, sixth and ninth 
grades. 

WAEC earlier announced 
July 12 to 16, 2021 as the date 
for the administration of the 
examinations for the three 
levels.

But a press release issued 
over the weekend says WAEC’s 
decision to extend the 
examination timetable by a 
week is due to challenges that 
arose at the closing stages of 
preparations leading to the 
administration of the exams.

The release notes that the 
management of WAEC regrets 
the inconveniences this 
decision may cause its many 
stakeholders and the public.   

the Legislature and other 
stakeholders for regular 
budgetary support from the 
National Budget for the 
sustainability of the projects.

She furthered that the 
facilities are meant for the 
protection of survivors of 
sexual gender-based violence 
(SGBV) and training of 
underprivileged girls.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  
C E M E N C O  M r.  W i l l i a m  
Gaihnard one of the partners 
to the project welcomed the 
initiative by the Vice President 
while assuring that his 
institution will ensure the 
provision of every block and 
cement needed for the two 
projects.

The new dates for the 
examinations are as follows: 
Third grade - Monday, July 19, 
2021, Sixth grade - July 20 and 
21, 2021 and Ninth grade - July 
22 and 23, 2021.

The management of WAEC 
urges school administrators to 
begin printing the identification 
slips for their sixth graders on 
Monday, July 12, 2021, while 
modalities are being worked out 
to resuscitate the ninth and 

third grade portals to enable 
them print their candidates’ 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  s l i p s  i n  
preparation of the exams.

Additionally, it encourages 
principals, school administrators 
and secretariats, as well as 
stakeholders in the educational 
sector to adhere strictly to the 
new administration dates as 
there will be no further 
extension made.

Both empty containers and 
cement will be used for the 
erection of the two facilities.

The containers will be 
professionally modified and 
des igned as  she l ters  to  
accommodate young females 
who are survivors of SGBV while 
they are being provided 
specialized care at the facility. 
Equip-Tech- Liberia is the 
Eng i nee r  c on t r a c t ed  t o  
construct the two facilities.

It can be recalled the 
Association of Shipping Line 
Representatives in Liberia 
recently boosted the effort by 
the Vice President with a 
donation of eight empty 
containers meant for the 
project.
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Enhanced Engagement and 
Research (PEER) grant, a 
program that he said has already 
produced wonderful results.

According to Amb. McCarthy, 
through the program, UL’s 
College of Health Sciences and 
the A.M. Dogliotti Medical School 
enro l led  seven  teach ing  
apprentices at the University of 
Ghana to specialize in Pre - 

Clinical Teaching courses.
He said they are supposed to 

return in the next three years to 
teach the courses as full time 
instructors at the University of 
Liberia.

T h e  U . S .  e n v o y  a l s o  
appreciated UL President Dr. 
Nelson and his entire leadership 
team, including Vice President 

n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Amba s s ado r  t o  ULiberia Michael A. 

McCarthy has donated two 
coastal buses to the College 
of Health Sciences at the 
University of Liberia (UL), to 
be used by faculty and 
students.

The U.S. Envoy delivered 
the keys of the two buses to 

the  Pre s i den t  o f  t he  
University of Liberia Rev. Dr. 
Julius Sarwolo Nelson, Jr. 
during a ceremony on Friday, 
9 July 11, 2021 at the A.M. 
Dogliotti Medical School in 
Cogo Town.

He said the donation of the 
vehicles was made possible 
by the USAID Partnership for 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

for Health Sciences Dr. 
Bernice Dahn for being able to 
continue work to ensure that 
the university remains open 
with a low incidence of Covid 
infection among staff and 
students.

Having received the keys, 
UL President Dr. said the 
governments and peoples of 
Liberia and the United States 
have come a long way, saying 
he hoped that moving to the 
future, the partnership will 
grow from strength to 
strength.

Dr. Nelson also assured 
that the university will work 
closely with Amb. McCarthy to 
ensure that the relationship 
continues, thanking the U.S. 
envoy for his government’s 
continuous partnership with 
the government and people of 
Liberia, most especially, the 
University of Liberia.

Earlier, Dr. Dahn, UL Vice 
President for Health Sciences 
thanked Amb. McCarthy for 
turning over the two buses to 
UL, noting that she also 
looked forward to a US$15m 
project that has been 
approved by USAID.

According to Dr. Dahn, 
about two years ago, a joint 
research grant agreement 
from USAID was signed with 
the National Academy of 
Sciences with priorities to 
strengthen medical education 
especially for the A.M. 
Dogliotti College of Medicine 
and to strengthen specialty 
t r a i n i ng  and  capac i t y  
building.

i b e r i a ’ s  V i c e  
Pres ident  Jewe l  LHoward-Taylor and 

partners Saturday, July 10, 
2021, jointly broke grounds 
for the construction of a Safe 
Home facility and Girls 
Training Center in Monrovia.

The Partners include 
CEMENCO, Spoon Foundation 
and the Jewel Starfish 
Foundation.

The Office of the Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  i s  a l s o  
collaborating with the YWCA 
for the construction of the 
two fac i l i t ie s  on  the  
institution’s compound in 
Congo Town, Monrovia.

Speaking at the event, VP 
Howard-Taylor said with the 
great support of the partners, 
the two projects are likely to 
be completed in six months.

She  expressed  wi th  

e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  w h e n  
completed within this period, 
the two facilities will serve as a 
special gift for her 59th birthday 

celebration in January 2022.
She also assured that as 

President of the Senate, she 
would lobby with members of 
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U.S. donates 2 buses 
for UL medical school

By Winston W. Parley

WAEC Liberia extends exam 
date for 3rd, 6th graders

VP Taylor, partners break grounds for girls’ 
safe home facility and training center Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



he Vice Chairman for 
Political Affairs of Tt h e  P e o p l e ' s  

Liberation Party (PLP) Henry 
B. Sackie says the Weah 
administration has failed the 
Liberian people and the PLP, 
under its leader, Dr. Daniel E. 
Cassell is the alternative in 

the pending presidential and 
general elections in 2023.

Mr. Sackie further notes 
that governance system in 
Liberia is a bad, as national 
leaders are busy building 
personal homes while the 

h e  B o a r d  o f  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  T( B O C ) ,  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission, (NEC) Friday 
reserved ruling in the Grand 
Cape Mount County electoral 
dispute case, involving Victor 
V. Watson of the Coalition for 
Democracy Change, and the 
declared winner in the 8 
December 2020 Special 
Senatorial Election in Grand 
Cape Mount County, Simeon 
B. Taylor, Candidate of the 
Col laborat ing  Po l i t ica l  
Parties, CPP. 

This follows, argument by 
lawyers representing the 
Complainant, Honorable 
Victor Watson, led by Cllr. 
Sheik SalibuSessy and Cllr. 
Arthur Johnson versus Cllr. 
B e n e d i c t  S a n n o h ,  
representing the defendant, 
Simeon B. Taylor.

The case, grew out of the 
action of appeal, electoral 
fraud and irregularities filed 
by Honorable Victor V. 
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people live in abject poverty.
He made the comments over 

the weekend at the induction of 
a new leadership 

of the Center for the 
Exchange of  Intel lectual  
Opinions or CEIO that will steer 
the affairs of the organization 

the next two years.
S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  

ceremony held on Carey Street in 
central Monrovia, he challenged 
the new leadership to prioritize 
welfare of its members.

Sackieemphasized that the 

Watson, of the CDC, as 
Complainant versus the National 
Elections Commission, first 
defendant and Mr. Simeon B. 
Taylor of the CPP as second 
defendant.

All seven members of the 

membership should be 
prioritized always to move 
the development of the 
institution forward.

He said there canbe no 
sustainable development 
when the leadership seeksits 
selfish interest at the expense 
of members.

Meanwhile, the Executive 
Chairman of CEIO,Adolphus N. 
S. Weah said the organism will 
ensure that corruption is 
eradicated from Liberia.

Chairman Weah noted that 
corruption has undermined 
the developmental agenda of 
the nation so it is about time 
for civil society organizations 
to advocate strongly against 
corruption.

He stressed that CEIO will 
not compromise issues 
affecting the Liberian people, 
but will advocate for central 
government to address the 
plight of the citizenry.

He warned CEIO members 
to behave properly at 
functions of the organization, 
adding that it is time to 
transform for growth and 
development.

Those  i nduc ted  a re  
Adolpus N. S. Weah, Executive 
Chairman, Sylvester T. Nah, 
Executive Co-Chairman;Dax 
Elliot, Secretary General; A. 
Randolph Kemokai, Assistant 
S e c r e t a r y ;  M o h a m m e d  
Kamara, Financial Secretary 
and Viola Richard, Treasurer, 
respectively.

Board of Commissioners heard 
the appeal case. 

Last week, the Hearing 
Officer in the Grand Cape 
Mount County election 
dispute case, Atty. Fumba 
Swaray, reaffirmed an earlier 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

situation that got them 
enraged is for nurses to claim 
their brother died from Covid-
19.

The family is insisting that 
the late Joe Genekah didn't 
died from coronavirus as 
p r onounced  by  hea l t h  
authorities in the County 
because prior to performing 
the surgery for hydro seed, he 
tested negative and wondered 
how did the test results 
changed suddenly.

Fami ly  members  are  
accusing health authorities in 
the county for the death of 
their son,which they blamed 
on carelessness during second 
surgery performed on him that 
resulted to his death.

"Instead of them telling us 
the truth as health workers, 
they're not because they have 
formulated lies that our son 
and brother died from Covid-
19. We know it's far from the 
truth because how can a 
person who has been tested 
negative, leave and come 
back just in one day and tested 
positive." 

The family is demanding 
further explanation from 
health authorities in the 
county about the death of the 
late JoeGenekah.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
family’sreaction comes just 
few days after Maryland 
County recorded 13 of its 
current 29 confirmed cases of 
the coronavirus.

When this paper contacted 
the county health officer Dr. 
Metheodius George, he 
promised to comment on the 

decision of the Administrative 
Court at NEC, declaring Mr. 
Simeon B. Taylor as winner of 

allegation later, but said the 
current increment in cases is 
quite different from last year’s 
situation.

"So presently in Maryland 
County, we have confirmed 13 
cases, initially it was three but 
for the past two to three days, 
10 more cases have added. Out 
of the 13 confirmed cases, six 
are in the county treatment 
u n i t ,  t h r e e  h a v e  b e e n  
discharged, three are home 
based, depending on their signs 
and symptoms and one death”, 
Doctor George explained.

He noted the  sudden 
increment in the cases of the 
virus is regrettable because they 
are coming from the community.

He lauded the county health 
team for its role played in 
tracking the recent cases of the 
COVID-19 as those patients were 
showing signs and symptoms 
most especially, respiratory 
symptoms.

Dr. George continued that 
most of the recent cases are 
people who were brought to the 
emergency unit of the hospital 
and they had interacted with 
family and community dwellers.

"I am worried, although the 
county has a rapid diagnosis  
test that can give a  result within 
15 minutes and when a person is 
proven positive, their specimens 
will be taking to the defense unit 
and also to the national lab for 
respiratory test. We still need to 
encourage our people not to 
panic but rather to observe all 
health protocols”, he advised. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

the 8 December 2020 Special 
Senatorial Election in Grand 
Cape Mount County.
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NEC reserves ruling in 
Capemount electoral dispute

Family rejects death 
Starts from back pageWeah administration has failed

-PLP vice chair 

ÅHOTLINE IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL 4455

GOOD LEGACY SOCIAL & ATHLETIC ORGANIZATION SAYS:
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e  g o u v e r n e u r  
e x é c u t i f  d e  l a  LBanque centrale du 

Libéria (CBL), J. Aloysius 
Tarlue, a fait partde son 
intention de faire en sorte 
que le système bancaire du 
pays passe au numérique, lors 
d e  s o n  a u d i e n c e  d e  
confirmation au Sénat.

Comparaissant devant la 
commission sénatoriale des 
banques, des finances et de la 
monnaie dansle cadre de son 
audition de confirmation le 
jeudi 8 juillet 2021, Tarlue a 
i n d i q u é q u ' i m p r i m e r  
denouveauxbillets de banque 
n’est pas la solution à la crise 
économique à laquelle est 
confronté le pays.

M. Tarlue, qui aterminé 
son mandat de gouverneur de 
la CBL, a été reconduit par le 
président George Manneh 
Weah. Il a faitsavoir que 6 
millions de dollars américains 
ont été alloués au projet de 
numérisationdu système 
bancaire du Liberia avec 
l’accord de la banque 
mondiale.

Il a aussidéclaré que quand 
il a pris fonction comme 

gouverneur de la Banque 
centrale, il a mis en place un 
système financier quimet 
l’accent sur la prudence, ayant 
constaté que le système avaitété 
en proie à beaucoup d’abus 
pendant si longtemps.

Il a mis en place un système 
de suivi biométrique et un 
système dévaluation afin de 
savoir qui va travailler ou non. 

Tarlue a en outre annoncé un 
plan stratégique de trois ans 
dont l’objectif est de faire 

avancer la banque centrale.
Il a rappelé que sous sa 

direction, la loi sur la CBL a 
été approuvée et quatre 
milliards de dollars libériens 
ont été imprimés.

“Merci encore au Sénat 
libérien de nous avoir fait 
confiance pour imprimer de 
nouveaux billets de banque”, 
a-t-il déclaré.

Le patron de la CBLa 

Les vaccins AstraZeneca 
introduits dans le pays en 
avril estexpiré ce samedi 10 
juillet.Les Libériens sont 
ainsi dans l’incertitude quant 
à l’arrivée d’un nouveau lot, 
pendant que les cas de la 
variante delta augmentent 
dans le pays chaque jour.
Le Libéria avait reçu 96 000 
doses de vaccins AstraZeneca 
en avril, et plus de 90 000 
d o s e s  o n t  é t é  d é j à  
administrées, selon le vice-
ministre de la Santé, le 

docteur Francis Kateh, qui 
s’exprimait sur la radio OK FM 
récemment.
Les citoyens anxieux qui se 
présentent quotidiennement au 
ministère de la Santé pour se 
faire vacciner sont invités à faire 
preuve de patience, comme quoi 
des modalités sont en cours 
d’élaboration pour faire venir 
plus de vaccins dans le pays, 
mais aucune date précise n’est 
fixée.
La crise sanitaire actuelle au 
Libéria devient de plus en plus 

i n q u i é t a n t e ,  c a r  l e s  
statistiques de l’Institut 
national de santé publique du 
Libéria (NPHIL) du mardi 6 
juillet 2021 font état de 4994 
cas confirmés et 135 décès.
Le comté de Montserrado qui 
abrite la capitale nationale a 
e n r e g i s t r é  4  0 7 1  c a s  
confirmés. Il est suivi par les 
comtés de Margibiavec 226 
cas, de Nimba avec 108 cas, 
de Bong, 106 cas, de Grand 
Bassa avec 91 cas, de de Lofa 
avec 88 cas et de Bomi avec 63 
cas.
Les Libériens affluent au 
ministère de la Santé et dans 
les hôpitaux de Monrovia pour 
se faire vacciner depuis la 
résurgence du virus, en 
particulier de la variante 
Delta, une nouvelle souche 
p l u s  d a n g e r e u s e  q u e  
l’épidémie précédente.
Cependant, le Dr Kateh a fait 
croire lors d’une émission que 
le gouvernement travaille 
avec des partenaires, dont 
l’UNICEF et l’OMS, pour 
disposer de fournitures 
supplémentaires dans le pays.
Il a ajouté que les vaccins 
AstraZenecaintroduits dans le 
pays expirent le 10 juillet et 
que les personnes qui ont pris 
la première dose auront une 
immunité de 8 à 12 semaines.

Tout va mal au Libéria, car chaque jour plus 200 nouveaux cas 
sontenregistrésauniveau de la population et les décès ne 
cessent d’augmenter.

Les morguesprivées sont submergées de cadavres, tandis que les 
cercueils se font rares.Déjà, le Centre américain de contrôle 
des maladies et de Prévention a revuà la hausse le niveau 
d’alerte, en le situant à 4, le niveau le plus élevé. Le pays 
risquede succomber progressivement à la pandémie, si des 
efforts concertés ne sont pas entrepris immédiatement.

Les autorités sanitaires du pays continuent de fairecroire au 
public qu’elles sont à la hauteur de la tâche, après avoir 
annoncé des mesures préventives. Cependant, la réalité sur le 
terrain montre le contraire,vu que de nouveaux cas et les décès 
secomptent par des centaines. Il est vrai que les 
combattantsn’abandonneront jamais jusqu’à la mort du dernier 
combattant, mais le peuple libérien ne veut pas être décapité 
ou conduit à l’abattoir.

Nous croyons fermement que les tests rapides sont le moyen le 
plus sûr pour inverser la tendance actuelle,ce n’est pas le fait 
d’attendre que les patients infectés soient emmenés à Star Base 
pour de l’oxygène qui est à peine disponible. Le Libéria ne peut 
contenir la résurgence du coronavirus à moins qu’une campagne 
massive de tests rapides ne soit lancée dans tout le pays.

Dans ce combat, nous avons besoin de toutes les forces, y 
compris les experts qui ne font pas actuellement partie du 
gouvernement. Le combat n’appartientpas qu’à la ministre de 
la Santé, le docteur Wilehmina S. Jallah, et son équipe ou au 
système de gestion des incidents. Tous les Libériens doivent se 
joindre au combat pour vaincre le COVID-19.
C’est dans cette optique que nous nous félicitons de 
l’engagement de 150 000 USD de la Fondation Cummings Africa 
envers notre crise sanitaire, rejoignant le gouvernement du 
Libéria pour atteindre les hôpitaux et les centres de santé en 
particulier et les citoyens en général.

Comme M. Alexander B. Cummings, fondateur de la Fondation 
et leaderpolitique de l’Alternative National Congress (ANC) l’a 
déclaré la semaine dernière lors de l’annonce de ce geste, le 
Libéria est actuellement gravement menacé, Si nous ne nous 
unissons pasles mains pour faire de notre mieux pour les uns les 
autres, nous continuerons tous à être en danger, même si nous 
nous cachons dans les maisons.

En outre, ceux qui mènent le combat du côté du gouvernement 
devraient faire preuve de volonté politique. Nous exigeons la 
vigilance à l’aéroport international Roberts, aux ports 
maritimes et aux frontières terrestres pour limiter la 
résurgence.

Ce faisant, il fautque nous érigions des points de contrôle 
pertinents qui pourraient stopper la propagation, en particulier 
dans les comtés. Le système de santé n’a pas la capacité de 
répondre à toute situation accablante en dehors du comté de 
Montserrado, alors que même le siège du gouvernement lui-
même est sérieusement remis en question.

Qu’on ne se méprenne pas sur le fait que nous sommes ici 
pessimistes. Il s’agit d’une tentative honnête de présenter la 
sombre réalité afin que tous les Libériens se réveillent de leur 
sommeil, de leur état de déni et fassent face au danger qui nous 
attend en tant que peuple. Nous devons porter nos masques 
correctement, respecter la distance sociale, nous laver les 
mains régulièrement et éviter les rassemblements de masse ou 
les endroits surpeuplés, entre autres, pour arrêter la 
propagation.

Éditorial
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OMBAY/SAN FRANCISCO – Lorsque le COVID-19 
est survenu, les entreprises, travailleurs et 
consommateurs ont dû s’adapter rapidement B

pour continuer d’opérer dans le cadre des contraintes 
imposées par la pandémie. Les vaccins permettant 
désormais un retour à des activités plus « normales », 
au moins dans certains pays, la mesure dans laquelle 
ces changements perdureront constitue l’une des plus 
grandes questions actuelles pour les entreprises.

D’après nos recherches, la persistance des 
changements comportementaux induits par la 
pandémie dépendra d’une combinaison alliant 
décisions des entreprises et politiques publiques, qui 
en retour déterminera les choix des consommateurs 
et travailleurs. Ces facteurs ne concourent pas 
toujours à consolider les préférences des 
consommateurs. Plusieurs sondages indiquent par 
exemple que 30 à 50 % des consommateurs préfèrent 
acheter des produits durables. Or, ces produits 
représentent généralement moins de 5 % des ventes 
globales, notamment parce que les entreprises les 
facturent plus cher, et que les États n’appliquent pas 
d’incitations pour de tels achats.

Par opposition, le bouleversement mondial provoqué 
par le COVID-19 a créé un climat dans lequel certains 
changements dans les comportements des 
consommateurs ont eu pour écho plusieurs évolutions 
dans le fonctionnement des entreprises et les 
réglementations publiques. Nombre de ces 
comportements ont en réalité accéléré des pratiques 
envisagées avant la pandémie, mais qui n’avaient pas 
connu de dynamique en raison de considérations de 
coûts ou d’un large scepticisme. En créant 
l’opportunité de les expérimenter, le virus a rendu la 
valeur de ces pratiques beaucoup plus apparente.

Les progrès en matière de technologies numériques 
ont par ailleurs contribué à créer un vaste écosystème 
en soutien de ces évolutions comportementales. 
Certaines entreprises ont combiné pour la première 
fois la vidéoconférence avec des technologies de 
réalité augmentée, pour permettre aux techniciens 
d’un site donné de réparer des machines sur un autre. 
D’autres entreprises ont augmenté leurs 
investissements dans le traitement robotisé, 
transformant ainsi la gestion des tâches 
administratives quotidiennes. Il faut s’attendre à ce 
que la commodité et les économies de coûts offertes 
par l’utilisation de ces outils favorisent la persistance 
du télétravail, et réduise les déplacements 
professionnels, entre autres pratiques nouvelles.

Pour déterminer si ces évolutions induites par la 
pandémie perdureront, nous avons examiné un large 
ensemble de comportements. Nous avons appliqué à 
chaque comportement un « test de persistance », en 
tenant compte des préférences des consommateurs et 
travailleurs, ainsi que des démarches des entreprises – 
notamment les innovations permises par les outils 
numériques – et des politiques publiques.

Prenons le cas des achats sur Internet. Nombre des 
consommateurs qui ont par nécessité commencé à 
faire leurs courses alimentaires en ligne durant la 
pandémie ont trouvé cette solution fort pratique. 
Dans le même temps, les distributeurs ont développé 
leurs investissements en ligne, en créant davantage 
de choix de produits et de livraison pour les 
consommateurs, notamment le click-and-collect pour 
les non adeptes des frais de livraison. L’augmentation 
du nombre d’utilisateurs s’est jusqu’à présent 
maintenue. Les changements de réglementation 
politique ont par ailleurs soutenu la consommation en 
ligne. Le gouvernement américain a par exemple 
assoupli les restrictions concernant les lieux 
d’utilisation possible des chèques d’aide alimentaire, 
un infime ajustement qui a conféré davantage de 
commodité, et bénéficié à l’activité économique.

D’autres comportements nouveaux pourraient ne pas 
durer, si les outils numériques et les pratiques de 
maché ne s’adaptent pas suffisamment pour offrir une 

meilleure expérience utilisateur. L’instruction en ligne, 
en particulier pour les plus jeunes, est ainsi vouée à 
reculer. L’expérience souvent peu satisfaisante des 
élèves, enseignants et parents concernant 
l’apprentissage à distance, notamment au sein des 
foyers manquant d’outils numériques ou d’une 
connectivité adéquate, suggère que l’éducation à 
distance ne devrait perdurer qu’ici et là, principalement 
dans l’enseignement supérieur et la formation 
professionnelle.

La continuité des nouvelles habitudes de dépenses se 
trouve renforcée par les investissements d’anticipation 
effectués par les citoyens dans de nouveaux modèles de 
consommation. Les consommateurs adeptes du « home 
nesting » durant la pandémie ont par exemple investi 
significativement dans les meubles, les produits 
durables, les jeux et les équipements de sport. Ils 
continueront probablement de consacrer davantage de 
temps à des activités à la maison de type cuisine et séries 
télévisées sur leurs téléviseurs grand écran achetés 
lorsqu’ils étaient enfermés à l’intérieur.

Une tendance comparable en termes de persistance 
concerne les travailleurs. Pour certains, le travail à la 
maison durant la pandémie a assouvi un désir de longue 
date autour d’une plus grande souplesse et liberté dans 
leurs déplacements, entre autres avantages. Dans un 
récent sondage mené par McKinsey, portant sur 5 000 
employés à temps plein dans neuf pays, 52 % des 
répondants ont affirmé souhaiter à l’avenir un 
fonctionnement de travail à distance hybride, soit une 
augmentation de 22 points de pourcentage par rapport à 
l’avant-pandémie, et 11 % ont dit préférer purement et 
simplement un fonctionnement de travail uniquement à 
distance. Notre analyse relative à 2 000 activités dans 
plus de 800 professions suggère que pas moins d’un quart 
des travailleurs dans les pays développés pourraient 
travailler à distance 3 à 5 jours par semaine sans aucune 
perte de productivité. Dans certains secteurs, les 
employeurs s’interrogent par conséquent sur le nombre 
de jours de télétravail à accorder.

Si ces changements dans les modèles de travail et de 
consommation venaient à se pérenniser, ils pourraient 
entraîner des retombées sur d’autres comportements. 
Nous nous attendons par exemple à ce que les vols 
touristiques renouent à moyen terme avec leurs niveaux 
de croissance prépandémique. Les prix des billets 
d’avion et des chambres d’hôtel ont d’ores et déjà 
commencé à augmenter, de nombreuses destinations 
ayant assoupli les restrictions relatives au COVID-19, et 
les consommateurs étant de plus en plus nombreux à 
rechercher en ligne un lieu pour leurs vacances.

En revanche, l’impact à plus long terme du COVID-19 sur 
le secteur des voyages semble moins évident. 
Auparavant, le haut niveau de prix des billets d’avion 
pour déplacements professionnels compensait le plus 
faible niveau de prix des vols de loisirs, et élargissait le 
choix des destinations. Or, si le développement du 
télétravail et des outils de collaboration numérique 
réduisait la demande en voyages professionnels, le 
secteur des loisirs pourrait ne plus bénéficier de cette 
compensation.

Les changements comportementaux qui perdureront 
après la pandémie offriront de nouvelles opportunités 
d’affaires aux entreprises qui évalueront avec soin les 
préférences des consommateurs, les changements 
connexes dans les pratiques des secteurs, les décisions 
de la concurrence, ainsi que les politiques et 
réglementations publiques. D’après nos recherches, la 
croissance annuelle moyenne de la productivité pourrait 
augmenter d’environ un point de pourcentage jusqu’en 
2024 si les tendances évoquées venaient à perdurer.

Les dirigeants politiques peuvent aider le monde à saisir 
cette opportunité, en développant et en améliorant les 
infrastructures numériques, tout en veillant à ce que 
tous les consommateurs, travailleurs et entreprises y 
aient accès. À condition que ces bienfaits soient 
généralisés, les gains potentiels de productivité 
pourraient conduire une reprise solide et équitable.

FrançaisFrançais
cher en termesde frais de 
transport parrapport aux autres 
pays lointains.

Le Dr Musa Dukulyqui aété 
a u s s i  r e c o n d u i t  c o m m e  
gouverneur adjoint de la CBL 
c h a r g é d e  l a  p o l i t i q u e  
économique et qui occupe ce 
poste depuis 2019, a rappelé 
qu’en 2019, à sa prise de 
fonctions, le taux de change 
était élevé et qu’il y avait de 
l’inflation. Àen croire Dr Dukuly, 
quandle Libéria a rejoint le 
programme du Fonds monétaire 
international (FMI),il a été invité 
à réduire ses effectifs et à 
procéderà l’harmonisation des 
salaires.

Selon lui, la CBL,étant 
convaincu que le programme 
était une bouée de sauvetage 
pour l’économie du Libéria, a 
supprimé 274 emplois et 
encouragé la réduction des 
salaires des employés de la 
fonction publique. 

A Dr Dukulydeconclure que 
depuis lors, il y a eu une 
c r o i s s a n c e  d u  s y s t è m e  
microéconomie et que le Libéria 
a atteint l’objectif de la 
Communauté économique des 
États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest 
(CEDEAO). 

Permettez-moi également de 
souligner que je prends très au 
sérieux la relation Libéria-
France », a déclaré le président 
Weah.L’ambassadeur de France 
au Libéria a officiellement 
présenté le lot au président 
Weah le samedi 3 juillet 2021 à 
son arrivée de Paris, en France, 
où il a assisté au Forum 
Génération Égalité avec d’autres 
dirigeants mondiaux. 

ditapprécier l’utilisation du 
s y s t è m e  d ’ a r g e n t  
mobile,quijoue actuellement 
un grand rôlevital dans la 
luttecontre la COVID-19, car 
les gens n'ont plusbesoinde 
s’entasser par exemple 
devant les boulangeries. A 
noter que cela aurait mis à 
mal l’observationde la 
distanciation sociale.

Le gouverneur Tarlue a en 
outrefait observer qu’il n’y a 
pas assez de banques dans les 
d i f f é r e n t s  c o m t é s ,  
expliquantqu’il y a en 
moyenne une pour quatre 
comtés, ce qui est beaucoup 
déplorable, surtout que les 
habitants des zones rurales 
onttoutes les difficultés de 
toucher leurs salaires.

Selon lui, le système 
numérique sera d’une grande 
importance.« Mon héritage 
sera d’avoir converti le 
Libéria en un pays numérique 
», a-t-il parié.

La  CBL,d’après  lu i ,  
travaille avec le Nigeria, le 
Ghana et d’autres pays 
africains.Il a faitcroire 
qu’acheterdu riz et d’autres 
choses du Nigeria et du Ghana 
reviendrabeaucoup moins 

Le gouvernement français a 
récemment fait don de 56 000 
tests antigéniques rapides et 
de respirateurs de transport 
4OSIRIS3 pour la lutte contre 
le Covid-19.
« Je tiens à remercier le 
gouvernement et le peuple 
de France pour ce magnifique 
don qui fait suite à ma 
rencontre avec mon ami et 
frère le président Macron. 
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ARBEL, Margibi County – Six months after 
Firestone sacked Moses Flomo without a Hseverance pay after nearly three 

decades of service, he suffered a severe injury 
while performing a menial job at a farm in Totota, 
B o n g  
County.(https://thedaylight.org/2021/07/11/tw
o-dozens-former-firestone-workers-fight-
alleged-illegal-dismissal/

Doctors had to cut some flesh from his buttocks 
to stitch his injured, left knee. Having recovered 
fully, Flomo, 54, has been stuck at the John F. 
Kennedy Hospital in Monrovia for more than a 
month now. Why? He cannot foot his medical bill of 
L$200,000 (US$1,176).  

“If Firestone had not sacked me, or even if they 
had given me my benefit, I wouldn’t have ended 
up in hospital,” Flomo tells The DayLight in an 
interview inside his hospital ward. “All my 
suffering… has gone in vain. I don’t know how I will 
leave this hospital.” 

Flomo was among 24 workers Firestone sacked 
in July 2019 after fire they started in their gardens 
sprayed over to scores of rubber trees on the 
company’s plantation in Margibi County in May 
that year. 

The dismissed workers, who served the 
company between nine and 30 years, are 
challenging their dismissal. They sued the 
company at the Civil Law Court in Monrovia for 
wrongful dismissal less than two weeks into their 
sacking. 

Firestone says its investigation found the 
former workers were not authorized to burn their 
farm, though the company was aware they had 
garden and cut a 50-foot fire boundary. “You did 
not obtain permission from your bosses before 
burning your garden, which resulted into 12 
rubber trees being affected, thereby leaving two 
of the affected rubber trees dead at the location,” 
Flomo’s July 8, 2019 dismissal letter, seen by The 
DayLight, read. Firestone alleges that their action 
violated the Decent Work Act of 2015, which 
allows companies to dismiss employees who 
“carelessly or intentionally destroyed” their 
properties. 

The Firestone Workers Union (FAWUL), who 
leads the lawsuit for Flomo and the other workers, 
has a different version of the incident.  FAWUL says 
its investigation showed that no rubber tree was 
destroyed despite being “scorched,” adding 
Firestone is still tapping the trees in question. The 
DayLight’s investigation shows that the rubber 
trees in the middle of the dispute in Division 35 are 
currently being tapped. This reporter saw tapping 
marks and rubber cups fastened to the 
controversial trees, with latex in them. 

FAWUL also alleges that Firestone sacked the 

workers without its knowledge.  “All warnings, suspension 
and dismissals will be read and explained to the offending 
employee in the presence of the Union representatives,” 
reads the collective bargaining agreement (CBA) between 
Firestone and the workers. “The shop steward/union 
representatives will witness with his/her signature.” 

The case has been moved to the Sixth Judicial Circuit 
Court in Kakata. In August last year, the Civil Law Court in 
Monrovia transferred the case there over jurisdiction. The 
Monrovia court had ordered the transfer to Margibi since it 
was where Flomo and the other workers were dismissed. 
FAWUL had asked the court to make a declaratory 
judgement, which happens when a party does not dispute 
an allegation against it. But the Judge YamieGbeisay 
denied that request. Gbeisay also rejected Firestone’s 
petition to dismiss the case in the September 11, 2019 
ruling. 

Final augments into the case ended March but ruling 
has not been handed down. Judge KoboiNuta, who now 
presides over it, refused to give The DayLight the case 
filings, which are public documents. We managed to 
obtain it elsewhere. 

“I will be strongly disappointed if my people lose this 
case,” says Allen AttohWreh, the representative in Margibi 
District #3. “I am fully on the side of my people because 
dismissal was the right decision here.” 

Evicted in the Rain 

Flomo and other workers were evicted from their 
plantation homes less than a month after their dismissal, 
despite the Margibi court’s disapproval at the time. 

“It was raining heavily when armed men arrived. They 
threw my proprieties outside of my house,” recalls Moses 
Tokpah, who worked as a rubber tapper. “I am left with 
nothing. I cannot afford to feed my family.” 

Firestone denies any wrongdoing, adding the dismissals 
were legal. The company had warned the employees 
against setting fire in the area as it was close to its 
plantation, and weather was windy, according Patrick 
Honnah, Firestone’s communications manager. He did not 
show any proof of prior warning. “The group of employees 
disregarded the warnings and set fires…,” says Honnah in 
an emailed interview. 

The disputed dismissals came four months after 
Firestone announced it would lay off 800 workers or 13 
percent of its workforce. The company said the job cuts 
were overhead-cost-related losses due to a slump in the 
prices of rubber and low production, linked to the Liberian 
Civil War. It cut the planned layoffs to 374 workers last 
year. 

Firestone is one of Liberia's leading employers, with 
more than 6,000 employees, almost entirely Liberians. 
The House of Representatives was furious that the 
proposed redundancies would have taken bread from the 
mouths of thousands of Liberians. The company—owned 
by Japan’s Bridgestone Corporation and is the world’s 
single-largest natural rubber producing company—stood 
firm on its decision. 

These episodes have created an atmosphere of fear 
throughout Firestone’s 45 divisions, according to 
RodennickBongorlee, the president of the Firestone 
Agriculture Workers Union (FAWUL). A truck driver around 
the same time Flomo was fired, Firestone dismissed a 
truck driver over drunkenness, though the volume he 
consumed did not breach its policy. FAWUL intervened and 
he was allowed back to work. 

“The… workers on the plantation are nervous that they, 
too, can be fired at any time,” Bongorlee says. “We’ll 

fight this case. We’ll not rest until our people get 
justice.” 

Current unfolding at Firestone Natural Rubber 
Company, LLC resembles the company’s 
complicated history. 

In 1926, it signed a 99-year deal by the 
government of Liberia to lease a million acres at a 
price of six cents per acre, regarded as one of the 
worst concessions in human history. The parties 
amended the agreement in 2008, to extend it to 
2046.  

Not long after that, it was involved in forced 
recruitment of workers, leading to the resignation 
of President Charles D.B. King, according to 
Liberia’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) in its report in 2009.  

In 1990—the same year Flomo was employed— 
Firestone gave rebels US$2 million annually for 
protection to continue its operations while the war 
was ongoing, the TRC said. Those findings were 
corroborated in a 2014 report by ProPublica on the 
company’s wartime dealings. 

In the mid-2000s, it was soaked in allegations of 
workers sleeping in windowless buildings, child 
labor and other work-related issues.  It denied 
those allegations but began making improvements 
beginning 2007. 

And last month, over 200 retirees won their 
lawsuit against Firestone and the National Social 
Security and Welfare Corporation (NASSCORP) over 
pension benefits. 

 

Still on his hospital ward, Flomo does not intend 
working with Firestone again. The lawsuit he and 
his colleagues filed two years ago demands 
reinstatement. 

“I only want my severance pay for all these years 
I labored,” says the father of seven, sitting in a red 
plastic chair in short trousers with large scars on his 
thighs and left knee. His 29 years of service could 
earn him more than US$3,000. “I purposed in my 
heart that I will build a three-bedroom house in 
Kakata upon receiving my pension money.”  

This story is part of The DayLight’s Human Rights 
Reporting Series. 

Dismissed Firestone worker Moses Flomo sits at 
the John F. Kennedy Medical (JFK) in Monrovia. The 

DayLight/Varney Kamara 

Firestone plantation at Division 26, Margibi 
County. Varney Kamara/The Daylight. June 17, 

2021
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Commissioner should expend 
their quote-unquote salary but 
want to remind them that the 
CDC government is a government 
of the ordinary people intended 
to uplift the lives of the ordinary 
masses," Hassan Newland said.

The National Youth League of 
the CDC therefore requested the 
President and political leader of 
the party to investigate Mr. 
Potter ' s  d i sp lay  of  such 
affluence, claiming that they 
think it is at the peril of the 
ordinary people.

"We need said investigation to 
be conducted as we strive to live 
within the confines of the Pro-
Poor Agenda,” the Youth League 
said, and called on President 
George Manneh Weah to 
investigate the two officials to 
serve as a deterrence for would-
be agent provocateur.

According to Newland, the 
essence of the Pro-Poor agenda is 
to lift the vast majority from 
poverty to an appreciable living 
standard, but not to enrich an 
individual to the detriment of 
the people.

Hassan added that the Youth 
League sees this recent action as 
a flagrant disrespect to the 
peop le  and  a  comp le te  
contradiction to the philosophy 
and ideology of the mighty CDC.

He applauded the President 
for making a serious effort in the 
fight against the COVID-19 
menace that is ravaging the 
country and for being committed 
in his endeavor to address the 
economical ly  chal leng ing  
situation of the citizenry.

"We sincerely expect his 
lieutenants to realistically 

hambers Justice, 
Joseph Nagbe has Cdealt another blow to 

Lofa County Senator – elect 
and former Defense Minister 
B r o w n i e  J .  S a m u k a i  
certification.

The Supreme Court Justice 
in Chambers over the weekend 
granted an approval stamp to 
a Justice Ministry request to 
d i sa l low Mr.  Samukai ’s  
certification by the National 
Elections Commission.

Mr. Samuaki and others 
have been told to make full 
settlement of theUS$1.147, 
656m or (pay) 50 percent 
within the period of six months 
of an AFL fund that was said to 
have been misapplied during 
his tenure at the Ministry of 
Defense.

In early May this year, 
Justice Nagbe also granted a 
petit ion for a writ  of 
prohibition filed by the 
Movement for Progressive 
Change (MPC) against the 
certification of Mr. Samukai, 
o r de r i n g  t he  Na t i ona l  
Elections Commission (NEC) to 
d i s a l l o w  S a m u k a i ’ s  
cer t i f i cat ion  unt i l  the  
disability imposed on the 
convicted former Defense 
Minister is removed according 
to law.

Last week Justice Nagbe 
granted the government’s 
petition to order the NEC to 
halt Samukai’s certification 
because the petition for the 
writ of prohibition as filed by 
the State was properly applied 
for.

The government said 
Samukai is a judicially 
disenfranchised citizen and a 
convicted felon, therefore he 
should not be certificated as 
Senator.

In a separate petition in 
March this year, the MPC of 
Businessman Simeon Freeman 
contented that Samukai had 
already been convicted by 
both a circuit court and the 
Supreme Court following his 
trial for misapplying private 
pension saving funds owned by 
soldiers of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia (AFL) during his term 
as Defense Minister in former 
President Ellen Johnson – 
Sirleaf’s administration.

The MPC asked the Justice - 
in – Chambers Nagbe to 
d i s a l l o w  S a m u k a i ’ s  
certification. In a ruling on 8 
February 2021, Liberia’s 
Supreme Court upheld a lower 
court’s ruling but with 
modification, convicting ex-

head of the 2023 
l e g i s l a t i v e  and  Ap r e s i d e n t i a l  

election, internal conflict has 
hit the ruling Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC), 
with members of the party 
accusing their officials of 
allegedly betraying the 
party’s national development 
plan which is the Pro – Poor 
Agenda for Development and 
Prosperity (PAPD).

Through its National Youth 
League, the CDC at a news 
conference held at its 
headquarter in Oldest Congo 
Town over the weekend 
condemned an alleged 
reckless display of wealth on 
the part of two officials of 
government in persons of 
Assistant Minister of state J. 

Emmanue l  Pot te r  and  
Maritime Commissioner Len 
Eugene Nagbe.

The Youth League through 
its deputy secretary general 
for administration Hassan 
Newland said the actions of 
Emmanue l  Pot te r  and  
Commissioner Nagbe are a 
total contradiction, and a 
betrayal to the national 
development plan.

The CDC Youth League 
claimed that the two officials 
couldn’t afford a 2,500 USD 
vehicle years back, but in less 
than three years of the CDC – 
led administration, they are 
displaying and popping 
champagne over a luxurious 
Audi Q7 vehicle.

"We have no interest in 
how the Minister, and the 

buttress his effort instead of 
having an individual who 
supposed to be identifying 
with their situation but 
f launt ing  with  such a  
luxurious vehicle in the midst 
of all of these issues," 
Newland continued.

He noted that the actions 
of the two officials only speak 
to their insensitivity.

"We refused to accept that 
while hospitals are challenged 
and the healthcare system is 
under attack, to have an 
Assistant Minister who earns 
around 2,000 USD, and a 
Commissioner who earns 
more of this parading with a 
vehicle with such a high cash 
value, to the point of 
i n s u l t i n g l y  p o u r i n g  
champagne on i t .  I t ’s  
unfor tunate, "  Newland  
lamented.

At the same time, Newland 
said it has come to the 
attention of the CDC National 
Youth League the continuous 
reckless display of luxurious 
m e a l s  b y  M a r i t i m e  
Commissioner Eugene Nagbe 
which is a raw provocation 
and a show of sheer arrogance 
and total disrespect to the 
ordinary people who are 
struggling to afford a daily 
meal.

"It bewilders us that people 
like Eugene Nagbe and 
Emmanuel Potter will engage 
themselves in extravagance 
while the masses of our 
people still struggle for better 
living conditions,” he said.

According to Newland, the 
actions of both individuals 
undermine the sense of 
belonging that CDCians 
envisage for their people as a 
grassroots movement.

He called on all partisans 
and well-wishers to remain 
focused and not succumb to 
the reckless display of 
overnight luxury on the part 
of Mr. Potter and Mr. Nagbe 
who have allegedly betrayed 
the essence of the Pro-Poor 
a g e n d a  a n d  e n g a g e  
themselves into a flamboyant 
lifestyle which is an utter 
p r o v o c a t i o n  a n d  
irresponsible.

Both Mr. Nagbe and Mr. 
Potter  have not  been 
contacted for comment but 
close aides of Mr. Nagbe said 
what  the  CDC  you th s  
described as luxury meal is 
worth around USD15 to 
20USD.

President Ellen Johnson – 
Sirleaf’s longest serving Defense 
Minister, now Lofa County 
Senator – elect Mr. Brownie 
Samukai and two other former 
defense officials for the 
unauthorized spending of 
soldiers’ pension money.

In that ruling, the Supreme 
Court sentenced former Minister 
J. Brownie Samukai, his deputy 
Joseph P. Johnson and Mr. James 
NyumahDorkor to serve a term 
of two years each in a common 
jail.

However, the Supreme Court 
ruled in the corruption case that 
t he  sen tence s  sha l l  be  
suspended provided that the 
convicted off ic ia ls  shal l  
restitute the full amount of 
US$1.147, 656m or (pay) 50 
percent within the period of six 
months, and following that, 
make appropriate arrangement 
to pay the remaining percent in 
one calendar year.

Should the defendants fail on 
these mandates, the Supreme 
Court said they shall be 
incarcerated in common jail and 
remain there until the full 
amount is paid. In its judgment, 
the Supreme Court said every 
withdrawal from the Armed 
Forces of Liberia (AFL) Pension 
Account should have been by 
authorization or consent of the 
AFL soldiers.

The Court therefore said the 
u n r e l a t e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  
US$1.147,  656m on  the  
instruction of former President 
Sirleaf was without the pale of 
the law, and the appellants 
(defendants) are held personally 
liable for the unauthorized 
expenditure on the account.

Prior to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling in the criminal case, Mr. 
Samukai after initially being 
given a suspended sentence by 
the Criminal Court “C” won the 
December 2020 Senatorial 
election in Lofa County, but had 
not been seated yet in the 
Senate due to challenges 
brought against the election 
results by his rival.

He won the election related 
case at the Supreme Court and 
the NEC was ordered to certify 
him before the MPC filed the 
petit ion to restrain the 
c o m m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  
certification process on the 
basis of Samukai’s conviction in 
the criminal case.

Samukai could choose to 
appeal to the full bench of the 
Supreme Court against Associate 
Just ice Nagbe’s decis ion 
granting the MPC’s petition.
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Internal conflict rocks CDC
By Lewis S. Teh 

Justice in Chambers blocks 
Samukai’s certification
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symptoms of Covid and that 
test conducted by doctors and 
nurses proved negative of the 
virus.

"So he was operated on 
that morning as a hydro seed 
patient and both of us left the 
hospital the following day”, 
she narrated.

However, she said after 
some days, the family 
observed their brother’s 
health condition was still 
deteriorating because he was 
even experiencing swollen 
stomach so he was hurriedly 
rushed back to the hospital for 
the second time.

"When we got there, nurses 
a g a i n  m a d e  q u i c k  
intervention, he was taken to 
a  r o o m  f o r  f u r t h e r  
attention.But while in the 
room, he started crying, 
complaining of his stomach 
and after few hours, two of 
the nurses ran out to us and 
pronounced him dead."

She said although the 
death was a serious setback 
for the family, but the most 
cr it ical  and worrisome 

2020 than Shaw.
However, UEFA insist that no 

fan has managed to enter the 
stadium without a ticket and so 
the game should take place as 
scheduled.

UEFA's statement read: "Fans 
have been jumping over barriers 
but there has been no access to 
the stadium. No concern that 
any protocol will come into 
place in which the stadium will 
be shut down.

"There is no concern this final 
will not go ahead.”

mid recent increase 
in COVID-19 cases in AMaryland County, 

southeast Liberia leading to 
one death, family 

members of the deceased 
have challenged health 
authorities in the county 
their son died of Covid.

Members of theGenekah 
family have rejected report 
from the County Health Team 

ngland wing-back 
Luke Shaw scored Ethe fastest goal in a 

European Championship final 
with his strike inside two 
minutes against Italy.

Shaw got on the end of a 
Kieran Trippier cross at the 
far post and thumped a volley 
past Gianluigi Donnarumma 
to give Gareth Southgate's 
side an early lead in Sunday's 
clash at Wembley.

The goal was Shaw's first 
for England on his 16th 
appearance and was timed at 
one minute and 57 seconds, 

of Maryland that their son,the 
late Joe Genekah tested positive 
of the virus prior to his death.

Narrating the family’s ordeal, 
the older sister of the deceased 
said, their late brother was first 
taken to the J.J.DossenReferral 
hospital in Harper, Maryland 
County on June 1, 2021 and 
diagnosed of a different sickness 
rather than COVID-19.

She explained they took him 
to the hospital as a hydro seed 
patient with no signs and 

surpassing the previous record 
held by Chus Pereda for Spain 
against the Soviet Union in 1964 
(05:04)

It was also England's fastest 
goal in a European Championship 
match, 17 seconds quicker than 
Alan Shearer's effort against 
Germany in 1996.

Shaw has been a key player in 
the Three Lions' run to the final 
on home soil, having also 
assisted three goals prior to the 
Italy showdown. In fact, only 
Cristiano Ronaldo (six) and Patrik 
Schick (five) have been directly 
involved in more goals at Euro 

CMYK

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

Family rejects death attributed to COVID-19  

Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County

Luke Shaw scores fastest European Championship final goal
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