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ealth officials say 
t h e  n e w  Hcoronavirus variant 

Omicron has now become 
dominant in South Africa and 
is driving a sharp increase in 
new infections.

Some 8,500 new Covid 
infections were registered in 
the latest daily figures.

That is almost double the 
4,300 cases confirmed the 
previous day.

B y  c o n t r a s t ,  d a i l y  
infections were averaging 
between 200 and 300 in mid-
November, a top South 
African scientist told the 
BBC. Omicron has now been 
detected in at least 24 
countries around the world, 
according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 
South Africa was the first 
country to detect the highly 
mutated new variant. Its 
Nat iona l  Ins t i tute  for  
Communicable Diseases 
(NICD) has said more than 70% 
of all the virus genomes it 
sequenced last month have 
been of the new variant.

India, Ghana, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE are among the 

latest countries to have 
confirmed their first cases of 
Omicron. Others including the 
UK, US and Germany have also 
seen people infected by the new 
variant.

Many  ques t i ons  about  
Omicron remain to be answered, 
including how much protection 
current vaccines provide.

The WHO has categorised it as 
a "variant of concern", and says 
early evidence suggests it has a 

was "deeply disappointed" by 
the travel bans, which he 
described as being unjustified.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus later warned that 
blanket Covid measures were 
penalising southern Africa.The 
rate of new infections is 
expected to increase in what is 
now the beginning of the 
fourth wave in South Africa, 
and the national health 
department says there has also 
been a slight increase in 
hospital admissions.

BBC health correspondent 
Nick Triggle says what this 
means for the rest of the world 
remains very uncertain, given 
that South Africa had a wave 
driven by another variant - 
Beta - that did not take off in 
other places.As with previous 
variants Beta and Delta, the 
full picture in South Africa will 
not become clear until "people 

higher re-infection risk.
E a r l i e r  t h i s  w e e k ,  

countries around the world 
restr icted t ravel  f rom 
southern Africa as details of 
the spread emerged. This 
prompted South Africa's 
foreign ministry to complain 
that it was being punished - 
instead of applauded - for 
discovering Omicron.

South Africa's President 
Cyril Ramaphosa also said he 

thiopian troops have 
r e c a p t u r e d  t h e  Ehistoric town of 

Lalibela from Tigrayan 
rebels, the government has 
said.

This is the latest victory 
claimed by the government 
since Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed went to the front lines 
last week to lead the fight-

miles) from Addis Ababa, the 
government said.

State-linked TV aired 
footage of Mr Abiy on Tuesday 
in military jungle fatigues, 
scanning the horizon with 
binoculars.

"The enemy is defeated. 
Our remaining task is to rout 
the enemy and destroy them," 
he told soldiers sitting under 
trees.Last week, TPLF leader 
Debretsion Gebremichael 
wrote to the UN, raising 
concerns about drone strikes 
against civilians.Ethiopia had 
received Chinese drones, as 
well as weapons from Iran, 
Turkey and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Mr Debretsion 
said.There has not been any 
response to his claims.

China's Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi is currently visiting 
Ethiopia. He is expected to 
meet Deputy Prime Minister 

back.
The Tigray People's Liberation 

Front (TPLF) said it had made a 
"strategic withdrawal" from 
certain areas.

Lalibela, famous for its rock-
hewn churches, was captured by 
the rebels in August.

It is a Unesco world heritage 
site in Ethiopia's Amhara region, 
and was a popular tourist 

Demeke Mekonnen, who has 
taken charge of the day-to-day 
running of government while Mr 
Abiy is on the battlefield.

China had opposed foreign 
"meddling" in Ethiopia as Mr 
Abiy's government came under 
pressure from the US and some 
European countries over reports 
of human rights abuses during 
the civil war.Meanwhile, the 
Ethiopia government has 
accused Twitter of targeting 
accounts that are critical of the 
rebels.

Twitter has said it remains 
"neutral to political identity and 
ideology".

L a s t  m o n t h ,  Tw i t t e r  
temporarily removed its trends 
function in Ethiopia, citing ''the 
imminent threat of physical 
harm''. Facebook removed a 
post from Mr Abiy, saying it 
violated its policies against 
inciting violence. BBC

destination before the civil 
war broke out in Ethiopia last 
year.

The conflict started in the 
northern Tigray region, and 
later engulfed other parts of 
Ethiopia as the TPLF launched 
an offensive to reach Addis 
Ababa in the south and the 
border with Djibouti in the 
east, which is crucial for 
getting supplies to landlocked 
Ethiopia.Fears of the rebels 
advancing on Addis Ababa led 
several countries, including 
the US and UK, to urge their 
citizens to leave Ethiopia last 
month.Earlier on Wednesday, 
government  spokesman 
Legesse Tulu was quoted by 
state media as saying the 
military was also confident of 
retaking the strategic city of 
Dessie "in a short period of 
time".

The TPLF captured Dessie 
last month, in what was seen 
as a major blow to the 
government as the city leads 
to both Addis Ababa and the 
border with Djibouti.

Other towns retaken from 
the rebels included Shewa 
Robit, about 220km (135 

get so sick that they need to go 
to hospital" which is generally 
"three, four weeks later," says 
Prof Salim Abdool Karim of the 
A f r i c a  Ta s k  F o r c e  f o r  
Coronavirus.

"But the feedback we're 
getting from the ground is that 
there's really no red flags - we're 
not seeing anything dramatically 
different, what we're seeing is 
what we are used to," he told the 
BBC's Newsday programme.

Most of the people who have 
been hospitalised in South Africa 
had not been vaccinated against 
coronavirus, according to the 
NICD.

There are no vacc ine 
shortages in the country, and Mr 
Ramaphosa has urged more 
people to get jabbed, saying this 
remains the best way to fight the 
virus.About 24% of South 
Africans have so far been fully 
vaccinated - far more than the 
6% average recorded across the 
African continent as of October, 
but lower than the latest 
European average of 54%.BBC
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Omicron drives major surge 
in S Africa Covid cases

South Africa's president has urged everyone to get vaccinated

Ethiopia retakes world 
heritage site - government

The rock-hewn churches of Lalibela are a 
Unesco world heritage site
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RANKFURT – Many countries are reporting 
their highest rates of inflation in decades: F6.2% in the United States, 4.2% in the 

United Kingdom, 5.2% in Germany, and above 4% 
in the eurozone. Some insist that it is a 
temporary phenomenon; others fear that we 
must brace ourselves for an extended period of 
significant price increases driven by 
expansionary monetary policies and rising 
public debts.

Still, both camps agree that at least some of the 
factors behind the recent inflationary surge will 
soon subside or disappear. In 2020, prices rose 
only slightly, and even declined in some cases, 
setting a low baseline for the year-on-year 
increase in 2021. Surging prices for heating oil, 
gas, petrol, and diesel are also generally 
considered to be temporary. A significant 
decline in headline inflation can thus be 
expected in most countries in 2022.

In the longer term, however, we must adapt to 
higher fossil-fuel prices in order to fight climate 
change. Similarly, though the across-the-board 
price spikes in building materials, computer 
chips, and raw materials are not expected to 
continue indefinitely, nor are we likely to find 
lasting relief.

After all, the problem is global. When China 
fully entered world markets in the 1990s, the 
resulting flood of cheap goods placed 
downward pressure not only on prices but also 
on wages. Trade unions, concerned about job 
losses, were reluctant to demand higher wages. 
But now, these pressures are easing.

It would be a mistake to think that globalization 
has ended, but the fact is that international 
economic integration has slowed, owing to the 
COVID-19 crisis, the Trump administration’s 
protectionism, and the decline in the Chinese 
labor supply as its population ages. As a result, 
the global economy is more likely to exert more 
sustained inflationary pressure than in the past.

The argument that today’s inflation is only 
temporary assumes that global unemployment 
remains substantial, and that trade unions are 
weak. In that case, there would be no reason to 
expect that wages will increase significantly, 
leading to a sustained rise in prices.

But that may not be the case, because the 
global economy is at a turning point: conditions 
may be shifting from deflationary to more 
inflationary overall. At the national level, 
wages are being driven up by labor shortages in 
many sectors. The scarcity of truck drivers in 
the UK, for example, has translated into 
considerably higher wage offers. Of course, the 
economic slump caused by the pandemic was 
not comparable to a normal downturn, so it 
remains to be seen how long it will take for 
these sectoral wage increases to spread 
throughout the economy.

In any case, it is monetary policy that 
determines the course of inflation. In the short 
term, central banks can do nothing to prevent a 
price surge caused by factors such as rising 
energy costs, nor should they try to do so. What 
matters is that citizens and financial markets do 
not lose confidence in central banks’ 
determination to stabilize inflation (typically at 
around 2%) over the medium term. So far, the 
flooding of financial markets with liquidity – 

notably through massive bond purchases – has 
played a major role in driving up asset prices. The 
danger now is that this price inflation, combined 
with a large expansion of the money supply, will 
spread to consumer prices, which are also 
affected by the sharp rise in public debt.

The US Federal Reserve and the European Central 
Bank (ECB) consistently assume that today’s 
inflationary expectations are firmly anchored at 
the target level of 2%, and most published 
inflation expectations for the US and the 
eurozone appear to confirm this view. But these 
central banks’ own massive bond purchases are 
distorting market expectations.

Investors with higher inflation expectations tend 
to sell their bonds to the central bank at prices 
that they regard as high. As a result, these 
inflation pessimists are absent from financial 
markets, causing the thermometer of inflation 
expectations to read lower than the actual 
temperature. In fact, comments from citizens, 
consumers, and employees in many countries 
increasingly suggest doubts about the stability of 
inflation expectations at the level claimed or 
desired by central banks.

With inflation having been off the radar for many 
years, it is no surprise that expectations are 
oriented to the past, when the dominant 
expectation was that price stability would 
continue. Central banks’ credibility played a 
decisive role in backstopping that view. But 
credibility can always be called into question. 
After the anticipated decline in early 2022, what 
if inflation rates were to rise again and then 
remain above the 2% level for an extended 
period? Inflation expectations could become 
unanchored and suddenly shift upward.

This risk should not be underestimated, 
especially when the topic of inflation has become 
salient almost everywhere, indicating a clear 
change in citizens’ attitudes. To paraphrase 
former Fed Vice Chair Alan Blinder, inflation 
occurs when people start talking about inflation.

In this context, it is also important to examine the 
changes to monetary-policy strategy that the Fed 
and the ECB have made. With its shift to “average 
inflation targeting,” the Fed is aiming for 
inflation above 2% in order to compensate for 
undershooting that target in the past. Yet in the 
new environment of mounting inflationary 
pressure, the Fed’s credibility could be severely 
tested.

Likewise, the ECB has signaled with its new 
strategy that it will take a far more relaxed view 
of inflation hitting levels above 2% than it did in 
the past. Again, the credibility established over 
many years of doing whatever it took to preserve 
the value of the common currency could now 
quickly be called into question.

The world is undergoing profound change. 
Central banks face a high degree of uncertainty 
for which their traditional models may no longer 
be reliable. But that is even more reason to 
ensure that there is no doubt about their 
determination to defend the stability of the 
currency. Continuing large bond purchases and 
fixing policy for longer periods through forward 
guidance have become less appropriate than 
ever.

EditorialEditorial
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Bush school has never 
helped Liberian children

2021                              

REPORT THAT CHILDREN in Bong County are abandoning 
classes to instead, attend Poro and Sande or traditional 
schools is both disappointing and saddening. In this age when 
children around the world are glued to technology and digital 
education, for Liberian children to opt for practices that had 
left their ancestors and parents behind is unthinkable.   

WHY ARE PARENTS in rural Liberia leading their children to 
doom with bush schools that had never brought any change to 
civilization and cultural improvement? All that comes out of 
those traditional schools, as we have experienced in past 
decades are nothing but poverty, illiteracy, poor health and 
standard of life.

THAT IT TOOK the Superintendent of Bong County, Madam 
Esther Walker, to tour school campuses in Gbarnga and its 
environs to observe students had abandoned classes for 
traditional school speaks to the fact that something is 
seriously or fundamentally wronged with our education 
system.

WHY WOULD PARENTS, guardians and children take less 
interest in formal education than traditional school where all 
they learn is keeping home, hunting and farming? As much as 
informal education is important for cultural purposes, they 
offer very little in terms of societal progress and modernity.

BUT HOW IS the ministry of education making academic 
studies interesting to retain students in class rather than 
sending them out to become ruffians and deviants? There 
seems to be no clear answers from education authorities in 
the country, who are bent on amassing wealth thru exorbitant 
fees, exploiting students and parents.

IT IS DIFFICULT to understand that while students and 
parents in other parts of the world are sacrificing to get an 
education that would change their lives, students and parents 
in Liberia are turning their eyes the other way to tradition 
that has never brought improvement.

THE UNFORTUNATE SITUATION in Bong County is a clarion 
call to educational authorities that it's time to wake up from 
their slumber and inject new dynamism in the educational 
sector, not only to attract but to retain students in class. If all 
students see are poorly prepared instructors asking for money 
and sex in exchange for grades, they would abandon school 
for other less profitable activities, as we are seeing right now. 

THE BONG SCENARIO should not be left with Superintendent 
Walker alone to derive solution. All hands should be on deck, 
including parents, community, youth groups and religious 
leaders should come onboard to save our dear country from 
collapse.

THIS WOULD REQUIRE putting more money or investing more 
in the education sector by training more teachers and revising 
the curriculum to meet current world standards as well as 
keeping students busy in the classroom.

TIME IS RUNNING out. We need to act now to save our nation's 
future which is the youth. To leave them wallop in ignorance 
and illiteracy is counter-productive to building a better 
Liberia. 
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The High Stakes of Rising Inflation

By  Otmar Issing
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Dear Father, 

Have you heard? They say the General is back oo. They say this time 
she has come with reinforcement and is not playing.

Which one of the generals you are talking about my son?

Father, I am talking about the famous General Broh, the no nonsense 
woman, who had intended to stand on 3rd street to see ELWA junction 
by removing all the shacks along the road. I saw her just the other 
day and it was like the old days were back-she only needed that 
power one of my friends said.

Hmmm, this woman again? I thought the people from the Footballer's 
Camp said she was a terror to the village displacing poor people. You 
remember, during the Iron Lady time when even chiefs at the 
Traditional Council were crying all over the place in her name?

Yes, Father, I remembered. But you see oo, the thing the Generel was 
doing and they were accusing her of violating human rights around 
here da the same thing they beg her to come and do after trying for 
whole three years.

Not, only trying for whole three years my son, but they had to wait 
for one white man to come and cursed the entire village as dirty 
people first.

Um, hayaka, the other day, they said she went to one Lebanese man 
restaurant it was not easy there.

Tell me something my son!

Hmmm, they say the first thing she did was to introduce herself 
calling her full name. You know, they way she can call her own name 
as if she expects the person to run upon hearing it ehn. They say just 
like that poor old Lebanese man must bury himself underground.

You joking, my son!

Oh, Father, they say the woman na play there oo. Now go and see the 
place na na. It clean like broken plate.

And Father not only that place oo. Yesterday she passed by my office 
all the old toilet houses were down. But da small fine she issuing all 
over the place.

Hmmm, I hope some of the people behind her are not using this as a 
means to start harassing people, the way the used to it already.

But come to think of it Father, this village na like soft people-it's like 
bad sore, it like bad medicine. People like General Broh, they are not 
looking for favor, so when you give them a piece of job, rest assure it 
will be carried out to the letter.

My son, I hear all the thing them you been talking but let me ask you 
ya, the Footballer must wait for one white man from Uncle Sam's 
cousin village to say the village is the most dirtiest village in our 
entire clan before he put people to work?-I tire ya.

Anyway, thank God for General Broh, she is back so are we!

Lord, the General 
is back!

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!
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o n g  C o u n t y  
Superintendent Esther BWalker gives operators 

of Poro and Sande (traditional 
schools) institutions in Bong 
County up to December 5, 2021 
to halt operation to enable 
school-age children return to 
regular academic learning.

Superintendent Walker says 
her action followed a recent 
tour of various school campuses 
in the county when she observed 
school-age girls and boys 
a b a n d o n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  
traditional education.

Report says students who left 
school to attend the Poro and 
Sande institutions across the 
country are in their thousands.

“I call you people my 
traditional Zoes and school 
administrators, among others to 
a  d a y ’ s  m e e t i n g ” ,  
Superintendent Walker said 
recently in Gbarnga, Bong 
County.

The New Dawn reporter who 
attended the meeting, said 
after the forum, Superintendent 
Esther Walker gave operators of 
traditional schools up to 5th 
December, to shut down amid 
speculations that President 
George Weah is due in Bong 
County on December 10, 2021.

The New Dawn gathers that 
o v e r  3 0 0  w o m e n  h a v e  
reportedly died in bush schools 
in Nimba County, that shares 

boundary with Bong County, from 
harsh conditions meted against 
them, including female genital 
mutilation (FGM)  or cutting 
during the course of the Bush 
school that took place in several 
parts of the county.

The Government of Liberia and 
the international partners 
vehemently opposed dangerous 
practices of FGM and want it 
abolished, but traditional people 
in the country are yet to obey said 
order.

Reports also had it that 
inspectors posted in various 
counties allegedly receive bribes 
from traditional people and allow 
them to operate bush schools 
were girls and boys as young as 

three to five years, are enrolled 
and taught issues of life, including 
war lessons.

The bush schools include Poro 
and Sande - the former for men 
and boys, and the latter for 
women and girls. Lessons taught 
among others include hunting, 
farming, caring skills and 
defending the family – for males, 
and cooking, caring for future 
husbands, babies and family 
membe r s  -  f o r  f ema l e s ,  
respectively.

Graduates of bush school come 
out prepared for marriage and 
raising families. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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Pleebo-Sodoken District, 
Maryland County.

Speaking during the joint 
meeting in the Office of 
Speaker Chambers, GVL 
executives disclosed that 
construction works for the mill 
have reached optimal level 
a n d  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  
companies, GVL and MOPP-
SIFCA would had commissioned 
the plant for full operations by 
15th  June, 2021.

Mr. Ferdy Surya Handojo 

and Mr. Elvis G. Morris were two 
executives who spoke on behalf 
of GVL and made the disclosure.

According to them, when 
commissioned, the plant will be 
called Golden-SIFCA Palm Mill 
with a capacity to extract tons of 
palm oil from palm fruits, along 
with other usable products. 

They detailed that the mill 
o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  b r i n g  
employment opportunities to 

raditional leaders, 
including youths, Twomen, men and 

e l de r s  have  be s i eged  
operat iona l  s i te  of  a  
concession company in 
Pleebo, Maryland County 
Electoral district#2 for three 
(3) days, in demand of copy of 
the concession agreement 
otherwise known as Golden 
SIFCA Agreement, including 
employment opportunities 
other benefits.

However, after several 
interventions by local  
authorities in the county, the 
traditional leaders agreed 
with conditions, to allow the 
company resume normal 
operations.

Golden-SIFCA group of 
company is a joint venture 
between two agriculture 
companies: Golden Veroleum 
Liberia (GVL) and MOPP-
SIFCA with a focus on planting 
a n d  h a r v e s t i n g  p a l m  

plantations in southeastern 
Liberia, affecting Maryland, 
Sinoe, and Grand Kru counties.

oth companies reached an 
agreement in a joint meeting 
with Speaker Bhofal Chambers 
and members of the Maryland 

County Legislative Caucus 
under the chairmanship of 
Rep. Isaac B. Roland at the 
Capitol Building in Monrovia 
to have constructed a multi-
million dollar state-of-the-art 
palm processing mill in 

h e  S e n a t e  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  Tdefence, security, 

intelligence and veterans’ 
affairs has recommended a 
need for government to 
consider the security sector 

in the budget year leading to 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  
legislative elections in 2023, 
to enable recruitment and 
training to boost strength of 
entities in the security sector.

The  commit tee  has  

presented to Plenary an 
investigative report, containing 
findings and recommendations 
on alleged kidnapping and 
ritualistic killings in Liberia.

The report says during 
investigation, the Justice 
Minister Musa Dean said that the 
lack of budgetary support for 
national security institutions 

greatly affects their operational 
capacities.

According to the committee 
findings, Minister Dean cited the 
lack of manpower as one key 
challenge facing the sector.

The Attorney General l  

recalled that under UNMIL 
drawdown plan, the targeted 
manpower of the Liberia 
National Police was put at 
8,000, but current strength of 
the Police is less than 4,000, 
the committee noted.

The investigation was 
ordered by a communication 
from Grand Bassa County 
S e n a t o r,  N y o n b l e e  K .  
Lawrence, raising concern 
about alleged kidnapping and 
r i t u a l i s t i c  k i l l i n g s  i n  
Montserrado County and other 
parts of the country.

This followed discovery of 
series of murdered-related 
d e a d  b o d i e s  a c r o s s  
Montserrado County between 
June and October this year 
that received public outcry. 

In this light, plenary 
mandated the committee to 
invest igate and report  
f indings for legislative 
actions.

 Making the motion to 
increase the budget for 
security, Montserrado County 
Senator, Saah H. Joseph said, 
t he  repo r t  s hou ld  be  
published by the Senate 
Public Relations Department 
f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
international partners and 
that monies should also be 
placed in the national budget 
for the operations of the 
security sector. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Senate recommends recruitment 
for security sector
-Ahead of 2023 elections 

By Ethel A Tweh

Traditional leaders demand 
benefits from concession  

Patrick N. Mensah, 
Maryland County

The Golden-SIFCA Palm Mill in Maryland County

Bong Supt. orders 
bush schools closed

By Thomas Domah, Nimba County
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he Plenary of the 
Liberian Senate on TT h u r s d a y ,  2  

December  2021  f i ned  
Agriculture Minister Jeanine 
M. Cooper L$4,999 for 
obstructing Legis lat ive 
functions.  

The fine followed a 
contempt hearing in which 

the Minister was found guilty 
on Tuesday, 30 November 
2021. 

She was tried based on 
counts of noncompliance and 
gross disrespect to the 
Senate’s standing committee 
on Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries. 

The Senate’s decision to 

fine Minister Cooper was based 
o n  a  m o t i o n  m a d e  b y  
Montserrado County Senator 
Abraham Darius Dillon.  

The Agriculture Minister was 
mandated by the Plenary to pay 
into government revenues the 
L$4,999 with a receipt presented 
to the Secretary of the Senate on 
or before the next sitting of the 
Senate. 

The Minister is also mandated 
by the Plenary to resubmit 
herself to the committee to have 
the unresolved issues discussed 
and possibly resolved. 

Responding to the charges 
against her on Tuesday, Madam 
Cooper said it has never been the 
intention of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and its officials to 

deliberately, willfully and 
intentionally refuse to comply 
with requests from the 
relevant committees to 
appear.  

S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
whenever duly cited, the 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
represented by her, when she 
is in the country or in her 
absence, the Acting Minister 
will appear along with 
relevant documents to answer 
queries. 

Minister Cooper also 
informed the Plenary of the 
Liberian Senate that she was 
misled by her Deputy Minister 
for Technical Services, Robert 
KerkulahFagans, who was 
acting as Minister while she 
was abroad on an official trip. 

"I have done all within my 
power and personal abilities 
to reinforce and facilitate 
legislative oversight including 
by and through the provision 
of reports to the House of 
Representatives, to various 
Committees in the Senate, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  
Committee on Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries,” she 
said.  

“Briefings are being given 
as to the senior leadership of 
the House of Representatives, 
to cabinet colleagues, to the 
international community and 
to the world at large," she 
concluded.

 female organization 
under the banner AGirls Alliance for 

Future Leadership,  has 
organized an indoor program in 
observance of the 14th 
anniversary of the death of 13- 
year-old Angel Togba, who was 
found hanging in the home of 
her guardians. 

14 years ago, little Angel 
Togba, then a student of the 
Christ the King Catholic 
School, was found dead in the 
home of her adopted parents, 

Mr.  Hens Williams and 
MardeaPaykue, in Old Road 
community.

Speaking at the observance 
of Angel Togba Day in 
Monrovia, the Advocacy 
Officer of the Girls Alliance for 
Future Leadership, Kadiatu 
Bah, in a message delivered on 
behalf of the late Angel, noted 
that she was raped and killed, 
contrary to ruling by the 
Supreme Court of Liberia that 
pointed to suicide.

According to Miss Bah, 

young girls in Liberia are 
currently living in fear because 
of the high rate of killings and 
mysterious deaths in several 
parts of the country.

The group has also expressed 
concerns about the level of 
insecurity in the country as 
evident by the discovery of dead 
bodies in several locations 
throughout the country.

It is at the same time calling 
on President George Weah to 
make the fight against violence 
against females the number one 
crime in the country, because of 
the increase of abuse against 
females here.

Girls Alliance for Future 
Leadership is also calling on the 
judiciary to ensure justice for 
women and girls and stop all 
forms of abuses against women 
and girls by bringing tough 
sentences against perpetrators.

The program, which was held 
on the campus of the Cathedral 
Catholic School, was graced by 
female students from several 
high schools in Monrovia and its 
environs. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

argibi County is 
expected to get Mo v e r  T h r e e  

H u n d r e d  T h i r t y - N i n e  
Thousand United States 
Dollars (+339K) in what the 
Liberia Revenue Authority 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Real Estate Tax Division, Hon. 
James A. Jaber; termed as 
“Real Property tax-shared” 
projection for the people of 
the county through the 
collection of Real Property 
Tax from the expansion. 

The LRA is expected to 
launch the Real Property Tax 
Administration Expansion 
Pilot Project in Kakata City, 
Margibi County on December 
15, 2021.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  
Commissioner Jaber, Six 
Hundred  Seventy -N ine  
Thousand United States 
D o l l a r s  ( U S $ 6 7 9 K )  i s  
projected for the total 
collection of Real Property 
tax from Margibi County 
targeting an estimated Eight 

Thousand Two Hundred and Ten 
(8,210) properties to be 
captured from the exercise as 
stated during the consultative 
meeting with local officials and 
stakeholders in the county.

He noted that the Real Estate 
Tax Division has been working 

closely with the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, the County 
Superintendent and Local 
Officials including the people 
of Margibi County with 
support from the Ministry of 
Finance and Development 
Planning to ensure that the 

Real Property Tax is expanded 
into Margibi County.

 “Like we said rightly, 
there’s going to be a revenue 
sharing of fifty percent (50%) 
each meaning whatsoever 
revenue that will be generated 
as a result of the real property 
tax collected from the county, 
fifty percent will be given back 
to the county and fifty percent 
will be used for the national 
government’’ he asserted.

According to him, from the 
consultative meetings held 
w i t h  t h e  C o u n t y  
Superintendent and Local 
Officials of Margibi County, the 
LRA was able to select Tax 
Agents who will be involved 

with capturing of properties 
from the different communities 
in the electoral districts of 
Margibi County. “

T h e  H o n .  A s s i s t a n t  
Commissioner indicated that 
currently they are preparing for 
the launch of the pilot project on 
December 15, 2021 and is 
certain to pilot this project with 
robust Tax collections from the 
Tax Agents in the county.

He stated that out of Eighty-
Four (84) Tax Agents, Seventy-
Nine (79) of them will be directly 
e n g a g e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
communities, while four (4) 
persons will serve as Tax Agents’ 
Heads. 
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Senate fines Agriculture Minister LD$4,999 
By Ethel A Tweh

Margibi County to get over 339K in LRA 
“Real Property tax-shared” Projection 

Girls Alliance 
commemorates 
late Angel Togba
-14 years after her demise

By Bridgett Milton

The late Angel Togba

Min. Jeanine M. Cooper
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Le fait que les enfants du comté de Bong abandonnent les cours 
pour aller fréquenter les écoles traditionnelles comme Poro et 
Sande est à la fois décevant et triste. À cette époque où les enfants 
du monde entier sont collés à la technologie et à l’éducation 
numérique, il est impensable que les enfants libériens optent pour 
des pratiques qui ont mis en retard leurs ancêtres et leurs parents 
en termes de développement.

Pourquoi les parents en milieu rural au Libéria préfèrent conduire 
leurs enfants à l’école traditionnelle qui n’a jamais apporté de 
changement à la civilisation et à l’amélioration culturelle ? Tout ce 
qui sort de ces écoles traditionnelles, comme nous l’avons 
constaté au cours des dernières décennies, n’est rien d’autre que 
la pauvreté, l’analphabétisme, la mauvaise santé et un niveau de 
vie misérable.

La surintendante du comté de Bong, Madame Esther Walker, a fait 
le tour des écoles de Gbarnga et ses environs et observé que les 
élèves ont abandonné les cours pour rejoindre l’école 
traditionnelle. Cela montre que notre système éducatif ne se 
porte pas bien.

Pourquoi les parents, les tuteurs et les enfants s'intéressent moins 
à l’éducation formelle et préfèrent l’école traditionnelle où tout 
ce qu’ils apprennent est de rester à la maison, de chasser et de 
cultiver ? 
Autant l’éducation informelle est importante à des fins 
culturelles, autant elles offrent très peu en termes de progrès 
sociétal et de modernité.

Mais en quoi le ministère de l’Éducation rend-il les études 
intéressantes pour retenir les enfants en classe ? Hélas, rien de 
bon. Conséquence : la plupart d’eux finissent par devenir des 
voyous. Il ne semble pas y avoir de réponses claires de la part des 
autorités du système éducatif du pays quant à comment rendre 
l’école attrayante. Tout ce qui les intéresse, c’est d’amasser des 
richesses en rendant les frais de scolarité très exorbitants et en 
exploitant les élèves et les parents.

Il est difficile de comprendre que tandis que les élèves et les 
parents dans les autres pays du monde se sacrifient pour une 
éducation de qualité qui leur permettra d'améliorer leurs 
conditions de vie, les élèves et les parents au Libéria tournent les 
regards vers des pratiques traditionnelles qui n’ont jamais apporté 
d’amélioration dans leur vie.

La situation malheureuse dans le comté de Bong est un appel 
clairement lancé aux autorités qu’il est temps de se réveiller de 
leur sommeil et d’injecter un nouveau dynamisme dans le secteur 
éducatif, non seulement pour attirer mais pour retenir les enfants 
en classe.  Si des instructeurs mal préparés continuent de 
demander aux élèves de l’argent et du sexe en échange de bonnes 
notes, alors ces derniers finiront par abandonner l’école pour se 
livrer à d’autres activités moins rentables, comme nous le voyons 
actuellement.

Le scénario de Bong ne devrait pas être laissé au surintendant 
Walker seul pour trouver une solution. Tout le monde doit se serrer 
les coudes, y compris les parents, la communauté, les groupes de 
jeunes et les chefs religieux, pour sauver notre cher pays de 
l’effondrement.
Cela nécessite de consacrer plus d’argent ou d’investir davantage 
dans le secteur de l’éducation en formant plus d’enseignants et en 
révisant le programme pour répondre aux normes mondiales 
actuelles, tout en faisant en sorte que les élèves soient occupés en 
classe.

Le temps presse. Il faut que nous agissions dès maintenant pour 
sauver l’avenir de notre nation et l’avenir de notre jeunesse. Les 
laisser sombrer dans l’ignorance et l’analphabétisme est contre-
productif.  

Éditorial
algré l’assurance 
du gouvernement Md u  L i b é r i a  

d’augmenter les salaires des 
professeurs de l’Université du 
Libéria, l’Association des 
professeurs de l'Université du 
Liberia (ULFA) ont publié un 
communiqué pour annoncer 
leur refus d’aller en classe et 
de participer aux activités 
académiques de l’université.

L ’ U L F A ,  d a n s  u n  
communiqué, a annoncé 
qu’elle s’était désengagée de 
t o u t e s  l e s  a c t i v i t é s  
académiques à compter du 
mercredi 1er décembre 2021, 
malgré l’intervention et 
l ’ e n g a g e m e n t  d u  
gouvernement à commencer 
à répondre aux principales 
demandes de l’association.

L’ULFA a pris la décision 
l o r s  d ’une  a s semb lée  
générale spéciale tenue au 
campus de Capitol Hill de 
l’Université du Libéria (UL), 
présidée par la présidente de 
l’association, le Dr Edna 
Johnny.

P l u s i e u r s  s o u r c e s  
présentes de la réunion du 
mercredi 1er décembre ont 

révélé au journal NewDawn que 
le ministre des Finances Samuel 
Tweah se trouvait sur le campus 
universitaire et avait signé un 
protocole d’accord avec l’ULFA 
qui est en passe d’être mis en 
œuvre.

Le ministre Tweah, selon 
plusieurs sources, a cherché à 
éviter le boycott imminent de 
t o u t e s  l e s  a c t i v i t é s  

académiques. Il avait entamé 
des négociations, mais les 
enseignants ne veulent rien 
comprendre.

Les éléments clés du 
protocole d’accord devraient 
inclure la réforme des salaires 
pour mettre fin à la disparité 
entre les administrateurs et 
les professeurs titulaires d’un 

Sous forme numérique ou 
en présentiel, où auront lieu 
en décembre les rendez-vous 
phares de la culture africaine 
? Voici treize propositions en 
France, au Sénégal, en RDC, 
en Belgique, au Burkina Faso, 
au Maroc, au Rwanda, au 
Congo-Brazzavi l le...  Et 
n’hésitez pas à nous envoyer 
vos « incontournables » à 
l ’ a d r e s s e  
rfipageculture@yahoo.fr.

À partir du 2 décembre, 
l’exposition collective Entre-
Acte se déploie sur la 
plateforme artistique Selebe 
Yoon à Dakar, au Sénégal. 

Rebecca Brodskis (France), Rufai 
Zakari (Ghana) et Khadim Bamba 
(Sénégal) « révéleront la 
multiplicité des visages d’une 
société contemporaine et les 
paysages urbains des villes 
d’Afrique de l’Ouest à travers 
l’usage de la peinture à l’huile, 
des textiles et du plastique 
recyclé ».

L’exposition s’inscrit dans le 
cadre de la 10e édition de 
Partcours, le rendez-vous annuel 
des 30 meilleurs espaces d’arts 
de Dakar qui propose jusqu’au 12 
décembre des vernissages et des 
rencontres organisées dans les 

quartiers. Le but étant de 
dessiner « une autre carte de 
la Cité, une géographie 
sensible d’un Dakar qui se 
renouvelle ».

La Galerie Cécile Fakhoury 
y présente à partir du 2 
décembre la  première  
exposition personnelle de 
Serigne Ibrahima Dieye au 
Sénégal. Doté de son style 
acéré et ses fables sombres, 
l’artiste se penche dans 
Métamorphoses ondulatoires 
« sur les dérives des médias et 
du "tout communicationnel" 
».

La Tunis Fashion Week se 
p résente  comme «  le  
carrefour de la créativité sous 
toutes  ses  coutures  »  
s ouha i t an t  s ou ten i r  «  
l’ingéniosité pluriartistique 
africaine ».

La 7e édition se tient du 2 
au 5 décembre dans le sud-
ouest de la Tunisie, au milieu 
du Sahara, près de la ville de 
Tozeur, pour réunir au-delà de 
la mode aussi d’autres 
artistes pour des défilés 
(retransmis en direct dans des 
salles de cinéma Pathé Tunis, 
les réseaux sociaux et le site 
fashionweektunis.tn), des 
e x p o s i t i o n s ,  d e s  
performances, des ateliers, 
des workshops…

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

            FRIDAY       DECEMBER   03

L’école traditionnelle n’a jamais 
aidé les enfants libériens

Les professeurs de 
l’université du Libéria

Culture africaine: les rendez-
vous en décembre 2021
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RANCFORT – Nombre de pays connaissent un 
taux d'inflation jamais atteint depuis des Fdécennies : 6,2% aux USA, 4,2% au Royaume-

Uni, 5,2% en Allemagne et plus de 4% dans la zone 
euro. Certains observateurs estiment qu'il s'agit d'un 
phénomène passager, d'autres craignent qu'il ne 
faille se préparer à une longue période de hausse des 
prix due à une politique monétaire expansionniste 
et au creusement des dettes publiques.

Néanmoins, les uns comme les autres admettent que 
certains des facteurs à l'origine de la récente 
poussée inflationniste vont bientôt disparaître. Les 
prix n'ont pas beaucoup augmenté en 2020, et ils ont 
même diminué dans certains cas, d'où un niveau de 
référence assez bas pour la mesure de leur hausse en 
2021 par rapport à l'année précédente. On considère 
généralement que la hausse du prix du chauffage, du 
gaz, de l'essence et du diesel est aussi temporaire. 
Aussi peut-on s'attendre pour 2022 à une baisse 
significative de l'inflation globale presque partout 
dans le monde.

Cependant, à long terme nous devrons nous adapter 
à un prix plus élevé des combustibles fossiles afin de 
lutter contre le changement climatique. Et même si 
la flambée du prix des matériaux de construction, 
des puces électroniques et des matières premières 
ne se poursuit pas indéfiniment, ce ne sera sans 
doute pas la fin de nos difficultés.

Le problème est mondial. Lorsque la Chine a fait son 
entrée sur les marchés internationaux dans les 
années 1990, le flot de marchandises bon marché 
qui en a résulté a exercé une pression à la baisse non 
seulement sur les prix, mais aussi sur les salaires. 
Inquiets des pertes d'emplois, les syndicats étaient 
réticents à réclamer une hausse des salaires. Mais 
aujourd'hui ces pressions s'atténuent.

Ce serait une erreur de croire que la mondialisation 
est terminée, mais le fait est que l'intégration 
économique internationale a ralenti en raison de la 
pandémie, du protectionnisme de Trump et de la 
baisse de l'offre de main-d'œuvre chinoise due au 
vieillissement de sa population. L'économie 
mondiale pourrait donc exercer une pression 
inflationniste plus soutenue que par le passé.

L'idée que l'inflation actuelle est temporaire 
suppose que le chômage mondial reste important et 
que les syndicats sont faibles. Il n'y aurait alors 
aucune raison de s'attendre à ce que les salaires 
augmentent de manière significative et entraînent 
durablement une hausse des prix.

Mais cela ne se passera peut-être pas ainsi, car 
l'économie mondiale est à un tournant : la situation 
pourrait évoluer de la déflation à l'inflation. Au 
niveau national, le manque de main-d'œuvre dans 
de nombreux secteurs pousse les salaires à la 
hausse. Ainsi la pénurie de chauffeurs routiers au 
Royaume-Uni s'est traduite par des offres de salaire 
considérablement plus élevées. Bien sûr, le 
marasme économique provoqué par la pandémie 
n'était pas comparable à une récession normale, 
aussi reste-t-il à voir combien de temps il faudra 
pour que les hausses de salaires sectorielles se 
propagent à l'ensemble de l'économie.

Or c'est la politique monétaire qui détermine 
l'évolution de l'inflation. À court terme, les banques 
centrales ne peuvent rien faire pour empêcher une 
flambée des prix causée par des facteurs tels que la 
hausse des coûts de l'énergie - et elles ne devraient 
pas essayer de le faire. Il faut surtout que les 
citoyens et les marchés financiers ne perdent pas 
confiance dans la détermination des banques 
centrales à stabiliser l'inflation (généralement 
autour de 2 %) à moyen terme. Jusqu'à présent, le 
flot de liquidités qui a inondé les marchés financiers 

(notamment par des achats massifs d'obligations) a 
joué un rôle majeur dans la hausse du prix des actifs. 
Le danger est maintenant que cette hausse, combinée 
à un accroissement marqué de la masse monétaire, se 
propage aux prix à la consommation qui sont 
également affectés par le creusement de la dette 
publique.

La Fed (Réserve fédérale américaine) et la BCE 
( B a n q u e  c e n t r a l e  e u r o p é e n n e )  p a r t e n t  
systématiquement du principe que les prévisions 
inflationnistes actuelles sont fermement ancrées au 
niveau cible de 2 %, et la plupart des prévisions 
d'inflation concernant les USA et la zone euro 
confirment ce point de vue. Mais les achats massifs 
d'obligations par ces banques centrales faussent les 
attentes du marché.

Les investisseurs qui prévoient une inflation plus 
importante ont tendance à vendre leurs obligations à 
la banque centrale à des prix qu'ils considèrent comme 
élevés. Ces investisseurs pessimistes en matière 
d'inflation sont donc absents des marchés financiers, 
d'où une évaluation des anticipations d'inflation 
faussée à la baisse. Dans de nombreux pays, les 
sondages effectués auprès des citoyens, des 
consommateurs et des employés révèlent des doutes 
croissants quant à la stabilité des anticipations 
d'inflation au niveau affiché ou souhaité par les 
banques centrales.

L'inflation ayant disparu des radars depuis plusieurs 
années, il n'est pas surprenant que les attentes soient 
orientées vers le passé, à une époque où l'on pensait 
que la stabilité des prix allait se poursuivre. La 
crédibilité des banques centrales a joué un rôle décisif 
pour forger ce point de vue, mais la crédibilité n'est 
jamais définitivement acquise. Après la baisse prévue 
pour début de 2022, que se passera-il si l'inflation 
augmente à nouveau et se stabilise au-dessus du seuil 
de 2 % pendant une période prolongée ? Les 
anticipations d'inflation pourraient alors se déplacer 
soudainement vers le haut.

Ce risque ne doit pas être sous-estimé, surtout lorsque 
l'inflation est à l'ordre du jour presque partout - ce qui 
indique un changement d'attitude des citoyens. Pour 
paraphraser l'ancien vice-président de la Fed, Alan 
Blinder, l'inflation se produit lorsque les gens 
commencent à en parler.

Dans ce contexte, il faut aussi examiner les 
changements de politique monétaire de la Fed et de la 
BCE. Avec le basculement vers le "ciblage d'un taux 
d'inflation moyen", la Fed se fixe pour objectif un taux 
d'inflation supérieur à 2%, de manière à compenser les 
taux inférieurs à cette valeur cible dans le passé. 
Néanmoins la crédibilité de la Fed pourrait être 
soumise à rude épreuve dans le cadre d'une pression 
inflationniste à la hausse.

De même, la nouvelle stratégie de la BCE montre 
qu'elle elle adoptera une attitude plus souple quant à 
un dépassement d'un taux d'inflation de 2%. Sa 
crédibilité acquise au cours des nombreuses années où 
elle s'est engagée à faire tout ce qu'il faut pour 
préserver la valeur de la monnaie commune pourrait 
alors elle aussi se voir remise en question.

Le monde est en pleine transformation. Les banques 
centrales font face à tant d'incertitude qu'elles ne 
pourront peut-être plus s'appuyer sur leurs modèles 
traditionnels. C'est une raison supplémentaire pour 
veiller à ce qu'il n'y ait aucun doute quant à leur 
détermination à défendre la stabilité de la monnaie. 
Continuer les achats d'obligation à grande échelle et 
décider de mesures pour de longues périodes dans le 
cadre du guidage des anticipations (forward guidance) 
est devenu totalement inapproprié.

FrançaisFrançais

une évaluation transparente des 
recettes et des dépenses de l’UL 
mercredi prochain. Toutes les 
sources de revenus seront 
comparées aux dépenses, ont 
indiqué nos sources.

En outre, le ministre des 
Finances aurait également 
accepté de prendre en charge la 
masse salariale de l’UL, ce que 
l’ULFA aurait déjà exigé.

À l’avenir, ont ajouté nos 
sources, une certaine fraction 
des frais de scolarité gratuits 
sera affectée à la résolution des 
prob lèmes  a f fectant  le s  
professeurs.Certaines personnes 
proches du dossier ont indiqué 
que le président de l’ULFA, le Dr 
Johnny, a travaillé dur, mais il 
semble qu’elle se heurte à des 
personnes qui ont d’autres 
objectifs.

La résolution de l’ULFA 
adoptée lors de l’assemblée 
générale spéciale mercredi a 
déclaré que les membres du 
corps professoral présents à 
l’assemblée générale spéciale 
ont déploré le retard délibéré de 
la part du gouvernement et de 
l’administration de l’UL à 
adhérer à la mise en œuvre du 
protocole d’accord signé le 1er 
octobre 2021 pour les deux 
premiers mois ( octobre et 
novembre 2021) livrables 
conformément aux délais 
indiqués dans le protocole 
d’accord.

Dr Agnes Reeves – Taylor, 
ex -épouse  de  l ’anc ien  
président libérien emprisonné 
Charles Ghankay Taylor, a 
déposé une plainte contre 
l’ancienne commissaire de la 
C o m m i s s i o n  v é r i t é  e t  
réconciliation (TRC), Madame 
Massa A. Washington, pour 
diffamation, et réclame la 
bagatelle de plus d’un million 
de dollars américains de 
dommages et intérêts. Elle lui 

reproche d’avoir publié de fausses informations pour ternir son 
image.

Le Dr Reeves – Taylor, qui travaille maintenant en tant que 
directeur exécutif de l’Institute of Policy Studies and Research, à 
l’Université du Libéria (UL), a accusé Mme Washington dans la 
plainte qu’elle a déposée au tribunal de droit civil d’avoir tenté de 
ternir son image.

« Les publications étaient jugées insuffisantes, contrairement à 
la loi. J’exige donc des dommages-intérêts d’un montant de 1 500 
000 $ US pour les déclarations diffamatoires qu’elle a eu à porter 
contre moi”, a-t-elle dit.

Selon elle, les fausses informations présumées qui ont été 
publiées sur Internet et dans la presse écrite le 13 octobre 2021 ont 
considérablement nui à sa réputation.

La Cour de droit civil a ordonné à l’accusée Washington de 
comparaître le 20 décembre 2021.

Dr Reeves – Taylor se plaint d’avoir souffert d’une grave angoisse 
mentale et d’une humiliation au point que le public la considère 
comme une personne qui ne présente pas ou ne possède pas le 
genre de rectitude morale pour être un fonctionnaire 
international.

doctorat.
Mais le coût, selon des 

sources, est de 3,5 millions de 
dollars et le gouvernement a 
accepté de trouver 2 millions 
de dollars supplémentaires à 
partir du 1er janvier 2022. 
Av e c  c e t t e  n o u v e l l e  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  d u  
gouvernement, cela signifie 
qu’un enseignant qui a une 
ma î t r i s e  e t  c i nq  an s  
d’expérience recevra 470 
USD de plus. L’accord aurait 
été conclu lors d’une réunion 
avec l’ULFA mercredi.

Le paiement des arriérés 
de salaire de l’ancienne 
présidente de l’UL, le Dr 
Ophélie Inez Weeks, était 
également scellé. L’ULFA a 
déclaré que l’administration 
leur devait 850 000 $, mais 
que le gouvernement avait 
réglé avec eux le paiement de 
700 000 $.

Le gouvernement en a 
déjà traité 500 000 et traite 
les 200 000 autres à payer 
d’ici le vendredi 3 décembre 
2021, selon des sources.

En dépit de leurs grandes 
demandes traitées au vu de 
ces informations mercredi, 
nos sources ont indiqué que 
l’ULFA a cependant choisi de 
déposer la craie.

Pendant ce temps, ce 
journal a été informé que le 
ministre Tweah a appelé à 
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Les professeurs de 

Taylor porte plainte contre 
l’ancien commissaire de la TRC

Dr. Agnes Reeves - Taylor

Les banques centrales et 
le risque inflationniste

Par Otmar Issing
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 group under the 
b a n n e r  ACollaboration of 

N imba  C i t i zens  (CNC)  
Thursday, 2 December 2021, 
petitioned the Legislature, 
calling on lawmakers to 
reject the third proposed 
amendment to the Mineral 
Development Agreement 
( M D A )  b e t w e e n  t h e  

Government of Liberia and 
ArcelorMittal. 

Reading the petition, the 
Chairman of the Disabled 
Community of Nimba, Gabriel 
T .  S o h ,  s a i d  t h e  
concessionaire has neglected 
compliance with about 80% of 
the provision of the current 
2005 MDA and the August 2013 

he Ministry of Health 
i s  expec ted  to  Tc o n d u c t  m a s s  

vaccination exercises in six 
counties here, in the wake of 
the reported emergence of 
Omicron variant, latest strain 
of the Coronavirus.

The vaccination campaign 
runs for 15 days, beginning 
December 4, 2021 and the 
targeted counties include 
Bong, Grand Bassa, Margibi, 
Montserrado, Lofa and 
Nimba, respectively.

As per the national housing 
and population census, the 
country’s population for 2021 
is projected at 455,521, 
therefore; Liberia wants to 
vaccinate between now to 
December 31, at least 40 
percent of that number. This 
means that it has to vaccinate 
10, 08,228 persons with at 
least over 500 thousand 
already vaccinated.

Speaking to reporters 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
in a special briefing held at 
the ministry of information in 

amendment. 
He said the company has 

neglected and failed to comply 
with the concess ionaire,  
i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  
development, employment and 
health safety.

 "The Executive Branch of our 
Government has approved said 
amendment  without  due 
consideration for the welfare of 
the citizens of Nimba County in 

particular and citizens of other 
counties and Liberia in general," 
the petitioner noted. 

According to him, the group 
has submitted four separate 
petitions to the Nimba County 
Caucus. 

But Mr. Soh noted that up to 
now, their caucus has not 
provided any formal response to 

Monrovia, the minister of health 
Dr. Wilhelmina Jallah disclosed 
that the new Omicron variant is 
highly contagious, saying 
“People that have already 
recovered from other variant of 
Covid can catch the Omicron 
variant again.”

She says the ministry of 

the petitions. 
T h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  

categorically denounce, 
reject and object to any 
extension of the MDA with AML 
beyond its 25 years contract 
term which ends 2024.  

They call on lawmakers to 
r e j e c t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
a m e n d m e n t  u n t i l  
concessionaires immediately 
begin the renovation and 
modernization of iron ore port 
in Buchanan to increase it's 
harbor handling capacity. 

They also demand that the 
annual financial assistance to 
the University of Liberia as 
specified in Article 11 of the 
MDA be increased from 
US$50,000 to US$500,000. 
They also demand that 30 
percent of the amount be 
given to Nimba County 
University College to support 
it's Science and Engineering 
education. 

The petitioners also want 
the  conces s i ona i re  to  
construct a modern hospital 
fully equipped with modern 
hea l th  equ ipment  and  
q u a l i f i e d  m e d i c a l  
professionals and other 
healthcare workers to provide 
medical  treatment for  
e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e i r  
dependents in the concession 
area.  Receiving the petition 
on behalf of the House of 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  
Chairman on Claims and 
Petition, Gonpue L. Kargon 
said he is going to make sure 
that the petition reaches the 
full Plenary.

health doesn’t know a lot 
about the new variant yet, 
especially how Omicron 
infection will act on older 
people.

She explains that in order 
to know about the variant, 
DNC testing will be done and 
the National Public Health 

more than 120 Liberians 
initially, mostly from local 
communities in the proximity 
of the mill to work with some 
foreign technocrats. 

The mill will also contain 
what the GVL officials referred 
to as 40/80 TPH capacity to 
process palm fruits for both 
GVL and MOPP-SIFCA under an 
a g r e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  
framework between the two 
companies. 

It will add value to palm 
p roduc t s  tha t  may  be  
subsequently exported, thus 
positively impacting Liberia’s 
foreign earnings to boost 
economic viability.

But traditional leaders, 
women and youth groups in the 
county complain that despite 
these promises, the companies 
are yet to fulfill any of them.

They  no te  t ha t  t he  
concession agreement of MOPP 
indicated it would have 
constructed an oil palm mill by 
itself, but it was regretting 
that it now joined GVL to 
construct said mill without 
informing them, particularly 
elders of the area.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  
operation of the mill started in 
the   district, it has polluted 
several creeks, making it 
difficult for them to have 
access to safe drinking water 
and the company is yet to 
construct hand pumps in all 

Institute of Liberia along with 
the ministry of health will 
collect samples and send them 
out of the country for testing, 
adding that maybe the test can 
be done here in Liberia.

The minister says to curtail 
public fear, government has 
increased awareness and 
alertness at airports and ports 
of entry in the country.

“We will continue our 
testing upon arrival in the 
country and we are looking at 
those countries that have been 
Omicron identified and we will 
make sure that once you’re 
coming from those countries, 
you are put in precautionary 
observation for one week so 
tha t  you  a re  t rea ted ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  L i b e r i a n  
standard.”

Dr. Jallah discloses that 
some visitors entering the 
country have been tested, but  
result will not be made public 
until otherwise, assuring “We 
are watching all those who are 
coming in from other countries 
of concern.” 

World Health Organization 
Representative to Liberia, Dr. 
Clement Peter, notes that the 
Omicron variant is the same 
Covid-19, but with slight 

a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  
surrounding the Mill to avoid 
future embarrassment.

The angry traditional leaders 
disclosed that since the 
agreement was reached through 
the County Legislative Caucus 
and the company, they are yet to 
receive a copy of the concession 
agreement to know what 
benefits it has for affected 
communities.

They allege that while they 
are also seeking a copy of the 
agreement and employment 
opportunities, the human 
resources manager (HR) of 
Golden SIFCA is taking money 
from their brothers and sisters 
b e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  
employment.

According to them, the HR 
manager has been allegedly 
intimidating their wives and 
sisters that, if they refused to 
love to him, their contracts with 
the company will not be 
renewed. 

"He has dismissed some of our 
brothers and sisters who refused 
to pay money and also love to 
him. He collects goats and 
money from some of our 
brothers without giving them 
job", they allege. 

Meanwhile, when this paper 
contacted the HR manager for 
GVL, he said the matter is being 
investigated by the company so 
he wouldn't speak to it. -Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

changes.  He says the first 
change is the Delta variant, 
which was a virus of concern and 
now the Omicron variant which 
is a virus of serious concern.

Dr. Peter cautions that to 
prevent the Omicron variant, 
Liberians must maintain the 
public health and safety 
measures put in place by the 
ministry of health, including 
wearing mask,  hands hygiene, 
and social-physical distancing. 
The second,  he says  i s  
vaccination.

“To date in Africa, only 5% of 
t he  popu l a t i on  i s  f u l l y  
vaccinated, I’m sure we have 
the childhood immunization in 
Liberia even if we came to the 
whole population, I was told that 
it’s around 10%, the vaccine is 
available and they are free.”

He continues that Liberians 
can fight Omicron by following 
up on preventive measures and 
increasing vaccination, but not 
by fear, adding that the second is 
to increase surveillance.

“ I f  w e  i n c r e a s e  o u r  
vaccination and maintain our 
pub l i c  hea l t h  mea su re s  
including our testing, these 
three elements can help keep us 
safe.” The WHO boss advises. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Cont’d from page 6
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Nimba citizens want Arcelor
Mittal amendment rejected

By Bridgett Milton

Traditional leaders 

MOH to conduct mass vaccination in 6 counties 
By Krauh Thompson
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iberia’s State and 
Presidential Affairs LMinister Nathaniel 

McGill called on every 
Liberian to get involve in the 
upcoming b icentennia l  
celebration saying it is 
“important to the foundation 
of our existence.

Speaking during the 
launched of  act iv i t ies  
marking the country’s 200 
years of existence, Mr. McGill 
noted that the celebrations is 
n o t  a b o u t  L i b e r i a ’ s  
independence rather the 
foundation of the country.

He said the celebration is 
non-political and asked the 
media to play a crucial role in 
telling the country’s story.

“Tell the story about your 
Country, be the champion of 
this endeavor, because it is 
a b o u t  y o u ” ,  h e  t o l d  
journalists at the press 
conference Thursday.

Mr. McGill, assured that 
George Weah is fully behind 
the national initiative and is 
working hard to support.

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  M c G i l l  
explained that high profile 
American officials will arrive 
in Liberia while Liberians 
from the diaspora including 
the United States of America 
will begin arriving this 
December.

Providing further update, 
Foreign Minister Maxwell D. 
K a m a y a n  s a i d  t h e  
B i c en tenn i a l  S t ee r i n g  
Committee, said the theme 
for the celebration is 
"Liberia: The Land of Return – 
Commemorating 200 Years of 
Freedom and Pan-African 
Leadership” while the slogan 
is “The Lone Star Forever, 
Stronger Together.” 

He noted that the event 
w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  
throughout  2022 f rom 
January 7 to December 10, 
2022, with the official 
opening ceremony taking 
place on February 14, 2022.  

Liberia was founded in 
1822 by free people of African 
descent from the United 
States of America.

The Steering Committee 
says, this theme signifies 
three important historical 
milestones achieved by the 
country since it was founded 
in 1822 by free people of 
African descent and their 
patrons from the United 
States. 

F i r s t l y,  t h e  t h e m e  
celebrates Liberia, in West 
Africa, as the land chosen as 
refuge by free people of 
African descent who endured 
many years of servitude in 
the United States, to settle as 
their home country. 

Consequently, under the 
auspices of the American 
Colonization Society (ACS), 
many of the free people of 
color emigrated from the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  
disembarked on Providence 

Island in Liberia on January 7, 
1822 as their home country.  

Secondly, the theme seeks to 
memorialize black freedom and 
n a t i o n h o o d  a n d  t h e  
de te rm ina t i on  f o r  s e l f -
governance that began 200 years 
a g o  w h e n  L i b e r i a  w a s  
established in 1822.  

In an era when people of 
African descent were seeking 
f r e e d o m  a n d  s e l f -
determination, the founding of 
Liberia, “the Black Republic,” 
which gained independence in 
1847, stood as the clear 
indication that Africans were 

capable of self-rule.
And thirdly, the theme 

acknowledges the pivotal Pan-
Africanist leadership role that 
Liberia played, crusading for 
Africa’s decolonization and 
independence, including its 
uncompromising stance against 
the racial segregation in South 
Africa known then as Apartheid.

Liberia would later champion 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
multinational unions on the 
African Continent and the global 
stage. 

Foremost was its Pan-
Africanist leadership role in 
organizing the historic 1959 
“Sanniquellie Conference” 
involving Liberia, Guinea, and 
Ghana which ultimately resulted 
i n t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
Organization of African Union 
(OAU) in 1963. 

Liberia assumed similar Pan-
Africanist leadership in the 
formation of the African Union 
(AU), successor to the OAU. 

It likewise joined the call on 
the Continent for the creation of 
r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  
organizations, such as, the 
Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) and the 
Mano River Union. 

And it was in a similar spirit of 
Pan-Africanism that inspired 
Liberia to join other nations in 
supporting the formation of 
international bodies, including 
the United Nations, the World 
Bank, and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

As a Pan-Africanist leader, 

Liberia became the vision 
bearer and founder of the 
African Development Bank 
w h e n  t h e  b a n k  w a s  
established in the 1960s to 
foster economic cooperation 
on the African Continent.

It can be recalled that even 
while slavery remained legal 
in the United States until 
1865, the resettlement 
efforts of the ACS culminated 
into the establishment of 
present-day Liberia in West 
Africa to relocate free black 
men, women and children 
from the United States and 

other people of color from 
other parts of the world.  

This led to the departure of 
the first group of about 86 
free Blacks from the shores of 
New York in 1820. By the end 
of the 1800s, approximately 
17,000 free Blacks from the 
United States and the 
Caribbean were repatriated 
to Liberia. Other people of 
color would continue to seek 
refuge in Liberia, the “land of 
liberty.” 

Since their arrival, the 
settlers established self-
governance in Liberia with 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts from 
Virginia of the United States 
serving as the first African 
American to be elected as 
president of a country.  

Subsequently, nine other 
American-born Africans from 
Maryland, South Carolina, 
Ohio and Kentucky served as 
presidents of Liberia, the first 
black African Republic. 

The capital city of Liberia 
is named Monrovia after 
James Monroe, fifth President 
of the United States, a 
staunch supporter of the ACS 
and the flag of the country is a 
part ia l  repl ica  of  the 
American flag to symbolize 
the strong relationship 
between both countries.

To preserve and uphold a 
strong bond of relationship 
with the United States of 
America, the settlers named 
most of the counties and 
cities of Liberia after a 

number of American States, 
notably including Maryland 
and Mississippi in Africa, 
among others “to continue to 
preserve their cultural ties 
with the places they came 
from in the United States. 

The slogan shows Liberia as 
the Lone Star nation and the 
first independent black 
republic in Africa. Despite the 
country’s recent bitter history 
of conflict, Liberia has 
restored peace and stability 
and it remains stronger 
together as a nation through 
democratic governance. 

The country has held three 
s u c c e s s i v e  d e m o c r a t i c  
elections, which ushered in 
Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as 
the first democratically 
elected female president of 
the country and Africa.  

In 2017, the country 
witnessed the democratic 
transfer of power from one 
democrat i ca l l y  e lec ted  
president to another when 
President Sirleaf transferred 
power to President George 
Manneh Weah, resulting from 
the outcome of a free, fair and 
t ransparent  democrat ic  

election.  
This transfer of power was a 

significant milestone that the 
country has not achieved in 
more than 70 years. 

According to the Steering 
Committee, the theme and 
slogan are designed to support 
t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  
Bicentennial Commemoration, 
which are to celebrate Liberia’s 
rich cultural heritage; to 
showcase the country’s tourism 
and investment opportunities; 
to reunite and reconnect African 
Americans in the United States 
and other blacks within the 
diaspora to their cultural 
identity in Liberia.  

A key objective of the 
Bicentennial commemoration is 
to also strengthen the rich 
historic relationship between 
the United States and Liberia 
dating back to the 1800s when 
Liberia was established. 

To ensure the success of the 
Bicentennial Commemoration, 
President George Manneh Weah 
of the Republic of Liberia, is 
calling on all Liberians, the local 
and international partners and 
the diaspora communities to 
participate in this historic event 
to celebrate 200 years of the 
founding of the country by free 
people of African descent from 
the United State and other parts 
of the world, including the 
Caribbean and Europe; and the 
level of freedom and Pan-African 
leadership that the country has 
enjoyed, while showcasing the 
country as an ideal destination 
for tourism and investment.

Various subcommittees are 
assisting the National Steering 
Committee of the Bicentennial 
commemoration, ensuring an 
inclusive measure to assure the 
success of the event.

The President is calling on all 
Liberians and good friends of the 
country from around the world 
t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  
collaboratively, irrespective of 
their social and political 
alignments, to ensure the 
success of this event for the 
overall benefit of the country.
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CMYK

President for the Women's 
Football Division of the 
Liberia Football Association. 

The ceremony was graced 
by over 50 percent of 
delegates of the LFA Congress 
and Executive Committee 
Members, including President 
Mustapha I. Raji, VPA Prof 
SekouKonneh, and VPO 
Wilmot F. Smith.

he Liberia Football 
Association upper Twomen team Blanco 

FC President, Cyrus Yeanay, 
ha s  been  e l e c ted  an  
e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  
member of the LFA.

Yeanay was elected held 
unopposed on Wednesday, 
December 1, 2021 at an 

e x t e n d e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
congress, replacing Judge 
Joseph Kollie, who had earlier 
resigned.

The election, which was held 
at the Antoinette Tubman 
Stadium in Monrovia, will enable 
him to serve a little over four 
months before the next EC 
election in April 2022.

Mr. Yeanay is also current Vice 

LFA elects Cyrus Yeanay to executive committee

By Naneka Hoffman 
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