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ambian opposition 
leader Hakainde ZHichilema has been 

declared the winner of last 
week's bitterly contested 
presidential election. Mr 
Hichilema defeated the 
incumbent, President Edgar 
Lungu, by a landslide - more 
than a million votes.It was Mr 
Hichilema's sixth attempt at 
winning the presidency. His 
suppor te r s  have  been  
celebrating on the streets of 
the capital, Lusaka.

Mr Lungu has accepted 
defeat and congratulated Mr 
Hichilema.

Earlier, he alleged that the 
elections were not free and 
fair and said ruling party 
election officials had been 
chased from polling stations, 
leaving votes unprotected.

In its final tally, the 
electoral commission said Mr 
Hichilema had won 2,810,777 
votes to Mr Lungu's 1,814,201 
in Thursday's election. There 
were seven million registered 
voters.The huge margin of 
victory means there is no 
need for a run-off.REACTION: 
African opposition leaders 
hail Zambia's poll winner

ANALYSIS: Why young 

voters hold the cards in Zambia 
election

QUICK GUIDE:  Zambia  
country profile

"I therefore declare that the 
said Hichilema to be president 
o f  Zambia, "  commiss ion  
chairman Esau Chulu announced 
at the results centre in Lusaka.

Mr Lungu's six-year rule was 
criticised for alleged human 
rights abuses, corruption, a 
failing economy and massive 
unemployment.Correspondents 

who are often accused of 
being reluctant to vote. They 
turned up in high numbers and 
generally rejected President 
Edgar Lungu.

"We want jobs, young 
people want jobs," chanted 
throngs of people as they filled 
the streets of the capital 
shortly after Mr Hichilema was 
d e c l a r e d  t h e  s e v e n t h  
president of this copper-rich 
nation.

There's no doubt that Mr 
Hichilema will inherit the rot 
and will attempt to clean up 
corrupt ion  lef t  by  h i s  
predecessor.Mr Hichilema was 
born into humble beginnings in 
the southern district of Monze.

He managed to get a 
scholarship to the University 
o f  Z a m b i a ,  a n d  l a t e r  
graduated with an MBA degree 
from the University of 

say Mr Hichilema, 59, tapped 
i n t o  w i d e s p r e a d  
dissatisfaction among voters.

He now faces the daunting 
challenge of turning around 
the country's economic 
fortunes.Celebrations which 
started on Sunday continued 
until sunrise as Zambia was 
painted red by supporters of 
Hakainde Hichilema.

There's no doubt that that 
political winds of change were 
ushered in by young people 

emocratic Republic 
of Congo President 
Felix Tshisekedi on D

Sunday authorized U.S. 
special forces to help the 
Congolese army fight the 
Allied Democratic Forces, an 
armed group linked to the 
Islamic State.

The ADF, which the United 

leader Seka Musa Baluku and 
said IS has acknowledged the 
ADF as an affiliate since 2019.  

Congolese authorities' 
crackdown against ADF has 

States has deemed a terrorist 
group, is considered the 
deadliest of scores of armed 
militias that roam the mineral-
r ich  eastern  Democrat ic  
Republic of Congo (DRC).

The Catholic Church in the 
country says the ADF has killed 
about 6,000 civilians since 2013, 
while a respected U.S.-based 

included a "state of siege" in 
which members of the security 
forces have replaced top 
officials in North Kivu and 
neighboring Ituri province. VOA

monitor, the Kivu Security 
Tracker (KST), blames it for 
more than 1,200 deaths in the 
Beni area alone since 2017. 
"President Felix Tshisekedi 
authorized the deployment of 
American anti-terrorism 
experts in the east of the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo," said a statement from 
the presidency.

The U.S. forces will boost 
the Congolese army's fight 
against ADF in the national 
pa rk s  o f  V i r unga  and  
Garamba, it added.The 
mission will last several weeks 
and is specifically directed 
against the ADF.

U.S. Ambassador Mike 
Hammer, who presented the 
team to Tshisekedi, said that 
their presence was part of a 
partnership agreed between 
the two countries in 2019, 
according to the presidency's 
statement.

In March, the U.S. State 
Department said the ADF is 
notorious across the region for 
its "brutal violence against 
Congolese citizens and 
regional military forces." The 
U.S. has sanctioned alleged 

Birmingham in the UK. He went 
on to become one of Zambia's 
richest men, with business 
interests in finance, ranching, 
property, healthcare and 
tourism.Mr Hichilema has 
described himself as an ordinary 
"cattle boy" and has contested 
and lost every election held in 
Zambia since 2006. However, 
each time he has increased his 
share of the vote.In 2016, Mr 
Hichilema said the election was 
stolen from him after he lost to 
Mr Lungu by just 100,000 votes. 
Mr  Hichi lema has  faced 
problems with authorities since 
entering politics.

After the 2016 election, he 
was charged with treason for 
allegedly failing to give way to 
the presidential motorcade. He 
spent four months in a 
maximum-security jail before 
the charges were dropped. BBC

u n m e n  h a v e  
a t t a c k e d  a n  Gagricultural college 

in the north-western Nigerian 
state of Zamfara kidnapping a 
number of students and staff 
as well as killing several 
security guards.

A staff member, his wife 
and two children were 
abducted a longs ide  15  
students, Malam Aliyu Bakura, 

the deputy head of the college 
of Agriculture Bakura, told the 
BBC.

Mr Aliyu said that the 
attackers who came "in large 
numbers" on motorbikes have 
also killed four security guards 
including a police officer.

The police spokesperson in 
Zamfara state, Mohammed 
Shehu, told the BBC they 

would issue a statement on the 
incident later on Monday.

This is the latest attack by 
armed criminal gangs targeting 
students in the region as 
k idnapp ings  for  ransom 
continue to worsen in the 
region.

Since last December more 
than 1000 students have been 
seized from schools, colleges 

and universities - most of them 
have been released reportedly 
after ransom payments.

But there are still around 300 
in captivity including more than 
100 kidnapped from an Islamic 
school in Niger state and dozens 
of others taken from a Baptist 
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  i n  
neighbouring Kaduna state. BBC

Zambian opposition leader 
wins presidential poll

Gunmen kidnap college 
students in Nigeria

DR Congo Accepts US Military 
Help Against ADF Militia

 Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) soldiers rest 
next to a road after Islamist rebel group Allied Democratic Forces
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TANFORD – Over the past few months, 
there has been a growing chorus of Seconomic observers voicing concerns 

about the increase of inflation in the 
United States. Much of the commentary 
(including my own) has focused on the US 
Federal Reserve’s apparent continuation 
of easy monetary policy in the face of 
rising prices. Despite a sharp increase in 
the rate of money growth, the central 
bank is still engaged in a large-scale asset-
purchase program (to the tune of $120 
billion per month), and it has kept the 
federal funds rate in the range of 0.05-
0.1%.

That rate is exceptionally low compared to 
similar periods in recent history. To 
understand why it is exceptional, one need 
look no further than the Fed’s own July 9, 
2021, Monetary Policy Report, which 
includes long-studied policy rules that 
would prescribe a policy rate higher than 
the current actual rate. One of these is the 
“Taylor rule,” which holds that the Fed 
should set its target federal funds rate 
according to the gap between actual and 
targeted inflation.

The Taylor rule, expressed as a 
straightforward equation, has worked well 
when it has been followed over the years. 
If you plug in the current inflation rate 
over the past four quarters (about 4%), the 
gap between GDP and its potential for the 
second quarter of 2021 (about -2%), a 
target inflation rate of 2%, and a so-called 
equilibrium interest rate of 1%, you get a 
desired federal funds rate of 5%.

Moreover, the Taylor rule implies that even 
if the inflation rate falls to 2% by the end of 
this year (which would be well below most 
forecasts), and economic output reaches 
its potential, the federal funds rate still 
should be 3%. That is a long way from the 
near-zero level implied by the Fed’s 
forward guidance.

Since these calculations use the inflation 
rate averaged over the past four quarters, 
they are consistent with a form of 
“average inflation targeting” that the Fed 
itself endorsed last summer. They also 
follow the Fed’s own recently suggested 
equilibrium interest rate of 1%, rather 
than the 2% rate that has traditionally 
been used. If the latter had been used, the 
discrepancy between the policy rate in the 
rule and the actual level of the funds rate 
would be even larger.

These higher possible levels for the federal 
funds rate are largely being ignored in the 
Fed’s reported discussions. Instead, the 
Fed insists that today’s higher inflation is a 
temporary byproduct of the pandemic’s 
effect on inflation last year. Those who 
defend its current stance point out that 

market interest rates on longer-term bonds 
remain very low. On safe Treasury assets, 
the five-year yield is only 0.81%, and the 
ten-year yield is only 1.35% – well below the 
rates suggested by the Taylor rule when 
averaged over these maturities. Considering 
these factors, many commentators are 
saying not to worry: the markets are 
probably being rational when they forecast 
low rates.

The problem with this line of reasoning is 
that the low longer-term rates are likely 
being caused by the Fed’s own insistence on 
keeping low rates as far as the eye can see. 
As Josephine M. Smith and I show in a 2009 
study, there is a “Term Structure of Policy 
Rules” to consider. Effectively, the policy 
rule for longer-maturity bonds depends on 
the policy rule for the much shorter-term 
federal funds rate, as perceived by people in 
the market. If the Fed convinces the market 
that it will stay low, the term structure of 
interest rates will imply lower longer-term 
rates.

Today’s situation is similar to that of 2004, 
when then-Fed Chair Alan Greenspan 
noticed that ten-year Treasury yields did not 
seem connected to moves in the federal 
funds rate. He called this a “conundrum,” 
because the actual short-term interest rate 
was not generating as large of an increase in 
long-term interest rates as one would 
expect based on previous experience. 
Monetary-policy tightening was not having 
as much of an effect on longer-term rates as 
it had in previous periods of tightening.

During this period, the federal funds rate 
deviated significantly from what would have 
been predicted by the Fed’s typical 
response, much as it is doing today. When 
the actual federal funds rate deviated 
significantly from the level suggested by 
policy rules, the short-term interest-rate 
response to inflation appeared to be much 
lower, at least from the perspective of 
market participants trying to assess Fed 
policy. And this perception of a smaller 
response coefficient in the policy rule may 
have led market participants to expect 
smaller longer-term interest-rate responses 
to inflation, and therefore lower long-term 
interest rates.

Today, it appears that the Fed is deviating 
from monetary-policy rules. It has beaten its 
own path for forward guidance, and the 
market is basing its estimates of future rates 
on the expectation that this deviation will 
continue. But history tells us that it cannot 
continue indefinitely. Eventually, the Fed 
will have to return to a policy rule, and when 
it does, the conundrum will disappear. The 
sooner this occurs, the smoother the 
recovery will be. There is still time to adjust 
and get back to a policy rule, but time is 
running out.Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 

UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  
Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 

+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

So the suspended port 
managers have fled the country
WE HAVE LEARNT reliably that the suspended manager of  
the Port of Buchanan in Grand Bassa County Charles 
McArthur Gull and Chief Statistician Amara Kamara currently 
facing investigation for diverting over US$300,000.00 of port 
fund to a private account have absconded. How this 
happened we are not interested but one thing that should be 
clear is they did not act alone.

THE LAST INFORMATION we gathered from the 
management of the National Port Authority last week is that 
the suspended officials, who reportedly confessed to 
diverting the amount were being forwarded to the Liberian 
Anti Corruption Commission for thorough probe.

NOW WE ARE hearing that they have absconded to the 
United States of America. To have them brought back to 
Liberia to face justice would require serious legal battle, 
including extradition request that might drag for months or 
years.

IN FACT, WE also gathered that the actual amount of money 
diverted into private account in Monrovia is US$900,000.00, 
contrary to what the NPA management had reported. But if 
the NPA management claimed to have conducted 
preliminary investigation with the suspended officials at 
which they confessed to diverting the public money, then it 
ought to know their whereabouts.

WE ARE ABSOLUTELY flabbergasted that the two officials, 
having been suspended for alleged impropriety which they 
admitted to, were never apprehended whatsoever even as 
they were said to being transferred to the LACC. We clearly 
see a connivance or complacency here.

SOMEONE NEEDS TO account how possible was it when the 
guys, already being investigated though without any formal 
charge would escape the country without trace. Someone, 
probably a mole within the government could have been 
keeping them abreast of happenings and eventually helped 
them to run away.     
        
SUCH BEHAVIOR PORTRAYS the government negatively and 
sends wrong picture about many people's motive for coming 
to public service. They see government job as an 
opportunity to steal and amass wealth quickly.

WE RECOMMEND THAT ANY future investigation on how 
Charles McArthur Gull and Amara Kamara, under 
investigation left Liberia for the United States should 
include the management of the NPA to help with said 
investigation.

HONESTLY SPEAKING, THE handling of public funds under 
the Weah administration leaves much to be desired, 
particularly in the face of a health pandemic and serious 
economic challenges. Those responsible should not go with 
impunity.

SIMILARLY, THE PUBLIC is watching with eagle's eyes on 
development at the National Transit Authority (NTA) where 
millions of dollars are been reportedly siphoned by its 
managing director, Harbie Macauley, evoking employees' 
protests and calls for his dismissal.

2021                                         TUESDAY       AUGUST   17

The Fed’s State of Exception

By John B. Taylor
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A GT N  D  It has be n ex r iating t  w ch e Taliban ro l ac ossSHIN O , C – e c uc o at  th   l r  
A gha i an, do n  n a mat er f m n s w  dec s f ff rts  hef n st  un i g i   t o  o th t o ade o  e o by t  WA gha  o  and th  n er at ona c nity t  build a ce t, se ure, f n pe ple e i t n i l ommu  o de n  c

an  f nc i n  s at . The Tal ba f c i e  w appe u t st nn n e p  d u t o ing t e  i n e fe t v ly r d p i s u i g sw e of
th  c u try n Sun , mo ing n o Kabu  an p ompting e iden  shraf Gha i to e o n o  day  v i t  l d r  Pr s t A  n  
fl ee .

The T liban’  ir ual y nc e t d t o e  ver Afgh nistan r se o io s a s v t l u ont s e ake v r o a  ai s bv u
que i n b t th  w sdom o  US Pr si nt e iden cisi n o ith aw S st o s a ou e i f e de  Jo  B ’s de o  t  w dr  U
an o i i n o c s fro he o nt y. adoxical y, o e e  th  r dity d d c al t o  f r e m t  c u r  Par l  h w v r, e api  an
e  f t e i ’s adv ce onl  e ff rms at B de  d  he ri t dec sio   ase o  h Tal ban an  y r a i th  i n ma e t  gh i n –
an t at h  shoul  n t reverse cou se.d h  e d o  r

Th  n ff ct ven ss a d c l apse o  f an sta ’s l t y a gov r i g e i e e i e  n  o l f A gh i n mi i ar  nd e n n
inst t ti s l rg ly su st ntiat s i n’  skept c sm th  S l d e for s o pr p up i u on  a e  b a e B de s i i at U - e  f t t  o
t e gov r en  n bul w ld ever na l  i  o nd o  i s wn fe t. Th  h e nm t i  Ka  ou  e b e t t  sta n t o e e
int r atio al c nity as sp n ea ly 0 y ar  many housa d f es, nd e n n  ommu  h e t n r 2 e s, t n s o  liv a
t ill ons o  oll r  to  go  by A gh i an – ta n dow a -Q da; be i g k r i f d a s do od f an st   ki g n l ae  at n bac
t e Tal ban  su por i g, isi g, ra n n  an equippi g th  fg an l t y  h i ; p t n  adv n t i i g, d n e A h mi i ar ;
bolst r n g ver ing i stitu i n  and i v sting in th  coun r ’s civ l socie .e i g o n n t o s; n e e t y i  ty

Sign f c t o r s w made, but not enough  s t e Tal ban s spee  a van e i i an pr g e s as  . A h i ’ dy d c
h s r v al d  e e  t o dec s of t ady ppo t aile  o cr at  Afgh n a e e e , v n w  ade s e  su r f d t  e e a
n t t tio s capabl  o  o di g th i  o ni s i u n e f h l n e r w .

at is bec use he ssio  w s fat ly fl e r m t e ou t. It w s a f ol’s Th a  t  mi n a  al aw d f o h tse  a  o
r an t  try to tu n Afg anistan n o a c nt al z d, un t r  ate  e c u tr ’s e r d o r  h  i t   e r i e i a y st . Th o n y
f i ul topo ra y, et nic o p ex t  d t ib l d l c l o al s pr du e di f c t g ph  h c m l i y, an r a an o a l y tie  o c
ndu i g politica  fragme tat on  Its t oubl d ne g b hood and o  t  e r n l n i . r e i h or  h stility o
u si  n erfe e ce  for i  i te v n n pe ilous.o t de i t r n  make e gn n r e tio  r

ese i esc p ble conditio s e s r d t at ny ef o t to t rn Afgh nistan i to a Th  n a a  n n u e h a  f r  u  a  n
e n sta e oul fa l  id n made th  o gh and cor e t hoi e to i hdraw anmod r  t w d i . B e  e t u r c c c  w t  d 

nd a losi g ef ort n se rc  o  an u att n ble goale n f  i  a h f n ai a  .

e case f r wi hdr wa is a s but e d by t e e li y th  v n f t e niteTh  o t a l l o tr sse  h r a t  at e e i  h U d 
ate h fa le  sh rt n th  tio -bu l n f o t, it as hieved t pr ma ySt s as l n o o  e na n i di g r n  h ac i s i r  
r eg c o : e e ting tu e att cks on m r c o  its lies r m f anst at i  g al  pr v n fu r  a A e i a r al f o A gh  

err t ry. The U  an i s o litio  a tn r h e de i te al Qae  nAfgh nis ant i o   S d t c a n p r e s av  c ma d - da i  a t  
and P st n. The same g e for t e A gh  an h o  he Isla c St e, which haki a    o s  h f an br c f t  mi  at   as 
d monst at d o l t  o ar y u  r sna i n  att ks fro f an sta .e r e  n  abi i y t  c r  o t t an t o al ac m A gh i n

In he me time  t e US as u l  gl bal ne w rk of p r e s i h h c  fightt  an , h h b i t a o  t o a tn r w t w i h to  
te r ri w ldw de  ar  e evant inte lige ce  d o n ly boo  domest cr o sm or i , sh e r l  l n , an j i t  st i  
def nse ai st t r or st ta ks  The US an t ll e re tod y ch ard re s ag n e r i  at c .  d i s a i s a  a mu  h e  
target t an th y we e on S pte r 11  001. l Qae h s n t be n ble to ar ys h e r  e mbe  , 2 A - da a  o  e a  c r  
o t a majo  o e se tac n e th  bo n in London i  200u r v r as at k si c e mbi gs n 5.

The e is o  o r  o ar nt e th  the Tal ban i l not aga n pro id  safe ar rr  f c u se n  gu a e at i  w l i  v e  h bo  
to al Qae  si i ar oups. u tha  o tc me  h ly nl ke y. h  T liban h s - da or m l  gr  B t t u o  is igh  u i l  T e a a
bee  ing j s  i e on ow  d as i tl  e n t  r v v  partn r i  w t  n do u t f n  its n an h l t e r aso  o e i e its e sh p i h
th  l ke  al Qae  The lib n wi l a so an  t  m n ain a easu e o  e i s of - da. Ta a l l  w t o ai t  m r  f
i te n tio al l gi i cy nd support  likel  qua h  ny empt i n o o  n r a n e t ma  a , y s ing a  t at o  t  h st
gr p eking t  org i e te ro ist at cks aga n o e g  w r  Mo e ver  ou s se o an z r r ta i st f r i n po e s. r o ,
th e oups ave litt e i ce tiv  o se k o reg o p n f an st  h n th y ca  os  gr h l n n e t  e t  r u i  A gh i an w e e n
do  mor  asily elsewhe e so e e  r .

Fina ly  B de  is r g t t  and y his de i on n  he mi i ar  missi n i  l , i n i h o st b  c si to e d t  l t y o  n
Afgh i an  b c se doi g so s c n ste t wi  th  w l f he Am r c  an st , e au n  i o si n th e i l o  t  e i an
e ec o at . M t o  eA r c n blic, D mocr ts d Repu l c ns i , ha  os  l t r e  os  f th  me i a pu  e a an b i a al ke  s l t
pat e ce w t  t e ore e  ars” in he Mi  ast  Th  ill be al p u i th t d i n  i h h “f v r w t  ddle E . e i r  op l sm a le
t  D n d T u e ec i n ( d ea  e el ct on) merged i  pa t as response to o o al r mp’s l t o  an n r r - e i e n r a  
pe c i e me ican ver e ch n t e br a e  Mi e East. ga n   kdr p o  r e v d A r  o r a  i  h o d r ddl  A i st a bac o f
de ades o  ec n mic di ontent among U  w rkers, r ce tl  xac r te  by th  c f o o  sc  S o e n y e e ba d e
de ast i g impact f he demic, vote s w nt he r ax doll s t  go to Kan  v at n  o  t  pan r a  t i t ar o sas,
n t ndaho  Ka ar.

Th  s c ess o  id n e for  o repair me ica  mo r y de nds inc pal y on e u c f B e ’s f t t   A r n de c ac  pe pr i l
de i e ing domest c n e men ; t e inf a u tu e d so i l po i y l o  l v r i  i v st t h r str c r  an c a l c  bi ls n w

vi g th ough gr ss r  r t c l ste n e ri t dir ct on. u  ore  p y mo n r  Con e  a e c i i a ps i  th  gh e i  B t f ign olic
so mat ers. Whe  id n ple s t  pur e a for i  olic  f  he mid e cl ” al  t n B e  dge o su “ e gn p y or t  dl ass,
e ne ds to liv r by r u n   an f st te ra t th t en oys th  backing of t e h e de e   pu s i g a br d o  a c f a j e  h
me ican b i .A r  pu l c

f an sta  ser e t e suppor f t e i te n i n l commu i y for t e A gh i n de v s h t o  h n r at o a n t  h
o e ea l  fu ure. u  th  US- ed military ssio  has run t o r . Sa l , t e f r se b e t  B t e l  mi n  i s c u se d y h

st he int r ational c m nity c   for n w s e p a le i te h man t ian be t  e n  o mu  an do  o i h l  l v a  u i ar
ff r n an p e Afgh s t  loo to diplomac  o omi , and e r n  a  su e i g d r ss an o k y, c mpr se  r st ai t s

he r oun y o  sea ch s for a pe ce ul a d able politica  quilibriut i c tr n w r e   a f  n  st  l e m.
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EW YORK – Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has fled the country. His government has 
collapsed as Taliban fighters enter Kabul. Bringing back memories of the Nignominious fall of Saigon in 1975, two decades of America’s military presence in 

Afghanistan has vanished in a matter of weeks. How did it come to this?

There are wars of necessity, including World War II and the 1990-91 Gulf War. These are 
wars in which military force is employed because it is deemed to be the best and often 
only way to protect vital national interests. There also are wars of choice, such as the 
Vietnam and 2003 Iraq wars, in which a country goes to war even though the interests at 
stake are less than vital and there are nonmilitary tools that can be employed.

Now, it seems, there are also withdrawals of choice, when a government removes troops 
that it could have left in a theater of operation. It does not withdraw troops because their 
mission has been accomplished, or their presence has become untenable, or they are no 
longer welcomed by the host government. None of these conditions applied to the 
situation the United States found itself in Afghanistan at the start of President Joe Biden’s 
administration. Withdrawal was a choice, and, as is often true of wars of choice, the 
results promise to be tragic.

American troops first went to Afghanistan 20 years ago to fight alongside Afghan tribes 
seeking to oust the Taliban government that harbored al-Qaeda, the terrorist group 
responsible for the September 11, 2001, attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people in the US. 
The Taliban were soon on the run, although many of its leaders escaped to Pakistan, 
where over time they reconstituted themselves and resumed the fight against the Afghan 
government.

Troop numbers increased over the years – at one point during Barack Obama’s presidency 
to over 110,000 – as US ambitions in Afghanistan expanded. The cost was enormous: an 
estimated $2 trillion and close to 2,500 American lives, over 1,100 lives of its coalition 
partners, as well as up to 70,000 Afghan military casualties and nearly 50,000 civilian 
deaths. The results, however, were modest: while an elected Afghan government (unique 
in the country’s history) controlled the big cities, its grip on power remained tenuous, and 
the Taliban regained control over many smaller towns and villages.

The US intervention in Afghanistan was a classic case of overreach, a limited war of 
necessity initiated in 2001 that morphed over the years into a costly war of choice. But by 
the time Biden assumed the presidency, overreach was a thing of the past. American 
troop levels were down to around 3,000; their role was largely limited to training, 
advising, and supporting the Afghan forces. There had not been an American combat 
fatality in Afghanistan since February 2020. The modest US presence was both an anchor 
for some 8,500 troops from allied countries and a military and psychological backstop for 
the Afghan government.

In the US, Afghanistan had largely faded as an issue. Americans did not vote in the 2020 
presidential election with the country in mind and were not marching in the streets 
protesting US policy there. After 20 years, the US had reached a level of limited 
involvement commensurate with the stakes. Its presence would not lead to military 
victory or peace, but it would avert the collapse of a government that, however 
imperfect, was far preferable to the alternative that is now taking power. Sometimes 
what matters in foreign policy is not what you can accomplish but what you can avoid. 
Afghanistan was such a case.

But this was not US policy. Biden was working from a script inherited from the 
administration of Donald Trump, which in February 2020 signed an accord with the 
Taliban (cutting out the government of Afghanistan in the process) that set a May 2021 
deadline for the withdrawal of US combat troops. The agreement did not oblige the 
Taliban to disarm or commit to a ceasefire, but only to agree not to host terrorist groups 
on Afghan territory. It was not a peace agreement but a pact that provided a fig leaf, and a 
thin one at that, for American withdrawal.

The Biden administration has honored this deeply flawed agreement in every way but 
one: the deadline for full US military withdrawal was extended by just over three months. 
Biden rejected any policy that would have tied US troop withdrawal to conditions on the 
ground or additional Taliban actions. Instead, fearing a scenario in which security 
conditions deteriorated and created pressure to take the politically unpopular step of 
redeploying troops, Biden simply removed all US forces.

As was widely predicted, momentum dramatically shifted to the Taliban and away from 
the dispirited government after the announced (and now actual) US military departure. 
With the Taliban taking control of all of Afghanistan, widespread reprisals, harsh 
repression of women and girls, and massive refugee flows are a near certainty. Preventing 
terrorist groups from returning to the country will prove far more difficult without an in-
country presence.

Over time, there is the added danger that the Taliban will seek to extend their writ to 
much of Pakistan. If so, it would be hard to miss the irony, as it was Pakistan’s provision of 
a sanctuary to the Taliban for so many years that allowed it to wage war. Now, in a 
modern-day version of Frankenstein, it is possible that Afghanistan will become a 
sanctuary for taking the war to Pakistan – potentially a nightmare scenario, given 
Pakistan’s fragility, large population, nuclear arsenal, and history of war with India.

The hasty and poorly planned US withdrawal may not even provide sufficient time to 
evacuate now-vulnerable Afghans who worked with the US and Afghan governments. 
Beyond the local consequences, the grim aftermath of America’s strategic and moral 
failure will reinforce questions about US reliability among friends and foes far and wide.

Biden was recently asked if he harbored any regrets about his decision to withdraw all US 
troops from Afghanistan. He replied that he did not. He should.
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US$138.00 million will be freed and this can be allocated for programs that would outlift the 
ordinary Liberians.

If the political actors want to make the present salaries and benefits, they will provide 
better oversight and pass laws to increase the revenue envelope. And for them to make the 
current salaries and benefits the revenue envelope needs to be increased to US$995.00 
million. We believe this can be done and we need to work toward this.

If we make this sacrifice for 10 years and become financially disciplined, we will achieve the 
goal of making this country a middle -income country. In the 2015/2016 National Budget, the 
compensation was 40.5% or US$252 million and the budget was US$622.743 million. Since 
2015, the national budget continues to decrease but the compensation has continued to 
increase. For example, in 2018-2019 the national budget was US$526 million and in 2019-
2020 it was US$535 million but the compensation was US$296 and US$295 million or 56.22% 
and 53.55% respectively.

We Liberians are willing to make the sacrifices to develop the country. Any sacrifice we need to make 

for the development of the country is worth it.

The Chief Justice of the country has confirmed that some judges are corrupt. But this same 
Chief Justice requested the United State Treasury Department to give names of judges that 
were bribed.  With this assertion and confirmed revelation, this means the nation is in very 
serious trouble.  The Chief Justice also failed to give the names of corrupt judges.  
Fundamentally, this admittance is enough to impeach the Chief Justice because he failed 
to recommend the impeachment of those judges that are corrupt. Simply put, corruption 
has become an epidemic.

This nation does not need handouts to finance her development programs.  All the 

country needs are financial discipline, probity, and the recruitment of individuals 

who want to serve and not those who want to acquire wealth unscrupulously. 

Undoubtedly, a government job is for service to the country. If we look at the 

budget for example, as mentioned earlier, for the 2017/2018 fiscal year, the 

national budget was US$526,000,000.00 and employees' compensation was 

US$296,000,000.00 or 56.22%. The best practice is to allocate 30% for employees' 

compensation (US$157,800,000.00). This is a savings US$138,200,000.00. Imagine 

what this can do for the infrastructure in respect of the construction of roads and 

bridges. This amount can pave 138 or 150 kilometers of road per year. The 138 

kilometers cover from Ganta to Fish Town and Zwedru to Greenville respectively. 

Is it possible to sacrifice for the next ten years to enable the paving of all primary 

roads connecting the county's capitals? This we must do in order to reduce the 

hardship on our citizens instead of our leaders being egotistic.

3. Sacrifices are needed to achieve development needs of the people
For the past 173 plus years, particularly during the past 15 years the political 
actors have looted the resources for their benefit not for the benefit of the 
people. US$292.00 million of US$535.00 million of the national budget for 
compensation does not represent a government serious about uplifting ordinary 
Liberians from poverty.

The Poor -Poor Agenda for Transformation should be reflected in the national 
budget. We do not see this. All good managers allocate around 30% of the budget 
for compensation. Developing Liberia is a National Emergency. If we do this, 

Article       Article
Developing Liberia is a National Emergency: 

Reasons for Underdevelopment of Liberia
ByHun-Bu Tulay/ntevoma@gmail.com

Cont’d from last edition 
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people in the private sector.
He notes that government 

alone can't do all by itself saying, 
those out of the governing have 
sufficient ideas, and can proffer 
lasting solutions than people in 
government.

He says his platform aims at 
moving Liberia to another level 
to get om par with other 
countries in Africa and Europe.

The  c l e rgyman  names  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  
H e a l t h c a r e  d e l i v e r y ,  
T r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
Accountabil ity, and Road 
Connectivity, among others as 
some pillows of his platform.

Speaking further, Apostle 
Bimba reveals that if the 
L i b e r i a n  p e o p l e  r e p o s e  

confidence in him, and elect him 
as President, he would ensure 
that every government official 
including himself will not 
squander public funds and go 
with impunity.

"If the Liberian people give 
me the opportunity and elect me 
as their  President”, he vows, “I 
will ensure that all business 
transactions will be done in  
Liberian dollar currency which 
will give value to the local 
currency and improve the 
economy." 

Bimba says Agriculture under 
his leadership will make Liberia 
an independent nation, because 
it will reduce the culture of 
importation of the country’s 

 Liberian clergy 
Apostle James M. ABimba from the Free 

Pentecostal Global Church 
has announced his intension 
to contest for the presidency 
as an independent candidate 
in 2023.

Speaking to reporters over 
the weekend, he said forming 
political allegiances to 
unseat the ruling CDC is 
waste of time, and an 
attempt to put old wine in a 
new bottle, vowing that he 
w i l l  c o n t e s t  a s  a n  
independent candidate to 
avoid lot of enemies and save 
his image.

Apostle Bimba, also an 
agriculturist, narrates that 

f o l l o w i n g  s e r i e s  o f  
consultations with family 
members and friends, and 
understanding the nation’s 
problems, he is resolved to 
contest for the highest seat in 
the land come 2023.

He says his reason to 
wanting to contest as an 
independent, is also because 
he does not want to be looked 
at as an enemy to any of his 
counterparts. 

According to him, his 
quest for the presidency 
dates far back to 2005, and is 
driven by the continued 
refusal of the CDC-led 
government to accept 
recommendations from 

stable food rice, and foreign 
investors will explore the 
economy without any dread of 
oppression and harassment 
from public officials.

He also promises to uphold 
freedom of speech and the 
press, if elected and to fulfill 
promises during election, 
while providing opportunity 
t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community to observe his 
policies.

Apostle Bimba expresses 
optimism that his fellow 
clergymen and  Liberians 
generally will join him in 
making his dream to create a 
better Liberia a reality by 
rallying around him to win the 
presidency.

The 74-year-old farmer 
and religious educator says his 
experience and connection 
both at home and abroad will 
enable him to explore foreign 
opportunities for Liberia, and 
his government will work 
closely with the United States 
of America as its sole 
collaborator.

Disclosing plans for the 
young people of Liberia, 
mainly disadvantaged youth, 
Bimba notes that as part of his 
manifesto, recreational 
programs will be structured 
across the country, including 
prison centers that will 
transform and preserve the 
future generation.

He urges Liberians to elect 
leaders that have integrity, 
clean records and fear for 
God.                   

 President George M. Weah 
and his governing Coalition 
for Democratic Change 
government will have  to do 
more to mainta in  the 
confidence of Liberians in his 
quest to retain state power 
come 2023.

The Weah-led government 
has come under huge criticism 
from the opposition bloc and 
the public for poorly handling 
the affairs of state, thereby 
leaving thousands of citizens 
to go to bed on empty 
stomach, while his officials 
line the pockets with public 
money and go with impunity. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

more headline news       more headline news 

he magistrate of the 
Pleebo Magisterial TC o u r t  i n  

PleeboSodokan distr ict,  
Maryland County alarms that 
the lack of prison facility in 
the southeastern county 
posses serious threat to 
community dwellers.

Harper Central Prison, the 
only palace of correction and 
rehabilitation in Maryland 
County, is currently in ruin, 
nearly five months after angry 
citizens demanding justice for 
the gruesome murder of a 
student and motorcyclist, 
vandalized the facility and 
attacked a police station. 

As a result, the general 
justice and rule of law system 
in the county appears to be 
paralyzed.

According to Magistrate A. 
BoyeeMah, pretrial detainees 
are either held at Fish Town 
Correctional Palace in next 
door River Gee County or they 
are taken further to Zwedru 

Correctional Palace in Grand 
Gedeh County due to the poor 
state of the prison in Pleebo.

Though the road is paved, 
but a drive from Harper, 
Maryland to Fish Town, River 
Gee takes several hours, and 
extending to Zwedru, Grand 
Gedeh County on a totally 
rough road takes nearly five 
hours.

Transportation fairs per 
person is L$3,000 on a 
commercial motorbike and is 
between L$1,500 to L$1,800 
on a public transport vehicle.

Magistrate Mah sees the 
s i tuat ion as  something 
challenging hence, he seeks 
urgent intervention from 
government.

Speaking in an interview 
over the weekend, he said the 
lack of prison poses a serious 
burden on the court’s ability to 
dispense Justice.

Further lamenting the 
dilemma, he said the court 
usually finds itself in a ‘catch-

22’ situation in which they don’t 
have resources to transport 
defendants to the Fish Town 
Correctional Palace and won’t 
risk releasing them back into the 
c o m m u n i t y  w i t h o u t  
prosecution.

In some cases, the Pleebo 
Mag i s te r i a l  Cour t  judge  
indicates that complainants or 
people directly victimized are 
the ones who go extra mile in 
facilitating the transportation of 
defendants.

However, in cases where 
complainants can’t afford, “it 
can be a difficult situation,” he 
says.

When asked about the 
situation during an appearance 
on a community radio station in 
the county, Maryland County 
Superintendent George Prowd 
preferred to reserve comment.

It is not clear why he failed to 
say a word on the matter 
concerning the county’s only 
correction palace.

However, analysts suggest 
that the Superintendent didn’t 
want to discuss such crucial 
issue in the public at the 
moment, owing to its sensitivity 
or to prematurely disclose 
efforts underway to address the 
situation.

Angry protesters in Pleebo 
City, Maryland County, including 
commercial motorcyclists set 
ablaze the residence of Speaker 
Bhofal Chambers’ and the prison 
compound, demanding speedy 
investigation into the gruesome 
m u r d e r  o f  S t u d e n t  
ModiciousNyemah on Thursday, 
March 25, 2021 at about 10 A.M.

Speaker Chambers is a 
lawmaker, who represents 
Pleebo, Sodokan District in 
Maryland County.

Several  suspects were 
subsequently arrested, charged 
and detained at the Zwedru 
Correctional Palace in Grand 
Gedeh County, pending trial. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Lack of prison poses 
threat to citizens’ lives
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to Aminata filling station and I 
like to encourage them in this 
public manner to take full 
responsibility for this disaster or 
failure on their part,  the 
government will come after 
them."

M o n r o v i a  C i t y  M a y o r  
Jefferson T. Koijee made those 
statements Saturday, August 14, 
2021 when he led an array of 
government officials to the 
scene of the fire disaster, after 
news broke Friday that a gas 

he Government of 
L i b e r i a  u r g e s  Tpetroleum dealer 

Aminata& Sons to take full 
responsibility for Friday’s 
August 13, 2021 devastating 
situation that left 10 persons 

severely injured   and several 
p r o p e r t i e s  d a m a g e d ,  
including stores along Water 
Street in central Monrovia.

“I’m told the truck that 
caused this disaster belongs 

tanker belonging to Aminata& 
Sons lost control and ran into 
three houses and several 
stores thereby injuring 
several residents.

Mayor Koijee said as Mayor 
of Monrovia it is his duty to 
ensure safety of residents, 
the capital and its environs. 

"We can't sit and watch this 
thing to continue happening", 
he said and noted from now 
onward the Monrovia City 
Corporation will work with 
k e y  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
institutions, including the 
ministry of Public Works and 
the Ministry of Transport to 
ensure vehicles especially, 
heavy duty trucks that are 
plying the streets are well 
checked or are road worthy to 
avoid a reoccurrence of such 
accident.

“I'm told this isn't the first 
nor second or third time for 
such a situation to occur, but 
you can rest assure that the 
government will do all in its 
power to making sure that the 
relevant institution, which is 
t he  Na t i ona l  D i s a s t e r  
Management Agency comes to 
your aid as quick as possible", 
Koijee added.

He extended sympathy to 
owners of houses and stores 
that got destroyed, adding 
that government is sadden 

more headline news       more headline news 

he Government of 
Liberia through the TL i be r i a  Re f ugee  

R e p a t r i a t i o n  a n d  
Resettlement Commission 
(LRRRC) announces plans to 
d i s p a t c h  a  h i g h - l e v e l  
delegation to Ghana to rescue 
struggling Liberian refugees on 
the Budubura Camp.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  n e w s  
conference in Monrovia, the 
executive director of the 
LRRRC Rev. Festus Logan 
reveals  the inst i tut ion 
received communication from 
Liberians residing in the camp 
in Ghana about alleged 
maltreatment meted against 
them, so some of them have 
opted to return to home.

"We’re having serious 
problem and complaint from 
our citizens living on the 
refugee camp in Ghana that 
p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y  h a s  

increased", director Logan 
notes.

According to him, he has 
watched videos on social 
media, demonstrating police 
brutality, something, he says 
prompted Liberians there to 
call on the Government of 
Liberia through the Office of 
President George Weah to 
make swift intervention in the 
situation.

He says the LRRRC has 
presented a proposal to 
President Weah that the 
commission wants to dispatch 
a delegation to Ghana and 
meet the Ghanaian refugee 
board and hold discussion with 
them.

“We are aware that about 
350 Liberian citizens have 
been granted refugee status in 
Ghana, but our visit is to ask 
the Ghanaian refugees board 
what happened to the 

repatriation process, and we 
will further be meeting with the 
victims to inquire from them and 
encourage them to return, 
because there's nowhere like 
home”, Rev. Logan adds.

He says the LRRRC intends to 
have a multi-sectoral meeting 
with line ministries and agencies 
to get fully prepared following 
its return from Ghana, saying, 
“Because it's our understanding 
that some of the refugees are 
wanting to return, for us to set 
t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e i r  
reintegration into society.”

However, the LRRRC Boss 
reminds that according to UN 
Convention, it is the right of a 
refugee to stay in a country and 
seek asylum to stay in that 
country or sign to return to their 
respective home countries, 
something, he terms as local 
integration.

He says it is not a good thing 
to force refugees to leave a 
particular country, noting that it 
happened to Sierra Leoneans, 
and Ivoirians in Liberia, they 
were granted asylum, work 
permit, jobs, and that should 
happen to any country that 
signed up to UN Conventions, so 
those are discussions the 
Liberian delegation will be 
holding with her Ghanaian 
counterparts in Ghana.

"We have the UNHCR and 
other partners here, we will ask 
them what happened to our 
citizens in Ghana", Rev. Logan 
maintains. 

Hundreds, if not thousands of 
Liberians chose to stay in the 
Ghana’s Budubura Camp, years 
after  the UNHCR ended 
voluntary repatriation of 
Liberian refugees. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

on 15th of June 2021 at the 
Ministry of Labour with the 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  m a j o r  
commercial houses and chain 
businesses in and outside 
Monrovia. 

The action is also in line 

he  M in i s t r y  o f  
Labour has issued TStanding Order #2 

r e s t r i c t i n g  c e r t a i n  
employment opportunities to 
Liberians in commercial 
business establishments with 
branches in Monrovia and 
other parts of the country.

The Ministry noted that all 
Assistant Branch Manager 
Positions be restricted for 
Liberians in support of the 
recent Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU), signed 
between the Ministry of 
Labour and Liberia Chamber 
of Commerce for the creation 
of five hundred (500) jobs for 
new college and university 
graduates in the country.

 In a communication send 
out to commercial business 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w i t h  
branches in Monrovia and 
other parts of the Country 
signed by Labour Minister 
Cllr. Charles H. Gibson, said 
that the decision is in 
reference to a meeting held 

Regulation #17 of the Ministry 
of Labour which provides that 
“before a work permit is 
issued to a foreigner, the 
Minister of Labour must first 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Ministry of Labour restricts certain 

Take responsibility or 
we’ll come after you
-Govt. warns Aminata & Stations

employment opportunities to Liberian 

By Lewis S Teh 

GOL to embark on rescue 
mission to Ghana 

By Lewis S Teh 
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l u s i e u r s  
r e s p o n s a b l e s  
gouvernementaux P

soupçonnés de corruption 
auraient quitté le pays avant 
que l'interdiction de voyager 
qui leur était imposée ne soit 
émise, a appris ce journal.

Une source digne de foi a 
confié dimanche à ce journal 
que M. Charles McArthur Gull, 
qui a récemment admis avoir 
détourné plus de 300 000 $ US 
au port de Buchanan, et son 
statisticien en chef se 
trouveraient aux États-Unis.

Le juge du tribunal 
municipal de Monrovia a 
imposé une interdiction de 
v o y a g e r  à  p l u s i e u r s  
responsables de l’Autorité 
portuaire du Liberia, dont son 
ancien directeur général, son 
directeur f inancier, le 
directeur général suspendu 
de l'eau et des égouts et les 
deux responsables du port de 
Buchanan.

L'interdiction visait à 
maintenir tous les suspects 
dans l'espace territorial du 
Libéria jusqu'à la fin des 
enquêtes de la Commission 
anti-corruption du Libéria 

(LACC).
M. Gull a admis la semaine 

dernière avoir volé 300 000 
dollars américains dans les 
coffres du port de Buchanan. 
Mais nos sources nous ont dit que 
le montant réel a été sous-
estimé. Il s’agit plutot selon 
elles de 600 000 dollars 
américains et cela aurait pu être 
1,2 million de dollars américains 
si Mittal Steel n'avait pas sonné 
l'alarme.

Comment est-ce arrivé ?
Les sources ont confié à ce 

journal que Gull et Kamara 
avaient émis des factures à 
Mittal Steel pour le paiement 
de leurs opérations au port de 
Buchanan en utilisant un faux 
compte UBA au lieu du compte 
du port pour détourner les 
fonds.

Ce quotidien a appris que 

Les soldats des Forces armées 
du Libéria (AFL) qui ont 
récemment participé avec 
succès à l'exercice annuel 
d'entraînement de simulation 
de guerre aux États-Unis 
connu sous le nom de 
N o r t h e r n  S t r i k e  s o n t  
retournés au Libéria.
Les troupes dirigées par le 
chef d'état-major adjoint des 
Forces armées du Libéria, le 
général Géraldine George, 
avait quitté le pays le mois 
dernier pour participer à 
l ' e x e r c i c e  a n n u e l  
d'entraînement de simulation 

de guerre, organisé par la Garde 
nationale du Michigan, dans 
l'état du Michigan, aux États-
Unis d'Amérique.
Les soldats ont été tirés du 
peloton de réaction rapide et 
devraient être déployés en 
République du Mali dans le cadre 
de la mission des Nations Unies 
de maintien de la paix.
Les troupes libériennes faisaient 
partie du personnel militaire des 
États-Unis, du Royaume-Uni, de 
la Lettonie et du Taïwan.
En recevant les troupes à 
l'aéroport international Roberts 
(RIA), le ministre adjoint de la 

Défense chargé de la presse 
et des affaires publiques, Sam 
Collins, s'est réjoui du retour 
réussi et de la participation 
du personnel des Forces 
armées du Libéria à l'exercice 
d'entraînement, soulignant 
que la formation récente a 
ajouté plus de valeur aux 
forces armées du Libéria.
Il a félicité le gouvernement 
et le peuple des États-Unis 
d'Amérique, en particulier la 
Garde nationale du Michigan 
pour son soutien continu à 
l'AFL.
Le ministre adjoint de la 
Défense a souligné que la 
participation continue de 
l'AFL à Northern Strike 
améliorera ses capacités 
opérationnelles. « Cela 
aidera également le Libéria à 
disposer de troupes prêtes 
pour la mission avant le 
déploiement dans la Mission 
multinationale des Nations 
Unies pour l'intégration et la 
s t a b i l i s a t i o n  a u  M a l i  
(MINUSMA).
Northern Strike, est exécuté 
dans des conditions de terrain 
complexes conçues pour 
simuler un environnement de 
guerre réaliste, démontre la 
capacité de fournir des 

L'absence d'un leadership proactif dans la structure 
gouvernementale nuit gravement à l'administration de George 
Weah qui est au pouvoir depuis près de quatre ans maintenant. 
La mauvaise gouvernance alimentée par la corruption, les 
violations constitutionnelles, le favoritisme politique et 
l'incompétence, entre autres, est visible partout, depuis le 
plus haut échelon du gouvernement jusqu'aux fonctionnaires 
subalternes.

Les récentes vagues de protestations de masse des citoyens 
lésés à travers le pays démontrent un manque total de 
leadership dans l'administration.

Les expériences désagréables ont montré leurs têtes laides 
d'abord à Grand Cape Mount, en particulier à Robertsport, où 
des citoyens lésés sont descendus dans la rue parce que leur 
sénateur élu, Simeon Taylor, n'a pas encore pris son siège au 
Sénat en raison de contestations judiciaires qui durent 
presque un an, leur privant ainsi une représentation, en dépit 
du fait d’avoir fait leur choix dans les urnes le 8 décembre 
2020. Une manifestation similaire s'est produite à Lofa où les 
citoyens veulent que leur sénateur élu, J. Brownie Samukai, 
qui fait face à une bataille juridique, siège au Sénat.

À Margibi, des commerçants ont barricadé la rue parce qu’on 
veut les relocaliser de force. Monrovia a été témoin de deux 
manifestations violentes et sanglantes, ayant fait plusieurs 
blessés. Des étudiants de l'Université du Libéria dirigés par le 
Student Unification Party (SUP) protestaient contre les cours 
en ligne, un programme mis en place par l'administration. Mais 
ils ont été violemment dispersés par la police anti-émeute à 
l'aide de grenades lacrymogènes. Il y a eu plusieurs blessés 
parmi les étudiants. 

Pas plus tard que la semaine dernière, des citoyens lésés, dont 
pour la plupart des malinkés, ont marché de la Japan Freeway 
au temple de la justice et au siège de la police nationale dans 
le centre-ville de Monrovia, réclamant la dépouille mortelle 
d'un des leurs, qui serait mort du fait de la brutalité policière.

Toutes ces réactions distinctes des citoyens se sont produites 
en raison de l'absence d'une chose : le leadership. De Lofa à 
Cape Mount en passant par Margibi et Montserrado, les 
dirigeants n'ont pas fait preuve de leadership pour rassurer les 
citoyens que leurs intérêts étaient protégés. À l'Université du 
Libéria et le long de la Japan Freeway, si les dirigeants avaient 
été proactifs, les citoyens ne seraient pas descendus dans la 
rue pour protester.

Il faut rappeler à ceux à qui l'on a confié le pouvoir qu'ils sont 
placés à ces postes pour régler les problèmes avant qu'ils ne 
tournent mal, une responsabilité élevée qu'ils ne devraient 
jamais minimiser, comme l'indiquent ces expériences 
désagréables.

Il est temps que les dirigeants, de la Présidence au cabinet, en 
passant par la police, la justice et le surintendant du comté, 
rassemblent leurs actions pour diriger comme les dirigeants 
qu'ils devraient être pour rendre notre société stable et unie. 
Il ne faut pas qu’ils soient des leaders uniquement par le nom, 
mais par le fait qu’ils font preuve d'un leadership proactif pour 
maintenir la confiance des personnes qu'ils dirigent.

Cela empêcherait les citoyens de descendre dans la rue pour 
exprimer des griefs uniquement pour subir des blessures de la 
part des agents de police cruels et brutaux qui sont fidèles non 
pas au peuple et à l'État, mais à des dirigeants insensibles et 
corrompus qui gouvernent de manière égoïste.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Un déficit persistant de leadership 
dans le Libéria de Weah

           TUESDAY       AUGUST   17

Une interdiction de voyager imposée 
après que les suspects ont quitté le pays

Les troupes libériennes arrivent après avoir terminé 
avec succès des entraînements aux États-Unis.
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TANFORD – Depuis quelques mois, un 
nombre croissant d 'observateurs Séconomiques font part de leurs 

inquiétudes au sujet de l'augmentation de 
l'inflation aux États-Unis. Une grande partie 
des commentaires (dont le mien) portent sur la 
poursuite apparente par la Réserve fédérale 
américaine d'une politique monétaire laxiste 
face à la hausse des prix. Malgré une forte 
augmentation du taux de croissance 
monétaire, la banque centrale est toujours 
engagée dans un programme d'achat d'actifs à 
grande échelle (à hauteur de 120 milliards de 
dollars par mois) et elle maintient le taux des 
fonds fédéraux autour de 0,05 à 0,1 %.

Ce taux est exceptionnellement bas par 
rapport à des périodes similaires de l'histoire 
récente. Pour comprendre ce que cela a 
d'exceptionnel, il suffit de consulter le 
Monetary Policy Report, le rapport de politique 
monétaire de la Fed du 9 juillet 2021, qui 
contient des règles politiques étudiées de 
longue date qui prescrivent en principe un taux 
directeur plus élevé que le taux actuel. L'une 
d'entre elles est la « règle de Taylor, » selon 
laquelle la Fed doit fixer son taux cible des 
fonds fédéraux en fonction de l'écart entre 
l'inflation réelle et l'inflation ciblée.

La règle de Taylor, exprimée sous la forme 
d'une équation simple, a bien fonctionné 
depuis que l'on s'y est conformé au fil des ans. 
Si l'on introduit le taux d'inflation actuel des 
quatre derniers trimestres (environ 4 %), 
l'écart entre le PIB et son potentiel pour le 
deuxième trimestre de 2021 (environ 2 %), un 
taux d'inflation cible de 2 % et un taux d'intérêt 
d'équilibre de 1 %, on obtient  un taux désiré 
des fonds fédéraux de 5 %.

En outre, la règle de Taylor implique que même 
si le taux d'inflation chutait à 2 % d'ici la fin de 
cette année (ce qui serait bien inférieur à la 
plupart des prévisions) et que la production 
économique atteignait son potentiel, le taux 
des fonds fédéraux devrait encore être de 3 %. 
C'est loin du niveau proche de zéro suggéré par 
les orientations prospectives de la Fed.

Comme ces calculs utilisent le taux d'inflation 
moyen au cours des quatre derniers trimestres, 
ils sont cohérents avec une forme de « ciblage 
de l'inflation moyenne » que la Fed elle-même 
a approuvé l'été dernier. Ils sont également 
conformes au taux d'intérêt d'équilibre suggéré 
récemment par la Fed de 1 %, plutôt qu'au taux 
de 2 % qui a toujours été utilisé. Si ce dernier 
avait été utilisé, l'écart entre le taux directeur 
conforme à la règle et le niveau réel du taux 
des fonds serait encore plus grand.

Ces niveaux supérieurs possibles pour le taux 
des fonds fédéraux sont largement ignorés 
dans les débats rapportés par la Fed. Au lieu de 
cela, la Fed insiste sur le fait que la hausse 
actuelle de l'inflation est un sous-produit 
temporaire de l'effet de la pandémie sur 
l'inflation l'année dernière. Ceux qui 
défendent sa position actuelle soulignent que 
les taux d'intérêt du marché sur les obligations 
à long terme restent très bas. Sur les avoirs du 
trésor réputés sûrs, le rendement sur cinq ans 

est seulement de 0,81 % et le rendement sur dix 
ans est seulement de 1,35 % - ce qui est bien 
inférieur aux taux suggérés par la règle de Taylor 
lorsqu'ils sont pondérés sur ces échéances. 
Compte tenu de ces facteurs, de nombreux 
commentateurs affirment ne pas être inquiets : 
les marchés sont probablement rationnels quand 
ils prévoient des taux bas.

Le problème de cette façon de penser, c'est que 
les taux bas à long terme sont probablement 
causés par la propre insistance de la Fed à 
maintenir des taux bas aussi longtemps que 
possible. Comme Josephine M. Smith et moi-
même l'avons démontré dans une étude de 2009, 
il y a une « structure des échéances des règles de 
politique » à prendre en compte. En fait, la règle 
de politique pour les obligations à plus long 
terme dépend de la règle de politique pour le 
taux des fonds fédéraux à beaucoup plus court 
terme, tel que les gens sur le marché le 
perçoivent. Si la Fed convainc le marché qu'elle 
gardera des taux bas, la structure des échéances 
des taux d'intérêt impliquera des taux à plus long 
terme plus bas.

La situation actuelle est similaire à celle de 2004, 
lorsque le président de la Fed de l'époque, Alan 
Greenspan, a remarqué que les rendements des 
bons du Trésor sur dix ans ne semblaient pas liés à 
des changements dans le taux des fonds 
fédéraux. Il a qualifié cela de « casse-tête » 
parce que le taux d'intérêt réel à court terme 
n'entraînait pas une augmentation aussi 
importante des taux d'intérêt à long terme, 
comme cela était prévu en se fondant sur 
l'expérience passée. Le durcissement de la 
politique monétaire n'a pas eu autant d'effet sur 
les taux à plus long terme par rapport aux 
périodes précédentes de durcissement.

Au cours de cette période, le taux des fonds 
fédéraux a significativement dévié par rapport 
aux prévisions de la réponse typique de la Fed, 
comme c'est le cas actuellement. Lorsque le taux 
réel des fonds fédéraux a dévié de manière 
significative par rapport au niveau suggéré par 
les règles politiques, la réponse des taux 
d'intérêt à court terme à l'inflation semblait être 
beaucoup plus faible, du moins du point de vue 
des acteurs du marché qui tentaient d'évaluer la 
politique de la Fed. En outre, une telle 
perception d'un coefficient de réponse plus 
faible à la règle politique aurait pu conduire les 
acteurs du marché à s'attendre à une réponse 
plus faible des taux d'intérêt à long terme par 
rapport à l'inflation et donc à une baisse des taux 
d'intérêt à long terme.

Aujourd'hui, il semble que la Fed s'écarte des 
règles de politique monétaire. Elle a ouvert sa 
propre voie en matière d'orientations 
prospectives et le marché fonde ses estimations 
des taux futurs sur l'espoir que cet écart va se 
maintenir. Mais l'histoire nous enseigne que cette 
situation ne pourra pas perdurer indéfiniment. 
En fin de compte, la Fed devra revenir à une règle 
politique et quand elle le fera, le casse-tête 
disparaîtra de lui-même. Plus tôt cela arrivera, 
plus la reprise sera fluide. Il est encore temps de 
s'ajuster et de revenir à une règle politique, mais 
le temps nous est compté.

FrançaisFrançais
voyager publiée ce week-end, se 
trouvaient déjà aux États-Unis.

Cependant, il s’est dit 
c o n v a i n c u  q u e  s i  l e s  
informations sur les deux 
s u s p e c t s  s o n t  a v é r é e s ,  
l ’engagement  récent  de  
l'ambassade des États-Unis à 
soutenir la LACC dans sa lutte 
contre la corruption pourrait 
être exploité pour les faire 
extrader et les traduire en 
justice.

« Nous espérons travailler 
avec l'ambassade des États-Unis 
pour les faire extrader parce que 
le gouvernement américain nous 
a promis un soutien total pour 
lutter contre la corruption", a 
déclaré Me Martins dimanche.

Donc, nous pensons qu'une 
fois la procédure d'extradition 
terminée devant le tribunal, 
nous les récupérerons au Libéria 
», a-t-il ajouté.

La LACC envisage d'aller au-
delà des suspects mentionnés ici 
pour inclure tous ceux qui ont 
été mentionnés ou liés à des 
rapports d'audit qui ont en 
quelque sorte quitté l'espace 
territorial de la LACC. Ils seront 
ramenés pour faire face à la loi.

Me Martins, qui fut procureur 
du comté de Montserrado, est 
arrivé à la tête de la LACC il y a 
environ trois semaines. Il tient à 
poursuivre tous les responsables 
qu i  sont  soupçonnés  de  
détournement de fonds.

« Nous avons commencé à 
récupérer certains des dossiers 
de mauvaise gestion et de 
détournement. Nous ne pouvons 
pas conclure maintenant (c'est-
à-dire sur le montant total 
impliqué), mais nous demandons 
au gouvernement du Libéria de 
nous aider à obtenir le montant 
réel.

d'entraînement annuel simule « 
un environnement de guerre 
réaliste » et met l'accent sur les 
compétences expéditionnaires, 
le commandement et le 
contrôle, le maintien en 
p u i s s a n c e  e t  l e s  f e u x  
interarmées.
"Cet exercice est une excellente 
occasion pour nos partenaires 
m u l t i - c o m p o s a n t s ,  
multinationaux et interagences 
de devenir des combattants 
interarmées efficaces", a 
déclaré le général de division de 
l'armée américaine Paul Rogers, 
adjudant général et directeur de 
la DMVA. « Une formation telle 
que nous pourrions être 
appelées à nous battre est 
essentielle pour se préparer à 
affronter un adversaire proche à 
l'avenir. »et civil du Libéria ; et 
l e  d é v e l o p p e m e n t  d e s  
infrastructures comme la 
construction du bâtiment 
polyvalent à la caserne EBK.

la société sidérurgique avait 
effectué trois paiements 
différents sur ce compte 
avant de constater que ce 
compte ne correspondait pas 
à celui de Buchanan Ports. « 
200 000 USD de ce montant 
avaient été transférés via un 
compte bancaire individuel 
chez UBA ».

La réponse d'ArcelorMittal 
à New Dawn

Lorsque ce quotidien a 
posé des questions sur les 
transactions, la société a 
transmis la déclaration ci-
dessous au journal.

« ArcelorMittal Liberia 
confirme avoir été approché 
par la Commission libérienne 
de lutte contre la corruption 
(LACC) concernant une 
enquête en cours sur une 
allégation de détournement 
de  fonds  versés  pour  
l'utilisation du port de 
Buchanan pour exporter du 
minerai de fer.

En tant qu'entreprise 
respectueuse des lois et 
entreprise avec une politique 
anti-corruption de tolérance 
zéro, ArcelorMittal Liberia 
affirme sa coopération la plus 
totale avec les autorités.

Le patron du LACC Me 
Edouard Martin

Me Edward Martins a dit 
dimanche à ce journal que la 
LACC avait invité Gull dans 
ses locaux pour répondre à 
quelques questions, mais il 
n’a pas honoré l’invitation. " 
Depuis que nous l'avons 
invité, il n’est pas venu", a-t-
il déclaré.Il a semblé surpris 
d'apprendre que Gull et son 
statisticien en chef, deux des 
suspects dont les noms sont 
sur la liste d'interdiction de 

possibilités de préparation 
accessible pour les unités 
militaires de toutes les 
branches de service pour 
atteindre et maintenir la 
compétence dans la conduite 
d e  m i s s i o n  d e  
commandement, air, mer et 
m a n œ u v r e  a u  s o l  
I n t é g r a t i o n ,  a v e c  
s y n c h r o n i s a t i o n  d e s  
i n c e n d i e s  d a n s  u n  
environnement d'action 
interarmées, multinational 
et décisif.
La zone d'entraînement 
c o m p r e n d  l e  c e n t r e  
d ' e n t r a î n e m e n t  a u x  
m a n œ u v r e s  d u  c a m p  
Grayl ing et le centre 
d'entraînement au combat 
d'Alpena : 148 000 acres 
d'espace de manœuvre et 
plus de 17 000 milles carrés 
d'espace aérien à usage 
s p é c i a l .  L ' e x e r c i c e  
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L'état d'exception de la Fed

Par John B. TaylorUne interdiction de voyager imposée 

Les troupes libériennes arrivent après avoir terminé 
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Dollars for Bill but the suspect 
said the money was small so he 
(Pastor Pewee) decided to go 
inside and add the money up, 
but while in his room, he didn't 
know where Bill took knife 
from and started raising it to 
people that were sitting in the 
yard, so they ran from him. 

The Pastor explains that 
while still in his room, he 
heard shouts of people from 
outside telling him not to 
come out because Bill had 
taken a knife and was running 
behind them, so he decided to 
come outside and see what 
was happening, but didn’t 
observe that his two-year-old 
daughter followed him. He 
says when he came out, Bill 
raised the knife to stab him, so 
he ran back into his room and 
locked the door, leaving the 
little girl behind.

Pastor Pewee says while in 
the room, he saw his little 
daughter Hannah Pewee in the 

upon hearing the news, “but 
again we are excited that 
there was no casualty, and 
that is because we all serve 
the true living God.”

Koijee also lauded the 
Liberia National Fire Service 
for its adequate response to 
the incident as well as the 
Police for restoring calm.

At the same time speaking 
to some victims of  the 
devastating situation, a 
resident, Ms. DarlineSoumie 
describe the incident as total 
setback for her and her entire 
family, adding that they now 
have nowhere to stay, after all 
of their houses were destroyed 
during the incident.

"As we speak me and my 
other family has absolutely 
nowhere to go nor is sleep, our 
only hope now to call on 
national government, and 
o t h e r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  

hands of Bill, running in the bush 
with her so he came out and ran 
behind him, and as he got close, 
he saw Bill stabbing his daughter 
and telling him to take courage 
and that it was finished, and 
nothing he (Pastor Pewee) could 
do, saying he was sorry.

It had been reported earlier 
that Suspect Bill Zian stabbed 
the girl after her father, Pastor 
Yarkpazua Pewee failed to pay 
his debt.

According to River Cess Police 
detachment, Suspect Zian 
alleged that Pastor Pewee owes 
him 16 thousand Liberian dollars 
and has since refused to pay the 
amount, leaving him with no 
choice but to revenge on the 
pastor’s daughter.

Police in River Cess have 
reportedly arrested the suspect 
and placed him behind bar, 
p e n d i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  
investigation. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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I don't owe

Take responsibility
organizations to immediately 
come to our aid" 

Another resident, Alpha 
Mitchell thanked God for his life, 
saying it was God that saved the 
lives of those people who got 
injured, because they were all in 
their various houses when the 
truck fell down the bridge.

Mr. Mitchell said though 
fellow Muslim brothers who are 
owners of the damaged stores 
lost huge portion of their goods, 
but life is more important and he 
is thankful that nobody died as 
result of the fire.

"Nobody pray for this to 
happen but since it has 
happened, we’re looking 
forward to hearing from our 
government", he noted. 

He then thanked Mayor 
Koijee for visiting the scene to 
assess the level of damage done. 
-Editing by Jonathan Browne

he ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, as it 
h a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  h a s  m a d e  Tinternational travel to and from 

Japan difficult. The Japanese government, 
faced with thousands of new infections every 
day, has for the foreseeable future, closed the 
country to new long-term foreign residents, 
including many prospective students in the 
nation’s universities and other educational 
institutions. No new student visas are being 
issued, disrupting study abroad activities.

However, looking ahead to the world after 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Japan offers a 
particularly attractive environment for 
Africans. As the country continues its decade-
long trend in the increase of its foreign 
resident population, Africa is one region of the 
world that there remains much-untapped 
potential for immigration to Japan. Study 
abroad, followed by working in the country, 
has been a long-favored route for long-term 
residency among foreigners in Japan. Africans 
should certainly tap this opportunity much 
more than they have at the moment.

Below, we summarize some of the main 
reasons Africans should consider studying 
abroad and then working in Japan.

1. Africans Remain Rare in a Japan with a 
Growing Foreign Population

African citizens are a rare breed in 
contemporary Japan, despite the rapid 
internationalization of the country’s 
population. While foreign workers in 
Japan exceeded 1.5 million in 2018, 
tripling in one decade, government 
figures show that less than 7,000 
Africans, 3,000 of whom from Nigeria, 
reside in Japan. The lack of a 
significant African diaspora in Japan, 
especially when compared to more 
established host societies like the US, 
UK, and France, means that it is 
difficult for Africans to acquire 
information about the country.

The lack of African residents in 
Japan is an opportunity for those from 
the continent willing to go. For many 
years, Japan has been drumming up 
increased economic and people-to-
people exchanges with Africa, notably 
through the Tokyo International 
Conference on African Development, 
held since 1993. For Africans who take 
concrete steps toward moving to 
Japan, they would avail themselves of 
chances for personal development untapped 
by many of their compatriots thus far.

2. Japanese Universities Want More 
African Students

This is particularly true for African youths 
who may be considering different options for 
furthering their education outside their home 
countries. Japanese government data show 
that as of May 2019, more than 312,000 foreign 
students were enrolled in post-secondary 
education in Japan, but less than 10% of them 
came from outside East and Southeast Asia, 
with Africa contributing to a mere few 
thousand to the total. There is certainly room 
for more African students in Japan.

Those African youths that are willing to go 
to Japan for education will find themselves 
welcomed by universities struggling to attract 
enough students. The difficulty of Japanese 
universities to fill their classrooms stems from 
largely East and Southeast Asia’s demographic 
circumstances. The latest data from the World 
Bank show that East and Southeast Asian 
countries have an average fertility rate below 
the replacement level of 2.1, with South 
Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore recording the 
lowest fertility rates at 1.2 or below. Japan, 
Taiwan, and South Korea also lead the world’s 
advanced economies with the lowest number 
of births per 1,000 women, with China not far 
behind. The data points to a near future in 

which Japanese universities battle for an ever-
shrinking pool of local and Asian students. A greater 
intake of African students will ensure these 
universities do not face shutdown due to lack of 
future demand.

3. Japanese Education Can be Cheap with 
Scholarships and Part-time Work

To entice more foreign students from outside 
Asia, the Japanese government, universities, and 
civic society have rolled out the financial red 
carpet. The 2019-2020 scholarship information 
pamphlet published by Japan Student Services 
Organization, an agency dedicated to assisting 
foreign students in the country, shows more than 
120 sources of funding available to international 
scholars in Japan. These range from national and 
regional government scholarships that fund 
international travel, tuition, and more than USD 
1,400 in monthly stipend, to those offered by 
private foundations and companies that hand out 
more than USD 1,900 every month in cash to dozens 
of students each.

Even for foreign students who are not lucky 
enough to get a scholarship to study in Japan, doing 
part-time work may allow them to graduate from 
even top universities in Japan at a minimal cost. A 
Japanese student visa automatically allows the 
holder and his/her family members to work 28 hours 
a week when school is in session and 8 hours a day 
during holidays. A quick search through part-time 

job listings for foreigners in Japan shows that hourly 
wage can be as high as USD 14 for store and 
restaurant staff, and as much as USD 39 for English 
teachers. The hourly wages are high compared to 
tuition fees, which are little more than USD 5,000 a 
year even at the University of Tokyo, the most 
prestigious university in Japan.

4. Job Opportunities Abound for Graduates of 
Japanese Universities

But perhaps the greatest benefit for African 
students comes from the ability to develop their 
professional careers in Japan after graduation. Data 
show that the average annual salary for full-time 
workers in Japan in 2019 amounts to more than USD 
39,000, with those in highly demanded IT 
professions making an average of USD 58,000 a year. 
Students willing to complete their postgraduate 
degrees will further command an average of 23% 
and 42% premium on those annual salaries, 
respectively, for obtaining a master’s and doctoral 
degrees.

Moreover, these average salary figures mask the 
ease of getting a job in Japan and are still bound to 
continue increasing soon, largely due to the 
country’s decreasing population. Due to the low 
birth rate, Japan’s total population is expected to 
shrink from about 130 million today to 85 million by 
2100. This large population shrinkage will only 
aggravate an existing shortage of workers, with the 

Five Reasons Why More Africans Should 
Consider Studying in Japan after COVID-19

TO BE CONT’D 
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iberia Anti-Corruption 
Commission (LACC) LChai rperson C l l r.  

Edward Kla Martin has given 
public officials across the 
country a two - month grace 
period to declare their assets, 
starting effective 1 September 
2021. 

S p e a k i n g  a t  L A C C ’s  
headquarter in Cong Town 
Monday, 16 August during a 
major news conference, 
Martin vowed to make Liberia 
a corruption - free - zone and 
t o  p r o s e c u t e  e v e r y  
government official and 
agency that will be found 
culpable of corruption and 
misapplication of public 
funds. 

The  new LACC  bos s  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
commission will make sure 
that there will be no room left 

for corruption, noting that 
every government institution 
and individual found culpable 
will be fully investigated and 
punished for misapplication of 
public funds when found 
guilty. 

O v e r  s o m e  a l l e g e d  
corruption saga, Cllr. Martin 
told the news conference that 
the  LACC i s  cur rent ly  
investigating and auditing the 
National Transit Authority 
(NTA), National Port Authority 
( N P A )  G r a n d  B a s s a  
detachment, Liberia Water 
and Sewer Corporation (LWSC) 
and the Liberia Aviation 
Authority (LAA). 

He continued that the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  b e  
concluded shortly and all 
those captured in the report 
will be invited for questioning. 

“We inherited 73 anti-
corruption cases including 
those audit reports that are 

before us. However, we want to 
assure the Liberian people that 
we will make sure that justice is 
served and all those reflected in 
the report will be punished,” 
said Cllr. Martin. 

“If they are not in the 
country, we will use every 
diplomatic and international 
connection to get them here to 
account to the Liberian people 
because our partners have 
assured that they will help us in 
the fight against corruption,’’ 
Cllr. Martin added. 

Addressing the issue of assets 
declarat ion, Cl lr.  Mart in 
explained that in this year, LACC 
has 59 names of people that 
have declared their assets, 15% 
of them females and 84% males. 

Martin assured that the LACC 
will begin a robust assets 
deceleration campaign in 

September this year, and it will 
be extended the grace period for 
asset declaration due to the 
outbreak of the Covid -19 
pandemic here. 

Meanwhile, Cllr. Martin has 
indicated that there have been 
voluntary restitution in the 
amount of US$18, 000 made 
through the court regarding the 
cases of Munah Sieh and other 
defendants involved in the 
misapplication of funding for 
police uniform. 

He said the total judgment 
sum for five defendants is 
US$199,800, adding that each of 
the defendants is expected to 
pay the amount of US$39,950 for 
the uniform as prescribed by the 
judge. 

The LACC boss called on 
every Liberian to join the fight 
against corruption and report 
every corruption case, assuring 
them of protection by the 
commission.
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Cllr. Wesseh solicited 
bribes for jurors?

caterpillar excavator with model 
325 DNL valued at USD120, 
000.00 and one Atlas Copco Jack 
hammer valued at USD 225, 000, 
00 belonging to the MHM EKO 
Liberia Inc. The equipment in 
question are currently being 
rented by Arcelor Mittal Liberia.

Hans Armstrong, who is a 
longtime client of Justice 
Minister Musa Dean could also be 
heard on the tape pleading that 
the indictment be issued against 
Singbeh and others, while 
promising to reach out to the 
jurors with cash rewards should 
the indictment be released and 
published in local dailies.

Mr. Armstrong, who also 
boasted of his relationship with 
Justice Minister Dean could also 
be heard saying, that he would 

not insult the integrity of the 
jurors because he sees them 
wearing US350 suits anddresses 
and therefore he would ensure 
that they are satisfied once the 
indictment was out.

Assistant Justice Minister 
Wesses A. Wesseh acknowledged 
the said audio in an interview 
with this paper Monday August 
16, 2021 but insisted that the 
money was not meant to bribe 
jurors. Rather, he explained that 
during Special Grand Jury 
sittings it is the Ministry of 
Justice that pays for the jurors 
services and that the ministry did 
not have the total amount at the 
time to pay for their services.

He told the New Dawn that 
the actual amount the Ministry of 

here are particles of 
dust in the air Tamidst claims and 

counter  c la ims  in  an  
“Economic Sabotage” case as 
to whether Assistant Justice 
Minister Cllr. Wesseh A. 
Wesseh actually solicited 
bribes for jurors to indict the 
defendants.

The defendants in this 
c a s e  i n c l u d e  S e n a t e  
Secretary J. Nanborlor 
Singbeh, Sr. and others with a 
foreign national with deep 
link to current Justice 
Minister Musa Dean as the 
private prosecutor. 

As if the claims and 
counter claims were not 
enough, a leaked audio in the 
possession of this paper 

which purports to be the 
voice of Cllr. Wesseh A. 
Wesseh soliciting payment of 
US200.00 dollars from the 
foreign national, Hans 
Armstrong in the same case 
to pay members of a Special 
Grand Jury. The audio dates 
back to February 2021.

The money was intended 
to facilitate the jurors to 
issue an indictment against 
Singbeh, Sr. and others in the 
MHM EKO Liberia Inc ongoing 
case.

Mr.Singbeh and Hans 
Armstrong who is backed by 
Justice Minister Musa Dean 
are locked up in a legal battle 
over the rightful ownership of 
two yellow machines (one 

Justice needed was US700 but 
that they were shy of 200.00 
and therefore he had asked 
Hans Armstrong to complete 
the money by providing the 
remainder of the US700 which 
was the US200.00 being 
requested in the audio.

Cl lr.  Wesseh further 
explained that the amount 
involved in the case is more 
t han  US500 ,  0 00  and  
therefore if he needed bribe 
he wouldn’t have requested 
for 200.00.

But again if this was not a 
b r ibe  as  C l l r.  Wesseh  
explained, the additional 
offer made by Armstrong to 
jurors raises another eyebrow 
as to the intent of the money.

As a result of this leaked 
audio on February 17, 2021, 
Mr. Nanborlor Singbeh, Sr. 
wrote Chief Justice Francis 
Korkpor, complaining Cllr. 
We s seh  A .  Wes seh  o f  
exhibiting unethical behavior 
alleging solicitation of bribes 
for jurors which resulted to an 
action that did not only 
destroyed their hard earned 
reputation but also left him 
with mental injury. The Chief 
Justice is yet to respond to 
this complain.

But while a respond to this 
complain remains in limbo, a 
hearing is expected to kick off 
this morning at the Criminal 
Court based on a General 
Auditing Commission or GAC 
report in the same case.

The GAC report also 
emanates from a previous 
report compiled by the 
Liber ia Anti-Corruption 
Commission accusing Singbeh 
and others of economic 
sabotage and fraud even 
though they did not testify 
before the LACC investigators 
as officials of this private 
company.

The Company MHM EKO 
Liberia Inc., was organized in 
May 2013 and registered as a 
legal entity in June 2013. Six 
month after its registration, 
Singbeh was joined by two 
fo re ign  par tner s -Pave l  
Miloschewsky and Martin 
Miloschewsky. Singbeh serves 
as President and CEO before 
the current controversy 
ensued.

Cllr. Edward Kla Martin

By Othello B. Garblah

LACC gives 2 months 
grace period

ascertain that the vacancy 
has been published to give 
qua l i f y  L i be r i an s  t he  
opportunity to apply and 
have access to employment 
in the private sector.”

The Communication noted 
that it has observed that 
records at the Ministry of 
Labour reflects that very few 

Ministry of Labour 
business entities and NGO’s 
operating in Liberia advertise 
their  vacancies  in  local  
newspapers, radio stations and 
on websites accessible to 
Liberians before applying for 
work permits for foreigners to 
occupy those vacancies.  

“That against this backdrop, 
the Ministry of Labour will not be 

disposed to approve work 
permits for foreigners to serve 
as Branch Manager except the 
following conditions are met: 

1. T h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  
evidence is provided to prove 
that the vacancy for Branch 
Manager was duly advertised 
to give qualified Liberians the 
opportunity to apply and have 

access to employment, OR 
2. That a Liberian is 

employed as the Assistant 
Branch Manager.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 

Labour says that it expect full 
compliance from all Commercial 
Business establishments in the 
country.

Cont’d from page 7
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16, on Okay FM 99.5, Pastor 
Yarkpazua Pewee said last 
week Tuesday he was with Bill 
Zian and some other members 
of his church and Bill told him 
he was hungry so he told his 
daughter to go and dish him 
some food, but when the little 
girl brought the food, the 
suspect said he didn't want to 
eat and so he (Pastor Pewee) 
asked him what was his 
problem, but the suspect he 
didn't talk.

He narrates that it was 
very strange for Bill to refuse 
food in his house, so he 
(Pewee) continued to ask him 
and then the suspect said he 
was fasting. The Pastor 
continues that he went inside 
and brought 500 Liberia 

CMYK

he father of a two-
year-old girl, who Tw a s  s t a b b e d  

multiple times to death by 
Suspect Bill Zian in River Cess 

County last week Tuesday in a 
revenge attack clarifies here 
that he doesn't owe Bill Zian any 
money, as reported by some 
media institutions in the country.

Speaking on Monday, August 

CONT’D ON PAGE 7

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

I don't owe Bill any money
-Pastor breaks silence on daughter’s murder

By Bridgett Milton

Suspect Bill Zian
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