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t least 30 people 
have now died in the Aviolence which has 

been engulfing parts of South 
Africa since the country's 
former President Jacob Zuma 
handed himself in to police 
last week.

Almost 800 people have 
been arrested in the unrest 
which began as protests 
following Zuma's jailing on 
Thursday.

But protests turned violent 
over the weekend, with fires 
set, highways blocked and 
businesses looted.

The military has now been 
deployed to  he lp  the  
overstretched police.Police 
Minister Bheki Cele told 
journalists on Tuesday that, if 
the looting continued, there 
was a risk areas could run out 
of basic food.

However, Defence Minister 
Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula said 
there was not yet a need to 
declare a state of emergency 
over the violence in KwaZulu-
Natal and Gauteng provinces.

KwaZulu-Natal Premier 
Sihle Zikalala said some 26 
people had been killed in the 
province so far, including a 
15-year-old boy, EWN reports. 

Six deaths have been confirmed 
in Gauteng, news agency AFP 
says.

Officials have accused some 
groups of taking advantage of 
t h e  a n g e r  o v e r  Z u m a ' s  
imprisonment to commit 
criminal acts, while others have 
said anger over unemployment 
and poverty are fuelling the 
chaos.But Mr Cele warned that 
"no amount of unhappiness or 
personal circumstances from 
our people gives the right to 

answer and explain what her 
tweets mean and where 
they're going to lead to," Jesse 
Duarte, the party's deputy 
secretary-general, said, 
according to South Africa's 
Daily Maverick.

Zuma was convicted of 
contempt of court last month 
after failing to attend an 
inquiry into corruption during 
his presidency. The 79-year-
old, who denies corruption, 
was given a 15-month prison 
sentence. He handed himself 
to police late on Wednesday. 
He is hoping to get the 
sentence rescinded or reduced 
by the country's constitutional 
Court. However, legal experts 
say his chances of success are 
slim.The catalyst was the 
arrest last week of Zuma, with 
his supporters blockading 
major roads - the economic 
arteries of the nation - as they 
demanded the release of their 
political hero.

Low income levels and 
unemployment - standing at a 
record high of 32.6% among 
the workforce and even higher 
at 46.3% among young people - 
are seen as the ticking bombs 
that have exploded.

Many South Africans have 

anyone to loot, vandalise and 
do as they please and break 
the law".He also revealed 
they were investigating 12 
people for inciting violence.

There has been some 
concern over fake news online 
fuelling the unrest, while the 
governing African National 
Congress (ANC) had already 
revealed it was looking into 
tweets sent by Zuma's 
daughter, Duduzile Zuma-
Sambudla. "She will have to 

hana’s first lady has 
offered to refund Gall the allowances 

she has received since the 
president assumed office in 
2017, following a public 
outcry over salaries.

Rebecca Akufo-Addo also 
said she would not accept a 

salary that was recently 
approved by the country’s 
parliament.

She said in a statement that 
she had “decided to refund all 
m on i e s  p a i d  t o  h e r  a s  
allowances” amounting to 
899,097.84 Ghanaian cedis 
($151,618; £109,111).

She said she did not 
request to be paid and had 
“only received that which 
existed and attached to her 
status, albeit informally”.The 
decision to refund the money 
was in view of the “extremely 
negative opinion, in some 
cases, which she finds 
distasteful, seeking to portray 
her as a venal, self-serving 
and self-centered woman who 
does not care about the plight 
of the ordinary Ghanaian”, 
the statement added.

Last week, Ghanaians 
expressed outrage at the 
decision by MPs to approve 
salaries for the wives of the 
president and vice-president 
for the supportive role they 
play.

They were set to receive 
about $3,500 (£2,500) a 
month, the same amount as 
cabinet ministers following a 
2019 recommendation by a 
parliamentary committee.

The first lady and second 
lady have always been given 
allowances over the years as 
p a r t  o f  e x e c u t i v e  
privileges.BBC

been shaken by the riots that 
have swept through Zuma's 
political heartland of KwaZulu-
Natal and the economic hub of 
Gauteng.

And many feel that his 
successor as president, Cyril 
Ramaphosa, has failed to 
provide decisive leadership - 
either to calm anger over Zuma's 
imprisonment or to reassure 
South Africans that they will be 
safe.Despite Mr Ramaphosa's 
promise to deploy the military, 
there is still no visible presence 
of soldiers in some areas.

Many residents in affected 
areas have remained at home, 
and some have formed what 
local media call "defence 
squads" to protect their 
neighbourhoods and businesses 
as looting continues.

There is no doubt that the 
unrest is the biggest security 
challenge that Mr Ramaphosa 
has faced since he became 
president in 2019, and it is 
bound to worsen the economic 
crisis, already hit by the Covid 
pandemic, as many businesses, 
i n c l ud ing  supe rmarke t s ,  
pharmacies and other retail 
stores, have been destroyed.

Video footage shows that 
even a blood bank was looted in 
the coastal city of Durban, as Mr 
Ramaphosa addressed the 
nation on Monday night. BBC

Death toll mounts in South 
Africa Zuma riots

Police fired rubber bullets in an effort to deter looters

Ghana's first lady offers 
to refund allowances

Rebecca Akufo-Addo said she did not request to be paid

he European Union 
foreign policy chief, TJosep Borrell, has 

urged member states to 
consider imposing sanctions 
over the crisis in the Ethiopian 
region of Tigray.“I believe that 
the situation in Ethiopia would 
certainly require that we 
consider the possibility of all 
options at our disposal, and 
this option - the option of 
restrictive measures - to my 
understanding, must be on the 
table,” he said after a meeting 
of EU foreign ministers in 
Brussels.

As a result of eight months of 
war, during which aid has 
frequently been blocked, 
hundreds of thousands of people 
are facing famine.Mr Borrell said 
the EU wanted a ceasefire 
declared by the Ethiopian 
government to be implemented 
on the ground.He said the region 
was instead being cut off from 
the rest of the world. Last month 
rebel fighters retook large parts 
o f  Ti g ray.The  E th iop ian  
government has been accused of 
shutting down essential services 
there - including electricity and 
telecommunications. BBC

EU chief urges Ethiopia 
sanctions over Tigray crisis

Hundreds of thousands of people in Tigray are facing famine
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TANFORD – The strategic imperative behind 
US President Joe Biden’s recent summitry in SEurope was to forge a united Western 

response to China. In the three weeks since 
those meetings, it has become clear that he 
succeeded.

The United States, France, and Germany are 
now essentially on the same page. Each 
recognizes that broad international agreement 
is necessary to convince China to curtail its 
aggressive behavior. The Chinese attitude was 
laid bare in Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
remarks this month commemorating the 
centennial of the Communist Party of China. Any 
attempt to interfere with his country’s ascent, 
he warned, will lead to “heads bashed bloody 
against a Great Wall of steel.”

In Asia, the Biden administration’s strategic 
imperative has led it to place greater emphasis 
on the “Quad” of Asia-Pacific democracies: 
Australia, India, Japan, and the US. Late last 
month, the US and Japan staged joint naval 
maneuvers to prepare for any Chinese 
aggression toward Taiwan. And in Europe, both 
NATO and the European Union have elevated 
China to the top of the policy agenda after 
previously trying to avoid “out-of-region” 
commitments.

Although Biden has made tangible progress in 
forging a broad consensus on China, he has only 
just begun to tackle the hardest element of this 
policy: convincing Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that his country has a national-security 
interest in distancing itself from China. 
Nonetheless, getting Putin on board is now 
clearly a high priority. Since their summits with 
Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel have both 
called for a reset of EU relations with Russia.

To be sure, the suggestion that the EU might 
patch up relations with Russia has been met with 
near-hysterical protests in the Netherlands, the 
Baltic states, and Poland. Responding to these 
histrionics, Merkel hastened to make clear “that 
such talks with the Russian president aren’t a 
kind of reward.”

If Merkel was dismissive, that is because the 
howls of protest were entirely predictable. 
Abrupt strategic policy shifts are rarely 
understood at their outset. When US President 
Richard Nixon inaugurated relations with 
communist China 50 years ago, he set off a 
firestorm among America’s allies, with Japan 
objecting even more strongly than the 
Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, and Poles are 
now.

Today, Nixon’s diplomatic initiative is 
remembered as one of the great strategic 
breakthroughs of the post-war era. The 
“opening of China” arose from the fact that both 
Nixon and Mao Zedong had come to view the 
Soviet Union as the greatest threat to each of 
their countries. By establishing diplomatic 
relations, they could force the Soviets (who had 
recently invaded Czechoslovakia and then 
waged a short but brutal border war with China) 
to reconsider their aggressive policies.

It worked. In the years that followed, the Soviets 
sharply reduced troop deployments along the 
border with China and entered into major 
nuclear-arms treaties with the US.

Fast-forward to today. Putin, a man of bloodless 
realpolitik if ever there was one, has several 
reasons to play ball with Biden – many of which are 
just as compelling as those that motivated Mao 
and Zhou Enlai to welcome Nixon’s overture. For 
starters, because Russia is more isolated now than 
the Soviet Union ever was, it has become 
dangerously dependent on China. But the main 
beneficiary of Putin’s anti-Western antagonism 
over the past decade has not been Russia but 
China. By bringing Russia in from the cold in which 
the West has placed his economy, Putin could 
reverse its descent into economic sclerosis and 
stagnation.

In fact, like many in Russia’s security 
establishment, Putin recognizes that his country 
has received scant benefits from its relationship 
with Xi’s China. Although China has been investing 
massively in firms and infrastructure around the 
world (much of it through Xi’s signature Belt and 
Road Initiative), only a miniscule amount of 
Chinese money has made it to Russia, where it has 
been desperately needed to offset the effects of 
Western sanctions.

Moreover, while China’s leaders never mention it, 
they are just as embittered over Russia’s theft of 
Chinese territory in the nineteenth century as 
they are over the West’s imperial predations. With 
Western imperialism having been largely rolled 
back, it is Russia’s continued occupation of 
historic Chinese territory that stands out the most 
to ordinary Chinese observers.

For example, the city of Vladivostok, with its vast 
naval base, has been a part of Russia only since 
1860, when the tsars built a military harbor there. 
Before that, the city was known by the Manchu 
name of Haishenwai. When Russia held 
celebrations for the city’s 160th anniversary last 
year, hyper-nationalist Chinese internet users 
exploded in indignation.

There is also a demographic argument for Putin to 
consider: the six million Russians spread along the 
Siberian border face 90 million Chinese on the 
other side. And many of these Chinese regularly 
cross the border into Russia to trade (and a good 
number to stay).

Just as Nixon’s brokering of relations with Mao was 
never intended to transform China into a bastion 
of human rights and democracy, nor is the 
Biden/Macron/Merkel strategy meant to turn 
Putin’s Russia into a free society overnight. 
Western leaders are not harboring any illusions. 
Despite everything he has to gain from better 
relations with the West, Putin will not shift away 
from China if doing so poses any threat to his 
power or personal safety. The Putin regime is far 
too  b r i t t l e  and  re l i an t  on  out r i gh t  
authoritarianism to take any serious risks.

If the West wants Russia to distance itself from 
China, it will have to accept Putin as he is – warts 
and all. Though he won’t improve his record on 
human rights, he could at least be convinced to 
recognize internationally agreed norms in 
cyberspace, and to stop openly threatening his 
neighbors. That sort of bargain is more than 
possible, and it just might be enough to alert a 
stubborn Xi to the strategic dangers of his own 
regional and international bullying.
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Liberia's messy COVID-19 fight
AMID DAILY RISE IN new cases of the deadly Delta variant 
from the coronavirus, Liberia is now without vaccines to 
prevent its citizens from contracting the virus, which is 
spreading across the country like wildfire.

THE COUNTRY'S REMAINING DOSES of the 96,000 
AstraZeneca jabs received in April this year expired on 
Saturday, July 10, 2021, having administered over 90,000 
among a population of 4.5 million people, barely a drop in 
the bucket.

WHAT IS EVEN of grave concern though is authorities' 
handling of the third wave of outbreak, particularly from 
the Delta variant brought into the country largely by 
travelers from India and other Asian countries via the 
Roberts International Airport, where health regulations 
were seriously compromised for alleged personal gains.

AIRPORT SECURITY AND health regulators commercialized 
COVID-19 test results, and in some instances, gave 
incoming visitors access to the capital unchecked, raising 
infection rate among the population. On the other hand, 
the Minister of Health Doctor Wilhelmina S. Jallah has been 
more concerned with collecting US$75.00 from travelers 
for COVID-19 test than keeping surveillance.   

THE GOVERNMENT IS still cleaning up the mess created at 
the RIA effecting  suspensions and dismissal, but the harm 
has already been caused with over 5,000 confirmed cases 
and nearly 200 deaths recorded, at least by official counts. 

EVEN CITIZENS THAT took the first dose of the AstraZeneca 
vaccines are being left to wait up to August or September 
for arrival of fresh consignment of vaccines, while the virus 
rages, affecting lives.

THE GRIM PICTURE has left the United States Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to place Liberia's 
COVID-19 at Level4, meaning a very high risk country in the 
entire West Africa. As a result, travelers from Liberia are 
being subjected to vigorous scrutiny at airports in the 
region and beyond.

UNLIKE GHANA AND elsewhere in the region, Liberia is yet 
to embark on mass testing to identify infection trend 
among its population for informed decision making. Health 
institutions here lack basis supplies, including PPEs to fight 
the virus. 

FRONTLINE AUTHORITIES IN the COVID-19 fight need to 
wake up and recalibrate to put Liberia on the right 
trajectory if we should win the battle against the 
pandemic. The Weah administration seems to have lost 
focus in the ongoing fight after it mismanaged US$30 
million allotted from the national budget for stimulus 
package during the first round of the outbreak in 2020. The 
government has failed to account for the money.

AMID THE SEEMING lack of political will and clear strategy 
in tackling the health crisis, the population faces risk of any 
kind, including mass infection and death that could the 
bring the country on its knees.

2021                                         WEDNESDAY       JULY   14

Joe Biden’s Nixon Strategy

By Melvyn B. Krauss
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LAREMONT, CALIFORNIA – US politicians from both congressional parties are 
worried that China is overtaking America as the global leader in science and Ctechnology. In a rare display of bipartisanship, the normally gridlocked 

Senate passed a bill in early June to spend close to $250 billion in the next decade to 
promote cutting-edge research. But lawmakers may be fretting unnecessarily, 
because the Chinese government seems to be doing everything possible to lose its 
tech race with America.

The latest example of China’s penchant for self-harm is the sudden and arbitrary 
regulatory action taken by the Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) against 
Didi Chuxing, a ride-hailing company that recently raised $4.4 billion in an IPO on 
the New York Stock Exchange. On July 2, just two days after Didi’s successful 
offering, which valued the firm at more than $70 billion, the CAC, a department of 
the ruling Communist Party of China (CPC) masquerading as a state agency, 
announced a data-security review of the company. Two days later, the CAC abruptly 
ordered the removal of Didi from app stores, a move that wiped out nearly a quarter 
of the firm’s market value.

The CPC’s crackdown against Didi under the pretext of data security seems to be 
just the beginning of a wider campaign to assert control over China’s thriving tech 
sector. On July 9, the CAC further shocked tech entrepreneurs and their Western 
investors with an official announcement that all companies with data from more 
than one million users must pass its security review before listing on overseas stock 
exchanges. Once fully implemented, this new policy could choke off Chinese tech 
firms’ access to foreign capital.

Ironically, US China hawks have long dreamed of accomplishing just that. In 
December last year, Congress passed a law authorizing the delisting of Chinese 
companies from US stock exchanges if they fail to meet US auditing standards. Now, 
it seems that Congress need not have bothered. Its nemesis, the CPC, will be doing 
the same job far more effectively and thoroughly from now on.

Any so-called data-security review conducted by a secretive party agency with 
little technical expertise, no legal accountability, and a responsibility only to its 
political masters will erect another unpredictable regulatory hurdle deterring 
most, if not all, foreign investors. Since foreign backers of Chinese tech start-ups 
usually plan to exit their investment through an overseas listing – preferably in New 
York – the prospect of a CPC agency wielding a veto over future listings may make 
them extremely reluctant to invest.

Foreign investors, usually well-established venture-capital firms, bring not only 
much-needed financing, but also valuable expertise and best governance practices 
that are vital to the success of tech start-ups. Almost all dominant Chinese tech 
giants, including Alibaba, Tencent, and Baidu, relied on foreign funding to grow into 
spectacularly thriving companies. Had the CPC required a similar data-security 
review two decades ago, none of them would have existed – and China’s tech 
landscape today would be desolate.

The CAC’s crackdown on China’s most successful tech firms is not driven by 
concerns about data security. China’s surveillance state offers citizens no data 
security or privacy to speak of. And given that China’s data-security law already 
requires all tech companies to store their data inside the country’s borders, the 
government’s worries about a potential data leak by a ride-sharing platform such as 
Didi hardly merit radical rule changes and arbitrary restrictions. Minor regulatory 
tweaks would be more than adequate to address policymakers’ legitimate national-
security concerns.

But foreign investors hoping that Chinese leaders will realize their folly and reverse 
course should think again. Killing the proverbial golden goose seems to be a CPC 
specialty. In fact, neither Didi nor Alibaba – which in April received a record $2.8 
billion antitrust fine from the Chinese government – even come close to being the 
biggest such creature China has slaughtered recently. That unwanted distinction 
belongs to Hong Kong, whose autonomy and prosperity are in grave peril following 
the government’s imposition of a draconian national-security law last year.

Paranoia, bullying instincts, and contempt for property rights are deeply embedded 
in the CPC’s collective psyche, predisposing the Chinese government to self-
destructive policies, regardless of well-intentioned advice or even evidence of 
their harmful consequences. And over-centralization of power under strongman 
rule in China today has made self-correction nearly impossible.

For China’s tech entrepreneurs, Didi’s travails should serve as a rude awakening. 
Many may think that they can thrive under a dictatorship as long as they stay out of 
politics and focus on making money. But, to paraphrase Leon Trotsky, they may not 
be interested in the dictatorship, but the dictatorship is very interested in them.

A well-known Chinese proverb applies to the CPC. The party keeps “hurting loved 
ones and delighting the enemy” (qintong choukuai). China’s tech bosses are 
learning the hard way that they may well have more to fear from their own 
government than from America’s bipartisan Sinophobia.
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m m e  s at  l  ain t r eco mi s rengt uick y w il  t ers – el , aly ande b r t es wi l reg hei no c t h q l h e o h  nam y  It  
Fr  – fa l urt r behi dance l f he  n .

The U’ €750 b l i n recovery fund wi l t b enoug t  achieve h ng close o a E s  i l o  l no  e h o anyt i t  
co r  b wee o hern nd nor he n e ber sta es  ndeed, t wi  no  e  b  nve gence et n s ut a t r m m t ; i  i ll t ven e
eno g to pr vent hem ro  dr fting urt apa . i  he E ’s p o memb s at  u h e t f m i f her rt S nce t U o rer er t es
are alread ov i ted  hey cannot o ow m re, art cul l f i eres  rat  y er- ndeb , t b rr  much o  p i ar y i nt t es
ri e. never inf ion begi  t  i e ag n, th uro ean C tral Ba ’ impli t s  Whe lat ns o ncreas ai  e E p en nk s ci
pol cy f mo iz ng e ber- tate ebt ( hro g t e i it  p  of g vernment i o  net i m m s d  t u h h unl m ed urchase o
bonds fro  p o er untr e  l  have t  e .m o r co i s) wi l  o nd

U e  th e cond tions, the nly ini g wa o  uld e “t ans er o ,  w th nd r es i o rema n  y ut wo b a r f uni n ” i
ri r co tries i e Germany ncreasing t ei  own financi inves ment  in o rer che  un l k i  h r al t s p o
memb sta es  reat i est s i infrastructu e  ig t i at o , a d R&D are er t . G er nv ment  n r , d i al z i n  n   
ne e  no  on o bo st f ciency and ro uctiv t  n t  conom call weaker ber ed d t ly t  o  ef i  p d i y i he e i y mem
s at , ut also t  ho he e z ne and t  E  t g he . ad s ong, howev  and t es  b o ld t uro o he U o et r The ro  i  l  er,
l nger ill b ca se Eu op currently lack he i truments needed o se the ourney o st e u r e s t ns t  e j
through.

Fro  he e s e i e o  erm fiscal oli , i vesti  n m re e onomic ly n  m t p r p ct v f G an p cy  n ng i a o c al a d
s ci ly table Eu o wou off eno o s e urns. Yes  he p a l ng e  i Ge many o al s r pe ld er rm u r t , t  rev i i vi w n r
is t a  t e cou ry a read uts more int  Eu o han i  “get ut.” B  t a  is no ense  h t h nt l y p o r pe t t s o ut h t ns .
As an e port cha ion it as iv  persistent rad surp us, Ge many  by def nitio  x  mp w h a m s e,  t e l r , i n,
ece ve more han it pays utr i s t o .

n ead o  creat ng t  i press o th t Ge many is dep nd nt n the Ch nes ex or  I st f i he m i n a r e e  o i e p t
ark , Ge man le ders s ul  mak ear hat h unt s real dep nd nce i  on he m et r a ho d e cl  t  t e co ry’ e e s  t
uropean m ket  Ge many’s export  o oth E  ber st es accou  for over o  E ar . r  s t  er U mem at  nt  50% f
t  total po ts, whereas China and the S each acco  o o y about 10%.i s ex r  U unt f r nl

th lo g r , Germany will o o y as l i s uro e n nei h o  The o ner we In e n  un  d nl wel as t  E p a  g b rs.  s o
g i e hat  the bet er off we wi l be. B d n’s e o a out ix ng t in s  ho a plies reco n z t , t l i e cr d  b  f i h g  at me p

o u  t o  W mus  sho tha  o o demo rat call const tut  soci i s a ette  t  s, o . e t w t ur wn c i y i ed et e re b r
han the aut cra ic a t i es. Otherwis , he no ati dea o  t  W t will cont nuet o t l ernat v e  t rm ve i f he es i  
o lose t  stt  i s lu er.
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China Is Killing Its 
Tech Golden Goose

By Minxin Pei

Will Europe Rise 
to Biden’s Challenge?

By Sigmar Gabriel
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 media pressure 
group,  Vo ice  of  AReporters (VOR) has 

sharply reacted to Monrovia 
City Mayor Jefferson T. 
Koijee’s recent statement 
calling on members of the 
Liberian media to rally 
financial support to the 
government’s fight against 
Coronavirus. 

Mr. Koijee in a recent live 
interview on Freedom TV 
during his garbage collection 
campaign and the relocation 
of marketers from the 
Redlight Market in Paynesville, 
called on journalists across 
Liberia to begin giving 

financial support to national 
government for the fight 
against Covid out of the 
country. 

But reacting to Mayor 
Koijee’s statement Tuesday, 
12 July at a news conference 
in Monrovia, the Executive 
Director of Voice of Reporters 
HenscinDehgar termed the 
Mayor’s statement as a 
complete disservice to the 
Liberian media. 

Dehgar noted that the 
plights of Liberian journalists 
have been continuously 
ignored by officials of 
government and Jefferson 

trust between youth and 
government.

During the seven-month-
long project (June-December, 
2021), AL Liberia will work in 
partnership with the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports (MOYS) 
and the Federation of Liberian 
Youth (FLY) at the county level 
t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  v e t  
participating Civil Society 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  

Koijee is of no exception. 
Mr. Dehgar has noted that 

media practitioners in Liberia 
are greatly contributing to the 
fight against Covid - 19 on their 
respective media outlets 
through awareness without 
receiving a cent from national 
government. 

He argued that the media’s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  g r e a t l y  
buttressing national government 
as compared to the call for 
financial support by Major 
Koijee. 

Dehgar accused Mayor Koijee 
as one of the major actors in the 
Coalition for Democratic Change 

(CDC) - led government who has 
failed to help ensure that the 
March 12, 2020 concerns raised 
by reporters across Liberia for 
brutalities meted out against 
them to be addressed. 

According to Dehgar, out 
shame Mr. Koijee is seeking 
financial support from struggling 
Liberian journalists, adding that 
the Mayor is aware that 
journal i sts  are ser ious ly  
underpaid by their respective 
employers, yet working to 
ensure that the public is inform 
about the daily happenings in 
the country and they must be 
applauded.

(CSOs)/Community  Based 
Organizations (CBOs), as well as, 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  y o u t h  
peacebuilding research activity 
and national stakeholders’ 
forum involving policymakers 
and national leaders. AL Liberia 
will also work with the other 
United Nations (UN) agencies 
and the UN Governance pillar at 
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Plenary reached the decision 
on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, noting 
that these institutions need to 
work together to proffer a 
workable plan that will address 
the issue of electoral frauds and 
other unnecessary practices 
during electioneering processes. 

Rivercess County Senator 
Willington Geevon Smith, a 

former employee of the National 
Identification Registray says bio-
metric voter registration system 
is the best way to proceed during 
elections, adding that it is void 
of fraudulence and double 
registration. 

According to him, the NIR has 
the capacity to conduct bio-

he Plenary of the 
L iber ian Senate Tmandates its joint 

committee on autonomous 
agencies and ways, means, 
finance and budget to invite 
authorities of the National 
Elections Commission, the 
Ministry of Finance and 

Development Planning, 
including the National 
Identification Registry to 
address proposal for a bio-
metric voter registration 
process as recommended by 
the NEC ahead of presidential 
and legislative elections in 
2023. 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

metric voter registration for 
even authorities of NEC and 
other entities in the country.

However, he underscores a 
need for these organizations 
to work together in setting up 
the system here, as is being 
d o n e  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  
countries. 

Also speaking, Sinoe 
County Senator J. Milton 
Teahjay calls for drastic 
reduction of unnecessary 
a l locat ions  with in  the 
proposed budget from NEC to 
prioritize the most essential 
issues such as the bio-metric 
voter registration, which 
according to him, will make 
Liberia’s electoral process 
credible and void of frauds. 

Meanwhile, updating the 
Senate with respect to the 
p roposed  budge t ,  t he  
chairperson for the Senate 
committee on autonomous 
commission and agencies, 
Bong County Senator Dr. 
Henrque F. Tokpah says, they 
have met with the authorities 
of NEC on several occasions 
and discussed the way 
forward to budget submitted 
to the Legislature for the 2023 
elections.

Senator Tokpah notes that 
based on findings from 
meetings held, the NEC wants 
to conduct bio-metric voter 
registration for the 2023 
presidential and legislative 
elections at a budget of 
US$29.6M, with a pilot 

ccountability Lab 
Liberia (AL Liberia) Awith funding from 

U N D P  h a s  l a u n c h e d  
“Promoting Sustainable 
Peace through National Youth 
Policy in the Framework of 
the 2030 Agenda project”. 

According to a press 
release, the project is 
i n t e n d e d  t o  d i r e c t l y  
contribute to the key 
strategic interventions 
identi f ied in L iber ia’s  
National Youth Policy and 
Action Plan 2019-2023, by 
providing capacity-building 
s u p p o r t  t o  y o u t h - l e d  
organizations in Bomi, Bong, 
Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh, 
and Montserrado Counties 
enabling them to lead 
peacebu i ld ing  e f for t s ;  
promote youth participation 
in decision-making, and 
removing obstacles that 
affect the full contribution of 
youth to society. 

T h e  o v e r a r c h i n g  
objectives of the project 

i n c l u d e ;  s u p p o r t i n g  
sustainability of local youth-led 
organizations through crisis, 
i n c l ud i n g  COV ID - r e l a t ed  
constraints; strengthening local 
partnership with ownership by 
youth - led  o rgan i za t ions ,  

movements, and networks to 
support youth's positive role 
in  peacebu i ld ing ;  and  
fostering youth inclusive and 
safe spaces for dialogues to 
design youth inclusive and 
response policies and build 

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!

           WEDNESDAY       JULY   14

Senate cites NEC, others
-for bio-metric voter registration talks  

By Ethel A Tweh

AL Liberia launches Youth Sustainable 
Peace Policy Framework project

Koijee's call for journalists’ 
financial support anger reporters

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson T. Koijee



nimal protection 
char i ty  Humane AS o c i e t y  

Internat iona l ,  and  i t s  
sanctuary Second Chance 
Chimpanzee Refuge Liberia, 
are  celebrat ing  Wor ld  
Chimpanzee Day today, 14th 
July with a moving tribute to 
colleague Joseph Thomas 
who died in January this year 
after more than 40 years of 
dedicated care for over 60 
retired chimpanzees in 
Liberia, formerly used in 
invasive biomedical research. 

SCCRL and HSI are now 
embarking on an exciting new 
p h a s e  o f  s a n c t u a r y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  
construction plans to build a 
veterinary clinic and new 

f a c i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  
chimpanzees’ island homes.  

According to Human 
Soc ie ty  I n te rna t i ona l ,  
Thomas first met the chimps 
in 1979 when he began work 
at the research facility where 
they were being used in 
experiments. When civil war 
broke out in Liberia, and then 
years later Ebola devastated 
the country, Thomas and 
other local workers stayed 
behind at the facility and 
risked their own lives to care 
for the chimps.

 In the mid-2000s he 
helped to relocate the 
chimpanzees to six estuary 
islands in the Farmington and 
Little Bassa rivers in western-
central Liberia as research on 
them was being phased out. 
In 2015, when the research 
company’s funding for the 
animals came to an end, it 
was Thomas who signaled an 
international plea for help 
while he did his best to gather 
local resources to continue 
feeding the chimpanzees. His 
plea reached the attention of 
H u m a n e  S o c i e t y  
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International who stepped in to 
provide initial emergency 
funding to save the chimps. HSI 
has since committed to their 
lifetime care.

D r .  R i c h a r d  S s u n a ,  
veterinarian for Second Chance 
a t  H u m a n e  S o c i e t y  
International, says: “These 
chimpanzees cannot fend for 
themselves because originally 
they were taken from the wild as 
babies or bred in captivity, and 
the islands do not have sufficient 
natural food sources. If Joseph 
and his team had not stayed 
behind during the civil war to 
feed them with whatever fruits 
and vegetables they could 
source in local markets, these 
animals would have starved to 
death. Joseph had a remarkable 

bond with the chimps, he knew 
every single one of them by 
name and personality. They 
trusted him enormously, and 
throughout all the years of 
conflict and turmoil they 
endured, Joseph was their one 
constant. His passing leaves a 
huge hole in our hearts and in our 
team, but we are determined to 
make Joseph proud and continue 
his amazing legacy.” 

H u m a n  S o c i e t y  
International’s team of 30 staff 
in Liberia provide around the 
clock care for the chimpanzees 
including preparing and feeding 
a nutritious diet twice a day, 
providing security around the 

chimps’ island homes, and 
administering high quality 
veterinary care and birth 
control programs. 

HSI is now also embarking 
on an exciting new phase of 
sanctuary development, with 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  
construction plans to build a 
veterinary clinic and new 
facilities on the chimpanzees’ 
island homes. HSI’s new 
infrastructure project has 
now been granted the 
government permission it 
needs to go ahead, marking a 
new chapter for the sanctuary 
and the major, multi-year 
undertaking of temporarily 
relocating the chimps while 
construction takes place on 
the islands. 

Second Chance program 
manager at Humane Society 
International, Amanda Gray, 
say s :  “Second  Chance  
provides a near wild existence 
in mangrove forests where the 
chimps can roam freely, live 
together in social groups, and 
even make treetop nests at 
night. Some chimps like 
Samantha, Jiminy Cricket and 
Brutus are more than 40 years 
old, so they’ve been through a 
lot. But they’ve all been 
t ran s fo rmed  f rom the  
malnourished, desperate 
chimps we first met to 
healthy, happy, thriving 
animals. We are committed to 
providing them with lifelong 
care, which could be another 
60 years, so our project to 
build new facilities on the 
islands will ensure they get 
the best of care into the 
future.”

The legacy of Joseph 
Thomas’s love for the 
chimpanzees also lives on in 
HSI’s community education 
work in Liberia. HSI runs 
humane education programs 
in 25 communities and 12 
schools to promote kindness 
and respect for animals and 
the environment. HSI’s Dr. 
Ssuna also provides regular 
free veterinary care and 
vaccinations for community 
dogs and cats, and the charity 
funds community initiatives 
such as repairing the local 
road, providing sanitation 
equipment to help COVID-19 
prevention, as well as 
recruiting staff and procuring 
food locally for the sanctuary. 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

h e  E C O W A S  
Commission and the TCouncil of Europe are 

partnering, through the 
OCWAR-C and respective 
GLACY+ projects to support 
strengthening national and 
regional judicial capacity in 
the ECOWAS region through a 
training programme on 
cybercrime and electronic 
evidence. 

Judges and prosecutors 
from the ECOWAS English 
speaking countries - The 
Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, 
Nigeria and Sierra Leone have 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
Introductory training course 
on Cybercrime for Criminal 
Justice Authorities delivered 
in online format, in an effort 
to strengthen the judicial 
capacity of the ECOWAS region 
a n d  a l s o  t o  e n s u r e  
sustainability by creating a 
national pool of experts to 
train in-country prosecutors 
and judges on this subject. 

The Introductory Course 
gave the very foundation of 
knowledge for the future 
j u d i c i a l  t r a i n e r s  o n  

cybercrime and electronic 
evidence and it is planned to 
become a sustainable part of 
each member states judicial 
training programme. 

The Course was delivered by 
experts on cybercrime that are 
part of the pool of national 
trainers from Ghana that were 
previously trained as trainers 
under the framework of the 
GLACY+ project. On the medium 
term, the newly trained judges, 
and prosecutors from the 
ECOWAS English speaking 
countries will be involved in 

rol l ing out the national 
introductory judicial trainings in 
their own countries, with the 
support of GLACY+ and OCWAR-C 
projects. 

The course will continue 
during the week from 12 to 15 
July 2021 with the ECOWAS 
French speaking countries – 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Senegal - 
that will be delivered by one 
expert of the Council of Europe 
supported by the Senegalese 
national pool of trainers. 
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HSI celebrates World Chimpanzee Day ECOWAS, partners hold training course 
on Cybercrime for Judges and Prosecutors -pays tribute to fallen staff

The late Joseph Thomas in one of his 
interactions with the Chimpanzees 

ÅHOTLINE IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL 4455

GOOD LEGACY SOCIAL & ATHLETIC ORGANIZATION SAYS:

Let’s Prevent the spread of                                                      NOW!
By Following the Health Regulations 
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FrançaisFrançais

e nombre de cas de la 
covid-19enregistrés Lau Libéria a connu 

une baisse au cours de la 
dernière semaine, àen croire 
le médecin-chef, le Dr 
Francis Karteh.

M. Karteh a toutefois 
appeléles populationsà faire 
preuve de vigilance.

« Certainement, il y a eu 
une baisse significative… et 
je suis très reconnaissant 
envers le peuple du Libéria. 
Vous savez, comme je l’ai 
toujours dit, personne ne 
v e u t  r e s t r e i n d r e  l e s  
privilèges des individus et 
ainsi de suite. Mais si nous 
pouvons tous faire un 
sacrifice, certainement plus 
tôt nous le ferons, mieux 
serons nous tous », a-t-il 
déclaré lundisur la chaîne de 
télévision locale OK FM. 

Le Dr Karteh a indiqué 
qu’avec les sacrifices que 
tout le monde a consentis, le 
Libéria a « vu un déclin », 
t o u t e n  p r é v e n a n t  
cependantles uns et les 
autres en disant : « il ne faut 
pas quenous commencions à 
célébrer  parce que lorsqu’il 

s’agit d’une maladie infectieuse 
et que vous brisez la courbe, cela 
monte et descend jusqu’à ce que 
vous arriviez dans une zone 
précise ».

«Donc, cette semaine de 
déclin intensif n’indique pas que 
nous sommes sortis du pétrin. 
Donc,il faut que tous,nous 
continuions à faire ce que nous 
faisons, porter nos masques, 
nous laver les mains aussi 
souvent que possible, pratiquer 
la distanciation sociale.Je pense 

que vous savez, si nous tous 
travaillons ensemble, nous y 
arriverons », a-t-il ajouté.

Selon lui, 42 personnes 
sont actuellement prises en 
c h a r g e  a u  c e n t r e  d e  
traitement de la covid-19, 
dont 37 sont dépendantes 
desrespirateurs, ce qui 
s i g n i f i e  qu ’e l l e s  s on t  
sévèrement malades.

Il a indiqué en outre que 

La sénatrice du comté de 
Grand Bassa NyonbleeKangar 
Lawrence et le sénateur du 
comté de Montserrado 
Abraham Darius Di l lon 
mobilisent du matériel 
médical aux États-Unis pour 
le Libéria dansle cadre de la 
lutte contre la COVID-19,en 
dépit des critiques auxquelles 
ils sont en proie pour avoir 
quitté le pays en pleine 
résurgence du coronavirus. 
“Aujourd’hui, alors que nous 
emballons ces fournitures 

essentielles demandées par 
certains médecins au Libéria 
pour les envoyer par cargo 
demain, pour aider à lutter 
contre le coronavirus, nous nous 
sommes de nouveau arrêtés chez 
Doreen pour voir ce qu’elle a, et 
elle est prête à expédier un 
conteneur entier”, a noté 
lasénatrice Lawrence.
Elle expliqué qu’elle a dû 
transporter ce week-end des 
fournitures urgentes par fret 
a é r i e n  e t  l e  c o n s e i l  
d’administration de la Nyonblee 

Cares Foundation travaille 
avec un autre groupe, 
ThroughThese Hands, pour 
envoyer un ou plusieurs 
conteneurs.
Lasénatrice Lawrence a 
rappelé que lors de la crise 
d’Ebola au Libéria en 2014, 
elle s’était rendue aux États-
Unis pour chercher des lits 
parce que les hôpitaux 
avaient retiré des lits 
contaminés, ajoutant qu’elle 

Tout va mal au Libéria, car chaque jour plus 200 nouveaux cas 
sontenregistrésauniveau de la population et les décès ne 
cessent d’augmenter.

Les morguesprivées sont submergées de cadavres, tandis que les 
cercueils se font rares.Déjà, le Centre américain de contrôle 
des maladies et de Prévention a revuà la hausse le niveau 
d’alerte, en le situant à 4, le niveau le plus élevé. Le pays 
risquede succomber progressivement à la pandémie, si des 
efforts concertés ne sont pas entrepris immédiatement.

Les autorités sanitaires du pays continuent de fairecroire au 
public qu’elles sont à la hauteur de la tâche, après avoir 
annoncé des mesures préventives. Cependant, la réalité sur le 
terrain montre le contraire,vu que de nouveaux cas et les décès 
secomptent par des centaines. Il est vrai que les 
combattantsn’abandonneront jamais jusqu’à la mort du dernier 
combattant, mais le peuple libérien ne veut pas être décapité 
ou conduit à l’abattoir.

Nous croyons fermement que les tests rapides sont le moyen le 
plus sûr pour inverser la tendance actuelle,ce n’est pas le fait 
d’attendre que les patients infectés soient emmenés à Star Base 
pour de l’oxygène qui est à peine disponible. Le Libéria ne peut 
contenir la résurgence du coronavirus à moins qu’une campagne 
massive de tests rapides ne soit lancée dans tout le pays.

Dans ce combat, nous avons besoin de toutes les forces, y 
compris les experts qui ne font pas actuellement partie du 
gouvernement. Le combat n’appartientpas qu’à la ministre de 
la Santé, le docteur Wilehmina S. Jallah, et son équipe ou au 
système de gestion des incidents. Tous les Libériens doivent se 
joindre au combat pour vaincre le COVID-19.
C’est dans cette optique que nous nous félicitons de 
l’engagement de 150 000 USD de la Fondation Cummings Africa 
envers notre crise sanitaire, rejoignant le gouvernement du 
Libéria pour atteindre les hôpitaux et les centres de santé en 
particulier et les citoyens en général.

Comme M. Alexander B. Cummings, fondateur de la Fondation 
et leaderpolitique de l’Alternative National Congress (ANC) l’a 
déclaré la semaine dernière lors de l’annonce de ce geste, le 
Libéria est actuellement gravement menacé, Si nous ne nous 
unissons pasles mains pour faire de notre mieux pour les uns les 
autres, nous continuerons tous à être en danger, même si nous 
nous cachons dans les maisons.

En outre, ceux qui mènent le combat du côté du gouvernement 
devraient faire preuve de volonté politique. Nous exigeons la 
vigilance à l’aéroport international Roberts, aux ports 
maritimes et aux frontières terrestres pour limiter la 
résurgence.

Ce faisant, il fautque nous érigions des points de contrôle 
pertinents qui pourraient stopper la propagation, en particulier 
dans les comtés. Le système de santé n’a pas la capacité de 
répondre à toute situation accablante en dehors du comté de 
Montserrado, alors que même le siège du gouvernement lui-
même est sérieusement remis en question.

Qu’on ne se méprenne pas sur le fait que nous sommes ici 
pessimistes. Il s’agit d’une tentative honnête de présenter la 
sombre réalité afin que tous les Libériens se réveillent de leur 
sommeil, de leur état de déni et fassent face au danger qui nous 
attend en tant que peuple. Nous devons porter nos masques 
correctement, respecter la distance sociale, nous laver les 
mains régulièrement et éviter les rassemblements de masse ou 
les endroits surpeuplés, entre autres, pour arrêter la 
propagation.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

COVID-19 : nous allons 
visiblement de mal en pis ?
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Le nombrede cas de covid-19 en baisseau 
Liberia, selon le médecin en chef 

Dillon et Nyonblee mobilisent 
dumatérielmédical pour le Libéria

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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TANFORD – L'impératif stratégique derrière la 
récente conférence au sommet du président Saméricain Joe Biden en Europe a consisté à 

mettre en place une réponse occidentale concertée 
face à la Chine. Dans les trois semaines qui ont suivi 
ces réunions, le succès du président Biden est à 
présent manifeste.

Les États-Unis, la France et l'Allemagne sont à 
présent, sur les points majeurs, sur la même longueur 
d'onde. Chacun reconnaît qu'un large accord 
international est nécessaire pour convaincre la Chine 
de tempérer son comportement agressif. L'attitude 
chinoise s'est révélée à travers les remarques du 
président chinois Xi Jinping ce mois-ci, durant la 
commémoration du centenaire du Parti communiste 
chinois. Toute tentative d'interférer avec la montée 
en puissance de son pays, a-t-il averti, conduira à « 
des têtes ensanglantées fracassées contre une 
Grande Muraille d'acier. »

En Asie, l'impératif stratégique de l'administration 
Biden l'a conduit à mettre plutôt l'accent sur le « 
Quad » des démocraties de la région Asie-Pacifique : 
Australie, Inde, Japon et États-Unis. À la fin du mois 
dernier, les États-Unis et le Japon ont organisé des 
manœuvres navales conjointes pour se préparer à 
toute agression chinoise contre Taïwan. En Europe, 
l'OTAN et l'Union européenne ont placé la Chine en 
tête de l'ordre du jour politique, après avoir 
précédemment tenté d'éviter les engagements « hors 
région ».

Bien que Biden ait fait des progrès tangibles pour 
mettre en œuvre un large consensus sur la Chine, il 
vient tout juste de commencer à s'attaquer à 
l'élément le plus difficile de cette politique : 
convaincre le président russe Vladimir Poutine que 
son pays a un intérêt de sécurité nationale à prendre 
ses distances avec la Chine. Néanmoins, associer 
Poutine à ce mouvement est à présent une priorité 
claire. Depuis leurs sommets avec Biden, le président 
français Emmanuel Macron et la Chancelière 
allemande Angela Merkel ont tous deux appelé à une 
remise à zéro des relations de l'UE avec la Russie.

Certes, la suggestion que l'UE pourrait améliorer ses 
relations avec la Russie a été accueillie par des 
protestations quasi hystériques aux Pays-Bas, dans 
les pays baltes et en Pologne. En réponse à ces 
esclandres, Merkel s'est empresséede dire 
clairement « que des discussions de ce genre avec le 
président russe ne sont pas une sorte de récompense 
».

Si Merkel s'est montrée dédaigneuse, c'est parce que 
les cris de protestation étaient tout à fait prévisibles. 
Les changements brusques de politique stratégique 
sont rarement compris dès leur commencement. 
Lorsque le président américain Richard Nixon a 
entamé ses relations avec la Chine communiste il y a 
50 ans, il s'est attiré les plus vertes critiques des alliés 
de l'Amérique, le Japon s'y opposant encore plus 
vivement que les Estoniens, les Lettons, les 
Lituaniens et les Polonais.

Aujourd'hui, on se souvient de l'initiative 
diplomatique de Nixon comme de l'une des grandes 
percées stratégiques de l'après-guerre. « L'ouverture 
de la Chine » est née du fait que Nixon et Mao Zedong 
en sont venus à considérer l'Union soviétique comme 
la plus grande menace pour chacun de leurs pays. En 
établissant des relations diplomatiques, ils ont pu 
forcer les Soviétiques (qui avaient récemment envahi 
la Tchécoslovaquie pour ensuite mener une guerre 
frontalière courte mais brutale avec la Chine) à 
reconsidérer leurs politiques agressives.

Cela a fonctionné. Dans les années qui ont suivi, les 
Soviétiques ont fortement réduit les déploiements de 
troupes le long de la frontière avec la Chine et ont 
conclu des traités importants sur les armes nucléaires 
avec les États-Unis.

Ce qui nous ramène à l'heure présente. Poutine, un 
homme de Realpolitik sans effusion de sang s'il en est 
un, a plusieurs raisons de coopérer avec Biden – dont un 
grand nombre sont tout aussi convaincantes que celles 
qui ont motivé Mao et Zhou Enlai à accueillir l'ouverture 
de Nixon. Tout d'abord, parce que la Russie est plus 
isolée aujourd'hui que l'Union soviétique ne l'a jamais 
été, elle est devenue dangereusement dépendante de 
la Chine. Mais le principal bénéficiaire de l'antagonisme 
anti-occidental de Poutine au cours de la dernière 
décennie n'a pas été la Russie, mais la Chine. En 
ramenant la Russie au centre des débats, et donc en 
quittant le froid dans lequel l'Occident a placé son 
économie, Poutine pourrait inverser sa tendance à la 
sclérose et à la stagnation économique.

En fait, comme beaucoup dans l'establishment 
sécuritaire de la Russie, Poutine reconnaît que son pays 
a reçu peu de bénéfices de sa relation avec la Chine de 
Xi. Bien que la Chine ait massivement investi dans des 
entreprises et des infrastructures à travers le monde 
(en grande partie par le biais de l'impulsion donnée par 
Xi à la Nouvelle Route de la Soie), seule une infime 
quantité d'argent chinois est arrivée en Russie, où il a 
été extrêmement attendu pour compenser les effets 
des sanctions occidentales.

En outre, bien que les dirigeants chinois ne le 
mentionnent jamais, ils sont tout aussi amers face au 
vol russe de territoire chinois au XIXe siècle, qu'ils le 
sont à l'égard des prédateurs impériaux venus 
d'Occident. L'impérialisme occidental ayant été 
largement annulé, c'est l'occupation permanente par la 
Russie du territoire historique chinois qui est le fait le 
plus saillant pour des observateurs chinois ordinaires.

Par exemple, la ville de Vladivostok, avec sa vaste base 
navale, ne fait partie de la Russie que depuis 1860, 
lorsque les tsars y ont construit une base navale 
militaire. Avant cela, la ville portait le nom mandchou 
de Haishenwai. Lorsque la Russie a organisé les 
célébrations du 160e anniversaire de la ville l'année 
dernière, les internautes chinois hypernationalistes 
n'ont pas caché leur indignation.

Il y a aussi un argument démographique que Poutine ne 
peut négliger : les six millions de Russes disséminés le 
long de la frontière sibérienne font face à 90 millions de 
Chinois de l'autre côté. Et un grand nombre de ces 
Chinois traversent régulièrement la frontière russe pour 
faire du commerce (et un bon nombre pour rester en 
Russie).

Tout comme la négociation par Nixon de relations avec 
Mao n'a jamais été destinée à transformer la Chine en 
un bastion des droits de l'homme et de la démocratie, la 
stratégie Biden/Macron/Merkel n'est pas non plus 
destinée à transformer la Russie de Poutine en une 
société libre du jour au lendemain. Les dirigeants 
occidentaux ne se font pas d'illusions. Malgré tout ce 
qu'il a à gagner dans de meilleures relations avec 
l'Occident, Poutine ne s'éloignera pas de la Chine si cela 
représente une menace envers son pouvoir ou sa 
sécurité personnelle. Le régime de Poutine est bien trop 
fragile et dépend bien trop fortement d'un 
autoritarisme pur et simple pour pouvoir prendre des 
risques sérieux.

Si l'Occident souhaite que la Russie prenne ses distances 
avec la Chine, il lui faudra accepter Poutine tel qu'il est 
– en dépit de toutes ses imperfections. Bien qu'il y ait 
très peu de chances qu'il améliore ses antécédents en 
matière de droits de l'homme, il pourrait au moins être 
convaincu de reconnaître les normes internationales au 
sein du cyberespace, et cesser de menacer 
ouvertement ses voisins. Ce genre de négociation est 
plus que possible, et il suffirait peut-être d'alerter un Xi 
têtu sur les dangers stratégiques de ses propres 
attitudes agressives aux niveaux régional et 
international.

FrançaisFrançais
de Covid, ajoutant qu’entout, le 
Libéria a enregistré  5 215 depuis 
le débutde la Covidl’année 
dernière.

Concernant la vaccination, il 
a déclaré que les autorités 
faisaient tout ce qui était en leur 
pouvoir pour s’assurer qu’ily adu 
vaccin dans le pays dès que 
possible.

Ceux qui ont pris leur 
première dose de vaccinsont 
huit à douze semaines pour 
prendre leur deuxième dose, 
notant que quoi qu’il en soit, 
tout le monde recevra sa 
deuxième dose.

Il a exhorté le public à être un 
peu patient pendant que les 
a u t o r i t é s  e x a m i n e n t  l a  
probabilité d’autres vaccins. 

« Même si l’AstraZeneca ne 
vient pas et que le Libéria 
obtient le Johnson & Johnson ou 
le Pfizer, la meilleure décision 
sera prise pour le gens. Donc, 
comme je l’ai dit, il y a une 
possibilité d’obtenir Johnson & 
Johnson, Pfizer ou AstraZeneca. 
Quel que soit celui que nous 
obtenons en premier, nous 
pourrons ensuite entamer ces 

dans le cadrede la lutte contre le 
Covid-19.
“Lorsque lepère sortde chez 
luien tempsde difficulté,ses 
en f an t s  a t t enden t  a vec  
impatience qu’il rentre à la 
maison avec de quoi les faire 
sourire”, a dit le sénateur.
La troisième vague du COVID-19 
au Libéria a coûté la vie àde 
nombreuses personnes.Les 
hôpitaux et les morgues 
refoulent des patients et des 
cadavres en raison du manque de 
lits et d’espace.Les Libériens et 
le grand public ont été sommés 
par les autorités sanitaires de 
toujours porter des masques 
nasaux en public et de respecter 
la distanciation socialepour 
éviter de contracter ou de 
propager le virus.

cinq personnes sont sorties de 
l’unité de traitement et 
qu’au cours des dernières 24 
heures, il n’y a eu aucun 
nouveau décès.

À en croire le Dr Karteh, le 
Libéria compte environ 2 465 
cas de actifs. 

L e  m é d e c i n - c h e f  a  
faitsavoir que le nombre de 
décès cumulés est de 144 et 
que d’autres décès font 
toujours l’objet d’une 
enquête, en attendant la 
confirmation du test rapide.

Il a aussiindiqué que tout 
aulong de la  semaine 
dernière, le Libéria avait 
enregistré 286 nouveaux cas 
de Covid, alors quela semaine 
p r é c é d e n t e ,  i l  a v a i t  
enregistré 1 134 cas, ce qui 
est son plus grand nombre de 
cas de Covid depuis le 
débutde l’épidémie l’année 
dernière.

“Cet te  sema ine ,  l e  
nombre de nouveaux cas est 
descendu à 286”, a déclaré le 
Dr Karteh.

Il a expliqué qu’au début 
de cette semaine, qui était le 
dimanche 11 juillet, le 
Libéria avait 50 nouveaux cas 

avait appelé son amie Doreen 
à ThroughThese Hands et 
avait demandé 50 lits, et un 
peu plus tard, elle a arrangé 
700 lits et des matelas neufs 
avec plus de 3 000 cartons de 
fournitures.“Nous avons 
expédié dix conteneurs et 
l’ancienne présidenteSirleaf 
nous a appeléles plus 
grandsdonateursindividuels 
au secteur de la santé, ” a-t-
elle a ajouté.De son côté, le 
sénateur Dillon du comté de 
Montserrado s’est adressé 
a u x  m é d i a s  s o c i a u x ,  
remerciant la section « 
Friends of Dillon » - Minnesota 
pour avoir organisé des dons 
de matériels divers et 
n é c e s s a i r e s  q u i  
serontexpédiés à Monrovia 

           WEDNESDAY       JULY   14

La stratégie Nixon de Joe Biden

Par Melvyn B. KraussLe nombrede cas de covid-19 en baisseau 

Dillon et Nyonblee mobilisent 

Read the 
NewDawn everyday 

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



www.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    NEW DAWN  102021                              

JUNE 26, 2021

Today we have received with deep sadness news of the unfortunate passing of Madam 
Ma WattaVarmah, Mother of the Honorable Minister of State for Presidential Affiars, 
Nathaniel McGill. Mother Ma WattaVarmah succumbed to the cold hands of death 
earlier today.

I came to know her personally and we created a special bond. 

On behalf of First Lady Mrs. Clar Marie Weah, the entire Weah family and in my own 
name, I extend my profound sympathy to the bereaved family. The deceased offered 
invaluable counsel,

especially during the 2017 elections whenever we stopped by her house. She was a 
loving and wonderful woman.

She was one of the biggest supporters of the Coalition for Democratic Change, and we 
cannot thank her enough for all her contributions. 

Her passing has created a deep void in our hearts. 

We pray that the Lord consoles the McGill family and all Liberians afflicted in similar 
manner. 

May her soul and the souls of all faithful departed rest in perfect peace and may light 
perpetual shines upon them.

H.E. George Manneh Weah 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

A NOTE OF CONDOLENCE 
To The Varmah& McGill Families

Following the Death of Ma WattaVarmah
Mother of Honorable Nathaniel F. McGill

MINISTER OF STATE FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS

Announcement 
A reputable printing press is seeking marketers to market its 
printing services. Interested applicants should be able to 
seek for contracts / attract customers. Salaries are 
negotiable.

Interested applicants should address their applications to:

The Management of Searchlight Communications Inc., / 
NewDawn, U.N. Drive
Monrovia, Liberia
Email: Info@thenewdawnliberia.com

           WEDNESDAY       JULY   14

communication from Montserrado 
County District #5 Rep. Thomas Fallah, 
asking the august body to take action 
against their colleague for his unruly 
behavior.

At first Representative Kolubah was 
suspended by the House for 30 meeting 
days (about four months) by Plenary, the 
highest decision-making body of the 
House of Representatives on Thursday, 25 
March 2021 without salary, allowances 
and benefits.

His suspension was on the basis of 
accusation that he was constantly in the 
habit of raining insults at President 

project of in Rivecess County, costing 
US$4M, respectively. 

He says the commission has proposed 
to establish 14 additional magisterial 
offices across the country which cost 
US$1.2M, for which, he notes, the joint 
committee recommends that there 
should be no new magisterial areas 
established.

Bomi County Senator Edwin M. Snowe, 
in a motion, mandates the joint 
committee to invite relevant authorities 
and report to the plenary in one week. 

The National Elections Commission 
(NEC) had officially launched the 
biometric voters’ registration feasibility 
studies in the country prior to the 
Plenary’s request to invite the NEC and 
other stakeholders.

NEC Chairperson Madam Davidetta 
Brown - Lansanah told reporters on 
Monday, 7 June 2021 the introduction of 
biometric voters’ registration globally 
has had some advantages, among them 
the possibility of enhancing voters’ 

the central level, and alongside a 
network of youth volunteers.

The project is set to deliver capacity 
building initiatives for 20 Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) and Community-
Based Organizations (CBOs) in the five 
counties mentioned, building networks 
among youth-led CSOs/CBOs to drive 
local development and Peace-building 
initiatives; and creating linkages for 
youths to engage in larger policy-making 
processes. This will be done by providing 
the space for collaborative learning and 
dialogue between young people and 
other relevant stakeholders to find 
solutions to collective challenges around 
Peace-building.

AL Liberia realizes that the stake of 
young people in peace-building is 
increasingly important, and involving 
different demographics in the national 
conversations is necessary to strengthen 
peace and security. Also, building youth 
resilience, providing opportunities to 
reduce their vulnerability, and allowing 
them to understand signs, risks, and 
consequences of conflict are all 
imperative for sustainable peace in 
Liberia, and key to ensuring lasting social 
cohesion and harmony. 

The project activities will cover: 
Allocation for small grants program for 10 
CSOs (2 from each county) with in-kind 
support and capacity building, and 
working with program participants to 

George Manneh Weah, the Speaker and 
some of his colleagues within the 
confines of the Legislature.

However, Representative Kolubah, 
through his lawyers, filed a writ of 
prohibition before the Supreme Court, 
saying the House’s decision was illegal.

According to Representative Kolubah, 
he is not excluded from attending special 
plenary’s sessions in accordance with 
their rules.

He said his colleagues are reading 
their rules upside down and not 
comprehensively analyzing the issues.--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

confidence and increasing integrity, 
accuracy and transparency of the 
electoral process.

"Following this launch, we are hoping 
that the potential adoption of the 
biometric voters registration in Liberia 
can bring greater efficiency in data 
capture and analysis, and increasing 
security, improving the conduct of future 
elections," Madam Brown - Lansanah 
said.

On behalf of the Board of the NEC, 
Madam Brown - Lansanah told reporters 
that NEC along with UNDP and Ecowas 
technical support is undertaking a 
comprehensive feasibility study for a 
potential introduction of new technology 
- the biometric voters registration in 
election management in Liberia.

She indicated that in the interest of 
transparency and national ownership, 
the team will meet with a broad 
spectrum of politicians here in Liberia for 
their inputs in this exercise. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

craft and develop their applications, 
Youth Innovation Labs, as a way to 
develop creative youth-driven ideas for 
Peace-building; Youth Coalition Building 
where AL Liberia will work to expand and 
strengthen existing youth coalitions, 
inc lud ing  through  a  youth- led  
communication campaign and efforts to 
bolster national networks; Research on 
Policy Issues, as a way to assess existing 
mechanisms and public policies for 
youth, and the level of youth 
engagement in Liberia through a process 
to document the existing mechanisms for 
sustained youth contributions to peace 
and social cohesion.

About Accountability Lab Liberia  
AL Liberia is a registered non-profit 

organization that belongs to a network of 
national organizations under the 
Accountability Lab Global platform in ten 
countries around the world. The Lab here 
in Liberia strives to make governance 
work for everyone by enabling ordinary 
Liberians to use information and 
knowledge to hold people in power to 
account and help to unleash positive 
social and economic change through 
co l laborat ion  and partnersh ip,  
supporting youth change-makers to 
develop ideas for integrity in their 
communities and by extension, building a 
movement of active citizens and 
responsible leaders across Liberia. -Press 
Release 
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health pandemic.
Meanwhile, Bong County 

Senator Prince Moye has filed a 
motion that the communications 
of the two political leaders be 
received and findings from the 
ongoing exercise be forwarded 
to them as final decision of the 
senate. The motion was voted 
for overwhelmingly by senators.

 On Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 
the leadership of the Liberian 
Senate on Capitol Hill submitted 
a three-page document to 
Plenary, among others, advising 
President George Manneh Weah 
to, among others, constitute a 
transition justice commission to 
determine  why the  TRC 
recommendations have not been 
timely and fully implemented; 
whether the Commission fully 
complied with its mandate, such 
as  face- to - face  meet ing  
between perpetrators of crimes 
and other offenses, and the 

respective victims.
But critics argue the move is a 

delay tactics against calls for the 
establishment of a war and 
economic crimes court for 
Liberia, as the TRC recommends 
prosecution for key actors, 
including warlords from the 
country’s protracted civil crises. 

President Weah on September 
19, 2019, wrote the Senate, 
seeking its advice on how to 
proceed with implementation of 
the TRC final report amid 
immense pressure by Liberians 
at home and abroad buttressed 
by international partners, 
seeking justice for victims of the 
bloody 14-year civil war that 
took about 250, 000 lives and 
accountability.

But the President’s request 
has been shelved at the Senate 
for almost three years despite 
demand from the public for 
quick response.

arketeershere have 
threatened revenge Mvote against the 

r u l i n g  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
during its second term bid in 
the 2023 presidential and 
legislative elections as a 
protest against their removal 
from the densely populated 
market areas of Redlight in 
Paynesville and Duala on 
Bushrod Island.

" If  they continue to 
d e m o l i s h  o u r  m a r k e t  
structures and bring total 
hardship and suffering on us, 
then we have no option but to 
vote against the CDC in 2023,” 
some aggressive marketers 
have said during an interview 
with reporters.

For years marketeers have 
abandoned market buildings 
and occupied the streets in 
Redlight and Duala, making it 
difficult for vehicles and 
pedestrians to move freely in 
those areas.

Their mass gathering have 
often put political pressure on 

governments here each time 
they attempt to drive them 
from the streets into the 
markets for their own safety 
and the free flow of traffic.

Early Monday morning, 12 
July 2021, a large number of 
aggrieved marketeers from 
Duala market were seen 
protesting against President 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h We a h ’s  
government for demolishing 
their market structures, 
lamenting that this will bring 
total hardship and suffering 
upon them.

During the marketeers’ 
p r o t e s t  M o n d a y,  t h e y  
complained that the action of 
the government through the 
Monrovia City Police (MCP) to 
continue demolishing market 
structures clearly shows the 
government’s cruel behavior 
and lack of human feeling to 
many of them who are 
considered to be the suffering 
masses.

" We  v o t e d  f o r  t h i s  
government for us to benefit, 

he political leaders 
of the opposition TAlternative National 

Congress, Mr. Alexander 
Cummings and the ex-ruling 
Unity Party, former Vice 
President Joseph Nyumah 
Boakai have written the 
Liberian Senate, saying that 
they won’t appear for the 
o n g o i n g  h e a r i n g  o n  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  
recommendations of the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission report.

Both leaders and their 
respective parties are also 
constituent members of the 
m a i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
Col laborat ing  Pol i t ica l  
Parties (CPP). 

I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  
communications read in the 
special session of the senate 
on Monday, July 12, Mr. 
Cummings said his invitation 

to advise the Liberian Senate 
on recommendations of the 
TRC as proffered by President 
George Manneh Weah, 
violates the report itself.

The ANC leader in his 
letter notes that he’s 
constrained to request 
p o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  h i s  
appearance due to short 
notice from the senate.

According to him, he 
needs more time to allow him 
address key national issues as 
enshrined in the TRC report, 
including social, political and 
economic concerns.

He also highlights that the 
spread of the Corona Virus 
Disease in the country makes 
it impossible for in-person 
appearance, but promised to 
do a written position of his 
understanding and the way 
f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  
implementation of the TRC 
recommendations.

For his part, UP Standard 
Bearer Joseph Boakai, asks 
senators to work within the 
rule of laws both locally and 
internationally in line with 
best international practice.

The former president of 
the Liberian Senate also 
declines to appear due to the 

The leadership also advises 
that its proposed TJC should 
examine the effect of the 
August 2003 Act of the 
Legislature that grants 
amnesty to participants, 
including warlords; to analyze 
credibility and legitimacy 
issues surrounding the TRC 
Final Report in respect of the 
f a c t  f o u r  ( 4 )  o f  t h e  
Commissioners had serious 
issues with the Report and 
consequently two did sign the 
document, but instead 
presented a dissenting report.  

It further advises the 
Pr e s i den t  t o  e xam ine  
ratification/accession of 
Liberia to the Rome Statue in 
2004 after the civil war on the 
establishment of a war crimes 
court, and to separate said 
court if established, that has 
international dimension from 
an economic crimes court, 
which already exists in 
Liberia.

The leadership argues the 
cardinal purpose for which 
the TRC was proposed by the 
Accra Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement was “to provide a 
forum that will address issues 
of impunity, as well as 
opportunity for both the 
victims and perpetrators of 
human rights violations to 
share their experiences, in 
order to get a clear picture of 
the past to facilitate genuine 
healing and reconciliation.”

It points out that in 
accordance with section 48 of 
the TRC Report, the President 
is not obliged to comply with 
all of the recommendations in 
the Report, adding that the 
only requirement for the 
President’s non-compliance 
w i t h  n a y  o f  t h e  
recommendations is to “show 
cause” satisfactory to the 
Legislature, which implies 
that both the President and 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  
eventually determine best 
o p t i o n  f o r  h e a l i n g ,  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  
accountability.

“It is clear therefore that 
t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  
establishment of the TRC was 
to propose measures which 
will ultimately reconcile the 
people, and not to open old 
wound and divide them 
further.”

It reminds that signatories 
of the Comprehensive Peace 
Accord envisage a South 
A f r i c a n - s t y l e  T r u t h  
Commission that supported 
Restorative Justice rather 
Retributive Justice, so same 
should be held in Liberia. -
Editing By Jonathan Browne

but now nothing we have 
benefited besides massive 
suffering and hardship," one 
marketeer said.

TennehFayah who sells 
cosmetics for babies including 
clothes for children said the size 
of the tables in the market 
building in Duala where they 
have been asked to relocate was 
small and as such, it could host 
all of her goods.

It can be recalled that the 
Mayor of Monrovia Jefferson T. 
Koijee along with Acting Public 
Works Minister and officials of 
the Paynesville City Corporation 
embarked on a rescue mission to 
clean up the dirt from the 
Gobachop market, and assured 
marketeers of a possible 
relocat ion fol lowing the 
cleaning of the market.

Meanwhile Montserrado 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 1 6  
Representative Dixon Seboe has 
promised to bring calm to the 
situation this week, saying the 
Monrovia City Corporation (MCC) 
has its own mandate.

"But I want to assure my 
people that when we meet the 
mayor, we will discuss and settle 
the matter," he said.

Rep. Seboe however frowned 
o n  t h e  m a r k e t e e r s  f o r  
challenging the government, 
noting that when there are 
situations, he does not see it 
necessary for anyone to 
challenge authorities.

I n  t h e  s a m e  v e i n ,  
Redlightmarketeers said they 
are disappointed over the 
government's decision to have 
them relocated to the newly 
constructed Omega Market 
Building, saying the move has 
caused them some losses.

According to them, Omega 
Market is not spacious enough to 
host the multitude of sellers 
relocated from Redlight.

"We can't afford to sell in that 
place. The structure itself is not 
complete, besides, they built 
the market in the swamp. Now 
that we [are] in the rainy season, 
we face difficulties," another 
marketeer said.
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Cummings, Boakai write Senate
By E. J. Nathaniel Daygbor

Marketeers threaten 
revenge vote against CDC 

By Lewis S. Teh 

Mr. Alexander Cummings Ex-VP Joseph Nyumah Boakai 
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before  the  Just ice  in  
Chambers at the Supreme 
C o u r t ,  t h e  b o d y  w a s  
summoned on Monday, 12 July 
2021 to appear for  a  
conference.

According to the document 
from the court, the leadership 
of the House is expected to 
appear before Associate 
Justice Joseph Nagbe on 
Wednesday, 14 July at 2:00 
p.m. andordered to stay away 
from all other proceedings or 
actions in the matter, pending 
t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  
conference.

Speaking to the press over 
the weekend, Representative 
Kolubah threatened to take 
the House of Representatives 
to court for preventing him 
from attending the House’s 
Special Sessions.

The Plenary of the House of 
Representatives in early May 
suspended Kolubah for 16 
meeting days (two months) 
without salary, allowances 
and benefits.

Representative Kolubah’s 
suspens ion  fo l lowed a  

the 22-year-old to test himself in 
the Spanish capital, Ramos told 
Spanish media in a video call: "Of 
course. Madrid is one of the best 
clubs in the world. On a 
historical level, the best.

"For me, great players have 
to go through there. But now I 
want him on my team. I want to 
win and for that I want the best 
to be by my side.

"Advice on a personal level I 
could never give. I could tell him 
something from experience, but 
I would do it in private. As a PSG 
player, I would like him to stay.

ssociate Justice 
Joseph Nagbe has As u m m o n e d  t h e  

leadership of the House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  
conference following a writ 
of prohibition filed against 
the body by Montserrado 

ylian Mbappe should 
join Real Madrid at Ksome point in his 

career, says Sergio Ramos, 
but Paris Saint-Germain's new 
signing wants the France star 
to stay put for now.

Ramos joined PSG earlier 
this month, signing a two-
year contract with the Ligue 1 
giants after leaving Madrid.

The defender, who missed 
out on Spain's Euro 2020 
squad, failed to agree a new 
deal with Madrid and called 
time on a 16-year stint in the 
Spanish capital.

C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 1 0  
Representative Yekeh Kolubah.

For  the  second t ime,  
Representative Kolubah has 
t a k e n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives to court for 
denying him the opportunity to 
attend the House’s Special 
Sessions. Based on his complaint 

He joins a PSG team who will 
bid to reclaim the Ligue 1 title in 
2021-22, after Lille's triumph 
last term, while the Champions 
League will be another one of 
head coach Mauricio Pochettino's 
goals.

Neymar is already tied down 
to a long-term deal, but Mbappe 
is yet to sign an extension on the 
four-year contract he penned in 
2018.

Mbappe, who endured a 
difficult Euro 2020 with France, 
has been heavily linked with a 
move to Madrid.

When asked if he would advise 

CMYK

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

Associate Justice summons House leadership

Ramos wants Mbappe to join Madrid in the future 

By Bridgett Milton

Associate Justice Joseph Nagbe
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