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ne could mistake 
Kanduwa Sande for Oa contractor hired 

to clear up the once-
dilapidated public football 
pitch in Machinga.

But Sande is an officer at 
the Machinga Police Station 
— and has a passion for 
sports.

The 42-year-old sub-
inspector, also an athletics 
coach, has volunteered to 
turn a once-forsaken pitch 
into a sports complex with 
facilities like a track, netball 
court and climbing walls for 
children.

He says the aim is to help 
develop sports and reduce 
crime such as rape and 
sexual assault now rampant 
in his community.

“ O n e  o f  o u r  
responsibilities as police 
officers is also to reduce 
crime — to prevent people 
from doing crime," Sande 
said. "So, when one is idle, 
surely that person will 
indulge him- or herself in 
other bad behaviors like 
committing crimes.”Sande 

has been doing voluntary work 
since 2011 using savings from his 
monthly salary and working 
during his free time.

“I don’t spend my lunch hour 
(break), one hour and 30 
minutes, eating only," Sande 
said. "No. I also work for maybe 
50 minutes. Every day of my 
lunch hour is sacrificed for 
voluntary work.”

Over the years, Sande 
ignored insults from people who 

from doing this.’”
In 2017, his dedication to 

volunteer work earned him an 
innovation award for sports, 
which involved a month-long 
visit to China, where he 
learned how best to proceed 
with his initiative.Soon after, 
he purchased and began using 
machinery to fast-track his 
initiative. 

G o v e r n m e n t  s p o r t s  
officials and community 
leaders sometimes visit the 
f a c i l i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  
appreciation for the work he is 
doing.Charles Mandela is the 
village chief of the area Sande 

didn’t understand the motive 
behind his work, with some 
calling him crazy. He asked 
his wife to also ignore them.

Sande said, "Because I 
knew people would say so 
many things to my wife: ‘Are 
you allowing this one to do 
this job? Are you married to 
this person, this mad person?’ 
So, I said, ‘Don’t tell me 
anything you hear from other 
people that will derail me 

quatorial Guinea has 
begun deporting Et h o u s a n d s  o f  

Cameroonians who were 
residing in the country 
illegally, citing national 
s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s .  
Authorities in the capital 
M a l a b o  s a i d  t h e  
Cameroonians fled conflict in 
western Cameroon, where 

permits or to voluntarily 
return to Cameroon.

Cameroon’s ambassador 
to Equatorial Guinea, Desire 
J e a n  C l a u d e  O w o n o  
Menguele, 

said about a thousand 
Cameroonians have opted to 
voluntarily return.

Las t  week,  Nguema 
O b i a n g  M a n g u e ,  v i c e  

government troops have been 
fighting anglophone separatists. 
Hundreds of those already 
deported are trying to return to 
Equatorial Guinea to gather their 
belongings.

About 40 people in Kiossi, a 
C a m e r o o n i a n  s o u t h e r n  
commercial town, want to enter 
neighboring Equatorial Guinea 
this Tuesday morning. Among 

president and son of President 
Teodoro Obiang Nguema, said 
concerns about rising theft and 
banditry are behind Equatorial 
Guinea’s decisoin to ask 
undocumented migrants to 
leave.

He spoke on Radio Malabo, 
Equatorial Guinea’s state radio 
while addressing a crowd that 
supports deportation.VOA

them is Philippe Oyono, a 33-
year-old building material 
shop owner.

Owono said police in 
Equatorial Guinea forcefully 
removed him from his home in 
the town of Bata. He said he 
was sent back to Cameroon on 
November 5 alongside 65 
other Cameroonians.

He said he is pleading that 
President Paul Biya of 
Cameroon ra i ses  the i r  
concerns with President 
Obiang Nguema of Equatorial 
Guinea so that authorities can 
a l l o w  u n d o c u m e n t e d  
migrants who have been 
deported to Cameroon to 
return to Equatorial Guinea 
and gather their belongings. 
Oyono said it is not common 
for Equatorial Guinea to 
deport mothers and fathers 
without their children and 
merchants without their 
goods.

Government officials in 
Cameroon’s South region say 
at least 600 Cameroonians 
have been deported from 
ne ighbor ing  Equator ia l  
Guinea in the past month.

This week, Cameroon said 
it had negotiated with 
Equatorial Guinea to give 
undocumented migrants 
three months to get residency 

picked to build the sports 
complex.

Mandela said, “Ours is just an 
appeal to other well-wishers to 
help Sande in areas he can’t do 
on his own, like constructing a 
fence around the ground so that 
all the sporting activities should 
be done inside the fence.”

The Ministry of Sports and the 
Machinga district council will 
run the facility because it 
remains government property. 
Sande said the sports complex is 
now nearly complete and 
expected to officially open to 
the public at the end of 
December. VOA
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u i n e a ’ s  r u l i n g  
military junta says Gdeposed president 

A lpha Condé has  been 
transferred to his wife’s home 
in the capital Conakry.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  R a l l y  
Committee for Development 
(CNRD), as the junta is known, 
said in a statement broadcast 
on state television that Mr 
Condé was now with his wife, 
Hadja Djene Kaba Condé.

It said it would "continue to 
provide the former head of 
state with treatment worthy of 
his rank, and this without any 
national or international 

pressure".
The 83-year-old ousted 

president was being held 
incommunicado since he was 
ousted in a coup on 5 
September. He had led Guinea 
since he was first elected in 
2010,  in  Guinea ' s  f i r s t  
democratic transfer of power.

Guinea was suspended from 
the West Africa's regional bloc, 
Ecowas, following the coup.

Ecowas also imposed travel 
bans and a freeze on the 
financial assets of Guinea's 
coup leaders and their families 
while calling for Mr Condé’s 
unconditional release. BBC

Guinea junta says ex-president 
moved to wife's home

There have been calls for Mr Condé's unconditional release

Malawi Policeman Builds Sports 
Complex to Reduce Crime

Kanduwa Sande is a police officer with a 
greater passion for sports

Equatorial Guinea Deports Cameroonian 
Citizens Citing Security Concerns

Signs are seen on the border with Equatorial 
Guinea and Gabon in Kye-Ossi, Cameroon
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DINBURGH – The recent United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP26) in EGlasgow was, it seems, a historic 

success. We have this on no lesser authority 
than that of UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
who happened to be the meeting’s host. 
COP26 President Alok Sharma also was upbeat 
afterward regarding the 2015 Paris climate 
agreement’s target of limiting global warming 
to 1.5º Celsius above pre-industrial levels. “We 
set out by saying we wanted to keep 1.5ºC 
within reach,” Sharma said. “We did do that.” 
And Johnson claimed that there was little 
difference between the proposed COP26 
agreement to “phase out” coal usage and the 
final text, which pledged only to “phase 
down” coal.

Others took a different view. Perhaps 
predictably, the teenage Swedish climate 
activist Greta Thunberg described the 
conference categorically as “a failure.” 
Climate Action Tracker projects that even if all 
the COP26 pledges stretching into the future 
are met, the planet is on track to warm by at 
least 2.1ºC. And India is phasing out in the 
particular sense of phasing in, with coal-
powered electricity generation expected to 
increase by almost 5% per year this decade. 
The Financial Times’s Martin Wolf hedged his 
bets. For him, COP26 “was both triumph and 
disaster.”

But for the private business sector, and 
especially for banks and other financial firms, 
the conference on the chilly banks of 
Glasgow’s River Clyde may well prove to have 
been a watershed moment. Although the cloud 
of coal dust obscured other issues, the 
gathering made some significant progress.

Consider a major issue impeding progress 
toward greening the business sector: the 
absence of a clear, generally agreed 
framework for reporting the climate impact of 
corporate activity. The problem is not that 
there is no framework at all, but rather that 
several competing models present different 
pictures.

The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board 
(SASB) in the United States, established by the 
Value Reporting Foundation (VRF) and 
supported by Bloomberg, has developed one 
model. The World Economic Forum (WEF) has 
worked on another. The Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI), based in Amsterdam, has 
produced a wide range of sustainability 
standards. And the Task Force on Climate-
Related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), 
convened by the Financial Stability Board 
(FSB) in Basel, recommends a set of disclosures 
that many banks have adopted under pressure 
from their regulators – many of whom are 
members of the Network for Greening the 
Financial System (NGFS).

That, you may think, is quite enough acronyms 
for one paragraph. But another one entered 
the field of battle in Glasgow. The Chair of the 
Trustees of the International Financial 
Reporting Standards Foundation, Erkki 
Liikanen, announced the creation of the 
International Sustainability Standards Board 
(ISSB) to sit alongside the foundation’s other 
offspring, the International Accounting 

Standards Board (IASB). The new board will be 
based in Frankfurt (no doubt the Germans will 
avoid another acronym by melding the four 
words into one). The ISSB will aim to produce 
standards that “will help investors understand 
how companies are responding to ESG 
[environmental, social, and governance] issues, 
like climate, to inform capital allocation 
decisions.”

There is no doubt that standardization is 
needed, and the organization that has produced 
a suite of international accounting standards 
looks like the obvious body to take on the job. 
But will the ISSB attract enough support to knock 
together the other acronyms and carry the day?

One obvious problem is that after years of effort 
by the IASB to reconcile its standards with those 
of the US standard-setters, the Americans have 
still not adopted them and seem unlikely to do 
so. Given opposition from most of the US 
accounting profession, the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission is reluctant to push the 
idea onto a suspicious Congress.

There is also hesitancy on the other side of the 
Atlantic, where the European Commission has 
been working on its own taxonomy of green and 
brown assets. In an interview that the European 
Central Bank supervisors circulated to banks in 
the week after the ISSB announcement at 
COP26, John Berrigan, the Commission’s 
financial services director-general, discussed 
the EU’s taxonomy and plans for a new 
Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation, 
without mentioning the ISSB.

Nor did Berrigan mention the other major 
financial-sector initiative to emerge from 
COP26: the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net 
Zero (GFANZ) assembled by Mark Carney, the 
former FSB Chair who is now the UN Special 
Envoy for Climate Action and Finance. Carney 
has corralled 450 banks and insurers to, among 
other goals, mobilize trillions of dollars of 
capital to finance decarbonization in emerging 
and developing countries. The precise figure he 
quoted, $130 trillion, has raised a few skeptical 
eyebrows, but the scale of the ambition is 
impressive, and most banks of any consequence 
have signed up to the scheme.

These developments reflect the sea change in 
financial-sector opinion on climate change in 
the last couple of years. Pressure from some 
outspoken investors has contributed to this 
shift, while regulatory stress tests have exposed 
the vulnerability of loan portfolios to rising 
temperatures and policy-driven increases in the 
carbon price. But bankers are people, too. They 
now believe they will sleep easier and be able to 
look their children in the eye if they are part of 
the green transition, rather than holdouts 
myopically financing the last ton of mined coal 
and the last barrel of Brent crude.

The ISSB and the GFANZ could give bankers the 
tools they need to help their clients fund and 
manage the green transition. And US and 
European authorities, if they bury their 
differences, could allow those good intentions 
to be translated into more effective action. That 
would mean fewer acronyms – and, more 
importantly, a clearer path to net zero.
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The Bar's peaceful
election is commendable
MEMBERS OF THE Liberia National Bar Association 
successfully elected new corps of officers at their 
convention held over the weekend in Nimba County, 
bringing proud not only to their noble institution but the 
Liberian society at large.

WHILE PERFECTION AMONG mankind is difficult to 
achieve, but we believe the Bar did exceptionally well 
in electing a new leadership void of the usual wrangling 
and some time violence that characterize other 
professional bodies in our country.

THERE IS MUCH to learn from the Bar relative to 
integrity and professional standards that ought to be 
hallmark of every professional body that demands 
public trust.

WE THANK THE outgoing administration of Cllr. Tiawan 
Saye Gongloe, for demonstrating leadership and good 
moral standards during his stewardship at the Bar. We 
are not surprise at all because the character of the man 
speaks for itself. 

IN THE SAME expression, we welcome the newly elected 
President for the Bar Cllr. Sylvester D. Rennie and his 
entire team as they take up the mantle of authority 
following a democratic process to continue from where 
their predecessor left. Interesting we understand Cllr. 
Rennie was the Vice to the outgoing President Cllr. 
Gongloe, so he would not face much difficulty in taking 
off.

IT IS ABOUT time all members of the Bar rally around the 
new leadership to move that noble institution to a 
greater level. A professional body such as the Bar 
Association serves as conscience for society and should 
endeavor to remain so against all odds.

WE ARE HAILING this body of men and women for their 
display of quality service and excellent deportment that 
worth emulating. They bring pride not only to the legal 
profession and themselves, but society as a whole.

IT IS OUR hope that the in-coming administration led by 
Cllr. Rennie would even do more in championing the 
cause for justice, respect for human rights and rule of 
law in our country.

IT IS EQUALLY important other professional bodies in 
our society such as the Press Union of Liberia, National 
Teachers Association, Drivers Union, among others 
would copy from the Bar in conducting their affairs to 
command and maintain public respect at all times.

TRULY, THE BAR election has set the stage for the 2023 
presidential and legislative elections in Liberia, for all 
peace-loving and law-abiding Liberians should look to 
the National Bar for maturity and exemplary standards.

2021                                        WEDNESDAY       DECEMBER   01

The Sustainability Standards Battle

By Howard Davies
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On both climate change and new dual-use technologies, Europe’s foundational peace 
project should become global. The region's devastation in two world wars has 
stripped it of the desire to dominate others, which makes it easier for the European 
Union to act as a peace broker.

ASHINGTON, DC – As we approach the end of 2021, the European Union is debating its 
choices and priorities in an increasingly dangerous world. Europe has succeeded since W1945 in realizing its foundational “peace project,” making war between old 

continental adversaries unthinkable and arguably reaching a Kantian “perpetual peace” within 
the territory of the Union.

Moreover, although many analysts attribute the communist collapse of 1989-91 to the Soviet 
Union’s inability to sustain an arms race with the United States, a deeper reason for the failure 
of the Soviet bloc was the success of the West European social market economy. And nowhere 
was this clearer than in the competition between West and East Germany.

Crucially, West Germany – and Western Europe more generally – demonstrated that it was 
possible to have a liberal democracy, a growing market economy, and policies that effectively 
redistributed income and provided comprehensive social protection. The success of Western 
Europe’s model of peace and the social market economy, as much as the weakness of the Soviet 
system, brought about communism’s ideological defeat and eventual collapse.

Today, with the world facing other formidable challenges, there are two global “missions” that 
Europe could embrace, in line with its postwar history as a project to ensure regional peace.

The first concerns climate change. True, the recent United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) in Glasgow produced notable new pledges by countries and alliances of private actors. 
But, given the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth Assessment 
Report, ambitious mitigation efforts have to be frontloaded this decade. It is the actual path to 
a carbon-neutral world, not pledges regarding the middle of the century, that is crucial.

Keeping global warming close to the target of 1.5o Celsius, as established in the 2015 Paris 
climate agreement, will depend much more on the US, China, and emerging and developing 
economies than on Europe, which accounts for less than 8% of global greenhouse-gas emissions. 
Despite the promises in Glasgow and remarkable advances in green technologies, the race to 
keep 1.5oC within reach is playing out on a course strewn with severe obstacles.

In the US, President Joe Biden’s administration is committed to ambitious carbon-mitigation 
efforts but is encountering strong resistance. If the Republican Party wins the 2022 mid-term 
elections and the 2024 presidential election, US climate policies are bound to fall far short of 
the COP26 commitments, even if some conservatives are finally taking climate risk seriously.

China represents a further hurdle. Its current pledge to reach peak carbon-dioxide emissions by 
2030 is incompatible with the need to frontload mitigation. Unless China curbs its emissions 
sooner, the climate race will be lost. Making matters worse, the two superpowers may base 
their climate actions on what the other does.

Finally, there are the emerging and developing economies, where much of the new climate 
investment will be needed. These countries’ ability to contribute to a frontloaded global 
mitigation path depends on financial help from advanced economies. Rich countries promised 
such assistance in Glasgow, but their past failures to honor similar pledges do not inspire 
confidence.

There is a reasonable chance that a combination of rapid progress in green technologies, 
favorable political developments in the US and China, and financial help for emerging markets 
will allow for the ramped-up mitigation the planet needs. But there is also a significant 
probability that the 2020s will become a decade of “perpetual war” on climate issues, marked 
by backsliding, delays, and more broken promises.

But Europe can have a positive influence on US and Chinese climate policies, particularly 
through a carefully implemented carbon border adjustment mechanism that imposes a levy on 
carbon-intensive imports into the EU. And it can have a more decisive influence on mobilizing 
the required resources for emerging markets by supporting capital increases for multilateral 
development banks in which European countries are large shareholders.

The second arena where conditions may lead to perpetual war – and thus call for a European 
“peace mission” – is that of dual-use technologies such as quantum computing, artificial 
intelligence, and biotechnology. Although such innovations offer humanity tremendous 
opportunities for longer lives and greater well-being, they also imply existential risks similar to 
those posed by nuclear weapons and climate change.

It is difficult to draw the line between these technologies’ peaceful use and their deployment 
to gain strategic superiority over rivals. The aggressive technological competition between 
China and the US is already tending toward a perpetual conflict, in which permitting the other 
to move ahead would allow it to dominate the world.

What makes this danger even greater than the nuclear arms race of the past is that weaponizing 
today’s civilian technologies may not require significant additional resources. Civilian medical 
research, for example, has brought the world frighteningly close to being able to produce 
synthetic viruses that could potentially be turned into weapons of mass destruction. Similar 
scenarios are likely to arise in developing AI. Scarier still, in both cases, is the possibility that 
unintended accidents could occur or non-state terrorist actors could acquire the ability to 
weaponize innovations.

Europe could lead in this area, as it has on climate. In particular, it should constantly warn 
about these dangers and help design new rules and treaties resembling the arms-control pacts 
that previously helped protect the world from nuclear Armageddon. It can do so while 
safeguarding fundamental liberal democratic values against misuse of these technologies not 
only by states but also by private corporate leviathans.

On both climate change and new dual-purpose technologies, therefore, Europe’s foundational 
peace project should become global. Europe has great human and scientific capacity, and its 
devastation in two world wars has stripped it of the desire to dominate others. That makes it 
easier for the EU to act as a peace broker. While Europe certainly must continue to improve its 
citizens’ well-being, embracing global missions like those described here could provide fresh 
motivation for this and future generations of Europeans.
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Europe's Two Peace Missions
By Kemal Dervis
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UNICH – Although the US Federal Reserve is now thinking about tapering its monthly 
asset purchases in light of increasing inflation figures, European Central Bank MPresident Christine Lagarde continues to insist that no sustained inflation risk exists. 

The currently measured inflation, she says, is a temporary problem that will disappear once 
supply bottlenecks are overcome, so the ECB will not be changing its policies. It is like a 
coachman who refuses to tighten the reins when his horses are bolting, because they will 
eventually tire themselves out.

Never mind that, according to the Treaty of Maastricht, the ECB is obliged to ensure price 
stability under all circumstances. There is no provision for the possibility of letting prices 
run hot for a while. And, unlike the Fed, the ECB cannot legally seek to balance the goal of 
price stability with other monetary-policy objectives.

The current supply bottlenecks owe much to the quarantine measures in ports – 
particularly, but not exclusively, in China. Arriving ships cannot unload their cargo and 
therefore also cannot be loaded with the intermediate products that Europe’s economy 
must be able to supply to its customers. Freight rates for international maritime transport 
have increased eightfold since 2019. But the bottlenecks also reflect the domestically 
imposed lockdowns in European economies last winter and spring, which led to shortages 
even of local timber and other building materials produced in Europe.

Hence, in a fall 2021 Ifo Institute survey, 70% of German manufacturers reported difficulties 
sourcing upstream products. For comparison, the highest that figure ever reached in 30 
previous years of surveys was 20%. Ifo reckons that supply bottlenecks will cost Germany 
around €40 billion ($45 billion) of value added – equivalent to 1.15% of its GDP – in 2021.

The supply bottlenecks have obviously been unamenable to the huge stimulus and rescue 
packages that the European governments implemented during the COVID-19 crisis. The 
German federal government, for example, enacted programs amounting to roughly 10% of 
German GDP if spread out over two years, and the European Union enacted additional 
programs amounting to 4.5% of EU GDP over two years. These programs were largely 
financed by new government debt, which in turn was immediately monetized by the ECB 
and thus was issued at ultra-low interest rates.

Never before has Europe experienced stimulus programs on such a massive scale. But given 
the supply bottlenecks, policymakers were effectively slamming on the gas with the hand 
brake still on. The result was a particular form of economic overheating that economists 
call stagflation.

Inflation rates today are very high not only in the United States, where they stand at 6.2%, 
but also in Europe. As of October 2021, prices in the eurozone overall had increased 4.1% 
year on year; in Germany, the continent’s largest economy, prices were up 4.5%. And as if 
this wasn’t bad enough, the German Federal Statistical Office has just announced that 
annual industrial producer prices were up 18.4% in October. That is the highest increase 
since 1951, shortly after the Federal Republic of Germany was founded, exceeding even the 
peak monthly price increase during the 1970s oil crises (14.6% in June 1974).

In contrast to the index for consumer goods, which measures only the prices of final 
products, industrial producer prices capture all intermediate stages of production. They 
therefore have a certain prognostic significance for consumer prices, even though the final 
products won’t show such extreme spikes. (Unlike the latter, they are not affected by 
changes in value-added taxes such as those occurring in Germany.)

These new inflation figures are so extreme that the ECB’s position looks like willful denial. 
Germany is currently experiencing the strongest inflation in a lifetime. And the situation is 
not much better in other European countries. In September, France reported an 11.6% 
annual increase in industrial producer prices, and that figure stood at 15.6% in Italy, 18.1% 
in Finland, 21.4% in the Netherlands, and 23.6% in Spain.

Worse, these increases do not look like a temporary phenomenon. Even though the supply 
bottlenecks will likely be overcome by next summer, trade unions will by then have 
increased their wage demands to account for this year’s inflation figures. That will trigger a 
spiral of rising prices and wages that may continue for several years. Purchases of consumer 
durables will be pulled forward, further accelerating inflation.

Moreover, even when the first inflation wave starts to ebb, perhaps as early as next autumn, 
new dangers will loom. If the ECB hesitates to follow the US Federal Reserve’s foreseeable 
interest-rate hikes, the euro will depreciate, boosting import prices further. The baby-
boom generation’s transition to retirement implies many additional consumers who no 
longer support production and therefore create an inflationary demand overhang. On the 
cost side, the phaseout of all fossil fuels – and of nuclear power plants in Germany – will be a 
major driver of price growth. It requires little imagination to see how Europe could end up 
back in a 1970s-like environment of stubborn inflation, which could last for the remainder 
of the decade and beyond.

Given these circumstances, European economies and the ECB must be given a clear signal to 
stop any further monetized debt binges. If policymakers want to siphon money from the 
economy for their aims, they should have to cut other expenditures by a comparable 
amount. If the rollback via interest rates no longer works because the ECB doesn’t play ball, 
it will be replaced by a direct crowding-out mechanism via the prices for goods.

Either way, today’s inflationary surge marks the end of the pipe dream of resources created 
from nothing. The good life financed by the euro system’s printing press is over once and for 
all.

Surging inflation across the European Union should be a clear signal to policymakers 
and central bankers that the time to stop financing public-debt binges was 
yesterday. Most likely, the continent is heading into a period of stubborn inflation 
that will be familiar to anyone who lived through the 1970s.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.   www.project-syndicate.org

The End of Free Money

By Hans-werner Sinn
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ome 16 years ago when Liberia was emerging from years of devastating civil 
crises and setting out for its first post-war democratic elections, the country Sstood in dire need of financial resources to facilitate and boost its post-war 

recovery, and that was when ArcelorMittal stepped up to the plate. On August 17, 
2005, about two months to Liberia’s landmark elections, the world’s leading steel 
company signed a multimillion-dollar deal with the Liberian Government.

Since then, the company, sensitive to the changing realities of global concessional 
demands, has gone on and amended the 2005 Mineral Development Agreement 
(MDA) a total of three times, -the latest being the current MDA set to be forwarded to 
the Legislature following a considerable period of negotiation. This MDA was signed 
between the Liberian Government and the company on September 10, 2021, and 
paves the way for the expansion of the Company’s mining operations in Liberia for 
the next two decades. 
The largest foreign investor in post-war Liberia, the company’s $1.7 billion 
investment for the past 15 years is indeed helping the Weah Administration’s ‘Pro-
Poor Agenda’ as acknowledged by the President himself in the aftermath of the 
renegotiated deal.

Impressed with the latest amendment, His Excellency President George Manneh 
Weah, acknowledged that further investment by ArcelorMittal in Liberia bears 
testament to the company’s confidence in Liberia’s future and indicates Liberia’s 
favorable investment climate.  “This agreement demonstrates to the world that 
Liberia welcomes foreign direct investment and is a key emerging destination for 
capital. It further supports the Government’s ’Pro Poor’ agenda, which is 
underpinned by the importance of creating jobs to lift Liberian citizens out of 
poverty”, the Liberian Leader added. 

The company added these remarks: “The expansion underlines ArcelorMittal’s long-
term commitment to Liberia and the importance of a continued productive 
partnership with the government which helped bring this project to fruition. We 
would like to thank President Weah and his administration for their invaluable 
commitment and support which has been critical in enabling us to sign today’s 
agreement.”

With a required capital approximated at $0.8 billion to finalize the project, the 
expansion project includes the construction of a new concentration plant and the 
substantial expansion of mining operations, with the first concentrate expected in 
late 2023, ramping up to 15 million metric tons per annum. Following the ratification 
of the amended MDA, ArcelorMittal Liberia will begin significantly increasing 
production of premium iron ore, generating significant new jobs, with wider 
economic benefits for the Liberian people, which will be one of the largest mining 
projects in West Africa. 

On the ratification of the US$800 million expansion project, the Liberian 
Government will secure a total of $65 million payment from ArcelorMittal, which 
speaks to the company’s readiness to bolster the Weah Administration’s agenda. 
That includes $55 million reservation fee for further expansion rights for the project 
and $10 million signature bonus. 
The new amendment also strengthens the Liberian Government’s demand for other 
users including Guinean miners to utilize the Liberia infrastructure for their export.  
The companies will need to invest to increase the capacity of the rail and port for 
their own use.  ArcelorMittal Liberia has committed to concluding a Multiuser 
Agreement with the Liberian Government after this agreement is ratified.

It’s also worth noting that the company will be increasing its annual contributions to 
Nimba, Bong, and Grand Bassa Counties from US $3 million to US $3.5 million which 
will directly affect the development of communities near the company’s operations. 
The Weah Administration has committed to ensuring that the full envelope of this 
money would go directly to the affected counties to support local development. 

Earlier this month, ArcelorMittal Liberia announced the kickoff of several new social 
development projects for these affected counties where it operates. These included 
a $50,000 scholarship program for students at public colleges and senior high 
students; donation of school supplies to 50 schools in communities around the mines 
and railroad in the three counties; Provision of US$15,000 as logistical support to 
Nimba, Grand Bassa, and Bong Counties to prepare their football teams for the 
2021/2022 National County Sports Meet; renovation of the roof of the G. W. Harley 
Hospital in Sanniquellie, Nimba County; and the launch of the ArcelorMittal Liberia 
Football tournament, among others.

The company’s interest in improved technical education opportunities in several 
disciplines for young Liberians led to its investment of $7 million in the ArcelorMittal 
Liberia Training Academy (AMLTA) since 2018. This initiative is enhancing the 
Liberian workforce and promoting economic development for a prosperous Liberia.
As the world's leading steel and mining company with a presence in 60 countries and 
primary steelmaking facilities in 18 countries, we applaud the latest joint initiative 
by ArcelorMittal and the Liberian Government for this expansion project which 
would not only triple iron ore production in Liberia but also correspondingly increase 
Government’s revenue and create much needed job for Liberians. 
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AN ELBC COMMENTARY
The Amended ArcelorMittal’s MDA: A win-win for country and the company



he Plenary of the 
Liberian Senate has Tc o n s t i t u t e d  a  

specialized committee to visit 
the operational areas of 
Arcelormettal Liberia on fact-
findings.

The six-man committee 
includes the Chairman of the 
Senate committee on Executive 
Saah H. Joseph, Sen. Jeremiah 
Koung, Sen. Abraham Darius 
D i l l o n ,  S e n .  J o n a t h a n  
Boycharles Sogbe of Rivergee 
County, Sen. Augustine Chea of 
Sinoe County and Sen. Boto 
Kanneh of Gbarpolu County.

The decision of Plenary to 
const i tute a  specia l ized 
committee was based on 

invitation by the submission of 
an Arcelormettal deal for 
extension to the Senate on 
Thursday, November 25, 2021, 
for amendment by the Chief 
Executive, President George M. 
Weah.

The Mineral Development 
Agreement was forwarded to 
the Senate Joint Committee on 
Lands, Mines, Energy and 
Natural Resources, Concession 
and Investment, Ways, Means, 
Finance and Budget as well as 
the Judiciary with a mandate to 
review and scrutinize the 
proposed agreement for further 
actions.

The specialized committee is 

mandated by Plenary to visit the 
operational areas of the world 
steel giant to ascertain the impact 
of the Company’s operations on 
the affected residents and 
communities.

Therefore, the assessment will 
put members of the Senate in the 
position to make an informed 
decision, especially the proposed 
amendment before the August 
Body. 

The company current ly  
operates in Nimba, Grand Bassa 
and Bong counties respectively. 
The three affected counties 
receive an annual amount of US$3 
million,  with Nimba receiving an 
amount of US$1.5 million,  Grand 
Bassa US$ 1million  and Bong US$ 

500,000.
At the same time, the company 

in 2016 signed a 25 years Mineral 
Development Agreement with the 
Government of Liberia for 
extension. The company recently 
negotiated with the Executive for 
an extension of the deal 
amounting to US$800 million, 
which is currently before the 
Legislature for action. 

The Committee on Lands, 
Mines, Energy and Natural 
Resources, Concession, Ways, 
Means, Finance and Budget as well 
as Judiciary, were mandated by 
Plenary to review the proposed 
agreement for ratification. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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The report further stated 
that in the space of 10 years 
following the effective date, 
the company shall pay an 
annual lump sum amount of 
US$60,000 to be paid in two 
instalments of US$30,000 each 
on January 15 and July 15 of 
each calendar year. 

In keeping with Section 18.4 
of the Mining Law, the 
company shall make one-time 
contribution of US$10,000 to 

the Mineral Development Fund, 
payable on the effective date 
and pay an annual surface rental 
fee for all land within the 
production area of US$50,000 
from the effective date up to the 
fifth anniversary of the effective 
date. 

From the sixth anniversary 
through the term, the company 
shall pay an annual surface 
rental fee for all land within the 
production area of US$30,000.

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Rep re sen ta t i ve s  TT u e s d a y ,  3 0  

November 2021, passed into 
law the Mineral Development 
Agreement between the 
Government of Liberia and 
the Bao Chico Resources of 
Liberia, Ltd. 

The House took the 
decision following a report 
from a joint committee on 
Concession & Investment, 
Mines & Energy, Ways, Means, 
Finance and Development 
Planning and Judiciary. 

Accordingly, the Mineral 
Development Agreement 
between the Government of 
Liberia and Bao Chico 
Resources Liberia, Ltd, is for 
the extraction of iron ore, to 
be operated under a Class ‘A’ 
Mining License for an initial 
term of 25 years from the 
effective date. 

According to the report, 
the company shall pay all 
taxes and duties and conform 
to all procedures pursuant to 
applicable law and the 
company shall be taxed on its 
net taxable income at a rate 
not to exceed 25 percent. 

The report also states that 
the company shall pay the 
Government’s royalties on all its 
mineral product sales and 
transfers for iron ore, a royalty 
of 4.5 percent determined in 
accordance with Section 703 of 
the Revenue Code and for other 
minerals, as provided for in the 
Revenue Code and pay into the 
Government’s general revenue 
account a signature fee of US$3 

million. 
According to the report the 

payment will be done by the 
following schedule: that 
US$1.5 million within 30 
business days of the effective 
date; (ii) US$1 million on the 
first anniversary of the 
effective date; and (iii) 
US$0.5 million on the second 
anniversary of the effective 
date. 

he plenary of the 
Liberian Senate has Tbrought down a 

guilty verdict for contempt 
against Agriculture Minister 
Madam Jeanine Cooper.

Minister Cooper will 
reappear on Thursday, 2 
December 2021 to be 

sentenced in accordance 
with Article 44 of the Liberian 
Constitution.

Minister Cooper was found 
guilty of all the charges 
against her following an 
extensive hearing at the 
Liberian Senate. 

It can be recalled that 
recently, the committee on 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, headed by Jim Tonola 
of Margibi County, requested the 
approval of plenary to summon 
the Agriculture boss.

The call to summon Minister 
Cooper came following an 
accusation by the committee 

over her noncompliance attitude 
toward its execution of oversight 
function. 

The Minister appeared with 
her lawyer, former Senator 
Gloria Scott to answer to the 
charges against her.

Responding to the charges, 

Minister Cooper said it has 
never been the intention of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
its officials to deliberately, 
willfully and intentionally 
refuse to comply with 
requests from the relevant 
committees to appear.

She added that whenever 
duly cited, the Ministry of 
Agriculture was represented 
by her when she is in the 
country. In her absence, she 
said, the Acting Minister will 
appear along with relevant 
documents to answer queries. 

"It was in this vein that I 
responded to the letter signed 
by the Secretary of the 
Liberian Senate, Honorable 
Nanborlor F. Saingbe, Sr., 
dated October 21, 2021, 
ordering myself and the 
Deputy Ministers to appear on 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 
the hour of 11 AM," Minister 
Cooper stated.

According to her, in 
submission to the citation, 
she respectfully informed the 
Senate in a letter dated 22 
October 2021, that she was 
not in the country at the time 
of either of the citations.

She added that she worked 
with the Acting Minister and 
project teams to ensure that 
the Senate’s citations were 
properly addressed. 

"I have done all within my 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Agriculture Minister guilty of contempt
By Ethel A Tweh

House passes Bao Chico agreement
By Bridgett Milton

Agriculture Min. Madam Jeanine Cooper

Senate to visit 
Arcelormettal’s facilities 

By Ethel A Tweh
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ormer Senator of 
Maryland County, FAmb. John Akel  

Ballout says the Government 
of Liberia continues to 
demonstrate little or no 
interest in tackling the influx 
and transport of illicit drugs, 
including proliferation of 

illegal small arms across the 
country.

The former Maryland 
County Senator notes that 
the government has given the 
country and its people the 
impression that the illegal 
proliferation of fire arms and 
influx of illicit drugs is none 

of their business.
Speaking in an exclusive 

interview with this paper at the 
weekend in Central Monrovia, he 
warned that the influx of illicit 
drugs and the illegal possession 
of fire arms by criminals and 
disadvantaged youths across the 
country is a serious national 
security threat that shouldn't be 

taken likely.
" I  can ' t  say  that  the  

government doesn't care about 
this or it’s a reality but that is the 
impression they have given to 
the public and they continue to 
demonstrate their inability and 
unwillingness to tackle these 
issues”, he says.

He adds that if the 
authorities don't want this to 
exist, government should 
stand up and eradicate this 
impression, adding, “This is 
serious national security 
threat to the peace and 
stability of the country" 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  
government continues to 
make little or no efforts in the 
fight against drugs because 
they are attacking symptoms, 
instead of the roots cause of 
the problem.

Ballout also blames the 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  a n d  
transportation of drugs on 
vulnerability of Liberia’s 
borders, limited security 
forces and underpaid system 
of security forces across the 
country.

He says 95 percent of those 
trafficking drugs here are 
Nigerians though others are 
involved too, calling national 
debate on drugs that will 
make this quest a national 
priority because 70 percent of 
the population here are youth 
being victimized by the illegal 
importation drugs.

At the same time he notes 
that when the government of 
former President Sirleaf 
wanted to mitigate rape 
across the country, the 
legislature passed laws that 
were stronger and active, 
something, he notes, reduced 
rape gradually across the 
country due to the penalty 
attached.

He continues that if 

cleanup campaign at the 
Nancy B. Doe Stadium in order 
to give it a decent facelift 
ahead of the December 11, 
2021 deadline.  

H e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  
leadership of the Margibi 
County Sports Association 
under the leadership of Rev. 
Blatey Williams, to promptly 
upgrade sitting capacity and 
inner fence of the stadium.  

"The rumors circulating in 
the public that Margibi County 
is not host is false, misleading 
and should not be given 
attention", he says, here and 
adds, "Margibi County will 
serve as the official host and 
nothing can change this 
decision at all." 

The Youth and Sports boss 
further says he will pay regular 
visit to the county to inspect 

ongoing working at the stadium 
as a way of motivating the Chief 
Patron of Sports, President 
George Weah. 

F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  
Superintendent of Margibi 
County Jerry Varnie thanks 
Minister Wilson for his tireless 
support towards the county’s 
preparation for the national 
sports meet.  

Super in tendent  Varn ie  
assures the Minister that his 
team will do everything possible 
to get the stadium ready in time 
for the annual competition. 

He says they are going to do 
all necessary work when it 
comes to sitting capacity, inner 
fence, and maximum security 
for citizens and visitors going to 
watch the games. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

By Bridgett Milton

 34-year-old rape 
suspect identified as ASunday Brown has 

been incarcerated by Police 
in Pleebo, Maryland County 
Electoral district#2, for 
allegedly raping a 12-year-old 
minor in Henogbo Town, 
Karluway Statutory district.

Parents of the victim 
alerted the Women and 
Children Protection Section 
of the Liberia National Police 
Tuesday, 17 November   in 
Pleebo 2021 that their 
daughter had been sexually 
abused by the suspect.

She was immediately 
rushed to the Pleebo Health 
C e n t e r  w h e r e  h e a l t h  
authorities conducted an 
examination and confirmed 
penetration.

Narrating the entire 
ordeal, the minor said, she 
was sent by her mother to 

pick up cassava that was already 
dug on the farm, and that while 
on her way back to town, suspect 
Brown met her and forced her 
into the bush and abused her 

sexually.
"My mother sent me for 

cassava on the farm, while on 
my way he and I met. I said 
uncle hello! Then he said 

hello. When I passed by him 
then he pushed the bag from 
my head. So I asked him uncle 
what I do? He pushed me in the 
bush and started having me."

She added that the suspect 
had warned her that if she tells 
anyone she would have died.

But the minor couldn't keep 
her ordeal secret due to the 
severity of the injury she 
sustained in her private part.

"He promised to give me 
One Thousand Liberian dollars 
(L$1000.00) with three water 
baskets if I don't tell anyone", 
she said.

She said due to injury in her 
private part, she later 
informed her parents about 
the incident and the parents 
i n f o r m e d  K a r l u w a y  

Administrat ive Distr ict#3 
Commissioner Peter Kuma. 

Commissioner Kuma reported 
the case immediately which 
prompted police to arrest, 
change and send Suspect Brown 
to court.

The victim was on Tuesday, 
November 21 discharged from 
the Cavalla Rubber Corporation 
Medical Center  

The victim, who is a first 
grade student of the Henogbe 
Public School, told this paper 
that she has no appetite of going 
back to her home town due to 
the traumatic situation she went 
through.

She called on government, 
humanitarian individuals and 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

CONT’D ON PAGE 11

          WEDNESDAY       DECEMBER   01

34-year-old suspect sent
to court for Statutory Rape

B y Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County

Ex-senator decries rise 
of drugs, fire arms

By Lincoln G Peters.

Amb. John Akel Ballout

Margibi will host 
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Le gouvernement du Libéria et la direction d’ArcelorMittal Libéria (AML), 
l’un des plus grands géants mondiaux de l’acier, ont récemment signé une 
version modifiée de l’Accord de développement minier (MDA).

Dans le cadre de l’accord, l’AML investira près de 800 millions de dollars 
supplémentaires au Libéria. Mais avant même que la copie modifiée du MDA 
ne soit signée, les citoyens des zones opérationnelles de l’entreprise dans les 
comtés de Nimba et de Grand Bassa ont protesté contre l’accord. Il y a eu une 
action en justice et des actes de harcèlement physique et d’intimidation 
avec la présence d’un masque traditionnel dans les locaux de la compagnie 
minière à Nimba dont l’intention était de mettre fin à ses opérations.

Mais toutes ces actions contre l’accord sont-elles vraiment justifiées sans 
avoir pris son temps pour faire la lecture de l’amendement du MDA ? Ou est-
ce à dire que les Libériens ne font plus confiance à leur propre gouvernement 
avec le président George Manneh Weah aux commandes en ce qui concerne 
leurs intérêts dans cette concession ?

Le New Dawn a feuilleté les points saillants de l’accord modifié et pense que 
les citoyens ordinaires ont beaucoup à gagner en termes d’emploi, de fonds 
de développement social régional, de bourses d’études et de formation 
professionnelle, entre autres grâce à l’investissement de l’AML et du 
gouvernement lui-même qui renflouera ses caisses grâce à cet accord 
gagnant-gagnant.

En tant que premier investisseur majeur sous l’administration Weah, 
l’engagement d’ArcelorMittal à investir 800 millions de dollars US montre 
clairement que la société aspire à raviver la confiance des investissements 
du secteur privé dans l’économie avec plus de 2000 nouveaux emplois qui 
devraient être créés pendant la phase de construction, et à mesure que les 
volumes de production augmenteront, ses équipes d’exploitation généreront 
également 1 000 nouveaux emplois supplémentaires, ciblant les Libériens.

Le projet d’expansion, en vertu de l’accord modifié, qui englobe les 
installations de traitement, ferroviaires et portuaires, promet de devenir 
l’un des plus grands projets miniers de toute l’Afrique de l’Ouest. Il 
comprendra la construction d’une nouvelle usine de concentration et une 
expansion substantielle des opérations minières. La première expansion est 
prévue dès 2023 et pourrait atteindre 15 millions de tonnes par an. Ce qui 
pourrait stimuler le PIB.

L’accord qui est critiqué dans certains milieux devrait également renforcer 
la capacité du gouvernement du Libéria à répondre aux besoins d’autres 
utilisateurs, dont les mineurs guinéens, d’utiliser l’infrastructure libérienne 
pour leurs exportations. L’AML s’est engagé à conclure un accord multi-
utilisateur avec le gouvernement du Libéria après la ratification de l’accord 
modifié.

Vu que l’économie mondiale est étouffée par la pandémie de COVID-19, les 
Libériens devraient faire preuve de patience et être optimistes quant à 
l’avenir plutôt que de chercher à jeter l’eau de bain avec le  
bébé. Nous avons besoin d’investissements étrangers directs pour 
développer notre économie et les entreprises qui sont déjà sur le terrain ne 
devraient pas être effrayées, comme cela a été le cas de Sime Darby dans les 
comtés de Bomi et de Grand Cape Mount.

ArcelorMittal et le gouvernement du Libéria ont jugé nécessaire de procéder 
à un amendement depuis août 2016 avec l’ancienne administration Sirleaf. 
Cela démontre combien l’entreprise tient au partenariat avec le Libéria et 
au maintien des opérations à flot et son intention d’offrir des solutions 
gagnant-gagnant telles que l’utilisation des usines de HFO qu’elle avait 
achetées en 2014 pour fournir de l’électricité dont le pays a si grandement 
besoin.

 Les négociations en cours avec l’administration Weah ont commencé 
sérieusement le 17 septembre 2020, et il y a eu 54 rencontres avec le 
gouvernement, l’entreprise et ses conseillers internationaux au cours des 53 
semaines qu’il a fallu pour conclure le 10 septembre 2021. Cinquante d’entre 
elles portaient sur le partage des infrastructures comme l’exigeait le 
gouvernement du Libéria.

Le Libéria a été le premier pays africain à se conformer à l’Initiative pour la 
transparence des industries extractives (ITIE). En tant que membre 
fondateur de l’ITIE du Libéria, ArcelorMittal Libéria a joué un rôle essentiel 
dans la déclaration de ses paiements au gouvernement, ce qui était essentiel 
pour les rapports de conformité de l’ITIE. En outre, AML a versé 3 millions de 
dollars US par an aux pays dans lesquels elle opère. À ce jour, l’entreprise a 
versé 45 millions de dollars pour cet engagement. En réponse aux plaintes 
des citoyens selon lesquelles les fonds ne bénéficiaient pas aux 
communautés affectées, AML a convaincu le gouvernement du Libéria pour 
que 20 % de ces fonds soient gérés directement par ces communautés. Ce 
programme a démarré en 2020.

Éditorial
Les libériens doivent honnêtement se 
féliciter de l’accord amendé de l’AML
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a Collaboration des 
Partis Politiques de Ll'opposition (CPP) 

accuse le régime de Weah de 
ne rien faire pour réduire les 
activités criminelles dans le 
pays, en particulier à 
Monrovia. Pour l’opposition, 
le fait que l’on enregistre 
des meurtres des citoyens 
ordinaires et de hautes 
personnalités est la preuve 
que le gouvernement est 
incapable d'assurer la 
sécurité du pays et de sa 
population.

La CPP a fait une 
déc la ra t i on  merc red i  
concernant les échanges de 
tirs entre des agents des 
forces de l’ordre et des 
bandits armés à Duala, 
Bushrod Island, qui ont fait 
morts. Le gouvernement, 
selon la CPP, n’a aucune 
volonté politique de mettre 
fin aux crimes et au 
banditisme dans le pays car 
les auteurs des crimes ne 
sont pas inquiétés.

Trois personnes seraient 
mortes lors d'un raid mené à 

Duala mardi matin, le 23 
novembre, par les forces 
mixtes de l’ordre et de sécurité 
libériennes.

Plusieurs rapports suggèrent 
une fusillade entre la police et 
des bandits armés.

« Quoi qu'il en soit, la CPP 
est très préoccupée par 
l'augmentation des pertes des 

vies humaines causées 
par des actes de violence », 
indique le communiqué.“ La 
CPP prend note du fait que la 
police et d'autres agences de 
sécurité ont assumé leur 
r e s p o n s a b i l i t é  d e  
commencer à lutter contre 
les crimes et à faire des surer 

Aujourd’hui 25 novembre 
m a r q u e  l a  J o u r n é e  
internationale contre les 
v i o l ence s  f a i t e s  aux  
femmes. Violences de 
toutes sortes : conjugales, 
sexuelles, morales… Si la 
vague #MeToo n’a pas envahi 
l’Afrique, de plus en plus de 
mouvements féministes 
s’organisent pour défendre 
leurs droits. Comme en Côte 
d’Ivoire par exemple, où des 
organisations ont recensé 

plus de 2 000 cas de 
violences ces deux dernières 
années pour la seule ville 
d’Abidjan, la moitié étant des 
viols.

Selon le rapport de l’ONG 
ivoirienne Citoyennes pour la 
promotion et la défense des 
enfants, femmes et minorités 
(CPDEFM), la pandémie de 
Covid-19 a contribué en 2020 à 
une forte hausse des violences 
sexuelles, environ 30 % des cas 
signalés dans six communes 

Mais la crise sanitaire est 
loin d’être responsable de 
ces oppressions sexistes, 
se lon Dés i rée Dénéo,  
secrétaire générale de la 
Ligue ivoirienne des droits 
des femmes : « Ca peut être 
une femme qui habite à 
Cocody, un quartier huppé 
d'Abidjan, ou une femme qui 
habite dans un village, à 600 
km d'Abidjan, les violences 
sont partout. Elles sont 
banalisées et souvent 
passées sous le prétexte de 
la tradition, de la religion. 
On n'en parle pas forcément. 
»

Fondée en 2019, la Ligue 
accompagne aujourd’hui 
500 femmes victimes de 
violences, la moitié ayant 
subi un viol. Et d’après 
l ’ e n q u ê t e  d e  l ’ O N G  
partenaire CPDEFM, plus de 
400 Abidjanaises sont mortes 
sous les coups de leur 
conjoint l’an dernier. Et il 
n’existe aucun véritable 
centre pour accueillir les 
victimes en sécurité.

« Bon nombre de femmes 
qui partent de foyers 
violents ne portent pas 
plainte. Très souvent, on les 
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L’opposition estime que le gouvernement 
est incapable d'assurer la sécurité

Plus de 400 Abidjanaises tuées par leur 
conjoint en 2020, selon une ONG ivoirienne
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DIMBOURG – La récente Conférence des 
Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques E(COP26) à Glasgow a été, semble-t-il, un 

succès historique. Nous devons cette opinion à nul 
autre le Premier ministre britannique Boris Johnson, 
qui fut l'hôte de cette réunion. Le président de la 
COP26, Alok Sharma, s'est également montré 
optimiste par la suite quant à l'objectif de l'Accord 
de Paris sur le climat de 2015 consistant à limiter le 
réchauffement planétaire à 1,5°C au-dessus des 
niveaux préindustriels. « Nous avons ouvert cette 
réunion en déclarant que nous voulions maintenir 
l'objectf de 1,5°C à portée de main », a déclaré 
Sharma. « C'est bien ce que nous avons fait. » Et 
Johnson a affirmé qu'il n'y avait guère de différence 
entre l'accord proposé par la COP26 pour « éliminer 
» l'utilisation du charbon et le texte final, qui 
s'engageait uniquement à « réduire » l'utilisation du 
charbon.

D'autres ont adopté un point de vue différent. 
Comme on pouvait s'y attendre, Greta Thunberg, 
une militante suédoise pour la lutte contre le 
changement climatique, a déclaré catégoriquement 
que la conférence était « un échec ». Climate Action 
Tracker prévoit que même si toutes les promesses de 
la COP26 pour l'avenir sont satisfaites, la planète est 
sur la bonne voie pour se réchauffer d'au moins 
2,1ºC. Et l'Inde conçoit sa sortie du charbon sur un 
mode progressif, avec une production d'électricité 
au charbon qui devrait augmenter de près de 5 % par 
an cette décennie. Martin Wolf du Financial Timesa 
joué sur les deux tableaux. Pour lui, la COP26 « a été 
à la fois un triomphe et un désastre ».

Mais pour le secteur privé, en particulier pour les 
banques et les autres sociétés financières, la 
conférence sur les banques les plus réticentes sur les 
rives de la rivière Clyde de Glasgow pourrait bien se 
révéler être un moment décisif. Bien que le nuage 
de poussière de charbon ait obscurci d'autres 
problèmes, le rassemblement a débouché sur 
quelques progrès significatifs.

Considérons un problème important qui empêche 
les progrès vers l'écologisation du secteur des 
affaires : l'absence d'un cadre clair et généralement 
acquis pour la déclaration de l'impact climatique de 
l'activité des entreprises. Le problème n'est pas qu'il 
n'y ait aucun cadre, mais plutôt que plusieurs 
modèles concurrents présentent des images 
différentes.

Le Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) 
aux États-Unis, créé par la Value Reporting 
Foundation (VRF) et soutenu par Bloomberg, a 
développé un modèle. Le Forum économique 
mondial (WEF) en a élaboré un autre. La Global 
Reporting Initiative (GRI), basée à Amsterdam, a 
produit une large gamme de normes de durabilité. 
Et l'Équipe spéciale des informations financières 
ayant trait au climat (TCFD), convoquée par le 
Conseil de stabilité financière (CSF) de Bâle, 
recommande un ensemble de divulgations que de 
nombreuses banques ont adoptées sous la pression 
de leurs organes de contrôle – dont un grand nombre 
sont membres du Réseau pour le verdissement du 
système financier (NGFS).

Vous devez vous dire que c'est assez d'acronymes 
pour un paragraphe. Mais un autre est entré dans le 
champ de bataille de Glasgow. Le président des 
fiduciaires de la Fondation internationale pour les 
normes d'information financière, Erkki Liikanen, a 
annoncé la création du Conseil international des 
normes de durabilité (ISSB), qui trônera aux côtés de 
l'autre progéniture de la fondation, le Conseil 
international des normes comptables (IASB). Le 
nouveau conseil d'administration sera basé à 
Francfort (nul doute que les Allemands vont éviter 
un autre acronyme en fondant les quatre mots en un 

seul). L'ISSB visera à produire des normes qui « 
aideront les investisseurs à comprendre comment les 
entreprises réagissent aux questions ESG 
[environnementales, sociales et de gouvernance], 
comme le climat, pour éclairer les décisions de 
répartition des capitaux ».

Il ne fait aucun doute que la normalisation est 
nécessaire, et l'organisation qui a produit une série de 
normes comptables internationales semble être 
l'organisme tout désigné pour prendre en charge ce 
problème. Mais l'ISSB va-t-il s'attirer suffisamment de 
soutien pour compiler les autres acronymes en un seul 
et remporter la partie ?

Un problème évident est qu'après des années d'efforts 
de l'IASB pour concilier ses normes avec celles des 
normalisateurs américains, les Américains ne les ont 
toujours pas adoptées et semblent peu susceptibles de 
le faire. Compte tenu de l'opposition de la plupart des 
professionnels de la comptabilité aux États-Unis, la 
Securities and Exchange Commission des États-Unis est 
réticente à faire passer l'idée devant un Congrès 
méfiant.

Il y a également une hésitation de l'autre côté de 
l'Atlantique, où la Commission européenne travaille 
sur sa propre taxonomie des actifs verts et bruns. Dans 
un entretien que les superviseurs de la Banque 
centrale européenne ont distribué aux banques dans la 
semaine qui a suivi l'annonce de l'ISSB à la COP26, John 
Berrigan, le directeur général des services financiers 
de la Commission, a discuté de la taxonomie de l'UE et 
des plans pour un nouveau règlement sur la publication 
d'informations en matière de durabilité dans le secteur 
des services financiers, sans mentionner l'ISSB.

Berrigan n'a pas mentionné non plus l'autre grande 
initiative du secteur financier issue de la COP26 : 
l'Alliance financière de Glasgow pour zéro émission 
nettes (GFANZ), réunie par Mark Carney, l'ancien 
président du Conseil de stabilité financière, l'actuel 
envoyé spécial des Nations Unies pour l'action et les 
finances sur le climat. Carney a rassemblé 450 banques 
et assureurs pour, entre autres objectifs, mobiliser des 
milliers de milliards de dollars de capitaux pour 
financer la décarbonisation dans les pays émergents et 
en développement. Le chiffre précis qu'il a cité, 130 
billions de dollars, a suscité un certain scepticisme, 
mais l'ampleur de l'ambition est impressionnante, et la 
plupart des banques importantes ont signé le plan.

Ces développements reflètent le bouleversement dans 
l'avis du secteur financier sur le changement 
climatique au cours des deux dernières années. La 
pression exercée par certains investisseurs avisés a 
contribué à ce changement, tandis que les tests de 
stress réglementaires ont mis en évidence la 
vulnérabilité des portefeuilles de prêts à la hausse des 
températures et à l'augmentation du prix du carbone 
fondée sur des politiques. Mais les banquiers sont aussi 
des gens comme vous et moi. Ils croient maintenant 
qu'ils dormiront sur leurs deux oreilles et qu'ils seront 
en mesure de regarder leurs enfants dans les yeux s'ils 
font partie de la transition verte, plutôt que de rester 
des fauteurs de troubles prêts à financer de manière 
myope la dernière tonne de charbon extraite ou le 
dernier baril de brut Brent.

L'ISSB et la GFANZ pourraient donner aux banquiers les 
outils nécessaires pour aider leurs clients à financer et 
à gérer la transition verte. Et les autorités américaines 
et européennes, si elles enterrent la hache de guerre, 
pourraient permettre de traduire ces bonnes 
intentions en actes plus efficaces. Cela signifierait 
moins d'acronymes – et, plus important encore, une 
feuille de route plus claire vers zéro émission nette.

FrançaisFrançais
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La bataille des normes de durabilité

Par Howard Davies
s o c i é t é  a f i n  q u ’ i l s  

deviennent de bons citoyens.
“Si le gouvernement donne 

la priorité à la sécurité de ses 
citoyens en réorganisant le 
secteur de la sécurité en 
mettant un accent particulier 
sur l 'amélioration de la 
formation du personnel de la 
police nationale du Libéria, de 
la Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) et d'autres organismes 
chargés de l'application des 
lois, ce sera bon pour le pays”.« 
En outre, le gouvernement 
devrait allouer des fonds au 
secteur de la sécurité et 
accroître le soutien logistique 
de la police et de la DEA », a dit 
la CPP.

L’opposition invite en outre 
le gouvernement à également 
tourner son attention vers le 
financement des programmes 
de réadaptation pour les 
jeunes défavorisés (ou Zogos).

Selon elle, la création d'un 
environnement amélioré pour 
des activités économiques 
accrues qui créent des 
opportunités d'emploi pour les 
jeunes défavorisés contribuera 
à réduire le taux de criminalité 
à travers le pays.

« La CPP estime qu'un 
gouvernement responsable 
doté de discipline financière, 
de volonté politique et d'une 
bonne gouvernance peut 
parvenir à une société bien 
meilleure et sécurisée », a 
conclu le parti.

protection des femmes et 
l’élargissement de leurs droits, 
comme celui à un avortement 
hors viol et inceste. À 
l’occasion de la Journée 
internationale, la Ligue lance 
une  t ou rnée  na t i ona l e  
d’actions et de sensibilisation 
sur les violences faites aux 
femmes. 

descentes  dans les  
cachettes et les ghettos 
criminels. Toutefois, ces 
opérations arrivent après 
que le gouvernement a 
complètement échoué en ce 
qui concerne assurer la 
sécurité du pays et de ses 
citoyens.

«Les gens rentrent chez 
eux tous les jours tôt dans 
l 'après-midi, avant la 
tombée de la nuit, afin de ne 
pas se faire agresser par les 
criminels. La CPP estime 
que l'augmentation des 
activités criminelles est le 
résultat de difficultés 
é c o n o m i q u e s  s a n s  
p r é c é d e n t  e t  d e  
l'augmentation constante 
du trafic et de la vente de 
drogues illégales », a 
déclaré le parti.“Le trafic 
de drogues illégales est en 
constante augmentation. 
C’est désormais devenu 
l'une des principales sources 
de revenus pour les barons 
de la drogue et les jeunes 
défavorisés”, a dit la 
principale coalition de 
l’opposition.

Elle a ajouté que les 
jeunes défavorisés sont 
également devenus des 
criminels endurcis à cause 
de la drogue et que le 
gouvernement ne prend 
aucune mesure pour se 
réadapter et réintégrer les 
enfants de la rue dans la 

a c c o m p a g n e  
s o c i a l e m e n t ,  
psychologiquement aussi, 
d o n c  m e t t r e  à  l e u r  
disposition des moyens pour 
pouvoir se payer un loyer si 
elle n'avait nulle part où 
aller », poursuit Désirée 
Dénéo.

La responsable regrette 
surtout le manque de 

L’opposition estime que le gouvernement 

Plus de 400 Abidjanaises
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President Weah and his entire 
legislature are passionate 
about the fight against drugs, 
they will be willing to make the 
law non-bailable to deal with 
transporters, instead of 
dealers, and more resources, 
policy and programs will be 
directed to national security to 
save Liberia.

"If the Government of 
Liberia is serious about the 
fight against illicit drugs 
transport in our country, they 
should have a combined fight 
of law enforcement officers to 
go after people who are 
dealing with social circle 
situation, including mental 
health state of youths across 
the country. 

“Youths are vulnerable to 
the unending path of drugs use 
because our borders are 
exposed and security forces 
are limited and underpaid", 
Ballout laments.

Speaking on the Duala 
Kuioway Community situation 
where disadvantaged youth 
allegedly exchanged live 
bullets with state security 
which led to shooting dead of 
three persons, he says calming 
down the situation is no 
enough, but there should be a 
more sustainable approach to 
ending the nightmare of drugs 
transport and uses that is 
damag ing  the  youthfu l  
population.

"The more sustainable 
approach is, the government 
should have a stronger drugs 
law by making it a non-bailable 
crime. Establish technical and 
vocat iona l  school s  and 
rehabilitation centers across 
the counties. Increase our 

inst itut ions for  prompt 
intervention so that she can 
continue her education in any 
part of the country.

The suspect was arrested by 
Police and charged with 
Statutory Rape, consistent 
with Section 14. 70 of the 
Revised Penal Law of Liberia 
with report that he will be 
forwarded to the Pleebo 
Magisterial Court for trial.

As part of efforts to ensure 
that Suspect Sunday Brown 
goes through the due process 

security forces and stop 
underpaying them. Increase the 
budgetary allotment of security, 
mental health and vocational 
t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  a n d  
rehabilitation program", he 
recommends.

He points that arm rubbery 
activities are too many across 
the country because people are 
in possession of illegal fire arms, 
which should also be taken 
seriously because citizens are 
living in total fear due to the 
inability of government to 
provide protection and security 
for its citizens.

 Ballout: "We established the 
small arms commission during 
our service to country. Now, 
where are they? Are they no 
longer up to the task because the 
necessary support is not given? 
These are things we should look 
at.”

He says most of the security in 
the DEA are children helping to 
push drugs , adding that if you 
don't have serious people in the 
security sector, Liberia will 
never have a peaceful society 
free of crimes because people 
will always be willing to 
compromise their value and 
principal for the trafficking of 
drugs.

“We still have chance to end 
this situation in our country that 
is damaging the future of the 
younger generation. We can do 
this together but that can only 
happen once the government 
can treat the cause instead of 
the symptoms by focusing on a 
more sustainable approach to 
ending drugs trafficking", he 
emphasizes.  -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

of law, the Ministry of Gender, 
Children and Social Protection 
coordinator Nathalie Whea has 
launched an SOS call for eleven 
thousand Liberian dollars to 
transfer the suspect to River Gee 
prison facility.

Madam Whea said it is 
regrettable to have the suspect 
going sky-free due to the gravity 
of crime he has committed 
against the state, so she is 
calling on civil society and 
human rights organizations for 
a s s i s t ance .  -Ed i t ing  by  
Jonathan Browne

h e  L i b e r i a n  
Government has Ta n n o u n c e d  t h e  

provision of the initial 
amount of US$ 1 million for 
the continued incremental 
implementation of the 
projects emanating from the 
President Weah recent 
County Tour. 

In a press release issued by 
the Ministry of Information on 
Tuesday, it said the amount 
which was provided through 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning, is a 
demons t ra t i on  o f  t he  
G o v e r n m e n t ’s  s t r o n g  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
implement ing  projects  
promised by Mr. Weah during 
the tour. 

The Ministry noted that 

this initial funding will 
progressively accelerate the 
implementation of the 
President's developmental 
commitments to the people 
of the country.  

It can be noted that in his 
quest  to  decentra l i ze  
development and growth 
across the country, President 
Weah visited 14 of the 15 
counties this year to listen to 
the development needs of the 
p e o p l e .  E x c l u d i n g  
Montserrado County, which is 
yet to be visited due to the 
intensity of the COVID-19 
pandemic, President Weah 
listened to the hundreds of 
petitions from millions of 
Liberians in the rural counties 
and promised to address their 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d  
infrastructure development 
needs. 

President Weah who is 
unhappy with the chronic and 
d i s m a l  l e v e l  o f  
underdevelopment plaguing 
the country since it was 
founded about 200 years ago 
in 1822, committed to 
implementing over 400 
projects across the country to 
a c h i e v e  f i s c a l  a n d  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  
decentralization of the 
country’s resources to 

benefit rural Liberians. 
The implementation of the 

over 400 project commitments 
made by the President will cost 
millions of United States dollars, 
including roads, hospitals, 
clinics, schools, TVET centers, 
market buildings, city halls, 
youth centers, women centers, 
disable community centers and 
housing, and pro-poor housing 
constructions, as well as 
providing funding to market 
women and local farmers to 
stimulate and support the rural 
economy, while also providing 
s t r e e t l i g h t s  a n d  o t h e r  
electrification projects across 
the entire country to foster 
national development. As a 
result, this $1 million will begin 
the implementation of few of 

the over 400 projects across the 
entire country during the 2021 
budget  year.  Therefore,  
President Weah is calling on all 
Liberians within the various 
counties and districts to exercise 
patience as more resources will 
be allocated in the 2022 and 
2023 national budgets to fully 
fulfill these promises as an 
expression of his passionate 
commitment to assuring the 
inclusive development of the 
country.” The release said.

It said to ensure the efficient 
and effective implementation of 
the projects, all projects that 
are selected under this first 
tranche of US$ 1 million will 
commence by November 20, 
2021 with the expected 

completion date set for March 
2022.  

The ministry further stated 
that the projects will largely 
be implemented by LACE and 
other relevant Lead Agencies 
of the Government with 
oversight leadership from the 
M in i s t r y  o f  S t a te  f o r  
Presidential Affairs and the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning, the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
other relevant agencies of the 
Government, while the 
County  Tour  Techn ica l  
Secretariat will provide 
operational support and 
coordination for the effective 
implementation of the 
projects. 

It noted that the Ministry 
o f  P u b l i c  Wo r k s  w i l l  
implement a large portfolio of 
roads and infrastructure 
projects under the County 
Tour framework, while having 
technical oversight on the 
i n f r a s t ruc tu re  r e l a ted  
projects. On the business 
e m p o w e r m e n t  a n d  
agriculture fronts, the 
Ministries of Commerce and 
Agriculture will drive the 
market women US$ 2 million 
loan and farmers’ US$ 16 
million agriculture support 
schemes, while the Gender 
Ministry and the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports  wi l l  
implement the social services 
and youth empowerment 
related projects. The energy 
and city electrification 
projects will be implemented 
by Rural Renewable Energy 
Agency with support from the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy. 

The Ministry again noted 
that under the President’s 
Commitments, the country 
will see the construction and 
upgrading of many hospitals, 
clinics, universities and 
schools from the Ministries of 
Health and Educat ion,  
respectively. 

The implementation of 
these projects, it said will add 
to the large number of County 
Tour related projects that are 
currently ongoing across the 
country, including the 100 
beds Bopolu Hospital in 
Gbarpolu County and the 
newly constructed Gbediah 
Hospital in Rivercess County.

Cont’d from page 7

Cont’d from page 7
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Ex-senator decries 

34-year-old suspect

President Weah County Tour 
Implementation Receives US$1M
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uling Coalition for 
Democratic Change R(CDC) Montserrado 

County Senator Saah H. 
Joseph has been picking 
bones with Amb. Joseph 
Nyumah Boakai. 

He says, the opposition 
Col laborat ing  Pol i t ica l  
Parties (CPP) Chairman and 
Unity Party (UP) standard 
b e a r e r  l a c k s  t h e  
international contact to 
solicit humanitarian aid for 
Liberians. 

Making a brief remark at 
CDC headquarters during the 
launch of  the party’s  
nationwide identification 
database in Congo Town over 
the weekend, Mr. Joseph 
accused Mr. Boakai of seeking 

assistance from his partners 
in the United States where 
the CPP chair went recently 
to seek partners’ support for 
Liberians. 

" L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  
something, the last time 
when I was in the United 
S t a t e s ,  I  v i s i t e d  a n  
organization and I signed an 
agreement with them on 
behalf of the Government of 
Liberia to support us with 
medical supplies until we say 
it's enough,” said Mr. Joseph.  

“They  gave  u s  ten  
containers full with medical 
drugs and other medical 
e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  I  

distributed," he noted. 
He continued that when he 

left the place, Unity Party’s 
presidential aspirant Amb. 
Boakai went to the same place to 
beg for humanitarian assistance. 
Joseph claimed that this 
indicates that former Vice 
President Boakai lack the 
international support. 

Senator Joseph said a 
presidential aspirant in the case 
of Amb. Boakai should be in the 
position to make contacts with 
his own partners, instead of 
chasing people who a senator has 
already engaged. 

Recent ly,  fo rmer  Vice  
President Boakai wrote on his 
Facebook page before coming to 
Liberia saying that as he drew 
down his visit to the United 
States of America, he was 

delighted to announce that a 
huge shipment of needed 
medical supplies and modern 
equipment was on the way to 
Liberia.  

Boakai continued he was 
particularly pleased to have 
inspected the shipment that was 
now set for departure.  

“I want to thank the President 
and CEO of PROJECT C.U.R.E, Dr. 
Douglas Jackson, along with his 
Executive Director, Ms. Ruth G. 
Sanchez and colleague Mrs. 
Vicky Wilson, for the donation to 
the Joseph Boakai Foundation,” 
Amb. Boakai wrote. 

Since 1987, PROJECT C.U.RE. 
has been delivering life-saving 

m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  
equipment to hospitals and 
clinics in 135 countries 
throughout Africa and other 
parts of the developing world.  

Mr. Boakai said he hoped 
that upon arrival, these life-
saving medical supplies and 
modern medical equipment 
will help to benefit Liberians 
who are in dire need of better 
health care across the 
country. 

“In everything we do, let us 
always THINK LIBERIA, LOVE 
LIBERIA and together BUILD 
LIBERIA,” Mr. Boakai noted. 

However, Sen. Joseph 
explained that when the 
opposition ask what will be his 
new platform since he last 
helped in the fight against 
Ebola, they will never 
understand him because he 
continues to deliver the 
deliverables to his people.  

Sen. Joseph indicated that 
he continues to address 
health, transport, education 
and all other sectors in the 
county while the opposition is 
around making noise. 

According to him, on July 
26 of next year, he will be 
officially dedicating and 
turning over to the people of 
J a p a n  F r e e w a y  a n d  
Montserrado County at large, 
the new technical vocational 
school with the capacity of 
five thousands students to 
enab l e  t hem to  have  
vocational skills. 

He  a l so  noted  that  
construction works are fast 
going on at the Nimba United 
field area in Mount Barclay, 
Montserrado County, where 
he is also constructing a 
vocational school with the 
c a p a c i t y  o f  1 0 , 5 0 0  
individuals. 

He said that project is also 
expected to be dedicated and 
turned over to the people of 
Montserrado County. 

"We have about 200 women 
working at the project site 
and they are paid five United 
States dollars a day. The 
registration for the vocational 
school is free to enter. We just 
brought medical doctors and 
medical supplies,” he stated.-
-Edited by Winston W. 
Parley

Cont’d from page 6

power and personal abilities 
to reinforce and facilitate 
legislative oversight including 
by and through the provision 
of  reports to the House of 
Representatives, to various 
committees in the Senate, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  
Committee on Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries,” said 
Madam Cooper. 

“Briefings are being given 
as to the Senior Leadership of 
t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, to cabinet 

colleagues, to the international 
community and to the world at 
large," she explained.

"I herewith respectfully 
inform you, I have not harbored 
any intent to disrespect you, nor 
the relevant Committee, nor this 
venerable Body. I refer to my 
letter of October 22, 2021,” she 
continued.

She indicated that the 

Ministry of Agriculture cannot 
and will not directly or 
indirectly, impede the duties 
and responsibilities or the 
legislative oversight of the 
Sena te  Commi t t ee  on  
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries.
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Boakai lacks international contact
By Lincoln G. Peters

uling Coalition for 
Democrat Change R( C D C )  n a t i o n a l  

chairman Mulbah Morlu has 
termed as embarrassing and 
unacceptable for the CDC’s 
Grand Gedeh County chairman 
to have filed complaint before 
the local magistrate without 
consult ing the national 
executive committee and 
na t i ona l  l eade r sh ip  i n  
Monrovia.

CDC’s Grand Gedeh County 
Chairman Arthur Grant filed a 
formal complaint to the 
National Elections Commission 
magistrate in the county, 
alleging of mal- practices 
during the November 16, 2021 
representative by-election. 

The Grand Gedeh by-
e l e c t i o n  p r o d u c e d  
I ndependent  Cand idate  
Madison Gwian as winner while 
the CDC’s Candidate Jeremiah 
Sokan came second.

But addressing a news 
conference in Monrovia over 
the weekend, Chairman Morlu 
said, the party has since 
congratulated Gwain as 
winner, indicating that CDC is 
not part of the complaint filed 
b e f o r e  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  
magistrate.

Morlu also called on Mr. 
Grant to, with immediately 
effect, withdraw the matter 
from the magistrate.

 On Sunday morning through 
a telephone conversation with 
Chairman Grant, he had 
committed to withdrawing the 
matter  today,  Tuesday,  
November 30. Grant added 
that based on the instruction 
from his boss, Morlu, the Grand 
G e d e h  b r a n c h  h a s  n o  
alternative but to follow the 
party’s mandate.

Speaking further, Morlu 

stated that the CDC has 
embarked on restructuring its 
local leadership throughout the 
country, meaning all local and 
national executive committees 
are dissolved, pending national 
convention and the interim 
structures will be put place in 
days to come.

This is second time since the 
establishment of the CDC to 
have undergone restructure; the 
first was held in 2012, following 
its defeat to the former ruling 
Unity Party. 

According to chairman Morlu, 
the restructuring is intended to 
b r i n g  n e w  i d e a s ,  n e w  
methodologies and a forceful 
energy to the process.

He told the conference that 
CDC and its national leadership 
is not taking the impending 2023 
Legislative and Presidential 
elections lightly. 

H said every individual, zonal 

head and the entire membership 
of the CDC is working around the 
clock for the reelection of 
President Weah and to win more 
legislative seats. 

 “President Weah 12 years of 
leadership is cast in stone so, our 
opt ion  i s  re s t ruc tu r ing ,  
rebranding, total engagement 
with the people,’ he added. 

M o r l u  p r o m i s e d  t o  
constructively engage and detail 
the developmental gains of the 
president to Liberians then 
criticizing the opposition 
community. 

“Our government through our 
first partisan has done more that 
needs to be said then talking 
about opposition here. We will 
talk about developmental gains 
creating the necessary argument 
for reelection then badmouthing 
the opposition,” he said. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Embarrassing 
and unacceptable

Agriculture Minister
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Sports Meet, terming it as lies 
and misleading information.

Providing the clarification 
recently when he visited the 
famous Nancy B.

 Doe Sports Stadium in 
Kakata City, Margibi County, 
Minister Wilson instead, 
thanked members of the 
Marg ib i  County  Spor t s  
Association for the level of 
w o r k  d o n e  s o  f a r  i n  
preparation for the national 
Sports Meet, which according 
to him, starts on December 
11, 2021 in Kakata City. 

He notes that being a 
Marg ib ian  h imse l f  and  
g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  S t .  
Christopher Catholic High 
School in Kakata, he will 
always hope for the best in the 
county.

Minister Wilson commits 
himself to next Friday’s 

he minister of youth 
and sports D. Zoegar TWilson has clarified  

speculations here in the public 
that Margibi County will not 
serve as  official host of the 
2021/2022 National County CONT’D ON PAGE 7

Margibi will host Nat’l County Meet
-Minister Wilson clarifies  

By: Naneka Hoffman 

Youth and Sports Minister D. Zoegar Wilson
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