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Pastors, members
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he U.N. Children's 
Fund reports that TIslamist insurgents 

are recruiting young children 
t o  f i g h t  i n  n o r t h e r n  
Mozambique's volatile, oil-
r ich province of Cabo 
Delgado.

UNICEF says it has received 
numerous reports of children 
being forcefully recruited by 
the Mozambican militant 
group al-Shabab. It says the 
group — not affiliated with 
the Somali insurgency of the 
same name — has reportedly 
taken boys and girls from 
their families and villages.

UNICEF notes there is 
evidence of sexual violence 
against girls and of young girls 
being forced into marriage 
with their abductors.

Human Rights Watch 
recently said the boys, some 
as young as 12, are being 
trained in bases across Cabo 
Delgado and forced to fight 
alongside adults against 
government forces.

UNICEF spokesman James 
Elder says there is no 
accurate count of the number 
of children that have been 

recruited, but it is believed to 
be in the thousands. He says 
some of the children have been 
rescued, but none have been 
released by their militant 
captors."The recruitment and 
use of children by armed groups 
d e s t r o y s  f a m i l i e s  a n d  
communities," Elder said. 
"Children are exposed to 
incomprehensible levels of 
violence, they lose their 

United Nations reports dozens 
of people were killed and 
nearly 40,000 people fled to 
safer areas in the region.

Two weeks ago, Elder says, 
UNICEF signed an important 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding with the 
Mozambican defense forces 
which spelled out what 
government forces should do 
when they encounter children 
with armed groups.

"So that training is very, 
very important so that they 
know to treat children as 
children and as victims and 

families, they lose their 
safety, they lose their ability 
to go to school. And, of 
course, the recruitment and 
use of children is a grave 
violation of international 
law."

Elder says the recruitment 
of child soldiers has been 
going on since al-Shabab and 
other armed groups attacked 
Cabo Delgado in March. The 

olice in Nigeria say 
they have arrested 
20 suspected armed P

kidnappers in the north-west 
of  the country  where 
abductions for ransom are 
common.The authorities said 
they belonged to two 
separate gangs that had 
mainly operated on major 
motorways in the region.

In a statement police 
spokesperson Frank Mba said 
"sophisticated" weapons 
including 11 high calibre 

grenades and 11 rifles were 
recovered.

The suspects have not yet 
appeared in court.

According to the statement, 
the main suspect sometimes 
d i s g u i s e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a  
commercial bus driver.

It says he transported 
passengers from motor parks and 
informed gang members who 
then lay in ambush along the 
road to kidnap the unsuspecting 
travellers for ransom.

Nigeria has been grappling 

with an increasing wave of 
killings and kidnappings for 
ransom by armed criminal 
g a n g s  t a r g e t i n g  
schoolchildren, communities 
and travellers.

D e s p i t e  r e p o r t s  o f  
numerous arrests of suspects 
b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
prosecution and convictions 
are very rare.

Thousands of security 
forces deployed to several 
states have been unable to 
end the violence so far. BBC

then immediately get the 
support of organizations like 
UNICEF," Elder said. "And that 
can be everything from help to 
psychosocial support. Those 
early stages of support for a 
child who is being recruited, 
whether as a helper, whether as 
someone armed, are absolutely 
critical." International law 
states any child associated with 
an armed group is to be 
considered a child and a survivor 
of violations. Elder says children 
who have been associated with 
armed groups are double victims 
and must be treated as such.VOA

a c e b o o k  
w h i s t l e b l o w e r  FFrances Haugen said 

the social media platform was 
used to fan the flames of 
violence in Ethiopia.

In her testimony before a 
US Senate subcommittee, she 
said the social media giant 
could be used dangerously if 
action is not taken.

In 2019, Facebook was 
blamed for the spread of 
violence in Ethiopia after an 
O r o m o  a c t i v i s t  J a w a r  
Mohammed accused the 
government of endangering his 
life, sparking protests.

At the time, Ethiopian 
r u n n i n g  l e g e n d  H a i l e  
Gebrselassie told the BBC that 
fake news shared on Facebook 

was behind violence in which 78 
people died, warning that "fake 
news is easy to spread".

Facebook says it has a policy 
of "working to fight the spread of 
false news".

Ms Haugen gave the example 
of Myanmar where Facebook 
admitted to not doing enough to 
stop the spread of hate posts.

"My fear is that without 
action, divisive and extremist 
behaviours we see today are 
only the beginning," she said.

The  fo rmer  Facebook  
employee said the company 
gives priority to its profits over 
the safety of users.

The tech giant said it did not 
agree with Ms Haugen ' s  
"characterisation of the many 
issues she testified about". BBC

Facebook worsens Ethiopia 
violence - whistleblower

Ethiopian youths (pictured) in protest in 2019

UNICEF: Mozambique Insurgents 
Recruiting Children to Fight in Cabo Delgado

 Rwandan soldiers patrol in the village of Mute, 
in Cabo Delgado province, Mozambique

Dozens of kidnap suspects 
arrested in Nigeria

Nigerian police has been tacking an intensifying wave of killings and abductions
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ENEVA – Consider the humble 
mosquito. When compared to some Gof the world’s most notorious and 

vicious predators, it might not look like 
much. And yet it has killed more people in 
history than any other creature. As a 
carrier for some of the world’s deadliest 
diseases, including malaria, yellow fever, 
Zika, dengue, and chikungunya, it instills 
fear in tens of millions of people around 
the world.

Malaria, the oldest of these diseases, dates 
back to the time of the dinosaurs and 
continues to have a devastating impact on 
people’s lives. Each day, it deprives 
thousands of young people of a future. 
Among the 400,000 deaths from malaria 
recorded in 2019, two-thirds were children 
under the age of five, and almost all lived 
in Africa.

Throughout my career in public health, I 
have seen modern technology transform 
our centuries-old fight against malaria in 
the space of just a few decades. 
Insecticide-treated mosquito nets, indoor 
residual spraying of homes, rapid 
diagnostic tests, and new treatments and 
prophylactics were not even part of the 
conversation when I started work on my 
medical degree. Now, these interventions 
are saving lives every day.

Ensuring wider access to these innovations 
has been instrumental to the progress we 
have made in ending suffering for millions 
of people and eliminating the disease in 
many countries. But it is clear that these 
tools will not be enough to achieve the 
ultimate goal of eradication.

Mosquitoes and the malaria parasite have 
survived as long as they have by constantly 
adapting to new conditions. Now, growing 
drug and insecticide resistance in the 
Greater Mekong Subregion and Sub-
Saharan Africa threatens to weaken our 
current tools for prevention and 
treatment. Collaboration between 
scientists and the private sector is urgently 
needed to develop new medicines to 
combat resistance to artemisinin, the 
main component of the first-line drug that 
treats the most common form of the 
disease, and to insecticides that stop the 
malaria-carrying Anopheles mosquitoes in 
their tracks.

Some potential ly  game-changing 
innovations have emerged in recent years. 
With further development, these could 
(once again) transform the fight against 
malaria. For example, the Innovative 
Vector Control Consortium’s New Nets 
Project is currently piloting mosquito nets 
t rea ted  w i th  nove l  i n sec t i c ide  
combinations to combat resistance 
throughout Sub-Saharan Africa. The 

Medicines for Malaria Venture is bringing 
together leading pharmaceutical companies 
to speed up the drug development process. 
And researchers at Target Malaria are 
conducting trials of gene drives to reduce or 
eliminate Anopheles mosquitos’ malaria-
carrying capacity at the species level.

While there is still a long way to go, it is 
worth noting that these advances would 
have been unimaginable not long ago. 
Moreover, the rapid development of 
vaccines against COVID-19 has strengthened 
the case for increased investment in 
innovation to tackle other deadly diseases.

The global malaria community has been 
hoping for an effective malaria vaccine for 
more than 30 years. While the malaria 
parasite is considerably more complex than 
the coronavirus, there have been recent 
advances in preventive treatments. The 
World Health Organization-backed RTS,S 
vaccine, manufactured by GSK, is already 
being piloted in three African countries and 
has recently been shown to reduce severe 
malaria cases and deaths among young 
children by 70% when combined with 
seasonal malaria chemoprevention. This is a 
promising first-generation vaccine, but 
more investment is needed to create a 
highly effective, all-ages vaccine. And now, 
BioNTech has announced that it will pursue 
development of an mRNA vaccine against 
malaria, following the platform’s 
unprecedented success in developing 
vaccines against COVID-19.

While new technologies will help to 
accelerate progress, there is no silver 
bullet. Until we eradicate malaria, we will 
need constant innovation to stay one step 
ahead of evolution. These interventions 
must be deployed strategically in 
combination with existing malaria 
prevention and treatment measures.

We must also overcome long-standing 
barriers to scaling up innovations and 
making them universally accessible, even 
for hard-to-reach populations. New 
interventions will fall far short of their 
potential unless they are accompanied by 
steps to empower and support the health 
workers tasked with implementing them. 
Routine use of data to orchestrate more 
targeted deployments of treatments and 
preventive measures is crucial. The COVID-
19 pandemic has offered a brutal reminder 
of how important it is to invest in real-time 
health information.

We have achieved a great deal so far in our 
fight against malaria. But only by harnessing 
new discoveries and technologies, 
equipping countries with the right tools to 
meet their needs, and accelerating access 
to life-saving innovations can we consign 
malaria to the history books, alongside 
diseases like smallpox, and deliver a 
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The USAID-sponsored disputes 
resolution mechanism is commendable
LAST WEEK, THE USAID Mission Director in Liberia Jim 
Wright urged Liberians to peacefully resolve grievances 
and disputes at the community level before they 
develop into violent conflicts.

SPEAKING IN MONROVIA at ceremony marking the end 
of USAID-funded Connect for Peace Project in the 
Liberia, Director Wright emphasized that “nurturing 
peace and stability” at the community level is 
particularly important in post-conflict societies like 
Liberia where unresolved grievances and disputes 
remain.

INDEED RESOLVING DISPUTES promptly at community 
levels is one key strategy in averting violent conflict. 
Prolonged unresolved disputes have potential of 
evolving into conflicts that could lead to violence.

FOR THE PAST four years, Connect for Peace had 
worked to promote community-based conflict 
mitigation both in Monrovia and Nimba County, 
described as the primary locations of extreme violence 
during Liberia's 14 years civil wars.

DIRECTOR WRIGHT CALLED on “all stakeholders in a 
peaceful Liberia to draw on the lessons learned from 
Connect for Peace to replicate its successes.” We 
believe he couldn't have said it any better, because 
peace is very crucial for mankind to achieving progress.

POST-WAR LIBERIA IS still conflict-pronged evidenced 
by uneasy calm between the Lormas and the Mandingos 
in Lofa, land dispute between the people of Rivercess 
and Sinoe counties, and the Gios, Mano and Mandingoes 
in Nimba counties, respectively.  

THE GOVERNMENT OF Liberia should double up current 
effort to resolving disputes around the country and 
promote healing among the population. The religious 
community also has a role to play thru messages to 
uniting Liberians.

A COUNTRY ENGROSSED in disputes at every level is 
self-afflicting and would not make progress in terms of 
genuine peace and development. Peace is the 
foundation on which every other thing is possible.

WE COMMEND USAID for sponsoring the Connect for 
Peace project, and appeal that the exercise should be 
extended to other counties to build sustainable peace 
in Liberia, for peace is not just silence of guns, but 
harmonious coexistence.

IF LIBERIA SHOULD move from a fragile state to enjoy 
sustained peace, we must take dispute resolution 
serious, particularly at the community level to avoid 
slipping back to chaos and violence.  
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Modernizing Our Arsenal Against Malaria

By Abdourahmane Diallo
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ERKELEY – In 2011, when still vice chair of the US Federal Reserve, Janet Yellen 
reassured her colleagues that drama around the federal government’s debt 
ceiling “usually turns out to be just theater.” Theater of the absurd, one might B

add. A decade later, the debt-ceiling debate is shaping up as a tragedy for the ages.

To understand the absurdity of the debt ceiling, recall its origins. The statute creating it 
was adopted in September 1917, in conjunction with an act authorizing the issuance of 
bonds to help finance US entry into World War I. It was designed to assure opponents of 
US involvement in the war that there were limits on how far the country would go.

The Constitution had given Congress the power to micromanage borrowing by the 
Treasury, something that was impractical in wartime. So legislators now delegated this 
power to the president. But to placate those who opposed any enlargement of 
executive powers, as well as German-Americans who opposed going to war with 
Germany and Irish-Americans opposed to allying with Britain after that country’s violent 
suppression of the 1916 Easter Rising for an independent Ireland, Congress placed a 
ceiling on that borrowing.

Those all-but-forgotten grievances from more than a century ago created the dilemma 
the United States faces today. Absurd is right.

Until now, Congress has always succeeded in averting the worst. Even in 2013, a year of 
partisan rancor, Democrats and Republicans agreed to suspend the debt ceiling just a 
week before the Treasury, already unable to borrow, ran out of cash reserves. But this 
year might be different.

Most obviously, political polarization is even greater than it was in 2013. Norms of 
political behavior – including the idea that the two parties should collaborate to avoid a 
predictable disaster – have gone out the window since the January 6 attack on the US 
Capitol by supporters of then-President Donald Trump. In a post-fact world, Republican 
members of Congress, even if they are the actual agents of the calamity, can 
successfully blame – at least in the eyes of the Republican base – Democratic legislators 
and their free-spending ways.

The immediate consequence of a failure to raise or suspend the debt ceiling would be a 
government credit-rating downgrade. If US Treasury debt lost its investment-grade 
rating, institutional investors would be prohibited by their mandates from holding it, 
while foreign investors, including central banks, would think twice. US borrowing costs 
would go up.

Some studies find that the dollar’s safe-haven status saves the Treasury upward of $700 
billion in interest payments over a decade – enough, ironically, to fund nearly three-
quarters of the bipartisan infrastructure package. There is some already evidence of 
this bonus being lost.

Uncertainty, as the COVID-19 crisis has reminded us, is what investors dread the most, 
and uncertainty would spike with an interest-payment suspension of unknown duration. 
Stock markets would react negatively. Moreover, because Treasury securities are used 
as collateral in a wide range of private financial transactions, short-term funding 
markets would be impaired if the Treasury was forced to suspend interest payments. 
Withdrawals would force money-market mutual funds to engage in fire sales of Treasury 
bills and, conceivably, to suspend redemptions.

Estimates of the economic fallout range from deeply damaging to catastrophic. One 
representative forecast suggests that GDP would decline by 4%, while unemployment 
would rise to 9%.

The Fed would step in, of course, as it does in every crisis. It would activate emergency 
measures discussed in the run-up to prior debt-ceiling crises. It would purchase 
defaulted Treasury securities and accept them as collateral in its own lending 
operations, albeit at their now-lower market prices. But this would put the Fed on thin 
ice. It would find itself in the middle of a political conflict. Democrats would criticize it 
for shielding Republicans from the consequences of their inaction. Republicans would 
accuse the Fed of complicity with the Democrats’ “socialist” agenda.

Clever analysts suggest that all this could be avoided if the Treasury simply put interest 
payments first. It could continue paying them in full as tax revenues arrive, while 
cutting other outlays by 40%. But this assumes away formidable technical problems. 
(Think reprogramming the government’s computers.) And if you believe that Congress 
would be prepared to cut social security benefits and military pay to bail out 
bondholders, then you live in a political fantasyland.

Some hope remains. The Senate parliamentarian could allow the debt-ceiling increase 
to be attached to a reconciliation bill passed along party lines. The Democrats could 
swallow hard and vote for it on that basis, doing what’s right for the country regardless 
of the electoral consequences.

Or Republican holdouts could reconsider, given the gravity of their actions. Recall how, 
in the throes of the global financial crisis in 2008, then-US Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson went down on one knee to beg for leadership’s support after Congress rejected 
his $700 billion financial bailout. He succeeded, and the House passed the measure on a 
second try, with votes from Democrats and Republicans. But don’t hold your breath. The 
recalcitrant congressional leader then was the Democratic House Speaker, Nancy 
Pelosi. Today, it’s the Republican Senate Minority Leader, Mitch McConnell.

 

Even in 2013, a year of partisan rancor, Democrats and Republicans agreed 
to suspend the US federal government’s debt ceiling just a week before the 
Treasury ran out of cash reserves. But this year might be different.
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t up o him if  C-l g v nt i o e ial unab to t ct the  no  s p rt  his CD ed o ernme  s p t nt ly le pro e  lives

f griev  m ie  w s child and l v  nes  being b ut ly  o  ing fa il s ho e ren  o ed o  are  r al murdered
ery da w h i unity.ev y it mp

Is the CDC-led Government potentially unable to enforce 
Law and Order as organized killing 

spree surges across Liberia? 

Dancing with the Debt Ceiling

By Barry Eichengreen
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Republic of Liberia
National Lottery Authority 

P.O. Box 3402 -Clay Building 
SekouToure Avenue, Mamba Point 

Monrovia, Liberia 

 

 National Lottery Authority 

 Fee Schedule 2021  

  

 
S/N 

 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
PREVIOUS FEE 

ADJUSTED & 
APPROVED FEE 

1 
 

Application Fee for License (Non-Refundable) 
 

USD300.00 USD 400.00 

2 
 

Application Fee for a Permit (Non-Refundable) 
 

USD 150.00 USD 250.00 

3 

 
Application Fee for Charitable Gaming 
(NonRefundable) 

 

USD 150.00 USD 250.00 

4 

 

Late Fee (License Renewal) 

 

USD 250.00 USD 500.00 

5 

 

Gaming License (Casino -up to twenty -five (25) 
Gaming Devices) –

 

Montserrado County 

 

USD 60,000.00 USD 100,000.000 

6 

 

Gaming License (Casino up to twenty-five (25) 

 
Gaming Devices) Other Counties within the 
Republic of Liberia 

 

- USD 60,000.00 

7 

 

Gaming License (Sports Betting 

 

USD 40,000.00 USD 80,000.00 

8 

 

Gaming License (Scratch and Win) 

 

USD 40,000.00 USD 50,000.00 

9 

 

Gaming 

 

Machine 

 

License 

 

(1-25 

 

Gaming Machine) 

 

USD 20,000.00 USD 40,000.00 

10 

 

Mini Slot (Chinese Machine)   

 

USD 10,000.00 USD 10,000.00 

11 

 

Operation Fee per additional county (Sports 
Betting) 

6.5% of the 

License Fee 

7% of the  
License Fee 

12 Operating Fee per additional county (Scratch & 
Win) 

6.5% of the  

License Fee 

7% of the 

License Fee 

13 Operating Fee per additional county (Gaming 
Machine) 

USD700.00 USD 1,000.00 

14 Gaming Permit (Raffle) 15% of the value 
of the prize (s) 

15% of the value of  
the prize (s) 

15 Registration of additional Gaming Machine USD 500.00 each USD 500.00 each 

16 Registration of additional Table Game USD 500.00 each USD 500.00 each 

17 Permit for Promotional Game 15% of the total 

prize of the 

promotion 

20% of the total 
prize of the 
promotion 

18 Penalty for violation of Regulation 001 Not less than 
USD 2,500.00 

Not less than   USD 
3,000.00 
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no voter card, saying if the minds of our 
children are developed then Liberia will 
head towards transformation.

“If Liberia must be better, it must start 
with the children who are considered as 
foundation, and if the foundation is solid, 
Liberia will be transformed.’’ 

She appealed to government, 
humanitarians and individuals to help 
sponsor at least a child or more get back to 
school.

In remarks, the founder of Kids 
Educational Engagement Project or KEEP, 
also a local nonprofit organization, Brenda 
Brewer Moore, who is also helping to 
sponsor several children, presented forty-
three thousand Liberian dol lars  
(LRD43,000) to the organization to enable 
it send more children to school  this 
academic year.

Madam Moore however thanked Madam 
Wenneh  for such great initiative for 
providing sponsorship for several children 
in Liberia.

In remarks, both parents and 
beneficiaries thanked Destined Kids 
Assistance Program and Kids Educational 
Engagement Project for their support but 
called on others to help them through the 

organization.
They however urged particularly 

g o ve rnmen t  and  human i t a r i an s  
institutions and individuals not to forget 
about people with disabilities but want 
them to always care and support their 
initiatives for the betterment of their well-
begin and warfare.

About fifty under-privileged school 
children from nursery to  12th Grade  are 
to benefit fully paid tuition sponsorship 
from a local NGO, Destine Kids Assistance 
Program in Montserrado county.

D K A P  i s  a  n o n p r o f i t  a n d  
nongovernmental organization funded in 
2012 to empower needy children from 
marginalized and physically-challenged 
families in society.

It began operation in 2013, annually 
hosting back-to-school events aimed at 
assisting about hundred school dropouts 
return the school through sponsorship.

Speaking at the organization annual 
back to school bash for academic 2021/ 
2022 in Paynesville City, founder and 
executive director Madam Helena Wenneh 
said the initiative will sponsor about 50 

bout fifty under-privileged 
school children from nursery Alevel to 12th Grade are to 

benefit fully paid tuition sponsorship 
from a local NGO, Destine Kids 
Assistance Program in Montserrado 
County.

DKAP i s  a  nonp ro f i t  and  
nongovernmental organization 
established in 2012 to empower needy 
children from marginalized and 
physically-challenged families in 
society.

It began operation in 2013, 
annually hosting back-to-school 
events aimed at assisting about 
hundred school dropouts to return to 
school through sponsorship.

Speaking at the organization’s 
annual back to school bash for 
academic 2021/ 2022 in Paynesville 
City, founder and executive director 
Madam Helena Wenneh said the 
initiative will sponsor about 50 needy 
children of marginalized families with 
d i s ab i l i t i e s  and  o rphan s  i n  
Montserrado due to the current 
economic crisis in Liberia.

“We want to get children ready for 
this academic year, the program seeks 

to empower needy children of 
m a r g i n a l i z e d  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  
disabilities, orphans and children with 
disabilities who are school dropouts to 
get back to school’’, Madam Wenneh 
noted.

She noted that education is a right 
that must not be taken away from any 
child as a result of their parent’s 
disabilities or death, adding that 
children are a foundation of any 
nation.

She  cha l lenged  L iber ians ,  
especially parents, to stop looking 
down on their children but to 
prioritize their children’s future by 
giving them education.

She observed that Liberians are in 
the constant behavior of downplaying 
their children’s future, but now is the 
time for those kids who are often 
called future generation to receive 
proper education that would make 
them useful citizens in the future.

Madam Wenneh said individuals 
most especially, politicians play on the 
minds, and rights of children 
especially during an electioneering 
period, where some of them will have 

Destine Kids Program sponsors 
50 children to school

By Lewis S. Teh 
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of this MoU through the Ministry 
of Finance.”

A m o n g  U L FA’s  i s s u e s  
presented to the Government 
and UL Administration for 
solutions were disparity in 
salaries and allowance among 
faculty members, as well as 
disparity in salaries among 
faculty members and UL 
administrative staff.

ULFA also complained about 

the failure of UL to pay social 
security deductions and arrears 
since 2012; failure of UL to remit 
medical insurance deducted 
since January 2021, failure to 
pay wages for some UL part - 
timers, provide refund for 
laptops deductions, lack of 
instructional materials, lack of 
conducive working environment 
and sanitary condition.

ULFA also demanded office 

cards will be allowed to 
participate in the elections. 

According to  h im, a l l  
app l icants  in terested  in  
contest ing for  execut ive 

he University of 
L ibe r i a  Facu l t y  TAssociation (ULFA) 

says it will hold accountable, 
Liberian President and Visitor 
of the University of Liberia 
(UL), George Manneh Weah, 
for the success of the 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) signed 
last Friday, 1 October 2021 by 
ULFA, Government and UL 
Administration to end ULFA’s 

two weeks strike.
At an emergency ULFA 

G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  
Wednesday, 6 October on UL 
Capitol Hill campus, Dr. Edna 
Johnny, president of ULFA 
said the association has 
raised the profile of issues at 
the university and President 
Weah is involved, noting that 
ULFA i s  “ho ld ing  h im 
accountable [for] the success 

ver 500 delegates 
o f  the  L iber ia  OM a r k e t i n g  

Association are expected to 
shortly converge in Gbarnga, 
Bong County for convention 
that would lead to election of 
new corps of officers to 
replace the Association’s 
current interim leadership. 

The Co-Chairman of the 
LMA Election Committee, 
Reverend Joseph Zorbah, 
disclosed that guidelines 
governing the elections have 
been approved by the interim 
leadership, the convention 
commi t tee  and  o the r  
stakeholders. 

A d d r e s s i n g  a  p r e s s  
conference in Monrovia 
Tuesday, Reverend Zorbah 
stressed that only members 
of the LMA in possession of 
2017-2021 identification 

s p a c e  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  
reconditioning of dilapidated 
buildings, internet facility, 
equipment, electr ic ity,  
among others.

At the general assembly 
Wednesday, Dr. Johnny 
explained that ULFA holds 
President Weah accountable 
for implementation of the 
MoU because the government 
representatives including 
Finance Minister Samuel D. 
Tweah, have affixed their 
signatures on the MoU on 
behalf of the President of 
L i b e r i a  a s  h e  m a d e  
interventions to end the 
strike at UL.

“Because you know he’s 
the Visitor, he said through 
the Minister of Finance that 
everything that is done here is 
based on my directive … so we 
take his word for it, but we 
are holding him accountable 
for everything that is in this 
MoU,” Dr. Johnny added.

During the emergency 
general assembly, ULFA 
members voted unanimously 
to return to class this Friday, 8 
October which brings to an 
end their two weeks of strikes 
at the University of Liberia 
(UL) that led to students’ 
protests in September. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Johnny 
urged ULFA members on 
Wednesday at the emergency 
general assembly to return to 
class this Friday because the 
leadership had seen the 
government's commitment 
during consultations that it 
would execute its side of the 
MoU. She however cautioned 
that failure on the part of the 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  U L  
Administration to implement 
the MoU, UL knows how to 
make the MoU work.

positions should apply to the 
LMA election committee on 
Newport Street not later than 
October 12, 2021 with age 
requirement of 35 years.

wedish Ambassador 
accredited to Liberia SUrban Sjostrom says 

there can never be a better 
world to live in outside of 
peace, noting that peace plays 
a cardinal role in the 
transformation of any country.

 Ambassador Sjostrom made 

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w h i l e  
addressing the fifth cycle of 
Messenger of Peace Annual 
Youth Peace Summer Camp in 
Bong County recently.

The Messenger of Peace-
Liberia (MOP-Liberia) is a 
youth-led peace advocacy 
group based in Monrovia.

“Young peace ambassadors, 
let's follow the best humanity 

Other requirements include 
a copy deed real property 
value not less than 10,000 
United States Dollars in real 
estate. 

R e v e r e n d  Z o r d a h  
maintained that voting will be 
straightly by secret ballot but 
observers and voters will not 
be allowed to influence choice 
of another on the day of the 
election.

He explained that anyone 
who is interested in contesting 
must be a high school graduate 
or above and with appreciable 
knowledge of the field of 
business, and must be able to 
read and write English fluently. 

According to Reverend 
Zorbah, candidates will have 
an opportunity to present their 
platforms on October 29, 
2021, just a day before the 
poll. 

He noted that on voting day, 
four polling centers will be 
established with 150 persons 
voting at each center. 

He continued that each 
queue will accommodate 50 

recipe, and that is no one is 
above the rule of law.'' I would 
like to say to you, peace 
ambassadors, colleagues, join 
me in a world to strive for our 
peace.” 

The Swedish envoy describes 
Liberia as a progressive country 

for the fact that young people 
are moving in one accord, which 
shows determination, saying, 
“This is the message I will carry 
to my people when I get home.”

Also making remarks at the 
event, Deputy Minister of Youth 
and  Spo r t s ,  I s aac  Doe ,  
reaffirmed the Government of 

voters at a time with observers 
watching three feet apart. 

Campaign begins October 9, 
2021 at 12 noon. Positions to vie 
for include President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Assistant 
Secretary  and Chapla in,  
respectively. 

Meanwhile, the Co-Chair of 
the Convention Committee of 
the LMA, Boakai Balo, has 
released timetable of the 
convention. 

According to Mr. Balo, 
candidate registration started 
on September 27, 2021, and will 
end October 12, 2021, while 
campaign starts on October 27, 
2021. He added that arrival of 
delegates in Gbarnga , Bong 
County will begin on October 27, 
2021 while convention starts on 
October 28, 2021.

He said training of polling 
staff and debate among various 
candidates will be held on 
October 28, 2021 while polling is 
October 30, 2021 to be followed 
by certification of winners on 
November 4, 2021. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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UL Faculty to hold Weah accountable
-On success of MoU

LMA prepares for convention, elections

Swedish Envoy stresses 
peace for global progress

By Lewis S. Teh 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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grants to help their new 
businesses.

Under the ‘Empowering 
Wo m e n  i n  We s t  A f r i c a ’  
programme, Rotary Clubs from 
the UK, Belgium, France, 
Germany and Italy raised 
sufficient funds, with the help of 
a global grant from Rotary 
International, to train 100 plus 
women small business skills, so 
desperately needed to improve 
living standards of themselves 
and their families.

The Rotary Club of Marlow, UK 
has been working with the Rotary 
Club of Monrovia since the start 
of the Ebola pandemic in 2014. 
An impressive record of aid and 
support, including funding the 
first working medical oxygen 
production plant at ELWA 
hospital in Paynesville, granting 
scho la r sh ips  to  over  40  
undergraduate nurses and 
technicians to help rebuild the 
decimated post-Ebola health 
system.  Currently, new funds 

The At-Risk Youth Deputy 
Spokesman emphatically told 
the National Stakeholders 
Dialogue, “we are vulnerable 
and if society does not pay 
attention to us, some evil people 
could give us drugs, money, and 
weapons to cause trouble for the 
whole society”.

Mr. Joe said, because they 
h a v e  n o  h e l p e r,  s o m e  
predatorial individuals often 
prey on their vulnerabilities to 
at times lure them into 
performing disruptive and 
counterproductive acts that 
could undermine our fragile 
peace.

He urged the organizers and 
the sponsors of the event to take 
the dialogue to the national 
level and decentralize it for the 
benefits of other At-Risk Youth 
(Zogos).

The dialogue focused on key 
r e commenda t i on s  wh i ch  
c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
implementation of existing 

youth policies and strategies 
r e l a t i n g  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  
governance, peace security and 
health.

Some of the issues discussed 
by the youth at the National 
Stakeholders Dialogue included 
Youth and Challenges to 
Accessing Justice, How does the 
State deal with Youth coming in 
conflict with the law? and   
Women and Girls as Victims of 
Crimes.

The participants were drawn 
from high schools, universities, 
Liberia National Police, Liberia 
Prison Fellowship, Louise Arthur 
Grimes School of Law, Judicial 
Training Institute, Liberia 
National Bar Association, Liberia 
Student Union, Federation of 
Liberia Youth, Mano River Union 
Youth Parliament, Liberia 
Children Parliament, Liberia 
Motorcycle Transport Union, 
etc.

he Rotary Club of 
M o n r o v i a  i n  Tpartnership with 

Educare and international 
partners has launched the 
Empowering Women in West 
Africa programme.

The project is a pilot 
e x e r c i s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
designed a year ago to focus 
on ways in which women 
entrepreneurs  a l ready  
engaged in small-scale 
businesses in Liberia can 
improve their capacity and 

expand operation. 
Importantly, it seeks to 

empowering women with 
basis business and financial 
management skills and 
provide support at the end of 
the training. 

During the courses, which 
will run over the next 9 to 10 
months, the women, who 
were selected from poor slum 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  
Monrovia, will be able to 
compete for small equipment 

’When  we  ge t  i n  
trouble, nobody listens ‘t o  u s ,  t h e y  j u s t  

condemnus and put us in jail 
right away, nobody asks us 
questions about the case’’, 
says T. Armstrong Joe, Deputy 
Spokesperson of the At-Risk 
Youth (Zogos).

He spoke on Thursday, 
September 30, 2021, at a 
N a t i o n a l  S t a k e h o l d e r s  
Dialogue organized by Youth 
Crime Watch of Liberia, with 
support from the Carter 
Center and funding from the 
Government of Sweden, held 
on the theme ‘’the Current 
status, challenges, and 
prospects of Youth and Access 
to Justice in Liberia’’.  

‘’This is the first time to be 
invited as at-risk youth to the 
table in a place like this, and 
we appreciate the Carter 
Center because in recent 
y e a r s ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  
organization that has called to 
learn about the challenges we 

as At-Risk Youth face when we 
come in conflict with the 
law’’, Mr. Joe declared.

Speaking as a panelist, 
alongside, Rev. Francis S. 
Kollie, the Country Director of 
Prison Fellowship, Mr. Joe 
represented the At-Risk Youth 
popularly known in Liberia as 
‘’Zogos’’, to address the 
theme, “How does the state 
deal with youth coming in 
conflict with the law? This was 
one of four panels convened 
during the event.  

Mr. Joe named three things 
that usually drive them into 
criminal activities: illegal 
drugs, lack of education and 
sometimes Politicians use 
them.

He called on the Liberian 
society to pay attention to the 
you th  by  empower ing ,  
educating, and organizing 
programs for them on the 
Laws.

have been raised by Marlow to 
fund more nurses and 
technicians.

Speaking at the launch 
held Friday, September 31, at 
the Young Women Christian 
Association of Liberia (YWCA) 
national headquarters in 
C o n g o  To w n ,  o u t s i d e  
Monrovia, Past President 
Wilson Idahor, who is also 
head of the project, said the 
project’s goal is to become a 
m o d e l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  
replicated in other areas of 
the economy.

H e  t h a n k e d  t h e  
internat ional  partners,  
specifically members of the 
rotary clubs of UK, Belgium, 
France, Germany and Italy, 
for coming together to 
support the successful launch 
of the project. 

Representatives from the 
ministry of youth and sports, 
YWCA and the ministry of 
gender, children and social 
protection  respectively 
applauded effort of the 
Rotary Club of Monrovia for 
the partnership and doing as 
much as possible to achieve 
the project.

Initial business training 
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
communities, rather than in a 
formal learning center that 
could involve unnecessary 
travel and expense for the 
participants.

Peace building is a major 
focus of the programme with 
Rotarians working alongside 
Educare as mentors. Educare 
Liberia is an independent 
organisation, but the Educare 
model is present in many 
other countries.

The Rotary Club is an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d y  
established since August 23, 
1905 to help humanity. 

Rotary Club launches empowerment 
programme for women entrepreneurs 

“We Are Vulnerable, 
Don’t Ignore Us”
- At-risk youth leader tells a national dialogue
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es centaines de gens 
sous la bannière 
C i t izens  United D

Against Ritualistic Killing 
(CURK) ont organisé une 
manifestation pacifique le 
mardi 5 octobre 2021 pour 
exprimer leur ras-le-bol 
contre la vague de meurtres 
rituels présumés enregistrés 
à travers le pays.

Mysterious deaths
stir protest 

 S e l o n  l e  g r o u p e ,  
l'augmentation actuelle de la 
vague de meurtres rituels à 
travers le pays est alarmante. Il a 
d i t  c r a i n d r e  q u e  l e  
gouvernement ne soit à mesure 
d’assurer la sécurité et la 
protection de ces citoyens.

S ' e xp r iman t  dan s  une  
interview avec des journalistes 
sur les lieux de la manifestation 

dans la communauté Bassa à 
Monrovia, le porte-parole du 
groupe et président de la 
brigade de solidarité de la 
Collaboration des Partis 
politiques de l’opposition 
(CPP), Byron Brown, a déclaré 
que leur manifestation 
pacifique visait à attirer 

La vice-présidente du 
Libéria, Jewel Howard-
Taylor, a exprimé sa gratitude 
aux Nations Unies pour son 
rôle héroïque dans le 
rétablissement de la paix et 
de la tranquillité au Libéria 
après des années de guerre 
civile.

 « Entre 2003 et 2017, 
l'ONU a positionné sa plus 
grande mission de maintien 
de la paix au Libéria, période 
à laquelle elle a rétabli la 

paix et la tranquillité et 
contribué au processus de 
reconstruction du pays. « Il n’y a 
pas de mot pour exprimer ce que 
l'ONU a fait pour nous au fil des 
ans. ", a souligné la vice-
présidente Howard-Taylor.

Elle a ajouté : « Nous sommes 
une nation démocratique, et il 
incombe au gouvernement de 
suivre la voie démocratique du 
leadership. Nous avons illustré 
ce leadership et nous espérons 
continuer sur cette voie.

L a  v i c e - p r é s i d e n t e  
Howard-Taylor a décrit le 
Libéria comme une nation 
pacifique et amicale qui est 
déterminée à défendre les 
valeurs et les principes des 
Nations Unies.

La première femme vice-
présidente libérienne a pris la 
parole lundi 4 octobre 2021 
dans son bureau au Capitole 
lorsqu'elle a reçu en audience 
le Coordonnateur résident des 
Nations Unies au Libéria, 
l'ambassadeur Neil Scott.

S'exprimant ensuite, la 
vice-présidente Howard-
Taylor a souligné la nécessité 
d'un soutien accru de la part 
des Nations Unies pour 
autonomiser et renforcer la 
participation des femmes 
dan s  l e  p roce s su s  de  
gouvernance du pays.

Elle a reconnu que le PNUD 
et ONU Femmes ont joué un 
rôle essentiel en aidant les 
femmes et en mettant en 
p l a ce  l e s  i n s t i t u t i on s  
nécessaires pour lutter contre 
la violence sexuelle et sexiste 
e t  d ' a u t r e s  p r a t i q u e s  
traditionnelles néfastes, y 
compris les mutilations 
génitales féminines (MGF) 
dans le pays.

S'exprimant plus tôt, 

La semaine dernière, le directeur de mission de l’USAID 
au Libéria, Jim Wright, a exhorté les Libériens à résoudre 
pacifiquement les griefs et les différends au niveau 
communautaire avant qu’ils ne se transforment en 
conflits violents.

S’exprimant à Monrovia lors de la cérémonie marquant la 
fin du projet Connect for Peace financé par l’USAID au 
Libéria, le directeur Wright a souligné que « entretenir la 
paix et la stabilité » au niveau communautaire est 
particulièrement important dans les sociétés post-conflit 
comme le Libéria où les griefs et les différends restent 
non résolus.

En effet, résoudre rapidement les différends au niveau 
communautaire est une stratégie clé pour éviter les 
conflits violents. Les différends prolongés non résolus 
peuvent dégénérer en conflits pouvant conduire à la 
violence.

Au cours des quatre dernières années, Connect for Peace 
s’est efforcé de promouvoir l’atténuation des conflits au 
niveau communautaire aussibien à Monrovia que dans le 
comté de Nimba, décrits comme les principaux lieux de 
violence extrême pendant les 14 années de guerre civile 
au Libéria.

Le directeur Wright a appelé « toutes les parties 
prenantes à tirer les leçons de Connect for Peace pour 
reproduire ses succès ». Nous pensons qu’il n’aurait pas 
pu mieux le dire, car la paix est indispensableau progrès 
de l’humanité.

Le Libéria d’après-guerre est toujours en proie à des 
conflits, comme en témoignent le calme précaire qui 
règne entre les Lormas et les Mandingos de Lofa, les 
différends fonciers entre les habitants des comtés de 
Rivercess et Sinoe, et les Gios, Mano et Mandingoes dans 
les comtés de Nimba.

Le gouvernement du Libéria devrait redoubler d’efforts 
pour résoudre les différends dans le pays et promouvoir la 
guérison parmi la population. La communauté religieuse 
a également un rôle à jouer à travers des messages pour 
unir les Libériens.

Un pays plongé dans des différends à tous les niveaux 
s’auto-afflige et ne progresserait pas en termes de paix 
et de développement véritables. La paix est le 
fondement sur lequel tout le reste est possible.

Nous félicitons l’USAID d’avoir parrainé le projet Connect 
for Peace et demandons que l’exercice soit étendu à 
d’autres pays pour construire une paix durable au 
Libéria, car la paix n’est pas seulement le silence des 
armes, mais une coexistence harmonieuse.

Si le Libéria doit passer d’un état fragile à une paix 
durable, nous devons prendre la résolution des différends 
au sérieux, en particulier au niveau communautaire pour 
éviter de retomber dans le chaos et la violence.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Le mécanisme de règlement des différends 
parrainé par l’USAID est louable
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Des citoyens manifestent pour dénoncer 
la vague de morts mystérieuses

La vice-présidente Taylor salue le 
rôle héroïque de l'ONU au Libéria
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ENÈVE – Prenez le simple moustique. 
Lorsqu’on le compare aux prédateurs Gréputés être des plus brutaux dans le 

monde entier, il ne semble pas faire le poids. Et 
pourtant il a tué plus de gens dans l’histoire que 
la plupart des autres espèces. En tant que 
vecteur de certaines des maladies les plus 
mortelles dans le monde, notamment le 
paludisme, la fièvre jaune, le virus Zika, les 
virus de la dengue et la fièvre chikungunya, il est 
le cauchemar d’une dizaine de millions de 
personnes dans le monde.

Le paludisme, la plus vieille des maladies 
remonte à l’ère des dinosaures et continue de 
faire des ravages dans les vies humaines. Chaque 
jour, il enlève tout espoir à des milliers de 
jeunes. Des 400?000 décès causés par le 
paludisme recensés en 2019, les deux tiers 
étaient des enfants de moins de cinq ans et la 
plupart d’entre eux vivaient en Afrique.

Tout au long de ma carrière en santé publique, 
j’ai observé les technologies modernes 
transformer notre combat séculaire contre le 
paludisme en l’espace de quelques décennies 
seulement. Les moustiquaires imprégnées 
d’insecticide, la pulvérisation d’insecticides à 
effet rémanent à l’intérieur des foyers, les tests 
de dépistage rapide, les nouveaux traitements 
et les nouvelles mesures prophylactiques ne 
faisaient même pas partie du portrait au cours 
de mes études pour devenir médecin. À l’heure 
actuelle, ces interventions sauvent des vies tous 
les jours.

L’élargissement de l’accès à ces innovations a 
largement contribué aux progrès que nous avons 
accomplis pour mettre un terme aux souffrances 
de millions de personnes et faire disparaître 
cette maladie dans la plupart des pays. Il semble 
cependant évident que ces outils ne peuvent 
suffire à atteindre le but ultime de 
l’éradication.

Les moustiques et le parasite du paludisme ont 
survécu si longtemps en s’adaptant sans cesse 
aux nouvelles conditions. Dans l’état actuel des 
choses, la résistance grandissante aux 
médicaments et aux insecticides dans la sous-
région Bassin du Mékong et en Afrique 
subsaharienne menace d’affaiblir nos 
instruments actuels de prévention et de 
traitement. La collaboration entre les 
scientifiques et le secteur privé s’impose de 
toute urgence pour mettre au point de nouveaux 
médicaments afin de contrer la résistance à 
l’artémisinine, le principal composant du 
médicament de première ligne qui traite la 
forme la plus courante de la maladie et les 
insecticides qui barrent la route aux anophèles, 
des moustiques vecteurs du paludisme.

Certaines innovations pouvant complètement 
changer la donne sont apparues ces dernières 
années. Grâce à ces développements, elles 
pourraient (encore une fois) transformer la lutte 
contre le paludisme. Par exemple, l’Innovative 
Vector Control Consortium pilote actuellement 
de nouveaux projets de moustiquaires traitées 
avec de nouvelles combinaisons de nouveaux 
insecticides permettant de contrer la résistance 
des insectes dans toute l’Afrique subsaharienne. 
Le programme Medicines for Malaria Venture 
r a s s emb le  l e s  g r ande s  en t r ep r i s e s  

pharmaceutiques pour accélérer le processus de 
mise au point de médicaments. Et les chercheurs 
de Target Malaria mènent des essais de forçage 
génétique pour réduire ou éliminer la capacité de 
transmission du paludisme par les moustiques 
anophèles au niveau de l’espèce.

Même s’il reste encore beaucoup à faire, il est 
intéressant de souligner que ces avancées auraient 
été inconcevables il n’y a pas si longtemps. De 
plus, la mise au point rapide des vaccins contre la 
COVID-19 constitue un élément de plus en faveur 
d’un investissement accru en innovation pour 
lutter contre d’autres maladies mortelles.

La communauté internationale de lutte au 
paludisme compte sur un vaccin efficace contre le 
paludisme depuis plus de 30 ans. Même si le 
parasite du paludisme est considérablement plus 
complexe que le coronavirus, des progrès 
considérables ont été réalisés récemment dans les 
traitements préventifs. Le vaccin RTS,S parrainé 
par l’Organisation mondiale de la santé, produit 
par GSK, fait déjà l’objet d’essais pilotes dans 
trois pays africains et a démontré récemment qu’il 
réduisait de 70 % les cas graves de paludisme et la 
mortalité des jeunes enfants, lorsque jumelé à la 
chimioprévention contre le paludisme saisonnier. 
C’est un vaccin prometteur de première 
génération, mais plus d’investissement est 
nécessaire pour créer un vaccin très efficace pour 
tous les âges. Et maintenant, BioNTech a annoncé 
qu’elle poursuivrait la mise au point d’un vaccin 
mRNA contre le paludisme, suivant le succès sans 
précédent de la plateforme de développement de 
vaccins contre la COVID-19.

Même si de nouvelles technologies contribueront à 
accélérer les progrès, il n’y a pas de solution 
miracle. Tant que le paludisme n’est pas éradiqué, 
nous aurons besoin d’un train constant 
d’innovations pour gagner une longueur d’avance 
sur l’évolution. Ces interventions doivent être 
déployées stratégiquement en conjonction avec 
les mesures existantes de prévention et de 
traitement contre le paludisme.

Il faut également abattre des obstacles persistants 
au passage à grande échelle des innovations pour 
les rendre universellement accessibles, même 
dans les populations difficiles à rejoindre. De 
nouvelles interventions resteront très en deçà du 
potentiel à moins qu’elles soient accompagnées 
de mesures d’habilitation et de soutien des 
effectifs sanitaires chargés de les mettre en 
œ u v r e .  I l  e s t  c r u c i a l  d e  r e c o u r i r  
systématiquement aux données probantes pour 
orchestrer des déploiements mieux ciblés de 
traitements et de mesures préventives. La 
pandémie COVID-19 a brusquement rappelé 
l’importance d’investir dans des informations 
sanitaires en temps réel.

Nous avons effectué des progrès considérables 
jusqu’ici dans notre lutte contre le paludisme. 
Mais ce n’est qu’en mobilisant les nouvelles 
découvertes et technologies, en dotant les pays 
des instruments adaptés à leurs besoins et en 
accélérant l’accès aux innovations qui sauveront 
des vies que nous pourrons consigner le paludisme 
dans les livres d’histoire, au même titre que des 
maladies comme la variole. On pourra ainsi assurer 
un monde plus en santé et plus prospère pour tous.

FrançaisFrançais
Au cours du week-end, la 

police a arrêté un homme qui, 
selon elle, aurait publié de 
fausses photos sur les réseaux 
sociaux. M. Jethro Harris est un 
partisan de l’Alternative 
National Congress, un parti de 
l’opposition.

« Depuis l'ascension au 
pouvoir de la Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique 
(CDC), il y aeu des disparitions 
mystérieuses, des enlèvements 
et desassassinats rituels dans le 
pays.Ces choses ont un impact 
négatif sur le pays et l'économie. 
Notre rassemblement n’a rien de 
politique, nous le faisons pour 
sauver notre pays et l'ouvrir aux 
investissements internationaux 
et au progrès économique", a 
déclaré Brown.

« C’est une malhonnêtetéde 
la part de l'inspecteur général de 
la police nationale du Libéria, le 
colonel Patrick T. Sudue, de 
prétendre qu'il n'y a eu aucun 
meurtre ritueldans le pays, alors 
qu’il en a eu plus d’une dizaine à 
travers le pays.Nous nous 
rendons au parlement et à 
l'ambassade des États-Unis pour 
attirer leur attention sur ce qui 
se passe dans le pays », a-t-il dit.

 « Nous vivons dans la peur 
totale dans notre pays. Notre 
paix et notre sécurité ne sont pas 
sûres. Nous défendons ce qui, 
selon nous, libérera notre pays 
et garantira la confiance des 
investisseurs internationaux 
pour aider notre économie à 
croître », a-t-il ajouté.

Libéria est l'un des membres 
fondateurs de l'ONU et les 
contributions importantes qu'il 
a p p o r t e " ,  a  d é c l a r é  l e  
coordinateur résident des 
Nations Unies, Scott.

M .  S c o t t  a  r é i t é r é  
l'engagement des Nations Unies 
à soutenir le Libéria dans ses 
efforts pour renforcer la paix, la 
sécurité, la bonne gouvernance, 
le  développement  et  la  
promotion des droits de 
l'homme.

l'attention du monde sur « 
l ' a l a rman te  v ague  de  
meurtres rituels » à travers le 
pays.

 « Le gouvernement du 
président [George Manneh] 
Weah continue de montrer 
peu ou pas d'intérêt dans la 
résolution du problème afin 
de dissiper la peur des 
citoyens », a affirmé Byron 
Brown.

Pourtant, pour la police 
nationale du Libéria, les dire 
selon lesquels des corps 
démembrés sont découverts 
tous les jours ne sont que de 
fausses rumeurs. Elle accuse 
l’opposition d’avoir propagé 
ces fausses rumeurs pour 
t e r n i r  l ’ i m a g e  d u  
gouvernement de George 
Weah.

 Le gouvernement libérien 
rejette l’existence de tels 
crimes et accuse l’opposition 
de vouloir ternir son image en 
d i f f u s a n t  d e  f a u s s e s  
informations. 

Deux femmes et un 
homme ont raconté dans des 
podcasts sur Facebook qu’ils 
avaient été enlevés à 
différents endroits, emmenés 
dans des bois. Mais ils ont 
échappé de justesse à la mort 
des mains de leurs ravisseurs.

L’image horrifiante d’une 
femme éventrée a circulé sur 
les réseaux sociaux. Selon les 
auteurs, c’est l’une des 
victimes des meurtres rituels 
dans le pays.

l'ambassadeur Scott a adressé 
ses salutations les plus 
chaleureuses au nom de l'ONU 
et a remercié la vice-
présidente Howard-Taylor 
pour l'accueil chaleureux qui 
lui a été réservé.

M. Scott a également salué 
le gouvernement et le peuple 
du Libéria pour leur soutien à 
l 'organisation mondiale, 
rappelant son rôle en tant 
que membre fondateur. "On 
nous rappelle toujours que le 

           THURSDAY       OCTOBER   07

La modernisation de notre 
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more than 61 % of the votes cast, but he has 
absolutely no clue about what the Liberian presidency 
entails even though he holds a graduate degree from 
DeVry University, a US based online institution of higher 
learning. 

Since January 22, 2018, when he took over Liberia as 
the country’s 25th President, Mr. Weah has for the more 
than three years of his political stewardship proven his 
many detractors right that he lacks the pedigree for the 
presidency. For any President to succeed, he must have 
a basic understanding of how the systems of 
government work. Mr. Weah has consistently 
demonstrated that he has no such understanding. For 
example, on August 16, 2021,he again fumbled publicly 
in Kakata, Margibi County when he responded to a 
question from a reporter of the Executive Mansion press 
corps during a guided tour of the charred buildings of 
the C.H. Rennie Hospital. The hospital was gutted by 
fire on August 15, 2021.

At the hospital, the reporter asked, “Mr. President, 
we have a fire service that is complaining of low 
budgetary allotment. What are your plans in terms of 
support to the fire service and the centralization of its 
services?” Responding, President Weah preposterously 
stated, “First of all, I hope that those that are 
responsible to act on the budgetary measures will be 

able to meet their needs. You see, I am from the 
executive. I don’t create the budget, but again, we will 
encourage them….”

The Liberia National Fire Services (LNFS) is an agency 
of government that operates under the umbrella of the 
Ministry of Justice, a department which forms part of 
the executive branch of government that Mr. Weah 
heads as President. Moreover, it is the executive branch 
of government that generates Liberia’s national draft 
budgets annually; and submits same to the legislature 
for scrutiny and subsequent passage, but regrettably Mr. 
Weah doesn’t know that. The Liberia National Fire 
Service was established to safeguard life and property 
from the scourge of destructive fire, across the length 
and breadth of the country, as well as to promote 
efficient fire prevention services.

Besides being clueless about the functions of most 
government agencies in Liberia, the President is a 
terrible public speaker. As a result, he most often avoids 
public speaking engagements. Since becoming 
president, Mr. Weah has had no formal news conference 
with local and international journalists in Monrovia for 
briefings on contemporary national issues affecting the 
nitor and supervise his subordinates. He comes across 

lives of Liberians. No President in recent memory has 
under-utilized the Presidential bully pulpit as much as 
Mr. Weah; much to his own disadvantage. Moreover, he 
is not an effective manager. He doesn’t monitor and 
supervise his subordinates. He comes across publicly as 
aloof; disengaged and out of touch with political 
developments in today’s Liberia. For example, Liberia 
like most nations the world over, is currently confronted 
with the COVID-19 pandemic that has affected and 
decimated millions of human lives. The global death toll 
of COVID related cases as of August 15, 2021, was 4.36 
million people while the number of reported cases for 
the same period was207 million. Liberia’s COVID related 
death toll for the same period was 148; and the number 
of affected cases was 5,459.

Despite the cited gruesome health reports, Mr. 
Weah’s political support to the campaign against the 
Corona Virus in Liberia remains distant and lukewarm, 
or nonexistent. Furthermore, he has reportedly refused 
to take the COVID vaccine for unexplained reasons. A 
month ago, his Minister of Health, Dr. Wilhelmina 
Jallah, compounded the Country’s fight against the 
Corona Virus when she unbelievably declared that it is 
the President’s“Prerogative to take the vaccine or 
not”.The health minister ridiculously failed to know 
that good leaders lead by example.

Presidential Authority Outsourced
In furtherance of his aloofness and insensitivity to 

matters of national importance in Liberia, the retired 
soccer icon turned politician, has surreptitiously 
outsourced his presidential authority to two of his 
supervisees, mainly the Ministers of State for 
Presidential Affairs, Nathaniel McGill, and Finance and 
Development Planning, Samuel Tweah, Jr. Although the 
Ministers themselves need routine hands-onsupervision 
in the execution of their respective job duties, they are 
Mr. Weah’s go to persons, or foremost pillars in 
government. He relies heavily on them for the 
execution of his daily presidential duties. For example, 
a brawl recently erupted between Minister McGill and 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, D. Maxwell Kemayah, at 
the President’s office located at the Foreign Ministry. 
The President temporarily has an office at the Foreign 
Ministry due to the ongoing renovation work at the 
Executive Mansion, which was gutted by fire few years 
ago. As per media report, the Foreign Minister went to 
the President’s for a briefing regarding his participation 
in the UN General Assembly for world leaders slated for 
September of this year in the United States of America 
(USA).

According to FrontPageAfrica(FPA), a Monrovia based 
media institution, the confusion started when Minister 
McGill demanded that the Foreign Minister report 
directly to his office instead of the President, but 
Minister Kemayah reportedly declined the order. The 
Foreign Minister reportedly told Minister McGill that 
such directive was outside the confines of the law. He 
also, wondered how could a Minister who works at the 
will and pleasure of the President, report to another 
Minister?

Minister McGill reported directive to the Foreign 
Minister was emboldened by the fact that he and 
Minister Tweah literally run the affairs of Liberia while 
the President uses the Liberian taxpayers’ time for 
leisure, making music or playing football. On July 29, 
2021, he released his latest musical project titled Mama 
Rita. Before his election in 2017 as President, Mr. Weah 
served Montserrado, Liberia’s most populated county as 
senator, but his presence in the senate was rarely felt. 
He was just a face of Montserrado; he made no impact 
legislatively. He neither contributed to legislative 
debates nor spoke on national issues that affected the 
lives of Liberians, mainly his constituents.

Leadership Deficit
As a result of the President’s blatant leadership 

lapses, Liberia is now faced with a leadership deficit. 

hen the history of the Liberian 
presidency is written, President WGeorge Manneh Oppong Weah’s tenure 

would surely go downas an“accident”.Mr. Weah is 
Liberia’s 25thpresident, but he’s the least political 
leader in terms of performance the country has 
produced in recent record.

He doesn’t understand political governance 
even though he has been President of Liberia for 
more than three years now. In January of this year, 
his administration exceeded the halfway mark of 
its six-years term. He was inaugurated Liberia’s 
25thPresidenton January 22, 2018. His ascendency 
followed a peaceful transfer of power by the 
administration of former President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf.Liberia’s next Presidential and Legislative 
elections are scheduled for 2023.

Mr. Weah won the Liberian presidency in 2017 to 
the astonishment of most Liberiansafter he 
convincinglydefeated former Vice President 
Joseph N. Boakai of the then ruling Unity 
Party(UP)whenthey faced off in the second round 
of the presidential election. According to the 
National Elections Commission (NEC),the 54 years 
old retired soccer icon won with 732, 185 votes 
representing more than 61 % while the former Vice 
President, a career public servant, lost with 457, 
579 votes accounting for more than 38 
%.Reportedly 2.1 million registered Liberian 
electorates participated in the 2017 legislative 
and presidential elections.

Former Vice President Boakai is an 
accomplished public servant with an impeccable 
record of more than 40 years of service in 
government. However, he caved in and publicly 
conceded defeat to Mr. Weah, the man many 
considered a political neophyte after the 
presidential election results were announced. In a 
statement, Mr. Boakai grudgingly declared, “I 
congratulate the winner, Ambassador George 
Manneh Weah, and pray that God will guide him as 
he takes upon the onerous responsibility of 
steering the affairs of our nation”.

President Weah’s supporters and admirers at 
home and abroad hailed his victory and labelled it 
as a triumphant ascendency for someone who they 
believed had demonstrated love for country over 
the course of his professional soccer career. They 
portrayed it asa significant achievement for him 
and the ruling Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC). The CDC is an offshoot of a 2017 
collaboration by a group of grassroot Liberian 
political parties including the Congress for 
Democratic Change (CDC) and the National 
Patriotic Party (NPP) of former President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor. 

His first attempt at the Liberian presidency was 
in 2005 when he challenged former President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleafbut lost. In 2011, he again went 
against the former President. Then the CDC 
combined forces with supporters of the late Cllr. 
Winston Tubman. He contested as vice presidential 
candidate to the late Cllr. Tubman. Despite the 
merger, Oppong, the former UNICEF good will 
ambassador, and the late Cllr. Tubman failed to 
reach the promised land; they lost. 

Tyranny of Democracy
In Liberia and abroad, critics of the CDC 

administration consider Mr. Weah an epitome of 
the tyranny of democracy because of his gross 
leadership in adequacies. They believe he is the 
wrong man for the job given his blatant under 
performance in every aspect of his political 
leadership. He won the presidential election with 

Weah’s Presidency: “An Accident in Liberia’s Stewardship”
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leaders and taken into a Zoe 
bush.

According to them, their 
clergies and Church members 
have been undergoing torture 
and inhumane treatment at the 
hands of the traditional people 
in the zoe bush.

N o t e d  f o r  p r e a c h i n g  
righteousness, holiness and 
living up to the dispensation of 
the past, Saint Assembly 
Ministries International has 
branches in several parts of the 
world, but its practices in Liberia 
h a v e  b e e n  m a r r e d  b y  
controversies over the years.

Located in several areas with 
its head Church on the Old Road, 
suburb of Monrovia, Saint 
A s s e m b l y  i s  n o t e d  f o r  
controversially urging its 
members not to brush their 
mouth or put on other good 
things because of a belief that 
these things are unsafe and 
unrighteous.

Speaking at the prayer 
gathering outside the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs, the Residents 
Pastor of Monrovia, Alpha R. 
Tarway noted that their Senior 
Resident Pastor of the Saint 
A s s e m b l y  M i n i s t r i e s  
International in Gbartala, Bong 
County, was arrested and 
forcefully taken into a Zoe bush  
for preaching the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

According to the Pastor, 
members and breastfeeding 
mothers along with their babies 
went to Bong County to 
purposely secure the release of 
those held by the country devil 
upon receiving the call in 
Monrovia for their Senior Pastor’s 
arrest.

But he said they did not 
succeed in releasing the Pastor 
because the police claimed that 
the issue is beyond their control.

Pastor Tarway explained that 
while they were discussing with 
the police, residents of Gbartala 
began threatening to attack 
them.

In reaction to the residents’ 

 country devil is 
reported to have Ac a p t u r e d  a n d  

detained some Pastors and 
their Church members in 
Gbartala, Bong County for 
preaching the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, resulting in a peaceful 
protest in Monrovia to 
demand the captives’ release 
from the traditional Zoe 
bush.

The secular West African 
nation Liberia has a dominant 
C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
compared to other religions, 
but in some quarters of the 
country traditional people 
are firm on deep traditional 
practices that do not 
welcome the Christian gospel 
to date.

Among those forcefully 
taken into the Zoe bush by 
the traditional folks include 
breastfeeding mothers and 
their children, and boys and 
girls, among others, for 
taking the good news of Jesus 

Christ to Gbartala.
Several members of the 

Saint Assembly Ministries 
International, whose Pastors 
and Church members were 
captured by the country 
devil, stormed the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs in Monrovia in 
a peaceful prayer gathering 
on Wednesday 6 October 
2021.

The protesters called on 
the Minister of Internal 
Affairs who has oversight on 
traditional practices in the 
country, and other relevant 
authorities at the Ministry to 
immediately release the 
Pastors and the Church 
m e m b e r s  w h o  w e r e  
forcefully taken into a zoe 
bush for preaching the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

The protesters lamented 
that their pastors along with 
their wives and several 
members were arrested 
Tuesday, 5 October by a 
country devil and traditional 

threat to attack the Church 
delegation, Pastor Tarway 
said they cautioned that such 
action is against the will of 
God and has negat ive 
consequences.

"After that, a lady came 
with a Sheriff with a writ of 
arrest for one of our Pastors 
and we went to the court. 
While at the court for the case 
and to sign a bond, the Zoe 
people came and everyone 
ran away including the police 
and the judge,” the pastor 
continued.

“And another group of our 
members was again forcibly 
arrested and taken into the 
Zoe bush by traditional 
leaders and country devil," 
Pastor Tarway said further.

The clergyman narrated 
that the other members who 
managed to run away were 
taken in by a resident who 
promised to protect them till 
morning.

However, he disclosed that 

during the night time, the 
Zoes moved to the house and 
collected the other Church 
delegation and took them into 
a Zoe bush where they were 
u n d e r g o i n g  s e r i o u s  
punishment.

Also speaking, a young 
Pastor of the Saint Assembly 
Ministries International, Abel 
Jeffrey explained that they 
have communicated with the 
Chief Zoe of Liberia, Zanzan 
Karwor and other authorities 
of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs  concerning the 
incident.

He said they have been 
assured by the authorities 
that their people will be 
released.

"We were given a mandate 
by God to preach the gospel to 
all nations so that people can 
be safe. What have we done 
wrong that our people are 
being mistreated? The police 
can't do anything to help us,” 
he said.

Association (LFA) is trying its 
best to be supportive in 
developing  women's football 
across Liberia. But  there are 
some lapses  in the women's  
football sectors.

But what some Liberians 
want to know is if it is a tough 
female game for Lone Star?

The game in Monrovia will 
be a heated encounter, as both 

needy children of marginalized 
families with disabilities and 
orphans in Montserrado due to 
the current economic crisis in 
Liberia.

“We want to get children 
ready for this academic year, 
the program seeks to empower 
needy children of marginalized 
families with disabilities, 
orphans and children with 
disabilities who are school 
dropouts to get back to 
school’’, Madam Wenneh 
noted.

She noted that education is 
a right that must not be taken 
away from any child as a result 
of their parent’s disabilities or 
death, adding that children are 
a foundation of any nation.

She challenged Liberians, 
especially parents, to stop 
looking down on their children 
but  to pr ior i t ize their  
children’s future by giving 
them education.

She observed that Liberians 
are in the constant behavior of 
downplaying their children’s 
future, but now is the time for 
those kids who are often called 
future generation to receive 
proper education that would 
make them useful citizens in 
the future.

Madam Wenneh  s a i d  
i nd i v i dua l s ,  e s pec i a l l y  
politicians, play on the minds, 
and rights of children during an 
electioneering period, where 

Speaking in an interview 
with journalists at the prayer 
gathering, the Chief Zoe of 
L iber ia  Zanzan  Karwor   
confirmed that it's true that 
some people were arrested 
from the Christian community, 
but they are working on their 
release.

Chief Karwor said the 
situation calls for them to sit 
on a table and talk. 

" They have gathered here 
with prayers and we sent for 
their representative to come 

sides will be pushing for an early 
lead to better their chances 
ahead of the second leg. 

L iber ia  needs  a  huge 
developmental plan and support 
from the Government to ensure 
communities  across the country 
benefit from sports projects in 
women's football.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley

some of them will have no 
voter’s card, saying, if the minds 
of the children are developed 
then Liberia will head towards 
transformation.

“If Liberia must be better, it 
must start with the children who 
are considered as foundation, 
and if the foundation is solid, 
Liberia will be transformed.’’ 
She emphasized.

She appealed to government, 
humanitarians and individuals to 
help sponsor at least one or 
more children get back to 
school.

In remarks, the Founder of 
Kids Educational Engagement 
Project or KEEP, a local 
nonprofit organization, Madam 
Brenda Brewer Moore, who is 
also helping to sponsor several 
children, presented Forty-three 
thousand Liberian dollars 
(LRD43,000) to the organization 
to enable it send more children 
to school  this academic year.

Madam Moore however 
thanked Madam Wenneh for 
such great initiative to providing 
sponsorships for several children 
in Liberia.

In remarks, both parents and 
beneficiaries thanked Destined 
Kids Assistance Program and Kids 
Educat iona l  Engagement  
Project for their support, and 
called on others to emulate 
their good example. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

but they refuse to come to us, 
rather we should come to them. 
Now I'm here ... for us to settle 
things, they are not ready,” 
C h i e f  K a r w o r  t o l d  t h e  
journalists. 

“What I can say now is if they 
feel that praying here can help 
them without us sitting on the 
table to talk, let them be here 
praying," Chief Karwor noted.

According to him, Internal 
Affairs Minister Varney Sirleaf is 
not in the country.--Edited by 
Winston W. Parley
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Liberia.
On the other hand, since 

the Female National League 
closed nearly three months 
ago,  players  have been on 
vacation.

The overweight of some 
players and injury of other key 
players are also the spotlight 
to look on.

Liberia is scheduled to  
face Senegal on 20 October 
2021 at the  Antoinette 
Tubman Stadium in Monrovia,  
for the 2021/2022  African 
Women ' s  Nat iona l  Cup  
Qualifier. 

Senegalese women’s team 
began early preparation a 
month ago while their 
counterparts in Liberia have 
less than a month’s training 
ahead of the qualification 
fixture.

The Liberia Football  

i b e r i a ’s  f e m a l e  
n a t i o n a l  t e a m  Lcontinued with its 

intensive training in Monrovia 
a week ago at the famous 
Tusa Field in Gardnersville in 
preparation for a battle 
against their Senegalese 

counterpart.
But one key question that 

seeks answer is whether the 
Liberian female national team is 
going to face a tough game 
against the Senegalese side.

Some Liberians are concerned 
about  the late preparation and 
support towards sports in CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Is it a tough female game for Lone Star?

By Naneka Hoffman 
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