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police’s action

Johnson & Johnson 
jabs ready
-Health Minister discloses 
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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

outh Sudan's vice 
president Riek Machar Shas been ousted as 

head of his party and its 
armed forces, say rival 
leaders who accused the 
rebel-turned-politician of no 
longer representing their 
interests. 

Machar, a pivotal figure in 
South Sudan's bloody road to 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
subsequent civil war, was 
deposed following a three-
day gathering of senior 
SPLM/A-IO leaders in the 
country's far north, the 
party's military wing said.

Its chief of staff, First 
Lieutenant General Simon 
Gatwech Dual, was declared 
inter im leader of  the 
opposition movement that 
governs the troubled country 
in a shaky alliance with 
former enemies. 

It is unclear what the 
putsch means for Machar, a 
wily leader who survived 
years of bush warfare, close 
attempts on his life and 
stretches in exile.   

The military wing said 
Machar had "completely 
failed" to show leadership and 
greatly weakened the party's 

position in the post-war 
coalition government formed 
between the warring sides in 
early 2020. 

Machar had engaged in a 
years-long "policy of divide and 
rule" and favoured nepotism 
over unity or advancing their 
cause, according to a statement 
signed by the SPLM/A-IO 
military leadership and dated 
August 3."As a result, the 
meeting saw there was no 

President Salva Kiir.
But the pair fell out and 

Machar was sacked two years 
later. Troops loyal to each man 
turned their guns on each 
other, and South Sudan 
descended into five years of 
horrific bloodshed. 

In 2018 -- after a string of 
failed peace accords and 
violated ceasefires -- a fresh 
truce paused the fighting that 
left nearly 400,000 South 
Sudanese dead. 

Under that arrangement, 
Machar entered another unity 
government as deputy to Kiir 
in February 2020. 

option rather than to come up 
with the decision and finally 
prompted to declare the 
denouncement of Dr Riek 
Machar Teny Dhurgon from the 
chairmanship of the SPLM/A-
IO," the statement said.AFP 
has sought comment from 
Machar's spokesman in Juba. 

He served as vice president 
in South Sudan's first post-
independence government 
alongside his old rival, 

odies with gunshot 
wounds and hands Btied behind their 

backs have washed up in a 
river in Sudan that borders 
Ethiopia, a doctor has told 
the BBC.

Dr Tewodros Tefera and 
other witnesses believe the 
victims came from Ethiopia's 
Tigray region, where rebels 

are fighting the government's 
army.Sudanese police are 
reported to have retrieved a 
total of 28 corpses.

The Ethiopian government 
says fake news is being spread 
about a possible massacre in the 
border city of Humera.

Dr Tewodros told the BBC that 
dozens of people are still trying 
to cross the river at Humera, 

where there has been 
increasing reports of ethnic 
violence.

The Ethiopian medic, who 
fled from Tigray to Sudan in 
November when the conflict 
began, said that on Monday he 
saw 10 bodies that had been 
pulled from the River Setit, 
which is known as Tekeze in 
Tigray.The male and female 
corpses had probably been in 
the water for at least seven 
days,  according to Dr  
Tewodros, who now works in a 
refugee camp in Hamdayet, 
w h e r e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
Ethiopians are living.

"The bodies are badly 
rotten and very difficult to 
identify... but there was one 
man with a tattoo with a very 
common Tigrinya name 
'Gidey'," he added.

The doctor said new 
arrivals to the refugee camp 
told staff of mass arrests by 
pro-government militias from 
the neighbouring region of 
Amhara in Ethiopia.

These allegations have not 
been verified by the BBC.

But distrust lingered and 
cracks soon appeared, as key 
provisions of the peace accords 
went unfulfilled.   

As the process drifted Machar 
faced growing opposition within 
his own ranks, with top cadres 
complaining they had lost out 
under the power-sharing 
arrangement struck with the 
ruling party. The political 
disunity comes as South Sudan 
faces economic disaster and its 
worst hunger crisis since 
independence, with tens of 
thousands of people enduring 
famine-like conditions in the 
world's youngest nation. VOA

ambia's opposition 
l eader  Haka inde  ZHichilema has said 

police have blocked him from 
accessing Mbala and Mpulungu 
towns in the north.

He tweeted photos of the 
late night incident saying he 
would not leave and was 
willing to spend the night in his 
car before proceeding to the 
towns.

Mr Hichilema - who is 
challenging President Edgar 
Lungu in next week's election - 
said he was asked to produce a 
permit and was not told which 

Fighting has escalated 
since June when the rebels, 
made up of the Tigray People's 
Liberation Front (TPLF) and its 
allies, recaptured much of 
Tigray in an offensive.

Since then authorities 
around the country have been 
mobilising to join the fight, 
which is active on several 
fronts.Aid workers trying to 
access Tigray have faced 
attacks and a blockade.

The UN's humanitarian 
chief has hit out at officials 
who accuse aid workers of 
being biased in favour of - and 

exact permit was required.
The candidates in the 

upcoming polls were directed 
to hold door-to-door campaigns 
and not the usual rallies 
because of coronavirus.

Large crowds have however 
been spotted in towns where 
both the opposition and ruling 
party candidates have visited.

Mr Hichilema, who has 
unsuccessfully contested for 
presidency five times, said the 
government had been using 
security forces to intimidate 
opposition supporters. BBC

even arming - rebels in Tigray.
Martin Griffiths, who has just 

completed a six-day tour of the 
country, said such accusations 
were "dangerous" and had to 
stop.The TPLF has been 
d e s i g n a t e d  a  t e r r o r i s t  
organisation by Ethiopia's 
central government, but the 
party says it is the region's 
legitimate ruling party.The 
TPLF fell out with the prime 
minister over his political 
reforms, though its capture of 
federal military bases in Tigray 
was the catalyst for November's 
invasion. BBC Advertise with us!Advertise with us!

Rival Leaders: South Sudan's 
VP Machar Deposed by Party

Riek Machar was a pivotal figure in South Sudan's bloody 
road to independence and subsequent civil war.

Police block Zambia's 
opposition leader's entourage

Ethiopia's Tigray crisis: Bodies 
wash up in Sudan's border river

Many thousands of Tigrayans have fled over the 
river into Sudan since November
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AMBRIDGE – During the four decades of 
the Cold War, the United States had a Cgrand strategy focused on containing 

the power of the Soviet Union. Yet by the 
1990s, following the Soviet Union’s collapse, 
America had been deprived of that pole star. 
After the September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, US President George W. Bush’s 
administration tried to fill the void with a 
strategy that it called a “global war on terror.” 
But that approach provided nebulous 
guidance and led to long US-led wars in 
marginal places like Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Since 2017, the US has returned to “great-
power competition,” this time with China.

As a grand US strategy, great-power 
competition has the advantage of focusing on 
major threats to America’s security, economy, 
and values. While terrorism is a continuing 
problem that the US must treat seriously, it 
poses a lesser threat than rival great powers. 
Terrorism is like jujitsu, in which a weak 
adversary turns the power of a larger player 
against itself. While the 9/11 attacks killed 
more than 2,600 Americans, the “endless 
wars” that the US launched in response to 
them cost even more lives, as well as trillions 
of dollars. While President Barack Obama’s 
administration tried to pivot to Asia – the 
fastest growing part of the world economy – 
the legacy of the global war on terror kept the 
US mired in the Middle East.

A strategy of great-power competition can 
help America refocus; but it has two 
problems. First, it lumps together very 
different types of states. Russia is a declining 
power and China a rising one. The US must 
appreciate the unique nature of the threat 
that Russia poses. As the world sadly 
discovered in 1914, on the eve of World War I, 
a declining power (Austria-Hungary) can 
sometimes be the most risk-acceptant in a 
conflict. Today, Russia is in demographic and 
economic decline, but retains enormous 
resources that it can employ as a spoiler in 
everything from nuclear-arms control and 
cyber conflict to the Middle East. The US 
therefore needs a Russia strategy that does 
not throw that country into China’s arms.

A second problem is that the concept of great-
power rivalry provides an insufficient alert to 
a new type of threat we face. National 
security and the global political agenda have 
changed since 1914 and 1945, but US strategy 
currently underappreciates new threats from 
ecological globalization. Global climate 
change will cost trillions of dollars and can 
cause damage on the scale of war; the COVID-
19 pandemic has already killed more 
Americans than all the country’s wars, 
combined, since 1945.1

Yet, the current US strategy results in a 
Pentagon budget that is more than 100 times 
that of the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and 25 times that of the National 
Institutes of Health. Former US Treasury 
Secretary Lawrence H. Summers and other 
economists recently called for the 
establishment of a $10 billion annual Global 
Health Threats Fund, which is “miniscule 
compared to the $10 trillion that governments 

have already incurred in the COVID-19 crisis.”

Meanwhile, US policymakers are debating how 
to deal with China. Some politicians and 
analysts call the current situation a “new Cold 
War,” but squeezing China into this ideological 
framework misrepresents the real strategic 
challenge America faces. The US and the Soviet 
Union had little bilateral commerce or social 
contact, whereas America and its allies trade 
heavily with China and admit several hundred 
thousand Chinese students to their universities. 
Chinese President Xi Jinping is no Stalin, and the 
Chinese system is not Marxist-Leninist but 
“market Leninist” – a form of state capitalism 
based on a hybrid of public and private firms 
subservient to an authoritarian party elite.

In addition, China is now the largest trade 
partner to more countries than the US is. 
America can decouple security risks like Huawei 
from its 5G telecommunications network, but 
trying to curtail all trade with China would be 
too costly. And even if breaking apart economic 
interdependence were possible, we cannot 
decouple the ecological interdependence that 
obeys the laws of biology and physics, not 
politics.

Since America cannot tackle climate change or 
pandemics by itself, it has to realize that some 
forms of power must be exercised with others. 
Addressing these global problems will require 
the US to work with China at the same time that 
it competes with its navy to defend freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea. If China links 
the issues and refuses to cooperate, it will hurt 
itself.

A good great-power-competition strategy 
r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l  n e t  a s s e s s m e n t .  
Underestimation breeds complacency, while 
overestimation creates fear. Either can lead to 
miscalculation.

China is the world’s second-largest economy, 
and its GDP (at market exchange rates) may 
surpass that of the US by the 2030s. But even if it 
does, China’s per capita income remains less 
than a quarter that of the US, and the country 
faces a number of economic, demographic, and 
political problems. Its economic growth rate is 
slowing, the size of its labor force peaked in 
2011, and it has few political allies. If the US, 
Japan, and Europe coordinate their policies, 
they will still represent the largest part of the 
global economy and will have the capacity to 
organize a rules-based international order 
capable of shaping Chinese behavior. That 
alliance is at the heart of a strategy to manage 
China’s rise.

As former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
argues, the objective for great-power 
competition with China is not total victory over 
an existential threat, but rather “managed 
strategic competition.” That will require 
America and its allies to avoid demonizing 
China. They should instead see the relationship 
as a “cooperative rivalry” that requires equal 
attention to both sides of the description at the 
same time. On those terms, we can cope 
successfully, but only if we realize that this is 
not the great-power competition of the 
twentieth century.

EditorialEditorial
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A tragedy that nobody 
wants to take blame for 
IT IS VERY ludicrous but sadly regrettable that the Liberia 
Maritime Authority (LiMA) says current investigation into the 
July 17, 2021 sinking of the vessel Niko Ivanko six (6) nautical 
miles off the shore of Marshall City, Margibi County is not to 
determine liability or to hold people accountable but to avoid 
future reoccurrence. 

WE FIND IT incomprehensible that the government agency 
responsible for maritime affairs in the country would want to 
brush over a tragedy that has left almost a dozen persons fear 
dead over two weeks since the incident transpired under the 
pretext of preventing similar marine incident in the future. 
How can such incident be avoided in the future without the 
ongoing investigation holding people or institution 
accountable?

WE BEG TO differ with the LiMA boss, Commissioner Lenn 
Eugene Nagbe on the way he's proceeding with the 
investigation. From the Liberia Maritime Authority to the 
Management of the Freeport of Monrovia and the company 
that operates the dilapidated Niko Ivanko in Liberian waters: 
Someone should be held to account for what happened that led 
to loss of lives and properties valued hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions.

THE LIMA CONTROLS the waters of Liberia and everything that 
sails on its hence, for that institution to relegate facts and 
circumstances that led to the fatal sinking of a vessel that 
should be under its watch seems to indicate it is attempting to 
vindicate itself of any responsibility as an authority, 
particularly when it had disclosed the vessel was not licensed 
to sail.

THIS SHOULD NOT be the case at all. Instead, the probe should 
be inclusive and exhaustive in order to dig out all of the facts to 
allow the chip to fall wherever regardless, who's involved. 

COMMISSIONER NAGBE ANNOUNCED last week through a press 
release the hiring of a certified maritime investigator Rishi 
Mehrotra to probe the tragedy with a view of preventing such 
thing in the future. Some reports say a Ghanaian national has 
been brought into the country to conduct the investigation.  

 AT LEAST 12 persons, including a Chinese captain were 
reportedly rescued from the sunken vessel with three bodies 
recovered since the incident. The fact of the matter is the 
vessel took off right before the eyes of authorities at the 
Freeport of Monrovia. It is also reported the Government of 
Liberia had onboard transformers and light poles that were 
destined for Harper City, Maryland County.

IT IS THE very government that is investigation itself to come 
up with findings and perhaps recommendation to prevent 
future reoccurrence. Commissioner Nagbe had said   "The LMA 
wishes to state that the subject vessel was detained and not 
allow to sail, and this vessel was at no time authorized or 
permitted to carry passengers or operate as a passengers 
vessel."

BUT THIS WAS exactly what occurred on Saturday, July 17, 
2021 when the Niko Ivanko loaded at the Freeport of Monrovia 
and sailed off before subsequently sinking into deep waters.

THESE CIRCUMSTANTIAL PIECES of evidence clearly point that 
people and institutions should be held to account. They should 
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America's New Great-Power Strategy

By Joseph S. Nye, Jr.
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ELBOURNE – I’m writing from Victoria, the Australian state that became, in 
1970, the first jurisdiction in the world to make it compulsory to wear a seat Mbelt in a car. The legislation was attacked as a violation of individual 

freedom, but Victorians accepted it because it saved lives. Now most of the world 
has similar legislation. I can’t recall when I last heard someone demanding the 
freedom to drive without wearing a seat belt.

Instead, we are now hearing demands for the freedom to be unvaccinated against 
the virus that causes COVID-19. Brady Ellison, a member of the United States 
Olympic archery team, says his decision not to get vaccinated was “one hundred 
percent a personal choice,” insisting that “anyone that says otherwise is taking away 
people’s freedoms.”

The oddity, here, is that laws requiring us to wear seat belts really are quite 
straightforwardly infringing on freedom, whereas laws requiring people to be 
vaccinated if they are going to be in places where they could infect other people are 
restricting one kind of freedom in order to protect the freedom of others to go about 
their business safely.

Don’t misunderstand me. I strongly support laws requiring drivers and passengers in 
cars to wear seat belts. In the US, such laws are estimated to have saved 
approximately 370,000 lives, and to have prevented many more serious injuries. 
Nevertheless, these laws are paternalistic. They coerce us to do something for our 
own good. They violate John Stuart Mill’s famous principle: “the only purpose for 
which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, 
against his will, is to prevent harm to others.” The fact that the coercion is for the 
individual’s own good is “not a sufficient warrant.”

There is a lot to be said for this principle, especially when it is used to oppose laws 
against victimless acts like homosexual relations between consenting adults or 
voluntary euthanasia. But Mill had more confidence in the ability of members of 
“civilized” communities to make rational choices about their own interest than we 
can justifiably have today.

Before seat belts were made compulsory, governments ran campaigns to educate 
people about the risks of not wearing them. These campaigns had some effect, but 
the number of people who wore seat belts came nowhere near the 90% or more who 
wear them in the US today (with similar or higher figures in many other countries 
where not wearing them is an offense).

The reason is that we are not good at protecting ourselves against very small risks of 
disaster. Each time we get into a car, the chance that we will be involved in an 
accident serious enough to cause injury, if we are not wearing a seat belt, is very 
small. Nevertheless, given the negligible cost of wearing a belt, a reasonable 
calculation of one’s own interests shows that it is irrational not to wear one. Car 
crash survivors who were injured because they were not wearing seat belts 
recognize and regret their irrationality – but only when it is too late, as it always is 
for those who were killed while sitting on their belts.

We are now seeing a very similar situation with vaccination. Brytney Cobia recently 
posted on Facebook the following account of her experiences working as a doctor in 
Birmingham, Alabama:

“I’m admitting young healthy people to the hospital with very serious COVID 
infections. One of the last things they do before they’re intubated is beg me for the 
vaccine. I hold their hand and tell them that I’m sorry, but it’s too late. A few days 
later when I call time of death, I hug their family members and I tell them the best 
way to honor their loved one is to go get vaccinated and encourage everyone they 
know to do the same. They cry. And they tell me they didn't know. They thought it 
was a hoax. They thought it was political. They thought because they had a certain 
blood type or a certain skin color they wouldn’t get as sick. They thought it was ‘just 
the flu.’ But they were wrong. And they wish they could go back. But they can’t.”

The same reason justifies making vaccination against COVID-19 compulsory: 
otherwise, too many people make decisions that they later regret. One would have 
to be monstrously callous to say: “It’s their own fault, let them die.”

In any case, in the COVID era, making vaccination compulsory doesn’t violate Mill’s 
“harm to others” principle. Unvaccinated Olympic athletes impose risks on others, 
just as speeding down a busy street does. The only “personal choice” Ellison should 
have had was to get vaccinated or stay at home. If the International Olympic 
Committee had said that only vaccinated athletes can compete, that would have 
freed thousands of athletes from a heightened risk of infection, and would have 
justified overriding Ellison’s desire to compete without being vaccinated.

For the same reason, rules announced last month in France and Greece requiring 
that people going to cinemas, bars, or traveling on a train show proof of vaccination 
are not a violation of anyone’s freedom. This past February, when the Indonesian 
government became the first to make vaccination mandatory for all adults, the real 
tragedy was not that it was violating the freedom of its citizens, but that richer 
countries did not donate the vaccines it needed to implement the law. As a result, 
Indonesia is now the epicenter of the virus and tens of thousands of unvaccinated 
Indonesians have died.
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ONDON – What are we to make of the reshuffling of relations and shifting alliances in 
the Middle East? Diplomacy has gained momentum among bitter foes; cracks have Lappeared among close friends. Regional powers like Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, and 

Egypt are recalibrating their foreign policies and restoring relations with estranged 
neighbors. The United States and Russia have renewed their regional rivalry, and China has 
entered as a new competitor.

These shifting geopolitics could make the Middle East the scene of a fierce and truly global 
competition. But they also could defuse regional rivalries, by bringing together countries 
that historically loath one another. Much will depend on the main factors behind the new 
realignments: America’s regional retrenchment, China’s rise, and the COVID-19 
pandemic’s adverse impact on already weak regional economies.

US President Joe Biden has made it clear that the Middle East is not a foreign-policy priority 
for his administration. Whereas former President Donald Trump built an anti-Iran coalition 
led by Saudi Arabia and Israel, Biden has sought to distance himself from Saudi Arabia, not 
least by ending US support for the war in Yemen. His administration has resumed diplomacy 
to restore the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, from which Trump withdrew the US in 2018, and it has 
kept Turkey and Egypt (two of Trump’s favorites) at arm’s length.

With the complete US withdrawal from Afghanistan this month, Biden has made it clear 
that the US is disengaging from the region’s cold wars as it pivots to Asia and China. Across 
the Middle East, there is a widespread belief that America is no longer a real partner. 

Moreover, while America pulls back, China is increasingly making its presence known in the 
region. In March, it concluded a major agreement with Iran, promising $400 billion of 
investment over the next 25 years in exchange for steady shipments of oil and gas. On a tour 
through Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and Oman the same 
month, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi affirmed his country’s commitment to the region’s 
security and stability. In an obvious dig at the US, he said that China will oppose foreign 
interventions and act as an honest broker in resolving persistent conflicts in the region.

Wang also dangled the prospect of a Chinese free-trade agreement that would bring tens of 
billions of dollars in investment opportunities, by linking China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
with local development projects. This kind of economic sweetener resonates widely in the 
Middle East, where youth-unemployment rates, poverty levels, and other economic 
indicators were dismal long before the pandemic. Over the past 18 months, COVID-19 has 
exacerbated already severe social crises in many countries.

Under these conditions, it is little wonder that regional dialogue and diplomacy are making 
a comeback. Most local rulers understand that regime security depends more on satisfying 
the needs of the population than on sectarian incitement and hatred of the “other.” Hence, 
last April, Saudi Arabia and Iran held secret talks to discuss how to end the conflict in 
Yemen, where a Saudi-led coalition has been fighting a war against Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels since March 2015.

Saudi Arabia has also reconciled with Qatar (which maintains friendly relations with Iran), 
after having severed all links with its neighbor in June 2017. In a powerful gesture of 
rapprochement last April, Saudi Arabia’s King Salman formally invited Qatar’s emir, Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, to visit his country.

As a further sign of the broader political reshuffling, the Saudis have also normalized 
relations with Iraq (an Iranian ally), thus ending three decades of mutual estrangement and 
hostility. And after years of conflict with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad (another close 
Iranian partner), Saudi officials recently held secret talks with their Syrian counterparts in 
Damascus, leading to reports that an agreement on diplomatic normalization may be 
forthcoming.

Iran, too, may be on the verge of improving ties with its neighbors, particularly the UAE. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif reportedly plans to visit the UAE soon, 
after having returned from a diplomatic charm tour through Qatar, Iraq, Kuwait, and Oman 
in April.

But most important is the possibility of an Iranian-Saudi rapprochement. Although Iran’s 
moderate president, Hassan Rouhani, is on his way out, the hardliner who will replace him, 
Ebrahim Raisi, says he sees “no obstacles” to establishing diplomatic relations with the 
Kingdom. A restoration of ties would curtail the civil strife and proxy wars in Syria and 
Yemen – two of the greatest humanitarian crises in the world today – and also might bring 
stability to politically and religiously divided countries like Iraq and Lebanon.

Finally, like Saudi Arabia and Iran, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has gone on a 
diplomatic offensive to mend his country’s strained ties in the region, particularly vis-à-vis 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. After almost coming to violent blows over Libya last year, Turkey 
now wants to improve economic relations with Egypt and other regional and global powers.

These recent regional realignments can be explained by changing assessments of the 
balance of power and converging interests. America’s retrenchment has forced regional 
powers to attend to their own security by mending fences. Regional leaders increasingly 
recognize that there is nothing to gain from pouring gasoline on a raging fire, as Trump did. 
Through international diplomacy led by America, Europe, China, Russia, and Japan, the 
Middle East can continue on its current path of de-escalation.

Could the international community broker an agreement for a new inclusive security 
architecture and nuclear weapons-free Middle East, or at least support and encourage the 
regional dialogue and conflict management that is emerging there? It is no longer wishful 
thinking to imagine so. Endless conflict may mark the Middle East’s past; but it is not the 
region’s settled destiny.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2020.   www.project-syndicate.org
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Why Vaccination Should be Compulsory

By Peter Singer

Morning in the Middle East?

By Fawaz A. Gerges



resident George 
Manneh Weah has Psent a message of 

congratulations to the 
Government and People of 
Burkina Faso on the occasion 

h e  B o a r d  o f  
Directors of the TInternational Center 

for Journalists (ICFJ) has 
named Sharon Moshavi, a 
longtime executive with the 
organization, as president 
effective Sept. 7. Moshavi 
will replace Joyce Barnathan, 
who is retiring after more 
than 15 years at the helm.

Moshavi, currently ICFJ’s 
senior vice president of new 
initiatives, has played a 
p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  
organization’s tremendous 
growth and impact during a 
t ime of  both mass ive 
u p h e a v a l  a n d  n e w  
opportunities for news media 
across the globe. In the face 
of these challenges, ICFJ 
empowers journalists to 
produce trustworthy news in 
the public interest.

“Sharon has proved herself 
to be the best person to 
become president of ICFJ,” 
s a i d  M i chae l  Go l den ,  
chairman of the board. “She 
was a key leader in creating a 
strategy that has been so 
highly successful during the 
past two years. She has shown 
her leadership with a 
remarkab le  reco rd  o f  
creating innovative programs 
and securing funding for new 
initiatives.”

Moshavi will step in for 
Barnathan, who announced 
her retirement in early 2020 
but stayed on as president to 
help steer the organization 
through  the  COVID-19  
pandemic. “Joyce has been 
the most successful president 
in ICFJ’s history,” Golden 
said. “The organization has 

st
marking the 61  Independence 
Anniversary of that sisterly 
Republic.

The West African state of 
stBurkina Faso celebrates its 61  

independence anniversary on 

more than quadrupled in size 
under her leadership, and we 
have developed the most 
extensive global network of 
journalists in the world.”

Moshavi joined ICFJ in 2007 as 
its first digital media director 
and quickly moved up to become 
senior vice president, focusing 
on new project design, partner 
cultivation and innovation. 
Previously, she worked at the 
John S. and James L. Knight 

F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  a s  a n  
international correspondent for 
more than a decade, based in 
New Delhi, Jerusalem and Tokyo.

Moshav i  des i gned  and  
implemented some of ICFJ’s 
most cutting-edge work. Early 
on, she pioneered citizen 
journalism networks in Malaysia 
and Egypt and connected them 
with news outlets. She directed 
ICFJ’s first global research 
project – a survey of technology 

Thursday, August 5, 2021.
In his message to Mr. Roch 

Marc Christian Kaboré, 
President of the Republic of 
Burkina Faso, President Weah 
on behalf of the Government 
and People of the Republic of 
Liberia, and in his own name 
e x t e n d e d  h e a r t f e l t  
congratulations and best 
wishes through him to the 
Government and people of 
the Republic of Burkina Faso.  

”As Liberians join you to 
commemorate this historic 
occasion, I look forward to 
strengthening the bilateral 
t ies already subsist ing 
between our two countries for 
the mutual benefit of our two 
peoples, President Weah 
stated. 

The Liberian leader further 
prayed that the Almighty God 
will continues to endow 
President Kaboréwith his 
manifold blessings as he leads 
his fellow compatriots to 
sustain peace and prosperity. 

in newsrooms in 14 languages 
– and spearheaded the 
creation of a research arm 
aimed at setting the agenda 
for 21st-century journalism.

S h e  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  
innovative programming to 
help journalists embrace 
d ig i ta l  t ransformation,  
combat misinformation and 
launch start-ups.  Most 
recently, she helped develop 
I C F J ’s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

response to the COVID-19 
pandemic: a highly successful 
global reporting forum that 
connects journalists with 
experts, resources and each 
other to better cover the 
biggest story of our lifetimes.

“Every day we see just 
what an essential role 
journalists play in our 
democracies and our lives,” 
said Moshavi. “I’m inspired by 
the incredible work they do, 
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Pres. Weah congratulates Burkina Faso
intend to select at least one 
surgical doctor from the 
hospital “to come here to 
Valencia and teach him those 
surgical techniques we are 
going to do this week.”

The coming of the surgical 
mission has been delayed due 
to the pandemic.

The organization has 
already secured and stored at 
the hospital materials and 
equipment worth more than 
50,000 Euros ---- that is around 
$60,000 --- for the Monrovia 
intervention.

Post-war Liberia lacks 
specialists including urologists 
and many see the coming of 
the team as a blessing.

D r.  R u b i o  B r i o n e s  
emphasized that as part of the 
understanding surrounding the 
training opportunities the 
group is offering nurses and 
doctors at the St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, those benefiting 
must agree to serve the 
hospital for at least five years 
following the training.

“We oblige them to sign a 
fidelity contract with the 
hospital; so they have to be 
working for that hospital at 
least five years [after] our 
teaching and program to avoid 
people leaving that project 
once they are skilled for those 
surgeries,” he said.

This, he said, is “to ensure 
that our effort is worthwhile; 
in other parts of Africa, it has 
worked, sometimes it hasn’t; 
it depends on the people 
themselves.

FREE SURGERIES
 Asked if the mission 

charges patients for surgeries, 
he replied: “No, no, no, no. 
We charge nothing; we charge 
zero dollar.”

Dr. Rubio Briones explained 

that on the contrary,  even 
though the group is small and 
does not have enough money, in 
the event the hospital identifies 
poor patients who are not able 
to pay the hospital’s charge, the 
group will assist them with some 
of the charges.

“We try to help the poor 
people not to leave the mission 
if they’re going to go and pay,” 
he said, and so once the social 
workers of the hospital have 
selected those poor people who 
for some reason cannot afford to 
pay the charge, “we can aid 
them; we can pay some for 
them. Unfortunately we are a 
little NGO and we are not very 
rich and so we cannot pay for 
everybody”

HOSPITAL CHARGE
The seasoned Span i sh  

u r o l o g i s t  s t a t e d :  “ W e  
understand the [St.Joseph’s] 
hospital has to charge some 
money because they have to pay 
their staff, and for materials, 
the drugs, and everything,”

A nurse coordinating the 
registration process ahead of 
the team’s arrival was seen on 
Monday asking patients to each 
go and pay US$250 for surgery --- 
which is what the hospital is 
charging.

However, a notice about the 
surgical mission which was   
taken to and read out in even 
places of worship weeks ago had 
clarified that no patients would 
be turned away for their 
inability to pay the hospital’s 
fees.

Many patients said they were 
hopeful that this will remain the 
position of the St. Joseph’s 
C a t h o l i c  H o s p i t a l ’ s  
admin i s t rat ion  regard ing  
patients who will not afford the 
US$250 charge.

Announcement 
A reputable printing press is seeking marketers to market its 
printing services. Interested applicants should be able to seek for 
contracts / attract customers. Salaries are negotiable.

Interested applicants should address their applications to:

The Management of Searchlight Communications Inc., / 
NewDawn, U.N. Drive
Monrovia, Liberia
Email: Info@thenewdawnliberia.com

President George Manneh Weah

Spanish Urologists 

Sharon Moshav

Sharon Moshavi to Lead ICFJ as President

often under  extremely  
difficult circumstances. I’m 
honored to take on the role of 
ICFJ president and lead an 
extraordinary team dedicated 
to ensur ing journal i sts  
everywhere receive the 
support they need – now more 
than ever.”

B a r n a t h a n  i s  t h e  
organization’s longest-serving 
president. She came to ICFJ in 
2006 after more than two 
decades as an international 
correspondent in Moscow and 

Hong Kong and as a senior editor 
in New York. 

Barnathan drove ICFJ’s 
expansion and increased its 
impact by diversifying and 
growing the organization’s 
funding sources. Today, ICFJ’s 
network is more than 132,000 
journalists strong. During her 
tenure, ICFJ significantly 
elevated its annual fundraiser 
h o n o r i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  
journalists, which today is 
Washington, DC’s premier 
international journalism event. 
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I l  s ' a g i t  d ' u n e  
décision historique : “la plus importante 

allocation de DTS (droits de 
tirages spéciaux, NDRL) de 
l'histoire du FMI et une 
bouffée d'oxygène pour 
l'économie mondiale en cette 
période de cr ise sans 
précédent", a commenté la 
directrice générale du FMI, 
Kristalina Georgieva, dans un 
communiqué.

"Cette allocation de DTS 
profitera à tous les pays 
membres, répondra au besoin 
mondial de réserves à long 
terme, stimulera la confiance 
et renforcera la résilience et 
la stabilité de l'économie 
mondiale", a-t-elle assuré.

" E l l e  a i d e r a  
particulièrement nos pays 
membres les plus vulnérables 
qui s'emploient à surmonter 
les effets de la crise" 
sanitaire, a ajouté Mme 
Georgieva.

Le programme, qui avait 
déjà été approuvé par le 
conseil d'administration du 
FMI mi-juillet, sera mis en 
œuvre le 23 août. Les DTS 
nouvellement émis seront 

attribués aux pays membres 
proportionnellement à leur 
quote-part au FMI, a précisé 
l'institution.Les pays émergents 
et les pays en développement 
doivent en recevoir environ 275 
milliards d'USD. Mais "nous 
poursuivrons également des 
échanges actifs avec nos pays 
membres afin de déterminer les 
options viables d'un transfert 
volontaire des DTS des pays plus 
riches aux pays plus pauvres et 

plus vulnérables pour les 
aider à se remettre de la 
pandémie et à réaliser une 
croissance résiliente et 
pérenne", a indiqué Mme 
Georgieva. Transparence 

Les pays riches pourraient 
par exemple transférer leurs 
DTS en utilisant ceux qui leur 
sont dévolus pour financer le 
Fonds fiduciaire pour la 

Le sénateur du comté de 
River Cess, Wellington 
Geevon Smith, a demandé à 
la Commission générale 
d'audit d'enquêter sur le 
Fonds routier national à la 
suite d'un rapport faisant 
état d'un détournement 
présumé de 604 263,39 $ US 
destinés à la route de son 
comté.
S 'exprimant lors d 'une 
conférence de presse tenue 
dans son bureau du Capitole 
le mardi 03 août, le sénateur 

Smith a déclaré que le 
gouvernement devrait enquêter 
et ensuite vérifier les opérations 
complètes du Fonds routier 
national.Il a dit que l’argent en 
question est une somme énorme 
capable de réhabiliter une 
bonne partie de la route de 
Rivercess, soulignant que les 
habitants de Rivercess souffrent 
beaucoup du fait du mauvais 
état de la route.
Il a indiqué que la route entre le 
comté de Grand Bassa et son 
comté est boueuse et nécessite 

une sérieuse attention 
nationale.« Dire que le Fonds 
routier national a dépensé 
plus d'un demi-million sur la 
route de Rivercess est 
offensant. En fait, on nous 
appe l l e  ma in tenant  «  
mauvaise route » pendant 
que des gens s'assoient à 
Monrovia pour inventer un 
chiffre si élevé sans qu’on ne 
sente le moindre résultat 
palpable du travail qu’ils 
disent avoir accompli. 
La réhabilitation des routes 
n'est pas quelque chose qui 
peut être fait en secret. Nous 
n'avons qu'une seule route 
principale nous reliant au 
comté de Grand Bassa. Le 
pont construit il y a quelque 
temps a été fait pendant 
l'administration de l'ancienne 
présidente Ellen Johnson 
S i r l e a f  e t  l a  s e u l e  
réhabilitation a été effectuée 
lorsque le président George 
Manneh Weah a fait une 
tournée du comté et cette 
réhabilitation commence de 
la communauté de Palm Bush 
à la rue principale de notre 
capitale, Cestos », a-t-il 
expliqué.
Le sénateur souhaite que 
ceux qui gèrent le Fonds 
r o u t i e r  n a t i o n a l  s e  

C’est un véritablement ouf de soulagement pour les usagers de la 
route Somalia Drive, devenue aujourd'hui « Japan Freeway », dans 
la banlieue densément peuplée de Monrovia à Gardnersville, avec 
l'inauguration officielle de la voie à 4 chaussées et longue de 13,2 
kilomètres,qui réduira considérablement les embouteillages, tout 
en favorisant les échanges et le commerce.

Le projet initialement estimé à 89 millions de yens japonais, soit 1 
million de dollars américains, avait été officiellement signé en 2012 
sous l'administration de l'ex-présidente Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. La 
route a été inaugurée officiellement par le président George 
Manneh Weah le lundi 26 juillet 2021 en marge de la célébration du 
174eanniversaire de l’indépendance du Libéria.

Ce n’est pas la coïncidence historique de la journée elle-même qui 
est importante, mais les immenses avantages économiques dont les 
Libériens et les partenaires commerciaux étrangers ont déjà 
commencé à récolter, dont la liberté de mouvement, l'accès rapide, 
la livraison rapide des biens et de services, qu’il faut applaudir.

Incontestablement, la route est l'un des principaux atouts 
économiques qui stimulent le commerce et l’économie. La route 
réhabilitée et transformée en quatre voies, (deux voies de part et 
d’autre du béton permettant aux usagers, y compris les remorques 
et autres camions lourds, de circuler de manière aisée), est une 
première au Libéria. Elle répond aux normes internationales.

Nous disons merci au gouvernement et au peuple chaleureux du 
Japon pour avoir financé à eux seuls le projet en guise de cadeau au 
gouvernement et au peuple du Libéria. 

Ce geste, exécuté par l'intermédiaire de l'Agence japonaise de 
coopération internationale ou JICA, contribuera non seulement à 
cimenter les liens cordiaux déjà existants entre le Libéria et le 
Japon, mais à maintenir le lien fort d'amitié des peuples des deux 
pays.

Cependant, maintenant que la « Japan Freeway » est ici, nous, 
Libériens ordinaires et même le gouvernement du Libéria, avons 
notre propre rôle à jouer dans le maintien de ce grand bijou. La 
route, comme toute infrastructure, traverse une période de 
déchirure et d'usure ou de dépréciation, par conséquent, la 
nécessité d'un entretien régulier est indispensable. 

Cela signifie que les usagers de la route et le ministère des Travaux 
publics, l'organe gouvernemental chargé de surveiller ces 
installations publiques, devraient faire tout ce qui est 
humainement possible pour maintenir la route en bon état.

L'euphorie qui accompagne l’inauguration de la route pourrait 
céderla place à une déception générale si les remorques 
défaillantes et les camions lourds en panne commencent à 
occasionner des embouteillages et des risques d'accidents qui 
auraient pu être évités simplement par l’interdiction de ces engins 
d’emprunter cette voie pour maintenir la fluidité de la circulation.

Les conducteurs sont également avertis. La nouvelle route n’est pas 
une carte blanche pour conduire de manière imprudente et 
excessive au détriment des vies humaines et des biens. Une 
conduite responsable exige le respect scrupuleux des panneaux de 
signalisation, des règles et du contrôle technique des véhicules.

La division de circulation de la Police nationale du Libéria a un rôle 
clé à jouer dans cette entreprise. Elle doit continuer de jouer son 
rôle dans d'autres régions du pays. La présence d'agents de police de 
la circulation à chaque intersection le long de la route est 
importante. Il faut contrôler les conducteurs imprudents, les engins 
à trois roues et à deux roues.

En bref, nous voulons que cette importante infrastructure publique 
devienne un atout plutôt qu'une malédiction pour le peuple du 
Libéria. Par l’entretien efficace et l’utilisation appropriée de la « 
Japan Freeway », nous pouvons encourager nos partenaires 
étrangers à faire davantage pour promouvoir le programme de 
développement de ce pays.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

« Japan Freeway » apporte 
un soulagement significatif
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Le FMI approuve un décaissement de 650 milliards USD 
sous forme de DTS pour l’accroissement des liquidités

Le sénateur Wellington exige que le 
Fonds routier fasse l’objet d’un audit
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AMBRIDGE – Pendant quatre décennies de 
guerre froide, les États-Unis ont appliqué une Cimportante stratégie axée sur l’endiguement 

de la puissance de l’Union soviétique. À l’issue de 
l’effondrement de l’URSS, l’Amérique s’est 
retrouvée privée de cette étoile polaire. Après les 
attentats terroristes du 11 septembre 2001, 
l’administration du président américain George W. 
Bush a tenté de combler ce vide en adoptant une 
stratégie de « guerre mondiale contre la terreur ». 
Cette approche s’est toutefois changée en une 
orientation nébuleuse qui a conduit les États-Unis à 
mener des guerres prolongées dans des pays lointains 
tels que l’Afghanistan et l’Irak. Depuis 2017, les 
États-Unis ont renoué avec la « compétition des 
grandes puissances », cette fois contre la Chine.

La grande stratégie américaine de compétition entre 
puissances majeures présente l’avantage de s’axer 
sur d’importantes menaces pour la sécurité, 
l’économie et les valeurs des États-Unis. Bien que le 
terrorisme demeure un problème qu’il s’agit pour 
l’Amérique de prendre au sérieux, il représente une 
menace moins conséquente que les grandes 
puissances rivales. Le terrorisme peut être comparé à 
un art martial dans lequel le combattant le plus faible 
s’efforce de retourner la force de l’adversaire contre 
celui-ci. Si les attentats du 11 septembre ont tué plus 
de 2 600 Américains, les « guerres sans fin » menées 
en retour par les États-Unis ont coûté encore plus de 
vies humaines, ainsi que plusieurs milliers de 
milliards de dollars. Bien que l’administration du 
président Barack Obama ait tenté d’opérer un pivot 
vers l’Asie – région à la croissance la plus rapide dans 
l’économie mondiale – l’héritage de la guerre 
planétaire contre le terrorisme maintient les États-
Unis enlisés au Moyen-Orient.

Bien que cette stratégie de compétition des grandes 
puissances soit susceptible de permettre à 
l’Amérique de se reconcentrer, elle présente deux 
problèmes. Premièrement, elle place au même 
niveau deux types d’États très différents. La Russie 
est une puissance déclinante, la Chine une puissance 
montante. Les États-Unis doivent apprécier la nature 
singulière de la menace que représente la Russie. 
Comme le monde l’a malheureusement appris en 
1914, à la veille de la Première Guerre mondiale, une 
puissance en déclin (ici l’Autriche-Hongrie) se révèle 
parfois la plus disposée à accepter les risques dans un 
conflit. La Russie est aujourd’hui en déclin 
démographique et économique, mais conserve 
d’immenses ressources qu’elle peut utiliser comme 
levier dans tous les domaines, du contrôle des armes 
nucléaires jusqu’au cyberconflit, en passant par le 
Moyen-Orient. Les États-Unis doivent par conséquent 
adopter vis-à-vis de la Russie une stratégie qui ne 
pousse pas le pays dans les bras de la Chine.

Second problème, le concept de rivalité entre 
grandes puissances échoue à alerter sur le nouveau 
type de menaces auxquelles nous sommes 
confrontés. Sécurité nationale et agenda politique 
mondial ont certes changé depuis 1914 et 1945, mais 
la stratégie américaine sous-estime encore 
aujourd’hui les nouvelles menaces liées à la 
mondialisation écologique. Le changement 
climatique planétaire est voué à coûter des milliers 
de milliards de dollars, et à provoquer des dégâts 
comparables à ceux d’une guerre ; la pandémie de 
COVID-19 a d’ores et déjà tué plus d’Américains que 
toutes les guerres menées par le pays au total depuis 
1945.

Or, l’actuelle stratégie des États-Unis aboutit à un 
budget du Pentagone plus de 100 fois supérieur à 
celui des Centres américains de contrôle et de 
prévention des maladies, et 25 fois supérieur à celui 
des Instituts nationaux de santé. L’ancien secrétaire 
du Trésor américain Lawrence H. Summers et 
plusieurs autres économistes ont récemment appelé 
à la création d’un Fonds mondial de 10 milliards $ 
contre les menaces pour la santé, un montant « 

dérisoire en comparaison aux 10 000 milliards $ d’ores 
et déjà dépensés face à la crise du COVID-19 ».

Dans le même temps, les dirigeants politiques 
américains débattent de la manière de gérer la question 
chinoise. Certains politiciens et analystes qualifient la 
situation actuelle de « nouvelle guerre froide ». Or, 
cantonner la Chine à ce cadre idéologique revient à 
présenter sous un faux jour la menace stratégique 
réelle que doit affronter l’Amérique. Les États-Unis et 
l’URSS ne partageaient hier pas le même contrat social, 
et menaient très peu d’échanges commerciaux 
bilatéraux, là où l’Amérique et ses alliés commercent 
intensément avec la Chine, et reçoivent chaque année 
dans leurs université plusieurs centaines d’étudiants 
chinois. De même, le président chinois Xi Jinping n’est 
pas Staline, et le système chinois pas marxiste-
léniniste, mais plutôt « léniniste de marché » – une 
forme de capitalisme d’État basé sur un ensemble 
hybride de sociétés étatiques et privées au service de 
l’élite autoritaire du parti.

Par ailleurs, la Chine est aujourd’hui, en lieu et place 
des États-Unis, le premier partenaire commercial de 
nombreux pays. L’Amérique a beau pour des raisons de 
sécurité préserver ses réseaux de télécommunications 
5G contre Huawei, une démarche consistant à 
restreindre tous les échanges commerciaux avec la 
Chine se révélerait trop coûteuse. Et même si une 
rupture de l’interdépendance économique était 
possible, nous ne pourrons jamais rompre 
l’interdépendance écologique qui obéit aux lois de la 
biologie, de la physique, et non à celles de la politique.

L’Amérique ne pouvant lutter seule contre le 
changement climatique ou les pandémies, il lui faut 
comprendre que certaines formes de pouvoir doivent 
s’exercer aux côtés des autres. La lutte contre ces 
problématiques mondiales exigera des États-Unis qu’ils 
travaillent avec la Chine tout en continuant de rivaliser 
avec sa marine militaire pour défendre la liberté de 
circulation en mer de Chine méridionale. Quant à la 
Chine, si elle assimile ces deux aspects et qu’elle refuse 
de coopérer, le résultat sera pour elle défavorable.

Une bonne stratégie de compétition des grandes 
puissances exige une évaluation nette consciencieuse. 
La sous-estimation alimente la suffisance, tandis que la 
surestimation suscite la peur. L’une comme l’autre 
peuvent engendrer des erreurs de calcul.

La Chine est aujourd’hui la deuxième économie 
mondiale, et son PIB (aux taux de change du marché) 
pourrait dépasser celui des États-Unis d’ici les années 
2030. Pour autant, même si cela se produit, le revenu 
par habitant de la Chine représente encore moins d’un 
quart de celui de l’Amérique, et le pays connaît un 
certain nombre de problèmes économiques, 
démographiques et politiques. Sa croissance 
économique ralentit actuellement, le volume de sa 
main-d’œuvre a atteint son              pic en 2011, et ses 
alliés politiques se font rares. Si les États-Unis, le Japon 
et l’Europe coordonnent leurs politiques, ils 
continueront de représenter la plus grande part de 
l’économie mondiale, et disposeront de la capacité 
d’organiser un ordre mondial fait de règles et 
permettant de façonner le comportement de la Chine. 
Cette alliance s’inscrit au cœur de toute stratégie de 
gestion de la montée en puissance chinoise.

Comme l’explique l’ancien Premier ministre australien 
Kevin Rudd, l’approche de compétition des grandes 
puissances vis-à-vis de la Chine n’a pas pour objectif la 
victoire totale sur une menace existentielle, mais 
plutôt une « compétition stratégique gérée ». Il faudra 
pour cela que l’Amérique et ses alliés évitent de 
diaboliser la Chine. Il s’agit davantage de considérer la 
relation comme une « rivalité coopérative » exigeant 
une attention égale et simultanée pour chacun de ces 
deux termes. Dans ces conditions, nous pourrons faire 
face, mais seulement à condition de réaliser que là 
n’est pas le plus grand défi des grandes puissances au 
XXIe siècle.

FrançaisFrançais
valeur de la monnaie intérieure, 
soit convertis dans des monnaies 
plus fortes afin de financer des 
investissements.

Pour les pays pauvres, 
l'intérêt est aussi de se procurer 
des devises fortes sans avoir à 
verser des taux d'intérêt 
substantiels.

L'utilisation des fonds par le 
Libéria si elle est approuvée

Le Libéria obtiendra 350 USD 
sur la base de sa quote-part qui 
est de 0,05 %. Cette part pourrait 
être utilisée pour augmenter sa 
réserve, soutenir la croissance 
économique et se procurer du 
vaccin dans le cadre de la lutte 
contre le covid-19 via.

Au fait, l’augmentation des 
réserves du Libéria est l'une des 
pr inc ipa les  ra i sons  pour  
lesquelles l'attribution a été 
faite. Le pays veut cependant en 
plus de cela soutenir la 
croissance économique grâce à 
des investissements majeurs 
dans les infrastructures et 
soutenir la lutte contre le COVID 
grâce à la vaccination. Il veut 
au s s i  éponge r  s a  de t te  
intérieure, ce, pour stimuler 
l’économique et rembourser une 
partie de sa dette au FMI.

Le gouvernement libérien 
dirigé par le ministère des 
Finances et de la Planification du 
développement devra donc 
négocier avec le FMI de 
comment utiliser l'argent.

Le montant du financement 
sera remis à la Banque centrale 
du Libéria et la partie hors 
réserve rétrocédée à l'autorité 
fiscale.

décembre 2016 et publié le 26 
janvier 2017. Un Bureau du 
Fonds Routier National (NRFO) 
se trouve au sein du Ministère 
d e s  F i n a n c e s  e t  d e  l a  
Planification du Développement 
(MFDP), au 1er étage salle 61. Le 
Bureau est responsable pour la 
gestion et l'administration 
quotidiennes du Fonds routier 
national. 

réduction de la pauvreté et 
pour la croissance du FMI, ce 
qui accroîtrait l'offre de prêts 
aux pays à faible revenu, a 
relevé le FMI.

L ' O N G  O x f a m  s ' e s t  
félicitée de l'adoption de 
ce t te  i n i t i a t i ve .  " Le s  
nouveaux DTS vont apporter 
aux pays en développement 
en difficulté des liquidités 
dont ils ont vraiment besoin 
sans alourdir le fardeau de 
leur dette", a réagi Nadia 
D a a r,  r e s p o n s a b l e  d e  
l'organisation à Washington, 
dans un communiqué.

Il est "inconcevable" que 
les pays riches ne réallouent 
pas d'une façon ou d'une autre 
une part de leurs DTS, "au 
moins 100 milliards de dollars 
comme le G7 l'a décidé" lors 
d'un sommet mi-juin, a noté 
la représentante d'Oxfam.

Il est aussi nécessaire que 
l e s  g o u v e r n e m e n t s  
" t r a v a i l l e n t  e n  t o u t e  
t r a n s p a r e n c e  e t  e n  
collaboration avec la société 
civile" pour que les DTS soient 
utilisés à bon escient, a-t-elle 
aussi estimé.

Créés en 1969, les DTS 
(SDR en anglais) ne sont pas 
une monnaie et n'ont pas 
d'existence matérielle. Leur 
valeur repose sur un panier de 
cinq grandes monnaies 
internationales, le dollar, 
l'euro, la livre, le renminbi ou 
yuan, et le yen.Une fois émis, 
les DTS peuvent être utilisés 
soit en monnaie de réserve 
qui permet de stabiliser la 

présentent devant le Sénat 
pour donner des informations 
détaillées sur le montant et 
que son bureau est sur le 
point de soumettre une 
plainte formelle à la plénière 
du Sénat libérien, pour 
obtenir des éclaircissements 
supplémentaires.
Le Fonds Routier National a 
é té  p romu lgué  l e  12  
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Le FMI approuve un décaissement 
de 650 milliards USD 
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lawmaker, he is on record 
(Facebook screenshot) for 
crit icizing Representative 
Acarous Moses Gray and other 
lawmakers for receiving huge 
amounts/appropriations (e.g. 
US$30,000) for “Legislative 
Engagement and Accessibility” 
while civil servants remained 
unpaid. This same ADD, who is 
now a Senator, is receiving $30k 
too while civil servants remain 
unpaid for several months. Isn’t 
this hypocrisy? This pathetic 
precedent does not only equate 
to hypocrisy, but it is also “A 
Promise Betrayed”. 

Imagine for a moment, ADD 
rejected 10k out of 15k from his 
monthly entitlements, but he’s 
now receiving 30k for so-called 
legislative engagement which is 
even outside his entitlements. 
Furthermore, ADD also got 18k 

for “Loan Repayment” and an 
extra 9.5k for “Constituency 
Visit”. Why he did not tell the 
Liberian people about this too? 
The total amount received is a 
whopping US$57.5k amid COVID-
19 and increased hardship in 
Liberia. It seems like the 
economy is no longer in the toilet 
after 8 months. 

Do you know how much we 
just spent on 103 lawmakers for 
s o - c a l l e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  
engagement, loan repayment, 
and constituency visit? A poor 
country like Liberia just spent 
US$5,922,500. Isn’t this $5.9 
million a public waste especially 
when we cannot even procure a 
single vaccine or ventilator of 
our own during this global health 
crisis? Of course, it is. But ADD 
does not think that such 
e x o r b i t a n t  s p e n d i n g  o r  
profligacy is a public waste 
because he too received his 
share of this cunning cake. This is 
indeed a promise betrayed. 

Let’s move to point #2. 
I want to deal with two feeble 

arguments from ADD and pro-

hen  Ab raham 
Da r i u s  D i l l o n  Wchose to ride a 

US$40,000 car as a public 
official, “The Light” got 
dimmed. When ADD admitted 
that he took money from 
corrupt Albert Chie to finance 
his senatorial campaign, "The 
Light" got dimmer. When he 
sacrilegiously defended Musa 
Bility’s loot, “The Light” got 
blurred. When ADD lied about 
not flying business class, 
“The Light” became more 
blurred. The receipt of 30k, 
without any remorse for 
competing national priorities 
and public interest amid 
COVID-19 pandemic, has 
placed “The Light” in the 
position of Free Fall. ADD 
alias “The Light” is indeed in 
free fall. The fast fall or 
downward crash of “The 
Light” due to legislative 
gravitational force is a 
betrayal of public trust and 
confidence. 

“The Light” is not only 
dimmed but it has gone off so 
soon. Capitol Hill is back in 
total darkness as it used to be 
before December 2020 
Senatorial Elections. Must we 
remain silent because it is 
“CPP Dillon”? No, such 
politics is not only scandalous 
but stooping and stupefying. 
It is not Dillon’s responsibility 
to implement “Legislative 
Projects”. The Community 
Empowerment Act pursuant 
to Chapter 50B Title 12 
delegates this responsibility 
to LACE and not any 
Lawmaker. ADD is violating 
this law and even the 2018 
Local Government Act. Once 
more, we owe our utmost 
allegiance to Liberia and not 
to any politician.

 
Before Abraham Darius 

Dillon could secure a 9-year 
t e r m  a s  S e n a t o r  o f  
Montserrado County, he 
positioned himself as an 
“integrity czar”. In fact, he 
was overwhelmingly elected 
because he once preached 
m a n t r a s / s l o g a n s  l i k e  
integrity, accountability, 
transparency, openness, and 
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  A D D  
promised to be different from 
State criminals. He did not 
only promise to advocate 
against public waste and 
fiscal indiscipline, but to also 
rebuke exorbitant budgetary 
appropriations intended for 
g r e e d y  a n d  c o r r u p t  
lawmakers. This led him to 
even cut down on his monthly 
salary from US$15,000 to 
US$5,000. 

When ADD was never a 

ADD fanatics:
 
1) “The Money is legal” 
2) “It is in the budget”. 
This is my argument. The 

money is “legally illegal” and 
here’s why. Lawmakers often 
use the National Budget as a 
“cash cow” to profiteer and 
racketeer. They put more 
money in the budget for 
themselves at the expense of 
public interest and later 
argue that “the money is 
legal” and “it is in the 
budget”. This self-seeking 
p u r s u i t  i s  c a l l e d  
institutionalized corruption 
and such parochial precedent 
is legally illegal. Lawmakers 
are using the national budget 
to squander public resources 
in a smart way. This amounts 
to public waste and economic 
sabotage. There is  no 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
“Legislative Engagement” 
and “Constituency Visit”. A 
visit of a lawmaker to his/her 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  i s  a n  
e n g a g e m e n t  w h i l e  a n  
engagement is a visit. 

Furthermore, there is a 
popular legal maxim that 
says, “Non autem omnia quae 
iuris est” which means in 
English “Not everything that 
is legal is right”. During very 
difficult times of national 
crisis, the action and inaction 
of public officials must be 
purely guided by expediency, 
morality, and humanity. The 
action of ADD to receive 30k 
while thousands of civil 
servants remain unpaid goes 
a g a i n s t  t h e s e  g l o b a l  
principles and societal norms. 
The 10k that ADD cut from his 
salary, is it not in the budget 
or is it not legal too? But why 
did he do it? Because he was 
trying to take a practical 
stance against public waste. 
Unfor tunate ly,  he  has  
backpedaled or reneged on 
those values that brought him 
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Special       Article
to power. 

It was “integrity” that 
brought ADD to power. But pro-
ADD fanatics are now arguing 
“legality”. This is the real 
tragedy of Liberia. Why ADD 
did not announce the second 
15k that he received? If a 
l a w m a k e r  b e g i n s  t o  
implement “Government-
funded Projects” like ADD is 
doing, then who will play the 
role of oversight? Who will ask 
the hard questions in order to 
ensure the accountability of 
public resources/funds? Who 
will ADD fully account to for 
those monies that are 
intended for public projects? 
This is Conflict of Interest. 
ADD cannot be the referee 
(Lawmaker) and the player 
(LACE) at the same time. LACE 
should report to ADD and not 

ADD reporting to LACE. So, this 
is another reason why that 
money (30k) is legally illegal 
because ADD is violating the 
law on “who should actually 
implement government-
funded project”. That’s not 
his function. His functions are: 
Lawmaking, Representation, 
and Oversight. 

My Advice to Abe Darius 
Dillon: 

Senator Dillon should not 
take advantage of the fact 
that because he has a 9-year 
term, so he can just do 
anything that is contrary to 
what he promised. History has 
a way to remind, rebuke, and 
reprimand. The people did not 
elect ADD to be like those 
State criminals. They elected 
him to be different and to 
make the difference. In 2009 

Senatorial By-Election, ADD of 
the Liberty Party took 5th place 
with just 5.7 percent (5,148) of 
the total votes. 

For ADD to have come to 
power as Senator of Montserrado 
County, he rode on two things: 

1) The mass failure of the 
CDC-led government (Citizens in 
Montserrado remain largely 
disenchanted due to a number of 
objective factors in the context 
dialectical materialism); 

2) The popularity of the CPP. 
The CPP has become a normal 
political good (YED>0) while the 
CDC has become an inferior 
political good (YED<0). The 
income elasticity of demand for 
CPP during the December 2020 
Senatorial Election was greater 
than 0 and it is still greater than 
0. The masses are demanding for 
CPP more while the demand for 
CDC has fallen below 0. 

Since “Popularity” is a 
diminishing commodity in the 
context of Economics,  I  
encourage ADD to not abuse this 
opportunity. He must remain 
“The Light”. He must stick and 
stay true to those high standards 
that he himself set. He cannot 
and must not neglect his own 
standards. This is my only 
interest that has led me to 
providing this brief critique. But 
as it stands, “The Light” is in 
free fall. And in all fairness, this 
is a promise betrayed. 

When I voted for ADD, I did 
not promise him that I was going 
be silent whenever he does 
wrong. I did not support Dillon to 
incubate or to nurse his flaws. 
Count me out. What will Dillon 
say if George Weah too decides 
to take US$30 million for 
"Presidential Project"? Dillon has 
no moral to criticize Weah and 
the CDC-led Government 
because he too took 30k for 
"Legislative Project".

 
In the midst of these 

egregious contradictions, the 
masses have been left in the 
state of bewilderment once 
more. 

About The Author: Activist 
Martin K. N. Kollie is a Liberian 
activist in exile. He can be 
r e a c h e d  v i a  e m a i l :  
martinkerkula1989@yahoo.com

A Promise Betrayed – "The Light” is in Free Fall 
By Martin K. N. Kollie 
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been vaccinated in the Republic 
of Liberia, while putting total 
tests already conducted at 
146,138. 

She notes that out of 5,000 
confirmed cases initially, as of 
Wednesday, August 04, 2021, the 
country registered zero positive 
case and zero deaths, with 58 
active cases only, and 50,167 
recoveries.

Dr.  Jallah adds that Liberia is 
currently at 94 percent recovery 
rate, 5 percent death rate, and 1 
percent active case, which 
indicates progress.

She says with current 
knowledge of the Delta variant, 
it's time Liberians keep wearing 
nose masks in public and 
observing social distance to 
curtail the spread.

"We don't want you to stop 
wearing your mask now, it's 
important that we all continue to 
wear it for the safety of 
everyone. We don't want to see 
the Delta variant taking away 

innocent lives again, that’s why 
we’re launching the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines; the more 
people get vaccinated, the more 
immunity we will have”, she 
explains. 

Montserrado County Health 
Offer Dr. Yatta Sickie Yapoe says, 
beginning today, August 05, the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines will 
be situated at 40 health care 
facilities in Montserrado, 
including 20 market places with 
10 mobile teams visiting 
communities, churches and 
government ministries, among 
others.

She also names temporary 
sites including the Monrovia City 
Hall, Paynesville Town Hall, 
Gardnersvi l le  Town Hal l ,  
Barnesville Town Hall and APM 
T e r m i n a l s ’  p r e m i s e s  
respectively, adding that they 
intend to put a site at 

he Ministry of Health 
b e g i n s  Tadministration of 

the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines today, August 5, at 
several hospitals and centers 
across the country.

The first batch of the 
s ingle-shot  Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines totaling 
302,400 doses was donated 
by the Government of   
America recently as part of 
the Administration’s global 
efforts to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Addressing a special news 
conference Wednesday, 
August 4 2021, at the ministry 
of information, cultural 
affairs and tourism on Capitol 
Hill, Liberia’s Health Minister 
Dr. Wilehlmina S. Jallah said 
in accordance with World 
Health Organization(WHO’s) 
benchmark,  Liberia is 
expected to vaccinate 10 

percent of her population by 
end of September. 

She says Liberia has made 
tremendous progress in the 
fight against the third wave 
of the COVID-19, bringing the 
country down to Level 3 from 
Level4, on the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s ranking.

"The United States, who 
before put Liberia at Level 4, 
has brought us back down to 
Level 3, and after their 28 
days revision, we are hoping 
to come down again”, says Dr. 
Jallah.

She discloses that for the 
n e x t  f e w  d a y s ,  t h e  
vaccination process will focus 
on people who have not taken 
any jab at all, adding that if 
those people are vaccinated, 
this will help to increase the 
number of people that have 

Farmington Hotel in Margibi 
County as well as.

Among market grounds 
where the vaccines are 
expected to be available CHO 
Yapoe says, include  Red Light 
Market, Gobachop Market, 
J a c o b  To w n  M a r k e t ,  
Redemption Day Market, 
Gardnersville Market, Jogben 
Town Market, ELWA, Duala, 
Clara Town, Poetry Market, 
VOA Market, Duport Road 
Market, Rehab, Rally Town, 
Roto Town Market, Barnesville 
a n d  7 2 n d  M a r k e t ,  
respectively. 

She adds that all of the 
h e a l t h  d i s t r i c t s  i n  
Montserrado County are 
included, not leaving out 
Todee district.

Meanwhile, along the 
Japan Freeway she says the 
vaccine will be administered 
a t  R . H .  P r o g r e s s i n g ,  
Gardnersville Health Center, 
Chocolate City, Hope for 
Women, JDJ Health Center, 
New Georgia Estate and Iron 
Factory.

In Monrovia, the jabs will 
be administered at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Hospital, 
SOS, UN Drive Clinic, Mercy 
International Clinic, PUCC, 
Joanna Clinic, Peace Clinic, 
Soniwein Clinic and JFK 
Hospital.

On Bushrod Island, the 
vaccine will be administered 
at Star of the Sea, Slipway 
Clinic, Redemption Hospital, 
Cynthia Nelson Clinic, Clara 
Town Health Center and 
Anthony Clinic, while in 
Paynesville the vaccine may 
be accessed at Benson 
Hospital, ELWA Hospital, 
Duport Road Health Center, 
Hail Mary Health Center and 
Pipeline Health Center, 
respectively.

Liberians at home are 
taking the Johnson & Johnson 
doses for the first time, since 
it was manufactured in the 
United States.

The country had received 
an initial donation of 96,000 
doses of the AstraZeneca jabs 
(produced in India) thru 
COVAX in April this year which 
was partially administered, 
due to lack of adequate 
awareness and failure by 
authorities at the Ministry of 
Health to administer second 
r o u n d  o f  d o s e s  a s  
scientifically required.

Health Minister Jallah says 
members of the public who 
t ook  t he  A s t r aZeneca  
vaccines are not allowed to go 
for the Johnson & Johnson 
shots. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne     

iberia’s Army Chief of 
Staff Major General LP r i n c e  C h a r l e s  

Johnson, III, has defended 
police’s response to recent 
violent protests here, saying 
the action of the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) to use 
non- letha l  weapons  to  
disperse protesters in recent 
days was in conformity with 
the rules of engagement.

Giving his perspectives on 
police’s response to recent 
violent protests inclusive of 
the campus - based Student 
Unification Party (SUP) 
protest, Gen. Johnson said 
"Whenever a protected area is 
used as an advantage point or 
base for an opposing force, 
that place is no longer 
p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  
humanitarian law.” 

In an exclusive interview 
with this paper Wednesday, 4 
August 2021, the Chief of Staff 
of the Armed Forces of Liberia 
(AFL) said the rules of 

engagement or  Geneva 
Convention calls for lethal or 
non-lethal weapons to be 
used, depending on the 
opposing force that is  
occupying the area [used as an 
advantage point by an 
opposing force].

A day after students at the 
University of Liberia (UL) 
p r o t e s t e d  t o  c o m p e l  
administration to cancel its e-
Learning or online learning 
program at the institution, 
another group of protesters 
besieged the Temple of Justice 
and the entrance of the LNP 
headquarters to demand 
speedy justice over the death 
of their kinsman Alieu Sheriff. 

The two separate protests 
between Monday and Tuesday 
this week ended in violence, 
and police tear gassed 
partakers.

However Gen. Johnson 
noted that within the rules of 
engagement ,  once  the  
security apparatus on ground 

cannot handle the situation, it's 
their right to call for more force 
to quiet down the situation or 
use lethal weapons.

Gen. Johnson stressed the 
need to be very careful when 
ana lyz ing  i s sues ,  say ing  
condemnation against the police 
over their response is not good 
because the critics don't have 
any knowledge about the rules 
of engagement or the use of 
lethal weapons. 

“Their action was intended to 
disperse the protesters instead 
of causing harm as being 
insinuated in the public," Maj. 
Gen. Johnson argued.

However, he called on 
Liberians to be peaceful and 
seek sufficient knowledge 
before speaking against issues in 
the country, adding that the 
misguided information released 
in the public is very dangerous.

"When the students of the 
University of Liberia were 
protesting, they were guided by 
the Liberia National Police 

without force. However, when 
they turned violent and began to 
engage [in] stone throwing, the 
police [had] no other option 
under the rules of engagement 
but to use lethal weapons 
because they too can't throw 
stones like ordinary citizens," 
Gen. Johnson noted.

He said even though it's their 
right to protest, the protesters 
were also in violation of others’ 
rights because they obstructed 
the free movement of others 
who were about their normal 
business.

Major Johnson explained that 
when the protesters were 
protest ing,  they set  up 
roadblock and stopped the flow 
of traffic in Central Monrovia, 
something he added, infringed 
on the rights of other peaceful 
citizens. -Editing by Winston 
W. Parley
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c o n d u c t e d  s i m i l a r  
interventions in a number of 
places, including Guatemala 
and countries in Southern 
Africa.

The head of the mission, 
Dr. Jose Rubio Briones, told 
th i s  con t r ibu to r  the i r  
organization has already 
trained two Liberian nurses in 
the city of Valencia, where 
the group is based, and as part 
of their stay in Liberia, they 
will be doing some more 
training for nurses and 
doctors in general urological 
courses at the hospital.

“I’m happy teaching,” he 
said, explaining that his 
organization’s quest to 
provide training opportunities 
to desired people in places 
like Liberia is against a belief 
that in Spain “we say that it is 
better to teach fishing than to 
fish for people; we teach 
people from the Third World, 
trying not to go there and just 
operate and come back here 
because that’s not the way to 
go.”

Also at the end of the 
Monrovia operation, they 

CMYK

he corridors of the 
St. Joseph’s Catholic THospital in Monrovia 

have been busy this week as 
men with prostate-related 
urinary and urological  
complications get registered 
ahead of the arrival this 
week, for free surgeries, of a 
team of Spanish urologists 
f rom a  non- fo r -p ro f i t  
organization called: “Surgery 

for All”.
By Monday, more than 60 

patients had been registered and 
the urge to see the team in 
Liberia was visible on their 
faces.

Because the team will be in 
Liberia for just one week, 
beginning August 7, Sunday, 
August 8 will be patients’ 
screening, after which surgeries 
will start for those needing 
them.

“Surgery  fo r  A l l”  has  CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Spanish Urologists heading to Liberia 

By Jonathan Paye-Layleh
(Freelance/Contributing Writer)
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