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--EU Ambassador warns Liberians 

No free current, 
no ‘seh pay’

Dual citizenship 
is not resolved
-Pro Temp ChiePro - Tempore Albert T. Chie 
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he Covid pandemic 
will "go on for a year Tlonger than it needs 

to" because poorer countries 
are not getting the vaccines 
they need, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) says.

Dr Bruce Aylward, senior 
leader at the WHO, said it 
meant the Covid crisis could 
"easily drag on deep into 
2022". 

 Less than 5% of Africa's 
popu la t ion  have  been  
vaccinated, compared to 40% 
on most other continents.

The UK has delivered more 
than 10 million vaccines to 
countries in need.

It has pledged a total of 
100 million.The original idea 
behind Covax was that all 
countries would be able to 
acquire vaccines from its 
pool, including wealthy ones. 
But most G7 countries 
decided to hold back once 
they started making their own 
one-to-one deals  with  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
companies.The vast majority 
of Covid vaccines overall have 
been used in high-income or 
u p p e r  m i d d l e - i n c o m e  

countries. Africa accounts for 
just 2.6% of doses administered 
globally.The group of charities, 
which includes Oxfam and 
UNAids, also criticised Canada 
and the UK for procuring 
vacc ine s  f o r  the i r  own  
populations via Covax, the UN-
backed global programme to 
d i s t r i b u t e  v a c c i n e s  
fairly.Official figures show that 
earlier this year the UK received 

they were with their donation 
commitment s  made  a t  
summits such as the G7 
meeting in St Ives this summer.

"I can tell you we're not on 
track" he said. "We really need 
to speed it up or you know 
what? This pandemic is going 
to go on for a year longer than 
it needs to."The People's 
Vaccine - an alliance of 
charities - has released new 
figures suggesting just one in 
seven of the doses promised by 
pharmaceutical companies 
and wealthy countries are 
actual ly reaching their  
des t inat ions  in  poorer  
countries.

539,370 Pfizer doses while 
Canada took just under a 
million AstraZeneca doses.

Dr Aylward appealed to 
wealthy countries to give up 
their places in the queue for 
vaccines in order that 
pharmaceutical companies 
can prioritise the lowest-
income countries instead.

He said wealthy countries 
needed to "stocktake" where 

ameroon's five-year 
conflict could be Ctaking a significant 

new turn with reports that its 
English-speaking separatist 
groups are getting help from 
a n  a r m e d  g r o u p  i n  
neighbouring Nigeria.

After two attacks by 
Anglophone militants which 
cos t  the  l i ve s  o f  15  
Cameroonian soldiers last 

military" alliance.
Both separatist leaders 

explained that the two groups 
would "work to secure their 
common border and ensure an 
open exchange of arms, 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  
personnel".Analysts are 

h e  E s w a t i n i  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  Tdirected the country's 

main telecoms operator, MTN, 
to shut down social media 
giant Facebook, reports say. 
The move is part of a bid to 
curb pro-democracy protests 
that have been going on for 
months in a country ruled by an 
absolute monarch.

Privately-owned Swaziland 
News website reported on the 
government accusing social 
m e d i a  p l a t f o r m s  o f  
"irresponsibly" spreading 
misinformation, which was 
"contributing to the violent 
attacks and events around the 
country". "As government, we 
have an obligation to restore 
peace and order to bring a stop 

month, the army issued a 
statement declaring that "the 
separatists have used heavy 
weapons for the first time, in 
violation of international 
humanitarian law".

It went on to add that "the 
rise in power of these terrorist 
groups... is largely due to their 
co-operat ion with other  
terrorist entities operating 
outside the country".

divided. "For the moment, the 
contribution of this alliance on 

to the violence currently taking 
place,” the website quoted a 
letter from Information Minister 
Princess Sikhanyiso to the 
communications regulator as 
saying. MTN also sent a message 
to its users informing them of 
the decision to shut down 
Facebook.

“Yello Valued Customer, 
Please note that MTN received a 
directive from the regulator to 
suspend access to Facebook 
until further notice and the 
d i r e c t i v e  h a s  b e e n  
implemented. We regret the 
inconvenience caused,” the 
message said. The latest 
development comes as protests 
continued on the streets of the 
capital, Mbabane, on Thursday.  
BBC

Contacted by the BBC, 
Cameroonian defence forces 
spokesperson Col Cyrille 
Atonfack Nguemo did not 
specify which foreign groups 
were allegedly working with 
the Anglophone separatists, 
w h o  s a y  t h e y  f a c e  
discrimination in the country 
dominated by French-
speakers.

It is therefore unclear 
whether the military believes 
it is one or several armed 
groups, and also where they 
a r e  l o c a t e d . B u t  t h e  
s e p a r a t i s t  A m b a z o n i a  
Defense Forces (ADF) has 
confirmed an alliance with 
the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (Ipob), an ethnic Igbo 
group waging a sometimes 
v i o l en t  c ampa i gn  f o r  
autonomy in south-eastern 
Nigeria, some of which lies 
just 150km (90 miles) from 
the border with Cameroon's 
English-speaking regions.A 
video posted on the ADF 
Facebook page earlier this 
year shows Cho Ayaba, the 
leader of the Ambazonia 
Governing Council - one of 
the two main English-
speaking separatist groups, 
and Ipob leader Nnamdi Kanu 
announcing a "strategic and 

Oxfam's Global Health 
Adv i s e r,  Roh i t  Ma lpan i ,  
acknowledged that Canada and 
the UK were technically entitled 
to get vaccines via this route 
having paid into the Covax 
mechanism, but he said it was 
still "morally indefensible" given 
that they had both obtained 
millions of doses through their 
own bilateral agreements.

"They should not have been 
acquiring these doses from 
Covax," he said. "It's nothing 
better than double-dipping and 
means that poorer countries 
which are already at the back of 
the queue, will end up waiting 
longer." BBC

WHO says jab inequity 
means pandemic will drag on

A shipment of Covid vaccines from Covax 
lands in Sudan earlier in October

Why separatists in Cameroon 
and Nigeria have united 

Thousands have been killed in Cameroon 
since fighting broke out in 2016

Eswatini orders Facebook 
closure to curb protests

Eswatini has witnessed a wave of protests in 
demand for political reforms
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OPENHAGEN – The United Kingdom’s 
prime minister, Boris Johnson, may not Cappeal to everyone – especially 

European Union leaders put off by Brexit. 
But the UK is hosting the latest round of 
global climate negotiations, COP26, in 
Glasgow next month, so the EU must put 
aside its issues with Johnson and come ready 
to work.

Up to this point, the history of the global 
climate talks held under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change is 
a tale of two European cities: Copenhagen 
and Paris.

In 2009, world leaders and their national 
negotiators came together in Copenhagen to 
conclude a comprehensive treaty that would 
commit the entire world to far-reaching 
action to prevent the worst ravages of global 
warming. It didn’t happen. Too many of the 
big players (and emitters) arrived without 
any viable proposals for reducing 
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions, and EU 
leaders found themselves hanging around in 
the corridors while the United States, China, 
and India crafted a nonbinding agreement 
that left many issues unresolved. 
Representatives from the most vulnerable 
countries looked on in despair as their 
interests once again were sidelined.

A key political miscalculation doomed the 
Copenhagen meeting to fail: While the EU is 
the champion of its own people, it is also a 
vital partner to those countries most 
affected by the terrifying consequences of 
climate change. Without European 
partnership – and by that I mean real 
political, practical, and financial aid – the 
most vulnerable are left with no role in 
negotiations and no choice in terms of the 
sources and conditions of the support 
available to them.

But the EU learned from this experience. In 
2011, at COP17 in Durban, South Africa, the 
EU led the way with a roadmap to ensure a 
voice for those most at risk. That initiative 
delivered an outcome that paved the way for 
the Paris climate agreement at COP21 four 
years later.

In 2015, when world leaders came to Paris, 
the Europeans again played a leading role. 
The EU helped form the High Ambition 
Coalition, an informal group of developed 
and developing countries committed to 
supporting the common goal of a genuine 
transition to a green economy. This time, the 
US and China signaled that they understood 
the shared interest in climate action. The 
target of limiting global warming to 1.5º 
Celsius relative to pre-industrial levels was 
established, and developed countries 
pledged to fund the poorest countries’ 
efforts to mitigate the impact of climate 
change and achieve sustainable economic 
growth. The onus was on the major 
economies to act fast and share the benefits 
of their wealth and knowledge.

The Paris agreement was signed, and suddenly 
the future looked a little brighter. But in the 
six years since, annual global GHG emissions 
have continued to climb, even in the 
pandemic-stricken year of 2020. Climate 
models have proven devastatingly accurate, 
as floods, hurricanes, wildfires, and killer heat 
waves grow in frequency and intensity. And 
this, as we know, is only the beginning.

While discussions of the climate crisis once 
were considered a problem for future 
generations or those already living in extreme 
conditions, now Europe is suffering, too. 
Germans and Belgians are being killed by 
floods, and extreme temperatures are 
upending entire communities across the 
Mediterranean.

And so, we arrive at Glasgow. This is the year 
all Paris agreement signatories, having 
assessed their progress, were meant to return 
to the table prepared to increase their 
ambition for action at home and, in the case of 
richer countries, deliver support to poorer 
ones. But there is not enough new money 
being offered. And the UK’s decision to reduce 
its historic 0.7%-of-GDP overseas aid 
commitment just months before taking over 
the COP presidency sent the wrong message.

Meanwhile, parts of the British government 
seem to be more focused on spectacle than 
substance, and the US and China seem more 
interested in goading each other than in 
focusing on their respective contributions to 
the fight against global warming. The tasks for 
the world’s two largest emitters, jointly 
responsible for almost half of global 
emissions, are clear: The US must follow 
through on its pledge to provide climate 
finance, and China must phase out its use of 
coal. Each is as important as the other.

But where are the Europeans? Few, if any, EU 
governments are engaged in serious diplomacy 
to reconstitute the High Ambition Coalition 
that was critical to success in Paris, and the EU 
is not exerting any real pressure on the US to 
deliver its share of the annual $100 billion 
promised to poor countries to help them adapt 
and thrive.

If COP26 is to take its rightful place in history 
as the moment the world truly decided to work 
together to address our greatest-ever threat, 
the EU must stand up. The EU is the world’s 
richest trading bloc, most established 
diplomatic force, and leading example of the 
power of tolerance and fairness. Unless it 
plays a key role, COP26 will fail.

Everyone, everywhere will benefit if the EU, 
its leaders, and its diplomatic machinery move 
now to avert disaster and secure victory for 
global, inclusive, and ambitious climate 
action. Real money and real emissions 
reductions need to emerge from Glasgow. Real 
money, real action, and real emissions 
reductions are needed or Glasgow could be yet 
another disappointing COP: exactly what the 
world cannot afford.Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
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CPP must match
words with deeds
THE COLLABORATING POLITICAL Parties or the CPP that is so 
divided against itself almost about everything else except to 
unite seems very upbeat of defeating President George Manneh 
Weah in the next presidential election in 2023. In the words of 
newly inducted chairperson former vice president Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai of the Unity Party, the CPP will in coming days 
organize, engage, discuss all issues internally and develop a 
blue print going forward for victory in 2023.

IF BOAKAI MEANS that victory can only be achieved for the CPP 
with him at the helm of leadership of the Collaboration than 
the dream to defeat President Weah is nothing but a dream, 
because in the past five to six months a lot of damages have 
been done to the CPP, including damaging allegation and name-
calling that cannot be repaired in few days, as oldman Boakai 
wants Liberian to believe.

BOAKAI SOUNDED LIKE some of those selfish Liberian 
politicians who see something good only when they are in the 
driver's seat. How does he hope to reunite a fractured Liberty 
Party that sees its Political leader Senator Nyongblee Kangar 
Lawrence and Vice President for Political Affairs Darius Dillon 
dining with him, while the LP Chairman Musa H. Bility and Mr. 
Alexander B. Cummings of the ANC are way behind grieving for 
all of the reasons?

FROM THE WRITINGS on the wall, the CPP is not going to face 
President George Weah in 2023 as a united force. And that's 
exactly what the governing Coalition for Democratic Change is 
looking for in an opposition bloc that wants to unseat the ruling 
party.

A DEEPLY HURT and divided CPP will be no match for Weah and 
his CDC. A CPP in which one of the constituent leaders, in this 
case, 80-year-old Joe Boakai believes he is the most suitable 
contender for the ruling party than his colleagues even before 
their own convention, has already sent a wrong signal of 
disagreement within its ranks and file.

THIS POLITICS OF supremacy seems to be confusing Liberian 
voters who will have to make the ultimate decision at the ballot 
box with their votes. How well is this Boakai-Nyongblee ticket 
sinking down to the people? 

WHAT HAPPENS TO the Bility faction of the Liberty Party and 
Mr. Alexander B. Cummings of the ANC? Are they being dumped 
by the wayside as sacrificial lamps? These are questions that 
beg answers and the Boakai-led chairmanship of the CPP should 
exert honest efforts to addressing them and other concerns.

WITH SO MUCH distrust following allegation of tempering with 
the CPP framework document under the leadership of Mr. 
Alexander B. Cummings which has dampened his character 
before the public despite his denial of not doing anything 
wrong, the shadow wouldn't go away.

THE CPP WOULD do itself  and the Liberian people well by 
honestly threshing out these issues to present a united face 
come 2023, but what we see unfolding  is not encouraging for a 
Collaboration.

WE ARE NOT in support of any side but want to see a strongly 
united opposition, in the case the CPP that would make our 
democracy very competitive and vibrant.
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Dear Father:

You know, there is a lot going on in my village of late. I mean too many 
plenty things going on. I telling you mehn, Da na one day you will wake up 
from your bed and na hear noise. And da not just ordinary noise oo. They 
just there putting each other secrets outside calling each other all kina 
names as if they will never speak to each other again.

You want to tell me yor never had any good times, that you can 
remember to just go yor way and leave the orlor person if you think you 
na need them again.

Bor my son da politics na-you na know these people yeh?

No Father, da orlor politics there it too personal oo. No wonder this 
small village is like this. You look in your friend eyebolt-somebody who 
helped you when you were nothin then you say that politics bisnay you 
will call the person rogue, rogue and all kina names. Da just being 
ungrateful mehn.

And come to think of it Father, if you knew de man da rogue, and you took 
some of his booty-then you too, you who na? So what are you telling de 
orlor people dem that see you as somebody who get “integrity?”

Bor my son oo, where you ever see a hustler get integrity? The people can 
only make sweet mouth to get what they want and go by their own 
bisnay.

So wait oo, all the dirty clothes they washing on our village street na, da 
who will take them serious na? What make them think when we give them 
our village they will not be fighting among themselves every day for 
power?

Eh ehn, talking about people fighting among themselves for power, have 
you heard this orlor gees my Father? They say it was na easy the orlor 
day in front the Footballer oo. They say his strikers took it to the street 
right in front of him.

You say whatin? 

Father, this orlor gees too heavy for my mouth. They say they didn’t play 
there. They say they were calling each orlor all kinds of names-bag boy, 
medicine man and killer and all of that.

Bormy son then da na small trouble yor in there so. So wait oo, it look 
like somebody was crossing the line ehn?

Hmm, they say that small man who to the Alien them place there na want 
to respect himself. They say the man getting too close to the Footballer 
and the other two main man them na like the idea. 
Bor de thing da confusing me sef is how it started?

Father, you know plenty thing happening in this our village here at the 
same timena. And like our people always say-talk can bring talk. So you 
will never know that some kina talk na bring out all that anger there and 
they were just spilling their stomach out.

Um, they moh just take time with our lay village before they set it on fire 
for us-because the way things looking na, it is like all the grass under it 
dry and any little cigarette butt that will fall down on it, will destroy the 
entire village and we na ready for any of that.

This thin call power and money, our old people came they enjoyed it and 
left us with so, so old, old building in our village-making it more like a big 
slum already with no money to repair it. 

They better take time so we can manage it and leave it with our owner 
children in a more peaceful way then to send it back another 1000 years 
like our forefathers did to us and we can see anything to show for our 
age.

Lord, why people 
always do this?
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IJ N  – China is h ving n eventful month, marked by r l e ating power p y E I G  a  a  p o if r -sup l
isr ptions a  the debt c isis of the c un ry’ second ar est prop ty evel p , d u nd r o t s -l g er d o er
verg a e. What o s this n for C i a’  p st-p nde  economic ecovery E r nd d e mea  h n s o a mic rB

a  gr wth r s ects?nd o p o p

Beg n h ner y c isis, whic  start  when  r pid increase p ts – d iven by i  wit  the e g r h ed  a a  in ex or r
the g oba  r o ery ed  sha p cr se in emand fo  el tric  China r ins l l ec v  – fuel  a r  in ea d r ec ity. ema
d end t on coal for 5 . % f its ta  ectr it  upply. nd t in an effo t t  meet ep en    6 8 o to l el ic y s A ye , r o
man ator t r ets for reducing energy o sump ion, loc l go nmen s ave s own d y a g   c n t a ver t  h hut d
man coal mines r ent y rsy  in ec ea .

A  the same time, go ern s clima go ls –  r ch p k c r on-diox de t  the v ment’ te a to ea ea  a b i
emissions by 2 30 nd chiev arbon ne ral befor 2060 – d our ge stment in 0 a  a e c ut ity e isc a inve  
the c a  in ustr  Of o rs  t ese go ls al encour g investment r newab es, h o l d y. c u e, h a  so a e in e l whic
are  gro  p r  of h ’s ene g  .  renewables are no ere nea  where  a wing a t C ina  r y mix But wh  r they
need t be  o r curr shortfa l. o to c ve the ent l

A a resul , whe ener y emand surge , so d d coa  prices  ut, b au China’  s t n g d d i l . B ec se s
government eg la es el t ic y p ic energy provid s – most o which a e t te-r u t  ec r it  r es,  er f  r s a
o  enter r es – o d not pa s t  o t  n o cus omer . To li the l ss , they ut wned p is  c ul s he c s s o t t s   mit o es   c
elec ricity pp ies, thereby fo c  s me nufa t rers to c ta  p odu t n.t su l  r ing o ma c u ur il r c io

ot surprising y, the government s r ng into a tio  I ordere   rap  p nsion f soN  l p a  c n. t d a id ex a o me 
oal mines, and the r pening of others. It av utility comp nies mo e leewa  settingc  eo   g e  a r y in  
lectricity p ic nd it ush  man ctur s o b ost energy iency nd cce erate r es. A  p ed ufa er t o  effic  a a l e 

estment in enewa l ener y.inv r b e g

 l qu kl  v come the ower shor ge  whic a r dy a e be o  less a ut .China wil ic y o er p ta s, h l ea  r c ming c e  
u  de o ing a re esil  susta b e gy ector will ta e t And if ch stepB t vel p mo r ient, ina l ener s  k ime. ea  
f d lopment  not c r ly pl nned a  mplemented, this rans ion o d weigo the eve is a eful  a  nd i  t it c ul  h 
n cono  growth.o e mic

he Ever rande c isis, too, poses ser u r s  ro h  ver the ears, owing tT g r   io s isk to g wt . O y  o 
efective c rpor te governan e, evel per e p nded at a frantic pac  n t onlyd o a c  the d o x a e, o  
hrough i r l-esta e i vestments, b t al by diversifying into the el ctr c- icle t  ts ea t n u  so  e i veh

in ustr  To u  s ac v ies  it b rr wed heavily from ot  c mmercia  banks nd d y. f nd it  ti it ,  o o b h o l a
c p a  rkets, in lud  suing d l ar bo s  f reig inves or . Ultimatel , r cked a it l ma c ing is  o l nd to o n t s  y it a
u  some N 00 bil io  ($1 4 ill n) debtp C ¥8  l n 2 b io in .

T h E gra de has more than CN¥1.8  trillion in assets,  has not been bl  to l houg ver n  5 it  a e sel
them fas  enoug Las  month, wh the comp ny admit  t at is unl el  o be a le t h. t  en a ted h it ik y t b
to service i d ts, r mo s f n impending c l apse – and  po e ia  Chines financ l ts eb u r o a o l a t nt l e ia
c isis began  lr – to swir .

Y  r  seem argel  to b o erblown. o e su e, it woul  b  unwise  r ict et fea s l y e v T b r d e to p ed
Ever rand ’s fate at po . B it  pr b b y afe t  as  tha the debac e o  t g e this int ut is o a l s o sume t l d es no
p s a ystemic ea   ’ financ l ctoo e s thr t to China s ia se r.

P dits ha been predic  since 2 12 tha  a housing-market coll p ul  trigger a un ve ting 0  t  a se wo d
fina ial cr i  in h . But in Evergrande’s ca t  p obl is l uid , t lvency, nc  is s C ina   se, he r em iq ity no so
a  any ill v  effects can be c nta , no l st be ause, d pite its issues, China s nd  sp o er o ined t ea c es ’
b nk  s t m is b sica ly althy. Rea -estate d elopers a  home buyer  ac o nt f  a ing ys e a l  he l ev nd s c u  or
only about 30 f to l b nk o ns, a  that sha e is fa ling. The s r f new l a s t at  % o ta a  l a nd r l  ha e o o n h
are real esta e-rela ed is ls  n t e d line, ving d opped f om 4 % in 201  to l s  t t a o o  h ec ha r r 5 6 es
than 4% Septemb r 02 .2 in e 2 0

Mo eover in China, t ere a e no s p ime loans, and tua ly no cur ed mor age r , h  r  ub r vir l se itiz  tg
loan  More imp tantl  ther  r v y few ca es o delinq ency, let al ne mor gage s. or y, e a e er s f u o t
de a lts y ho eho d mo t Chinese commer ial bank  per or g loan a   l s f u b us l s: s  c  s’ non- f min r tio is es
than 2 ven  there wer  a ma or ncial event, the Chinese over t s enough %. E  if e j  fina  g nmen  ha
instr t  to d l h umen s  ea wit it.

S , ik China s gy ris the Evergrande deba le does o  pose an t sy  o l e ’ ener c is, c n t imminen  stemic
ris . u  that does not mea  po icy ke s should be o lacent. The r l-esta e sec r k B t  n l ma r  c mp ea t to
is  pil ar f the se econo a  an imp rt nt link the p oduc n c in. nd a l o Chine my, nd o a in r tio ha A
E gra de’s coll p  wo ld ever y disr t it – not lea t bec use  few ot er arge ea -ver n a se u  s el up s  a a h  l  r l
estate dev o er  ht fo low verg an e’ foot t s. S non-b nk fina cialel p s mig l in E r d s s ep ome a  n  
i stit ns d lso be in tr u le. nd  f o se, verg an e’s sup liers would suffern utio  woul a o b A , o c ur E r d  p  
no mousl . l  of this ul  rsen Chin ’s cono  p osp ts.e r y A l wo d wo a e mic r ec

 r a e for what ma  come, fina ial s stem vul a ilities, es ecia ly t  cor oraTo p ep r  y nc - y ner b p l  he p te 
ector’s hig  ever g ratio, mus  b a d ess . u  the st prio ity must be to end s h l a e  t e d r ed B t fir r  the 
er istent ro h sl wdo whic  eg n in 01 . This tr nd is at lea t s wo r ing a  p s g wt o wn, h b a 2 0  e s  a r y  s the 
ho t-t rm stru t a  r b ems t have gr bbed headlines la el China’s p iencs r e c ur l p o l tha a t y. ex er e 
ve  t  past 40 ye rs sh ws that wit o d ent r h, financ l stabi ity  iffi ult too r he  a  o h ut ec g owt ia l is d c  
chievea .

his atter is bor out by ece l  released o c l statistics indic ting that h ’sT p n ne r nt y ffi ia a C ina  
nnua  g owth r te wa a o -than expec  4 % in the h d qua ter of this y r  nda l r a s l wer - ted .9 t ir  r  ea , a  
t is widel  e re  t he g owth a in the urth ua ter ma  e even lower. T  i y f a d tha t  r r te fo q r  y b  o
o  t at ossib it  Chinese p l ymaker  n   p sue b l er fisc l and neta y c unter h p il y, o ic s eed to ur o d  a mo r

e p nsion, al n sid str tur l reform nd adx a  o g e uc a a  justment.

It is imperative that China’s leaders address financial-system vulnerabilities, 
especially the corporate sector’s high leverage ratio. But it is even more 
important that they take action to counter a persistent slowdown in economic 
growth.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org
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China Must Restore Growth

By Yu Yongding
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Republic of Liberia
National Lottery Authority 

P.O. Box 3402 -Clay Building 
SekouToure Avenue, Mamba Point 

Monrovia, Liberia 

 

 National Lottery Authority 

 Fee Schedule 2021  

  

 
S/N 

 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
PREVIOUS FEE 

ADJUSTED & 
APPROVED FEE 

1 
 

Application Fee for License (Non-Refundable) 
 

USD300.00 USD 400.00 

2 

 
Application Fee for a Permit (Non-Refundable) 

 
USD 150.00 USD 250.00 

3 

 

Application Fee for Charitable Gaming 
(NonRefundable) 

 

USD 150.00 USD 250.00 

4 

 

Late Fee (License Renewal) 

 

USD 250.00 USD 500.00 

5 

 

Gaming License (Casino -up to twenty -five (25) 
Gaming Devices) –

 

Montserrado County 

 

USD 60,000.00 USD 100,000.000 

6 

 

Gaming License (Casino up to twenty-five (25) 

 
Gaming Devices) Other Counties within the 
Republic of Liberia 

 

- USD 60,000.00 

7 

 

Gaming License (Sports Betting 

 

USD 40,000.00 USD 80,000.00 

8 

 

Gaming License (Scratch and Win) 

 

USD 40,000.00 USD 50,000.00 

9 

 

Gaming 

 

Machine 

 

License 

 

(1-25 

 

Gaming Machine) 

 

USD 20,000.00 USD 40,000.00 

10 

 

Mini Slot (Chinese Machine)   

 

USD 10,000.00 USD 10,000.00 

11 

 

Operation Fee per additional county (Sports 
Betting) 

6.5% of the 

License Fee 

7% of the  
License Fee 

12 Operating Fee per additional county (Scratch & 
Win) 

6.5% of the  

License Fee 

7% of the 

License Fee 

13 Operating Fee per additional county (Gaming 
Machine) 

USD700.00 USD 1,000.00 

14 Gaming Permit (Raffle) 15% of the value 
of the prize (s) 

15% of the value of  
the prize (s) 

15 Registration of additional Gaming Machine USD 500.00 each USD 500.00 each 

16 Registration of additional Table Game USD 500.00 each USD 500.00 each 

17 Permit for Promotional Game 15% of the total 

prize of the 

promotion 

20% of the total 
prize of the 
promotion 

18 Penalty for violation of Regulation 001 Not less than 
USD 2,500.00 

Not less than   USD 
3,000.00 

lmost 50 events organised by 
the UK COP26 Presidency will Ashowcase action and drive 

momentum from all of society during 
the two-week summit. 

The program reflects the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties (COP26) Presidency’s 
commitment to inclusivity by bringing 
together civil society, businesses, and 
young people. 

Government also publishes a 
program for the UK Pavilion which will 
highlight UK climate leadership and 
the UK government has unveiled its 
program of Presidency events for the 
two-week COP26 Summit, which is 
taking place in Glasgow from 31 
October - 12 November. 

A press release issued by the UK 

Embassy near Monrovia on Thursday, 
21 October 2021 says the program 
kicks off with a World Leaders’ Summit 
(1-2 November), hosted by UK Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, for which more 
than 120 leaders have already 
confirmed their attendance.  

According to the release, they are 
encouraged to set out ambitious 
actions to reduce emissions - including 
net zero and on coal, cars, and trees, 
scale-up action to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change and 
mobilize finance, and to collectively 
signal their commitment to keeping 
alive the crucial Paris Agreement aim 
of limiting global temperature rises to 
well below 2C, and as close as possible 
to 1.5C. 

Running alongside the formal 

negotiations, the two-week program of 
Presidency events will put a spotlight on 
how all parts of society and the global 
economy drives ambitious climate 
action. 

Events fall across key themed days 
including finance, adapting to the 
impacts of climate change, energy 
transition, nature and land-use, gender, 
and youth. 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak will open the 
first of the themed days, with an event 
on how finance is being made available 
to deliver on the goals of the Paris 
Agreement, and UK government 
ministers will attend events throughout 
the two weeks. 

Other events include driving forward 
conversations on the shift from coal to 

clean power; responding to 
the recent IPCC report on 
Science and Innovation day; 
and a convening of education 
and climate change ministers 
with young people to discuss 
the importance of education 
in creating climate positive 
futures.  

On Adaptation, Loss & 
Damage day, communities on 
the frontline will share their 
experiences of the worst 
effects of climate change. 
This will be followed by a 
ministerial discussion on 
efforts to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. 

Participants in the summit 
will also be able to take 

inspiration from more than 80 Pavilions 
which will see countries, civil society 
and international organizations hosting 
their own curated programs of events.  

In line with the UK’s commitment to 
inclusivity, COP26 is the first COP to 
offer a shared pavilion, allowing 
delegations to host events in a pavilion 
built by the UK. 

The UK is  today publishing 
itsprogramme for the UK Pavilion, which 
will support COP26 Presidency key 
goals, while showcasing UK climate 
leadership and action.  

The UK Pavilion will feature a broad 
range of partners and events, including 
on gender equality, and supporting 
i n d i g e n o u s  a n d  l o c a l  f o r e s t  
communities.--Press release

he 75th Meeting of 
t h e  B o a r d  o f  TDirectors of the 

ECOWAS Bank for Investment 
and Development (EBID), 
held on 1st October 2021, at 
the Bank's headquarters, 
unanimously appointed Dr. 
Olagunju M. O. Ashimolowo, 
as Vice-President in charge of 
Operations.

Dr. Ashimolowo brings on 
board wealth of relevant 
experience which will further 
strengthen and consolidate 
the Banks operations and 

governance framework. 
Before his appointment Dr. 

Ashimolowo held the position 
of Director, Internal Audit and 
Evaluation of Operations for 
over four (4) years at the 
Bank. 

He had previously held the 
position of Group Office 
A u d i t o r  a t  E c o b a n k  
Transnational Incorporated 
(ETI) for nine (9) years. Dr. 
Olagunju M.O. ASHIMOLOWO, 
a fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of 
N i ge r i a  ( I CAN) ,  i s  an  

international banking and 
finance executive with more 
than 30 years of experience in 
F i nanc ia l  Management ,  
Governance Risk Management, 
Compliance and Internal 
Controls. He holds MBA 
(Finance) from the University 
of Lagos, Master of Applied 
Business Research (MABR), and 
D o c t o r  o f  B u s i n e s s  
Administration (DBA) from SBS 
Swiss Business School, Zurich, 
Switzerland.

About EBID 
The ECOWAS Bank for 

Investment and Development 
(EBID) is a leading regional 
Investment and Development 
Bank, based in Lomé, Togo 
Republic, owned by the fifteen 
(15) Member States namely, 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape 
Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, The 
Gambia,  Ghana, Guinea,  
Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, 
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone and Togo. EBID, has over 
the past 4 decades, invested 
approximately US$2.8 billion in 
in ter  and  int ra - reg iona l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,  
covering diverse initiatives from 
infrastructure and bas ic  
amenities, rural development 
and environment, industry, 
social sector, and services. EBID 
intervenes through long, 
medium and shortterm loans, 
equity participation, lines of 
credit, refinancing, financial 
engineering operations and 
services.
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EBID appoints Dr. Ashimolowo as 
new Vice-President for Operations

UK looks forward to welcoming 
Liberia’s delegation to COP26
--Unveils Presidency Program to drive global climate ambition at the Glasgow Summit



2021                              

more headline news       more headline news 

unfortunately had to drop out of 
school in 7th grade to take care 
of his family.

Lonestar Cell MTN’s CEO 
Rahul De said, “His selflessness 

has proven Lonestar Cell MTN’s 
core belief that genuine honesty 
and integrity are the keys to a 
successful life.   At Lonestar Cell 
MTN, we conduct our affairs with 
uncompromis ing  honesty,  

iberia’s Integrity 
Icon, 19-year–old LEmmanuel Tuloe, 

received a special reward 
from Lonestar Cell MTN on 
Thursday, 21 October 2021.

T h e  w o r k  a n d  p a y  
mo to r c y c l i s t  r e cen t l y  
discovered $50,000 and 
100,000 LRD in Nimba County 
and returned the money to its 
rightful owner. Emmanuel 

i n t e g r i t y,  d i l i g e n c e ,  
professionalism, and a can-do 
attitude. Emmanuel Tuloe 
exemplifies our qualities and 
our commitment.”  

The leading technology 
service provider rewarded 
him with a rechargeable 
router, latest 4G Smartphone, 
data, and other branded 
items to help him transition 
back into school. 

Rece iv ing  the  g i f t s ,  
Emmanuel appreciated his 
family and Lonestar Cell MTN 
for the gesture.

“I thank my family for 
standing by me. God should 
bless my family and God 
should bless Lonestar Cell 
MTN,” said Emmanuel. 

Mr. De said that because 
the world is increasingly 
becoming a digital one, 
Emmanuel can now tap into 
this world with the tools 
necessary to access the 
benefits of a modern and 
connected life. 

“We decided to reward 
Emmanuel for doing the right 
thing even when no one was 
looking.  We hope that he 
keeps up the excellent work 
and holds on dearly to his 
integrity. It will serve him 
well,” said Mr. De.

onrovia City Mayor 
Jefferfson Koijee is Mc o n s i d e r i n g  

proposing to the Liberian 
Legislature to declare as an 
elected position, the office of 
the mayor of all city councils 
throughout Liberia to help 
enhance their workings and 
functions. 

The suggestion by the ruling 
Coalition for Democratic 
Change (CDC) Youth League 
Chair comes ahead of the 
conduct of the 2023 general 
and presidential elections in 
which his party, headed by 
incumbent President George 
Manneh Weah, is seeking a 
second six - year term. 

Mr. Koijee told journalists 
during a press conference 
Thursday, 21 October that he is 
currently working on a 
proposal to be presented to 
the Legislature, praying for its 

indulgence to declare as an 
elected position, the office of 
the mayor of all other city 
councils in the country. 

"Like Sierra Leone, Ghana 
and many other countries in 
Africa and around the world, 
mayors and city councils are 
[elected] and they collect 
their own taxes and control 
their operation budget. But for 
Liberia it's unfortunate and so 
our operations budget is 
controlled by the Government 
of Liberia,” said Mayor Koijee. 

Koi jee who has  just  
returned from neighboring 
Sierra Leone said when the city 
council is elected, it will be 
given the means to control its 
operation budget and collect 
taxes, adding that whatever 
they get from partners is being 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
consolidated account of the 

central government here. 
He expressed hope that under 

the leadership of President 
Weah, he can ensure that 
mayors and city councils can be 
elected. 

“... Because of that, we are 
working with the Legislature so 
that [the] mayor's office and city 
councils become an elected 
office before the expiration of 
President George Manneh 
Weah’s tenure," Koijee said. 

He suggested that if electing 
mayors and city councils cannot 
be done in the entire country, 
the country’s capital and some 
other cities should be given the 
opportunity to decide who the 
true administrators become. 

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  l o c a l  
government is cardinal and 
drives the economy of the 
country and any city. 

"We want operation funds 

from international partners to 
come directly to us, direct 
budgetary support from our 
partners where the mayor has 
the authority to preside and 
implement function,” said 
Koijee.  

At the same time, Mayor 
Koijee said the city councils 
have organized a "citizens 
engagement board" which is a 
collective working of 14 
professionals from the civil 
society, religious community, 
youth and student community to 
provide their ideas on how they 
can have a clean, green and safe 
city. 

He noted that those 14 
professionals will be chaired by 
Madam Mary Broh, General 
Services Agency Director 
General; and co-chaired by 
Liberia Crusader for Peace 
Executive Director Queen Julie 
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urkish gold mining 
company operating Tin Kokoyah Statutory 

District MNG Gold has 
donated five motorcycles and 
125 pieces of solar lights to 
the local leadership of the 
district.

The management of MNG 
Gold Liberia said the gesture 
came as a result of several 
recommendations made 
through the offices of Bong 
County Senator Prince Moye.

According to the company, 
Senator Moye recommended 
the procurement of 15 
motorcycles and 250 pieces 
of solar lights, but the 
management of the company 
procured five motorbikes and 
125 pieces of solar lights in 
honor of Senator Moye’s 
recommendation.

MNG Gold Liberia however 
assured senator Moye and the 
local leadership of Kokoyah 
that the management of the 
company would exert all 
efforts to procure the 
additional bikes and lights as 
soon as possible.

Speaking on behalf of the 
Government of Liberia, 
Bureau of Concessions 
Director General Edwin Denis 
lauded the management of 
MNG Gold Liberia for the 

gesture and assured citizens of 
Kokoyah the efforts of the 
government to ensure that the 
company is in compliance with 
the concession agreement of the 
country.

Dennis expressed gratitude to 
the citizens of Kokoyah for 
always exhibiting maturity in 
addressing their plights amid the 
n u m e r o u s  c h a l l e n g e s  
encountered as the result of the 
company’s operations.

Receiving the materials on 
behalf of Kokoyah, Bong County 
Superintendent Esther Walker 
extended commendations to the 

management of MNG Gold 
Liberia and guaranteed the 
c o u n t y  l e a d e r s h i p ’ s  
unwavering support to compel 
the company to live in 
accordance with its corporate 
social responsibilities.

Madam Walker said for too 
long citizens of Kokoyah have 
been peaceful and there is a 
need that the leadership of 
the county begin to assess the 
work of the company as a way 
of fast-tracking people-
oriented development in the 
district.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley
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Lonestar Cell MTN prepares Integrity
Icon for his journey Back to School 

MNG Gold donates five motorbikes, solar lights 
By Joseph Titus Yekeryan

Koijee opts election 
for mayor post

By Lincoln G Peters
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significantly reduced the 
number of polios cases reported 
each year.

Howeve r,  i t  s a y s  t he  
weakened virus vaccine is easier 
to administer so it is commonly 
used, but on occasion, it can 
regain the ability to infect and 
then be passed on within an 
under-vaccinated population, 
recalling “In fact, this recently 
occurred in Liberia in December 
2020.”

The U.S. CDC in partnership 
w i t h  t h e  A f r i c a n  F i e l d  
Epidemiology Network is working 
with the National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia to identify, 
combat, and, most importantly, 
prevent polio outbreaks of this 
kind. 

It adds that in the first phase 
of U.S. CDC´s support, which 
began March 2021, clinical 
health workers deployed to nine 
districts in Nimba, Bong, and 

recent peace and security 
situation in West Africa and its 
impacts on the current political 
dynamics and stability of the 
region.  

Other tasks before the 
meeting include discussions 
around the Supplementary 
Protocol vis-a-vis the civil 
society perspectives and the 
harnessing of Member States 
s t a n d p o i n t s ,  t h r o u g h  
engagements with the ECOWAS 
Ambassadors on effective 
response options to the regional 
governance challenges. 

The briefing is also holding 
against the backdrop of a 
regional peace and security 
landscape that is shaped by 
political upheavals, terrorism, 
v i o l en t  e x t r em i sm,  and  
organized crimes including 
increased banditry, kidnapping, 

he United States 
Centers for Disease TC o n t r o l  a n d  

Prevention (U.S. CDC) is 
supporting the Government 
of Liberia to improve 
surveillance and reporting of 
suspected polio cases in 
Nimba, Bong, Margibi,  
Maryland, River Cess, and 
R i v e r  G e e  c o u n t i e s ,  
respectively. 

The United States Embassy 
in  Monrovia  says  th is  

collaboration reflects the 
n e e d  f o r  e x p a n d e d  
surveillance within Liberia to 
quickly identify and stop 
outbreaks of polio and other 
diseases.

The Embassy notes that 
there are two types of polio 
v a c c i n e s :  i n a c t i v a t e d  
poliovirus given by injection 
and a weakened poliovirus 
given by the mouth.  Both are 
considered safe and have 

h e  E C O W A S  
D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  TPolitical Affairs is 

holding a second thematic 
briefing with the Permanent 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  
a c c r e d i t e d  E C O W A S  
Ambassadors on the 21st of 
October, 2021. 

Focusing on the current 
governance dynamics and the 
imperatives as provided in 
the ECOWAS Supplementary 
Protocol on Democracy and 
Good Governance (2001), the 
br ief ing is  pr imed on 
enhancing collaboration 
whi le  fac i l i ta t ing  the  
exchange of information and 
experience-sharing with the 
ECOWAS Member States’ 
Ambassadors. 

The briefing also aims at 
inducing reflection on the 

Margibi counties to engage 
community health providers 
and community influencers to 
r e a c h  u n d e r s e r v e d  
populations, adding “These 
community health workers 
also collaborated with district 
surveillance officers to 
s u p p o r t  v a c c i n a t i o n  
campaigns and improve 
awareness and reporting of 
polio as well as other diseases 
that can be avoided when 
community members are 
vaccinated.”

It says based on the success 
of this approach, the second 
p h a s e ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  
September 2021, expanded 
into six additional districts in 
Maryland, River Cess, and 
River Gee counties.

According to the Embassy, 
Africa was declared free of 
the wild poliovirus in August 
2020, but it must detect and 
quickly respond to any new 
cases  that  s tem f rom 
weakened viruses to prevent 
outbreaks. 

“We know how to do this:  
The same strategies that 
he lped e l iminate  wi ld  
poliovirus can also stop this 
threat.  It remains critical 
that all countries maintain 
strong disease surveillance 
and ensure all children are 
vaccinated.”

The U.S. CDC says it is 
committed to supporting 
these counties to improve 
surveillance for polio and 
other diseases that can be 
avoided when community 
members are vaccinated, as 
well as to continue close 
col laboration with the 
Ministry of Health and non-
governmental partners in 
Liberia to stop outbreaks. -
Press Release

and piracy leading to 
humanitarian and economic 
challenges which have in turn 
been worsened by the current 
covid-19 pandemic.

Participants interfacing 
with the diplomats at the 
meeting will be drawn from 
the ECOWAS Department of 
Political Affairs, Peace and 
Security (PAPS), the Early 
Warning Directorate (EWD), 
and other relevant ECOWAS 
directorates, in conjunction 
with the West African 
Network for Peacebuilding 
(WANEP).   

The initiative is enriched 
by the extension to ECOWAS 
Member States’ Ambassadors 
accredited to Ethiopia, and 
Permanent Representatives of 
the Member states to the 
African Union.  

he National Elections 
Commission, (NEC) TLegal Section has 

presented a draft Proposed 
Hearing Proceduresdocument 
to the seven member -Board of 
Commissioners, (BOC) for 
endorsement. 

The ceremony took place in 
Ganta City, Nimba County at 
the end of a three day 
d e l i b e r a t i o n w h i c h  
commenced on Monday, 18th 
October, 2021. The National 
E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
streamlined its hearing 
procedure aiming to conform 
to timeframe for hearing of 
election cases within the 
constitution and other statues 

as a matter of law.
NEC Chairperson, Madam 

Davidetta Browne Lansanah 
received the draft hearing 
procedures on behalf of the 
Commission, promised a 
c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  a n d  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e f o r e  
endorsement by the BOC.

It can be recalled that after 
the conduct of the 2020 
Special Senatorial Elections 
and Referendum, the NEC 
faced numerous challenges 
t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  s l o w  
adjudication of cases the 
Commission.   

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
presentat ion ceremony,  
former Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Liberia, M. 

The first Thematic Briefing 
of the year was held on 15th 
February 2021 with the theme: 

Wilkins Wright reminded the 
Commission that it has set a high 
s tandard  for  conduct ing  
elections, after hearing and 
disposing of 15 electoral cases 
14, of which ruling by the NEC, 
were upheld by the Supreme 
Court of Liberia, following the 
conduct of the 2020 Special 
Senator ia l  E lect ions and 
Referendum. 

The Ministry of Justice, 
through Deputy Minister Cllr. 
Nyenati Tuan also providing 
technical support as part of the 
collaboration with the NEC, 
admonished NEC to continue to 
operate within the confines of 
the law.

The NEC Legal Section, with 
funding by the Commission, is 
conducting the 4-day Legal 
Forum focusing on the Proposed 
Hearing Procedures, Election 
Cases, and Training in Ganta, in 
Nimba County, ahead of the 
conduct on the 16 November 
2021 Representat ive By-
elections to be in Bong, Bomi, 
Grand Gedeh and Nimba 
Counties. 35 participants 
including BOC members, the 
former Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Liberia, M. 
Wilkins Wright, Deputy Justice 
Minister, Cllr. Nyenati Tuan, and 
Senior Technicians of NEC are 
participating in the Ganta Legal 
Forum

Post ECOWAS Vision 2020: 
Reflection on Peace and 
Security. 
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U.S. supports Polio, disease surveillance in Liberia NEC presents draft 
hearing procedures

Left to Right) Former Associate Justice, Wright, NEC Chairperson, Madam 
Browne Lansanah and Deputy MOJ Minister, Tuan at the Ganta Legal Forum

 ECOWAS DPA holds its 2nd Thematic Briefing 
with Member States’ Ambassadors 
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e  m i n i s t r e  d e s  
Finances, Samuel D. LTweah, prévient que 

l e s  p r i x  de s  den rée s  
alimentaires comme le riz et 
du carburantpourraient 
c o n n a i t r e  u n e  n e t t e  
augmentation si la COVID-19 
ne se stabilise pas d’ici 
l’année prochaine, entre mai 
et juin. 

Le ministre Tweah a fait 
savoir que le prix d’un sac de riz 
de 25 kg coûte 18 USD en Sierra 
Leone, 19 USD en Côte d’Ivoire, 
pendant qu’au Libéria, il ne 
c o u t e  q u e  1 3  U S D .  L e  
gouvernement du Libéria devrait 
être remercié pour cela, selon 
lui.

“Ce gouvernement se bat 
contre les forces mondiales pour 

maintenir les prix là où ils 
sont. Le monde entier peut 
faire quelque chose, mais 
nous, au Libéria, faisons 
différemment les choses pour 
que notre peuple dispose 
d’excellents moyens pour 
joindre les deux bouts”, a-t-il 
déclaré.

S’exprimant le mardi 19 

Le président George 
Manneh Weah a conclu une 
visite de travail officielle 
d’une journée à Lomé, au 
Togo, à l’invitation de son 
h o m o l o g u e  t o g o l a i s  
F o u r e G n a s s i n g b e .  L e  
président Roch Christian 
Kaboré du Burkina Faso était 
également à Lomé pour 
participer à l’événement.

Le président Weah et ses 
co l lègues  ont  eu  des  
entretiens sur des questions 
d’intérêt sous-régional. Ils 

ont mis un accent sur la situation 
politique et sécuritaire en 
Guinée voisine. Le président 
tient à s’assurer que la paix et la 
stabilité règnent dans le pays 
voisin du Libéria, grâce à une 
transition sans heurts qui 
remettra le pouvoir à un régime 
démocratique et civil.

« Je m’inquiète pour la 
Guinée. Ils sont nos bons voisins 
et la transition vers un régime 
démocratique doit être claire 
avec un calendrier raisonnable 
», a affirmé le président Weah.

Tout en réitérant la 
position du Libéria – qui est 
conforme à la décision du Bloc 
régional d’Afrique de l’Ouest 
– le président a déclaré qu’il 
était temps pour la Guinée de 
“ passer “ à une nation 
pacifique et sécurisée.

Les dirigeants de la 
CEDEAO ont appelé au retour 
à un régime civil et à la 
libération inconditionnelle du 
président déchu Alpha Condé, 
ainsi que de toutes les 
personnes détenues avec lui à 
la suite du coup d’État.

«  Q u e  l e  c o l o n e l  
MahamadyDoumbouya et le 
CNRD proposent un calendrier 
raisonnable, qui expose leurs 
plans pour ramener le pays à 
un régime civil démocratique. 
Je propose de les rencontrer 
afin que nous puissions 
ensemble trouver un terrain 
d’entente sur la crise », a 
déclaré le leader libérien.

Tout en imposant des 
sanctions aux putschistes à la 
suite d’un sommet le mois 
dernier, l’organisme régional 
a également appelé à 
l’organisation des élections 
dans les six mois.

Le leader libérien a 
déclaré qu’il souhaitait 
travailler avec ses collègues 

La Collaboration des partis politiques de l’opposition (CPP) 
semble très optimiste quant à sa victoire contre le président 
George Manneh Weah lors de la prochaine élection 
présidentielle en 2023. A en croire le président nouvellement 
installé, Joseph NyumahBoakai du Parti de l'unité, la CPP 
organisera, s'engagera, discutera de toutes les questions en 
interne dans les prochains jours et élaborera un plan directeur 
pour la victoire en 2023.

Si Boakai pense que la victoire de la CPP n’est possible que 
lorsqu’il est à la tête de la Collaboration, alors le rêve de 
vaincre le président Weah pourrait ne jamais devenir une 
réalité, car au cours des cinq à six derniers mois, beaucoup de 
dégâts ont été causés au sein de la CPP. Des propos tenus à 
l'égard des uns et des autres sont si préjudiciables et injurieux 
qu'il semble impossible de panser les plaies en quelques jours 
seulement comme le prétend le vieil homme Boakai.

Boakai est comme certains de ces politiciens libériens égoïstes 
qui ne voient quelque chose de bien que lorsqu'ils sont aux 
commandes. Comment espère-t-il réunir un Parti de la liberté 
fracturé dont le leader politique, la sénatrice NyongbleeKangar 
Lawrence et le vice-président des affaires politiques Darius 
Dillon dînent avec lui, tandis que Musa H. Bility qui est le 
président du même parti et M. Alexander B. Cummings de l'ANC 
sont délaissés.

S’il faut en juger par ce que nous voyons, la CPP risque d’y aller 
en rang dispersé affronter le président George Weah en 2023. Et 
c'est bien entendu ce que veut exactement la coalition au 
pouvoir. La coalition pour le changement démocratique ne peut 
que se frotter les mains d’autant plus que le bloc d'opposition 
qui soit capable de la renverser a du mal à se comprendre.

Une CPP profondément blessée et divisée ne sera pas à la 
hauteur de Weah et de sa CDC. Une CPP dans laquelle l'un des 
leaders, en l'occurrence Joe Boakai, 80 ans, estime qu'il est le 
candidat le plus approprié par rapport à ses camarades avant 
les primaires, envoie un faux signal de désaccord au sein de ses 
rangs et son fichier.

Cette politique de suprématie semble confondre les électeurs 
libériens qui devront prendre la décision ultime aux urnes avec 
leurs votes. Dans quelle mesure le couple Boakai-Nyongblee 
est-il apprécié ?

Qu'en est-il de la faction Bility du Liberty Party et de M. 
Alexander B. Cummings de l'ANC ? Seraient-ils abandonnés en 
cours de chemin comme un agneau sacrificiel ? en tout cas ce 
sont là des questions qui doivent être répondues.  
Boakai devrait déployer des efforts honnêtes pour y répondre et 
se pencher sur les autres préoccupations.

Avec tant de méfiance née des allégations selon lesquelles le 
document-cadre de la Coalition de l’opposition a été modifié 
sous la direction de M. Alexander B. Cummings dont l’image a 
été ternie en dépit du fait d’avoir nié tout ce dont on lui 
reprochait, il y a peu de chance que l'ombre disparaisse aussi 
facilement.

La CPP n’a d’autres choix que de tirer toutes les leçons et 
d’aborder honnêtement ces questions pour présenter un visage 
uni en 2023.

Nous ne soutenons aucun camp, mais nous souhaitons voir une 
opposition fortement unie, ce qui rendrait notre démocratie 
très compétitive et beaucoup plus dynamique.

Éditorial

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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Que la CPP joigne 
l’acte à la parole 

Tweahse rend à l’évidence et prévient 
que la vie deviendra encore plus chère

Les présidents Weah, Gnassingbe et Kobore 
discutent des problèmes sous-régionaux
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OPENHAGUE – Boris Johnson, le Premier 
ministre du Royaume-Uni, ne réussira peut-Cêtre pas à séduire tout le monde – en tout 

cas pas les dirigeants de l'Union européenne 
échaudés par le Brexit. Pourtant le Royaume-Uni 
accueille le dernier cycle de négociations 
mondiales sur le climat (COP26) à Glasgow le mois 
prochain : l'UE doit donc mettre ses questions en 
suspens face à Johnson et se retrousser les 
manches.

Jusqu'à présent, l'histoire des négociations 
mondiales sur le climat, tenues dans le cadre de la 
Convention-cadre des Nations Unies sur les 
changements climatiques, peut se lire comme un 
conte sur l'histoire de deux villes européennes : 
Copenhague et Paris.

En 2009, les dirigeants mondiaux et leurs 
négociateurs nationaux se sont réunis à 
Copenhague pour conclure un traité global qui 
devait engager le monde entier à prendre des 
mesures de grande envergure pour éviter les pires 
ravages du réchauffement climatique. Cela n'a 
pas eu lieu. Trop de grands acteurs (et de grands 
émetteurs) sont arrivés sans propositions viables 
pour réduire les émissions de gaz à effet de serre 
(GES) et les dirigeants de l'UE se sont retrouvés à 
errer dans les couloirs tandis que les États-Unis, la 
Chine et l'Inde ont conclu un accord non 
contraignant qui a laissé de nombreuses questions 
en suspens. Les représentants des pays les plus 
vulnérables ont été désemparés, car leurs intérêts 
ont été à nouveau mis sur la touche.

Une erreur politique de taille a condamné la 
réunion de Copenhague à l'échec : bien que l'UE 
soit le champion de sa propre population, elle est 
également un partenaire vital pour les pays les 
plus touchés par les terribles conséquences du 
changement climatique. Sans partenariat 
européen – et par là je veux dire sans une aide 
politique, pratique et financière réelle – les plus 
vulnérables sont laissés sans aucune voix dans les 
négociations et sans choix en termes de sources et 
de conditions quant au soutien qui leur est 
destiné.

Mais l'UE a tiré les leçons de cette expérience. En 
2011, lors de la COP17 à Durban, en Afrique du 
Sud, l'UE a ouvert la voie avec une feuille de route 
visant à donner une voix aux individus les plus à 
risque. Cette initiative a ouvert la voie à l'accord 
de Paris sur le climat à la COP21 quatre ans plus 
tard.

En 2015, lorsque les dirigeants du monde sont 
arrivés à Paris, les Européens ont de nouveau joué 
un rôle de premier plan. L'UE a contribué à la 
création de la Coalition de la haute ambition, un 
groupe informel de pays développés et en 
développement qui s'est engagé à soutenir 
l'objectif commun d'une véritable transition vers 
une économie verte. Cette fois-ci, les États-Unis 
et la Chine ont indiqué qu'ils comprenaient 
l'intérêt commun à l'action climatique. L'objectif 
consistant à limiter le réchauffement planétaire à 
1,5°C par rapport aux niveaux préindustriels a été 
établi, et les pays développés se sont engagés à 
financer les efforts des pays les plus pauvres pour 
atténuer l'impact du changement climatique et 
parvenir à une croissance économique durable. Il 
incombait aux grandes économies d'agir 
rapidement et de partager les avantages de leur 
richesse et de leurs connaissances.

L'accord de Paris a été ratifié et soudain, l'avenir a 

semblé un peu plus radieux. Mais au cours des six 
années qui ont suivi, les émissions annuelles 
mondiales de GES ont continué à grimper, même au 
cours de l'année 2020 en pleine pandémie. Les 
modèles climatiques se sont avérés extrêmement 
précis, car les inondations, les ouragans, les feux de 
forêt et les vagues de chaleur mortelles augmentent 
en fréquence et en intensité. Et comme nous le 
savons, ce n'est que le début.

Alors que les discussions sur la crise climatique 
étaient autrefois considérées comme étant le 
problème des générations futures ou de ceux qui 
vivent déjà dans des conditions extrêmes, l'Europe 
en souffre aujourd'hui à son tour. Les Allemands et 
les Belges meurent dans des inondationset des 
températures extrêmes bouleversent des 
communautés entières d'un bout à l'autre de la 
Méditerranée.

Et sur ces entrefaites, nous arrivons à Glasgow. C'est 
l'année où tous les signataires de l'accord de Paris, 
après avoir mesuré leurs progrès, ont pour objectif 
de se rasseoir à la table des négociations et sont 
prêts à revoir à la hausse leur ambition d'action sur 
le plan intérieur - et dans le cas des pays riches, 
d'apporter leur soutien aux pays les plus pauvres. 
Mais il n'y a pas assez d'argent supplémentaire mis à 
disposition. La décision du Royaume-Uni de réduire 
son engagement historique de 0,7 % du PIB en 
matière d'aide à l'étranger quelques mois avant de 
prendre la présidence de la COP a envoyé un 
message de mauvais augure.

Pendant ce temps, certaines parties du 
gouvernement britannique semblent s'intéresser 
davantage au spectacle qu'à la substance de cet 
événement. Les États-Unis et la Chine, qui n'ont de 
cesse de s'envoyer des piques, ont bien du mal à se 
concentrer sur leur contribution respective dans la 
lutte contre le réchauffement climatique. Les 
tâches pour les deux plus grands émetteurs du 
monde, conjointement responsables de près de la 
moitié des émissions mondiales, sont claires : les 
États-Unis doivent transformer leurs paroles en 
actes et fournir leur financement en faveur du 
climat et la Chine doit abandonner progressivement 
son utilisation du charbon. Chaque tâche a autant 
d'importance que l'autre.

Mais où sont les Européens ? Peu de gouvernements 
européens, voire aucun, sont engagés dans une 
diplomatie sérieuse pour reconstituer la Coalition 
de la haute ambition qui a été essentielle à la 
réussite de l'accord de Paris. L'UE n'exerce quant à 
elle aucune pression réelle sur les États-Unis pour 
qu'ils fournissent leur part des 100 milliards de 
dollars annuels promis aux pays pauvres pour les 
aider à s'adapter et à prospérer.

Si la COP26 entend occuper sa place légitime dans 
l'histoire en célébrant le moment où le monde a 
vraiment décidé de collaborer en vue de répondre à 
notre plus grande menace existentielle, alors l'UE 
doit se lever pour montrer l'exemple. L'UE est le bloc 
commercial le plus riche du monde, sa force 
diplomatique la plus établie et son principal 
exemple du pouvoir de tolérance et d'équité. À 
moins de jouer un rôle clé, la COP26 va échouer.

Chacun, partout dans le monde, va en bénéficier à 
condition que l'UE, ses dirigeants et ses mécanismes 
diplomatiques agissent dès à présent pour éviter le 
désastre et obtenir la victoire pour une action 
climatique mondiale, inclusive et ambitieuse. 
L'argent réel et les réductions d'émissions réelles 
doivent émerger de Glasgow. Le monde ne peut pas 
se permettre un autre Copenhague.

FrançaisFrançais
vision du président, au fort 
soutien de notre partenaire au 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  e t  à  
l ’ a l i g n e m e n t  d e  n o t r e  
programme pour transformer 
l’agriculture, la pêche, les 
routes et tous les autres secteurs 
qui fourniront et créeront des 
emplois pour nos gens », a-t-il 
déclaré.

S e l o n  l u i ,  q u a n d  l e  
gouvernement aura terminé tous 
ses projets routiers en cours, il y 
a u r a  u n e  a u g m e n t a t i o n  
d ’ e m p l o i s  e t  d ’ a u t r e s  
infrastructures à travers le pays.

I l  a  r e c o n n u  q u e ,  
contrairement aux attentes et 
aux aspirations des citoyens,la 
relance économique sous le 
régime de la Coalition pour le 
changement démocratique 
(CDC), a été très lente. Il s’est 
a ins i  excusé auprès des 
Libériens. Le gouvernement de 
la CDC na’ pas été en mesure de 
développer et transformer le 
Libéria en trois ans.

“Nous espérions que nous 
a u r i o n s  p e u t - ê t r e  p u  
transformer et changer le pays 
en trois ans, mais cela n’a pas 
été le cas. Nous nous en 
excusons. Il faut dire que ce 
n ’ e s t  p o s s i b l e  
ma théma t i quemen t .  L e s  
problèmes du Libéria sont trop 
n o m b r e u x  e t  a u c u n  
gouvernement et même nous ne 
pouvions résoudre ce problème 
en trois ans”, a déclaré le 
ministre Tweah. 

D’après lui, il est impossible 
que le Libéria puiss être changé 
et transformé en trois ans, vu 
surtout l’économie dont le 
régime actuel a hérité, à cela, il 
faut ajouter la pandémie de la 
COVID-19 qui sévit toujours dans 
le monde entier.

octobre 2021 à Monrovia lors 
de la signature d’un accord 
de financement de 40 USD 
entre le gouvernement du 
L ibé r i a  e t  l a  Banque  
mondiale, le Ministre Tweah a 
reconnu que les Libériens 
sont avides au changement. Il 
demande ainsi de la patience 
pour y parvenir.

“Notre peuple a soif de 
changement. La façon dont 
nous avons réussi à apporter 
des changements dans le 
passé a été trop lente et cela 
fait partie des critiques qui 
s o n t  f a i t e s  a u  
gouvernement”, a-t-il dit.

“Nous voulons que tout le 
monde soit patient et fasse 
confiance au processus parce 
que nous travaillons sur des 
choses pour nous aider, mais 
tout ne peut pas arriver en 
trois ans”, a-t-il ajouté.

Les gens veulent des 
emplois. Les jeunes se 
mettent sur le marché du 
travail. Il faut que le 
gouvernement soit en mesure 
d’offrir des opportunités 
d’absorber tous ceux qui sont 
compétents et qualifiés, que 
ce soit dans le secteur privé 
ou le secteur public.

M. Tweah a également fait 
savoir que le gouvernement 
va prendre au sérieux le 
m e s s a g e  c e n t r a l  d e s  
personnes qui sont dans les 
secteurs de l’agriculture, de 
la pêche et dans tous les 
autres secteurs du pays afin 
de créer des emplois et des 
o p p o r t u n i t é s d a n s  c e s  
secteurs pour améliorer les 
condit ions de vie des 
citoyens.« Nous voulons 
demander à notre peuple de 
croire en l’orientation et la 

pour trouver une solution 
durable à la crise qui menace 
la paix et la sécurité de la 
région.

En marge de sa visite au 
Togo, le président Weah a 
également eu des entretiens 
bilatéraux avec le président 
turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
qui était en visite d’Etat dans 
le pays. Les deux dirigeants 
ont discuté d’un large 
éventail de questions, y 
compris une éventuelle 
coopération en matière de 

sécurité, d’infrastructure et 
d’économie. Ils ont convenu de 
poursuivre les discussions lors 
d’une visite d’Etat en Turquie 
avant la fin de l’année.

Le président et la délégation, 
qui comprenait le ministre des 
Affaires étrangères Dee-Maxwell 
Kemayah, le ministre de la 
Défense DianielZiankhan et le 
ministre de l’Information 
Ledgerhood Rennie, sont de 
retour dans le pays mercredi 
après-midi.

Tweahse rend à 
l’évidence et prévient 

Les présidents Weah, 
Gnassingbe et Kobore 
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ONDI MANDINGO CHIEFDOM, 
Gbarpolu and BLUYEAMA, 
Lofa County – In 2018, the B

Bondi Mandingo Authorized 
Community Forest signed a 
logging agreement with Indo 
Africa Plantation Limited. The 
community agreed for the 
company to log in its 37,222-
hectare forest in the Bopolu 
District of Gbarpolu County in 
exchange for development.

Three years on, Indo Africa is yet 
to live up to the agreement, 
failing to pay the community land 
rental and harvesting fees.
“The community people engaged 
us so that we can engage Indo 
Africa so that they can meet up 
with their social responsibilities,” 
says Mark Dennis, the Chief 
Officer of Bondi Mandingo’s forest 
leadership, known across the 
forestry sector as community 
forest management body. “Indo 
Africa has failed, and that has 
brought pressure on us from the 
community people.”

Some 250 miles away in Zorzor 
District, Lofa County,  Bluyeama 
Authorized Community Forest 
faces a similar situation with Sing 
Africa Plantation Liberia, another 
logging company. The community 
agreed for the company to cut 
logs in its 44,444-hectare forest 
schools, roads and clinics. More 
than six years after, Sing Africa 
has failed to live up to the 
contract.

“The promises you made to the 
people and you don’t do it makes 
the community feel different. 
They are seeing logging going on,” 
says Alexander Songu, chief 
officer of Bluyeama in an 
interview with The DayLight. 
“The communities are not 
satisfied and they regret why they 
gave up their forest to Sing 
Africa.”

Apart from their failing logging 
agreements, Bondi Mandingo and 
Bluyeama have one other thing in 
common: Both Sing Africa and 
Indo Africa are owned by a 
Singaporean family, the Guptas. 
The family also owns Starwood 
Incorporated, according to the 
articles of incorporation of the 
three firms. Starwood signed a 
contract with the Matro-Kpogblen 
Community Forest in Grand Bassa 
County of 8,833 hectares in 2018 
in the District No.4 area. Indo 
A f r i c a — w h i c h  h o l d s  t h e  
c o n c e s s i o n  i n  B o n d i  
M a n d i n g o — h a s  a n o t h e r  
agreement with the 31,818-
hectare Korninga B Community 
Forest in Bopolu District. It has 
also failed to come up with its side 
of the bargain.

Five members of the Gupta family 
hold the shares of Indo Africa, 
Sing Africa and Starwood, 
according to The DayLight’s 
analysis of the companies’ 
shareholdings.  Shivali, Shivani 
and Prachi have equal shares in 
Sing Africa. Mukesh Gupta has 70 
percent of the shares in Starwood 

and Mrs.AnjuMukesh Kumar 30 
percent. Mukesh also has 51 percent 
of the shares in Indo Africa and Anju 
41 percent. Indo Africa and Sing Africa 
share the same registered agent: 
Kishan Rao Pamapalker. In the 
corporate world, a registered agent 
represents a firm’s interest in 
business deals and lawsuits.

The three companies have the same 
executives, too, with Kumah Gupta 
their chief executive officer and 
Moses Mononporlor, a former 
development superintendent for 
Gbarpolu,  community  forest  
manager.
In the four logging concessions the 
Guptas hold in Gbarpolu, Lofa and 
Bassa, covering 127,317 hectares, 
they made 50 promises to affected 
communities but implemented only 
10 or 20 percent, according to our 
count. They did not fulfill any of the 
promises they made to Bondi 
Mandingo and Korninga B. All the 
commitment they kept and projects 
they implemented happened in 
Bluyeama and Matro-Kpogblen. For 
instance, they built the largest 
sawmill in the country in Bluyeama, 
have employed locals and paid 
US$27,484 towards a scholarship 
program for villagers, payment 
records show. They have also 
prioritized the employment of locals.

The Guptas also owe the four 
communities more than US$300,000 
in land rental and log-harvesting 
fees. They owe Bondi Mandingo 
US$102,360 for all four years of the 
concession, the largest of the four 
community forests. They owe 
Korninga B US$64,593. They have yet 
to cut a single tree in the two 
Gbarpolu communities.  The family 
owes Bluyeama US$139,721 in land 
rental and log harvest fees, having 
paid US$103,610, records of their 
operations show. Sing Africa exported 
52,265 cubic meters of logs in 2018 
and 2019, according to the Liberia 
Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (LEITI) in its 2018/2019 
report. The Guptas’ debt with Matro-
Kpogblen is US$26,000 in land rental 
fees. They are due to pay the 
community harvesting fees. For 
instance, they should have paid 
US$3,201 from the 1,940 cubic 
meters of logs they shipped in 2019, 
captured in the LEITI report.
The Forestry Development Authority 
(FDA) approving Sing Africa and 
Starwood to export logs despite 
owing Bluyeama and Matro-Kpogblen 
is a violation of the National Forestry 
Reform Law of 2006. The law says, 
“The Authority shall not issue an 
export permit without confirming 
that all taxes and fees relating to the 
forest products subject to the permit 
have been paid.” In fact, under the 
law, the FDA can fine or terminate 
indebted companies’ contracts 
because of failure to pay its arrears.

Jonathan Yiah, the lead forestry 
campaigner at the Sustainable 
Development Institute (SDI), says 
authorities should compel companies 
to comply with all aspects of the law. 
“The sad reality is that the FDA and 
the national government have failed 
to uphold the law and have not 
learned their lesson,” Yiah says in 
reference to a 2005 Forest Concession 
Review report, which as part of 

Communities must have a forestry 
management agreement or CFMA 
with the FDA to be able to sign a 
logging agreement with a third 
party.

“Considering logging’s importance 
i n  [ c o m m u n i t y  f o r e s t r y  
management agreements], it’s 
critical that timber logged under 
these agreements is incorporated 
in the legality grid, which is part of 
the  Vo lunta ry  Par tner sh ip  
Agreement (VPA) Liberia signed 
with the European Union,” adds 
Ozinga.  Liberia and the signed the 
VPA in 2009 to ensure that Liberia 
produces and exports legal timbers 
through strong forest governance 
and law enforcement.
‘The agreement… expired’

The communities themselves are 
taking action over the Guptas’ 
indebtedness to them, including 
cancelation of their contracts with 
the family’s logging firms.
Korninga B wrote the FDA about 
their decision to cancel their 
contract with Indo Africa almost 
one year ago. “We do not want to 
work with Indo Africa Plantation 
Inc. since they have grossly 
violated and failed to meet up with 
any social [responsibilities] in the 
community,” reads the October 26 
letter. “The agreement has already 
expired.” Legally, communities can 
terminate their agreements with 
loggers through the court system 
even without the consent of the 
government.

Bondi Mandingo held a meeting in 
December last year, resolving to 
begin the process to terminate 
their contract with Indo Africa 
beginning February earlier this 
year. It did not go as planned but 
they are currently working out 
modalities for the lawsuit.
Mukesh Gupta, the chairman of 
Indo Africa’s board of directors and 
its majority shareholder, at the 
start of this year blamed the 
company’s neglect of the forest on 
the presence of miners in the same 
forest.
Mononporlor had said in December 
last year Bondi Mandingo and 
Korninga B could press forward 
with their arbitrations if Indo Africa 
did not pay the outstanding amount 
by February this year. Two months 
a f t e r  t h a t  d e a d l i n e ,  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic broke out in 
Liberia after taking a toll on the 
global timber industry, halting 
production and stagnating export. 
Companies were unable to meet up 
with their social responsibilities 

with communities, according to the 
LEITI.

Like Bondi Mandingo and Korninga B, 
Matro-Kpogblen has reached an 
agreement to discontinue their 
relationship with Starwood and in 
May informed the FDA about their 
decision.  “Having realized the 
failure of the third-party holder to 
live up to agreement signed with the 
commun i t y,  t he  commun i t y  
assembly, the executive committee, 
have agreed to cancel the agreement 
and terminate all relations with the 
third-party holder with immediate 
effect,” reads their resolution. The 
assembly is the highest decision-
making body in community forestry, 
and the executive committee takes 
decisions for the body.

Kumah Gupta did not respond to The 
DayLight’s queries for comments on 
the current situation of the four 
companies. We reminded him 
throughout last week via WhatsApp 
and texts but got no response. 
Mononporlor later told us Gupta was 
sick and could not speak at the 
moment. 

Of the four community forests, 
Bluyeama’s agreement with Sing 
Africa shows signs of hope. Both 
parties have reached a consensus to 
upgrade their current, six-page 
contract to a comprehensive 
agreement, which details things like 
exact timeframes for payments of 
fees and implementation of projects. 
They should have sealed the  deal 
last month but the FDA halted the 
process until the Bluyeama’s 
community assembly can make a 
quorum. The body is expected to 
reach a resolution on the new 
agreement this week, according to 
Songu.  If it is signed, it would be the 
first enforcement of a commercial 
use contract (CUC) with the support 
of government, private sector, 
community and civil society. The 
CUC, voluminous with much details 
and clarity, is being heralded to help 
prevent payment-related conflicts in 
community forestry.  

“This is different from the past, 
because it is the first time the people 
of Bluyeama are having the 
opportunity to make demands and 
make changes in the community 
forest contract with Sing Africa,” 
Songu, chairman of the Bluyeama 
forest governance structure told The 
DayLight at the end of an event for 
the revision of the document in 
August in Balagwalazu. 

Article       Article
How FDA Allows a Foreign Family 
Hoard Forests and Hurt Communities

Liberia’s overhaul of its forestry 
sector, found the country lost over 
US$64 million dollars to unpaid 
arrears. “There is need that the 
FDA, the Liberia Revenue 
Authority (LRA) and logging 
c o m p a n i e s  a g r e e  o n  a n  
enforceable payment plan for the 
current arrears.” The government 
of Liberia generated more than 
US$1.7 million from the three 
companies in the 2017/18 and 
2018/19 fiscal years, according to 
figures published by the LEITI.

The FDA did not respond to The 
DayLight’s request for an 
interview on the matter as well as 
export details of Indo Africa, Sing 
Africa and Starwood relative to 
the four community forests. We 
sent an email to Mike Doryen, the 
managing director of the entity 
and hand-delivered a letter with 
the same contents but nothing 
materialized. FDA should make 
biannual publications of all fees 
companies pay, as provided under 
the National Forestry Reform Law 
and its regulation. The Freedom of 
Information Act of 2010 also 
mandates  a l l  government  
contracts and concessions are 
published. But that is not the case. 
Its website lists community forest 
agreements but those documents 
are not downloadable. We 
received some of the documents 
from its community forestry 
department through email.

It is not a violation for companies 
owned by the same shareholders 
to  ho ld  mu l t ip le  l ogg ing  
concessions in Liberia. However, it 
is a breach of the Community 
Rights Law—which created 
community forestry—for rural 
towns and villages not to benefit 
from forest resources. It dents the 
community-centered reform of 
the sector, exploited by factions 
during the Liberian Civil War and 
s c a r r e d  b y  d e c a d e s  o f  
mismanagement. Their rich 2B 
Ramsgate Road community in the 
southeastern Asian country is a 
sharp contrast to the poor 
communit ies  they log in,  
neglected for decades by 
s u c c e s s i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  
compounded by failed logging 
concessions countrywide.
Campaigners urge the FDA to 
conduct due diligence and use its 
overs ight  powers  to  stop 
companies from signing news 
deals when they did not perform 
well with previous ones.

“We strongly believe that the FDA 
must conduct a much stronger due 
diligence that will ensure that the 
company is credible and has the 
capacity to operate a particular 
concession,” Yiah tells The 
DayLight in an interview.
“This… highlights companies’ 
widespread failure to pay 
communities their dues. Liberia’s 
government must control logging 
companies’ activities and ensure 
that they all act legally and abide 
by the contracts they signed with 
communities, which few presently 
do,” says SaskiaOzinga, founder of 
f o r e s t s  a n d  r i g h t s  
nongovernmental organization, 
Fern, and now its adviser. 

By James Harding Giahyue, 
with TheDayLight
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Sing Africa Plantations Liberia Incorporated has failed to meet its obligations with 
Bluyeama despite logging in the community. The DayLight/James Harding Giahyue
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s t o p  n o w, ”  A m b a s s a d o r  
Delahousse said. 

Explaining the essence of the 
m e d i a  b r i e f i n g ,  A m b .  
Ambassador Delahoussesaid the 
purpose of the exchange of the 
European Heads of Missions with 
the media at the Ministry was to 
echo and follow-up on the 
message issued on 26 August 
2021 by his colleague and friend, 
U.S. Ambassador to Liberia 
Michael McCarthy. 

Ambassador Delahousse 
exp la ined  that  h i s  U.S .  
counterpart noted in August that 
the donor community has been 
following the situation of the 
energy sector in Liberia with 
great interest and also with 
great concern. 

He told reporters that from 
1990 to Christmas 2016, 
Liberians experienced a quarter 
of a century with no electricity, 
apart from the few who could 
afford generators. 

Ambassador Delahousse 
continued that the existing 
power infrastructure was wiped 
out during the civil war, saying to 
address the electricity challenge 
in Liberia requires  a joint 
exercise. 

He said the Government of 
Liberia, the Liberia Electricity 
Corporation including the People 
of Liberia and the international 
donor community all need to 
work together to address this 
urgent challenge.  

“In this context, we commend 
the recent appointment of Mr. 
Monie Captan as Chairman of the 
Board of LEC and the Board’s 
decisive action against power 
theft, as outlined in the press 
statement from LEC of 15 
September 2021,” he stated. 

The EU envoy called on 
Liberia to define, under the 
leadership of President George 
Manneh Weah, and the Minister 
of Mines and Energy, a master 
plan for the development of its 
power sector. 

He said this will include new 

u r o p e a n  U n i o n  
A m b a s s a d o r  EAccredited to Liberia 

A m b a s s a d o r  L a u r e n t  
Delahousse has cautioned 
Liberians who are connected 
to the Liberia Electricity 
Corporation (LEC) power 
supply lines that there is no 
free current or ‘Seh Pay for 
current’ in the country, 
urging them to buttress the 
government's efforts and pay 
their own electricity bills. 

“No free current, no seh 
pay for current [using a 
Liberian parlance that refers 
to taking goods from a dealer 
on credit basis]; current da 
na Free,” Ambassador  
Delahousse said Thursday, 21 
Oc tobe r  2 021  a t  t he  
Information Ministry’s regular 
press briefing on Capitol Hill 
in Monrovia. 

The EU Envoy who recently 
received mixed publ ic 

reactions after branding 
Monrovia as disgusting and 
the dirtiest city of the many 
places he has visited in 
Africa, says he cannot 
overemphasize that the 
European Union and its 
member states are highly 
committed to the successful 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
electricity sector in Liberia. 

According to Ambassador 
Delahousse, a steady and 
reliable power supply is 
essential for the Liberian 
people and the economy, 
adding that, “powering 
L i b e r i a  t o  e m p o w e r  
Liberians.” 

“However, and I must 
insist again, in order to 
realise that goal, everyone 
must pay for the electricity 
they use.  Power theft is 
crippling LEC. It is anti-poor 
and it is a threat to the 
implementation of the Pro-
Poor Agenda for Prosperity 
and Development. It must 

generation capacities to meet 
the expected increase in 
power consumption. 

Meanwhile Ambassador 
D e l a h o u s s e  s a i d  t h e  
sustainable participation to 
the regional network offered 
by the Côte d’Ivoire Sierra 
Leone, Liberia and Guinea 
(CSLG) power project, and 
strengthening of the client 
base through the connection 
of more Liberian businesses, 
among others, will bring the 
tariff of electricity to levels 
more affordable for ordinary 
Liberians. 

He said as outlined by the 
American Ambassador, over 
half of the electricity 
produced by LEC is either 
stolen or unpaid for, noting 
that if you add to that, the 
power that is lost during 
transport for technical 
reasons, less than a third of 
the electricity produced by 
LEC is paid for. 

The EU envoy lamented 
that the consequence is that 
the tariff for electricity 
remains high and the many 
honest Liberians who pay 
their bills have to pay an even 
higher price for those who 
steal, and that is by no means 
fair. 

“The more power is stolen 
from LEC, the less capacity 
LEC has to extend the network 
and bring power to more 
L iber ian fami l ies ,”  he 
warned. 

He said this  cannot 
continue as it is seriously 
threatening the financial 
viability of the operator, 
which is losing close to 50 
million US dollars annually 
and is certainly a cause for 
very serious concern.  

A m b .  A m b a s s a d o r  
Delahoussecautioned here 
that illegal connections, 
tampering with meters, and 
theft of assets including light 
poles, wires and transformers 
must stop immediately.

He noted that power theft 
also affects confidence from 
potential investors and 
partners around the world, 
pondering as to how one can 
convince international donors 
and private companies to 
invest in the electricity sector 
when more than half of the 
output is lost or stolen. 

The Information Ministry’s 
Thursday press briefing was 
addressed by  mult ip le  
international donors including 
Ambassador Delahousse, 
Ambassador Michael Roux of 
France, Chargéed’Affaires 
Kate O’Donnell of Ireland, 
Deputy Ambassador Peter 
Speyrer of Germany, Liberia’s 
Mines and Energy Minister 
Gelster E. Murray, and Health 
Minister Dr. Wilhelmina 
Jallah. --Edited by Winston 
W. Parley

especially in the midfield.
The match itself was played 

behind closed doors because of 
C O V I D - 1 9  r e g u l a t i o n s  
endorsed by FIFA. 

The female national team 
started their preparation only 
two weeks ago while their 
counterparts began as early as 
a month ago, which enhanced 
their chances.   

If the Liberia Football 
Association can maintain the 
team with support from 
national government for 
women's football, the girls 

he President Pro - 
Tempore  o f  t he  TL i b e r i a n  S e n a t e  

Albert T. Chie says the issue of 
dual citizenship in Liberia is 
yet to be resolved, explaining 
that the permanent way to lay 
dual citizenship issue to rest is 
t h r o u g h  a  N a t i o n a l  
Referendum to amend Article 
28 of the Constitution.  

Mr. Chie said he along with 
the majority of the senators 
support the concept of ‘once a 
Liberian, always a Liberian,’ 
because it is in support of 

Article 27 (a) of the 1986 
Constitution.

" U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h i s  
provision did not pass in the 
December 2020 Referendum, 
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
Constitution is regarded as 
prohibition against dual 
citizenship," Chie said.

T h e  Pr o  -  Te m p o r e  
explained that going forward, 
the Senate will propose 
amendments to the 1973 
Aliens and Nationality Law, 

could reconsolidate in the 2022 
Women's Cup of Nations 
Qualifier to give soccer-crazy 
home fans the joy that they 
direly crave for.

For his part,  the Liberia's 
female National team head 
coach Robert Lartey appeals to 
the Liberia Football Association 
to send for training early in 
preparation for the return leg in 
Darker, Senegal on October 26, 
2021 at the StadeLat Dior in 
Thies. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

especially to clarify the 
procedures for the loss of 
citizenship in line with the due 
process principle. 

"Whatever amendments to 
the above law that may be 
proposed, it is clear that a 
National Referendum to amend 
Article 28 of the Constitution is 
the answer to the dual 
citizenship issue. Therefore we 
need to subject the Amendment 
of Article 28 of the Constitution 
to another round of National 
Referendum," Sen. Chie noted.

The Grand Kru Senator 
further stated that there seems 
to be some level of confusion in 
the mind of some Liberians 
concerning the issue of dual 
citizenship, saying that it's 
emanating from the letter of the 
Minister of Justice to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs urging 
the implementation of the 
revised regulations to govern 
the administration and issuance 
of Liberia passports. 
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No free current, 
no ‘seh pay’

By Lewis S. Teh 

Dual citizenship 
is not resolved

By Ethel A Tweh
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opponent took advantage of a 
loose opportunity and struck 
it in the last corner of the net, 
giving the Senegalese their 
winning goal.

However, the female Lone 
Star consolidated in the third 
minutes of extra time from 
the leg of Striker Lucky Kikeh 
to achieve the consolation. 

The Senegalese had height 
advantage over their Liberian 
counterparts plus good 
defending skills but were 
sluggish in the midfield.

However, they got their 
winning goals thru the legs of 
Mama Diop and Ndeye Awa 
Diakhate. An impressive 
goalkeeping by NdeyeMdiss D. 
Didw saved the visitors from 
further trouble to secure their 
first victory away. 

On the other hand, the 
home girls lack ball control, 

he senior national 
female soccer team Tof Liberia, the Lone 

Star went down 2-1 to 
Senegal senior women's team 
in the first round of the 2022 
Women's African Cup of 
Nations qualifier at the 
Antoinette Tubman Stadium 

in Monrovia.
The game, which was a 

heated encounter Wednesday, 
October 20, 2021 for the home 
girls, was unfortunately lost thru 
a  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n  f r o m  
Goalkeeper Massa Konneh in the 
first half. Then in the second half 
Lone Star’s Defender Choice 
Tokpah guarded the ball until her CONT’D ON PAGE 11

Female Lone Star narrowly fall to Senegal 2-1 

By Naneka Hoffman 
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