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eople in Tanzania are 
b e i n g  a c t i v e l y  
encouraged to get P

Covid-19 vaccinations in a 
dramatic change of policy for 
one of Africa's most populous 
countries.

A vaccination drive gets 
under way after Tanzania 
rejects its former president's 
Covid scepticism.

At the front of the 
campa i gn  i s  t he  new  
President, Samia Suluhu 

Hassan, who just got her jab.
The man she replaced, John 

Magufuli, played down the virus, 
calling for prayer instead of 
vaccines and masks.

After he died in March of 
heart complications, Ms Samia 
set up a task force on 
coronavirus.

Officially, the country of 58 
million people has recorded 29 
deaths with coronavirus and 858 
cases but there are fears the 
true numbers are greater.

said: "We are not an island and 
that is why now we are starting 
vaccination."

She urged all Tanzanians to 
get vaccinated and said the 
country would get more doses.

She said she had received 
severa l  vacc ines  s ince  
childhood and was taking this 
one because she knew it was 
safe.

One part of Tanzania has 
already been vaccinating 
people - the semi-autonomous 
islands of Zanzibar started 
their own campaign about two 
weeks ago, using China's 
Sinovac vaccine.

Tanzania's government has 
also banned unnecessary 
gatherings to stop the virus 
spreading.

When Magufuli died, there 
were rumours he had caught 
coronavirus himself.

He had taken the view that 
Tanzania did not need Covid 

T h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  
Organization recently warned 
of a surge of cases across 
Africa, reporting a week-on-
week rise in deaths of 43%.

At the weekend Tanzania 
received just over one million 
doses of the single-jab 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
under a global scheme to help 
poorer countries fight the 
virus called Covax.

Get t ing  her  jab  on  
Wednesday, President Samia 

a m e r o o n ’ s  
government has sent Cministers to its 

northern border with Nigeria 
to convince villagers who fled 
Boko Haram militants to 
return. Cameroon invested 
$10 million on reconstruction 
efforts after damage caused 
by the Islamist terrorist group 
in some villages. But, in 
northern Cameroon, many 
villagers are reluctant to go 
home, and author it ies  

that has been reconstructed.
“It started with the 

reconstruction be it [of] the 
police as well as custom 
administrative facil ities 
[buildings]. It has gone further 
to train those involved in 
protecting the population and 
also the community to be part 
of the stabilization process. It 
is  about bringing back 
economic life,” he said. 

Mey acknowledged Boko 
Haram is still a threat. He said 
civilians should return as the 
military will protect people to 
help in the development of 
their towns and villages.

But this week, Cameroon 
reported two Boko Haram 
deadly attacks that claimed 
the lives of 13 troops and 
civilians in the border villages 
of Sagme and Zigi. The latest 
attack was in Zigi on Tuesday. 
Authorities say five troops and 
six civilians were killed. 
Cameroon sa id  severa l  
hundred civilians fled the two 
villages.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  
comment from Nigeria, but a 
Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF), established by Lake 
Chad Basin countries to 
combat Boko Haram, consists 
of troops from Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Benin, Niger and 

acknowledge the militants are 
still a threat.

Bulldozers of Cameroon’s 
Ministry of Public Works fill 
destroyed portions of the 30-
k i l o m e t e r  r o a d  l i n k i n g  
Cameroon’s northern town of 
Mora to Banki, a town in 
northeast Nigeria.

Celestine Ketcha Courtes, 
Cameroon’s minister of housing 
and urban development, and 
Talba Malla Ibrahim, minister of 
public contracts, traveled to the 

Chad. The troops, which have a 
base in Mora, are posted along 

site this week.
Courtes said they went to 

find out the effectiveness of 
reconstruction work on 
infrastructure damaged 
d u r i n g  f i g h t i n g  b y  
Cameroonian troops and Boko 
Haram combatants.

She said Cameroonian 
President Paul Biya instructed 
her and the minister of public 
contracts to visit markets 
rebuilt to facilitate the 
purchase and sale of goats, 
cattle, table birds and food. 
She said they also saw roads 
built to ease travel between 
Cameroon and Nigeria and to 
facilitate trade between the 
two neighbors. She said 
Cameroon’s government is 
p l a n n i n g  t o  r e b u i l d  
infrastructure destroyed by 
the jihadist militant group 
Boko Haram.

Cameroon said the $10 
million was invested this year 
for reconstruction of schools, 
hosp i ta l s  and  markets  
destroyed by Boko Haram. 
Alamine Ousman Mey is the 
minister of economy. He said 
civilians who fled can return 
and occupy infrastructure 

v a c c i n e s ,  c a l l i n g  t h e m  
"dangerous", and promoting 
various natural remedies not 
accepted by international 
health experts.

In a sign of how much has 
changed, Health Minister 
Dorothy Gwajima called the 
vaccination drive "historic" and 
urged people to get jabbed, 
saying the government planned 
to vaccinate at least 60% of the 
population.

Under Magufuli, the same 
minister had promoted herbal 
steam, exercise, good food and 
"natural remedies" instead of 
vaccines.

Public attitudes to Covid 
precautions still appear quite 
relaxed, with most people 
walking about without masks, 
and public opinion remains 
divided over the safety of 
vaccination, reports the BBC's 
Aboubakar Famau in the capital, 
Dodoma. BBC

New leader gets jab in 
reverse of Covid policy

President Samia has assured Tanzanians that the Covid-19 vaccines are safe

Cameroon Asks People Who 
Fled Boko Haram to Return
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Cameroonian refugees make chewing sticks for cleaning 
teeth to earn a living at a temporary home in Agborkim town
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UNICH – The European Union is one of 
the few signatories to the 2015 Paris Mclimate agreement that initially 

committed to binding limits on its carbon 
dioxide emissions, having promised to reduce 
them by 40% (and now 55%) from 1990 levels by 
2030. On July 14, the European Commission 
presented a comprehensive package of 
measures aimed at achieving massive 
reductions in EU firms’ and households’ CO2 
emissions in the short term in order to meet the 
55% target by 2030 and make the bloc carbon 
neutral by 2050.

Never before has the world seen a comparable 
effort to protect the environment. And rarely, 
except in wartime, have market economies 
been subjected to the sort of rigid central 
planning that the Commission now proposes.

The program envisages three different CO2 
emissions-trading systems. The Commission 
plans to expand the existing scheme, which 
already applies to the energy and chemical 
sectors and parts of basic industry, to shipping. 
The EU will also create a new, separate trading 
system for buildings and road transport. 
Moreover, emissions certificates will no longer 
be allocated free of charge. Instead, the EU 
wants to sell them and use the proceeds to 
finance transfers to poorer sections of the 
population, while also sharply reducing the 
number of certificates each year.

In 2020, the EU introduced a so-called 
taxonomy for classifying investments according 
to their degree of “greenness,” with the aim of 
prompting the European Central Bank to 
implement differentiated credit operations 
that provide verifiably green firms with lower 
interest rates. The Commission is now 
proposing a total ban on the direct use of fossil 
fuels in car engines after 2035; cars must 
thereafter be powered by electricity stored in 
batteries or in hydrogen tanks. And EU air-
traffic emissions will be frozen at 2020 levels.

Lastly, the Commission plans to introduce a 
carbon border adjustment mechanism to put a 
carbon price on imports of basic industrial 
materials into the EU. This is intended to 
prevent so-called carbon leakage, or the 
relocation of CO2 emissions to other countries 
outside the bloc.

Whether these breathtakingly bold measures 
will work is an open question. What is certain, 
however, is that by bringing European industry 
to its knees and robbing it of its 
competitiveness, they will have a massive 
negative effect on the region’s living standards. 
The main force behind the Commission’s 
proposals is Frans Timmermans, its Executive 
Vice President for the European Green Deal, 
who is transforming Europe into a protectionist 
economic system controlled centrally from 
Brussels – and making many mistakes in the 
process.

For example, separate emissions-trading 
systems for different economic sectors, and 
control of the capital market via the 
investment-taxonomy regulation, will violate 
the law of one price, the normative bedrock of 
economics, which is indispensable for a cost-
minimizing strategy of avoiding CO2 emissions.

Timmermans also overlooks the fact that oil, gas, 
and to some extent coal are internationally 
traded goods. The fuels that Europe no longer 
consumes will be sold on world markets to other 
countries happy to buy them at lower prices. The 
resulting carbon leakage will mean that, even if 
the EU formally fulfills its Paris agreement 
pledge, its transport-related emissions 
reductions will not benefit the global climate.1

For a ban on petroleum use in cars to achieve any 
positive climate effects, the EU would have to 
store the unused fuel in well-protected tanks 
somewhere in its territory. But the bloc’s leaders 
are wisely remaining silent about this in order not 
to highlight the obvious absurdity of their 
unilateral approach.

Moreover, contrary to the Commission’s hopes, 
abolishing gasoline and diesel car engines and 
switching to electric vehicles (EVs) will make 
hardly any contribution to reducing global CO2 
emissions. The EU currently still generates a 
significant proportion of its electricity from coal, 
and Germany, the EU’s largest and most 
industrialized economy, has committed to 
decommissioning its nuclear power plants in 
2022. For the coming years, in many EU 
countries, the new EVs will therefore largely run 
on additional energy stemming from existing 
European coal plants, which have free capacity, 
while existing wind and solar energy plants 
produce at their maximum and cannot adjust.

Given that EVs will accelerate European coal 
mining in the short run, and combustion engines 
would have used fuels that are internationally 
tradable and therefore carbon-neutral, Europe’s 
ban on internal combustion engines may even 
result in more CO2 emissions in the coming years.

The main problem is that the EU is not 
coordinating its actions with other countries – not 
even through the Paris agreement. Roughly 70% of 
the nearly 200 signatories have not committed to 
quantitative CO2 emissions limits and quietly 
welcome the fact that a small minority of 
countries have pledged not to buy so much fuel 
from under their noses.

The Commission’s belief that its proposed border 
adjustment system can prevent or contain carbon 
leakage is unfounded, if not naive. Even if the EU 
could tax the CO2 content of all imports, it would 
have no way to prevent the tradable fuels that it 
no longer uses from being shipped to other parts 
of the world and burned there. The EU is focusing 
on the insignificant part of carbon leakage 
related to the carbon content of traded goods, 
and overlooking the direct leakage via the sale of 
the fuels themselves.

Like the sale of CO2 emissions certificates, the 
border-adjustment duty will finally provide the 
EU with its own source of income. But those who 
must pay the levies are unlikely to regard this as 
an advantage.

The EU’s ambitious unilateral climate strategy 
will transform Europe into a trade fortress, 
encourage green protectionism worldwide, and 
give other regions the opportunity to develop 
using cheaper energy. And without China, India, 
and the United States on board, other countries 
will be careful not to follow the EU in its self-
appointed role as the world’s green guinea pig. If 
Europe is not careful, it will risk finding itself in a 
climate club of one.
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“Japan Freeway” brings 
significant relief
RESIDENTS OF FORMERLY Somalia Drive now “Japan Freeway” in 
the densely populated Monrovia suburb of Gardnersville are 
breathing great relief with the official dedication of a 4-lane 13.2 
kilometers of road that links the commercial hub of Bushrod Island 
to the commercial district of Paynesville, significantly  easing 
traffic congestion, while promoting trade and commerce.

THE PROJECT INITIALLY estimated at 89 million Japanese yen or 
equivalently US$1million and formally signed in 2012 under the 
administration of ex-president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was dedicated 
officially by President George Manneh Weah on Monday, July 26, 
2021, which also marked Liberia's 174th Independence.

NOT SO MUCH of the historic co-incidence of the day itself but the 
immense economic and other benefits that both Liberians and 
foreign business partners have already begun to enjoy in terms of 
movement, quick access, timely delivery of goods and services in 
the wake of completion and formal dedication of the road.

UNARGUABLY, ROAD IS one of the major economic assets that boost 
commerce and trade, so rehabilitation and expansion of the former 
Somalia Drive into four lanes asphalt-paved, separated by concrete 
with drainages that allow vehicles, including trailers and other 
heavy duty trucks as well as tricycles and bikes coming to Bushrod 
Island and Central Monrovia to ply in one direction, while those 
headed for the commercial district of Paynesville move in  opposite 
lane, is the first of its kind in Liberia, meeting international 
standard. 

THANKS TO THE Government and warm-hearted people of Japan 
for single-handedly financing the project as a gift to the 
Government and people of Liberia.  This gesture, executed thru the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency or JICA will go a long away 
in not just cementing already existing cordial ties subsisting 
between Liberia and Japan, but keeping the strong bond of 
friendship of peoples of both countries.

HOWEVER, NOW THAT the “Japan Freeway” is here, we as ordinary 
Liberians and even the Government of Liberia have our own role to 
play in the maintenance of this great asset. Road like any economic 
asset goes thru a period of tear and wear or depreciation hence, the 
need for regular servicing cannot be overly emphasized. This means 
both road users and the Ministry of Public Works, the government 
arm that is responsible to keep watch on such public facility should 
do everything humanly possible in keeping the road in good state.

EUPHORIA FOR THE Japan Freeway would soon diminish if broken-
down trailers and other heavy duty trucks are left unattended to in 
the traffic, creating congestion and risk for accidents that could be 
avoided just by removing such objects to maintain free-flow of 
traffic.

DRIVERS TOO ARE cautioned not to take the newly paved road as a 
license to engage in reckless driving and over speeding at the 
expense of human lives and property. Responsible driving requires 
careful observance of traffic signs, rules and vehicle road-
worthiness.

THE TRAFFIC DIVISION of the Liberia National Police has a key role 
to play in this endeavor as it continues to do in other parts of the 
country. The presence of traffic Police officers at every intersection 
along the Freeway is important to keeping reckless drivers, 
tricyclists and bike riders in check.

IN SHORT, WE want the usage of this important public facility to 
become an asset rather than a curse to the people of Liberia. Thru 
effective maintenance and proper usage of the “Japan Freeway”, 
we would encourage our foreign partners to do more in driving the 
development agenda of this country for prosperity and improved 
living standards one of which is quality paved road.
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Europe’s Green Unilateralism

By Hans-werner Sinn
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EW DELHI – At last month’s G7 summit, India joined 11 other signatories, from 
Canada to South Korea to the European Union, in issuing a joint statement Naffirming their “shared belief in open societies, democratic values, and 

multilateralism.” The statement touted signatories’ commitment to international 
rules and norms relating to, among other things, “freedom of expression, both online 
and offline,” and identified “politically motivated internet shutdowns” as a threat to 
freedom and democracy. By this definition, India can no longer be considered a model 
of democratic values.

The internet’s potential as a force for good is well known, not least to India’s citizens. 
During the devastating second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, when public services 
failed, Indians used social-media platforms like Twitter and WhatsApp to crowdsource 
resources.

Indians also used such platforms to organize and mobilize support for protests against 
controversial agricultural reforms and the discriminatory Citizenship Amendment Act. 
But the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party deemed this unacceptable, and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government repeatedly suspended online access under the guise of 
“maintaining public safety.”

In fact, since the BJP came to power in 2014, it has shut down the internet 521 times. 
But, because shutdowns are a blunt instrument, the government is attempting to 
establish more consistent control over how the internet operates in the country, 
through the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules, 2021.

Enacted in February without adequate public consultation or parliamentary debate, 
the Rules grant the Indian government vast powers to suppress content online. This 
includes forcing tech platforms to remove posts or videos deemed libelous, hateful, 
deceptive, or in violation of the country’s sovereignty and integrity.

The rules also instruct social-media companies to appoint India-based executives, who 
could be held criminally liable for any violations. And perhaps most contentiously, 
messaging services are required to implement “traceability” for all messages sent via 
their services, thereby effectively breaking the end-to-end encryption that platforms 
like WhatsApp and Signal provide for their users.

Of course, India’s government insists that it is acting with the best of intentions: to 
curb crime and keep women and children safe online. In fact, it is doing just the 
opposite. With its assault on end-to-end encryption, it is threatening the safety of 
India’s people, including the most vulnerable.

Encryption is the strongest and most widely available mechanism for ensuring privacy 
and security for internet users. End-to-end encryption – which ensures that nobody 
other than the sender and recipient can decrypt and read it – is the gold standard for 
safety online. When it is weakened or broken, the risks of criminal exploitation, 
unlawful surveillance, and abuse grow, threatening both personal and national 
security. The debate is simply not one between privacy and security. Instead, the 
government is sacrificing both.

Not surprisingly, the new rules have been roundly criticized. Twitter, whose India 
offices were raided by police in May, after the platform labeled a government official’s 
tweets as “manipulated media,” described the rules as “dangerous overreach.”

WhatsApp, for its part, has filed a lawsuit against the Indian government, arguing that 
the traceability requirement is incompatible with end-to-end encryption. Because the 
company cannot predict which messages will be subject to a tracing order, the lawsuit 
notes, it will have to identify the originator of every message on its platform forever.

Ultimately, the rules are unconstitutional, the lawsuit asserts, because they infringe 
on privacy without passing the three-part test, established in a 2017 Supreme Court 
ruling, of legality, necessity, and proportionality. Other lawsuits challenging the 
traceability clause echo these arguments.

Tech companies are hardly alone in opposing the IT rules. Three United Nations special 
rapporteurs – on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression, on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and on the 
right to privacy – have urged India’s government to withdraw, review, or reconsider 
aspects of the rules. As written, the special rapporteurs argue, the rules are 
inconsistent with international human-rights norms enshrined in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a treaty India ratified in 1979.

The rapporteurs’ letter also points out that the rules’ ambiguous language leaves room 
for abuse. And experts have noted that, for all the risks the traceability requirement 
poses to security and privacy, it is not even likely to be effective.

As the world’s largest democracy, India is widely considered one of the world’s “digital 
deciders” in debates about cyber norms. But the Modi government’s decisions 
regarding the internet run directly counter to the statement it signed last month. India 
cannot have it both ways.

The views expressed here are personal, and do not reflect the positions of the Internet 
Society.
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Put n ortedly US Pres dent Joe iden the us  of ussian milita yi rep offered i  B   e R  r  
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to n en  a 20 ar wa  th t as t ca n arly $2  lli  nd i d to a d -ye r a h cos Ameri  e .3 tri on a fa le  
ac e a y f i  oals. And na ts n w wa  t t the o going Talib n hi ve n o ts g  a lys  o  rn ha n  a
offensi e could ad t  full-s ale ci l wa a s e n d g tr ffick ng, ma s ve v  le o c vi r, urg i  ru a i  s i
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since 20 1. An  ore an 3,8 0 S p vat ec ty o trac s ha  los th r  0 d m th  0 U  ri e-s uri c n tor  ve t ei
li e .v s

But e Afg an p le have su r d the m t. Accord n  t  he o ts of War th h  eop   ffe e   os i g o t C s
oject t ow Un vers ty  e c ha  k lle  at lea t 7,2 5 vi a s nd pr  a Br n i i , th confli t s i d s 4 4 ci li n  a
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tain e T li a a d o her sla s mi ta t r p . Bu , i  rd r to ain i  a con th a b n n  t I mi t li n g ou s t  n o e m ta n
e i l foothold, the US nee s b s  t  se r ps  rones, fi hte s, ndr g ona   d  a es o hou  t oo , d  g r jet a  
r ia t llery.

ong Af ha stan  ne g rs n it er ran n r Ch na i a lo  S a es Am g ni ’s i hbo , e h I o i w ll l w U  b s on 
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betw en Putin an  form r S res den eorge W. Bu h. Now, u n s e ten inge d e  U  P i t G  s  P ti  i  x d  
a s mi r offer t  iden i la  o B .

The U  ha  fe f a y alte n ti s. R s i n pub c opi on stro gly opp ses SS s w i n r a ve u s a li  ni  n  o  U  
plan  to r ga n  foo old n C ntra As a nd the K n h s re ortedly wa ns e i  a th  i e l i , a remli a  p r ed 
th  Ce tral As a  coun es th t th  U  is re n ste  n o taining u s a  e n i n tri a e S  mo i tere d i c n  R s i ,
C n , and I a  t n i mainta n ng c n l o the s tu ti in Afg an s an  hi a  r n ha n i i o tro ver  i a on h i t .
R ssi  urthe  s r ng ene  i s po iti n u ing e nt ta s n Mos  i  hi hu a f r t e th d t s o  d r  r ce lk  i  cow w th g -
ran i g a ban e resenta i , wh rom s d at e g ou  w u  n t ss k n T li  r p t ves o p i e  th  th r p o ld o  cro
th bo ers of C ntra ian st tes would g t oth r radi l sla s g ou s an  e rd  e l As a , fi h e  ca I mi t r p , d
wou  rbi  rug p uc on n ha i ta .ld fo d d  rod ti i  Afg n s n

At t  s m  ti hree entra i n c u r e  – K za h ta T ji i ta , an  he a e me, t C l As a o nt i s a k s n, a k s n d
U i ta  are likely o refu e e den adm n s r tio ’s req es th t ey zbek s n – t  s th Bi  i i t a n  u t a th
tempo r ly o t p o 10 00 at-ri k gh ns who revi ly b a ed with ra i h s u  t  ,0  s  Af a  p ous colla or t  
US c . P k s ani im  nis I ra  ha ’s rece  ta m nt about the U -for es a i t Pr e Mi ter m n K n  nt s te e  S
led n a io ’s a ve s  ffect  s try, hich hos  2.7 mi on Afgh n i v s n  d r e e s on hi coun w ts  lli a
r fug es as i res ed oth en l Asian leaders  R s i n o g  Mi i ter e e , h mp s er C tra  . As u s a F rei n n s
S ey Lavrov s ted blunt in m d-Ju , “None o r allies n en al ia] erg ta ly  i ne  of u   [i  C tr As
ha an o nce  ei in ention t  xpo e heir terri o es a  opula ons to ve n u d th r t o e s  t  t ri  nd p ti
su  a ri kch  s .”

E  k ows tha  only u n an solve e c e t im a s , a  t e veryone n  t P ti  c  re th urr n p s e nd a th
Ge va ummi he a e the rs mo . W i the US a  ussia ad pr v ou ly ne s t m d  fi t ve  h le  nd R h e i s
ag d o  oth r i s es without a resi en a meet ng th s tu ti i  ree  n e  s u   p d ti l i , e i a on n

gh ni ta  app rent u red a face-to-fa  d s s i n den, t o, may ll Af a s n a ly req i ce i cu s o . Bi o  we
ave rea ze  tha t  r m n now holds the k  t  the cont nu U  res nce i  h  li d t he K e li    ey o  i ed S p e  n
gh ni ta .Af a s n

of th othe  s ue  on he ummit  ge a – c er pi n ge k i , I a , All e r i s s t s ’s a nd  yb es o a , U ra ne r n
nd Syri  – ere redi table nd elded n vi i le b e k r h . h Bi  a a w p c a yi o s b r a th oug s T e den
d nist a i n m st now ec de w ethe  o coop te it  R ssia a  ts a es a mi r t o  u  d i h r t  era w h u  nd i lli
n ha ista P ti ’s rop al y g ve Ameri a e c nc to s ve ce nd i  Afg n n. u n p os ma i c th ha e a fa a
hore p its s k inte n ti l u tio  w n  ts h st withdraw l. os  s u   ha y r a ona rep ta n follo i g i  a y a M t
mp t nt, t e U  nd R ssia mus aim to e ure  fu ure free o conflict ndi or a h S a u t  ns  a t  f a  

aos forAfgh nistan’s long uffe ing p o lech   a  -s r  e p .

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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India's Internet Hypocrisy

By Neeti Biyani

A US-Russia Deal on Afghanistan?

By Djoomart Otorbaev
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Introduction
The issue of corruption in Liberia was the topic of a Panel 
Discussion/debate televised in the United States in which I was the leading 
Liberian Panelist and former President of the Union of Liberian 
Associations in the Americas, Inc.,(ULAA).In response to thisloaded 
question,I held: 

“Friends, Brothers and Fellow Compatriots, please permit me to share my 
thoughts with you on this critical, socio-cultural, economic and political 
question in our country, Liberia. This discussion/debate presents a very 
useful, timely (December 12, 2009), interesting and intellectual exercise. 
It will illuminate and provide, hopefully, not only the understanding of the 
foundation of Liberia's corruption and the reasons for its uniqueness, but 
also, the beginning of the search to minimize, control and, eventually, 
eradicate Corruption”.

What, then, is Corruption?
Corruption isgraft/greed, bribery, extortion, vote-rigging, nepotism, use 
of public funds and related resources to develop personal real estate such 
as mansions with swimming pools, apartment complexes,the uncontrolled 
desire and activity to acquire more and more of the good things of life by 
immoral, illegal practices.

A universal phenomenonfound on all continents, every country, society 
and culture irrespective of economic, political development and 
affluence, corruption is a Vice,apparently, intrinsic in human nature; as 
such, Liberians should not have monopoly of corruption.  It is morally, 
legally detested and defined, universally, as a crime punishable by law, 
including Liberia. Moreover, corrupt behavior is not recognized neither 
under Liberia's moral rectitude nor by the nation's body of laws.

Although corruption had been a historical problem with negative impact 
on the socio-economic life of the nation since its founding in 1847 up to the 
April 14, 1979 Rice Protest and the follow-up  by the military coup d'état 
on April 12, 1980 with its theme song of  “abuse of political power and 
rampant corruption”,  a reality in Liberia during its 174-year existence as 
an independent, sovereign state, but corruptionhad not been, nor is it, 
now, a matter of national policy; therefore, corruption is not 
institutionalized in Liberia.

To say that“corruption is Liberia's public enemy no.1”, as declaredby 
former President of Liberia, Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf or that “there is a 
critical lack of infrastructural development in Liberia due, mainly, to 
'institutionalized' corruption” by the nation's Minister of Justice, are, 
simply, metaphorsto draw attention to the serious, critical incidence of 
PoliticalCorruption.

The increasing Problem of Corruption
Now, back home in Liberia, I find that there is the phenomenal increase in 

the level of political corruptionwithin, mainly, the upper strata of Liberian 
society, the intelligentsia or theacademic/intellectual elites.From this class come 
the members of the National Legislature who craft the laws that guide, protect 
and defend the society;the lawyer-judgesof theConstitutional or Supreme Court 
from which there is no appeal; and the Associate Justice of the Supreme Court who 
was, recently, impeached and removed upon conviction ofCorruption. 

The National Legislature,now, stands accused as a “Paradise of thieves” with 
“Legislated bribery” sponsored 
and master-minded by former 
President Sirleaf, according 
toCllr. TiawonGongloe, President 
of the Liberia National Bar 
Association.

One of the major cases in-point 
ofpolitical corruption was the 
recent indictment of a prominent 
lawyer who is member of the 
Liberian Senate with several 
members of the Executive Branch 
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
demanding/receiving bribes in 
millions of US dollars from a 
foreign mining company to amend, 
illegally, Liberia's mining concession laws in favor of the foreign company. The 
lawyer who acted as legal counsel to the company, while a member of Legislature, 
allegedly, received and dished out the bribe payments to the other officials.  

In fact, it was reported that this Lawyer, who was Chairman of the former ruling 
Political Party, the UNITY, secured aUS $200,000-dollarpolitical campaign 
contribution from the foreign company to the UNITY Party, an act that the 
Lawyer-Chairman knew to be illegal.The United States, recently, sanctioned the 
Senator as the most corrupt official. But the prominent Lawyer serves, still, as 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Law.

Corruption is inherited from colonialism about which Liberians have come to 
regard and believe to be wrong, unlawful and criminal when practiced by others; 
but a relevant and economic necessity when practiced by one's group. 

The “ALL-LIBERIANS ARE RELATED MENTALITY IS A FAKE”; it is an augment 
designed to absorb the socio-cultural, economic and political indignities heaped 
upon the poor citizens, majority of the nation's population, to gain their support 
of the prevailing wave of wholesale Stealing. Political corruption depends on Dual 
Citizenship for economic support at the detriment of the nation.

 Stay tuned for our articles on “Political Corruption, specifically written on the 

subject in its various forms. 

P E R S P E C T I V E S     P E R S P E C T I V E S
Public Policy. Economics. Democratic Politics. Political/Economic Decentralization. Public Dishonesty. Dual Citizenship

 Ex-President Sirleaf                                                   LNBA President, Cllr. Tiawon Gongloe

IS CORRUPTION INSTITUTIONALIZED IN LIBERIA?
WITH COMMENTARY REACTION TO 

“LEGISLATED BRIBERY”



Announcement 
A reputable printing press is seeking marketers 
to market its printing services. Interested 
applicants should be able to seek for contracts / 
attract customers. Salaries are negotiable.

Interested applicants should address their 
applications to:

T h e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  S e a r c h l i g h t  
Communications Inc., / NewDawn, U.N. Drive
Monrovia, Liberia
Email: Info@thenewdawnliberia.com
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He said as Deputy Information 
Minister for Press and Public 
Affairs, he would ensure that the 
Ministry of Information is made 
accessible providing clarity on 
issues of public concern to 
journalists.

Minister Tonpo reaffirmed on 
behalf of Information Minister 

Legerhood Rennie of government 
committed to working with the 
Media to mitigate some of the 
challenges faced by Journalists 
and Media institutions in Liberia.

In response, PAL President 
Othello Garblah expressed 
thanks and appreciation for the 

placed for backup,they fled the 
scene. 

Asked whether he had 
contacted the police, the 
Sergeant-at-Arm said he called 

eputy Information 
Minister Jarlawah 
Tonpo today paid a D

courtesy call on officials of 
the Publishers Association of 
Liberia (PAL) with renewed 
plead to improve existing 
government-media relations.

Minister Tonpo said while 
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  

independence of newspapers 
and publishers to report 
freely on activities of 
government, there's a dire 
n e e d  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  
cooperation between the 
media and government.

he Sergeant-at-
Arms at the House of TRepresentatives, 

General Martin Johnson, has 
called for the arrest of the 
Head of the pressure group, 
Economic Freedom Fighters 
o f  L iber ia ,  Emmanue l  
Gonquoi.

Speaking to this paper via 
mobile phone on Wednesday, 
July 28, 2021, General 
Johnson said his call comes as 
a result of an alleged besiege 
of the Capitol Building  last 
Thursday, 22th of July by Mr. 
Gonquoi, thereby locking the 
two entrances to the 
building, something, he 
termed as terroristic act.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  G e n .  
Johnson, early last Thursday 
morning he received a call 
f r om  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  
Legislative Security Service 
that some men dressed in red 
and black led by Gonquoi had 
gone to lock the gate of the 
Capitol and when call was 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

visit by Deputy Information 
Minister Jarlawah Tonpo.

PAL President said of major 
concern and worry to the 
media industry  i s  the 
continuous use of the 
Executive Mansion website as 
the main forum for the 
placement of advertisement 
by  none governmenta l  
organizations and foreign 
missions in Liberia.

Mr. Garblah said such 
Wanton misused of the 
Executive Mansion website as 
the sole forum for also public 
service announcements, 
Expressions of Interest, job 
vacancies are seriously 
undermining the revenue 
generation capacity of 
newspapers and rendering 
media institutions incapable 
of meeting the increasingly 
high cost of production.

PAL President spoke of the 
continuous hike in the prices 
of printing materials including 
newsprint and government 
protracted indebtedness and 
delays in payment of services 
r e n d e r e d  b y  m e d i a  
institutions.

PAL President said these 
long-running issues are posing 
serious challenges to the 
viability of media institutions 
and make them prone to 
dependent on political 
patronage for survival.

the Police 105, but was told to 
instead call the Inspector 
General of Police, Col. Patrick 
Sudue, disclosing that he is 
preparing a written complaint 

to the Police because it is an 
order. 

Last Thursday, the head of 

Starts from back page 
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after series of consultations, 
Liberian journalists will 
develop a self-regulatory 
instrument to protect their 
personal data, saying, “What 
we are about to do should have 
the blessing of all journalists 
in Liberia.”

Samukai says besides, it is 
expected that the Press Union 
of Liberia will push or 
advocate for a stand-along law 
on data protection, but 
quickly clarifies passage of 
such law should not be the 
primary objective of the 
forum.

‘Protecting people personal 
data is not just a function of 
civil society but also a function 
of good journalism”, he says.

For his part, CEMESP 
executive director Malcolm 
Joseph says protection of data 
and privacy online can be 
discussed in the range of cyber 
security, noting that it is 
adequate to say this is right 
based imperat ive in  a  
pervasive digital age that has 
enveloped people lives. 

He continues that beyond 
confines of journalism, people 
might also become victims of 
the myriads of cyber or online 
insecurities in private lives 
that have grave implication for 
offline modes of operation. 

Malcolm argues that whilst 
it is true the online space has 
contributed immensely to the 
improvement of professional 
journalists, the criminality 
that it is feeding off, raises 
concerns and apprehension in 
protecting human rights.

He says due to the face that 
L i b e r i a ’ s  I C T  p o l i c y  
formulation is still in its 
formative stage, justifies the 
need to take the issue very 
seriously and initiate broader 

consensus around it to 
understand the type of laws 

Deputy Information Minister 
exchanges note with PAL Officials 

(L-R) PAL SG James Kiazulu, President Othello B. Garblah, Deputy MICAT boss 
Jarlawah Tonpo, PAL VP Sam O. Dean and PAL Financial SG Ibrahim Donzo

Economic Freedom Fighters 
leader to face arrest

By Bridgett Milton

the Economic  Freedom 
Fighters Emmanuel Gonquoi 
and few members of his group 
stormed the Legislature at 
dawn, calling on Legislators to 
return US$30k they received 
for Legislative engagements. 

The EFFL members then 
locked main entrance of the 
Legislature for a short while and 
later escaped as a result of 
intervention by the Liberia 
National Police. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne



he Liberian National 
Red Cross and HSS TL i b e r i a  h a v e  

provided food ration for 
vulnerable people here in 
observance of Liberia’s 174th 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  

celebration.
“Today, we are happy to be 

here to share food ration with 
you as we celebrate this 
year's Independence Day,” a 
joint statement by Liberia 
National Red Cross Society 

.S. – based Change 
f o r  L i b e r i a n  UChildren and Youth 

(CLCY) on Friday, 23 July 2021 
donated 300 bags of rice, 
cash, and masks worth 
U S $ 8 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  t o  
communities in Careysburg 
District, Montserrado County 
to its volunteer officials, 
s p o n s o r e d  s t u d e n t s ,  
Churches, Careysburg Clinic, 
Hope in Christ Orphanage and 
various local communities, 
towns, and villages.

The program was launched 
under the banner Change for 
Liberia Children and Youth 
2nd Covid – 19 response, held 
in Monrovia, Careysburg, and 
Gbarnga, Bong County, 
respectively.

The donation of the 
US$8,000.00 came through 
the leadership of the 
organization’s Executive 
Director and Founder, Mr. B. 
Daniel Henderson, a native of 
Careysburg who is an Active 
Duty Officer of the United 
States Navy. 

He along with his U.S.-
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Secretary General Ambullai 
Perry and Rohit Suji, President, 
HSS Liberia, said.

The Liberian Red Cross is a 
humanitarian organization that 
renders impartial humanitarian 

a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h o u t  a n y  
discrimination under its motto: 
Caring and Sharing; while HSS 
Liberia aiming to develop the 
spirit of selfless service for 
humanity, was established in 
2017 as a volunteer-based 

based chapter of the CLCY Team 
worked in collaboration with 
three Churches which are the 
Hempfield Church of Christ, 
Greensburg, PA, the Open-Door 
Chapel, and the Grace Bible 
Church of Virginia Beach, VA 
U.S.A.

Speaking during the program 
held at the Lutheran Church in 

he President of the 
University of Liberia Tand Orator for the 

country’s 174th Independence 
celebration Dr. Julius Sarwolo 
Nelson, Jr., stresses a dire 
need to increase budgetary 
support  for  educat ion,  
including early childhood, 
primary, secondary, technical, 
vocational, and tertiary 
institutions across Liberia. 

He also calls for increased 
support to the health sector 
and investment in agriculture 
to create food security here.

He underscores  that  
investment in education will 
enhance the country’s fight 
a g a i n s t  C O V I D - 1 9  a n d  
contribute to the attainment 
of goals and targets of 
government’s Pro Poor Agenda 
f o r  P r o s p e r i t y  a n d  
Development, including those 

o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development Goals (SDGs), 
thus ensuring a prosperous 
nation.

In a pre-recorded speech 
broadcast here to mark 
Liberia’s 174th Independence, 
which was observed on a low-
key level on Monday, July 26 
due to the health pandemic, 
Dr. Nelson notes that following 
174 years of conflict-ridden 
history, education is the 
fulcrum and sole cross-cutting 
factor that can enable the 
country to achieve all of her 
bold and lofty development 
aspirations in the medium to 
long term. 

He says whether it is giving 
power  to  the  peop le ,  
improving the economy and 
increasing jobs, maintaining 
p e a c e  o r  i m p r o v i n g  
governance and transparency, 
these cannot be sustainably 
achieved without an informed 

organization for humanitarian 
work with the motto of “SEWA 
PARMO DHARMA” (SERVICE IS 
T H E  M A I N  D U T Y  A N D  
“VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM” 
(THE WORLD IS ONE FAMILY).

The two institutions said 
they are pleased to wish the 
benef ic ia r ie s  a  Happy  
Independence Day, but noted 
that they were aware that the 
day will not be happily 
observed if some of their 
essential needs were not met. 

“Your welfare, especially 
food aid, is critical at the 
moment and must be treated 
at all times with urgency,” the 
joint statement said.

The Liberian Red Cross and 
HSS Liberia said they are both 
aware that as Liberia’s 174th 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
approached, difficult times 
became even harder for many 
people with special needs, 
least able to access food, and 
most impacted by loss of 
income.

“And this year it's only 
been amplified further by the 
effects of COVID-19 which is 
having a deep impact on the 
community. COVID is not just 
a global health crisis; it 
touches every aspect of our 
l i v e s ,  c r ea t i ng  s oc i o -
economic hardship and 
further worsening existing 

Careysburg, CLCY local 
chapter Executive Director 
Mr. Jacob B. Juah announced 
that more than 200 people are 
benefiting from this donation 
in Careysburg, while another 
200 in Gbarnga and 60 in 
Monrovia are to benefit.

He thanked the sponsor 
Churches for providing the 
necessary resources for the 

and competitively educated 
citizenry, adding that a cursory 
inspection of the history of 
development in the global South 
will single out education as the 
common denominator. 

“In South East Asia, the 
development miracle of the 80’s 
and 90’s cannot be divorced 
from post-World War II policies 
that deliberately focused on 
human capacity enhancement to 
match capital expenditure. The 
relatively poor Island of Cuba 
has the best doctor per capita 
ratio in the Western Hemisphere 
and one of the best healthcare 
systems in the world, even 
though nearly all of their health 
practitioners are products of 
their education system”, Dr. 
Nelson notes. 

He also points that the rise of 
t h e  t w o  n e o - l i b e r a l  

development shining stars of 
Africa, Botswana and Rwanda, 
are often credited to abundant 
natural resource endowment 
and tourism respectively, but 
powering these two economies 
is the characteristically sound 
and educated citizen base.

“We would be remiss”, Dr. 
Nelson argues, “not to at least 
hint our awareness that the 
education sector in Liberia, as 
critical as it is to the success of 
our development dreams, has 
been the subject of national 
conversations for a while, but 
also a victim of market failures 
and reform-implementation 
misalignment.”

The UL President laments 
there is failure when the rate at 
which the country increases size 
of its lantern labor keeps 
exceeding the absorption 
capacity of its economy mainly 

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news
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U.S. – based CLCY donates US$8,000.00 
to needy communities

By Kruah Thompson

Red Cross, HSS Liberia provide July 26 
food ration for vulnerable people

Invest in Education, 
Health and Agriculture
-Independence Day Orator recommends 

Dr. Julius Sarwolo Nelson, Jr.
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FrançaisFrançais

n jour après que le 
Libéria a célébré Us o n  

174eanniversaire de son 
indépendance, le leader 
politique de l'opposition 
V i s i o n  o f  L i b e r i a  
Transformation Party (VOLT), 
le Dr Jeremiah Z. Wapoe, a 
déclaré que le Libéria n'est 
pas une nation indépendante 
car « on ne peut pas être 
indépendant et dépendre de 
quelqu'un d'autre ».

« Une chose que je vois au 
Libéria, c'est que les gens 
parlent généralement de la 
fête de l'indépendance, et 
une chose que je peux vous 
direen public, c'est que le 
Libéria n'est pas une nation 
indépendante », a déclaré le 
Dr Wapoele mardi 27 juillet, 
lors du lancement officiel de 
la Publication du Document 
Cadre de Rainbow Alliance à 
Paynesville.

Pour Dr Wapoe, on ne peut 
pas se dire indépendant et 
compter sur quelqu’un 
d’autre pour avoir à manger, 
pour assurer sa sécurité et 
pour se faire soigner. « Quand 
la sécurité de votre domicile 

dépend de la volonté de 
quelqu'un d’autre et quand, pour 
se faire soigner, il faut aller à 
l’étranger, alors on ne peut pas 
se dire indépendant ».

"On ne peut pas être 
indépendant quand même les 
emplois que vos citoyens sont 
censés avoir, les emplois que vos 
citoyens sont censés avoir, vous 
ne pouvez pas les leur offrir. Vous 
importez d'autres étrangers pour 
venir vous fournir des services. Si 

telle est votre définition de 
l'indépendance, je n'en fais 
pas partie », a dit Dr Wapoe.

Le leader politique du 
VOLT a déclaré que lorsqu'on 
est indépendant, on doit 
p o u v o i r  a s s u m e r  s e s  
responsabilités par soi-même 
car avoir une association libre 
ne veut pas nécessairement 
dire qu'on est indépendant.

a Cour de cassation a 
rejeté, ce mercredi 28 Ljuillet 2021, le recours 

déposé par Teodorin Obiang. 
Le fils du président équato-
gu inéen contesta i t  sa  
condamnation en France 
pour détournement de fonds 
publics dans son pays. Sa 
défense estimait que la 
justice française n'avait pas à 
se prononcer sur des délits 
commis à l'étranger, mais la 
Cour de cassation en a donc 
décidé autrement.La plus 
haute juridiction française a 
estimé que la décision 
rendue par les juges était 
bien conforme à la loi. La 

justice française pouvait donc se 
p r o n o n c e r  s u r  c e s  
détournements d'argent même 
s'ils ont eu lieu à l'étranger. 
Concrètement, cela signifie que 
la condamnation en appel de 
Teodorin Obiang est confirmée : 
il devra donc s'acquitter d'une 
amende de 30 millions d'euros et 
sera condamné à trois ans de 
pr i son  avec  surs i s  pour  
blanchiment d'abus de biens 
sociaux et de détournement 
d'argent public.Par ailleurs, la 
Guinée équatoriale pourrait 
devenir le premier pays à 
b é n é f i c i e r  d u  n o u v e a u  
mécanisme de restitution des 
avoirs des biens mal acquis. La 

semaine dern ière,  les  
députés français ont adopté 
ce dispositif qui permet de 
rendre aux populations les 
r e c e t t e s  d e s  b i e n s  
confisquées. Dans le cas de 
Teodo r i n  Ob i ang ,  s on  
patrimoine -estimé à 150 
millions d'euros- va être 
vendu aux enchères et 
l'argent récolté utilisé pour 
d e s  a c t i o n s  d e  
développement en Guinée 
é q u a t o r i a l e . À  n o t e r  
cependant qu'il existe un 
dernier recours possible pour 
Teodorin Obiang. Il peut saisir 
la Cour européenne des droits 
de l'homme.

C’est un véritablement ouf de soulagement pour les usagers de la 
route Somalia Drive, devenue aujourd'hui « Japan Freeway », dans 
la banlieue densément peuplée de Monrovia à Gardnersville, avec 
l'inauguration officielle de la voie à 4 chaussées et longue de 13,2 
kilomètres,qui réduira considérablement les embouteillages, tout 
en favorisant les échanges et le commerce.

Le projet initialement estimé à 89 millions de yens japonais, soit 1 
million de dollars américains, avait été officiellement signé en 2012 
sous l'administration de l'ex-présidente Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. La 
route a été inaugurée officiellement par le président George 
Manneh Weah le lundi 26 juillet 2021 en marge de la célébration du 
174eanniversaire de l’indépendance du Libéria.

Ce n’est pas la coïncidence historique de la journée elle-même qui 
est importante, mais les immenses avantages économiques dont les 
Libériens et les partenaires commerciaux étrangers ont déjà 
commencé à récolter, dont la liberté de mouvement, l'accès rapide, 
la livraison rapide des biens et de services, qu’il faut applaudir.

Incontestablement, la route est l'un des principaux atouts 
économiques qui stimulent le commerce et l’économie. La route 
réhabilitée et transformée en quatre voies, (deux voies de part et 
d’autre du béton permettant aux usagers, y compris les remorques 
et autres camions lourds, de circuler de manière aisée), est une 
première au Libéria. Elle répond aux normes internationales.

Nous disons merci au gouvernement et au peuple chaleureux du 
Japon pour avoir financé à eux seuls le projet en guise de cadeau au 
gouvernement et au peuple du Libéria. 

Ce geste, exécuté par l'intermédiaire de l'Agence japonaise de 
coopération internationale ou JICA, contribuera non seulement à 
cimenter les liens cordiaux déjà existants entre le Libéria et le 
Japon, mais à maintenir le lien fort d'amitié des peuples des deux 
pays.

Cependant, maintenant que la « Japan Freeway » est ici, nous, 
Libériens ordinaires et même le gouvernement du Libéria, avons 
notre propre rôle à jouer dans le maintien de ce grand bijou. La 
route, comme toute infrastructure, traverse une période de 
déchirure et d'usure ou de dépréciation, par conséquent, la 
nécessité d'un entretien régulier est indispensable. 

Cela signifie que les usagers de la route et le ministère des Travaux 
publics, l'organe gouvernemental chargé de surveiller ces 
installations publiques, devraient faire tout ce qui est 
humainement possible pour maintenir la route en bon état.

L'euphorie qui accompagne l’inauguration de la route pourrait 
céderla place à une déception générale si les remorques 
défaillantes et les camions lourds en panne commencent à 
occasionner des embouteillages et des risques d'accidents qui 
auraient pu être évités simplement par l’interdiction de ces engins 
d’emprunter cette voie pour maintenir la fluidité de la circulation.

Les conducteurs sont également avertis. La nouvelle route n’est pas 
une carte blanche pour conduire de manière imprudente et 
excessive au détriment des vies humaines et des biens. Une 
conduite responsable exige le respect scrupuleux des panneaux de 
signalisation, des règles et du contrôle technique des véhicules.

La division de circulation de la Police nationale du Libéria a un rôle 
clé à jouer dans cette entreprise. Elle doit continuer de jouer son 
rôle dans d'autres régions du pays. La présence d'agents de police de 
la circulation à chaque intersection le long de la route est 
importante. Il faut contrôler les conducteurs imprudents, les engins 
à trois roues et à deux roues.

En bref, nous voulons que cette importante infrastructure publique 
devienne un atout plutôt qu'une malédiction pour le peuple du 
Libéria. Par l’entretien efficace et l’utilisation appropriée de la « 
Japan Freeway », nous pouvons encourager nos partenaires 
étrangers à faire davantage pour promouvoir le programme de 
développement de ce pays.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

            THURSDAY       JULY   29

« Japan Freeway » apporte 
un soulagement significatif

"Le Libéria n'est pas une nation 
indépendante", a dit Dr. Wapoe

Biens mal acquis en Guinée équatoriale : 
la condamnation de Teodorin Obiang confirmée en France
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UNICH – L'Union européenne est l'un des rares 
signataires de l'Accord de Paris sur le climat Mde 2015 qui s'est engagé dans un premier 

temps à limiter ses émissions de dioxyde de carbone, 
tout en promettant de les réduire de 40 % (et 
maintenant de 55 %) par rapport aux niveaux de 1990 
d'ici 2030. Le 14 juillet, la Commission européenne a 
présenté un train complet de mesures visant à 
réaliser des réductions massives des émissions de CO 
2 des entreprises et des ménages de l'UE à court 
terme afin d'atteindre l'objectif de 55 % d'ici 2030 et 
de rendre le bloc neutre en carbone d'ici 2050.

Un effort de ce genre en matière de protection de 
l'environnement constitue une première. Rarement 
en dehors des périodes de guerre, les économies de 
marché ont fait l'objet du type de planification 
centrale rigide que propose actuellement la 
Commission.

Le programme envisage trois régimes distincts 
d'échange de droits d'émission de CO2. La 
Commission envisage d'étendre le régime existant, 
qui s'applique déjà aux secteurs de l'énergie et de la 
chimie, aux secteurs de l'industrie de base, ainsi 
qu'aux transports maritimes. L'UE créera également 
un nouveau système d'échange distinct pour le 
secteur du bâtiment et pour les transports routiers. 
En outre, les certificats d'émissions ne seront plus 
attribués gratuitement. Au lieu de cela, l'UE veut les 
émettre et utiliser les recettes pour financer des 
transferts à des tranches plus pauvres de la 
population, tout en réduisant considérablement le 
nombre de certificats chaque année.

En 2020, l'UE a introduit une taxinomie pour classer 
les investissements selon leur degré « d'écologisation 
», dans le but d'inciter la Banque centrale 
européenne à mettre en œuvre des opérations de 
crédit différenciées qui fournissent des taux 
d'intérêt plus bas aux entreprises vertes vérifiables. 
La Commission propose à présent l'interdiction 
complète de l'utilisation directe de combustibles 
fossiles dans les moteurs de voitures après 2035 : les 
voitures devront par la suite s'approvisionner en 
électricité stockée dans des batteries ou dans des 
réservoirs d'hydrogène. En outre, les émissions du 
trafic aérien de l'UE seront gelées aux niveaux de 
2020.

Enfin, la Commission prévoit d'introduire un 
mécanisme d'ajustement carbone aux frontières 
pour fixer un prix du carbone sur les importations de 
matériaux industriels de base dans l'UE. Cette 
mesure vise à éviter les fuites de carbone ou la 
délocalisation des émissions de CO2 vers d'autres 
pays en dehors du bloc.

Reste à savoir si ces mesures incroyablement 
audacieuses vont fonctionner. Toutefois, ce qui ne 
fait aucun doute, c'est qu'en mettant à genoux 
l'industrie européenne et en la privant de sa 
compétitivité, elles auront un effet négatif 
considérable sur le niveau de vie de la région. Le 
principal organisateur des propositions de la 
Commission est Frans Timmermans, son vice-
président exécutif pour le Pacte vert pour l'Europe, 
qui transforme l'Europe en un système économique 
protectionniste contrôlé de façon centrale par 
Bruxelles – et qui commet de nombreuses 
maladresses dans cet esprit.

Par exemple, des systèmes distincts d'échange de 
droits d'émissions pour différents secteurs 
économiques, et le contrôle du marché des capitaux 
via la réglementation sur la taxinomie des 
investissements, violeront la loi d'un prix unique, ce 
fondement normatif de l'économie indispensable à 
une stratégie de réduction des coûts visant à éviter 
les émissions de CO2.

Timmermans oublie également que le pétrole, le gaz 

et dans une certaine mesure, le charbon sont des 
marchandises commercial isées à l 'échelle 
internationale. Les carburants que l'Europe ne 
consomme plus seront vendus sur les marchés 
mondiaux à d'autres pays heureux des acheter à des 
prix plus bas. La fuite de carbone qui en résulte signifie 
que, même si l'UE remplit officiellement son 
engagement de l'Accord de Paris, ses réductions 
d'émissions liées aux transports ne bénéficieront pas au 
climat mondial.

Pour interdire l'utilisation du pétrole dans les voitures 
afin d'obtenir des effets climatiques positifs, l'UE doit 
stocker le carburant inutilisé dans des réservoirs bien 
protégés quelque part sur son territoire. Mais les 
dirigeants du bloc ne pipent pas mot à ce sujet afin de 
ne pas souligner l'absurdité évidente de leur approche 
unilatérale.

En outre, contrairement aux espoirs de la Commission, 
l'abolition des moteurs à essence et diesel et le passage 
aux véhicules électriques (VE) ne contribuera guère à 
réduire les émissions mondiales de CO2. L'UE génère 
encore une part importante de son électricité à partir 
du charbon, et l'Allemagne, la plus grande économie de 
l'UE et la plus industrialisée, s'est engagée à 
démanteler ses centrales nucléaires en 2022. Pour les 
années à venir, dans de nombreux pays de l'UE, les 
nouveaux VE vont donc largement fonctionner avec de 
l'énergie supplémentaire provenant des centrales à 
charbon européennes existantes, qui ont une capacité 
libre, tandis que les centrales à énergie éolienne et 
solaire existantes produisent à leur régime maximum 
et ne peuvent pas s'adapter.

Dans la mesure où les véhicules électriques vont 
accélérer l'extraction de charbon en Europe à court 
terme et que les moteurs à combustion interne vont 
ce r t a i nement  u t i l i s e r  de s  combus t i b l e s  
commercialisables à l'échelle internationale et donc 
neutres en carbone, l'interdiction de l'Europe sur les 
moteurs à combustion interne pourrait même entraîner 
une augmentation des émissions de CO2 dans les 
années à venir.

Le principal problème est que l'UE ne coordonne pas ses 
actions avec d'autres pays – pas même via l'Accord de 
Paris. Environ 70 % des 200 signataires ne se sont pas 
engagés à respecter des limites quantitatives 
d'émissions de CO2 et se félicitent tranquillement du 
fait qu'une petite minorité de pays s'est engagée à ne 
pas acheter autant de carburant sous leur nez.

La conviction de la Commission selon laquelle son 
système d'ajustement aux frontières proposé peut 
prévenir ou contenir des fuites de carbone est 
infondée, voire naïve. Même si l'UE pouvait imposer la 
quantité de CO2 de toutes ses importations, elle 
n'aurait aucun moyen d'empêcher les combustibles 
échangeables qu'elle n'utilise plus d'être expédiés vers 
d'autres parties du monde et consommés dans ces 
régions. L'UE se concentre sur la part insignifiante des 
fuites de carbone liées à la quantité de carbone des 
biens échangés et néglige la fuite directe due à la vente 
des carburants eux-mêmes.

Tout comme la vente de certificats d'émissions de CO2, 
le droit d'ajustement aux frontières va fournir en 
définitive à l'UE sa propre source de revenus. Mais il est 
peu probable que ceux qui doivent payer ces 
prélèvements les envisagent comme un avantage.

L'ambitieuse stratégie unilatérale de l'UE sur le climat 
va transformer l'Europe en forteresse commerciale, 
encourager le protectionnisme vert dans le monde 
entier et donner aux autres régions l'occasion de se 
développer en utilisant une énergie moins chère. Et 
sans la Chine, l'Inde et les États-Unis à bord, d'autres 
pays s'emploieront à ne pas suivre l'UE dans son rôle 
auto-attribué de cobaye vert du monde. Si l'Europe n'y 
prend pas garde, elle risque de se retrouver isolée sur 
le plan de la politique climatique.

FrançaisFrançais
place le Libéria en premier.

« C'est un honneur de faire 
partie du processus qui se 
demande ce qu'il en coûte pour 
le Libéria ? Et quiconque vous a 
déjà dit que le Libéria ou les 
Libériens ne seront jamais unis 
politiquement, allez leur dire, 
ils vous disent un mensonge », a 
déclaré le Dr Wapoe.

Il considère l'arrangement de 
la Rainbow Alliance comme la 
base sur laquelle les groupes 
politiques les plus grands et les 
plus élevés du pays ont été 
produits pour la première fois 
ici.

Il a décrit le Libéria 
comme un diamant avec tant 
de coins qui restent à 
découvrir et à polir, jurant 
que l'Alliance arc-en-ciel 
veillera à ce que ce diamant 
soit découvert, poli et brille 
parmi la courtoisie des 
nations.

Parlant du lancement 
officiel de la publication du 
document-cadre de l'Alliance 
arc-en-ciel, le Dr Wapoe a 
estimé que c'est un honneur 
de faire partie d'un processus 
d'unité qui désengage les 
intérêts personnels mais 
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L'unilatéralisme vert de l'Europe

Par Hans-werner Sinn
"Le Libéria n'est pas une nation 

il ajouté.
Pour lui, peu d’individus 

continuent de recevoir plus que 
ce dont ils ont besoin alors que la 
majorité en reçoit trop peu.

« Le Libéria connaît les pires 
conditions économiques depuis 
une décennie,  avec des  
p e r f o r m a n c e s  t o u j o u r s  
lamentables des principaux 
indicateurs macroéconomiques 
tels que le produit intérieur brut 
(PIB), le chômage et l’inflation. 
Par exemple, selon le Fonds 
monétaire international, en 
2019 et 2020, le PIB réel a 
enregistré une croissance 
négative de 2,5% et 3,0%, 
respectivement. Bien sûr, nous 
pouvons blâmer la pandémie de 
COVID-19, mais la mauvaise 
g e s t i o n ,  l e  m a n q u e  d e  
responsabilité, la mauvaise 
planification et la corruption ont 
c o n t i n u é  d e  h a n t e r  
l’administration.Il n’y a qu’une 
seule explication logique à cela : 
les gens ne font pas confiance au 
système bancaire. La confiance 
est faible. C’est le prix que nous 
devons payer lorsque nous 
politisons le système bancaire et 
le corrompons en défaillances 
s y s t é m i q u e s  e t  a u t r e s  
défaillances administratives. 
Ces défaillances combinées à 
des prêts non productifs de 
26,9% présentent un risque élevé 
pour la stabilité du secteur 
financier du pays », a-t-il dit.

Il appelle à un changement de 
mentalité et à l’adoption d’une 
nouvelle perspective nationale 
selon laquelle le Libéria 
appartient à tous les Libériens et 
tous les Libériens ont des devoirs 
envers le pays dont celui d’être 
de bons citoyens et de travailler 
aussi dur et aussi honnêtement 
que possible pour améliorer les 
condit ions de vie de la 
génération actuelle et de la 
génération future.

1,3% des Libériens vivant 
en milieu rural et 34 pour 
cent des zones urbaines ont 
accès à l’électricité.

Les hôpitaux sont sans 
médicaments essentiels et 
s a n s  é q u i p e m e n t  d e  
diagnostic, tandis que les 
fonctionnaires chargés de 
corriger cela cherchent eux-
mêmes un traitement dans 
les pays voisins, ou plus loin à 
l ’ é t r a n g e r . S i  l e  
gouvernement abandonne les 
hôpitaux aupoint que les gens 
qu’il ditservir n’ontnulle part 
aller pour se faire soigner, 
alors aucun ministre du 
gouvernement ne devrait se 
f a i r e  s o i g n e r  d a n s  
leshôpitauxétrangers aux 
frais de l’État », a-t-il dit.

Pour  lu i ,  depu i s  la  
déclaration d’indépendance 
de 1847, le pays s’est égaré, « 
onn’a pas besoin du Fonds 
monétaire international, de 
la Banque mondiale et 
d ’ a u t r e s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
internationales pour prouver 
cela. C’est une vérité 
inéluctable ».

« Trop de Libériens vivent 
au quotidien dans des 
conditions de plus en plus 
déplorableset intenable. Ils 
ontdu mal à trouver de la 
n o u r r i t u r e  e t  u n  
emploidécent,à s’occuper 
deleur famille, à payer le 
loyer, les frais de scolarité ou 
les factures d’hôpital et avoir 
un toit au-dessus de leur tête 
», a-t-il déploré.« Quant au 
moral, il est bas, étant donné 
que trop de jeunes sont au 
chômage et pis, certains 
d ’ e n t r e  e u x  s o n t  
inemployables, tandis que le 
coût  de  la  v ie  res te  
insupportable, au point que 
beaucoup de Libériens sont 
devenus des mendiants », a-t-

« Nous ne grandirons pas tant que nous 
n’aurons pas permis à nos visions, 
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ndian businessman and 
philanthropist Mr. Upjit ISingh Sachedeva (Mr. 

Jeety) has expanded his 
goodwill to inmates at the 
Monrovia Central Prison, 
supplying anti-covid-19 
materials in addition to the 
provision of hot cooked meal 
for  the ent i re  pr i son  
population in observance of 
Liberia’s 174th Independence 
Day celebration.

The provision of 15 plastic 
buckets with faucets; one 
bucket of chlorine; 100 
bottles of hand sanitizers; 
five Ctn tile soap; three 

pieces of thermometers and 
1,500 pieces of face masks on 
26 July 2021 was in fulfilment 
of Mr. Jeety’s earl ier 
commitment during one of 
his monthly inmates feeding 
programs on Sunday, 20 June.

“We have not only brought 
food, we have also brought, 
based on your request, 
required materials for the 
protection of Covid - 19 
which is exponentially 
spreading here. We have 
b rought  bucket s  w i th  
faucets, we have brought 
chlorine, we have brought 

t Liberia’s 174th 
Independence Day Ac e l e b r a t i o n ,  

President George Manneh 
Weah dedicated a crucial 
Japanese – built road linking 
impor tant  commerc ia l  
corridors of Monrovia, saying 
the “Japan Freeway,” 
formerly Somalia Drive, will 
bring much-needed relief to 
people who have long 
struggled with unending 
traffic congestion.

“The Japan Freeway will 
bring much-needed relief to 
people of this area who have 
long struggled with unending 
t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n , ”  
President Weah said during 

soap for hand washing and we 
h a v e  b r o u g h t  y o u  
thermometers,” he said.

Mr. Jeety took the cooked 
food distribution exercise to 
other communities in Monrovia 
and its surrounding areas, 
including in Vai Town on Bushrod 
Island for kids and less fortunate 
folks, as part of the celebration 
of Liberia’s 174th Independence 
Day.

The Indian philanthropist 
added that the team from the 
Jeety Trading Corporation also 
carried sanitizers and nose 
masks to be divided among 
inmates.

In terms of the hot food 

prepared, Mr. Jeety said it 
consisted of cooked yellow split 
peas, meat, rice, water, juice 
and cake to serve the entire 
population at the Monrovia 
Central Prison.

“We are here again as we 
have identified on a monthly 
basis. Prisoners are not only here 
to cover their sentences, but 
they are here for reformation 
also. So we want to ensure that 
we care for them and support the 
effort of the government in 
taking care of the prisoners,” he 
said.

Mr. Jeety expressed gratitude 

the dedication ceremony of the 
Japan Freeway in Gardnerville 
Township, Montserrado County 
on 26 July.

He thanked his predecessor, 
former President Ellen Johnson 
S i r l e a f  u n d e r  w h o s e  
administration the project 
began, for the role she played in 
the initiation of the project and 
all those involved in seeing it to 
completion.

“Today marks a major 
milestone in the development 
drive to improve our country’s 
infrastructure. As we gather 
here today to dedicate this 
crucial road linking important 
commerc ia l  cor r idors  o f  
Monrovia, we remain committed 
and steadfast in achieving the 

to Col. Varney Lake, Monrovia 
C e n t r a l  P r i s o n  
Superintendent, for the 
opportunity and access given 
t o  t h e  J e e t y  Tr a d i n g  
Corporation on a monthly 
basis to serve the prisoners.

He expressed pleasure to 
identify with authorities and 
inmates at the Monrovia 
Central Prison during Liberia’s 
174th Independence Day 
celebration as a useful mark 
of his program to feed the 
prisoners with nutritional 
meals. With the feeding 
program, Mr. Jeety hoped that 
the inmates would rejoice on 
Independence Day while they 
are serving their sentences in 
prison.

I n  r e s p on se ,  Pr i s on  
Superintendent Col. Lake 
thanked Mr. Jeety and his 
team, saying this has become 
an age - old thing now for 
Jeety from the time the 
authorities at the prison 
facilities got in connection 
with the Indian businessman.

“For the feeding, it’s like 
we are hundred percent sure 
because his system is so 
unique to the extent that 
whatsoever that he prepares 
for inmates in custody we 
normally send our cooks, so 
they … join his team to 
prepare the food,” the 
correction chief explained.

Col. Lake noted that the 
cordial relationship between 
the corrections authorities 
and the Jeety team keeps 
growing by the day, thanking 
Mr. Jeety for the gesture.

He praised Mr. Jeety for 
having made it his duty to 
always identify with the 
prison, assuring him that he 
acknowledged receipt of the 
gifts and they will be used for 
the intended purpose.

Col. Lake said their 
challenges are enormous and 
they are always prepared to 
knock doors, adding that 
despite being challenged, 
t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  
responsibility to perform 
national duty. 

deliverables as set forth in the 
P r o - P o o r  A g e n d a  f o r  
Prosperity and Development 
(PAPD),” he said.

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
government and people of 
Liberia and in his own name, 
President Weah thanked the 
government and people of 
Japan for this wonderful gift 
which was being delivered on 
the occasion marking Liberia’s 
174th Independence Day 
celebration.

He said this represents one 
more vital step in confronting 
the infrastructure deficit that 
Liberia faces, recalling that 
during his visit to Japan in 
2 0 1 9  f o r  t h e  To k y o  
International Conference on 

humanitarian needs,” it 
added.

They  noted that while 
promoting handwashing and 
best hygiene practices, 
educating the public about 
this virus, sharing prevention 
information, helping prevent 
misinformation, and reducing 
rumors and panic, they are 
also prioritizing and critically 
looking at other essential 
needs including the provision 
of food.

They viewed food as a 
necessity, as absolutely 
essential in terms of life-
saving, adding that their 
major concern is to provide 
food ration to people with 
s p e c i a l  n e e d s  t h i s  
Independence Day to enable 
them celebrate with their 
families without any worry 

donation. Mr. Juah also 
thanked CLCY leadership in 
the USA headed by Mr. 
Henderson for making this 
possible. 

Speaking with Mr. James J. 
Larblah, the educational 
chairman of CLCY in an 
exclusive interview, he 
recounted various milestone 
p ro jec t s ,  p rov i s i on  o f  
scholarship and financial aid 
to 21 students and assorted 
school materials along with 
monthly allowances, and 
giving out gifts to sponsored 
students in order to put a smile 
on their faces.

Furthermore, Mr. Larblah 
said “if these students don’t 
perform” they should forget 
about any relationship shared 
with the organization because 
they will immediately drop out 
of the scholarship. “I didn’t 
get my education cheap so I’m 
not going to give it to anybody 
cheap,” he said.

Also speaking at the 
ceremony, Lydia Lassana, a 

African Development (TICAD), 
he and former Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe re-
committed their respective 
governments to continued 
bilateral cooperation. 

“Therefore, let me use this 
opportunity to again reiterate 
Liberia’s commitment to 
development cooperation 
with Japan under the TICAD 
framework and through direct 
bilateral engagement. The 
dedication of this road today is 
a manifestation of the strong 
partnership that exists  
between both countries,” 
President Weah stated.

He assured the Japanese 
Envoy to Liberia that this 
relationship will continue to 
be nurtured under h is  
administration, noting that 
Japan remains one of Liberia’s 
k e y  p a r t n e r s  i n  i t s  

about food in the home.
“The Liberian Red Cross is 

forever grateful to the HSS 
Liberia for the support offered 
for us to reach out to you today. 
The food rations including rice, 
biscuit and candy will be shared 
with six institutions including 
orphanages, people with 
physical disabilities and visually 
impaired with this distribution,” 
the joint statement noted.

The food ration was ear - 
marked to cover some of the 
needs of Red Cross’ target 
groups including the group of 77, 
United Association of the blind, 
Sis. Aye Home, Share Cared 
Chi ldren Home, Khantan 
Children village and Antoinette 
Tubman Cheshire Home during 
t h e  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  
celebration.

beneficiary of the scholarship 
p r o g r a m  e x t e n d e d  h e r  
appreciation to CYCL for the 
support, saying she feels very 
g o o d  b e c a u s e  “ t o  g i v e  
something to people at this time 
in Liberia is very hard.”

CLCY currently sponsors 21 
students in Liberia, providing 
tuition, a Christian mentorship 
program, uniforms, school 
supplies, health awareness, 
sports and recreation, and 
month l y  a l l owances  f o r  
sponsored students.

Meanwhile, student Joshua 
who is also a beneficiary of the 
scholarship said that the 
institution has been very good to 
them, confirming that CLCY paid 
their school fees, provided 
school materials and a monthly 
allowance for transportation.

He encouraged CLCY sponsors 
to keep doing what it is doing, 
adding that tomorrow those 
sponsors will see the benefits 
t h a t  w i l l  c o m e  o u t  o f  
them.–Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

development agenda.
Meanwhile, President Weah 

cautioned all would-be users 
a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
communities along the road to 
help in its maintenance through 
proper use. 

“We all have a responsibility 
to maintain the gift which has 
been given to us. So let us 
demonstrate our continuous 
appreciation to the Japanese 
government and its people 
through the way in which we 
take care of this Japan 
Freeway,” he said.

He warned against building 
makeshift market stalls on the 
road, saying people should not 
throw garbage in the gutters and 
drainage. 

“Do not throw trash on the 
road! My fellow Liberians, let all 
of us do our part as responsible 
citizens,” he concluded.

Cont’d from page 7

Cont’d from page 7
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believed to be some of the 
missing persons from the local 
vessel NIKO IVANKA that had sunk 
were recovered.

Following the sinking of Niko 
Ivanka on 17 July 2021, LiMA 
authorities announced the 
launch of a search and rescue 
operation, and also indicated 
that they had rescued 11 
persons, but the number rose to 
12 after another person was 
reported rescued.

Mr. Nagbe said LiMA has the 
authority under Liberian and 
International Maritime Laws and 
Regulations and responsibility 
under SOLAS (regulation I/21 and 
XI - I/6, MARPOL (Article 12), as 
well as the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO’s) 
Code of International Standards 
and Recommended Practices for 
a Safety Investigation into a 
marine casualties involving its 
flagged vessels.

In accordance with Liberia 
Maritime Regulations 9.258 (2) 
and 9.258 (3), Mr. Nagbe said it is 
the duty of all owners of Liberian 
vessels and / or persons 
appointed by them including, 
but not limited to, lawyers, 

he Liberia Maritime 
Authority (LiMA) Ts a y s ,  i t  h a s  

appointed Rishi Mehrotra, a 
c e r t i f i e d  m a r i t i m e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r,  a s  a n  
Investigating Officer in line 
with Liberian Maritime 
Regulation 9.258 (4) to 
conduct the investigation 
into the matter of the sunken 
vessel Niko Ivanko on 17 July 
2021.

“This investigation is 
conducted with the objective 
of preventing similar marine 
incidents in the future and 
does not seek to determine 
liability,” LiMA Commissioner 
and Designated Authority Mr. 
Lenn Eugene Nagbe said in a 

communication dated 28 July 
2021 titled “ Warrant 
Convening an Investigation 
into the matter of the Sunken 
Vessel Niko Ivanko on July 17, 
2021.”

The announcement on 
Wednesday, 28 July of the 
c e r t i f i e d  m a r i t i m e  
investigator by LiMA came 
after the institution informed 
the public last Thursday, 22 
July that three bodies 

insurance representatives 
and agents, and Liberian 
certificated seafarers to 
cooperate with Investigating 
Officers appointed by the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r,  i n  t h e  
investigation of marine 
incidents.

Mr. Nagbe indicated that 
this includes the Investigating 
Of f i ce r s  board ing  and  
examination of vessels and 
t h e i r  a p p u r t e n a n c e s ,  
production of witnesses in 
their employ and relevant 
books, papers, documents 
and other records in their 
possession.

L a s t  w e e k ,  L i M A  
announced that an Incident 
Management Center (IMC) had 
been set up at the Monrovia 
Regional Maritime Rescue 
Coordination located on the 
Coast Guard Base, adding that 
the IMC consists of the 
members of the National 
Maritime SAR / Disaster 
Committee which were 
a c t i v a t e d  b y  L i M A  
Commissioner Eugene Nagbe, 
the National Search and 
Rescue Coordinator on July 
20, 2021.

LiMA also informed the 
public that two numbers have 
been activated at the IMC for 
reporting purposes, which are 
0777290158 and 0880753581.

The LiMA release said the 
r e l e v a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  
authorities have moved in to 
recover the bodies, adding 
that for the respect of the 
deceased and privacy for the 
affected families, their 
names are being withheld 
until the relevant government 
a g e n c i e s  c o n t a c t  t h e  
[bereaved families] shortly.

The release added that 
divers were dispatched to the 
location where the vessel 
sunk to assess its hull and 
further search for any and all 
m i s s ing  per sons  wh i le  
modalities are being worked 
out to salvage any materials 
from the vessel.

due to mismatches between 
the demands of a 21st century 
economy below full potential 
and the relics of an outdated 
school system, saying “We 
certainly have a problem in 
this sector when there 
continues to exist an ever-
widening schism between 
reform and implementation.” 

According to him, for 
elected public officials, 
genuine commitment to 
investment in education is a 
catch-22 because it  is  
necessary as a long-term pivot 
f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  b u t  
investment therein takes at 
least half a generation to yield 
results. 

However, he argues there is 
a need to continuously 
increase investment in the 
sector even though it does not 
present immediate results 
because of  the human 
capacity development cycle, 
adding that it requires 
conviction, time, vision, 
courage, anticipation and 
leadership to demonstrate 
commitment to educational 
reform thus, thanking Mr. 
President George Manneh 
Weah and his leadership in 
supporting tertiary education 
re fo rm e f fo r t s  a t  the  
University of Liberia and other 
public tertiary institutions in 
the country. 

Turning to the health 
sector, he asks the government 

people especially the babies’ 
mothers. These are some of 
these sanitary materials as we 
move to fight the virus. This 
donation is meant to buttress 
government’s effort in the 
fight against covid-19,” 
Bracewell noted, and added, 
“It's my way of giving back to 
my people and this will not be 
the end. As long as God gives 
me life I will continue to do 
more for my people.” 

In remarks, representatives 
from the Palala Health Center 
and the C.B. Dunbar Hospital 
lauded Madam Bracewell for 
her kind gesture, stating that 
the donated items will be used 
for their intended purposes. 

“I want to take this time to 
say thank and God will bless 
you so much for what you have 
done for us today. This has not 
been common since I came to 
this facility. We want promise 
you that these things will be 
used for intended purposes. 

to invest more so that citizens 
across the length and breadth of 
the country may have access to 
quality and affordable health 
care delivery, noting that 
community-based healthcare 
training will be a significant 
contribution, adding, “Leading a 
healthy people is not only a 
feather in your cap, but will 
contribute to the benefit of all.” 

Dr. Nelson also recommends 
that the Weah administration 
prioritizes empowerment of 
Liberians to grow what they eat 
and eat what they grow. He says 
the country must prioritize 
agriculture, because it holds the 
greatest potential for alleviating 
poverty and inequality and 
ensuring food security and 
economic stability. 

“Our plead, therefore, is for 
the government to prioritize 
once again the counties of Bong, 
Lofa and Nimba as the nation’s 
food baskets, and invest heavily 
in this sector, which will result in 
the saving of millions of dollars 
being spent importing our staple 
food, rice, as we did in prewar 
Liberia. 

He is of the conviction that by 
doing this, Liberia we will 
improve food security, reduce 
food imports, increase exports, 
and hence spark an economic 
transformation that creates jobs 
and boosts the incomes of 
ordinary citizens.  -Story by 
Jonathan Browne

This is so timely and so we want 
to appreciate you,” said 

m id  t he  nove l  
coronavirus disease Ain the country, the 

Assistant Minister for Youth 
Development at the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports has 
identified with two health 
facilities in Bong County, 
donat ing  medica l  and 
sanitary materials. 

Assistant Minister Fematta 
Bracewell, who also hails 
from the county, made the 
donation at the weekend to 
the Palala Health Center and 
the C.B. Dunbar Hospital in 
Gbarnga, Bong County. 

Speaking to local media 
during the donation, he said 
the gesture is in a bid to 

buttress national government’s 
effort to addressing critical 
needs in the sector.  

“I am not a stranger here, I 
hail from here and this is why I 
am here to identify with my 
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from the European Union is 
conducting series of Editors’ 
Forums on Personal Data 
Privacy across five counties, 
inc lud ing  Montserrado,  
Margibi, Grand Bassa, Nimba, 
a n d  G r a n d  G e d e h ,  
respectively.

The PAL hosted the first 
forum on Friday, July 23, 2021 
at a local hotel in Monrovia, 
bringing together over 20 
newspapers’ editors to 
brainstorm under the theme, 
‘Personal Data Privacy and the 
Liberian Law’.

PAL President, Othello B. 
Garblah, says the Editors’ 
Fo rum i s  i n tended  to  
stimulate debate among 
gatekeepers from media 
houses in order to derive an 
agenda that would lead to 
advocating for the protection 
of personal data.

“The goal is to enable 
editors to set personal 
guidelines for operation”, he 
explains.

The Project Director for 
Liberia Media Initiative, 
Samukai Konneh notes that 

CMYK

ewspaper s  and  
online publishers in NL i b e r i a  a r e  

concerned about privacy for 
personal data of journalists 
and media institutions in the 
wake of global cyber attacks 
on personal information, 
t a r ge t i n g  j ou rna l i s t s ,  
politicians, rights advocates 
and lawyers, among others.

They want legislation in 
the country to protect data of 

media institutions and their staff 
from outside intrusion at a time 
when software has been 
developed in Israel that is being 
used to spy personal data of 
world leaders, journalists, 
lawyers, and others.

The Liberia Publ ishers 
Association, a conglomeration of 
16 or more newspapers and 
online outlets in collaboration 
with Internews, Center for Media 
Studies and Peacebuilding and 
Local Voices Liberia with funding CONT’D ON PAGE 6

Publishers seek privacy for personal date 

By Jonathan Browne 

PAL Pres. Othello B. Garblah
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