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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

here are increasing 
c once rn s  abou t  TEthiopian unity as 

the conflict in the northern 
Tigray region escalates.

The nine-month-long war 
between Tigrayan rebel 
forces and the Ethiopian army 
and its allies has been mostly 
contained in Tigray itself.

But  the  f i gh t ing  i s  
s p r e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  
neighbouring regions of 
Amhara and Afar.

This is off the back of 
Tigrayan forces making 
significant territorial gains, 
including capturing the 
regional capital, Mekelle, in 
June after Ethiopian troops 
w i t h d r e w  a n d  t h e  
government declared a 
unilateral ceasefire.

It is a sign that the Tigray 
crisis is getting worse, but this 
is by no means the only 
fighting happening right now 
in Ethiopia.It is the second-
most populous state in Africa 
with a history of ethnic 
tensions. In 1994, a new 
constitution was introduced 
which created a series of 
ethnically based regions 
meant to address the problem 
of an over-central ised 

state.Until 2018, the governing 
coalition was dominated by the 
Tigray Peoples Liberation Front 
(TPLF) and was criticised for 
crushing any dissent.After Abiy 
Ahmed - who comes from the 
largest ethnic group, the Oromo 
- became prime minister in 
2018, he made a series of bold 
liberalising moves to end state 
repression.

But this liberalisation was 
accompanied by a burst in 
ethnic nationalism, with 

December. Last week, regional 
authorities said security forces 
had killed more than 100 
fighters from an armed group 
that it blamed for ethnically 
f u e l l e d  a t t a c k s . A l s o  
jeopardising stability is the 
historic border dispute 
between Sudan and Ethiopia 
over fertile agricultural land in 
an area known as al-Fashaga. 
It is claimed by both states.

The dispute has led to 
skirmishes between the two 
armies, amid the conflict in 
Tigray.

"It has the potential to 
escalate but it hasn't yet," Mr 
Abdi says.

And on a single day last 
week, 1,100 refugees from 
Ethiopia's small Qemant ethnic 
group fled to Sudan to escape 
fighting in Amhara, the 
Ethiopian region which 
borders Tigray, Sudanese 
media reported.

A m h a r a  r e g i o n a l  
authorities have over the past 
decade accused neighbouring 
Tigray of stoking the ethnic 
feud ,  wh i ch  Ti g rayans  
deny.Add to those, the flare up 
in a long-running dispute 
between Ethiopia's Somali and 
Afar regions, dangerously 

different groups demanding 
more power and land. "You 
have a plethora of ethnic 
warfare," says Rashid Abdi, a 
Nairobi-based expert on 
security in the Horn of 
Africa.One hotspot is the 
western Benishangul-Gumuz 
region - which borders Sudan 
and South Sudan - and 
described by Mr Abdi as a 
"perennial flashpoint". About 
200 people were massacred in 
an attack in the region in 

S companies are 
now looking into Uhiring long-distance 

drivers from South Africa to 
help with a shortage in the 
haulage industry.

As they speak English it is 
thought they would have an 
easier time getting licences.

The US has had a shortage of 
lorry drivers for the last couple 
of years and, in an industry that 
was already struggling with 
worker retention, the pandemic 
has caused an even worse 
problem.

During lockdown, many 
people took to online shopping 

so orders for shipped goods 
skyrocketed, but there was 
not enough manpower to 
deliver the shipments in a 
timely manner.

Trucking companies began 
offering higher wages and 
bonuses during Covid times.

But the pandemic has 
slowed down the process for 
getting a commercial driver's 
licences - there were long 
queues for grocery shops, for 
petrol stations, and for 
everything in between.

Study ing  and tak ing  
government exams for a job 
are also tough.

Because of this,  US 
companies have turned 
elsewhere.

Bringing in foreign workers 
like South Africans will not 
solve all the problems in the 
trucking industry. There are 
visa issues to sort and 
immigration rules to follow, 
but at least these workers are 
trained and have experience.

They’ll just have to learn 
to drive on the right-hand side 
of the road! BBC

close to the Djibouti border, and 
a growing insurgency against the 
Ethiopian military in the Oromia 
region, and it is easy to see why 
Ethiopia-watchers are worried.

"Ethiopia goes through 
historical cycles of being robust 
and then precarious and it's at 
one of those very, very 
precarious moments," says Alex 
de Waal, executive director of 
the World Peace Foundation in 
the US.

Some Ethiopian experts are 
now talking about state collapse 
as a real possibility.

"There is no denying Ethiopia 
is at an existential crisis 
moment," says Mr Abdi. "How it 
is going to navigate this crisis in 
Tigray as well as multiple points 
of ethnic warfare nobody can be 
sure of, but it's in serious crisis 
and there is a great risk of 
Ethiopia collapsing."

But an academic at Ethiopia's 
University of Gondar, Menychle 
Meseret, said he did not believe 
that Ethiopia was on the brink of 
state collapse.

"It is not even appropriate to 
have a discussion about it, in the 
f i r s t  p lace.  We have a  
functioning government that 
controls the country, except for 
Tigray," he said.BBC

 S e n e g a l e s e  
university student is Ai n  t r o u b l e  f o r  

disguising himself as a woman 
to sit his girlfriend's school-
leaving English paper.

Images of Khadim Mboup 
dressed in women's clothes, 
including a red veil, have been 
shared widely on social media 
and news outlets in Senegal.

The 22-year-old student, 

who was arrested over the 
weekend, said he was only 
acting “out of love” because his 
g i r l f r i e n d  w a s  h a v i n g  
difficulties in English, local 
media reported.

He was brought before a 
court on Monday on charges of 
identity theft and exam fraud 
alongside his girlfriend, who 
was accused of being complicit 
in the crimes. BBC

Can Ethiopia be pulled 
back from the brink?

The Tigray Defence Forces managed to recapture 
Tigray's capital, Mekelle, in June

US turns to South Africa 
to ease driver shortage

The US wants to attract truck drivers from South Africa

Senegalese man dresses 
as girlfriend to sit exam
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EW DELHI – At last month’s G7 
summit, India joined 11 other Nsignatories, from Canada to South 

Korea to the European Union, in issuing a 
joint statement affirming their “shared 
belief in open societies, democratic values, 
and multilateralism.” The statement touted 
signatories’ commitment to international 
rules and norms relating to, among other 
things, “freedom of expression, both online 
and offline,” and identified “politically 
motivated internet shutdowns” as a threat 
to freedom and democracy. By this 
definition, India can no longer be 
considered a model of democratic values.

The internet’s potential as a force for good 
is well known, not least to India’s citizens. 
During the devastating second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when public services 
failed, Indians used social-media platforms 
like Twitter and WhatsApp to crowdsource 
resources.

Indians also used such platforms to organize 
and mobilize support for protests against 
controversial agricultural reforms and the 
discriminatory Citizenship Amendment Act. 
But the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
deemed this unacceptable, and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government 
repeatedly suspended online access under 
the guise of “maintaining public safety.”

In fact, since the BJP came to power in 
2014, it has shut down the internet 521 
times. But, because shutdowns are a blunt 
instrument, the government is attempting 
to establish more consistent control over 
how the internet operates in the country, 
through the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Enacted in February without adequate 
public consultation or parliamentary 
debate, the Rules grant the Indian 
government vast powers to suppress 
content online. This includes forcing tech 
platforms to remove posts or videos deemed 
libelous, hateful, deceptive, or in violation 
of the country’s sovereignty and integrity.

The rules also instruct social-media 
companies to appoint India-based 
executives, who could be held criminally 
liable for any violations. And perhaps most 
contentiously, messaging services are 
required to implement “traceability” for all 
messages sent via their services, thereby 
effectively breaking the end-to-end 
encryption that platforms like WhatsApp 
and Signal provide for their users.

Of course, India’s government insists that it 
is acting with the best of intentions: to curb 
crime and keep women and children safe 
online. In fact, it is doing just the opposite. 
With its assault on end-to-end encryption, it 
is threatening the safety of India’s people, 
including the most vulnerable.

Encryption is the strongest and most widely 
available mechanism for ensuring privacy and 
security for internet users. End-to-end 
encryption – which ensures that nobody other 
than the sender and recipient can decrypt 
and read it – is the gold standard for safety 
online. When it is weakened or broken, the 
risks of criminal exploitation, unlawful 
surveillance, and abuse grow, threatening 
both personal and national security. The 
debate is simply not one between privacy and 
security. Instead, the government is 
sacrificing both.

Not surprisingly, the new rules have been 
roundly criticized. Twitter, whose India 
offices were raided by police in May, after the 
platform labeled a government official’s 
tweets as “manipulated media,” described 
the rules as “dangerous overreach.”

WhatsApp, for its part, has filed a lawsuit 
against the Indian government, arguing that 
the traceability requirement is incompatible 
with end-to-end encryption. Because the 
company cannot predict which messages will 
be subject to a tracing order, the lawsuit 
notes, it will have to identify the originator of 
every message on its platform forever.

Ultimately, the rules are unconstitutional, 
the lawsuit asserts, because they infringe on 
privacy without passing the three-part test, 
established in a 2017 Supreme Court ruling, of 
legality, necessity, and proportionality. Other 
lawsuits challenging the traceability clause 
echo these arguments.

Tech companies are hardly alone in opposing 
the IT rules. Three United Nations special 
rapporteurs – on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression, on the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and association, and on 
the right to privacy – have urged India’s 
government to withdraw, review, or 
reconsider aspects of the rules. As written, 
the special rapporteurs argue, the rules are 
inconsistent with international human-rights 
norms enshrined in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a 
treaty India ratified in 1979.

The rapporteurs’ letter also points out that 
the rules’ ambiguous language leaves room 
for abuse. And experts have noted that, for all 
the risks the traceability requirement poses 
to security and privacy, it is not even likely to 
be effective.

As the world’s largest democracy, India is 
widely considered one of the world’s “digital 
deciders” in debates about cyber norms. But 
the Modi government’s decisions regarding 
the internet run directly counter to the 
statement it signed last month. India cannot 
have it both ways.

The views expressed here are personal, and 
do not reflect the positions of the Internet 
Society.

EditorialEditorial

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
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A tragedy that nobody 
wants to take blame for 
IT IS VERY ludicrous but sadly regrettable that the Liberia 
Maritime Authority (LiMA) says current investigation into the 
July 17, 2021 sinking of the vessel Niko Ivanko six (6) nautical 
miles off the shore of Marshall City, Margibi County is not to 
determine liability or to hold people accountable but to avoid 
future reoccurrence. 

WE FIND IT incomprehensible that the government agency 
responsible for maritime affairs in the country would want to 
brush over a tragedy that has left almost a dozen persons fear 
dead over two weeks since the incident transpired under the 
pretext of preventing similar marine incident in the future. 
How can such incident be avoided in the future without the 
ongoing investigation holding people or institution 
accountable?

WE BEG TO differ with the LiMA boss, Commissioner Lenn 
Eugene Nagbe on the way he's proceeding with the 
investigation. From the Liberia Maritime Authority to the 
Management of the Freeport of Monrovia and the company 
that operates the dilapidated Niko Ivanko in Liberian waters: 
Someone should be held to account for what happened that led 
to loss of lives and properties valued hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions.

THE LIMA CONTROLS the waters of Liberia and everything that 
sails on its hence, for that institution to relegate facts and 
circumstances that led to the fatal sinking of a vessel that 
should be under its watch seems to indicate it is attempting to 
vindicate itself of any responsibility as an authority, 
particularly when it had disclosed the vessel was not licensed 
to sail.

THIS SHOULD NOT be the case at all. Instead, the probe should 
be inclusive and exhaustive in order to dig out all of the facts to 
allow the chip to fall wherever regardless, who's involved. 

COMMISSIONER NAGBE ANNOUNCED last week through a press 
release the hiring of a certified maritime investigator Rishi 
Mehrotra to probe the tragedy with a view of preventing such 
thing in the future. Some reports say a Ghanaian national has 
been brought into the country to conduct the investigation.  

 AT LEAST 12 persons, including a Chinese captain were 
reportedly rescued from the sunken vessel with three bodies 
recovered since the incident. The fact of the matter is the 
vessel took off right before the eyes of authorities at the 
Freeport of Monrovia. It is also reported the Government of 
Liberia had onboard transformers and light poles that were 
destined for Harper City, Maryland County.

IT IS THE very government that is investigation itself to come 
up with findings and perhaps recommendation to prevent 
future reoccurrence. Commissioner Nagbe had said   "The LMA 
wishes to state that the subject vessel was detained and not 
allow to sail, and this vessel was at no time authorized or 
permitted to carry passengers or operate as a passengers 
vessel."

BUT THIS WAS exactly what occurred on Saturday, July 17, 
2021 when the Niko Ivanko loaded at the Freeport of Monrovia 
and sailed off before subsequently sinking into deep waters.

THESE CIRCUMSTANTIAL PIECES of evidence clearly point that 
people and institutions should be held to account. They should 
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India's Internet Hypocrisy

By Neeti Biyani
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AMBRIDGE – During the four decades of the Cold War, the United States had a 
grand strategy focused on containing the power of the Soviet Union. Yet by the C1990s, following the Soviet Union’s collapse, America had been deprived of that 

pole star. After the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, US President George W. 
Bush’s administration tried to fill the void with a strategy that it called a “global war on 
terror.” But that approach provided nebulous guidance and led to long US-led wars in 
marginal places like Afghanistan and Iraq. Since 2017, the US has returned to “great-
power competition,” this time with China.

As a grand US strategy, great-power competition has the advantage of focusing on 
major threats to America’s security, economy, and values. While terrorism is a 
continuing problem that the US must treat seriously, it poses a lesser threat than rival 
great powers. Terrorism is like jujitsu, in which a weak adversary turns the power of a 
larger player against itself. While the 9/11 attacks killed more than 2,600 Americans, 
the “endless wars” that the US launched in response to them cost even more lives, as 
well as trillions of dollars. While President Barack Obama’s administration tried to 
pivot to Asia – the fastest growing part of the world economy – the legacy of the global 
war on terror kept the US mired in the Middle East.

A strategy of great-power competition can help America refocus; but it has two 
problems. First, it lumps together very different types of states. Russia is a declining 
power and China a rising one. The US must appreciate the unique nature of the threat 
that Russia poses. As the world sadly discovered in 1914, on the eve of World War I, a 
declining power (Austria-Hungary) can sometimes be the most risk-acceptant in a 
conflict. Today, Russia is in demographic and economic decline, but retains enormous 
resources that it can employ as a spoiler in everything from nuclear-arms control and 
cyber conflict to the Middle East. The US therefore needs a Russia strategy that does 
not throw that country into China’s arms.

A second problem is that the concept of great-power rivalry provides an insufficient 
alert to a new type of threat we face. National security and the global political agenda 
have changed since 1914 and 1945, but US strategy currently underappreciates new 
threats from ecological globalization. Global climate change will cost trillions of 
dollars and can cause damage on the scale of war; the COVID-19 pandemic has already 
killed more Americans than all the country’s wars, combined, since 1945.

Yet, the current US strategy results in a Pentagon budget that is more than 100 times 
that of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 25 times that of the 
National Institutes of Health. Former US Treasury Secretary Lawrence H. Summers and 
other economists recently called for the establishment of a $10 billion annual Global 
Health Threats Fund, which is “miniscule compared to the $10 trillion that 
governments have already incurred in the COVID-19 crisis.”

Meanwhile, US policymakers are debating how to deal with China. Some politicians and 
analysts call the current situation a “new Cold War,” but squeezing China into this 
ideological framework misrepresents the real strategic challenge America faces. The 
US and the Soviet Union had little bilateral commerce or social contact, whereas 
America and its allies trade heavily with China and admit several hundred thousand 
Chinese students to their universities. Chinese President Xi Jinping is no Stalin, and the 
Chinese system is not Marxist-Leninist but “market Leninist” – a form of state 
capitalism based on a hybrid of public and private firms subservient to an authoritarian 
party elite.

In addition, China is now the largest trade partner to more countries than the US is. 
America can decouple security risks like Huawei from its 5G telecommunications 
network, but trying to curtail all trade with China would be too costly. And even if 
breaking apart economic interdependence were possible, we cannot decouple the 
ecological interdependence that obeys the laws of biology and physics, not politics.

Since America cannot tackle climate change or pandemics by itself, it has to realize 
that some forms of power must be exercised with others. Addressing these global 
problems will require the US to work with China at the same time that it competes with 
its navy to defend freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. If China links the issues 
and refuses to cooperate, it will hurt itself.

A good great-power-competition strategy requires careful net assessment. 
Underestimation breeds complacency, while overestimation creates fear. Either can 
lead to miscalculation.

China is the world’s second-largest economy, and its GDP (at market exchange rates) 
may surpass that of the US by the 2030s. But even if it does, China’s per capita income 
remains less than a quarter that of the US, and the country faces a number of 
economic, demographic, and political problems. Its economic growth rate is slowing, 
the size of its labor force peaked in 2011, and it has few political allies. If the US, 
Japan, and Europe coordinate their policies, they will still represent the largest part of 
the global economy and will have the capacity to organize a rules-based international 
order capable of shaping Chinese behavior. That alliance is at the heart of a strategy to 
manage China’s rise.

As former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd argues, the objective for great-power 
competition with China is not total victory over an existential threat, but rather 
“managed strategic competition.” That will require America and its allies to avoid 
demonizing China. They should instead see the relationship as a “cooperative rivalry” 
that requires equal attention to both sides of the description at the same time. On 
those terms, we can cope successfully, but only if we realize that this is not the great-
power competition of the twentieth century.
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EW YORK – About half a year into Joe Biden’s presidency, it is time to consider how his 
administration’s economic doctrine compares to that of former President Donald Trump Nand previous Democratic and Republican administrations.

The paradox is that the “Biden doctrine” has more in common with Trump’s policies than with 
those of Barack Obama’s administration, in which the current president previously served. The 
neo-populist doctrine that emerged under Trump is now taking full form under Biden, marking a 
sharp break from the neoliberal creed followed by every president from Bill Clinton to Obama.

Trump ran as a populist – commiserating with left-behind white blue-collar workers – but 
governed more like a plutocrat, cutting corporate taxes and further weakening the power of labor 
vis-à-vis capital. Nonetheless, his agenda did contain some truly populist elements, particularly 
when compared to the radically pro-Big Business approach that Republicans have pursued for 
decades.

While the Clinton, George W. Bush, and Obama administrations each differed in their own way, 
their basic position on key economic-policy questions was the same. For example, they all 
advocated trade-liberalization agreements and favored a strong dollar, seeing that as a way to 
reduce import prices and support the working classes’ purchasing power in the face of rising 
income and wealth inequality.

Each of these previous administrations also respected the US Federal Reserve’s independence and 
supported its commitment to price stability. Each pursued a moderate fiscal policy, resorting to 
stimulus (tax cuts and spending increases) mostly as a response to economic downturns. Finally, 
the Clinton, Bush, and Obama administrations were all relatively cozy with Big Tech, Big Business, 
and Wall Street. Each presided over the deregulation of goods and services sectors, creating the 
conditions for today’s concentration of oligopolistic power in the corporate, technology, and 
financial sectors.

Together with trade liberalization and technological advances, these policies boosted corporate 
profits and reduced labor’s share of total income, thereby exacerbating inequality. US consumers 
benefited from the fact that profit-rich businesses could pass along some of the gains reaped from 
deregulation (through lower prices and low inflation), but that was about it.

The Clinton, Bush, and Obama economic doctrines were all fundamentally neoliberal, reflecting 
an implicit belief in trickle-down economics. But things started to move in a more neo-populist, 
nationalist direction with Trump, and these changes have crystallized under Biden.

While Trump was more heavy-handed with his protectionism, Biden nonetheless is pursuing 
similar nationalist, inward-oriented trade policies. He has maintained the Trump administration’s 
tariffs on China and other countries, and introduced stricter “buy-American” procurement 
policies, as well as industrial policies to re-shore key manufacturing sectors. Equally important, 
the broader Sino-American decoupling and race for domination in trade, technology, data, 
information, and the industries of the future has continued.

Similarly, although Biden has not formally followed Trump in demanding a weaker dollar and 
browbeating the Fed to finance the large budget deficits created by his policies, his 
administration has also enacted measures that require closer Fed cooperation. Indeed, the 
United States has moved into a de facto, if not de jure, state of permanent debt monetization – a 
policy that began under Trump and Fed Chair Jerome Powell.

Under this arrangement, if inflation were to rise moderately, the Fed would have to adopt a policy 
of benign neglect, because the alternative – a tight anti-inflation monetary policy – would trigger 
a market crash and a severe recession. This change in the Fed’s stance represents another sharp 
break from the 1991-2016 era.

Furthermore, given America’s large twin deficits, the Biden administration has given up on 
pursuing a strong-dollar policy. While it does not favor a weaker greenback as openly as Trump 
did, it certainly would not mind a currency shift that could restore US competitiveness and reduce 
the country’s surging trade deficit.  

To reverse income and wealth inequality, Biden favors large direct transfers and lower taxes for 
workers, the unemployed, the partially employed, and those left behind. Again, this is a policy 
that started under Trump, with the $2 trillion Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act and the $900 billion stimulus bill that passed in December 2020. Under Biden, the US 
has passed another $1.9 trillion stimulus package and is now considering $4 trillion of additional 
spending on infrastructure, broadly defined.

While Biden is pushing for more progressive taxation than Trump did, his administration’s ability 
to raise taxes is constrained. Hence, as under Trump, large fiscal deficits will again be financed 
mostly with debt that the Fed will be forced to monetize over time. Biden also will be channeling 
a public backlash against Big Business and Big Tech that started under Trump. His administration 
has already taken steps to curb corporate power through antitrust enforcement, regulatory 
changes, and eventually legislation. In each case, the goal is to reapportion some share of 
national income from capital and profits to labor and wages.

Biden has thus come out of the gate with a neo-populist economic agenda closer to Trump’s than 
to that of the Obama administration. But this doctrinal shift is not surprising. Whenever 
inequality becomes excessive, politicians – of both right and left – become more populist. The 
alternative is to let unchecked inequality become a source of social strife or, in extreme cases, 
civil war or revolution.

It was inevitable that the US economic-policy pendulum would swing from neoliberal to neo-
populist. But this shift, while necessary, will bring risks of its own. Massive private and public 
debts mean that the Fed will remain in a debt trap. Moreover, the economy will be vulnerable to 
negative supply shocks from de-globalization, US-China decoupling, societal aging, migration 
restrictions, the curbing of the corporate sector, cyber-attacks, climate change, and the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Loose fiscal and monetary policies may help to increase labor’s share of income for now. But, over 
time, the same factors could trigger higher inflation or even stagflation (if those sharp negative 
supply shocks emerge). If policies to reduce inequality lead to unsustainable increases in private 
and public debts, the stage could be set for the kind of stagflationary debt crisis I warned about 
earlier this summer.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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America's New Great-Power Strategy

By Joseph S. Nye, Jr.

Biden's Neo-Populist Economic Doctrine

By Nouriel Roubini
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dolescents and young people in Liberia matter. 
They matter because they make up an Aunprecedented 63 percent of the approximate 

4.6 million population and because they are the shapers 
and leaders of the country’s future. They matter 
because they have inherent human rights that must be 
fulfilled.

Yet, in a world of adult concerns, adolescents and 
young people are often overlooked. This tendency cries 
out for urgent correction because it imperils youth as 
well as economies and societies at large. 

 
Importantly, adolescence is a decisive age for boys 

and girls around the world. What transpires during an 
adolescent’s life especially a girl, shapes the direction 
of her life and that of her family. For many girls in 
Liberia, the mere onset of puberty that occurs during 
adolescence marks a t ime of heightened 

vulnerability—to leaving school, child marriage, early 
pregnancy, HIV, sexual exploitation, coercion, and 
violence. 

Adolescents and young girls are less likely than older 
women to access sexual and reproductive health care, 
including modern contraception and skilled assistance 
during pregnancy and childbirth. Many are 
underprivileged with limited knowledge about sexual 
and reproductive health issues. They cannot also make 
independent decisions about their health. Moreover, 
they often do not have access to health care that meets 
their specific needs.

Young people are our future
The largest global youth population in human history 

will have a profound effect on every aspect of our 
common future and can create a better world for all. 
The effect can be overwhelmingly positive if young 
people can develop their capabilities, have access to 
education and health, including sexual and 
reproductive health, and find opportunities to fulfill the 
promise of their lives through, for example, decent 
employment.

Obstacles that threaten a generation
 Despite evidence that the Government of Liberia is 

paying greater attention to youth through public policy 
initiatives, young people as a whole still confront many 
obstacles that keep them from safely moving into 
adulthood and entering the workforce. Many of them do 
not go to school, or if they do, they miss even minimum 
benchmarks for learning. 

Sexual and reproductive health and 
reproductive rights—which are pivotal to 
young people’s realization of their full 
potential—are limited because of large gaps in 
information and services. Adolescents, in 
particular, have less access to contraception, 
and STDs testing, counseling, and care.

Gender norms penalize young women by 
depriving them of equal opportunities for 
education, employment, and health care, and 
leaving them more vulnerable to human rights 
violations. Social pressures, in general, can be 
a strong impediment, such as by encouraging 
young girls to drop out of school to carry 
activities such as street vending to cater for 
family needs, putting them at further risks 

including sexual and gender based violence.
These obstacles can be complex, but they can all be 

overcome. Regardless of their stage of development, 
Liberia bears the responsibility to uphold the rights of 
adolescents and youth and help them establish 
foundations for their lives. 

 This includes equipping them with high-quality, 
relevant education, and comprehensive health care, 
encompassing all aspects of sexual and reproductive 
health. Youth need opportunities to earn a living and to 
participate in decisions that affect them. Given the 
disparities that persist in all societies, special efforts 
should reach groups marginalized on multiple fronts, 
such as age, gender, and ethnicity.

Making these investments in youth is the right thing 
to do. It is also smart, for many reasons. 

For example, investing in youth can enable 
developing countries including Liberia to 

 reap a demographic dividend, which can help reduce 
poverty and raise living standards.

 
Many of the countries with the largest portions of 

youth today are among the poorest in the world, but 
they are also on the cusp of a demographic transition 
that can yield the dividend. Transition begins as fertility 
and death rates start to fall, leaving fewer dependents. 
More people, proportionally, are in the workforce. The 
dividend comes as resources are freed for economic 
development and greater per-capita spending on higher 
quality health and education services. Economic growth 
takes off. A virtuous cycle begins where capabilities and 
opportunities continuously expand.

Making the most of the demographic dividend 
depends heavily on appropriate public policy choices 
and investments made before or during the 
demographic transition, when a country moves from 
high death and fertility to low death and fertility. 

 Acting now to secure a demographic dividend
We know what works; and it has worked-investing in 

the sexual reproductive health of adolescents and 
young people, especially girls, is the surest investment a 
country can make for its sustainable future. 

The provision of a gender-sensitive, age-
appropriate, and life skills-based Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education (CSE) to both in and out of school 
adolescents and youth holds the key. 

Since June 2016, UNFPA has been directly supporting 
the Government of Liberia through evidence-based 
advocacy for an enabling policy and program 
environment for young people to access sexual 
reproductive health and family planning information 
and services; gender-sensitive, age-appropriate, and 
life skills-based Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
(CSE) delivered to both in and out of school adolescents; 
community behavior change communication; 
sensitizing communities and awareness creation for 
community-driven action on promoting sexual 
reproductive health and family planning information 
and services for the very young adolescent; and 
capacity building of institutions and harmonized 
community structures to deliver quality youth-friendly 
sexual and reproductive health services including public 
health facilities, schools, existing youth centers, 
community safe spaces, and outreach posts especially 
in the Southeast (Grand Gedeh, River Gee, Maryland, 
Grand Kru) and Sinoe which was added in March 2021. 

The results of the first three years of this program, 
which is funded by the Embassy of Sweden have been 
tremendous with considerably increased retention in 

the number of girls in school, and reductions in teenage 
pregnancies as well as maternal and newborn deaths. 
According to the Liberia Demographic and Health 
Survey 2019-20, this reduction in teenage pregnancies is 
at 45 percent. 

Everywhere we went in this country, whether it was 
urban Montserrado or the remotest part of River Gee, 
the adolescents and young people’s aspirations and 
messages remained the same-opportunities that would 
allow them to become responsible and productive 
citizens of tomorrow. 

While we may be able to celebrate these results 
coming out of Grand Gedeh, River Gee, Maryland, Grand 
Kru counties, there is a dire need to ensure that every 
boy and girl is provided the same opportunity to make 
informed decisions when it comes to his or her sexual 
and reproductive health. 

On one of our many field visits in March this year, we 
met a group of adolescents in Fish Town, River Gee 
County who were so fascinated with the services they 
receive through the Youth Friendly Centers in the 
county. According to one of the adolescent girls, she 
would credit her ability to remain in school until Grade 
12 to her access to sexual and reproductive health 
information and services available through her school 
health club and the youth-friendly center respectively. 
In her own words, she has been able to avoid making the 
same mistakes as her two elder sisters who had to drop 
out of school as a result of unplanned pregnancies. We 
wonder how many more such testimonies we would have 
if the same opportunity is provided to every boy and girl 
throughout the country. 

The little investment we make today towards 
ensuring that girls go to and stay in school can have a 
tremendous impact on the future of our society. 

 
Now is the time for Liberia to intensify investment in 

the health, safety, and education of its adolescents and 
young people. Putting young people at the front and 
center of sustainable development is both urgent and 
non-negotiable. Prioritizing and investing in young 
people is of the utmost importance as it is the only way 
Liberia will meet its development agenda.

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund remains 
committed to facilitating and accelerating efforts to 

achieve the ‘Three Zeros’ of ending unmet 
needs for family planning; ending preventable 
maternal death, and ending gender-based 
violence and harmful practices in Liberia. 

Together, we can deliver a world where 
every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is 
safe, and every young person’s potential is 
fulfilled.

About the Author: 
Dr. Bannet Ndyanabangi, is the outgoing 

UNFPA Country Representative to Liberia 
(March 2019 - 07 August 2021).

Invest in Liberia’s young people and future generations
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Special       Article
By Dr. Bannet Ndyanabangi, Country 

Representative, UNFPA Liberia 

The Author, Dr. Bannet Ndyanabangi with a 
group of adolescents who have gathered to 

welcome him and a team from the Embassy of 
Sweden on a joint field mission to 

Southeastern Liberia.

The Author, Dr. Bannet Ndyanabangi with a 
group of adolescents who have gathered to 

welcome him and a team from the Embassy of 
Sweden on a joint field mission to 

Southeastern Liberia.
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US$604,263.39 which is in the 
budget line for 2020/2021  is a 
huge amount to have been used 
on the Rivercess road with any 
impact, stressing that the people 
of Rivercess have suffered of bad 
road for a very long time.

According to him, the road 
between Grand Bassa County and 
his county, is muddy and needs 

serious national attention.
“That the National Road Fund 

spent over half a million on the 
Rivercess road is offensive to our 
people. In fact, our name is now 
bad road and for few people to 
sit in Monrovia and create a 
figure that is so high without 
justifiable display of work done. 
Rehabilitation of road is not 

iver Cess County 
Senator Wellington RGeevon Smith has 

called on the General 
Auditing Commission to 
investigate the National Road 
Fund following report of 
alleged misappropriation of 
US$604,263.39 intended for 
road in his county.

Speaking at a news 
conference held in his office 
at the Capitol Building 
Tuesday, August 08, Senator 
Smith said government 
should investigate and 
subsequently audit full 
operations of the National 
Road Fund.

He  no ted  tha t  t he  

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

something that can be done in 
secret. We only have one 
major road connecting us and 
Grand Bassa County. The 
bridge constructed sometime 
a time ago was done during 
the administration of former 
President Ellen Johnson 
S i r l e a f  a n d  t h e  o n l y  
rehabilitation of road in that 
county was done when 
President George Manneh 
Weah went on a county tour 
and rehabilitation starts from 
Palm Bush Community to main 
street of our capital city, 
Cestos,” he explained.   

The senator wants those 
managing the National Road 
Fund to appear before the 
Senate  to  g ive  deta i l  
information relating to the 
amount and that his office is 
about to submit a formal 
complaint to the plenary of 
the Liberian Senate aimed at  
seeking further clarification.

The National Road Fund 
was enacted into law on 
December 12, 2016 and 
published on January 26, 
2017. A National Road Fund 
Office (NRFO) is within the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning (MFDP) 
1st floor room 61. The Office 
is responsible for the day to 
d a y  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
administration of the National 
Road Fund. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

takeholders in the 
technical vocation Seducation sector have 

revised Liberia’s TVET policy 
for the next five years, 
beginning from 2022 to 2027 in 
order to meet current day 
reality.

Review and subsequent 
adoption of the new five years 
policy was done recently 
following a one-day working 
session held in Monrovia.    

Dur ing the exercise,  
stakeholders reviewed the 
2015 TVET policy, which ran  
between September 2015 and 
December 2020, and 1st – 10th 
June 2021, respectively. 

They identified gaps in 
content and implementation 
of the 2015 TVET policy and 
how these gaps could be filled 
by focusing on the current 
economic environment and 
labour market skills needs to 
further strengthen the TVET 

system here.
B o t h  m i s s i o n s  w e r e  

commissioned by the United 
N a t i o n s  E d u c a t i o n a l ,  
Sc ient i f ic  and Cultural  
Organization (UNESCO) at the 
request of the Government of 
Liberia.

The aim is to improve the 
governance and regulatory 
framework of the TVET sector 
by creating an enabling 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  
acquisition of employable 
skills for the world of work by 
all categories of learners, 
including youth, adults, the 
unemployed, and persons with 
disability (PWD).

It also seeks to create a 
robust, yet flexible human 
capacity development system 
that is open to the changing 
needs of the labour market 
and produce a highly skilled 
workforce that gears to make 
Liberian industries, products, 
and services increasingly 

competitive in local, regional, 
and global markets.

The one-day meeting was 
also attended by the Regional 
Advisor for Higher Education and 
ICT at UNESCO, Abuja Regional 
Office, Mr. Abdoulaye Salifou, 
who spoke on behalf of Dr. 
Dimitri Sanga, Director of 
UNESCO Regional Office for West 
Africa.

Mr. Salifou congratulated the 
Liberian government and the 
Inter-Ministerial Task Force 
(IMTF) on TVET for prioritizing 
education and TVET in the face 
of the many developmental 
challenges facing the country.

He recalled that in March 
2014, within the framework of 
the Capacity Development 
(CapED) programme, the 
Gove rnment  o f  L i be r i a ,  
UNESCO, World Bank, EU and 
other development partners had 
a consultation and validated the 
National TVET policy 2015-2020.

He indicated that the 
drafting, development and 
validation of the national TVET 
operational plan for the period 
culminated in the validation of 
the TVET legislation in July 2016 
that is now awaiting enactment 
into law. 

Mr. Abdoulaye Salifou noted 
that youth unemployment which 
includes underemployment and 
vulnerable employment is a 
major issue that could have 
serious consequences for social 
stability, national security and 
development for any country.

 Depu ty  M i n i s t e r  f o r  
Administration at the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, Mrs. Audrain 
Smith-Forbes also lauded 
Liberia’s development partners 
for their continuous support 
towards the development of 
Liberia, especially in the area of 
TVET. 

“I want to in a very special 
manner appreciate UNESCO for 

eligious leaders in 
Maryland County Rhave joined the 

ongoing campaign against 
s p r e a d  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  
e d u c a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
residents and churches on the 
need to observe health 
protocols prescribed by the 
Ministry of Health. 

The religious leaders, who 
had been trained by Partners 
In Health and the Maryland 
County Health Team, on 
Sunday, August 1, 2021 visited 
va r i ou s  chu r che s  and  
religious centers in Harper, 
Maryland County Electoral 
d i s t r i c t # 1 ,  t e l l i n g  
worshippers to keep wearing 
nose  masks,  regu lar ly  
washing hands, and get 
vaccinated.

In July, Partners In Health 
supported the Maryland 
County Health Team to 
conduct outreaches with 
religious and youth leaders as 
w e l l  a s  c o m m e r c i a l  

motorbike riders aimed at 
increasing awareness of COVID-
19 and promoting infection 
prevention control measures. 

They provided information on 
signs and symptoms of the virus 
as well as which health facilities 
to visit when a person falls ill, 

including safety and efficacy 
of vaccination. 

Participants also agreed to 
enter a social contract to 
protect themselves, their 
families and communities 
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Senator wants Road Fund audited

Religious leaders take COVID-19 
awareness to churches 

By Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County

Stakeholders 
revise TVET policy

Participants in a group photo during The Policy Review 

Sen. Wellington Geevon Smith 

Women leader Madam Elizabeth Jackson
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h e  e x e c u t i v e  
director of People TActions Network or 

PAN Rufus Neufville has 
pledged to give 150,000 
Liberian dollars to students 
earning high marks in the 
upcoming West African 
Examina t i on  Counc i l ’s  
exams.

WAEC Monrovia Office 
recently suspended the 
exams indefinitely after 
about eight of its staff 
reportedly went missing 
onboard the sunken vessel 

Niko Ivanko six (6) nautical 
miles off the shore of Marshall 
City, Margibi County on 
Saturday, July 17m 2021.

Mr. Neufville, a former 
lawmaker and diplomat, 
made the pronouncement 
Monday, August 2, 2021 when 
he paid a courtesy call to 
WEAC Monrovia Office in 
Oldest Congo Town.

According to him, his 
visitation was to sympathize 
and express condolences to 
the institution for the lost of 
eight of its staff who went 
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missing some two weeks ago 
onboard the vessel that was 
headed for Maryland County, 
Southeast Liberia. The staffers 
were carrying examination 
papers to the region to be 
administered.

Mr. Neufville noted that WAEC 
has played a pivotal role in the 
transformation of the country, 
and been a strong partner to 
growth and development adding 
that their lost is such a disaster, 
saying, “Our mission here today 
is to inform them that we are 
sadden by their lost.”

"We also want to pledge the 

amount of LRD150,000 to 
students who will stride for 
academic excellence”, he said 
a n d  a d d e d  t h e  a m o u n t  
represents cash award to 
students who will top the exams 
that will be administered at a 
new timetable yet to be 
announced.

The student with the highest 
score in the 12th grade category 
will receive 75,000 Liberian 
dollars, while the other top 
scorer in the 9th grade will get 
40,000 Liberian dollars, while 
student with the highest score in 

6th grade will also receive 
20,000 Liberian dollars and 
the highest scorer from the  
3rd grade will get 15,000 
Liberian dollars, respectively, 
he added.

He noted whi le the 
payment of WASSCE fees by 
President George Weah 
remains historic, and laudible 
that alone can't transform the 
educational sector of the 
country. “It's against this 
backdrop that we have to 
make this pronouncement 
p e r m a n e n t  f o r  e v e r y  
academic year; the students 
with the highest score in each 
category will receive this 
amount.”

Neufville explained the 
People Action Network is a 
n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  
organization that is involved 
with advocating for the vast 
majority of Liberians.

When  qu i z zed  what  
prompted his organization to 
make such pronouncement, 
he said when people are in 
trouble or are going through 
bereavement, it is good to 
identify with them, saying 
that’s why we’re calling on 
e v e r y  
m e a n i n g f u l  
citizen to stop 
by and identify 
with WEAC.

" We  a l s o  
w a n t  o u r  
s tudents  to  
p e r f o r m  
better, usually 
w h e n  y o u  
announced a 
cash prize in 
a n y  
competition, 
people always 
p e r f o r m  
be t te r " ,  he  
a d d e d .  -
E d i t i n g  b y  
J o n a t h a n  
Browne

More headline news   More headline newsMore headline news   More headline news

The Willie, Nyanfore, Dortu and Kojo families with deep sorrow 
announce funeral rites over the remains of the late Horatio Bobby 
Willie, Sr., affectionately called Bobby, former Public Information 
Officer at the Liberia Telecommunications Authority and former 
Assistant Minister for Public Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as follows: 
On Wednesday 4 August a candlelight vigil will be held at the Sacred 
Heart Cathedral on Broad Street beginning at 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Funeral services will take place at the St. Moses Funeral Parlor 
Chapel on the Somalia Drive on Thursday 5 Augustat 9:00 a.m. and 
followed by interment at the Kaiser Memorial Lawn in Brewerville 
City.
The late Horatio Bobby Willie, Sr. passed away on 13 July at the 
J.F.K. Memorial Medical Hospital following a period of illness. 
Bobby leaves to mourn hisloss hiswidow,MictriciaKojo Willie, his 
children, Horatio Bobby Willie, Jr., HorineTaloh and Jewel; sisters, 
SemaG. Tulay, Vivian S. Freeman, Patricia Ocran, Precious S. Willie, 
aunties, uncles, nephews, nieces, a host of other relatives and friends 
in Liberia and abroad.
This announcement was brought in by Jenkins Dortu and 
Michael Kojo, uncle and father-in-law on behalf of the families.

Funeral Announcement
 of Late 

Note: As per the  safety measures put in place by the government in an effort  to 
Combat this deadly covid19 virus  ? the funeral home will allow maximum 20 
persons in the chapel at once for the service and viewing of the body.

August 1, 2021

Horatio Bobby Willie, Sr.

Announcement 
A reputable printing press is seeking marketers 
to market its printing services. Interested 
applicants should be able to seek for contracts / 
attract customers. Salaries are negotiable.

Interested applicants should address their 
applications to:

T h e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  S e a r c h l i g h t  
Communications Inc., / NewDawn, U.N. Drive
Monrovia, Liberia
Email: Info@thenewdawnliberia.com

Daily   Daily   

Mr. Rufus Neufville
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Rufus Neufville pledges LRD 150,000 
for performing students

By Lewis S Teh 

Cont’d from page 6

its continuous efforts to ensure that the 
governing, managing and the efficiency 
of the TVET systems in Liberia are met,” 
she lauded. 

“Again, let me also thank the French 
Development Agency through the 
International Institute for Cooperation 
and Development (IECD), Merci Corps, 
the European Union, the Swedish 
Government for the ‘Youth Rising 
Project’ implementation by UNIDO and 
other partners for the strategies and 
interventions aiming to revitalize the 
Liberia TVET system,” she expressed. 

Speaking on behalf of Youths and 

Stakeholders revise
Sports Minister D. Zeogar Wilson, she 
pointed out that the TVET delivery 
system is fragmented amongst several 
government ministries and agencies 
with different governance and 
management practices.

“We are hopeful that the challenges 
of funding will not be encountered 
during the implementation of the 
Revised TVET Policy (2022-2027) and 
the policy will solve the problems,” 
Deputy Minister Smith-Forbes added. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne 
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es  membres  du  
parlement libériens Lont l’air de ne pas se 

sentir concernés par la lutte 
contre le trafic d’êtres 
humains, c’est en tout cas ce 
que croit l'ambassadeur des 
États-Unis au Libéria, Michael 
McCarthy.

Po u r  l e  d i p l o m a t e  
amér i ca in ,  l e  s i l ence  
assourdissant des législateurs 
libériens sur le trafic d’êtres 
humains pendant que les 
p o u v o i r s  e x é c u t i f  e t  
judiciaire se cassent la tête 
p o u r  m e t t r e  f i n  a u  
p h é n o m è n e  i n d i q u e  
clairement que cela ne fait 
pas partie de leurs priorités, 
ce qui risque de mettre en 
péril l’assistance des Etats-
Unis qui vaut des millions de 
dollars.

« L'échec à apporter ces 
changements - ou même à 
s'engager sérieusement dans 
une conversation sur un 
amendement - met en danger 
l'aide américaine au Libéria 
qui vaut des millions de 
dollars », a déclaré lundi 
m a t i n  l ' A m b a s s a d e u r  
McCarthy au Temple de la 

Amb. McCarthy presents Bench - Book on TIP to Chief Justice Korkpor

justice lors de la remise d’un 
cahier d’audience qui guidera 
les juges et les magistrats lors 
des procès relatifs au trafic 
d’êtres humains.

Ce manuel, élaboré par le 
Bureau de Perfectionnement, 
d’Assistance, et de Formation 
des Magistrats  Etrangers  
(OPDAT) du Département 
Américain de la Justice, 
constitue l ’essentiel  des 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  l é g a l e s  e t  
réglementaires, ainsi que les 
bonnes pratiques en matière de 

lutte contre les stupéfiants. 
Ce document permettra 
d’harmoniser à l’échelle 
nationale, la réponse des 
unités de police judiciaire et 
des juridictions en charge de 
la répression du trafic d’êtres 
humains.

L’Ambassadeur McCarthy 
estime que les pouvoirs 
exécutif et judiciaire ont la 
volonté de relever le défi de 
front, à en juger par 
l'engagement des procureurs 

Le nouveau directeur de 
mission de l'USAID, Jim 
Wright, et la nouvelle 
directrice de pays du Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) Rachel 
Idowuont été reçus par 
l'ambassade des États-Unis à 
Monrovia.
Selon un communiqué de 
presse, M. Wright est un 
ancien officier du service 
extérieur qui apporte au 
Libéria plus de 30 ans 
d'expérience. Il a eu à gérer 
d e s  p r o g r a m m e s  d e  
développement international 
et de secours dans plus de 10 

pays à travers le monde, dont 
trois en Afrique de l'Ouest.
Il était plus récemment le 
directeur de mission de l'USAID 
au Timor-Leste, où il a dirigé la 
mission dans le renforcement 
des institutions démocratiques, 
l'expansion de la croissance 
économique inclus ive et  
l'amélioration des services de 
santé.
Le communiqué indique que M. 
Wright a prêté serment devant 
l'administrateur de l'USAID, 
Samantha Power, qui l'a décrit 
comme un professionnel du 
développement accompli, 
connu pour son engagement 

indéfectible envers la mission 
de l'USAID d'aider les pays du 
monde entier à développer 
leurs économies, à mettre fin 
à l'extrême pauvreté et à 
construire des institutions 
démocratiques.
Le Dr Idowu a commencé sa 
carrière au CDC en 2012 en 
tant que responsable du 
service de renseignement 
épidémique. Elle a ensuite 
aidé le Libéria, le Ghana et la 
Zambie à mettre en place des 
plateformes nationales pour 
les services de santé publique 
et a soutenu la réponse du 
Libéria lors de l'épidémie 
d'Ebola en Afrique de l'Ouest 
de 2014 à 2015.
Elle a également été la 
p r e m i è r e  c o n s e i l l è r e  
technique du CDC auprès du 
Centre africain de contrôle et 
de prévention des maladies 
(CDC Afrique) après avoir 
contribué à sa conceptionet à 
son lancement. Le Dr Idowu 
est certifié en santé publique 
et en médecine préventive 
générale. Elle a suivi une 
formation en chirurgie 
générale et en médecine de 
soins intensifs à la faculté de 
médecine de l'Université 
Vanderbilt, où elle est 
également membre auxiliaire 
du corps professoral.

C’est un véritablement ouf de soulagement pour les usagers de la 
route Somalia Drive, devenue aujourd'hui « Japan Freeway », dans 
la banlieue densément peuplée de Monrovia à Gardnersville, avec 
l'inauguration officielle de la voie à 4 chaussées et longue de 13,2 
kilomètres,qui réduira considérablement les embouteillages, tout 
en favorisant les échanges et le commerce.

Le projet initialement estimé à 89 millions de yens japonais, soit 1 
million de dollars américains, avait été officiellement signé en 2012 
sous l'administration de l'ex-présidente Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. La 
route a été inaugurée officiellement par le président George 
Manneh Weah le lundi 26 juillet 2021 en marge de la célébration du 
174eanniversaire de l’indépendance du Libéria.

Ce n’est pas la coïncidence historique de la journée elle-même qui 
est importante, mais les immenses avantages économiques dont les 
Libériens et les partenaires commerciaux étrangers ont déjà 
commencé à récolter, dont la liberté de mouvement, l'accès rapide, 
la livraison rapide des biens et de services, qu’il faut applaudir.

Incontestablement, la route est l'un des principaux atouts 
économiques qui stimulent le commerce et l’économie. La route 
réhabilitée et transformée en quatre voies, (deux voies de part et 
d’autre du béton permettant aux usagers, y compris les remorques 
et autres camions lourds, de circuler de manière aisée), est une 
première au Libéria. Elle répond aux normes internationales.

Nous disons merci au gouvernement et au peuple chaleureux du 
Japon pour avoir financé à eux seuls le projet en guise de cadeau au 
gouvernement et au peuple du Libéria. 

Ce geste, exécuté par l'intermédiaire de l'Agence japonaise de 
coopération internationale ou JICA, contribuera non seulement à 
cimenter les liens cordiaux déjà existants entre le Libéria et le 
Japon, mais à maintenir le lien fort d'amitié des peuples des deux 
pays.

Cependant, maintenant que la « Japan Freeway » est ici, nous, 
Libériens ordinaires et même le gouvernement du Libéria, avons 
notre propre rôle à jouer dans le maintien de ce grand bijou. La 
route, comme toute infrastructure, traverse une période de 
déchirure et d'usure ou de dépréciation, par conséquent, la 
nécessité d'un entretien régulier est indispensable. 

Cela signifie que les usagers de la route et le ministère des Travaux 
publics, l'organe gouvernemental chargé de surveiller ces 
installations publiques, devraient faire tout ce qui est 
humainement possible pour maintenir la route en bon état.

L'euphorie qui accompagne l’inauguration de la route pourrait 
céderla place à une déception générale si les remorques 
défaillantes et les camions lourds en panne commencent à 
occasionner des embouteillages et des risques d'accidents qui 
auraient pu être évités simplement par l’interdiction de ces engins 
d’emprunter cette voie pour maintenir la fluidité de la circulation.

Les conducteurs sont également avertis. La nouvelle route n’est pas 
une carte blanche pour conduire de manière imprudente et 
excessive au détriment des vies humaines et des biens. Une 
conduite responsable exige le respect scrupuleux des panneaux de 
signalisation, des règles et du contrôle technique des véhicules.

La division de circulation de la Police nationale du Libéria a un rôle 
clé à jouer dans cette entreprise. Elle doit continuer de jouer son 
rôle dans d'autres régions du pays. La présence d'agents de police de 
la circulation à chaque intersection le long de la route est 
importante. Il faut contrôler les conducteurs imprudents, les engins 
à trois roues et à deux roues.

En bref, nous voulons que cette importante infrastructure publique 
devienne un atout plutôt qu'une malédiction pour le peuple du 
Libéria. Par l’entretien efficace et l’utilisation appropriée de la « 
Japan Freeway », nous pouvons encourager nos partenaires 
étrangers à faire davantage pour promouvoir le programme de 
développement de ce pays.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

« Japan Freeway » apporte 
un soulagement significatif
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La lutte contre la traite des êtres humains n'est 
pas une prioritépour les parlementaires libériens

De nouveaux patrons de 
l'USAID et du CDC pour le Libéria
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EW DELHI – Lors du sommet du G7 qui s’est 
tenu le mois dernier, l’Inde s’est jointe aux Nautres signataires, du Canada à la Corée du 

Sud et à l’Union européenne, pour affirmer sa « 
conviction » du bien-fondé « des sociétés 
ouvertes, [des] valeurs démocratiques et [du] 
multilatéralisme ». La déclaration affirme 
l’attachement des mêmes signataires aux règles 
et aux normes internationales, concernant, 
notamment, « la liberté d’expression, à la fois en 
ligne et hors ligne » et considère les « 
interruptions d’Internet pour des motifs 
politiques » comme une menace pesant sur la 
liberté et la démocratie. À l’aune de cette 
définition, il n’est plus possible de voir dans l’État 
indien un modèle des valeurs démocratiques.

Le potentiel d’Internet en tant que force 
d’émancipation est connu, y compris de la 
population indienne. Durant la deuxième vague 
de la pandémie de Covid-19, qui fut terrible, les 
Indiens ont utilisé, face à l’échec des services 
publics, des plateformes de médias sociaux 
comme Twitter et WhatsApp pour répartir leurs 
ressources.

Les Indiens se sont également servis de ces 
plateformes pour organiser les soutiens aux 
protestations contre les réformes controversées 
du secteur agricole et contre la réforme de la loi 
sur la citoyenneté. Mais le Bharativa Janata Party 
(Parti du peuple indien – BJP) au pouvoir a jugé 
que ces pratiques n’étaient pas acceptables et le 
gouvernement du Premier ministre Narendra Modi 
a régulièrement coupé les accès au réseau, sous 
prétexte de « garantir la sécurité publique ».

Depuis l’arrivée au pouvoir du BJP, en 2014, 
l’Internet a été coupé à 521 reprises, pas moins. 
Ces coupures n’étant qu’un instrument assez 
fruste, le gouvernement tente à présent d’établir 
une  su rve i l l ance  p lu s  cohérente  du  
fonctionnement d’Internet dans le pays, grâce au 
Règlement sur les technologies de l’information 
(Information Technology – Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code – Rules, 
2021).

Ce règlement, entré en vigueur au mois de février, 
sans véritable consultation de la population ni 
débat parlementaire, octroie au gouvernement 
indien de vastes pouvoirs de suppression des 
contenus en ligne. L’État fédéral peut ainsi 
contraindre les plateformes technologiques à 
supprimer des messages ou des vidéos jugées 
séditieuses, haineuses, trompeuses, ou portant 
atteinte à la souveraineté et à l’intégrité du pays.

Ce règlement exige aussi que les entreprises de 
médias sociaux nomment des cadres résidant en 
Inde, passibles de condamnation en cas de non-
respect de leurs obligations. Le point le plus 
controversé est peut-être l’astreinte faite aux 
services de messagerie de mettre en place une « 
traçabilité » de toutes les communications 
circulant sur leur réseau, c’est-à-dire de casser le 
chiffrement de bout en bout que des plateformes 
comme WhatsApp et Signal fournissent à leurs 
utilisateurs.

Bien sûr, le gouvernement indien affirme agir avec 
les meilleures intentions du monde : il s’agit de 
faire reculer la criminalité et de protéger les 
femmes et les enfants en ligne. En réalité, c’est 
exactement l’inverse qui survient. En s’attaquant 
au chiffrement de bout en bout, le gouvernement 
fait peser une menace sur la sécurité de toute la 
population indienne, notamment sur les plus 

vulnérables.

Le chiffrement est le moyen le plus efficace et le 
plus facilement exploitable de garantir la sécurité 
des utilisateurs d’Internet et le respect de leur vie 
privée. Le chiffrement de bout en bout, grâce 
auquel seul le destinateur et le destinataire du 
message peuvent le décrypter et le lire, est la règle 
d’or de la sécurité en ligne. L’affaiblir ou le casser, 
c’est augmenter les risques d’utilisation 
délictueuse, de surveillance illégale et d’abus, par 
conséquent menacer tant la sécurité des personnes 
que la sécurité nationale. Le débat n’est pas de 
savoir s’il faut privilégier le respect de la vie privée 
sur la sécurité : le gouvernement sacrifie l’une et 
l’autre.

Ce nouveau règlement a été, on s’en doute, 
vivement critiqué. Twitter, dont les bureaux indiens 
ont été perquisitionnés par la police au mois de mai, 
après que la plateforme a qualifié des tweets d’un 
représentant du gouvernement de « manipulation » 
a dénoncé des « mesures abusives et dangereuses ».

WhatsApp s’est pour sa part pourvue en justice 
contre le gouvernement indien, arguant que 
l’exigence de traçabilité est incompatible avec le 
chiffrement de bout en bout. L’entreprise ne 
pouvant pas savoir à l’avance quels messages 
devront être enregistrés et surveillés, elle devra 
désormais, comme l’expose la plainte, identifier 
l’origine de tous les messages circulant sur sa 
plateforme.

Enfin, cette réglementation, affirme la plainte, est 
anticonstitutionnelle, car elle porte atteinte à la vie 
privée sans répondre aux obligations fixées par un 
arrêt de la Cour suprême de légalité, de nécessité et 
de proportionnalité. D’autres actions en justice 
contre la clause de traçabilité reprennent ces 
arguments.

Les entreprises du secteur technologique ne sont pas 
les seules à s’opposer à la nouvelle réglementation 
des technologies de l’information. Trois rapporteurs 
spéciaux des Nations Unies – sur la promotion et la 
protection du droit à la liberté d’opinion et 
d’expression, sur les droits à la liberté de réunion 
pacifique et à la liberté d’association et sur le droit à 
la vie privée – ont instamment demandé au 
gouvernement indien de retirer, de revoir ou de 
reconsidérer les aspects de cette réglementation. 
Telles qu’elles sont écrites, affirment les 
rapporteurs spéciaux, ces règles ne respectent pas 
les normes internationales concernant les droits 
humains, inscrites dans le Pacte international relatif 
aux droits civils et politiques, que l’Inde a ratifié en 
1979.

Le courrier des rapporteurs relève aussi que le 
langage ambigu dans lequel sont formulées les 
nouvelles règles laisse la porte ouverte à des 
violations des droits. Et les experts font valoir 
qu’avec tous les risques que font courir à la sécurité 
et à la vie privée les exigences de traçabilité, il n’est 
même pas certain qu’elles soient efficaces.

En tant que démocratie la plus peuplée de la 
planète, l’Inde est généralement considérée comme 
l’un des « décideurs numériques » de la scène 
mondiale lorsqu’il s’agit de débattre des normes 
cyber. Mais les décisions prises par le gouvernement 
Modi concernant l’Internet démentent directement 
la déclaration signée le mois dernier. L’Inde ne peut 
jouer sur les deux tableaux.

Le point de vue ici exprimé est personnel et 
n’exprime pas les positions de l’Internet Society.

FrançaisFrançais
Libéria dans ce combat.

L’ambassadeur reconnait 
cependant que beaucoup reste à 
faire, de la fourniture d'un 
financement suffisant pour les 
services d'aide aux victimes à 
l'augmentation du nombre 
d'enquêtes, de poursuites et, 
surtout, de condamnations.

Le juge en chef du Libéria, 
Francis S. Korkpor, qui a reçu le 
don, a déclaré que le manuel 
guidera les juges et les 
magistrats ici dans la lutte 
contre la traite des êtres 
humains. Il a remercié le 
gouvernement américain.

 « Je sais que cela améliorera 
les connaissances de nos 
magistrats et de nos juges face à 
la question de la traite des êtres 
humains. À la Cour suprême, 
nous sommes toujours prêts à 
travailler avec vous. Nous avons 
besoin de tout le soutien du 
pouvo i r  j ud i c i a i r e  pou r  
améliorer le travail que nous 
faisons ici », a-t-il déclaré.

 "Ce livre ira très loin dans le 
traitement de la question de la 
traite des êtres humains qui, je 
l 'ai dit, est relativement 
nouvelle dans notre pays", a 
ajouté le juge en chef Korkpor. Il 
a remercié l'ambassadeur des 
États-Unis et le gouvernement et 
le peuple des États-Unis « pour 
ce travail magnifique ».

 Il a décrit la traite des êtres 
humains comme une menace 
pour le Libéria, car elle vise en 
particulier les groupes les plus 
vulnérables. Selon le juge en 
chef, le rapport du département 
d'État américain montrait qu'une 
grande partie de la population 
rurale est victime de la traite 
vers la zone urbaine et qu'une 
fois ici, il n'y a aucun contrôle.

« Ils peuvent partir d'ici et 
aller dans les pays voisins et dans 
d'autres parties du monde. 
Aujourd'hui, le problème de la 
traite des êtres humains est 
relativement nouveau au 
Libéria. Quand je dis nouveau - 
en termes de traitement, en 
termes de loi qui lui est 
applicable, et tout cela », a-t-il 
déclaré.

 Le juge en chef Korkpor a 
rappelé que c'est en 2005 qu'une 
loi a été adoptée concernant la 
traite des êtres humains, puis en 
2012, il y a eu un amendement à 
c e t t e  l o i ,  p o r t a n t  
spécifiquement sur la question 
de la traite des personnes.

 « Depuis ce temps, je pense 
que le Libéria a fait des progrès 
constants au fil des ans. C'est sur 
la base des progrès réalisés par 
tous les acteurs de la société 
civile, du ministère de la 
Justice, du pouvoir judiciaire 
que le Libéria avait été retiré de 
la liste de surveillance du 
gouvernement américain », a 
déclaré le juge en chef Korkpor.

 Plus tôt, la directrice 
nationale par intérim de l'OIDD.

et des juges à cette cause, 
vue leur partenariat avec 
l'OPDAT et l'accueil qu’a 
réservé le ministère de la 
J u s t i c e  au  c on se i l l e r  
judiciaire américain.

Il n’a pas cependant caché 
sa déception face au manque 
d’intérêt et de volonté 
p o l i t i q u e  d u  p o u v o i r  
législatif, qui, selon lui, 
année après année, n’a fourni 
aucun effort véritable dans le 
cadre de la lutte contre le 
trafic d’êtres humains.

L’Ambassadeur McCarthy a 
rappelé qu’il y a des années, 
un rapport sur le trafic 
d’êtres humains a fait état de 
la nécessité de procéder à de 
simples changements, à 
savoir amender la loi de 2005 
sur la traite des êtres 
humains.

"Bien que je ne veuille 
spéculer sur la raison de cette 
inaction, j 'appel le les  
législateurs à accorder une 
priorité aux besoins de leur 
pays et à s'engager dans un 
effort sérieux pour réformer 
la loi", a exhorté l'envoyé 
américain.

Il prévient que le Libéria 
est de retour sur la liste de 
surveillance de niveau 2 selon 
le rapport sur le trafic d’êtres 
humains, d’où la nécessité de 
redoubler d’effort pour 
réaliser et maintenir des 
progrès dans la lutte contre 
ce fléau.

A en croire le diplomate 
américain, le rapport sur le 
t r a f i c  d ’ ê t r e s  
humainspropose un plan 
d'action clair, l'une des 
principales recommandations 
étant de « former les agents 
des forces de l’ordres et les 
autorités judiciaires à 
l'identification, à l'enquête et 
au procès des cas de traite en 
vertu de la loi anti-traite de 
2005 ».

Selon lui, l'Organisation 
internationale de droit du 
développement est  un 
partenaire essentiel qui veut 
aider le gouvernement du 
Libéria dans la lutte contre le 
trafic.

To u j o u r s  s e l o n  M .  
M c C a r t h y ,  a v e c  l e  
financement du Bureau des 
affaires internationales des 
stupéfiants et de l'application 
des lois, l’OPDAT a développé 
des programmes et des 
supports de formation utiles, 
dont le manuel de procédure 
judiciaire pour les juges dont 
il a fait don le lundi 2 août.

 Il a remercié toute 
l ' é q u i p e  d e  l ’ O P D AT  
représentée par la directrice 
nationale par intérim Teresa 
Mugadza qui ,  avec la  
d i r e c t r i c e  n a t i o n a l e  
DorahMafabi, a été l'un des 
alliés les plus puissants du 
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leaving them to think that the 
government doesn’t care.

They carried banners during 
the protest which initially 
appeared peaceful in the 
premises of the Temple of 
Justice and at the entrance of 
the LNP Headquarters, but it 
later turned violent as police 
tried to disperse the crowd. 

Prior to the violence, some of 
the protesters had crossed the 
police barricade and were 
holding Islamic prayers at noon 
in the premises of the LNP 
headquarters. Initially police 
tolerated some of those seeking 
to hold prayers beyond the 
police barricade, but as the 
number increased, the police 
could no longer allow the 
protesters in, asking them to 
remain where they were.

In events leading to the 
violence, the protesters had 
besieged the grounds of the 
Temple of Justice, the entrance 
of the Liberia National Police 
headquarters and some even 
occupied the main street leading 
to the Capitol Building and 
obstructed movement of  
vehicles, demanding justice and 
speedy trial over the death of 
Sheriff.

Soon things went helter - 
skelter as protesters tried to 
resist police orders to disperse, 
and several tear gas canisters 
were launched to disperse the 
crowd. In their demand for 
justice and speedy trial of those 
allegedly involved in the 
encounter with the late Sheriff, 
the protesters vowed to remain 

o l i c e  l a u n c h e d  
teargas Tuesday, 3 PAugust in Monrovia 

to disperse protesters hours, 
after a group besieged 
premises of the Temple of 
Justice and the entrance of 
the Liberia National Police 
( L N P )  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
demanding justice and 
speedy trial over the death of 
a truck driver Alieu Sheriff 
following an encounter with a 
police officer recently along 
the newly dedicated Japan 
Freeway on the outskirt of 
the capital.

Prior to his demise, traffic 
police reportedly pulled the 
late Sheriff over to address 
issues with the truck he was 
driving, but the protesters 

believe that his death 
resulted from scuffle with 
three police officers. A series 
of protests have been held by 
his kinsmen since the 
incident, but Tuesday’s 
protest saw a lot of partakers 
walking from Japan Freeway, 
formerly Somalia Drive, to 
the LNP Headquarters, 
c a l l i n g  f o r  s p e e d y  
investigation into the death 
of Sheriff.

According to family 
members of the late Sheriff, 
he was allegedly flogged by 
officers of the LNP when he 
went to ask them to release 
his truck. Since the incident, 
the protesters claimed, 
nobody from the government 
or LNP has visited the family, 

in the street until they can get 
justice.

Mr. Mark Jabateh, one of 
the leaders of the protesters, 
assured his kinsmen that 
justice would prevail, but 
noted, “if justice [doesn’t] 
prevail on the other side, it 
will prevail on the other 
side.”

“If you believe in me, if you 
respect me, I want you to 
keep silent, sit and wait for 
us. We are in [a] meeting with 
the Internal Affairs Minister, 
we are in [a] meeting with the 
police and uh, the hierarchies 
of the police,” Jabateh said.

He added that they want to 
make sure that police 
brutality will stop, and that 
they also will make sure that 
“even the international 

community, they will get 
concerned about Liberia 
[very] soon.”

Internal Affairs Minister 
Varney Sirleaf said the matter 
regarding the late Sheriff has 
reached the attention of 
President George Manneh 
Weah, saying the President 
has ordered that the matter 
be looked into speedily. 

Mr. Sirleaf assured that 
there will be transparency in 
the investigation, adding that 
the investigation will be 
speedy and just, cautioning 
that this cannot be done “in 
the midst of rioting.”
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Police teargas protesters  
Bridgett Milton
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GOOD LEGACY SOCIAL & ATHLETIC ORGANIZATION SAYS:

Let’s Prevent the spread of                                                      NOW!
By Following the Health Regulations 

bringing all citizens together, 
including executives or heads 
of political parties in the 
country to brainstorm as to 
how we can strategically end 
corruption and impunity in the 
country,” Gonquoi  said. 

Additionally, he said the 
stakeholders’ consultation will 
enable EFFL to determine if its 
first revolutionary action will 
be legal or substantial political 
action.

Recently, EFFL leadership 
breached and locked up the 
Leg is lature,  demanding 
lawmakers to restitute the 
US$30,000 received by each 
the so that it can be directed 
to the health sector to help 

the country speedy recovery of 
the country from the rise of the 

Cont’d from page 12
Legislature risks

with a shared goal to stop 
community transmission.

Viola Karanja, deputy 
execut ive  d i rector  fo r  
Partners In Health Liberia 
explained, “People listen 
more to their spiritual leaders 
and that is why we have 
advocated to go through them 
to spread the word on COVID-
19”. 

County Health Officer Dr. 
George Methodius, added 
“though we have our risk 
communication team and 
community health workers, 
health starts in the community 
and people believe those in 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y,  m o s t  
especially the religious 
leaders. When we involve the 
religious community, they can 
go to the congregation and tell 
people COVID-19 is real”.

After the training, a group 
of 12 religious leaders 
volunteered to visit various 
churches and mosques to 
speak to their congregations 
on the need to observe COVID-
19 safety protocols and to also 
get vaccinated. 

The religious leaders 
divided themselves into three 
groups with each group asked 
to visit a minimum of four 
churches every Sunday to 
speak to worshippers.

According to Elizabeth 
Jackson, women president at 
the Evangelical St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, “Some of 
the churches really love the 
idea and have started 
observing the teaching of the 
protocols to their members.” 

She continued, "I have also 
learnt a lot myself; I never 
knew much about hand 
washing and the nose mask 
and I wasn't using that method 
but now I do it." 

Maryland County in recent 
weeks, has experienced a rise in 
COVID-19 cases, as Liberia goes 
through a third wave of the 
pandemic. 

County Health Officer Dr. 
George Methodius, attributes 
t he  s u r ge  t o  enhanced  
surveillance. 

“We are moving into the 
community, encouraging people 
to do voluntary testing and 
through that we were able to 
pick up more cases from the 
community. We have a very 
robust health system in 
Maryland and we are trying our 
best to test all our patients that 
present signs and symptoms”.

For her part, Viola Karanja, 
PIH-Liberia deputy executive 
director said  the involvement of 
religion leaders and providing 
churches needed preventive 
materials like  buckets and nose 
masks will help in curtailing 
spread of the virus. 

Director Karanja assured 
citizens that the County Health 
Team together with Partners In 
Health will continue to support 
religious and youth leaders to 
spread information about 
COVID-19 protocols and putting 
in place measures for reliable 
public health information 
through various platforms.

In an effort to provide daily 
health care services to patients 
in and out of the county, PIH 
recently graduated 16 Global 
Action In Nursing Fellows.

The initiative conducted in 
collaboration with the county 
health team was first of its kind 
since GAIN extended its nurse 
training and mentorship model 
from Malawi to Liberia and 
Sierra Leone in 2020, with 
Partners In Health (PIH) as 
implementing partner. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

Religious leaders 
Cont’d from page 6
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to support their pandemic 
recovery and achieve resilient 
and sustainable growth”, Ms. 
Georgieva said.

One key option is for members 
that have strong external 
positions to voluntarily channel 
part of their SDRs to scale up 
lending for low-income countries 
through the IMF’s Poverty 
Reduction and Growth Trust 
(PRGT). Concessional support 
through the PRGT is currently 
interest free. The IMF is also 
exploring other options to help 
poorer and more vulnerable 
countries in their recovery 
efforts. 

A new Res i l ience  and 
Sustainability Trust could be 
considered to facilitate more 
resilient and sustainable growth 
in the medium term, a release 
said.

IMF Managing Director  
Kristalina Georgieva submitted a 
proposal for a general allocation 
of Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) 
equivalent to US$650 billion to 
the Board of Governors for its 
approval on Friday, July 9.

The proposal made a case for 
an allocation of US$650 billion 
(about SDR 456 billion), based on 
an assessment of IMF member 
countries’ long-term global 
reserve needs.

It also included measures to 
enhance the transparency and 
accountability in the reporting 
and use of SDRs while preserving 
the reserve asset characteristic 
of the SDR.

The general allocation would 
help many EMDCs that are 
liquidity constrained smooth 
needed adjustment and avoid 
distortionary policies while 
providing scope for spending on 
crisis response and vaccines.

The proposal by the IMF 
Managing Director follows the 
Executive Board discussion of 
the general allocation of SDRs on 
June 25 and its formal support of 
the proposal on July 8.

On June 25, the Executive 
Board discussed a proposal for a 
historic US$650 billion general 
allocation of SDRs to address the 
long-term global need to 
supplement existing reserve 

MF Board of Governors 
on Monday August 2, Iapproved a general 

allocation of Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) equivalent to 
US$650 billion (about SDR 456 
billion) to boost global 
liquidity. 

The money which is 
expected to be distributed 
among members’ countries 
through allocations will be 
based on their (countries) 
existing quotas in the IMF.

, Liberia would get US$350 
based on its 0.05% quota in 
the Fund and its portion 
would be used to boost its 
reserve, support economic 
growth, and the fight against 
covid-19 thru vaccines.

“This is a historic decision 
– the largest SDR allocation in 
the history of the IMF and a 
shot in the arm for the global 
economy at a time of 
unprecedented crisis, IMF 
Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva said.

“The SDR allocation will 
benefit all members, address 
the long-term global need for 

reserves, build confidence, 
and foster the resilience and 
stability of the global 
economy. It will particularly 
help our most vulnerable 
countries struggling to cope 
with the impact of the COVID-
19 crisis,” she continued.

“The general allocation of 
SDRs will become effective 
on August 23, 2021. The 
newly created SDRs will be 
credited to IMF member 
countries in proportion to 
their existing quotas in the 
Fund,” the IMF Managing 
Director added.

About US$275 billion 
(about SDR 193 billion) of the 
new allocation will go to 
emerging markets and 
deve l op i ng  coun t r i e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  l o w - i n c o m e  
countries.

“We will also continue to 
engage actively with our 
membership to identify 
viable options for voluntary 
channeling of SDRs from 
wealthier to poorer and more 
vulnerable member countries 

assets.
Approval of the general 

allocation of SDRs requires 
s u p p o r t  b y  m e m b e r s  
representing an 85 percent 
majority of the total voting 
power of SDR Department 
participants (currently all IMF 
members).

The Board of Governors 
voted on the proposal on 
Monday, August 2, 2021. Once 
approved, the allocation is 
expected to be implemented 
by end-August (during the 
current Eleventh Basic 
Period).

Liberia’s usage of fund if 
approve

Liberia is expected to use 
its portion of the money-
US$350 million for three 
purposes: to boost up Liberia 
reserve. This is one of the 
main reasons for which the 
allocation has been made; to 
support economic growth thru 
m a j o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
investment t in the post 
COVID Era and to support 
Fight against COVID thru 
vaccinations and; to liquidate 
both domestic debt as a form 
of economic stimulus and to 
pay down some debt to the 
IMF.

The Liberian Government 
led by the Ministry of Finance 
Development Planning will 
also be expected to negotiate 
with the IMF for the usage of 
the money. 

The funding amount would 
be given to the Central Bank 
of Liberia and the non-reserve 
portion on-lent to the fiscal 
authority.

Key dates about Liberia 
and the IMF

Liberia join the IMF on 
March 2, 1962

It has a SDR quota of 25.4 
million.

Special Drawing Rights of 
136.9 million.

Background
The Articles of Agreement 

r e q u i r e  p e r i o d i c  
consideration and decisions 
on SDR a l locat ions  or  
cancellations in consecutive 
basic periods of normally five 
years. The Managing Director 
must make a proposal to the 
Board of Governors no later 
than six months before the 
end of each basic period 
regarding a general allocation 
or cancellation for the next 
basic period if the conditions 
under the Articles are met. If 
there is no proposal for an 
allocation (or cancellation) at 
that point, the Managing 
Director can bring the issue of 
a general allocation or 
cancellation of SDRs before 
the Executive Board for 
further discussion, if and 
when appropriate, during the 
course of the basic period. 
The Board of Governors or the 
Executive Board may also 
request that the Managing 
Director make proposals at 

any t ime. The current 
Eleventh Basic Period is 
scheduled to end on December 

31, 2021, and the Twelfth Basic 
Period will commence on 
January 1, 2022.
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IMF governors approve US$650 Billion 

ig boost for residents 
of PHP Community in Bcentral Monrovia, as 

the Government of Liberia this 
week breaks ground for the 
construction of a modern 
recreational center there.

The center is to be 
specifically constructed along 
Redemption Road in the 
community that exists inside 
the Barclay Training Center, a 
former military barracks 
where 13 officials of the 
toppled government of slain 
president William R. Tolbert 
were executed by firing squad 
on poles immediately after the 

April 12, 1980 coup.
Making the disclosure late 

Sunday, August 1, 2021 to 
residents at the opening of a 
o n e  d a y  c o m m u n i t y  
engagement tournament 
organized under the auspices 
o f  t h e  M o n r o v i a  c i t y  
government, the Minister of 
State Without Portfolio Trokon 
Kpui said President George 
Weah is expected to break 
grounds on Thursday for what 
is expected to be one of the 
biggest recreation facilities 
that is expected to contain 

basketball court, soccer pitch, 
gymnasium, and playgrounds, 
amongst others. 

M o n r o v i a  C i t y  M a y o r  
Jefferson T. Koijee said the 
project is a million dollar facility 
sponsored by partners, saying 
"We encourage all to embrace it 
to the fullest, and together we 
can tell our stories better 
because our history is endowed 
with some harsh and cherished 
moments indeed.”

Speaking at the occasion late 
Sunday, he said the refreshing 
sea breeze will reinvigorate the 
cherished atmosphere that will 

give the facility sort of outlook 
never imagined.

"We can change or rewrite our 
history by giving all a fresh 
thought and beautiful scenery as 
is being done on these historical 
grounds”, he said.

Koijee noted the Monrovia 
city government remains 
excited to be one of the entities 
leading the effort and expressed 
optimism about enormous 
benefit the project will bring to 
the city and young people. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Govt. to break grounds for 
recreation center in PHP community

By Lewis S Teh 
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The group through its 
Commander - in- Chief, 
Emmanuel Gonquoi told this 
paper in an interview Tuesday, 
3 August 2021 that they are 
h o l d i n g  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
consultation with civil society 
o rgan i za t ions ,  s tudent  
groupings,  women and 
marketers and ordinary 
citizens to brainstorm on their 
q u e s t  t o  t e s t  t h e  
independence of the judiciary 
here.

He said EFFL seeks to file a 
l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Legislature to restitute 
US$3.6 million recently 
received by lawmakers for 
legislative engagement and 
accessibility, and [to also 
demand] the establishment of 
the war and economic crimes 
court in Liberia.

Gonquoi said  the time for 
a stronger, substantial  
political action is next door 
which seeks to bring an end to 
the culture of impunity and 
corruption in the Liberian 
society.

" T h e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
consultation meeting aims at 

CMYK

iberia’s Legislature 
risks being sued by a Llocal group seeking 

restitution of over US$3m 
disbursed among lawmakers 
he re  f o r  “ Leg i s l a t i ve  
Engagement,” in the wake of 
c o n t i n u i n g  p u b l i c  
condemnation of that branch 
of government for its action.

The Economic Freedom 
Fighter of Liberia (EFFL) 

which recently locked the 
entrance of the Capitol in 
protest against the disbursement 
of US$30,000 with each of the 
lawmakers, says it is consulting 
s takeho lder s  to  a  lega l  
revolutionary action against the 
54th Legislatures to restitute the 
money.

EFFL also sees its planned 
legal  action against the 
Legislature as a test of the 
independence of the judicial 
system here.

Legislature risks lawsuit over US$3.6m chopping

By Lincoln G Peters 
(Contributors)
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