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omalia's president is 
forming a committee Sto investigate the 

case of a missing spy, 
declared dead by the 
c o u n t r y ’ s  N a t i o n a l  
Intelligence and Security 
Agency (NISA), though the 
time and circumstances of her 
demise remain unknown. 

Pr e s i d e n t  M o h a m e d  
Abdullahi Farmajo’s security 
agency said earlier this month 
that intelligence agent Ikran 
Tahlil Farah, who went 
missing in June, was abducted 
and killed by al-Shabab 
militants. 

However, al-Shabab has 
denied responsibility for 
Farah’s fate, while Farah’s 
mother blames NISA for her 
daughter’s reported death. 

The mother, Qali Mohamud 
G u h a d ,  r e j e c t e d  t h e  
president’s committee, which 
will include a representative 

from the intelligence agency. 
“ I t ’ s  n o n s e n s e ,  i t ’ s  

obsolete,” Guhad told VOA 
Somali on Tuesday. “This is 
something he has not said a word 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  F a r a h ’s  
disappearance. 

Political analyst Abdimalik 
Abdullahi said only the 

about for the three months, I 
have been weeping. … It’s not 
something I accept.” 

Guhad said she put her 
confidence in a military court 

ne of Britain’s 
biggest companies Ohas responded after 

B B C  Pa n o r a m a  f o u n d  
evidence suggesting it paid a 
b r i b e  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  
Zimbabwean leader Robert 
Mugabe.

The statement from British 
American Tobacco (BAT) is 
similar to one sent to the 
programme pre-transmission, 
saying it is committed to 
"acting responsibly and with 
integrity". 

The company has yet to 
deny paying a bribe to 

Mugabe.
The investigation, carried out 

in  conjunct ion with the 
Bureau? ? ?  of Investigative 
Journalism and the University of 
Bath, had access to thousands of 
l e a k e d  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  
documents show how?  BAT 
funded a network of almost 200 
secret informants and used 
illegal surveillance methods to 
gather information on its rivals 
in Zimbabwe and South Africa.

BAT has said it was helping the 
South African government tackle 
illicit cigarettes and its work in 
t h i s  f i e l d  h a s  b e e n  

mischaracterised -  but 
evidence strongly suggests it 
used security companies to 
undermine competitors with 
bribes, phone taps and 
tracking devices.

Evidence also suggests the 
company was involved in 
negotiations to pay between 
$300,000 and $500,000 to 
Mugabe's Zanu-PF party in 
2013.

Campaigning organisation 
Transparency International 
has called for the UK's Serious 
Fraud Off ice (SFO) to 
investigate the tobacco giant 
in light of the BBC Panorama 
f i lm.BAT sa id  i t  fu l l y  
cooperated with a previous 
SFO investigation, which 
ended earlier this year and 
resulted in no action being 
taken.The BBC understands 
the Serious Fraud Office 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  n o t  
exonerate BAT of wrongdoing. 
And that in the event new 
evidence comes to light, the 
SFO could reopen their 
investigation into the tobacco 
company.

The SFO's investigation was 
l a u n c h e d  f o l l o w i n g  
Panorama's revelations in 
2015 that BAT had made 
secret payments to public 
officials and politicians in east 
Africa in an attempt to 
undermine anti-smoking 
legislation. BBC

military can handle such a case, 
arguing that other Somali courts 
cannot be neutral and will not 
deliver justice. 

“It is only the military court 
that can handle mysterious and 
high-profile cases such as the 
one of Tahlil, who herself was a 
senior government official,” he 
told VOA. 

The president, however, is 
press ing ahead with his  
committee. The head of state 
directed the five-member team 
to present a report after the 
investigation to ensure what he 
called the delivery of justice. 

The press director for the 
president’s office, Abdirashid 
Hashi, said the commission of 
inquiry will be chaired by the 
attorney general, deputized by 
the chief military courts 
prosecutor, and will include 
representatives from the army, 
NISA and the police. VOA

upporters of Ethiopia's 
ruling Prosperity Party Splan to send five 

million letters to US President 
Joe Biden as part of a campaign 
to sway his administration's 
policy on the war in the 
northern Tigray region.

Organisers of "The White 
Envelops to Flood the White 
House" campaign say letters 
from millions of youth will be 
sent from now until 25 
September.Alemayehu Seifu, 
the head of the state-linked 
E t h i o p i a n  Y o u t h  
Empowerment, told the BBC 
that young people from areas 
affected by the Tigray war - 
which broke out in November 
last year - will write about 
their experiences and the "evil 
work" of fighters linked to the 
Tigray People's Liberation 
Front (TPLF)."The American 
government should stop 
interfering in the internal 

affairs of our country. They 
should learn from Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Libya,’’ Mr 
Alemayehu said. President 
Biden and other western 
leaders have been calling on the 
Ethiopian authorities to end the 
war which has spilled over to 
the neighbouring Amhara and 
Afar regions.Thousands of 
people have been killed, 
millions displaced, while 
hundreds of thousands are also 
facing famine-like conditions 
because food aid has been 
intermittently blocked.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
has continuously opposed a 
push to negotiate with TPLF 
leaders.Federal government 
soldiers and rebel fighters have 
been accused of numerous 
atrocities. Both sides deny this.

The letter campaign by Mr 
Abiy's party is the latest public 
denunciation of the US and 
western governments. BBC

British American Tobacco fails 
to address Mugabe bribe

Robert Mugabe ruled Zimbabwe for decades

Ethiopia to send five 
million letters to Joe Biden

The letters will be sent between now and 25 September

Somali President Appoints Commission 
to Investigate Death of Female Spy

Somalia's President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed speaks in Mogadishu, Somalia
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DINBURGH – People have been using 
“exit” as a suffix for a decade or so. EGrexit, referring to a potential Greek 

departure from the eurozone, was the first to 
emerge. Italexit made a brief appearance, 
and has recently been revived on the Italian 
right. But neither has come to pass. Nor has 
Frexit, or France’s unilateral withdrawal 
from the European Union. The far-right 
politician Marine Le Pen previously flirted 
with the idea, but then let it drop. And the 
only candidate in the 2017 French 
presidential election who advocated it, 
François Asselineau, won just 0.9% of the 
vote.

Such exits seem to put off most continental 
Europeans. To date, only Brexit has actually 
happened, even though polls in the month 
before the United Kingdom’s June 2016 
referendum showed that more French than 
British voters were unhappy with the EU, by a 
margin of 61% to 48%.

All these potential and actual exits were 
regarded by most economists as undesirable. 
Now another is under discussion that 
everyone hopes will happen: Pandexit. This 
unsightly portmanteau encapsulates the 
optimistic idea that we can soon hope to put 
the COVID-19 pandemic behind us, and go 
back to kissing casual acquaintances (on the 
cheek at least) and jamming ourselves like 
sardines into trams and trains in cities from 
New York to Tokyo.

There is little doubt that, in economic terms, 
the first-order consequences of a return to 
normal social interactions will be positive. 
Researchers at the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) estimate that the pandemic 
caused an 8% output loss in developed 
countries in 2020, and project a further 
decline of just over 2% this year. Relaxation of 
travel and other restrictions should deliver a 
powerful recovery in 2022, although its 
extent will vary greatly across countries 
depending on infection and vaccination rates. 
And, of course, a general upsurge in 
infections or reinfections could produce a 
third wave of economic pain if further 
restrictions on activity were required.

Moreover, not all of Pandexit’s economic 
benefits will be unalloyed. Central bankers, 
who are skilled at turning opportunities into 
problems, are already worrying. While their 
baseline economic scenario is positive, they 
see significant risks. “Policymakers still face 
daunting challenges,” the general manager of 
the BIS, Agustín Carstens, said recently. 
“Public and private debt are very high, and 
the pandemic’s adverse legacies are large.”

Carstens’ key point is that the economic 
damage created by COVID-19 has been 
m i t i g a t e d  b y  “ u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
macroeconomic policy accommodation”: 
very low interest rates and massive doses of 
quantitative easing, along with “ample” 
fiscal support. The degree of budgetary 
assistance has varied from country to country, 
and is much greater in the United States than 
in Europe, for example. But government debt 

has risen sharply everywhere, and is now at 
unprecedented levels in countries like Italy and 
Japan.

Against this background, the BIS has identified 
two dangerous downside scenarios. The first is 
essentially epidemiological: new coronavirus 
variants may emerge, necessitating further 
lockdowns and fiscal support, which might be 
infeasible for some governments. But in my 
view, further lockdowns will prove to be 
politically impossible. So, if new virus 
mutations spread rapidly, we will need to 
muddle through as best we can, and hope that 
vaccinations minimize additional deaths.

The second downside scenario, which I regard 
as much more plausible, is that current price 
pressures intensify and inflation rises further, 
eventually requiring a monetary response. US 
consumer price inflation was 5.4% in the year to 
July. The Baltic Dry Index, which tracks 
shipping rates for dry commodities, is up by 
about 170% this year. And supply constraints are 
emerging in many regions.

The official line from the US Federal Reserve 
and other central banks is that this inflationary 
surge is transitory. But as the French adage has 
it, “rien ne dure comme le provisoire” (nothing 
lasts like the temporary). If the current central 
bank consensus is wrong, as former US Treasury 
Secretary Larry Summers and others believe it 
to be, there could be trouble ahead.

Monetary tightening during Pandexit will have 
more than usually serious consequences. 
Because central banks have hoovered up so 
much government debt, the average maturity 
of government bonds has effectively 
shortened, so public-sector balance sheets are 
more sensitive than usual to changes in short-
term interest rates. Governments will not be 
happy with their countries’ central bankers for 
tightening policy, because this could have 
direct fiscal consequences.

In addition, monetary tightening in the 
developed world, especially the US, will be 
highly undesirable for emerging markets. Most 
are still struggling to control the pandemic and 
have much lower COVID-19 vaccination rates 
than Europe or North America, notwithstanding 
recent welcome signs that rich countries are 
now more willing to share their vaccine stocks.

In responding to the pandemic itself, we have 
all faced similar challenges, and the mix of 
policies governments have used has been 
broadly the same. In the Pandexit period, all 
that could change. Measures that might make 
sense for countries with low COVID-19 infection 
rates and manageable public debt could spell 
economic disaster for others.

Carstens thus calls for normalization of 
monetary policy “to be very gradual,” though 
he also, as one might expect, asserts the 
primacy of inflation control and central bank 
independence. He might have added that we 
will need more international policy 
coordination, something that has scarcely been 
in evidence in the last year and a half. The BIS 
itself has a job to do.Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 

UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  
Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-886978282 / 

+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

CPP is sending mixed signals
ACTIVITIES OF THE FOUR Collaborating Political Parties 
(CPP) seem far from collaboration, thus sending mixed 
signals to the Liberian people who they seek to lead.  
The opposition bloc is also self-destructing gradually. 

DISAGREEMENTS OVER WHO should become standard 
bearer or how to choose one, among others are issues 
that seem to confront the CPP, far ahead of the next 
presidential election in 2023.

THE CONTEST IS between leaders of two of the 
constituent parties – former vice president Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai of the Unity Party and Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings of the Alternative National Congress. The ego 
has reached a point that both leaders are finding it 
difficulty in sitting in a room to reason, leaving their 
respective partisans and supporters to beat the war 
drum.

AND SO WHAT is meant to be a united front is 
increasingly becoming fragmented characterized by 
wrangling and acrimony that clearly contradict the 
primary objective of the CPP. What is even more 
disturbing is that constituent parties are sounding their 
individual interests louder than the interest of the 
Collaboration they seek to build.

THE TRUTH OF the matter is voters are confused and 
they watch with uncertainty whether these group of 
politicians under the CPP framework who want to defeat 
President Weah in 2023 can ready provide the Liberian 
people an alternative to the governing Coalition for 
Democratic Change.

BY THEIR CURRENT actions and public posture Liberian 
voters are not convinced they can look up to the 
opposition politicians in the CPP for leadership because 
they are busy pulling one another down instead of 
providing direction.

THIS IS SAD and unfortunate. Liberians need hope 
desperately and when they look at the end of the tunnel, 
the light is bleak. All they hear is I, I rather than we. Who 
should they follow?

TWO SEPARATE INCIDENTS in the past weeks where 
leaders of the four parties that constitute the CPP have 
gone to meeting and failed to reach common 
understanding undermined the collective objective and 
they should desist. The Liberian people deserve better.

IT IS TIME leaders of the CPP rise up and give the people 
hope for a better Liberia. Failure to do so could send 
them looking elsewhere, for anything that could come 
their way.
  
THE CLOCK IS ticking and time is running out. The 
sooner the CPP can its acts together and speak with a 
united voice the better it would be for voters across 
Liberia, because the mixed signals are confusing them.

2021                                         THURSDAY       SEPTEMBER   16

The Economic Risks of Pandexit

By Howard Davies
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N iONDO – Am d all the talk of when and how to end or reverse quantitative easing 
(QE), one question is almost never discussed: Why have central banks’ massive L c  doses of bond pur hases in Europe and the United States since 2009 had so little 

effect on the general price level?

l nBetween 2009 and 2019, the Bank of England injected £425 billion ($588 bil io ) – about 
h  e22.5% of the United Kingdom’s 2012 GDP – into t e UK economy. This was aim d at 

fpushing up inflation to the BOE’s mandated medium-term target of 2%, rom a low of just 
s v1.1% in 2009. But after ten years of QE, inflation wa  below its 2009 le el, despite the 

u afact that ho se and stock-market prices were booming, nd GDP growth had not 
o rrec vered to its pre-c isis trend rate.

-   Since the start of the COVID 19 pandemic in March 2020, the BOE has bought an 
 ladditional £450 billion worth of UK government bonds, bringing the total to £875 bil ion, 

  or 40% of current GDP. The effects on inflation and output of this second round of QE are 
 ayet to be felt, but asset prices have again increased m rkedly.

b r  eA plausi le generalization is that inc easing the quantity of mon y through QE gives a big 
t etemporary boost o the prices of housing and financial securities, thus greatly b nefiting 

h e s a tt e holders of thes  as ets. A small proportion of this increased we lth trickles hrough 
o  s i ft  the real economy, but most of it simply circulate  w thin the inancial system.

a K n mThe stand rd eynesian argume t, derived fro  John Maynard Keynes’s General Theory, 
t i cis tha  any economic collapse, whatever ts cause, leads to a large increase in ash 

h g p .oarding. Money flows into reserves, and saving oes u , while spending goes down  This 
t l  is why Keynes argued tha  economic stimu us following a collapse should be carried out 

by fiscal rather than monetary policy. Government has to be the “spender of last resort” 
a e  n n dto ensure th t n w money is used o  productio  instea  of being hoarded.

 T oBut in his reatise n Money, Keynes provided a more realistic account based on the 
” g a  “speculative demand for money.  Durin  a sh rp economic downturn, he argued, money

i c tis not necessarily hoarded, but flows from “ ndustrial” to “financial” cir ula ion. Money 
pin industrial circulation supports the normal processes of producing out ut, but in 

a o nfin ncial circulation it is used for “the business f holding a d exchanging existing titles 
 h  m a eto wealth, including stock exc ange and money arket tr nsactions.” A d pression is 

a e i   – tm rked by a transf r of money from industr al to financial circulation  from investmen  
to speculation.

, e  So  the reason why QE has had hardly any eff ct on the general price level may be that a 
s  large part of the new money has fueled a set speculation, thus creating financial 

bubbles, while prices and output as a whole remained stable.

 o  One implication of this is that QE generates its own b om-and-bust cycles. Unlike 
o s r  orthod x Keyne ians, who believed that crises were brought on by some exte nal shock, 

 c ethe economist Hyman Minsky thought that the economic system ould gen rate shocks 
n g rthrough its own inter al dynamics. Bank lendin , Minsky a gued, goes through three 

s b c tdegenerative stage , which he dub ed hedge, spe ula ion, and Ponzi. At first, the 
 borrower’s income needs to be sufficient to repay both the principal and interest on a 

loan. Then, it needs to be high enough to meet only the interest payments. And in the 
 e s o rfinal stage, finance simply b come  a gamble that asset prices will rise en ugh to cove  

e  h rthe lending. When the inevitabl  reversal of asset prices produces a crash, t e inc ease 
n  in paper wealth vanishes, draggi g down the real economy in its wake.

eMinsky would thus view QE as an exampl  of state-created financial instability. Today, 
a K nthere are alre dy clear signs of mortgage-market excesses. U  house prices i creased by 

  e10.2% in the year to March 2021, the highest rate of growth since August 2007, whil  
o t  indices f overvaluation in he US housing market are “flashing bright red.” And an 

r ( oeconomet ic study s  far unpublished) by Sandhya Krishnan of the Desai Academy of 
m a s pEcono ics in Mumb i shows no relationship between asset prices and good  rices in the 

UK and the US between 2000 and 2016.

,  So, it is hardly surprising that  in its February 2021 forecast, the BOE’s Monetary Policy 
a i eCommittee estimated that there w s a one-third chance of UK inflat on falling b low 0% 

 e lor rising above 4% in the next few years. This relatively wide rang  partly ref ects 
uncertainty about the future course of the pandemic, but also a more basic uncertainty 

.about the effects of QE itself

aIn Marg ret Atwood’s futuristic 2003 novel Oryx and Crake, HelthWyzer, a drug 
e t n t n  adev lopmen  ce ter that manufac ures premium-brand vitamin pills, i serts  virus 

 i irandomly into ts pills, hoping to profit from the sale of both the pills and the ant dote it 
 phas developed for the virus. The best ty e of diseases “from a business point of view,” 

explains Crake, a mad scientist, “would be those that cause lingering illness [...] the 
a s  y tp tient would either get well or die ju t before all of his or her mone  runs ou . It’s a fine 

calculation.”

W  ith QE, we have invented a wonder drug that cures the macroeconomic diseases it 
wh s t  acauses. That is y question  abou  the timing of its withdraw l are such “fine 

.calculations ”

But the antidote is staring us in the face. First, governments must abandon the fiction 
 ethat central banks cr ate money independently from government. Second, they must 

 n .  themselves spend the mo ey created at their behest  For example, governments should
n pnot hoard the furlough fu ds that are set to be withdrawn as economic activity icks up, 

u obut instead use them to create p blic-sect r jobs.

a t i sDoing this will bring about  recovery withou  creat ng financial instability. It i  the only 
way to wean ourselves off our decade-long addiction to QE.

Opinion Opinion Opinion 
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EL AVIV – “Afghanistan was the ultimate nation-building mission,” former US 
President George W. Bush wrote in his 2010 memoir. “We had liberated the country Tfrom a primitive dictatorship, and we had a moral obligation to leave behind 

something better.” There is nothing surprising about this logic: colonial enterprises have 
always been described as “civilizing missions.” And, as in Afghanistan, they have 
consistently failed. In fact, the only way to build a nation-state is from the inside.

To be sure, the United States has engaged in successful state-building. After World War II, 
it implemented the Marshall Plan in Western Europe. But this was more “re-building” 
than construction from scratch, and it was undertaken in countries with histories of state 
capacity, functioning market economies, and traditions of national cohesion. Moreover, 
the details of the reconstruction were left almost entirely to locals.

In the wake of WWII, the US also pursued successful democratization. But, again, it 
wasn’t “exporting democracy” to countries with no such traditions. Rather, it was 
building on the latent values of the Weimar Republic in occupied Germany and Taisho 
democracy in Japan.

This is very different from America’s more recent missions. After its Cold War victory, the 
US began to engage in liberal interventionism with great relish – and hubris. In a range of 
countries – including, in Africa alone, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Somalia, and South Sudan – it launched protracted and expensive state-building 
initiatives that utterly ignored historical legacies and sociopolitical contexts. Today, 
these states remain highly fragile.

Even when the US enlisted the help of United Nations professionals and experienced 
NGOs – which were willing to engage local stakeholders, not just the political elites – its 
efforts to build state institutions from scratch failed (it has at times managed to 
strengthen existing institutions). In Kosovo, a UN interim administration led an extensive 
state-building effort beginning in 1999. In 2016, Freedom House classified Kosovo as a 
“semi-consolidated authoritarian regime,” and in 2021 as a “partly free state.”

Likewise, 26 years after the Dayton peace accords ended the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and US-led state-building efforts began there, the country is classified as a “partly free 
state.” According to a recent UN report, “the multi-ethnic and diverse society that 
existed prior to the conflict has all but disappeared.”

In Afghanistan, the failure of America’s state-building efforts could not be starker, with 
the US-backed government lasting just days after Western troops withdrew. But it was 
also predictable: Afghanistan has never had a state, in the Western sense of the term.

Iraq – which the US invaded soon after Afghanistan, during the burst of liberal 
interventionism that followed the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 – did exist as a 
state before US troops arrived. But after 18 years of American occupation, it is anything 
but a unified multiethnic democracy where human rights and the rule of law are upheld.

This is not to say that a country without a tradition of democratic governance or credible 
institutions is doomed never to develop them. Promoting “social cohesion” and 
“indigenous capacities,” as the professional literature advocates, is a commendable 
goal. But a country that is socially fragmented, lacks a tradition of political pluralism, 
and is situated in an unstable, non-democratic region is a fundamentally improbable 
candidate for democratization.

In Afghanistan, for example, the US-backed government was an invertebrate political 
entity grafted onto a deeply sectarian society. This meant that state-building was 
tantamount to nation-building. And while Bush considered nation-building essential, the 
nature and scope of the task is far beyond the capacity of any external force.

This is especially true under conditions of war. America’s state-building missions in 
Afghanistan and Iraq began with military invasions that claimed hundreds of thousands 
of local victims. As soon as locals began to perceive the US “war of liberation” as an 
occupation, anti-American sentiment soared.

In 2005, only 17% of Afghans wanted the US to leave their country. By 2009, that figure 
had grown to 53%. In Iraq, meanwhile, a whopping 71% of the population wanted the US 
out within a year. These were not people who were going to embrace an American vision 
of their future. It did not help that Islamist forces – whether the Taliban or the Islamic 
State – proved so tenacious.

With the withdrawal from Afghanistan, the US appears finally to be abandoning liberal 
interventionism. This reflects a broader shift in the global balance of power. After its 
Cold War victory, the US set about building a new world order based on “liberal values,” 
including respect for human rights, democratic governance, and free-market 
economics. It was an inherently unrealistic and ahistorical objective, but there was no 
other power – or model – that could challenge the American hegemon. China’s rise, 
together with the proliferation of illiberal regimes, has changed that.

Ultimately, America’s state-building project in Afghanistan was a strategic failure, not a 
tactical one. Instead of engaging in state-building via a corrupt and unpopular puppet 
government in Kabul, while fighting an unwinnable war, the US should have reached an 
early settlement with the Taliban and left the country. The 2011 assassination of Osama 
bin Laden provided the ideal opportunity for such disengagement. Rather than slinking 
out of the country as a triumphant Taliban reclaimed power, the US could have declared a 
kind of victory – and perhaps retained far more leverage over a country where it now has 
none.

 

After its Cold War victory, the US began to engage in liberal interventionism 
with great relish. The fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban is just the latest 
example showing why this approach has never worked – and never will.

Quantitative easing risks generating its own boom-and-bust cycles, and can thus be seen as an 
example of state-created financial instability. Governments must now abandon the fiction 
that central banks create money independently from government, and must themselves spend 
the money created at their behest.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

America's Flawed State-Building Enterprise

By Shlomo Ben-ami

Where Has All the Money Gone?

By Robert Skidelsky
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the MV SSI Dauntless last operation at the 
Lome Port, the vessel’s crane No.4 got 
damaged beyond repair thus preventing 
said cargo stowed to Hold No.5 from being 
discharged; and that this cargo needed to 
be cleared from the Hold No.5 to allow 
the Iron Ore to be loaded.

“We have arranged formalities using a 
mobile crane to discharge the cargo when 
the vessel berth at Buchanan Port and 
would require EPA designate a location 
preferably in Grand Bassa County for the 
said cargo to be disposed in keeping with 
the regulation of EPA.

We are willing to work along with EPA 
for the successful execution of this 
process,” the Atlantic letter requesting to 
dump the hazardous waste here said.

However, this paper learned that 
without a given approval from the EPA, 
the waste was dumped in Grand Bassa.

Sources from the EPA informed this 
paper the agent of the ship, BOLLORE 
claim no knowledge of the hazardous 
waste but promised to investigate the 
matter. 

This paper further gather that an 
employee of the Grand Bassa Health Team 
allegedly gave the ship the PERMIT to 
dispose of the waste. 

According to the environmental 
protection laws here, only the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is 
authorized to grant such permit.

h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Protection Agency (EPA) has Tgrounded a vessel MV SSI 

DAUNTLESS reportedly carrying 
about 200 metric tons of potentially 
hazardous waste called Gypsum at 
the Port of Buchanan.

The material can be used in 
producing cement but can also be 
radioactive and if the activity 
(concentration) of the radionuclide 
are high can pose a very high health 
risk to the population near the 
disposal site. 

The vessel which docked at the 
port on September 9, 2021 to lift 
Arcelor Mittal iron ores from the port 
had arrived from Lome, Togo and had 
written through its agent-Atlantic 
Marine Agency to dispose the 
hazardous waste in Grand Bassa.

EPA in collaboration with its 
international counterparts had been 
tracking the vessel before its arrival 
in Buchanan.

In their letter requesting to 
dispose of the hazardous waste here, 
Atlantic Marine Agency wrote 
confirming that the cargo is onboard 
the said vessel and that the vessel 
had scheduled to call Buchanan Port 
on or about 5th September 2021 to 
load Iron Ore at Arcelor Mittal.

According to the Atlantic, during 

opportunity and form networks that they 
might need later in life. 

"This is the time to gain experience, 
come back and make a future brighter and 
brighter for Liberia", he notes.

Also speaking, a representative from 
the bureau of student services at the 
ministry of education who was part of the 
vetting process congratulates the eight 
beneficiaries for their preferment, 
adding that it was a pleasure working with 
wonderful group of professional of 
Liberians.

A representative of the national 
bureau of concession lauds the 
ArcelorMittal Liberia Management for the 
oppo r t un i t y  and  c au t i on s  t he  
beneficiaries to make maximum use so 

that upon returning home after their 
studies, they will be of help to the 
country.

AML head of corporate services Sam 
Stevequoh said he was pleased to be a 
part of an organization that is changing 
t he  na r r a t i ve  a round  on  how  
opportunities are given to young people, 
saying "It doesn't always have to be with 
business as usual." He cautions them to 
take their studies serious and to serve as 
ambassadors not just for ArcelorMittal, 
but Liberia. Meanwhile, the eight 
beneficiaries applaud the Management of 
ArcelorMittal for offering them 
scholarships to pursue higher education.-
Editing by Jonathan Browne

rcelorMittal Liberia has 
launched a program marking Athe formal signing of MOUs 

between its Advanced Academic 
Studies Scholarship (AAASS) and 
Cycle VI AAASS beneficiaries, 
awarding scholarships to eight 
Liberians.

Chief Executive Mr. Simon Wandke 
says it's a privilege for eight Liberians 
to be recognized and selected among 
thousands of applicants. 

He informed the beneficiaries that 
they are leaving home for far away 
countries, including Malaysia, 
Thailand and Singapore, respectively 
to further their studies. 

Those awarded the scholarships 

during Wednesday’s ceremony at the 
Royal Hotel in Monrovia include 
Augustine Weah, Janneh Dukuly, 
Mamadee Kamara, Emmanuel 
Gbafore, Tim Telyon, Thomas 
Gmamlue, Leo Kla Wilson and Abigail 
Nanon.  

They are pursuing master’s 
degrees in various disciplines, 
including occupational safety and 
health, environmental engineering, 
sustainable development and 
biodiversity conservation, electrical 
and electronic engineering, highway 
& transport engineering, amongst 
others.  

Mr. Wandke encouraged the 
beneficiaries take advantage of the 

EPA grounds vessel with 

Letter requesting disposal of hazardous waste

hazardous waste
ArcelorMittal awards
scholarships to 8 Liberians 

By Kruah Thompson (Intern) 

Recipients and members of the scholarship committee 
pose with Simon Wandke, CEO-Mining, ArcelorMittal Global
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resident Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo, 
Chairman of the P

Authority of Heads of State and 
Government of the Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) has convened 
an Extraordinary Summit of 
the Authority on the political 
situation in Guinea. The 
Summit will hold in Accra, on 
September 16, 2021.

The Authority of ECOWAS 
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
Government held a Virtual 
Extraordinary Summit on 
September 8, 2021, on the 
political situation in Guinea. 
After the Summit, a high-level 
delegation was deployed to 
Guinea to access the situation 
and report back to the Heads 
of State.

The Heads of State will be 
considering and discussing the 
s i t u a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
Extraordinary Summit.

The meeting of the ECIWAS 
heads of state comes days 
after Guinea's military junta 
began consultations with 
pol it ical,  rel ig ious and 
business leaders on Tuesday 
which they say will lead to the 
formation of a transitional 
government following the 
coup that ousted President 
Alpha Conde on Sept. 5.

In a short address, coup 

ouse Speaker Bhofal 
C h a m b e r s  h a s  Hassured Liberians 

living and studying in Rwanda 
of the Government of Liberia’s 
continual commitment and 
s uppo r t  t owa rd s  t he i r  
educational endeavors.

The Speaker, who is heading 
a legislative delegation to the 
Republic of Rwanda told his 
compatriots that their desire 
to acquire advance  education 
cannot be dashed away by the 
Weah Administration because 
it is foremost  priority.

“The Legislature will  
continue to appropriate and 
allot more budgetary support 
towards the educational 
sector and you can depend on 
us that your concerns will be 
addressed upon our arrival 
back home.” The Maryland 
Lawmaker said. 

He spoke recently at the 
University Of Lay Adventist Of 
Kigali when members of the 
Liberian students community 

leader Colonel  Mamady 
Doumbouya, a special forces 
commander and former French 
Foreign Legionnaire, urged 
attendees to "not repeat the 
errors of the past" when 
building a new system of 
governance.

Meanwhi le,  Pres ident  
George Manneh Weah has 
departed Monrovia for the 
extraordinary session of West 
African Heads of State and 
Government in Accra, Ghana. 

An Executive Mansion 
release says President Weah 
left  the country  ear ly  
Wednesday, 15 September 
2021 for the extraordinary 
session. 

During the session slated for 
16 September 2021, President 
Weah and his West African 
counterparts will review the 
report of the High-Level 
Mission to Guinea by the chair 
of the ECOWAS Council of 
Ministers. 

The West African leaders 
are expected to issue a 
communique after their 
deliberations. 

In the absence of the 
President, the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, 
Mawine Diggs will act as chair 
of the cabinet in consultation 
with the Vice President and via 
telephone with the President.

presented a petition,outlining  
their plights in relation to the 
lack of support and delayed in 
payment of their school fees 
and stipend.

Meanwhile, the Speaker 
provided one year scholarships 
to five high performing 
students in Rwanda.

Members of the Legislative 
delegation include; Acarous 
Gray, Chairman on Executive, 
Johnson Gwaikolo, Chairman 
o n  Ru l e s ,  O r d e r s  a n d  
Administration and Mathew 
Zarzar, Co-chair on Ways, 
M e a n s ,  F i n a n c e  &  
Deve lopment  P l ann ing ,  
respectively.

The delegation left Liberia 
on Wednesday September 8, 
2021 to honor an invitation 
from the Speaker of the 
Parliament of Rwanda, Rt. 
Hon. Mukabalisa Donatille, to 
s t r e n g t h e n  L e g i s l a t i v e  
relations between both 
parliaments. 

Judiciary. Senator Graham is 
regarded by many as a person 
whose voice is weighty in 
determining the direction of U.S. 
Government's International 
development assistance.

Finance and Development 
Planning Minister Samuel D 
Tweeh Jr. , as part of the Liberian 
Government's delegation, had 
earlier made the country's case 
to Senator Graham, seeking his 
support, while also citing the 
close historical ties that exist 
between both nations and 
Liberia's work with the U.S. at 
bilateral and multilateral 
institutions to garner technical 
and financial support for 
Liberia's Economic recovery.

“We ran a very successful MCC 
Program inherited from the 
previous administration and are 
seeking your support to get us 
back on the MCC Compact for a 
second program,” the Minister 

said.
The Weah Administration 

hopes to use the MCC grant, 
which could be around 500-
mil l ion dollars if  f inally 
approved, to fund its ambitious 
r oad  and  i n f r a s t ruc tu re  
development drive under the 
national development roadmap - 
the Pro Poor Agenda for 
Prosperity and Development.

For his part, the Minister of 
State for Presidential Affairs, 
Nathaniel F. Mcgill, who heads 
the delegation, apprised 
Congressman Graham of the 
delegation's overall mission to 
Washington, noting that they are 
exploring greater opportunities 
with the Biden Administration, 
including U.S. Lawmakers, and 
also Corporate Policy Makers 
that could positively enhance 
Liberia’s visibility in the U.S. 

nfluential U.S. Senator 
Lindsay Graham has Icommitted to rallying 

his congressional colleagues 
of the Republican Party to 
sign a “Letter of Support” for 
Liberia’s second bid of the 
coveted Compact Program 
under  the  M i l l enn ium 
Cha l lenge  Corporat ion  
(MCC). 

The MCC Development 
A s s i s t a n c e  i s  a  U . S .  
government foreign aid 
program that provides 
beneficiary countries time-
bound grants which are 
t a r g e t e d  a t  e n s u r i n g  
economic growth, reducing 
poverty and strengthening 
governmental institutions. 
The investments of the MCC 
do not only support a 
country’s stability and 
prosperity, but also enhance 
American Interests. Liberia 
has already benefitted from 

the MCC Assistance and 
Investments that led to more 
than 200 million dollars being 
spent on the rebuilding of the 
war-ravaged electricity grid 
of the country.

According to a dispatch 
from the U.S., the respect 
Senator from South Carolina, 
while meeting with a high-
level Liberian Government 
delegation which is currently 
visiting Washington DC, 
committed to work with his 
colleagues to get Liberia a 
second shot at benefiting 
from the MCC Strategic 
Assistance Program.

“I‘ll do a letter in support 
of Liberia’s Bid and have my 
Republican Colleagues sign 
up on to it in favor of your 
country “ remarked the 
Congressman serving his 
fourth term as Senator. 

He is currently a ranking 
member of the Budget 
Committee and also serves 
the U.S. Congress Committee 
on Appropriat ions and 

political, corporate and social 
arenas.

“We are messengers of 
Pres ident  Weah whose 
government represents the 
poor people of Liberia and 
believe we must bring our 
message and agenda to the 
United States for attention 
and assistance for our country 
that was founded by freed 
slaves from here,” he said.

Continuing, Minister Mcgill 
informed the Senator that 
“Next Year, we [Liberia] 
celebrate 200 years since the 
first batch of the freed slaves 
from the U.S. settled in 
Liberia leading to the 
founding of the Republic. 
There has to be a massive U.S. 
involvement in celebrating 
this bicentennial".

 The Minister then formally 
extended an invitation, which 
Senator Graham immediately 

accepted and committed to 
be in Monrovia when the 
bicentennial is launched 
during the first quarter of 
2022.

“I want to come when it is 
winter here [US] and dry out 
there. It might be around 
February or March” the 
Congressman said.

The U.S. Senator has also 
promised to be a voice among 
his congressional colleagues 
to promote the bicentennial.

 T h e  d e l e g a t i o n  i s  
expected to meet Senior 
Biden Administration Officials 
a n d  D e m o c r a t i c  a n d  
Republican Congressmen in 
the coming days to garner 
bipartisanship support for 
Liberia development efforts 
a n d  B i c e n t e n n i a l  
commemoration.-Dispatch
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Influential U.S.Congressman to Rally 
Support for Liberia Second MCC Bid 

ECOWAS leaders meet in Accra 
today on political situation in Guinea

Speaker assures Liberian 
students in Rwanda
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faces serious threats due to 
coastal erosion.

Greenv i l le  C i ty  has  a  
population of over 16, 434 
people.

Mississippi Street, one of the 
principal streets in the cityhas 
almost been completely washed 

away by the Atlantic Ocean.
But, the EPA and UNDP have 

taken step to prevent the city 
from being completely washed 
under the ocean by developing a 
project entitled: ‘Enhancing the 
Resilience of Vulnerable Coastal 
Communities in Sinoe County, 

barely a year after Vice 
President Howard - Taylor 
defeated him in 2014. 

However Dr. Tokpa was seen in 
every corner of the county in the 
2018 senatorial by-election once 
again campaigning for the 
position. 

At some political rallies, Dr. 
Tokpa promised that he would 
reintroduce the “High School 

he Government of 
Liberia through the TE n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Protection Agency (EPA) and 
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
Deve l opmen t  Pr og r am  
(UNDP) have concluded a 
one-day validation workshop 
for the purpose of finalizing a 

proposed project document 
that seeks to address threats 
posed by coastal erosion in 
Southern Sinoe County.

Greenville, the capital of 
Sinoe County, which is 
situated about 150 miles from 
Monrovia’s Liberia capital 

ong County Senator 
Dr. Henrique Flomo 
Tokpa has been B

under the limelight in recent 
days over his failure to fulfill 
promises he made during the 
2018 senatorial by-election. 

Elected in 2018 to the 
Liberian Senate, Dr. Tokpa 
replaced Madam Jewel 
Howard Taylor following her 
election in 2017 as Vice 
President to President 
George Manneh Weah. 

Having earlier lost a 
senatorial race in 2014 to 
Howard-Taylor, there were 
many people who believed 
that Tokpa’s election in 2018 
was not just based on 
sympathy but also due to 
some of the promises he 
made to the Bong County 
people. 

Before his 2014 political 
ambition, Senator Tokpa was 
running one of the consistent 
scholarship programs at 
Cut t ing ton  Un iver s i t y,  
specifically for dux of various 
high schools in the county. 

But  the scholarsh ip  
program came to a standstill 

eam Gongloe has 
r e f u t e d  m e d i a  Ts p e c u l a t i o n s  

concerning a potential merger 
between Cllr. Tiawon Gongloe 
and the Alternative National 
Congress political leader 
Alexander Cummings for a 
possible 2023 ticket.

“The unsubstantiated 
online account built from the 
question buzzed phones of 
multitudes that join and 
participate in ongoing work of 
Team Gongloe to convince the 
public to elect Cllr. Tiawan 
Saye Gongloe President of 
Liberia, 2023.” A stamen 
released by the Gongloe team 
said.

The group narrated that 
while it  is  journalistic 
worldwide to quote sources 
deemed impeccab le  or  
reliable, reaching or cross-
checking hints with individuals 
or organizations linked to a 
piece of news story lends 

During and after the 2017 
elections, the Bong County 
Legislative Caucus was heavily 
divided, and its division mainly 
intensified after the elections 
when five new lawmakers 
were elected to include 
Representatives Moimah Briggs 
Mensah, Joseph Papa Kolleh, 
Albert Hails, Josiah Marvin 
Cole and Robert Flomo 
Womba. 

Representatives Edward 
Karfiah and Prince Kermue 
Moye, now Senator of the 
county, were the only two 
lawmakers who retained their 
posts after that election. 

Rep. Josiah Marvin Cole, 
the  on ly  Coa l i t ion  for  
Democratic Change (CDC) 
lawmaker in the county had his 
bloc while Senator Prince 
Kermue Moye had his. 

Prior to that, there were 
numerous misunderstandings 
within the caucus which Dr. 
Tokpa promised that he would 
settle when given the chance 
to serve the position. But the 
Senator is believed to have 
failed again on delivering on 
that promise. 

O u r  B o n g  C o u n t y  
correspondent adds that Dr. 
Tokpa did not explain in detail 
how he would reconcile the 
caucus and the county, but said 
that “When you elect me, I will 
use my idea as an old and 
experienced educator to settle 
the misunderstanding and 
reconcile your leaders.” 

With little efforts applied to 
ensure the fulfillment of the 

added credibility to sources 
quoted. 

The group noted that the 
online publication erred when it 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  a p p e a r e d  
del iberately  to mis lead,  
misinform, distract and confuse 
Liberians that long for a 
triumphant and prosperous 
Motherland. 

“Therefore, Team Gongloe 
categorically refutes the 
purported talk of the political 
marriage knowing it is not being 
contemplated and shall not be. 
The publication is not good 
enough to sway the Movement to 
the point it would miss its 
compass and focus to see Cllr. 
Gongloe govern the country 
based on the Law, and his values 
o f  i n t e g r i t y,  h o n e s t y,  
accountability and transparency 
– the hallmark of the more than 
33 years he has served the 
pub l i c . ”  The  s ta tement  
concluded.

promise, Dr. Tokpa is again 
fixated on campaigning for 
another term. 

I n  a  r e c e n t  p r o g r a m  
organized by his office, the Bong 
County Senator was heard 
telling the gathering that “I am 
eating cold rice, you people 
need to give my own food 
instead of the cold rice.” 

The lawmaker’s failure to 
fulfill his promises has raised 
public outcry with many calling 
on him to step aside during the 
2023 elections. 

“Dr. Tokpa has failed us the 
Bong County people. When we 
stood in the rain and sun to vote 
for him in 2018, we actually 
thought that he would have done 
better but as it stands, he has 
massively failed,” Jeremiah 
Kwenah, a Gbarnga - based 
motorcyclist explained angrily. 

“This is an old man that we 
expected better from, looking at 
his background, where he came 
from especially as an educator. 
Nobody thought that he would 
have failed like this,” Kwenah 
added. 

Nancy Togbah from the 
Gbarnga Central Market said she 
will campaign against Dr. Tokpa, 
adding that “he said he would 
provide us [a] loan program for 
us the petit business people but 
up to now we have not heard 
from him”. 

Senator Tokpa is on record for 
saying he doesn’t know Gbaota, 
a town just two miles away from 
his official residence in 
Gbarnga. 

Liberia’.
The project wil l  be 

supported by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) 
Least Developed Countries 
Fund.

D u r i n g  t h e  G E F  7  
Replenishment Period (2018-

2019), each Least Developed 
Countries (LDCS) got an 
allotment of US$ 10 Million 
under the Least Developed 
Countries Fund (LDCCF).

During the GEF’s Country 

Dux’ scholarship” program at 
the university, but our Bong 
County correspondent says it 
is exactly three years now 
with little or no hope for the 
r e i n t r oduc t i on  o f  t he  
scholarship program. 

A n o t h e r  c a m p a i g n  
message that drew the 
attention of voters was his 
vow to reconcile the county. 
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Sinoe: Gov’t Secures Funding 
To Tackle Coastal Erosion 

Prof. Wilson K. Tarpeh with UNDP Country Representative Violet Baffour and Sinoe County 
Superintendent Lee Nagbe Chea and other representatives at the validation workshop 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Senator Tokpa under spotlight 
over campaign promises
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan

Team Gongloe Categorically refutes 
talk of Gongloe, Cummings merger
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' a n c i e n  v i c e -
p r é s i d e n t  d u  LL i b é r i a , J o s e p h  

N y u m a h B o a k a i ,  a  
catégoriquement rejeté 
l’idée debriguer la vice-
présidence du Libéria comme 
colistier de M. Alexander B. 
Cummings sur le ticket de la 
Collaboration des Partis 
Politiques (CPP)en 2023.

"Je dis franchement que 
me présenter comme vice-
président n'est pas ma 
vocation. Comme vous le 
savez, je suis devenu vice-
président pendant deux 
mandats sous Madame [Ellen 
J o h n s o n ]  S i r l e a f ,  e t  
maintenant il est temps pour 
moi de devenir président", a 
déclaré M. Boakai sur la radio 
d'état ELBC le 13 septembre 
2021.

Le leader politique du 
Parti de l'Unité (UP, ancien 
parti au pouvoir) se dispute 
avec le leader politique du 
Congrès national alternatif 
(ANC), M. Cummings, la 
candidature de la CPP à la 
présidentielle de 2023.

L'UP et l'ANC sont tous 
deux des partis membres de 

la CPP, une plate-forme des 
quatre pr inc ipaux part i s  
politiques de l'opposition dont 
l’objectif est de soutenir un 
candidat unique contre le 
président sortant à l’élection 
présidentielle de 2023.

Mais depuis un moment, cette 
coalition de l’opposition est 
secouéepar  des  d i sputes  
politiques perpétuelles nées de 
la volonté de Boakai et 
Cummings d’être ce candidat 

unique de la CPP à l'élection 
présidentielle.

Tout Récemment, M. 
Cummings et son parti ont 
entièrement boycotté une 
rencontre qui avait pour 
o b j e c t i f ,  s o u t e n i r  
Boakaicomme candidat du 
part i  de  l ’un i té  à  la  
candidature de la CPP en vue 
de la présidentielle de 2023. 

Dans  ce  cadre,  une  
délégation libérienne, a été 
reçue à Abidjan par le ministre 
ivoirien en charge des Mines, 
du pétrole et de l’énergie, 
Thomas Camara, pour définir 
le  protoco le  de  cette  
coopération. 

« La demande que cette 
délégation est venue faire, 
c’est de pouvoir bénéficier de 
la production de produits 
pétroliers en Côte d’Ivoire 
pour l’approvisionnement du 
Liberia », a précisé M. Thomas 
Camara à l’issue d’une séance 

de travail avec la délégation 
conduite par son homologue du 
Liberia en charges des affaires 
é t r angè re s ,  Dee -Maxwe l l  
SaahKemayah.  

Le gouvernement libérien, à 
t raver s  ce t te  dé légat ion  
demande à la Côte d’Ivoire 
d’approvisionner la République 
du Liberia avec des produits 
pétroliers classiques, l’essence et 
le gasoil et également le bitume, 
a-t-il ajouté.  

« Nous avons exprimé notre 
satisfaction dans la mesure où la 
Société ivoirienne de raffinage 

( S I R )  e t  l a  S o c i é t é  
multinationale de bitume sont 
d e u x  r a f f i n e r i e s  q u i  
fonctionnent à merveille », a 
dit M. Thomas Camara, 
assurant  que les  deux  
raffineries sont au plein de 
leur forme. 

S o n  d é p a r t e m e n t ,  
soulignera-t-il, a accueilli « 
favorablement cette demande 
de la République du Liberia », 
insinuant que la Côte d’Ivoire 
est en mesure de répondre à 
cette demande et de leur 

Les nouvelles d'un coup d'État militaire en Guinée voisine 
sont très inquiétantes d’autant plus que ce pays voisin est 
très proche du Libéria et les deux pays partagent des liens 
culturels, ethniques et économiques.

 Toute perturbation dans ce pays a toujours eu de graves 
répercussions négatives sur le Libéria, qu'il s'agisse 
d'Ebola, de la politique ou des affaires. Les deux pays sont 
tellement imbriqués que ce qui affecte l'un a un impact 
sur l'autre.

Par conséquent, avec les informations provenant de 
Guinée selon lesquelles des soldats armés ont placé le 
président élu en état d'arrestation, ordonné aux habitants 
de rester à l'intérieur et fermé toutes les frontières, il y a 
lieu de s'inquiéter.

Le ministère guinéen de la défense avait dit avoir dissipé 
la nouvelle du coup d'État, affirmant que la garde 
présidentielle avait réprimé la révolte et qu'il contrôlait 
la situation.

Mais un groupe de soldats sous la bannière du Comité 
national de rassemblement et du développement (NCRD) 
aurait affirmé avoir évincé le président Alpha Condé en 
raison de la corruption généralisée, de la mauvaise 
gestion et de la pauvreté. Il a également annoncé la 
suspension de la constitution.

Si le soi-disant coup d'État en Guinée réussissait, le 
Libéria pourrait se sentir brûlé de plusieurs manières : 
Premièrement, les deux pays sont membres de l'Union du 
fleuve Mano et de la Communauté économique des États 
de l'Afrique de l'Ouest (CEDEAO). Au Libéria, nous 
dépendons du pays voisin pour les produits de base tels 
que le poivre, les oignons, les vêtements et les ustensiles, 
entre autres. En outre, le port de Conakry sert de conduit 
majeur pour la plupart des voitures d'occasion entrant au 
Libéria en raison des tarifs élevés au port franc de 
Monrovia.

Ensuite, il y a la question des mariages mixtes et des 
relations tribales. Il y a des Malinkés aussi bien en Guinée 
qu’au Libéria, de même, des membres de la tribu Mano, 
Gio, Kpelle sont des deux côtés.

Plus tôt cette année, le gouvernement de la Guinée et le 
gouvernement du Libéria ont signé une importante 
concession qui permettrait aux minerais guinéens d'être 
transportés à travers le Libéria pour être expédiés à 
l'étranger. L'investissement coûtera des millions de 
dollars et profitera aux peuples des deux pays.

En outre, les troupes guinéennes se sont battues et sont 
mortes au Libéria pour rétablir la paix dont jouissent les 
Libériens aujourd'hui, nous ne pouvons donc pas rester 
assis et regarder ce pays dégénérer en flammes.

Nous appelons à une intervention rapide pour ramener le 
calme dans le pays voisin, car cela est important pour la 
sécurité régionale, la paix et la coopération économique. 
La Guinée est un partenaire clé de l'Union du fleuve Mano 
et de la CEDEAO.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

L'incertitude en Guinée 
voisine est inquiétante
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Joseph NyumahBoakain’a pas l’intention 
de briguer encore la vice-présidence

Le Libéria va s’approvisionner en 
produits pétroliers en Côte d’Ivoire
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DIMBOURG – Depuis une dizaine d’années, le 
déclinaisons du suffixe « exit » se multiplient. ÉLe Grexit, possible sortie de la Grèce hors de la 

zone euro, a été le premier à surgir. L’Italexit a fait 
une brève apparition, puis a récemment été ravivé 
par la droite italienne. Dans les deux cas, le départ 
n’a pas eu lieu. Même chose pour le Frexit, l’idée 
d’une sortie unilatérale de la France hors de 
l’Union européenne, qu’a évoquée l’extrême 
droite de Marine Le Pen pendant un temps, pour 
finalement l’abandonner. Le seul candidat aux 
élections présidentielles françaises à l’avoir 
explicitement proposée, François Asselineau, n’a 
remporté que 0,9 % des voix.

Ces propositions de sortie semblent déplaire à la 
plupart des Européens continentaux. À ce jour, seul 
le Brexit est effectivement devenu réalité, alors 
même que les sondages recueillis un mois avant le 
référendum britannique de juin 2016 révélaient 
que les Français étaient plus nombreux que les 
Britanniques à se dire mécontents de l’UE, avec 
une marge de 61 % contre 48 %.

Toutes ces sorties potentielles ou réelles ont été 
considérées par la plupart des économistes comme 
non souhaitables. Voici aujourd’hui qu’une 
nouvelle « exit » occupe les discussions, que 
chacun souhaite voir se produire : le Pandexit. Ce 
mot-valise disgracieux résume l’idée optimiste 
selon laquelle nous pourrions bientôt considérer le 
COVID-19 comme de l’histoire ancienne, retrouver 
nos habitudes d’embrassades (au moins sur la 
joue), et nous agglutiner dans les rames de 
tramway et de métro des grandes villes, de New 
York à Tokyo.

Il fait peu de doutes qu’en termes économiques, 
les premières conséquences d’un retour aux 
interactions sociales normales seraient positives. 
D’après les estimations des chercheurs de la 
Banque des règlements internationaux (BRI), la 
pandémie a entraîné une perte de production de 8 
% au sein des pays développés en 2020, avec une 
nouvelle de diminution d’un peu plus de 2 % prévue 
pour cette année. L’assouplissement des 
restrictions de voyage et autres devrait produire 
une puissante reprise en 2022, dont l’ampleur 
variera toutefois significativement entre les pays, 
en fonction des taux d’infection et de vaccination. 
Enfin, et bien entendu, une nouvelle explosion 
généralisée du nombre d’infections ou de 
réinfections pourrait produire une troisième vague 
de difficultés économiques, si des restrictions sur 
l’activité devaient à nouveau être adoptées.

Par ailleurs, tous les bienfaits économiques du 
Pandexit ne seront pas sans nuance. Les banquiers 
centraux, habitués à transformer les opportunités 
économiques en problèmes, s’inquiètent d’ores et 
déjà. Malgré un scénario économique globalement 
positif, ils entrevoient trois risques importants. « 
Les dirigeants politiques demeurent confrontés à 
d’importants défis », a récemment déclaré le 
directeur général de la BRI, Agustín Carstens. « La 
dette publique et la dette privée sont très élevées, 
et les héritages défavorables de la pandémie sont 
importants ».

Ce que sous-entend Carstens, c’est que les dégâts 
économiques engendrés par le COVID-19 ont été 
contrés par des « politiques macroéconomiques 
accommodantes sans précédent » : très faibles 
taux d’intérêt, dose massive d’assouplissement 
quantitatif, et soutien budgétaire « considérable 
». Le degré d’aide budgétaire a varié selon les 
pays, et s’est révélé beaucoup plus important aux 
États-Unis qu’en Europe, par exemple. La dette 
publique à néanmoins explosé partout, et se situe 

désormais à des niveaux absolument inédits au sein 
de pays comme l’Italie et le Japon.

Dans ce contexte, la BRI a identifié deux scénarios 
défavorables et dangereux. Le premier est de nature 
essentiellement épidémiologique : apparition de 
nouveaux variants, nécessitant de nouvelles mesures 
de confinement et de soutien budgétaire, ce qui 
pourrait être irréal isable pour certains 
gouvernements. Je pense toutefois personnellement 
que de nouveaux confinements seront politiquement 
impossibles. Si des mutations inédites se propagent 
rapidement, il nous faudra naviguer à vue le mieux 
possible, et espérer que les vaccins minimisent le 
nombre de morts supplémentaires.

Deuxième scénario défavorable, que je considère 
comme davantage plausible, les pressions actuelles 
sur les prix pourraient s’intensifier, et l’inflation 
augmenter encore, ce qui pourrait éventuellement 
nécessiter une réponse monétaire. L’inflation des 
prix à la consommation aux États-Unis s’élevait à 5,4 
% sur l’année au mois de juillet. L’indice Baltic Dry, 
qui suit les prix de transport des produits secs de 
base, est en hausse d’environ 170 %              cette 
année. Certaines contraintes d’approvisionnement 
apparaissent également dans de nombreuses régions.

La ligne officielle de la Réserve fédérale et des autres 
grandes banques centrales consiste à considérer 
cette poussée inflationniste comme temporaire. Mais 
comme le dit l’adage français, « rien ne dure autant 
que le provisoire ». Si l’actuel consensus au sein des 
banques centrales est erroné, comme le pensent 
l’ancien secrétaire du Trésor américain Larry 
Summers et plusieurs autres, nous pourrions aller au-
devant de problèmes.

Le resserrement monétaire lors du Pandexit aura des 
conséquences plus sérieuses qu’habituellement. Les 
banques centrales ayant absorbé un tel volume de 
dette publique, l’échéance moyenne des obligations 
d’État s’est raccourcie, et les bilans du secteur public 
sont par conséquent plus sensible qu’habituellement 
aux changements de taux d’intérêt à court terme. 
Les gouvernements ne seront certainement pas ravis 
des politiques de resserrement adoptées par les 
banquiers centraux de leur pays, car cela pourrait 
entraîner des conséquences budgétaires directes.

Par ailleurs, ce resserrement monétaire au sein des 
pays développés, notamment les États-Unis, sera très 
défavorable pour les marchés émergents. La plupart 
peinent encore à contrôler la pandémie, et 
présentent des taux de vaccination contre le COVID-
19 bien inférieurs à ceux d’Europe et d’Amérique du 
Nord, malgré de récents signaux positifs indiquant 
désormais une plus grande volonté des pays riches de 
partager leurs stocks de vaccins.

Dans nos réponses face à la pandémie, nous avons 
tous été confrontés à des défis similaires, et le mix 
des mesures politiques adoptées a globalement été le 
même. Dans la période du Pandexit, tout cela 
pourrait bien changer. Certaines mesures qui 
revêtent du sens pour les pays aux faibles taux 
d’infection au COVID-19, et à la dette publique 
maîtrisable, pourraient signifier une catastrophe 
économique pour d’autres.

Carstens appelle par conséquent à une normalisation 
« très progressive » de la politique monétaire, même 
s’il insiste également sur l’importance du contrôle de 
l’inflation, et de l’indépendance des banques 
centrales, comme l’on pouvait s’y attendre. Il aurait 
pu ajouter que nous aurons besoin d’une plus grande 
coordination internationale des politiques, qui fait 
cruellement défaut depuis un an et demi. La BRI elle-
même a beaucoup à faire.

FrançaisFrançais
expérience en matière de 
gestion des affaires de l’Etat. Il 
est maintenant temps pour moi 
de devenir président et non le 
vice-président de M. Cummings 
».

" Je vais vous dire tout de 
suite que j'ai déjà occupé le 
poste du numéro, et je n’ai pas 
l’intention d’occuper ce poste 
encore. De toutes les façons, 
dans la structure de la CPP que 
nous avons définie, il existe des 
procédures si l'on refuse d'aller 
en deuxième position », a ajouté 
M. Boakai.

convenu de signer à l’occasion de 
cette mission.

« Aujourd’hui, c’était la 
séance d’ouverture et les 
p r i n c i p e s  g é n é r a u x .  U n  
programme de travail a été établi 
et mercredi, jeudi et vendredi, 
les opérationnels vont se mettre 
d’accord sur les quantités, le 
rythme de livraison et la taille des 
lots », a fait observer le ministre 
ivoirien des Mines, du pétrole et 
de l’énergie.  

Il a en outre fait remarquer 
que toutes les conditions de 
livraison vont être discutées 
entre les opérationnels. A la suite 
de cela, les équipes venues du 
Liberia et celles de la Côte 
d’Ivoire vont conclure les termes 
des conventions dans les 
prochains jours.

La semaine dernière, une 
délégation togolaise conduite par 
la ministre déléguée en charge 
des Mines et de l’énergie, est 
venue s’inspirer du modèle 
ivoirien en ce qui concerne la 
production et la distribution de 
l’énergie. 

La Côte d’Ivoire envisage 
d ’ê t re  un  hub  pé t ro l i e r  
énergétique de la sous-région 
ouest-africaine. Le pays distribue 
de l’énergie électrique à certains 
États de la sous-région. 

Ils contestaient le fait que 
Boakai ai été choisi par les 
membres du bureau exécutif 
de son parti sans procéder à 
un congrès national comme à 
l’accoutumée.

Lors de l’émission sur la 
radio de l’Etat, M. Boakai a 
vanté sa longue expérience 
au sommet de l’Etat. « Les 
gens dans ce pays sont 
conscients du rôle que j’ai eu 
à jouer en tant que vice-
président et des postes que 
j’ai occupés. J’ai accumulé 
une toute longue son 

fournir des produits raffinés 
provenant de la SIR et de la 
SMB.

« En ce qui concerne la 
SMB, ça sera le bitume et 
concernant la SIR, ça sera les 
produits pétroliers classiques 
», a-t-il mentionné, relevant 
que pour satisfaire cette 
demande, les parties ont 
envisagé deux conventions. 

Une première convention 
de haut niveau interviendra 
entre les ministères en charge 
de l’Énergie et du Pétrole des 
deux pays qui expriment la 
v o l o n t é  d e s  d e u x  
gouvernements de collaborer, 
a noté M. Thomas Camara. 

Ensuite, une deuxième 
convention définira les 
éléments techniques entre les 
opé r a teu r s  t e chn i que s  
notamment du côté ivoirien la 
SIR et la SMB, puis du côté 
libérien, la raffinerie du 
Liberia qui va recevoir les 
produits pétroliers, a-t-il 
ajouté. « Nous désignerons un 
opérateur au milieu qui se 
chargera d’enlever  les  
produits ici et de les livrer au 
Liberia », a-t-il poursuivi, 
mentionnant que ce sont les 
accords qui sont prévus et que 
les deux ministères ont 
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host and co-hosts would have asked more than a million 
questions after the learned Solicitor General and Chief 
Prosecutor made this statement. But because they were 
ill-prepared, they allowed the Solicitor General to get 
away with this statement “Samukai and others were 
indicted during Sirleaf's Administration”. Some good 
questions would have been the following:   

1.  “Can a person indicted by the Grand Jury 
serve or continue to serve after he or she is 
indicted”?

2.     Why were the defendants indicted for 
US$1,259,462.00 but found guilty for 
1,147,656.35 and not the inducted amount? 

3.    Did the AFL High Command Investigative 
Report as contained in the LACC report have 
enough and adequate evidence to indict the 
defendants in this case? 

4.    On page six of the report count “d” reads 
“That apart from the Pension Funds, there 
were other funds deposited into the account.” 
What was the total of these other funds that 
were deposited?

5.    Is it not true that the defendants in this 
case were indicted in August of 2018?

6.    Since this is a financial case, why was it 
not necessary to conduct an audit of the 
account before the indictment?

I would have loved that the over 3000 plus listeners hear 
the Solicitor General answer to these critical questions. 
Unfortunately, the host and co-hosts did not ask any of 
these questions.
Let us look at the Summary of the report as produced in 
the Supreme Court Opinion as delivered by Justice Kaba. 
Below is the Summary of the AFL High Commend 
Investigative Report for you reading:

AFL Investigation Report
“The report of the AFL high command investigation, 
incorporated in the LACC's report, found and 
concluded that a significant portion of the 
transactions affecting the AFL Pension Account was 
unrelated to the purpose and intent of the creation of 
the account. The report recommended that the AFL 
Pension Account remain separated from the Ministry 
of the National Defense's operational expenses and 
that no withdrawal should be made against the 
account until a clear policy is adopted to manage the 
account. Excerpts from the AFL high command' report 
are as follows:

"6. The following findings were established during the 
overview of the bank account statements:

a. That USD account was opened at Ecobank on 
July 1, 2009, with account number 10929522222019 
titled AFL Pension Funds, Saving Account.

b. That the Minister of National Defense and the MoD 
Comptroller were the signatories to the account up to 
October 2017 prior to handing over the account to the 
AFL.

c. That the first deposit to the account was August 26, 
2009, with Eleven Thousand Two Hundred and Sixteen 
United States Dollars Forty Cents (US$11, 216.40)

d. That apart from the pension fund, there were 
other funds deposited into the account.

    e. On August 31, 2011, the account number was 
u p g r a d e d  f r o m  1 0 9 2 9 5 2 2 2 2 2 0 1 9  t o  
0013174717655601.
f. From July 2009 to November 3, 2017, a total of 103 
deposits for pension fund and other deposits were 
made into the account in the sum of 1,943,971.99 USD; 
see details at Annex E.
g. That the balance sum in the account, as at 
November 8, 2017, is 688,964.96 USD; details are at 
Annex E.

h. There were several withdrawals from the account 
for disbursement to deceased families and retired AFL 
personnel as well as other withdrawals not meant for 
the purpose for which the account was intended for. 
The total amount withdrawn to cater for deceased 
families and retired personnel was147,303.20 USD, 
which is attached as Annex B. Similarly, the sum 
withdrawn from the account not meant for the 
purpose the Scheme was created was 1,147,656.35 
USD as in Annex D. The total interest accrued in the 
account from July 2009 to November 3, 2017, is 
118,188.15 USD which is attached at Annex C. The 
summary of all transactions as contained is at Annex 
E.
i. That there were inconsistencies in the payment into 
the Pension Funds Account where monies were paid in 
part and, at times, not within the specified period.

j. That the AFL pay roster did not reflect each 
personnel contribution to the Scheme. Deductions 
were usually done by calculating the number of 
personnel as per rank and deduct the money and pay 
the cumulative total into the Pension Fund Account. 
Therefore, the MoD does not have comprehensive data 
of each personnel contribution to the Scheme.
k. That there has been no approved policy governing 
the management of the said fund. However, 
Headquarter AFL has submitted a draft policy on the 
management of the Pension Fund to the Ministry of 
National Defense for approval.
l. That the payments of funds to the beneficiaries 
were done at the discretion of the Minister;
m. From the period the AFL took over the account, 
there has been no withdrawal made from the account.
n. The Eco Bank Statement balance contradicts MoD's 
balance statement.
 
Conclusion
Based on the findings, the AFL Pension Account had many 
transactions other than what it was intended for. More so, 
there has not been comprehensive data of each personnel 
contribution into the account, but deductions were made 
as per the number of personnel in rank and paid 
cumulatively into the account. The Committee also 
observed that there was no mechanism put in place to 
inform the personnel of their monthly contributions. 
Thus, there was no written policy guiding the 
management of funds in the AFL Pension Account even 
though troops were aware that the funds were meant for 
deceased families and those retired personnel. There 
was, therefore, the need to give appropriate direction on 
the proper management of the funds.”

he Samukai et al AFL Pension Fund Case is 
creating National Embarrassment in the Tcountry for talk show hosts, judges and 

lawyers particularly those who love to go on radios 
and televisions to express their abysmal, weak and 
dismal opinions. They appear ill-prepared (meaning 
without researching the topics). This has exposed 
the limitation of most Liberians particularly the 
category of neophyte so-called polemicists 
mentioned above.
 
The purpose of this article is to give free education 
and advice to my fellow Liberians, that the display 
of ignorant verbosity on a certain subject only 
epitomizes the unprofessional inadequacies of a 
person on radio or television much to their 
embarrassment. Let's be reminded that value 
partners and our international friends are following 
these programs daily with disdain. This unpalatable 
asinine attitude only harms the country.  These talk 
shows tell the audience outside the country the 
capacity of many Liberians, our officials of 
government and presenters.

The Liberia Supreme Court gave its ruling on the 
case involving J. Brownie Samukai, Jr. and others in 
February of 2021. Since this historic ruling, there 
has been a national debate on the certification of 
the Lofa County senator-elect, Samukai, Jr. 

On August 23, 2021, Spoon TV invited Counselor and 
Honorable SaymaSyreniusCephus, Liberia's Solicitor 
General and Chief Prosecutor to discuss the genesis 
of the case. The show was hosted by the CEO and 
founder of the Spoon Foundation, Stanton 
Witherspoon and he had as co-hosts Rev. Dr. Henry 
Peabody, Ben Sanvee former Chairman of Liberty 
Party, St. Tomalin N. George, Keff Hassan, Abdullah 
Kaitamba, Dr. Francien Chenoweth Richardson and 
Honorable Isaac Doe, Deputy Minister of Youth and 
Sports of Liberia. 
These are all very fine and educated Liberians. I am 
a regular listener to the show and I have often 
mentioned to some of my friends that the host and 
co-hosts do not often prepare themselves well for 
these discussions. The August 23, 2021 discussion 
with the Solicitor General proved me correct. It 
appears as though they have not even read the case 
file and the constitution, if they have, they were in 
solidarity with the Solicitor General.  Below are 
some of my reasons.
The Solicitor General/ Chief Prosecutor informed 
the over three thousand listening to the discussion 
that Samukai, Jr. and others were indicted by the 
Sirleaf Administration. 

First of all, let us define the word “indictment”. 
Indictment is a formal accusation, based on 
available evidence, that a person has committed a 
serious crime. This person is arraigned before a 
Grand Jury of 12 persons. The persecutor presents 
the evidence before the Grand Jury in the presence 
of the person to be indicted. The Grand Jury weighs 
evidence and if they are convinced, the person is 
indicted and charged with the crime(s).  And if they 
are not convinced, the person is exonerated.

In some jurisdictions, the indictment is pursued 
prior to placing someone under arrest, while others 
place someone under arrest, and then send the case 
for indictment. Most often, a person will know that 
the police are interested in their crime; it's normally 
not something that takes someone by surprise. 

In Liberia, the prosecutor can do either one. The 
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25Kg bag of Rice at US$13.50, 
contrary to what is obtaining on 
the market.

Stock of the commodity in 
most shops across Monrovia has 
been depleted, while major 
impo r te r s  a re  r a t i on i ng  
wholesale, leading to artificial 
scarcity.

Another source hints that 
government is toying with an 
idea of increasing tariff on rice, 
as it has done to other basic 
commodities such as petroleum 
and used cars.   

However, the Minister refuted 
speculations here that there is a 
huge rice shortage in the 
country, casting blame on the 
oppos i t ion  for  a l leged ly  
spreading the rumor.

Madam Diggs explained that 
the current rice inventory shows 
that speculations about shortage 
are far from reality.

"Against this backdrop, the 
Commerce Ministry is warning 
against unwholesome practices 
in the Liberian business sector, 
including but not limited to 

he New Dawn has 
g a t h e r e d  f r o m  Ti m p e a c h a b l e  

sources in government and 
from other sectors of society 
about an ongoing collusion 
involving some officials and 
importers to create artificial 
scarcity of the nation’s stable 
rice, and hike price.

Despite recent assurances 
f r om  the  M in i s t r y  o f  
Commerce and Industry and 
the Minister of Information 
that there is sufficient stock 
of rice in the country to last 

up to the end of the year, the 
price of a 25kg bag of rice has 
jumped from 2,500 to 
between 2,800 to little over 
3,000 Liberian dollars.

The Commerce Ministry 
had disclosed that current 
inventory shows there are 
40,000 Metric Tons of rice in 
the country that accounts for 
1.6 million bags of the 25Kg 
rice. 

C o m m e r c e  M i n i s t e r  
Mawine G. Diggs also put the 
approved retail price for a 

hoarding of any commodity 
for that matter or arbitrary 
stepping up of its price," said 
Minister Diggs.

The Commerce Minister 
detailed that such available 
quantity of rice has the 
capacity to supply the local 
rice market for approximately 
three months.

"We admonish the public to 
work along with the Ministry's 
Inspectorate by reporting any 
unhealthy practices in the 
Liberian business sector as 
collaboration plays a pivotal 
role in curtailing such 
unwholesome activities," she 
said.

In addition, Minister Diggs 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a  
consignment of 30,000 Metric 
Tons, an equivalent of 1.2 
million bags of rice is 
expected here that will 
sustain the local market for 
two months.

She said 18,000 Metric Tons 
out of the 30,000 arrived in 
the country recently, adding 
that an additional supply of 
55,000 Metric Tons are 
expected into the Country.

Meanwhile, the Minister 
released two hotlines, 9911 
for Orange GSM and 6624 for 
LoneStar Cell MTN for the 
public to report whoever is 
found increasing the rice 
price, saying they will go after 
them and ensure they face 
the law.

She warned that the 
Commerce Ministry will not 
r e l e n t  t o  a p p l y  t h e  
appropriate laws in going 
after those whose inordinate 
desire is to profiteer at the 
expense of the public, 
especially during these 
t e s t i n g  d a y s  o f  t h e  
Coronavirus Pandemic in 
Liberia. -Story by Jonathan 
Browne

Coastal Resilient Project, 
which seeks to address the 
massive coastal erosion 
problem in the township of 
West Point.”

He recalled that in response 
to threats posed to D. Tweh 
High School and Redemption 
Hospital in New Kru Town, the 
EPA led the effort of accessing 
additional funding from GEF 
through UNDP that protected 
the shoreline of New Kru Town.

“Today, we were able to 

construct a sea wall to protect 
these institutions and other 
infrastructures,”he added.

“We still need to do more 
work in this area to bring lasting 
relief to the people of New Kru 
Town,”Prof. Tarpeh added.

The validation workshop was 
attended by stakeholders from 
line government ministries and 
agencies and local leaders of 
southern counties including 
Sinoe County Superintendent 
Lee Nagbe Chea. 

Mittal Steel has not been living 
up to its social contract theory, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  u n d e r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w s ,  
international organizations or 
corporations are required by 
law to abide by international 
standards in the treatment of 
concessions and citizens 
within the concession areas. 

But Mr. Findley accuses 
ArcelorMittal of allegedly 
breaching multiple provisions 
of Liberia’s Civil Procedure 
Law and the Liberia Code of 
Laws Revised which prompted 
him to sue the company to 
compel it to do the right thing 
and respect the rights of the 
people of Grand Bassa County.

He wants the court to 
restore all the rights and 
privileges that are stated in 
the agreement for the people 
of Grand Bassa County.

"I'm  a Concessionaire and 
party to the Concession 
A g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
Government  of the Republic 
of Liberia and Mittal Steel 
which is named “An Act 
Ratifying the Amendment to 
the Mineral Development 
Agreement (MDA) Dated 
August 17, 2005 Between the 
Government of the Republic of 
Liberia ...  and Mittal Steel 
Holding,” said Mr. Findley.

He explained that under the 
Concession Agreement signed 
by Mittal Steel and the 
Government of Liberia, the 
company shall construct, 
maintain and operate health 
facilities in the concession 
area, and shall install, 
maintain, and use modern 
health devices and equipment.

He said the agreement also 
obligates the company to 
p rac t i ce  modern  hea l th  
procedures and precautions in 
accordance with accepted 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  
standards.

But he claimed that since its 
ex i s tence  in  2007,  th i s  
concession agreement has never 
been implemented by Mittal 
Steel.

"All I'm not asking Mittal Steel 
to leave this country, neither do I 
want them out of operation in 
Grand Bassa County. What I want 
from the Court is to declare the 
rights of the hundreds of Bassa 
Citizens. This action is in 
accordance with the provision of 
the Concession, “Findley noted.

Findley’s legal action comes 
this week after President Weah 
on Friday, September 10, 2021 
commended ArcelorMittal  
Executive Chairman Mr. Lakshmi 
Mittal for his intentions to 
continue to invest in the future 
of Liberia after the signing 
ceremony of an amended 
M i n e r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Agreement  between the  
Government of Liberia and 
ArcelorMittal.

With the signing of the Third 
Amendment to its Mineral 
Development Agreement, the 
Executive Mansion here says 
ArcelorMittal will invest an 
additional US$800 million into 
its Phase Two iron ore project, 
which will enable them to move 
from producing five million 
metric tons of iron ore per year 
to fifteen million metric tons per 
year within the next three 
years.--Edited by Winston W. 
Parley
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from sea erosion,” Prof. Tarpeh 
said.

He explained that as a chief 
architect of environmental and 
climate change governance in 
Liberia his duty is to protect the 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f r o m  a l l  
environmental and climate 
change problems.

The EPA Boss disclosed that 
the issue of coastal erosion is a 
priority for his institution and he 
wi l l  ensure that L iber ia 
maintains a stable shoreline for 
economic development.

 Prof. Tarpeh indicated that 
nine out of the fifteen counties 
are along the coast and all the 
coastal cities are being affected 
by coastal erosion.

“Dur ing  2008 ,  L iber ia  
c o m p l e t e d  i t s  N a t i o n a l  
Adaptation Programme of Action 
(NAPA), which was intended to 
address urgent and immediate 
adaptation actions for Least 
Developed Countries including 

Dialogue in 2019, it was 
agreed that the allotment be 
used to address coastal 
erosion in Greenville City.

Speaking at the start of 
one-day validation workshop 
held on September 3, 2021, 
EPA Executive Director, Prof. 
Wilson K. Tarpeh said the 
project was developed at a 
time when most coastal cities 
are being threatened by sea 
erosion, which continues to 
t a k e  a w a y  l i v e s  a n d  
properties.

According to him, the 
growing wave of coastal 
erosion is now affecting 
Liberia’s third port city of 
Greenville, Sinoe County. 

“The Mississippi Street and 
other streets in Greenville 
are being threatened by sea 
erosion. Our presence here 
demonstrates a national 
effort in working together to 
save the city of Greenville 

Liberia,” Prof. Tarpeh said.
Liberia’s NAPA, according 

to him identified three major 
cities including Robertsport, 
Monrovia and Buchanan for 
the construction of Coastal 
Defence System. 

Executive Director Tarpeh 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  N A PA  
implementation in Liberia 
was able to accessed GEF 
Least Developed Countries 
Fund in the amount of US$5.6 
Million that addressed coastal 
erosion in the city of 
Buchanan.

“ T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  
successful in reclaiming about 
500 metres of land thereby 
protecting Atlantic Street 
from being washed away as a 
result of coastal erosion,” 
Prof. Tarpeh said.

Prof. Tarpeh: “Of late the 
Green Climate Fund approved 
the Monrovia Metropolitan 
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iberia’s immediate 
past Foreign Minister LMilton Gbehzohngar 

Findley has dragged the 
management of ArcelorMittal 

to court for a declaratory 
judgment due to the company’s 
alleged failure to meet its social 
responsibility agreement signed 
in 2007.

Mr. Findley, a former Senate 

President Pro - tempore 
during former President Ellen 
J o h n s o n  -  S i r l e a f ’ s  
administration before being 
appointed Foreign Minister 
under the George Manneh 
Weah regime, is suing the 
steel giant company just days 
after it amended its multi 
–billion  dollar Mineral 
Development Agreement with 
Mr. Weah’s government.

Speaking at a press 
conference in Monrovia 
Wednesday, 15 September 
2021, Mr. Findley noted that 
his legal team, represented by 
Cllr. Arthur T. Johnson has 
filed a petition of declaratory 
judgment before the Second 
Judicial Circuit Court of Grand 
B a s s a  C o u n t y  a g a i n s t  
ArcelorMittal.

In the petition filed, 
Findley’s lawyers alleged that 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Findley drags ArcelorMittal to court 

By Lincoln G. Peters

Mr. Milton Gbehzohngar Findley 
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