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W de Klerk, the 
former president of FSouth Africa and the 

last white person to lead the 
country, has died at the age 
of 85. Mr de Klerk, who was 
also a key figure in the 
transition to democracy, had 
been diagnosed with cancer 
this year.

He was head of state 
between September 1989 and 
May 1994.

In 1990 he announced he 
wa s  r e l e a s i n g  Ne l s on  
Mandela, leading to historic 
elections that brought the 
anti-apartheid leader to 
power.

Mr de Klerk shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize with Mr 
Mandela for helping to 
n e g o t i a t e  a n  e n d  t o  
apartheid. But his legacy 
divides opinion in South 
Africa.A statement from the 
former president's FW de 
Klerk Foundation on Thursday 
said that he died peacefully 
at his home in Cape Town 
following his struggle against 
mesothelioma cancer.

The foundat ion had 
announced the diagnosis - a 

cancer that affects the lining of 
the lungs - in June.

Mr de Klerk is survived by his 
wife Elita, his children Jan and 
Susan and his grandchildren, the 
statement said.The former 
president was born in March 1936 
in Johannesburg, into a line of 
Afr ikaner  Nat ional  Party  
politicians.

He worked as a lawyer and 

African National Congress 
(ANC).

He also announced that Mr 
Mandela would be released 
from prison after 27 years.

His actions helped bring an 
end to apartheid-era South 
Africa, and he became one of 
the country's two deputy 
presidents after the multi-
party elections in 1994 that 
saw Mr Mandela become 
president.

He retired from politics in 
1997 saying: "I am resigning 
because I am convinced it is in 
the best interest of the party 
and the country."Although the 
relationship between Mr de 
Klerk and Mr Mandela was 
often punctuated by bitter 
disagreements, the new 
president described the man 
he succeeded as someone of 
great integrity.

In a statement on Thursday, 
t h e  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  
Foundation said Mr de Klerk 

served in  a  ser ies  of  
ministerial posts before 
taking over from PW Botha as 
the head of the National Party 
in February 1989, and months 
later becoming president.

In a famous speech to 
parliament the following year, 
he announced that he was 
removing the ban on parties 
that included Mr Mandela's 

oeing has reached an 
agreement with the 
families of the 157 B

people who died in the 
Ethiopia 737 Max crash in 
2019. The plane maker 
accepts liability for their 
deaths, according to court 
documents in Chicago.

In return, families of the 
victims will not seek punitive 
damages from the company.

Lawyers for the victims' 

and in this agreement Boeing 
accepts responsibility for the 
crash of ET302 - a disaster 
which claimed the lives of 157 
people from 35 different 
countries.

families said Boeing would still 
be held "fully accountable", 
welcoming the agreement as a 
significant milestone.Boeing 
shares fell 1% to $218.50 on the 
news.The agreement opens the 
way for families outside the US, 
in countries such as Ethiopia and 
Kenya, to claim compensation 
through the US courts, rather 
than in their home countries, 
which might be more difficult 
a n d  r e s u l t  i n  l o w e r  

The world may have moved on 
and the 737 Max may be flying 

payments.Mark Pegram in the 
UK, whose son Sam was one of 
the victims, said: "The main 
positive for us is that Boeing is 
admitting liability, and not 
d i v e r t i n g  b l a m e  o n t o  
Ethiopian Airlines or the 
pilots... we wanted them to 
hold their hands up."

Sam's mother Debbie told 
the BBC: "All we are looking to 
do with any compensation is 
set up a charity in Sam's name. 
It's what we want to do and it's 
what Sam would have wanted 
us to do."At the time of the 
crash, the 737 Max was 
Boeing's best-selling plane.

But two fatal accidents 
within five months - the 
Ethiopia Airlines flight out of 
Addis Ababa and before that a 
Lion Air jet that came down 
into the sea off Indonesia - 
signalled there were serious 
faults with the aircraft.

The planes were grounded 
fo r  20  months ,  wh i le  
investigations took place, but 
have since been allowed to 
return to operations after the 
firm made significant changes 
to their  software and 
training.Words are important 

would "forever be linked to 
Nelson Mandela in the annals of 
South African history".

"De Klerk's legacy is a big one. 
It is also an uneven one, 
something South Africans are 
called to reckon with in this 
moment," the statement added. 
Many have blamed Mr de Klerk 
for failing to curb violence 
against black South Africans and 
anti-apartheid activists during 
his time in power.

Last  year,  he became 
embroiled in a row in which he 
was accused of playing down the 
seriousness of apartheid. He 
later apologised for "quibbling" 
over the matter.

Human rights lawyer Howard 
Varney described him as an 
"apologist for apartheid".

But South Africa's main 
opposition party, the Democratic 
Alliance, said his contribution to 
the country's transition to 
democracy could not be 
overstated. BBC

 South African court 
has ruled that former AMozambican Finance 

Minister Manuel Chang should 
be extradited to the US where 
he is wanted for alleged 
criminal offences in relation to 
a massive corruption scandal.

The court ruling reverses a 
decision by South Africa's 
Justice Minister Ronald Lamola 
in August to transfer Chang to 
his home country.

High Court Judge Margaret 
Victor said the court could not 
find "the decision to be 
rational".

Civil society groups had 
opposed transferring Chang to 
Mozambique fearing that he 
would not face prosecution.

The former minister has 
been in detention in South 
Africa since 2018 on a US arrest 
warrant for conspiracy to 
commit wire fraud, securities 
fraud and money laundering.

The scandal involves more 
than  $2 .7bn  (£2bn)  o f  
undisclosed state debts - 
money which the government 
bo r rowed  to  se t  up  a  
sophisticated tuna industry, to 
buy trawlers and military 
patrol boats, but much of it was 
allegedly diverted to corrupt 
officials.

Chang, 66, denies accepting 
$7m in bribes. He was arrested 
at the request of the US, where 
investors were affected by the 
scandal. BBC
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South Africa's ex-President 
FW de Klerk dies at 85

FW De Klerk, South Africa's last president of 
apartheid, was also a key figure in the 

nation's transition to democracy

Boeing agrees deal with 
Ethiopia crash families

A total of 157 people died when Ethiopian 
Airlines flight ET 302 crashed

SA to extradite Mozambican 
ex-finance minister to US

Manuel Chang has been in detention in South Africa 
for nearly three years
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AOUNDÉ – An unprecedented 
Africa-France summit took place Yat the beginning of October in 

Montpellier, France. For the first time 
since these summits began in 1973, no 
African heads of state were invited. 
Instead, French President Emmanuel 
Macron held discussions with students, 
entrepreneurs, artists, and athletes. 
The purpose of the gathering was to find 
ways to “rebuild” the relationship 
between France and Africa, especially 
in light of growing anti-French 
sentiment in many Francophone 
countries across the continent.

But there are reasons to question the 
sincerity of France’s initiative to reset 
relations with its former African 
colonies, particularly given Macron’s 
intervention in the creation of a new 
shared currency for West Africa.

In June 2019, after nearly 30 years of 
discussion and multiple missed 
deadlines, the 15 members of the 
Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) announced that their 
planned new currency, dubbed the eco, 
would be introduced in 2020. But at a 
joint news conference that December 
with President Alassane Ouattara of 
Ivory Coast, Macron declared that in 
2020, the eight French-speaking West 
African countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Ivory Coast, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, 
Senegal, and Togo) would retire their 
shared currency, the West African CFA 
franc, and replace it with a new 
currency – also called the eco. This 
statement surprised the other seven 
ECOWAS countries, which are primarily 
Anglophone,  s ince i t  d i rect ly  
contradicted the roadmap for a new 
currency set out only six months before.

On the surface, there is some logic to 
this course of events. The eight 
Francophone countries already share a 
currency, so theoretically they would be 
more prepared to be part of a currency 
union. After Macron’s statement, there 
was some discussion that the remaining 
seven countries should first form a 
monetary union on their own. Once this 
union proved functional, it would be 
much easier for these countries to join 
the eco. But in practice, the creation of 
the separate West African eco serves to 
tie these countries more closely to 
France than to their African neighbors.

In addition to changing the name of the 
West African currency, the statement by 
Macron and Ouattara stipulated that 

countries using the new eco would no 
longer be required to keep half their 
reserves in France, and France would not 
be involved in managing the new 
currency. But, whereas the plan for the 
ECOWAS eco called for a flexible 
exchange rate, the new eco, like the CFA 
franc, would be pegged to the euro, and 
France would remain the guarantor of its 
convertibility.

Macron and Ouattara’s announcement 
created an uproar in the region. Soon 
after the announcement, the president 
of Ghana, Nana Akufo-Addo, affirmed his 
country’s readiness to join a new 
currency union – but not on the terms laid 
out by Macron and Ouattara. In January 
2020, six mainly Anglophone West African 
countries – Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone – issued 
a joint statement denouncing Macron and 
Ouattara’s program. In June 2020, 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Bahari 
tweeted that the French-speaking 
countries’ decision to create a new 
common currency unilaterally implied a 
lack of trust in the other ECOWAS 
partners and indicated that his country, 
which accounts for 70% of the ECOWAS 
gross domestic product, would not join.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
rage in West Africa, many economists 
argue that the region needs to focus on 
economic recovery rather than projects 
like a new currency. Nevertheless, at the 
end of May 2021, a West African currency 
symposium, Les États Généraux de l'Eco, 
was held in Lomé, Togo, to discuss the 
end of the CFA franc and the introduction 
of the eco. The declaration issued at the 
end of the symposium affirmed the plan 
first introduced by Macron and Ouattara 
in December 2019 and the intention of 
the West African Francophone states to 
move forward.

Then, in June 2021, the ECOWAS 
countries held a summit in Accra, Ghana, 
where they announced a new timetable 
for their eco. It is now scheduled to be 
implemented in 2027. Jean-Claude Kassi 
Brou, president of the ECOWAS 
Commission, blamed the pandemic for 
the delay.

How the ECOWAS eco will interact with 
the eco used in Francophone West Africa 
is an open question. And the answer may 
depend on how sincere France is about 
rebalancing its relationship with its 
former colonies.
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Our heart goes for Sierra Leone
LIBERIA'S NEXT DOOR neighbors, the people of Sierra Leone, are 
still grappling with the aftermath of Friday's (November 5, 2021) 
tanker explosion in that country that left over hundred persons 
dead and more than hundred others severely burnt  to several 
degrees.

THE GOVERNMENT OF Sierra Leone on Monday, 8 November 
began burying the dead in mass graves right in the same cemetery 
it had interred over 1,000 of its citizens who died as a result of a 
mudslide in 2017, according to the BBC. Reports say hospitals in 
Freetown, the capital, are overstretched with survivors from 
Friday's incident when a lorry collided with a tanker that 
subsequently exploded in the traffic. Hospitals are facing acute 
shortage of blood.

OUR HEART IS with the people of Sierra Leone as they mourn 
their lost relatives and friends. We urge them to take solace in 
God Almighty for the unfortunate tragedy and to learn lessons to 
avoid future occurrence.

THE GOVERNMENT OF President Julius Maada Bio has 
commissioned a task force to investigate and make 
recommendations that would avoid a repeat of such excruciating 
nightmare in the sisterly nation.

HERE IN LIBERIA, President George Manneh Weah has described 
the accident as a major tragedy for the West African region and 
extended heartfelt condolences to his counterpart, President 
Julius Maada Bio, the Government and people of Sierra Leone, 
families of the deceased, and all those impacted by the accident.

PRESIDENT WEAH OFFERED Liberia's full support and assistance, 
as the Sierra Leonean authorities begin efforts to treat the 
injured and recover the dead. “I am saddened by the dreadful 
loss of lives in Freetown, Sierra Leone, resulting from an 
explosion of a fuel tanker on Friday, November 5, 2021”,  Pres. 
Weah said in a press statement.

LIBERIA AND SIERRA Leone enjoy longstanding historic and 
cultural ties that date back to the 17th  and 18th centuries when 
both countries received free black slaves returning from America 
and the West Indies. Besides the two countries are members of 
the Mano River Union, a subregional bloc, including the larger 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the 
African Union, formerly the Organization of African Unity, 
respectively.

FRIDAY'S EXPERIENCE IS not unique to Sierra Leone, as West 
Africa and other parts of the Continent from time to time 
experience one disaster and another. Nigeria, Ghana and 
elsewhere in the region had suffered similar fate, leaving scores, 
if not hundreds, dead and families devastated. These tragedies 
usually happen as the result of allowing vehicles with 
combustible contents to ply in populated areas or poor handling 
of inflammable commodities.     

TRAGEDY OF SUCH proportion has a way of taken an entire 
nation and its people off balance, particularly small nations amid 
a global health pandemic that has devastated the world's 
economies and restricted movement or travel.

HOWEVER, AS IT is often said, every tragedy is accompanied by 
life-changing opportunities that should be exploited in order to 
move forward. It is our hope and prayers that in the midst of the 
lost characterized by pains, tears and gloom, the Government 
and people of Sierra Leone would break new grounds, put the 
past behind and look forward with hope and faith in God, the 
Sustainer, Healer and Comforter.
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Will France Derail West 
Africa's Common Currency?

By Simplice A. Asongu
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Dear Father:

You know, there is a lot going on in my village of late. I mean too many 
plenty things going on. I telling you mehn, Da na one day you will wake up 
from your bed and na hear noise. And da not just ordinary noise oo. They 
just there putting each other secrets outside calling each other all kina 
names as if they will never speak to each other again.

You want to tell me yor never had any good times, that you can 
remember to just go yor way and leave the orlor person if you think you 
na need them again.

Bor my son da politics na-you na know these people yeh?

No Father, da orlor politics there it too personal oo. No wonder this 
small village is like this. You look in your friend eyebolt-somebody who 
helped you when you were nothin then you say that politics bisnay you 
will call the person rogue, rogue and all kina names. Da just being 
ungrateful mehn.

And come to think of it Father, if you knew de man da rogue, and you took 
some of his booty-then you too, you who na? So what are you telling de 
orlor people dem that see you as somebody who get “integrity?”

Bor my son oo, where you ever see a hustler get integrity? The people can 
only make sweet mouth to get what they want and go by their own 
bisnay.

So wait oo, all the dirty clothes they washing on our village street na, da 
who will take them serious na? What make them think when we give them 
our village they will not be fighting among themselves every day for 
power?

Eh ehn, talking about people fighting among themselves for power, have 
you heard this orlor gees my Father? They say it was na easy the orlor 
day in front the Footballer oo. They say his strikers took it to the street 
right in front of him.

You say whatin? 

Father, this orlor gees too heavy for my mouth. They say they didn’t play 
there. They say they were calling each orlor all kinds of names-bag boy, 
medicine man and killer and all of that.

Bormy son then da na small trouble yor in there so. So wait oo, it look 
like somebody was crossing the line ehn?

Hmm, they say that small man who to the Alien them place there na want 
to respect himself. They say the man getting too close to the Footballer 
and the other two main man them na like the idea. 
Bor de thing da confusing me sef is how it started?

Father, you know plenty thing happening in this our village here at the 
same timena. And like our people always say-talk can bring talk. So you 
will never know that some kina talk na bring out all that anger there and 
they were just spilling their stomach out.

Um, they moh just take time with our lay village before they set it on fire 
for us-because the way things looking na, it is like all the grass under it 
dry and any little cigarette butt that will fall down on it, will destroy the 
entire village and we na ready for any of that.

This thin call power and money, our old people came they enjoyed it and 
left us with so, so old, old building in our village-making it more like a big 
slum already with no money to repair it. 

They better take time so we can manage it and leave it with our owner 
children in a more peaceful way then to send it back another 1000 years 
like our forefathers did to us and we can see anything to show for our 
age.

Lord, why people 
always do this?
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LANTA – Nearly thr e years a ter his failed r ance with Donald rum , T  e f b om T p
or h K rea  ictator Kim ong-un i on e aga n ang ng f r S attention. N t  o n d J s c i li o U  A or h Korea as te te  a ew, hi h-tech missile nd hin e  h t it m y agre  to N t  h s d n g a t d t a a e

restart ta s wit  South orea, where Pre dent Mo  Jae in desper tely wants to lk h K  si on - a
resuscitate his moribund t each to the North. t if Kim is ex ect ng a p sitiv  ou r   Bu  p i o e
reac ion from US President Joe Biden, h  should ’t hold h s b eath. With issue like t   e n i r s 
China and h  rebuilding f US allianc s toppi g Biden’ agenda  overtures to Ki  re t e o e n s ,  m a
un ikely.l

Kim’ og-e r d script is not elpin  his cause. The lat st dr ma h s un olded all toos d a e h g e a a f  
p edict bly. In ct e, Kim o-j g, Kim s sister nd the North’s spok sp rson onr a A  On Y on ’ a e e  
N rt -Sou h ff i s, averr d h t t e r gime mi h  be inter st d n iscuss ng ao h t  a a r e t a h e g t e e i d i  
p ac  reaty with South Korea – an idea tha  Moon himself h d pr posed ine e t t a o  
Sep e ber. She hastened to add, howeve , t at ou h Kor a will have to distancet m  r h S t  e   
itself rom US e ands for nu lear disarmament an  end joint military ex rcisesf d m c d e  
with US forces. 

Th  r d ctable saber-ra tli g c me a few days ater, in Act Two. Fo owi g the e p e i  t n a  l ll n  
announc m nt t at the regime had launch d  ne  h p rsonic missile and c r i d e e h e a w y e  a r e
o t a half-dozen other te s, K m took to the pod um (with is m ssilery i  the u  st i i h i n
backg ound) to out the or h s “worl  class defens  capabi ty.” Although t e den r t N t ’ d e li h Bi
dm nistration had se t “signals h t t is not hostile ” he decla ed that the North as a i n  t a i ,  r h
no re son to believe it.” By c alle ging S c edi ility, Kim wa all but aski g the “ a   h n U  r b s  n
ni ed Stat s o respon , dea ly by follo ing its Ko ean ally’ lead and ublicly U t e t d i l w r s  p
h ow ng a b ne hi way.t r i o s 

t t e new y slimme -down im sn’t the o ly on  r using an old script. Moon’s Bu  h l d K i n e e   
ffer to negotia e a peace tre ty as a pr lude to nu lear negot ations has een a o  t  a e c i b

perenn al feat re of or h South t lks. As if f llowing Kim Y jong s cue, Moon’s i  u N t - a o o- ’
Democ atic Part  ollowers duly play d the r pa t by c lli g for a suspensi n f r y f e i  r  a n  o o
milita y exercises and ther prec nditions for negotiations.r o o

Yet  i  sei ing on the pr spect of new nuc ar tal s, t e p litic l lea ership in Seoul , n z   o le k h o a d
se ms to ha e alr ady fo go ten wha  Kim said at N rt  orea’s E ghth Par y C ngress e v e r t  t o h K i t  o
in Jan ary: We must develop tactical nu lear w apons tha  c n be a plie  in u “  c e t a p d
di ferent e ns i  he modern war sic]… nd conti ue to push ahead w th t e f m a n t [ a n   i h
produc ion of super-large nuclear arhe ds.”t w a

As always, North K ea’s blandishments and bl st r re g ared t a d only o e goal: or u e a e  ow r n
to loosen h  vice o  ucle r r lated eco om c san tions. Despi e m kin  economi  t e f n a - e n i  c t  a g c
deve opment is do estic p i i y fiv  y ars ago, im has failed to improve basi  l h  m r or t  e e K c
living co d tion n the ountry. Battere  by floods, f d shortag s, and a pan e ic-n i s i  c d oo e d m
induce  lockd wn, is ini iati es – marke -b sed reforms, decentralized ecision-d o h t v t a d
making  nd mor  socia  investm nt – have stalled, tanking trade nd e onomic , a e l e a c
growth. Kim ac n wledg d as m ch at h  party c ngress i  January, emph sizing k o e u   t e o n a
the ne d for “se -re a ce” nd ex licitly sidelinin  re or .e lf li n a p g f m

Unfortunately for im, t ere is a ne  audience in the Wh te Hou , nd it is far  K h w  i se a
toug er than the i cu ben s in Seoul. peak ng efore a join  session of ongress in h  n m t  S i b t C
Ap i  den made lear h t Kim sho ld not e pec  the kind of pre-e ptive r l, Bi c t a u x t m
con essions that T ump of e ed a  h  summi s n S nga or  in 201  and Hanoi in c r f r t t e t i i p e 8  
2019. According o Bid n, t e US is prepared to ta  anytim  without preco d tion   t e h  lk e n i s
about the peninsula’s d nucleariza ion, u  there w ll be no man a ma o de l-e t  b t i o- - n a
making. As Biden press sec etary xpla ne  after hi speec , “We have nd ill’s r e i d s h   a w  
continue to c sult with the Republ c of Korea  Jap n, and othe  lli s at every step on i  , a r a e   
along t e way ”h .

Biden s prio i ies n Asia pose a big pr blem or Kim  n arl  October, C A Director’ r t i o f  . I e y I  
William Burns anno nc d h  crea ion of a new Ch na Missio  Ce ter and then u e t e t  i n n
disclose  that th  agen y’s or h Korea mission center will b  shu  dow . lthou h d  e c N t   e t n A g
coun rie l ke North K ea an  Ira  w ll r m in priorities, that work will be ab rb d t s i or d n i e a so e
in o t e agency’s regio al d visi ns. Acco din  t  a State Dep r men  of icial,  t h n i o r g o  a t t f US
in ellig nce agen ies “wi  conti ue to remain in cl  con ltation and co rd nat on t e c ll n ose su o i i
wit  ur So t  orean allies on issu s f mutual concern,  especially North Kor a.h o u h K e o ”  e

or Kim, the im lica ions of this eor ani ation are obv ous. Wh le Trump was willing F p t r g z i i
o ba k and on standing US a es or the sa e o  is m itry h ater, Biden insi s t c h l g lli f  k  f h su m t e st
n worki g closely with Am rica’s part er  T e onseque ce of this change a e o n e n s. h c n s  r
lready appar nt cross h  egion  In South Korea, conse vative politi ians a e a t e r .  r c
ampaig ing for ex  year’s r siden ial el cti n are callin  for gr ater pressure on c n n t p e t e o g e  
he North and o repa r tie with Jap n, which have be ome ba ly frayed u d r t t i  s a  c d  n e

Moon.

Similarly, i  his f r  conv rsation with Biden as J pan’ ne ly i st lled pr me n i st e a s w n a i
ministe , umi Kishida m h size  the impo tan e of allied cooper tion  r F o e p a d  r c a .
Reportedly s ngli g ou  the thr at from a nu lear-ar ed North Korea, he h ghli hted  i n t e c m i g
Ja an’s nee  f  stronger missile and naval defensep d or s.

Having failed to improve its economic prospects, North Korea is once again 
launching missiles and hoping that saber-rattling will lead to a loosening of 
international sanctions. But the United States and its allies are already familiar 
with this script and have decided to write a new one of their own.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

Twilight of the Kims?

By Kent Harrington



n international ministry, 
Messages de Vie Ministry has Aannounced a power- packed 

prophetic and prayer crusade in 
Liberia.

Pastor Mohammed Sanogo, 
founder, says the IN Liberia Impact 
Nations crusade under the theme 
"New Liberia with Jesus”, is a 
spiritual engagement with God to 
provide spiritual healing to the 
people of Liberia. The crusade runs 
from 24th – 26th November, 2021. 

 Addressing a press conference in 
Monrovia on Wednesday, November 
10, he said the crusade will provide 
free social services including free 
surgical operations and several other 
medical services, including food and 
non-food items to people in Ganta, 
Kakata, Monrovia Tubmanburg, 
respectively.

 "The crusade will bring revival to 
the people of Liberia, when the 
mindset of the people changed, 
Liberia will be a great nation, the 
mindset will change and people will 
behave differently”, Pastor Sanogo 
says.

 "In Kakat we have program for 
children, giving school kids materials for 
school which will be from 17 to 19 
November.”

 He discloses that from 24- 26 
November, the crusade will be in 
Monrovia but it is ongoing in Ganta, 
Nimba County this week where the 
Church will conduct free surgeries and 
program for kids, adding that doctors 
came ahead and conducted survey  of 
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h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives has Ti n s t r u c t e d  i t s  

committee on Mines and 
Energy, Claims and Petition, 
Judiciary and Ways, Means and 
Finance to review a recent 
petition from Climate Justice 
Activists in Monrovia.

M a k i n g  t h e  m o t i o n  
Thursday, 11 November Bong 
C o u n t y  d i s t r i c t # 1  
Representative Albert Hill, 
moved that the petition be 
sent to these committees for a 
way forward and that they 
shall report to Plenary within 
two weeks.

Climate Justice Activists, a 
local group on Tuesday, 
November 9, 2021 petitioned 
the Liberian Legislature, 

c a l l i n g  f o r  b u d g e t a r y  
i n c r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
Environmental Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  to  ra i se  
awareness and promote 
Climate Justice Systems that 
support urgent action to 
eradicate, reduce emissions 
and promote healthy climate 
systems across Liberia.

In their petition, the 
activists note that Liberia 
faces significant risks as a 
result of climate change owing 
to the fact that there is a high 
level of dependence on 
climate sensitive activities 
such as rain fed agriculture 
which makes the country 
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  c l i m a t e  
variability and change higher 
temperature, more extreme 
weather event such as heavy 

rains and rising sea level. 
According to them, the 

economy is challenged due to 
decline in productive capacity 
especially, in the agriculture 
sector, huge infrastructure 
investment along the coastline 
(seaports, hospitals, schools, 
hotels etc) are also at a huge risk 
of being destroyed by sea 
erosion.

They add that classic 
example of threats to critical 
infrastructure are found at two 
of Liberia’s premier health 
facilities (JFK and Redemption 
hospitals) which are seriously 
threatened by sea erosion. 
Involuntary migration due to 
coastal erosion, flooding and 
drought triggers disputes over 

land and other resources which 
has security implications.

The petitioners explain that 
the agriculture sector which 
accounts for about 70 percent of 
jobs and over 90 percent of total 
export earning, is even more 
vulnerable to a changing climate 
that is leading to intensification 
of food insecurities and loss of 
revenue.

At the same time they call on 
the National Legislature that the 
Ganta declaration on nationally 
determined contributions are 
considered and an inclusive 
policy blue print that promotes 
and regulates Climate Justice to 
eradicate bad system and ensure 
the safety of Liberian citizens 
including persons living with 
disabilities and vulnerable 
groups be developed.

i g h  P o w e r  
Exploration has Hannounced positive 

results of its pre-feasibility 
study for the Nimba Iron Ore 
Project in the Republic of 
Guinea with direct shipping 
ore via rail from the Nimba 
project site in Guinea 
through Liberia to the 

Buchanan Port.
S tudy  con f i rms  the  

viability of developing 
Nimba’s world class high-
grade, low impurity and 
direct shipping ore deposit. A 
re lea se  i s sued  on  11  
November 2021 says the 
feasibility study is expected 

to be completed in early 2023.
Guy de Selliers, Chairman of 

Société des Mines de Fer de 
G u i n é e  ( S M F G )  a n d  
MamadyYoula, CEO of SMFG, 
announced  Thur sday,  11  
November, the positive findings 
of its Pre-Feasibility Study for 
the Nimba Iron Ore Project in 

Guinea (2021 PFS). SMFG is an 
85% owned subsidiary of High 
Power Exploration (HPX).

The 2021 PFS was led by 
independent engineering firm 
Hatch Ltd of Toronto, Canada 
and evaluated the development 
of a mine, rail and port 
infrastructure to export up to 30 

million tonnes per annum 
(Mtpa) of direct shipping ore 
via rail from the Nimba 
project site in Guinea through 
Liberia to the Buchanan Port. 

The Hatch led team 
included SRK Consulting (UK) 
Limited, Fluor Corporation, 
Golder Associates, China 
H a r b o u r  E n g i n e e r i n g  
Company Limited, China 
Railway Liuyuan Group Co. 
Ltd and CCCC First Harbour 
Consultants Co. Ltd.

Highlights of the 2021 PFS 
include:

A robust rate of return on a 
f o r e c a s t e d  l o n g - t e r m  
benchmark iron ore price of 
US$76 per tonne ($/t), which 
compares with the current 
spot price which is in excess of 
US$94 per tonne. This spot 
price does not take into 
account the current premium 
paid for the high quality iron 
ore product that Nimba will 
produce, which is an average 
premium of approximately 
18%.

Total project development 
costs are estimated at 
US$2.77 billion (including 
direct capital costs plus all 
engineering, owners cost, 
contingencies and taxes). 
Direct capital costs for rail 
and port development in 
Liberia is estimated at more 
than US$600 million.

Project operating costs are 
estimated to be below 

he United States 
E m b a s s y  n e a r  TMonrovia is urging 

the Liberian Government to 
redouble its efforts to 
s t r e n g t h e n  a r e a s  o f  
governance identified in the 
M i l l e n n i u m  C h a l l e n g e  
Corporation (MCC) scorecard.

The  Emba s s y  u r ge s  
particular focus on taking 
concrete steps to combat 
corruption.

A d d r e s s i n g  a  p r e s s  
conference Wednesday, 10 
Novembe r  2 021 ,  U . S .  
Ambassador to Liberia Michel 
A. McCarthy said not only 
would concrete gains in 
combating corruption greatly 
improve Liberia's chance of 
being awarded a second MCC 
compact, it would be low 
h a n g i n g  f r u i t  f o r  
demonstrated progress  
toward pledged goals in this 
year's summit for democracy.

“Yesterday the MCC 

published on its website the 
scorecard of 66 candidate 
countries including Liberia. I 
regret to inform you that for the 
fourth year in a row Liberia did 
not pass its scorecard, meeting 

o n l y  n i n e  o f  t h e  2 0  
indicators,’’ Amb. McCarthy 
said.

He  added  t ha t  t he  
scorecard is not an indicator 
of failure, but it helps 
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US$18/tonne, and the 2021 
PFS assumes construction 
starts in 2023.

The operating cost estimate 
assumes, among other things, 
that access fees will be paid to 
the Government of Liberia, as 
the owner of the existing rail 
line (which is currently 
operated by ArcelorMittal 
L i be r i a ) ,  i n  l i ne  w i th  
established international 
principles.

Formal legally valid 2 
authorisations for movement 
of ore through Liberia were 
o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  
Government of Guinea in 
December 2020 and from the 
Government of Liberia in 
August 2021. 

The exact parameters of 
this non-discriminatory, multi-
user access agreement are 
currently under negotiation.

Under the development 
plan set forth in the 2021 PFS, 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  
infrastructure investment will 
be made in Liberia by the 
subsidiary company Ivanhoe 
Liberia in order to facilitate 
the transportation of ore to 
the Buchanan Port from the 
mine site. 

This includes the expansion 
of the capacity of the existing 
rail infrastructure between 
Tokadeh in Liberia and the 
Buchanan Port, which spans 
some 243 kilometres. 

T h i s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  r a i l  
infrastructure alongside an 
abandoned rail right-of-way 
from Tokadeh to Yekepa as well 
as a significant expansion of 
the Port of Buchanan through 
the construction of a new 
berth and bulk material 
handling facilities. 

This rehabilitation and 
expansion will also provide for 
passenger and light freight rail 
access, which could contribute 
significantly to regional trade 
and economic development.

The development of the 
Nimba Iron Ore Project is 
estimated to create 2,000 
direct permanent jobs, of 
which approximately 1,500 
would be in Guinea and 500 in 
Liberia.

It will help support indirect 
secondary employment in both 
countries. As such, the Project 
will be a catalyst for regional 
development with long-term 
su s ta i nab le  commun i t y  
benefits in health, education, 
s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
entrepreneurship.

Guy de Selliers, Chairman 
of SMFG commented: “The 
Nimba Iron Ore deposit is 
renowned for its very high 
grade, as well as for its 
p r o x i m i t y  t o  e x i s t i n g  
infrastructure.”

“Bringing the Project’s high 
grade, low impurity iron ore to 

global markets craving this type 
of ore to make steel that has a 
lower carbon footprint, which 
now being demanded, will 
require access to the Liberian 
transport infrastructure.” 

T h e  S M F G  C h a i r m a n  
expressed confidence that 
satisfactory agreements for this 
purpose will be reached with the 
Government of Liberia which is 
fully aware of the massive 
benefits of this project for the 
people of Liberia.

He said this project will help 
develop this part of West Africa 
into a significant iron ore 
producing area for the benefit of 
local and regional stakeholders 
across both Guinea and Liberia.

The rights to the Nimba Iron 
Ore Project are held by SMFG, a 
subsidiary of HPX. HPX is a well 
funded U.S. incorporated 
company, founded by Robert 
Friedland and Ivanhoe Capital 
Corporation. Over his multi-
decade career, Mr. Friedland has 
found and developed some of 
the largest, most prominent 
mines across the world.

He is currently Executive Co-
Chairman of Ivanhoe Mines Ltd., 
which has recently brought into 
commercial production the 
ultra-high-grade Kamoa-Kakula 
c o p p e r  d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
which is ranked today as the 
world’s fourth largest copper 
deposit.

Ivanhoe Mines i s  a lso 
developing the Platreef Project 
in South Africa, which at its final 
projected production rate would 
be the largest primary platinum 
group metals mine in the world.

HPX completed a US$200 
million equity financing in 2021 
from several leading U.S. and 
international institutional 
investors.

The Nimba Iron Ore Project is 
located in the Guinean Nimba 
Mountains, in south-eastern 
Guinea, adjacent to the Liberian 
and Ivorian borders. It is a Tier 1 
deposit containing extremely 
high grade, low impurity, direct 
shipping ore and is considered 
one of the best undeveloped iron 
ore resources in the world. 

The use of such high-grade 
ore is an essential component of 
the fight to reduce energy 
consumpt ion  and  g loba l  
warming emissions during the 
steel making process. 

The mine contemplated in 
the 2021 PFS will be adjacent to 
a UNESCO World Heritage site, in 
an area which has been set aside 
for mine development by the 
Guinean Government in a formal 
agreement concluded with 
UNESCO. 

The 2021 PFS seeks to 
minimize the impact of mining in 
the buffer zone surrounding the 
site as well as to enhance the 
protection of the World Heritage 
Site 3 itself. 

o celebrate Global 
Entrepreneurship TWeek 2021, USAID 

Deputy Mission Director 
Rebekah Eubanks and U.S. 
Embassy Monrovia staff 
joined a group of small- and 
medium-business owners at 
SMART Liberia on the evening 
of November 10 for a 
networking club.

The United States is proud 
to  be  a  key  pa r tne r  
s u p p o r t i n g  L i b e r i a ’ s  
economic growth, whether 
by supporting programs that 
improve  the  bu s i ne s s  
climate, helping U.S. and 
international businesses find 
opportunities to invest in 

Liberia and its people, or by 
supporting Liberian businesses 
through programs like the two 
$20 million credit facilities with 
t h e  L i b e r i a  E n t e r p r i s e  
Development Finance Company 
and International Bank.

Deputy Director Eubanks 
remarked during the event that 
the health of Liberia’s economy 

will depend on the ease of doing 
business in the country, 
especially for those starting a 
new venture.  “The truth is,” 
Deputy Director Eubanks said, 
“the U.S. Embassy can only do so 
much.  It will be the ingenuity 
and persistence of small business 
owners just like yourself that 

will lead to a strong Liberian 
economy.  Our goal, like 
yours, is a prosperous and 
self-reliant Liberia.”

The U.S. Embassy assists 
entrepreneurship in Liberia in 
a number of ways.  The Young 
African Leadership Initiative’s 
Mandela Washington Fellow 
program includes a special 
track just for promising young 
Liberians pursuing careers in 
business.  Every year, we 
s e l e c t  L i b e r i a n s  w i t h  
demonstrated commitment to 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  o n  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V i s i t o r  
Leadership Program projects 
to help them connect with 
other entrepreneurs in the 
United States and around the 
world.  USAID is working to 
develop entrepreneurial skills 
for young farmers and 
s u p p o r t i n g  c a p a c i t y  
development and access to 
finance for micro, small, and 
medium enterprises.

One example of a recent 
successful collaboration is 
between USAID, Liberian palm 
oil health and beauty product-
maker J-Palm Liberia, and 
Ghanaian palm oil processer 8 
Degrees North.  A $1.1 million 
co-investment grant from 
USAID’s West Africa Trade & 
Investment Hub is expected to 
create 6,000 new jobs in 
Liberia and Ghana and 
generate $900,000 in sales for 
smallholder famers thanks to 
new exports to the United 
States.

countries understand which 
government areas need 
attention in order to qualify 
for a compact. 

He said Liberia scored 
quite well in some very 
important indicators that 
other countries struggle to 
pass, including political 
rights, civil liberties and 
freedom of information.

Meanwhile, Liberia has 
been selected to participate 
in the upcoming summit for 
democracy which will run 
from 9 to 10 December 2021.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A m b .  
McCarthy, this first summit 
will bring together leaders 

virtually from government, civil 
society and the private sector to 
set forth an affirmative agenda 
for democratic renewal and to 
tackle through collective action 
the greatest threats faced by 
democracies today.

He said it is important to note 
that the Summit for Democracy 
is not a celebration for world 
l eade r s  to  cong ra tu l a te  
themselves on a job well done.

Instead, the U.S. Envoy said it 
is a call to renewed action 
because democracies by their 
nature are constant works in 
progress, very much including 
the U.S. own.

He explained that the summit 

will be an opportunity for 
participants to commit to 
meaningful new action that 
combats authoritarianism, 
defends against corruption 
and promotes respect for 
human rights at home and 
abroad.

He indicated that they are 
looking forward to hearing 
what ambitious commitments 
w i l l  be  made  by  the  
government of Liberia, 
expressing hope that the 
media take note of the 
commitments made by the 
government and follow their 
progress.--Edited by Winston 
W. Parley
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Le peuple Sierra-Léonais est toujours dans un état de choc à la 
suite de l'explosion d'un camion-citerne qui s’est produit le 
vendredi 5 novembre 2021, faisant plus d'une centaine de morts et 
de gravement brûlées à plusieurs degrés.

Le gouvernement de la Sierra Leone a commencé le lundi 8 
novembre à enterrer les morts dans des fosses communes dans le 
même cimetière où il avait enterré plus de 1 000 de ses citoyens 
décédés à la suite d'une coulée de boue en 2017, selon la BBC. Les 
rapports indiquent que les hôpitaux de Freetown, la capitale, sont 
submergés de survivants de l'incident de vendredi. 

Un camion-citerne est entré en collision avec un autre camion et a 
ensuite explosé en pleine circulation. Les hôpitaux sont confrontés 
à une grave pénurie de sang.

Nos pensées vont ainsi à l’endroit du peuple sierra-léonais qui 
pleure ses morts. Nous les exhortons à trouver du réconfort auprès 
de Dieu Tout-Puissant pour la malheureuse tragédie et à tirer des 
leçons pour éviter qu’un tel acte ne se reproduise.

Le gouvernement du président Julius Maada Bio a mis en place une 
commission d’enquête qui doit mener des investigations et faire 
des recommandations afin d’éviterque ce cauchemar aussi atroce 
ne se répète dans cette nation sœur.

Ici, au Libéria, le président George Manneh Weah a qualifié 
l'accident de tragédie majeure pour la région de l'Afrique de l'Ouest 
et a présenté ses sincères condoléances à son homologue, le 
président Julius Maada Bio, au gouvernement et au peuple sierra-
léonais, aux familles des défunts et à tous ceux qui sont touchés par 
l'accident.
Le président Weah a offert le plein soutien et l'assistance du 
Libéria, alors que les autorités sierra-léonaises commencent à 
s'efforcer de soigner les blessés et de récupérer les morts. « Je suis 
attristé par la terrible perte des vies humaines à Freetown, en 
Sierra Leone, suite à l'explosion d'un camion-citerne transportant 
du carburant le vendredi 5 novembre 2021 », a dit le président 
Weah dans un communiqué de presse.

Le Libéria et la Sierra Leone entretiennent des liens historiques et 
culturels qui remontent des XVIIe et XVIIIe siècles, lorsque les deux 
pays ont reçu gratuitement des esclaves noirs de retour d'Amérique 
et des Antilles. En outre, les deux pays sont membres de l'Union du 
fleuve Mano, de la Communauté économique des États de l'Afrique 
de l'Ouest (CEDEAO) et de l'Union africaine, anciennement connue 
sous l’appellation Organisation de l'unité africaine.

L'expérience de vendredi n'est pas unique à la Sierra Leone, car 
l'Afrique de l'Ouest et d'autres parties du continent connaissent de 
temps à autre une catastrophe et une autre. Le Nigeria, le Ghana et 
ailleurs dans la région ont subi le même sort, faisant des dizaines, 
voire des centaines de morts et des familles dévastées. Ces 
tragédies se produisent généralement à la suite de la circulation de 
véhicules contenant du combustible dans des zones peuplées ou 
d'une mauvaise manipulation de produits inflammables.

Une tragédie d'une telle ampleur est capable de déséquilibrer une 
nation entière et sa population, en particulier les petites nations 
au milieu d'une pandémie mondiale qui a dévasté les économies du 
monde et restreint les déplacements et les voyages.

Cependant, comme on le dit souvent, chaque tragédie 
s'accompagne d'opportunités qui changent la vie et qui doivent 
être exploitées pour aller de l'avant. C'est notre espoir et nos 
prières qu'au milieu des pertes caractérisées par la douleur, les 
larmes et la tristesse, le gouvernement et le peuple de la Sierra 
Leone innovent, mettent le passé derrière et regardent vers 
l'avenir avec espoir et foi en Dieu, le Soutien, Guérisseur et 
Consolateur.

Éditorial
n consortium dirigé 
p a r  C E R A T H  UDevelopmentOrgani

zation a officiellement lancé 
le Projet de transformation 
du manioc (CASTRAP), à 
l'hôtel Corina de Monrovia, le 
28 octobre 2021. CASTRAP est 
la composante nationale 
libérienne du Programme 
pour la compétitivité de 
l'Afrique de l'Ouest (WACOMP) 
f i n a n c é  p a r  l ' U n i o n  
européenne, dans le cadre du 
11eFonds européen de 
développement.

CASTRAP est l'une des 16 
composantes nationales 
dirigée au niveau régional par 
la Commission de la CEDEAO. 
Elle vise à améliorer la 
contribution des chaînes de 
valeur sélectionnées à la 
croissance durable et au 
c l i m a t  d e s  a f f a i r e s  
conformément aux politiques 
régionales. Le lancement 
s'est déroulé en présence de 
l'ambassadeur d'Allemagne 
au Libéria, du vice-ministre 
d e  l ' I n d u s t r i e ,  d e s  
représentants du ministère 
du Commerce et de l'Industrie 
et du ministère des Finances 

et de la Planification du 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t ,  d e s  
représentants  de l 'Union 
européenne (UE), du Programme 
des Nations Unies pour le 
développement, du Programme 
alimentaire mondial des Nations 
Unies, de l’Agence des États-
Unis pour le développement 
international, agro-industries, 
d e s  O N G  l o c a l e s  e t  

internationales et la presse.
S ' exp r imant  l o r s  du  

lancement du projet, Madame 
Stefania Marrone, chef de la 
section des infrastructures, 
représentant la délégation de 
l 'Union européenne au 
Libéria, a salué les approches 
a g r o - i n d u s t r i e l l e s  e t  
régionales la CASTRAP. Mme 

Le juge du tribunal civil 
Kennedy Peabody a convoqué 
le parlement libérien à la 
suite des plaintes des juges et 
des magistrats qui s’insurgent 
contre la réduction de leurs 
salaires et indemnités.

Selon le juge Peabody, 
l'acte de la Chambre des 
représentants et du Sénat 
libérien ont enfreint l'article 
72 (a) de la Constitution 
libérienne.

 L a  d i s p o s i t i o n  
constitutionnelle citée par le 

juge Peabody stipule que la Cour 
suprême et tous les autres juges 
r e c e v r o n t  l e s  s a l a i r e s ,  
indemnités et avantages fixés 
par la loi. Ces salaires sont 
soumis à des impôts tels que 
définis par la loi, à condition 
qu'ils ne soient diminués 
autrement.

 En outre, la disposition 
stipule que les indemnités et 
prestations versées aux juges de 
la Cour suprême et aux juges des 
tribunaux inférieurs peuvent 
être augmentées par la loi mais 

ne peuvent être diminuées, 
sauf dans le cadre d'un 
p r o g r a m m e  n a t i o n a l  
promulgué par le pouvoir 
législatif ; ces allocations et 
avantages ne sont pas non 
plus imposables.

La décision du juge 
Peabody de convoquer le 
pouvoir législatif intervient 
suite à une requête en 
jugement déclaratoire que 
plusieurs juges ont déposée.

Le pouvoir législatif a 
adopté la loi de 2019 sur la 
n o r m a l i s a t i o n  d e  l a  
rémunération nationale dans 
le but d'harmoniser les 
salaires, les indemnités et les 
avantages de tous les agents 
publics et les employés de 
l’Etat. Il consistait à réduire 
ou à augmenter dans la 
mesure du possible les 
salaires.

Les juges des tribunaux 
subordonnés auraient été 
placés sous la tutelle du 
pouvoir exécutif. C’est ce 
qu’ils dénoncent. Citant 
l'article 13.4 (2) (1) de la 
nouvelle loi judiciaire, les 
juges ont fait valoir que les 
salaires des juges et des 
magistrats stipendiaires sont 
fixés par la loi et sont assurés 
par des crédits budgétaires 
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AOUNDÉ – Un sommet France-
Afrique sans précédent s'est tenu Ydébut octobre à Montpellier en 

France. Pour la première fois depuis le 
début de ces sommets en 1973, aucun chef 
d'État africain n'a été invité. Au lieu de 
cela, le président français Emmanuel 
Macron s'est entretenu avec des étudiants, 
des entrepreneurs, des artistes et des 
athlètes. Le but de ce rassemblement 
consistait à trouver des moyens de « 
reconstruire » la relation entre la France 
et l'Afrique, en particulier à la lumière du 
ressentiment anti-français croissant dans 
de nombreux pays francophones du 
continent.

Mais il y a des raisons de douter de la 
sincérité de l'initiative française visant à 
rétablir les relations avec ses anciennes 
colonies africaines, en particulier compte 
tenu de l'intervention de Macron dans la 
création d'une nouvelle monnaie 
commune pour l'Afrique de l'Ouest.

En juin 2019, après près de 30 ans de 
discussions et de multiples échéances non 
respectées, les 15 membres de la 
Communauté économique des États de 
l'Afrique de l'Ouest (CEDEAO) ont annoncé 
que leur nouvelle monnaie prévue, 
baptisée éco, serait introduite en 2020. 
Mais lors d'une conférence de presse 
commune en décembre avec le Président 
Alassane Ouattara de Côte d'Ivoire, 
Macron a déclaré qu'en 2020, les huit pays 
francophones d'Afrique de l'Ouest (Bénin, 
Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinée-
Bissau, Mali, Niger, Sénégal et Togo) 
retireraient leur monnaie commune, le 
franc CFA d'Afrique de l'Ouest, pour la 
remplacer par une nouvelle monnaie – 
également appelée éco. Cette déclaration 
a surpris les sept autres pays de la 
CEDEAO, principalement anglophones, 
puisqu'elle contredit directement la 
feuille de route pour une nouvelle 
monnaie fixée six mois auparavant.

En surface, il y a une certaine logique à ce 
nouveau développement. Les huit pays 
francophones partagent déjà une 
monnaie, donc théoriquement ils doivent 
être mieux préparés à faire partie d'une 
Union monétaire. Après la déclaration de 
Macron, il a été question que les sept 
autres pays commencent d'abord par 
former une Union monétaire entre eux. 
Une fois que cette Union aura fait ses 
preuves, il sera beaucoup plus facile pour 
ces pays de rejoindre l'éco. Mais dans la 
pratique, la création de l'éco ouest-
africain sert à créer des relations plus 
étroites entre ces pays et la France, plutôt 
qu'avec leurs voisins africains.

En plus de changer le nom de la monnaie 
ouest-africaine, la déclaration de Macron et 
Ouattara stipulait que les pays utilisant le 
nouvel éco ne seraient plus tenus de 
conserver la moitié de leurs réserves en 
France et que la France ne serait pas 
impliquée dans la gestion de la nouvelle 
monnaie. Mais alors que le plan pour l'éco de 
la CEDEAO prévoyait un taux de change 
flexible, le nouvel éco, comme le franc CFA, 
serait lié à l'euro et la France resterait le 
garant de sa convertibilité.

L'annonce de Macron et Ouattara a suscité 
un tollé dans la région. Peu après cette 
annonce, le président du Ghana, Nana 
Akufo-Addo, a affirmé que son pays était 
prêt à rejoindre une nouvelle Union 
monétaire – mais pas selon les termes établis 
par Macron et Ouattara. En janvier 2020, six 
pays principalement anglophones d'Afrique 
de l'Ouest – Gambie, Ghana, Guinée, 
Libéria, Nigéria et Sierra Leone – ont publié 
une déclaration commune dénonçant le 
programme de Macron et Ouattara. En juin 
2020, le président nigérian Muhammadu 
Bahari a tweeté que la décision des pays 
francophones de créer une nouvelle 
m o n n a i e  c o m m u n e  i m p l i q u a i t  
unilatéralement un manque de confiance 
dans les autres partenaires de la CEDEAO et 
a indiqué que son pays, qui représente 70 % 
du produit intérieur brut de la CEDEAO, ne 
s'y joindrait pas.

À l'heure où la pandémie de COVID-19 
continue de sévir en Afrique de l'Ouest, de 
nombreux économistes estiment que la 
région doit se concentrer sur la reprise 
économique plutôt qu'élaborer des projets 
de lancement d'une nouvelle monnaie. 
Néanmoins, à la fin du mois de mai 2021, un 
symposium, les États généraux de l'Eco, s'est 
tenu à Lomé, au Togo, pour discuter de la fin 
du franc CFA et de l'introduction de l'éco. La 
déclaration publiée à la fin du symposium a 
confirmé le plan présenté pour la première 
fois par Macron et Ouattara en décembre 
2019 et l'intention des États francophones 
d'Afrique de l'Ouest d'aller de l'avant.

Puis, en juin 2021, les pays de la CEDEAO ont 
organisé un sommet à Accra, au Ghana, où ils 
ont annoncé un nouveau calendrier pour 
leur éco. Il devrait maintenant être mis en 
place en 2027. Jean-Claude Kassi Brou, 
président de la Commission de la CEDEAO a 
imputé ce retard à la pandémie.

Comment l'éco de la CEDEAO va interagir 
avec l'éco utilisé en Afrique de l'Ouest 
francophone ? Cela reste une question 
ouverte. Et la réponse dépend peut-être de 
la sincérité de la France dans le 
rééquilibrage de ses relations avec ses 
anciennes colonies.

FrançaisFrançais
s'appuyer sur les structures 
existantes pour transformer de 
manière compétitive la chaîne 
de valeur du manioc au-delà de 
la production primaire. Il a en 
o u t r e  n o t é  l o r s  d e  l a  
présentation des résultats de 
base lors du lancement que le 
projet adopte une approche par 
comté pour transformer le 
secteur du manioc dans le Sud-
Est.

Le projet d'un montant de 5 
624 740 millions d'euros est mis à 
d i s p o s i t i o n  p a r  C E R AT H  
DevelopmentOrganization avec 
le Rural Integrated Centre for 
Community Empowerment, 
Conservation Alliance Liberia et 
the Center for Enterprise 
Learning. Le projet est mis en 
œuvre dans le sud-est du 
Libéria, notamment dans les 
comtés de Grand Kru, Grand 
Gedeh, Maryland, Sinoe et River 
Gee.

C E R A T H  
DevelopmentOrganization est 
une organisation à but non 
lucratif qui vise à catalyser le 
développement en Afrique. Le 
CERATH compte cinq (5) grands 
domaines d'intervention. Il s'agit 
notamment de l'agriculture et de 
la foresterie, de la pêche, des 
énergies renouvelables, de 
l'eau, de l'assainissement et de 
l'hygiène (WASH) et de la finance 
i n c l u s i v e .  L a  C D O  e s t  
opérationnel au Ghana, au 
Libéria, au Kenya et en Sierra 
Leone.

 Les juges soutiennent qu'à 
l'exception du président et du 
vice-président de la République 
du Libéria et du juge en chef et 
des juges associés de la Cour 
s u p r ê m e ,  a u c u n  a u t r e  
fonctionnaire ou employé de 
l’Etat ne devrait recevoir de 
sa la i re ,  d ' i ndemni tés  et  
d'avantages supérieurs à ce qui 
est payé aux juges.

Marrone a souligné que l'UE 
s'est engagée à soutenir le 
développement du Libéria en 
mettant l'accent sur la chaîne 
de valeur, l'agro-industrie et 
le commerce de l'agriculture 
au Libéria.

L ' h o n o r a b l e  Ro b e r t  
Fagans, vice-ministre de la 
p l a n i f i c a t i o n  e t  d u  
développement au ministère 
d e  l ' A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a  
officiellement lancé le Projet 
de transformation du manioc 
au nom du ministre de 
l'Agriculture. Il a applaudi le 
projet dont l’objectif est 
d’'exhorter les agriculteurs à 
reconnaître l'agriculture 
comme une entreprise. Il a 
déclaré que le gouvernement 
du Libéria donne la priorité à 
l'agriculture dans le cadre de 
son programme en faveur des 
p a u v r e s  p o u r  l e  
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  e t  l a  
prospérité.

M. Isaac Donkor, le chef de 
projet CASTRAP, a déclaré 
pour sa part que le projet vise 
à améliorer la compétitivité 
et l'intégration régionale du 
secteur du manioc au Libéria 
grâce à une approche de 
chaîne de valeur axée sur la 
production soutenue, la 
v a l e u r  a j o u t é e ,  
l'entrepreneuriat et les 
marchés durables. Il a ajouté 
que CASTRAP présente une 
opportunité de jeter les bases 
et, dans certaines régions, de 

annuels.
L e s  p é t i t i o n n a i r e s  

estiment que la partie 111, 
section 1 (c) de la loi de 2019 
sur la normalisation de la 
rémunération nationale, qui 
place les juges dans la même 
catégorie de ministres, porte 
atteinte à l'indépendance 
j u d i c i a i r e  e t  e s t  
inconstitutionnelle.
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La France va-t-elle faire dérailler la 
monnaie commune de l'Afrique de l'Ouest ?

By Simplice A. Asongu

Un projet de transformation 
du manioc d’un coût 

Salaires des magistrats : 
Le pouvoir législatif 
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Judge Nuta with removal from 
his post. 

In the complaint, Madam 
Flomo, who is visiting Liberia, 
said she was constrained to take 
the legal action due to Senator 
Teahjay’s action against her. 

She narrated that Teahjay had 
promised to use his legislative 
immunity to clear her vehicle 
from the Freeport  of  Monrovia  
after  she was  introduced to him 
by the lawmaker’s brother, 

Patrick  Teahjay  who also  is a 
resident of the  United  States  
of  America. 

Madam  Patricia  Flomo  said 
Senator  Teahjay  cleared  her  
vehicle  in  early  March  this 
year. 

She said she instructed that 
the vehicle be turned over to her 
late father, but the Senator 
allegedly refused to do so. 

She alleged that Senator 

  Liberian  female  
residing  in  the  AUnited  States  of 

America  has written  a 
formal complaint before 
Criminal Court “B”  against 
Sinoe  County Senator Milton  
Teahjay, accusing him of 
deceitfully obtaining her 
motor vehicle and refusing to 
turn it over to her. 

Based on the complaint 
filed by Madam Patricia 

Flomo, Criminal Court “B” 
Resident Judge Koiboi K. Nuta 
cited Mr. Teahjay and the 
complainant, Patricia Flomo, 
t o  a p p e a r  i n  c o u r t  
Wednesday, 10 November 
2021 in the Judge’s Chamber. 

Howeve r  t he  S i n oe  
Senator did not show up for 
the meeting at the court, and 
i n s t e a d ,  w r o t e  a  
communication threatening 

Teahjay had insisted that the 
car belonged to him. 

Further, Madam Flomo said 
when Senator  Teahjay’s  
lawyer,  Arthur  Johnson  was  
contacted, he arranged  a 
conference  wherein  she 
produced all legitimate  
documents  regarding  her 
ownership  of the car. 

"It will shock you to know 
that the Senator falsified all 
the car documents and had it 
registered in his name,” she 
alleged. 

In his response to the 
court’s citation, Teahjay said 
he acknowledged the citation 
from the Office of the Judge 
of Criminal Court  “B”. 

The Communication  which  
is  under  the signature  of 
Teahjay’s Chief  of Office  
Staff informed Judge  Nuta 
that  the  Legislature  is in 
session  and that  the  citation  
is in clear  contravention  of 
the  Senator’s  immunity  as 
enshrined  in Article  42 of the  
Constitution  of Liberia. 

"The  Senator  would  also  
have  me inform  you for  
onward  information to Judge  
Nuta that considering the 
citation,  it interfered  with  
and or obstructed  the 
Senator’s  Legislative  duties 
and  responsibi l it ies,” 
Teahjay’s office said. 

It warned that “Judge  
Natu could  be cited  for  
contempt  of the  Liberian  
Senate  and  removed  from  
office  at its  next  session  
should  he repeat this  
violation by citing  a Senator  
Sitting  in Legislative  Session  
as is provided  for by  Section  
31 of the Legislative  Law.”--
Edited by Winston W. Parley

Tonpoe considered Mr. 
Jeety’s undertakings as a 
welcoming gesture, saying the 
government welcomes it and 
apprec iates  the  Ind ian  
philanthropist.

During one of his visits at 
the facility in October this 
year, Mr. Jeety committed to 
work with the relevant 
authorities to restore pipe-
borne water at the Monrovia 
Central Prison (MCP).

Jeety assured that the 
water system will be restored 
during the next round of his 
food distribution exercise 
which is expected this 
November 2021.

Mr. Jeety started the 
feeding program for old folks 
and disadvantaged youth a few 
years back, and he intensified 
the exercise during the 
outbreak of the Coronavirus 

inconsistency, be void and of 
no legal effect. The Supreme 
Court, pursuant to its power of 
judicial review, is empowered 
to declare any inconsistent 
laws unconstitutional.

The Bill having been passed 
by the House will be forwarded 
to the Senate for concurrence 
(full bill on page 5).

The particular bill in 
question is also being back by 
the All-Liberian Conference on 
Dual Citizenship (ALCOD), 
which includes the Union of 
Liberian Associations in the 
Americas (ULAA), European 
Federat ion  of  L iber ian  
Associations (EFLA), Liberian 
Advocacy for Change (LAFC), 
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L i b e r i a  
Communities in Australia 
(FLCA), United Liberian 
Association of Ghana (ULAG), 
Liberian Association of Canada 
(LAC), and Conference of 
Liberian Organizations in the 
Southwestern United States of 
America (CLOSUSA). ALCOD 
represents more than 500,000 
Liber ians l iv ing in the 
diaspora. 

The submission of the bill 
came few days after it was 
published in the media that 
some diaspora Liberians, who 

crisi in Liberia when food was 
needed more.

Mr. Jeety and his Jeety 
Trading Corporation’s home - 
c o o k e d  f r e e  h o t  m e a l  
distribution campaign is said to 
have reached an estimated 
307,000 persons since he began 
the exercise.

In addition to providing food 
for inmates, Jeety has also been 
helping the prison authorities 
with mattresses, utensils, anti - 
Covid - 19 materials and other 
necessities to boost their work.

“For every time that we call 
on him, he has made it a routine 
aspect of his operation that 
every month he pays a visit to 
the Monrovia Central Prison and 
his visit is always felt by these 
gestures,” said Col. Varney 
Lake, Superintendent of the 
Monrovia Central Prison during 
one of Jeety’s visit there in 

became fed up with “lack of 
action and will”, had called on 
Montserrado County Senator 
Abraham Darius Dillon to 
withdraw a similar bill that he 
had  submit ted  wi th  h i s  
colleagues, in the Senate, for 
legislative enactment.

Meanwhile, members of 
ALCOD have extended their 
thanks and appreciation to 
President Weah, who had, 
among eight other proposals for 
amendment in the December 
2020  Spec ia l  Senato r i a l  
Election, included the dual 
c i t i zensh ip  proposa l  for  
amendment. “The President still 
continues to support our effort 
for dual citizenship today. It is 
our wish that he will support the 
Rep. Gray-sponsored bill.”

The ALCOD members also 
thanked the Speaker and 
Members of the House for their 
support for dual citizenship. 
They have also thanked Senators 
Varney Sherman, Abraham 
Dar iu s  D i l l on ,  who  had  
submitted similar bills in the 
Senate for passage.

T h e s e  d i a s p o r a - b a s e d  
Liberians hope that when the bill 
passes through the House, it will 
be concurred in the Senate. See 
page 5 for full Bill.

embers of the 
Liberian House of MRepresentatives on 

Thursday November 11, 
passed into law an act to 
amend the country’s Alien 
and Nationality Law.

The Act, which was co-
sponsored by 30 lawmakers 
f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  w a s  
submitted by Chief sponsor, 
Rep. Acarous Gray and read 
on the Plenary of the House 
on November 2, 2021, seeks 
to amend Part III, Chapter 20, 
Section 20.1; Chapter 21, 
Sections 21.30, 21.31, 21.51 
& 21.52 and Chapter 22, 
Sections 22.1, 22.1 & 22.4 of 
the Aliens and Nationality 
Law of the Liberian Code of 
Law Revised, Vol. II. 

According to the crafters 
of the bill, the current law as 
it exists is repugnant to and is 
inconsistent with Article 11 
(b) &(C), 27 and 28 relating to 
equal protection under the 
law (Fundamental Rights) 
and citizenship.

The crafters also noted that 
those  incons i s tenc ies  as  
observed by the committee’s 
findings, the framers of the 1986 
Constitution requested the 
legislature to prescribe other 
standards and criteria and 
procedures by which Liberian 
citizenship maybe obtained.

According to them, the 

amendment or repeal of these 
l a w s  w i l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  
constitutional provision of 
Article 2 (2) of the 1986 
Constitution which states: Any 
laws, treaties, statutes, 
dec ree s ,  cu s toms  and  
regulations found to be 
inconsistent with it shall, to 
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
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Gov’t applaudsTeahjay dragged to court for vehicle  
By Lincoln G Peters

House passes dual citizenship bill

needs of the people.
 He says at JFK hospital in 

Monrovia, there will be two 
blocks for surgery and two 
rehabilitation blocks in Bomi 
County, adding "There are ten 
surgeons from Ivory Coast and 
other nations in Liberia to 
conduct surgery on 200 people 
free in Bomi."

  "Liberia is a country of 
liberation for all nations in 
Africa because Liberia is the 
first Independent nation in 
Africa. That is why we are here 
to prophesy and pray and work 
with the men and women of 
the land. We are sure God will 

Impact Nations 
intercede that something great 
will happen in this nation, he 
adds.

According to Pastor Sanogo, 
“Impact Nation" is a vision God 
has given him to transform the 
spiritual atmosphere of nations, 
noting that when the spiritual 
atmosphere of the nation is 
changed, everything else will 
change, including social life and 
minds, and the goal of the 
ministry is to impact nations.

Our international program 
called "Impact "Nations" is an 
instrument in the hands of the 
Lord for the healing of nations.
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Deputy Information Minister 
for Press and Public Affairs, 
Jalawa Tonpoe said the 
government  w i shes  to  
commend Mr. Jeety for his 
numerous humanitar ian 
gestures, and particularly for 
his ongoing technical work to 
restore running water at the 
Monrovia Central Prison.

“Jeety as an individual 
businessman is currently 
carrying on technical work at 
the prison facility to enable 
the facility to have running 
water in its soonest possible 
time,” Mr. Tonpoe said.

Besides the running water 
project being undertaken by 
the Indian businessman, 
Deputy Information Minister 
Tonpoe said Mr. Jeety is also 
providing daily meals for old 
folks and disadvantaged youth 
here.

he Government of 
L i b e r i a  h a s  Tcommended Indian 

b u s i n e s s m a n  a n d  
philanthropist, Mr. Upjit 
Singh Sachedeva (Mr. Jeety), 

“for his humanitarian gesture 
towards the national prison 
facility in Monrovia, commonly 
known as the South Beach.”

During a regular government 
press briefing Thursday, 11 
November 2021 in Monrovia, 

Gov’t applauds Jeety’s prison interventions

By Winston W. Parley

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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