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he United States on 
Tuesday imposed Tsanctions on more 

than a dozen people and 
entities in Iran, Syria and 
Uganda, accusing them of 
being connected to serious 
human rights abuses and 
repressive acts.

In an action marking the 
week of the U.S. Summit for 
Democracy, the Treasury 
Department sa id in  a  
statement it was targeting 
r e p r e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  
undermining of democracy, 
designating individuals and 
entities tied to the violent 
suppression of peaceful 
protesters in Iran and deadly 
chemical weapons attacks 
against civilians in Syria, 
among others.

"Treasury will continue to 
d e f e n d  a g a i n s t  
authoritarianism, promoting 
accountability for violent 
repression of people seeking 
to exercise their human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms," Andrea Gacki, 
director of the Treasury's 
Office of Foreign Assets 
C o n t r o l ,  s a i d  i n  t h e  

statement.
The action freezes any U.S. 

assets of those blacklisted and 
generally bars Americans from 
dealing with them.

Washington blacklisted two 
senior Syrian air Force officers it 
accused of being responsible for 
chemical weapon attacks on 
civilians and three senior 
officers in Syria's security and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a p p a r a t u s ,  
according to the statement.

Enforcement Forces and 
Counter-Terror Special Forces, 
as well as several of their 
officials, and Gholamreza 
Soleimani, who commands 
Iran's hardline Basij militia. 
Two prisons and a prison 
director were also blacklisted 
over events that reportedly 
took place in the prisons.

Iran criticized the United 
States for imposing new 
sanctions days before talks are 
set to resume in Vienna on 
rescuing the 2015 Iran nuclear 
deal.

"Even amid #ViennaTalks, 
US cannot stop imposing 
sanctions against Iran," Iranian 

Uganda's chief of military 
intelligence, Major General 
Abel Kandiho, was also hit 
with sanctions over alleged 
h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  
committed under his watch. 
The Ugandan military said 
earlier on Tuesday that it was 
disappointed by the decision, 
which it said had been made 
without due process.In Iran, 
the United States designated 
the Special Units of Iran's Law 

our lecturers at a 
leading university in FM o r o c c o  h a v e  

appeared in court over 
accusations of offering 
students better grades in 
exchange for sex.

The academics have been 
charged with incitement to 
d e b a u c h e r y,  g e n d e r  
discrimination and violence 

against women. They have not 
yet pleaded.

This is the latest sexual 
harassment scandal to hit a 
Moroccan higher education 
institution.However, it is rare for 
a case to be brought to court.

The lecturers are from the 
Hassan I University in the city of 
Settat, about 80km (50 miles) 
south of the main city,  

Casablanca.
A fifth lecturer is facing 

charges of indecent assault 
and battery.

The story came to light in 
September through the 
leaking on social media of 
messages that are said to have 
been between the lecturers 
and students.

BBC Arab affairs editor 
Sebastian Usher says the case 
has caused anger in Morocco 
but not surprise - a string of 
such scandals have tarnished 
the reputation of Moroccan 
universities in recent years.

The current case is  
different in that it has 
actually been brought to 
court -  most reported 
incidents have not made it 
that far, he adds.

Rights groups say this is 
symptomatic of a society in 
which sexual violence remains 
widespread and many women 
do not feel confident in 
reporting their experiences 
through concerns  over  
possible reprisals or the 
perceived damage to their 
reputation and that of their 
family. BBC

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh said on 
Twitter. "Doubling down on 
sanctions won't create leverage 
— and is anything but seriousness 
& goodwill."The talks broke off 
on Friday as European officials 
voiced dismay at sweeping 
demands by Iran's new hardline 
government.

The seventh round of talks in 
Vienna is the first with delegates 
sent by Iran's anti-Western 
President Ebrahim Raisi on how 
to resuscitate the agreement 
under which Iran limited its 
nuclear program in return for 
r e l i e f  f r o m  e c o n o m i c  
sanctions.VOA
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he Ugandan army has 
protested against the Tfinancial sanctions 

imposed on Major General Abel 
Kandiho, the country’s head of 
military intelligence.

The Uganda People’s  
Defence Forces said in a 
statement on Tuesday that the 
sanctions had been imposed 
without due process and with 
total disregard of the principle 

of fair hearing.
It said it was disappointed 

that such action had been 
taken by a country that 
Uganda considers a friend, a 
partner and great ally.

In imposing the sanctions, 
the US Treasury said that Mr 
Kandiho and other military 
intelligence officers arrested, 
detained and physically 

abused people "due to their 
nationality, political views, or 
critique of the Ugandan 
government".

It said that those arrested 
were "subjected to horrific 
beatings and other egregious 
acts... including sexual abuse 
and electrocutions, often 
resulting in significant long-
term injury and even death".

The sanctions come after 
reports that spyware made by 
Israeli cyber company NSO 
Group, was used to snoop on the 
phones of US embassy staff in 
Uganda.

In April, the US imposed visa 
bans on Ugandan officials it said 
were responsible for human 
rights violations linked to the 
January general elections. BBC

US Imposes Sanctions on People in Iran, 
Syria and Uganda, Citing Rights Abuses

 The U.S. Treasury building is seen in Washington

Lecturers in court over 
sex for grades in Morocco

University students in Morocco have repeatedly 
complained of sexual harassment

Uganda army angry over US 
sanctions on military spy chief
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AMBRIDGE – The United States and China 
are competing for dominance in Ctechnology. America has long been at the 

forefront in developing the technologies (bio, 
nano, information) that are central to economic 
growth in the twenty-first century. Moreover, US 
research universities dominate higher education 
globally. In Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s 
annual Academic Ranking of World Universities, 
16 of the top 20 institutions are in the US; none is 
in China.

But China is investing heavily in research and 
development, and it is already competing with 
the US in key fields, not least artificial 
intelligence (AI), where it aims to be the global 
leader by 2030. Some experts believe that China 
is well placed to achieve that goal, owing to its 
enormous data resources, a lack of privacy 
restraints on how that data is used, and the fact 
that advances in machine learning will require 
trained engineers more than cutting-edge 
scientists. Given the importance of machine 
learning as a general-purpose technology that 
affects many other domains, China’s gains in AI 
are of particular significance.

Moreover, Chinese technological progress is no 
longer based solely on imitation. Former US 
President Donald Trump’s administration 
punished China for its cybertheft of intellectual 
property, coerced IP transfers, and unfair trade 
practices. Insisting on reciprocity, the US argued 
that if China could ban Google and Facebook 
from its market for security reasons, the US can 
take similar steps against Chinese giants like 
Huawei and ZTE. But China is still innovating.

After the 2008 global financial crisis and the 
ensuing Great Recession, Chinese leaders 
increasingly came to believe that America was in 
decline. Abandoning Deng Xiaoping’s moderate 
policy of keeping a low profile and biding one’s 
time, China adopted a more assertive approach 
that included building (and militarizing) 
artificial islands in the South China Sea, 
economic coercion against Australia, and the 
abrogation of its guarantees with respect to 
Hong Kong. In response, some people in the US 
began to talk about the need for a general 
“decoupling.” But as important as it is to unwind 
technology supply chains that directly relate to 
national security, it is a mistake to think that the 
US can decouple its economy completely from 
China without incurring enormous costs.

That deep economic interdependence is what 
makes the US relationship with China different 
from its relationship with the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War. With the Soviets, the US was 
playing a one-dimensional chess game in which 
the two sides were highly interdependent in the 
military sphere but not in economic or 
transnational relations.

With China, by contrast, the US is playing three-
dimensional chess with vastly different 
distributions of power at the military, economic, 
and transnational levels. If we ignore the power 
relations on the economic or transnational 
boards, not to mention the vertical interactions 
between the boards, we will suffer. A good China 
strategy therefore must avoid military 
determinism and encompass all three 
dimensions of interdependence.

The rules governing economic relations will need 
to be revised. Well before the pandemic, China’s 
hybrid state capitalism followed a mercantilist 

model that distorted the functioning of the World 
Trade Organization and contributed to the rise of 
disruptive populism in Western democracies.

Today, America’s allies are far more cognizant of 
the security and political risks entailed in China’s 
espionage, coerced technology transfers, 
strategic commercial interactions, and 
asymmetric agreements. The result will be more 
decoupling of technology supply chains, 
particularly where national security is at stake. 
Negotiating new trade rules can help prevent that 
decoupling from escalating. Against this backdrop, 
middle powers could come together to create a 
trade agreement for information and 
communication technology that would be open to 
countries meeting basic democratic standards.

One size will not fit all. In areas like nuclear non-
proliferation, peacekeeping, public health, and 
climate change, the US can find common 
institutional ground with China. But in other 
areas, it makes more sense to set our own 
democratic standards. The door can remain open 
to China in the long run; but we should accept that 
the run could be very long indeed.

Notwithstanding China’s growing strength and 
influence, working with likeminded partners 
would improve the odds that liberal norms prevail 
in the trade and technology domains. Establishing 
a stronger transatlantic consensus on global 
governance is important. But only by cooperating 
with Japan, South Korea, and other Asian 
economies can the West shape global trade and 
investment rules and standards for technology, 
thereby ensuring a more level playing field for 
companies operating abroad.

Taken together, democratic countries’ economies 
will exceed China’s well into this century; but only 
if they pull together. That diplomatic factor will be 
more important than the question of China’s 
technological development. In assessing the 
future of the US-China power balance, technology 
matters, but alliances matter even more.

Finally, a successful US response to China’s 
technological challenge will depend upon 
improvements at home as much as on external 
actions. Increased support for research and 
development is important. Complacency is always 
a danger, but so, too, is lack of confidence or an 
overreaction driven by exaggerated fears. As 
former MIT Provost John Deutch contends, if the 
US attains its improvements in innovation 
potential, “China’s great leap forward will likely 
at best be a few steps toward closing the 
innovation leadership gap that the United States 
currently enjoys.”

Immigration also will play an important role in 
maintaining America’s technology lead. In 2015, 
when I asked former Singaporean Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew why he did not think China would 
surpass the US, he pointed to America’s ability to 
draw upon the talents of the whole world – a 
possibility that is barred by China’s ethnic Han 
nationalism. It is no accident that many Silicon 
Valley companies have Asian founders or CEOs.

With enough time and travel, technology 
inevitably spreads. If the US lets its fears about 
tech leakage shut it off from such valuable human 
imports, it will surrender one of its biggest 
advantages. An overly restrictive immigration 
policy could severely curtail technological 
innovation – a fact that must not get lost in the 
heated politics of strategic competition.
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A father's cry for his 
abused daughter

2021                              

NAT BAYJAY, MINISTER Counselor for Press and Public Affairs at 
the Liberian Embassy in Abuja, the Federal Republic of Nigeria is 
frustrated and psychologically wounded. As a father and a family 
man, he suffers emotional pain after alleged sexual abuse of his 
8-year-old daughter inside the embassy's premises in Abuja that 
has left both physical and   psychological scars on the minor 
whose promising future is under threat as a result of the act.

WHAT IS HURTING Nat the more is that, there seems no tangible 
intervention by the Government of Liberia to cater to the health 
needs of the little child in a foreign land except the immediate 
family whose meager salary as a diplomat can't continuously foot 
medical bills singlehandedly in an extravagant capital such as 
Abuja. The family needs urgent financial intervention to save 
their promising daughter from total ruins.

WHILE BEING IN Monrovia for about two months, pursuing the 
issue, the minor's health, he laments, continues to deteriorate 
and her schooling is being interrupted due to poor health that 
impairs her from attending classes regularly. It is sad and 
unfortunate for a father that means well for his family, 
particularly his offspring that he has a God-given duty to upkeep.  

WE UNDERSTAND THAT the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Information, and Justice have taken steps to forward the matter 
to court but Nat says this is not enough in helping to medically 
cater to the immediate needs of his abused daughter.

HENCE, HE HAS written formal communications to President 
George Manneh Weah, Vice President Jewel Howard Taylor, First 
Lady Clar Marie Weah, the Minister of State for Presidential 
Affairs, Nathaniel Farlo McGill and the Minister of Gender, 
Children and Social Protection, respectively, among others, 
asking for support to save his daughter's life, pending court 
procedures.

WE JOIN BRO. Nat Bayjay in his cry for financial help to safe his 
daughter 'life. Our appeal goes to President and First Lady Mrs 
Weah, and Vice President Taylor, father and mothers of the 
country to do something immediately to save Little Bayjay. She 
needs urgent help! Time may be running out.

PRESIDENT WEAH, AS Liberia's “Feminist-In-Chief” is under 
moral duty to come to the rescue of the minor, for who knows, 
she may grow up to serve in our Foreign Missions tomorrow, 
taking up from her dad. First Lady Weah and VP Taylor this is a 
call to save a child's future womanhood, a tomorrow's mother.

THIS APPEAL SHOULD speak to your consciences to do some 
right now! Bro. Bayjay is asking for your help as a father to get 
the best medications for his daughter; yes the law may 
eventually take its course, her life is important, not only her 
parents, but the nation, because they serving our country abroad 
when this devilish act occurred.  

IN THIS PERIOD of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence, we crave for the intervention of female advocacy 
groups in Liberia, including the Association of Female Lawyers of 
Liberia (AFELL), Female Journalists Association of Liberia 
(FeJaL), students, and civil society in the fight to save Mr. Bayjay 
daughter's life.

WILL SOMEONE PLEASE hear the cry of a committed father for 
help to medically treat his sexually abused daughter and repair 
her emotional and psychological pains? This is an appeal to 
humanity and our national conscience, as a people.  
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What Really Matters in the 
Sino-American Competition?

By Joseph S. Nye, Jr.
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Beyond a respect for basic democratic processes and values, one thing that the 
world's democracies share is that they are all skewing older. Insofar as this trend 
leaves them more risk-averse and less capable of generating a long-term vision, it 
may be time to consider lowering the voting age.

OME – This week, US President Joe Biden will hold a virtual Summit for Democracy, 
to be followed in roughly a year’s time by a second in-person gathering of leaders 
from around the world. More than 100 governments have been invited to attend.R

Granted, not all invitees are democratic stalwarts. In fact, the democratic credentials 
of many are questionable, to say the least. Angola, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Iraq, Kenya, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Serbia made the cut, despite their 
authoritarian leanings, and geopolitical considerations also led the White House to 
include Brazil, India, the Philippines, and Poland, notwithstanding those countries’ 
democratic backsliding in recent years.

In any case, the more interesting question concerns those countries whose democratic 
credentials are not in doubt. Do they have common characteristics beyond the fact that 
they hold free and fair elections, maintain the rule of law, and ensure freedom of 
expression and other individual rights?

One thing is certain: The cohort of true democracies is smaller than it was ten years ago. 
Although far-right movements have recently lost some traction in Western Europe, and 
though populist autocrats have become less popular in Brazil, Hungary, Turkey, and even 
Russia, there has been a well-documented global trend toward comparatively more 
authoritarian political systems over the past decade. Among the 146 countries with 
more than two million residents, Freedom House considered only 39 to be “fully free” in 
2020, down from 43 in 2010.

But a less noticed feature of today’s true democracies is that they tend to have aging 
populations. Of those 146 larger countries, almost none has both a convincing 
democracy score (above 85 on Freedom House’s 100-point index) and a relatively young 
population. The only exceptions are tiny Costa Rica and Uruguay, which have strong 
democratic institutions and median ages in the mid-30s.

As the chart below shows, no sizable country is both young and free. The democracies 
are clustered in the top right corner, representing the world’s strongest civil and 
political rights as well as its oldest populations. This development has been 
accelerating over the past decade and will become only more entrenched in the future, 
given demographic trends. This is not to suggest that political freedom causes 
populations to age, or that older societies are more conducive to democracy. The only 
causal link one can assert is that the well-being furnished by open societies tends to 
lengthen life spans and allow for better family planning. 

But in an age of rapid global change and multiplying crises, these demographic trends 
raise urgent questions. Does a growing share of older voters affect how a country will 
adapt and respond to international shocks, financial crises, inflationary or deflationary 
threats, disruptive technologies, migration waves, and all the issues associated with 
climate change?

This was a central question in Germany’s recent federal election (though it lingered 
beneath the surface of the usual party rivalries). Germany, followed closely by Italy, has 
the highest median age in Europe. More than half of each country’s electorate is older 
than 50. The number of eligible German voters fell by 1.3 million in the last general 
election, owing to demographic decline. In West Germany’s 1987 national election, 23% 
of voters were under the age of 30, and 26% were over 60. In 2021, 14.4% were under 30 
and 38.2% were over 60. A similar or even sharper trend can be seen in Italy, Japan, and 
South Korea.

Age, of course, bears heavily on psychological traits and political preferences. Older 
individuals tend to be a little wiser; but they are also more cautious and slower to 
understand new developments. They are generally less able or willing to adapt to the 
twists and turns of history. Younger people, by contrast, tend to be flexible, less risk-
averse, and more resilient to shocks.

To be sure, these characteristics of individuals are not always reflected at the level of 
countries. The first mRNA vaccine against COVID-19 came from graying Germany. The 
oldest society in the world, Japan, is also a world leader in robotics, precisely because it 
needs to ensure care for the elderly and maintain productivity with fewer and older 
workers. Clearly, countries with relatively fewer young people are still able to innovate.

In other respects, however, these countries’ demographically driven conservatism (or 
at least complacency) and lack of a bold long-term vision is undeniable. Consider 
Europe’s panicked reactions every time there is even a minor wave of migration, or the 
relative tolerance for deflationary trends in Europe and Japan, where millions of 
retirees are living off rents. Moreover, democratic countries’ increasing reluctance to 
take risks in geopolitical crises played no small part in the West’s humiliations in Syria, 
Libya, and Afghanistan.

The absence of boldness, openness to novelty, and long-term vision in today’s 
democracies is not reassuring. Worse, there is no obvious antidote, other than to try to 
give young people a greater voice. In Germany, where the new coalition government 
includes the two parties most favored by younger voters, the Greens and the Free 
Democrats, a reduction of the voting age to 16 has now made an official appearance on 
the government’s to-do list. That may be a prudent reform for other democracies to 
discuss at this year’s Summit for Democracy.
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Pres. Weah: “Is US$15.000 price tag to 
identify serial killers a real solution?”

When Democracy Gets Old

By Federico Fubini
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r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
Manneh Weah has 
p l e d g e d  h i s  P

commitment in supporting 
reform efforts that make tax 
payment accessible and 
convenient.

Speaking Wednesday, 8 
December 2021 at the 2nd 
National Revenue Symposium 
under the theme: “Moving to 
Billions - Increased Tax 
Compliance for National 
Transformation,” President 
Weah celebrated committed 
taxpayers - both individuals 
and businesses - as true 
patriots and nation builders 

because they are the main 
supporters of the Pro-poor 
Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development.

“Please be assured of my 
Government’s commitment in 
supporting reform efforts that 
make tax payment accessible 
and convenient,” he said. 

President Weah disclosed 
t ha t  he  w i l l  c on t i nue  
consultations with the Liberia 
Revenue Authority (LRA), the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning (MFDP), 
and other stakeholders, to 
ensure that those who do not 
pay their fair share of taxes are 
made to pay.  

He explained that tax 
payments are the backbone of 
the Pro-poor Agenda, and 
Government can no longer 

tolerate this trend where some 
citizens deliberately refuse to 
pay their taxes.

Further, President Weah 
assured that he will continue to 
support digital reforms in tax 
administration, as the gains 
made since the intrusion of 
COVID 19 require that tax 
collection is conducted with 
increased commitment to 
efficiency and innovation. 

“We are also committed to 
supporting further reform 
efforts  that wi l l  ensure 
continuous growth in domestic 
revenues, thereby enabling us as 

a Government to improve 
service delivery to our citizens,” 
he continued. 

He therefore called on 
Liberians, individuals, and 
businesses with tax-paying 
responsibilities, to join the 
quest for domestic resource 
mobilization as government 
delivers on the Pro-poor Agenda 
for Prosperity and Development 
to its people.

President Weah said he was 
pleased to join the symposium as 
the Liberia Revenue Authority 
celebrated Liberia’s valuable 
Taxpayers that have passed 
through the COVID storm and 
s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  
contribution towards the 
fund ing  of  the  nat ion’s  
development agenda. 

 five-day spiritual 
cleansing for Liberia Akicks off at the 

Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports 
Complex in Paynesville 
outside Monrovia, with a call 
for all Liberians to rise for 
national renewal.

The President and Founder 
of the Five Star Ministerial 
World Alliance based in the 
United States of America, 
Bishop Dr. Fredrick T. Nah, Jr. 
says Liberia has not yet 
realized her full potential in 
her developmental drive 
since Independence.

A t  t h e  c e r e m o n y  
Wednesday, December 08, 
2021, Bishop Nah noted that 
lack of development in 
Liberia over the years are not 
normal, but rather  has  
spiritual implications which 
must be dealt with spiritually.

He explains that the 
cleansing exercise will focus 
on every sector of the 
L i b e r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  
characterized by fast and 
prayers to change the minds 
and attitudes of citizens in 
transforming the nation.

He urges Liberians to 

stand up and ensure their 
potentials are realized fully to 
help change the narrative of the 
c o u n t r y ’s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
spiritually, physically and 

socially in the region, Africa and 
the world at large.

Bishop Nah continues that the 
spiritual cleansing, peace and 
reconciliation summit has 
brought together pastors and 

spiritual leaders from several 
States in America, Europe, 
Asia and Africa, including 
Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, and 
Nigeria, among others.

Meanwhile, the Spiritual 
Advisor to President George 
Manneh Weah, Rev. Emmanuel 
Nimely, says the spiritual 

cleansing of Liberia has been a 
vision since 2006 to bring 
spiritual leaders from around 
the world to pray for Liberia.

Rev. Nimely discloses that 

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives has Tinducted two newly 

certificated Representatives 
following the 16 November 
2021 by - elections in four 
counties.

The two legislators who 

were inducted Tuesday, 7 
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  w e r e  
FindaGborie-Lansanah of 
Bomi County Electoral  
District #1 and Samuel Brown 
of Nimba County Electoral 
District #1.

They were inducted by House 
Speaker Dr. Bhofal Chambers. 
Certifications for those elected 
by voters in the remaining two 
counties -  GrandGedeh and 
Bong - have been suspended by 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission (NEC) due election 
dispute cases filed by their 

respective rivals.
Rep. Gborie - Lansanah 

replaced Senator Edwin Melvin 
Snowe who won as Senator of 
Bomi County in 2020 while 
serving as sitting representative 
of Bomi Electoral District #1, 

while Rep. Brown also 
replaced Senator Jeremiah 
Koung who also got elected in 
2020 and left a vacant seat in 
Nimba Electoral District #1.

Their induction was in 
keeping with Rule 11.1 of the 
House’s Rules and Procedures. 
Rule 11.1 of the House’s Rules 
and Procedures states that 
each member of the House of 
Representatives before taking 
his or her seat, shall take an 
oath or affirmation to uphold 
and defend the Constitution 
and the laws of the country as 
well as to faithfully discharge 
the duties and functions of 
the office as a member of the 
House of Representatives.

Making  remarks shortly 
after their induction into 
office, Bomi County District 
#1 Rep. FindaGobrie - 
L a n s a n a h  l a u d e d  h e r  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  f o r  t h e  
confidence reposed in her.

She also lauded the 
Government of Liberia for 
providing funding and the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t i o n s  
Commission for conducting 
free and fair elections in their 
respective counties.

For his part, Rep. Brown 
also thanked the people of 
Nimba for electing him. He 
said while at the Legislature, 
his first step is to unite the 
people of Nimba County.

the exercise was planned to 
take place in 2019, but it did 
not materialize, adding this is 
the right time God has set.

He notes that spiritual 
cleansing is not just the land of 
Liberia, but also  to draw 
people closer to God, for 
direction to transform the 
country’s development and its 
people.

He thanks President Weah for 
his commitment to ensuring the 
nation goes through this exercise 
of spiritual cleansing, saying 
Liberians come together and cry 
up to God through prayers, it will 
go a long way to maintaining 
peace and reconciliation among 
the people. -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne
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Clergymen launch spiritual 
cleansing for Liberia 

House inducts two new Representatives
By Bridgett Milton

Pres. George Manneh Weah

Weah celebrates 
taxpayers as patriots
–Assures convenient tax payment process
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o u s e  S p e a k e r,  
Bhofal Chambers Hhas told the new 

Resident Representative of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to Liberia, Mr. 
AldarAbdychev about his 
desire to see the IMF funding 
Development projects in the 
Country as they work with the 

government f iscal  and 
economic team for a vibrant 
and befitt ing Liberian 
economy.

The Speaker says though 
he appreciates the current 
relationship between the IMF 
and the Liberia government, 
he believes that Liberia's 

bond with the IMF can be 
enhanced to another level if the 
IMF funds direct development in 
the country. He averred that the 
IMF has been a long-time partner 
of Liberia and the partnership 
has often been about IMF giving 
the Liberian government some 
manda to ry  f i s ca l  po l i c y  

prescriptions that are sometimes 
difficult to follow.

The Speaker also intoned that 
he believes that the IMF vision of 
the world is to alleviate poverty, 
and has called on the Fund to at 
times tailor their economic 
workings with countries of the 
world to their own uniqueness.

Making his assertion during 
the meeting, the new IMF 
Resident Representative in 
Liberia, Mr. AldarAbdychev 
divulged that the fund has 
committed US$80-Million for 
the year 2022 to the Liberian 
government as part of its 
support.

Mr. Abdychev says though 
the IMF is not a development 
agency, the fund will, by next 
year break a little from its 
tradition, and at current 
allotted US$35-Million to fund 
development projects in 
Liberia. The IMF Rep. also told 
t he  mee t i ng  t ha t  h i s  
organization intends to work 
with the Liberian government 
to mitigate corruption, 
waste, and abuse of public 
funds. Mr. Abdychev intoned, 
that the Fund will continue to 
work with the government as 
he begins his service in 
Liberia.  He mentioned that 
the IMF intends to accelerate 
its workings with the Central 
Bank of Liberia along with the 
Ministry of Finance, and 
intends to extend its workings 
with the General Auditing 
Commission (GAC), amongst 
others.

Also in attendance during 
the meeting was the House's 
Cochairman on Ways Means 
Finance and Development 
Planning, Rep. Matthew 
Zarzar, and the House's 
Committee Chairman on 
Foreign Affairs, Rep. Crayton 
Duncan.-Press release

the LFA  women's leauge title 
after scoring 42 goals in the 
season.

It will come as little  
surprise that the result  
prompted endless tweets 
about Earth Angels  supposedly 
being   'Angline  Kieh FC'  but  
i s  t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  a n y   
substance  to those claims? 

There can be no doubting 
that Earth Angels FC missed 
their talisman in the LFA 
women's league,  if nothing 
else,  with the  Earth Angels 
both attacking  and  defense  
on the  sidelines is currently in 
the U.S. on an athletic 
scholarship at Campbellsville 
University.

And given the endless 
wonder goals she scored last 
season to bail Earth Angels out, 
it would be pretty fair to 
suggest that Angeline  would 
have broken through the 
Blanco FC defence in the end .

Record without Angeline 
Kieh in the team further to 
that, a statistics has emerged 
that seems to back the whole 
'Angeline FC ' narrative and 
prove the Angels just haven't 
been the same without their 
star woman recently. 

That's because Earth Angels 
have failed to win five 
competitive games in which 
Angeline Kieh hasn't featured.

centers to transform the lives 
of the youthful population 
there. 

He lamented that youth in 
the district and others who are 
in need of technical education 
after high school have been 
abusing drugs.

 He further indicated that 
the inability of young people to 
provide food and other 
necessities for themselves and 
the uncontrollable abuse of 
drugs are causing serious 
insecurity in the district and 
the country at large. 

He said these situations 
should serve as a wake up call 
for leaders so that they can 
provide policy and programs 
that will give young people the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  
transformation. 

"Our people need good 
health care system in the 
district, quality and affordable 
education for all along with 
youth development and 
empowerment that will make 
them self-reliant instead of 

They drew a blank during 
games with Shaitta Angels FC 
and DC Shooters FC,  while 
suffering defeats to Determined 
Girls FC, Determined Girls and 
now Blanco FC in Angeline  
Absence. 

Earth Angels FC  have won ten 
(10) titles and become the most 
successful club  in the  LFA upper 
women's  league Division after 
ten decades.

What's more, the last time 
that Earth  drew their opening  
game of the LFA women's league 
season was also the last time 
that Angeline Kieh missed the 
opening game of LFA women's 
league season. 

It's easy to see why so many 
supporters are convinced that 
Earth  Angels are becoming 
reliant on their star woman and 
the early evidence seems to 
corroborate their suspicions. 

Earth Angels FC  5 games 
without Player Angeline  B. Kieh.

LFA  Super Cup 7-0 Earth 
Angels FC 

Shaitta Angels 2-2 Earth 
Angels FC 

Determined Girls FC 5-0 Earth 
Angels FC 

DC Shooters 0-0 Earth Angels 
FC 

Blanco FC 3-2 Earth Angels 
FC.

2 Draws
3 Losses

being drug abusers,” said Mr. 
Barjuah.  

“This district is no longer for 
sale, and we will put all 
politicians on the scale so they 
can show what they have done 
for the district," he added. 

In petitioning Mr. Barjuah, 
residents of the district said 
they asked the aspirant to run 
for the district seat because 
they need real change, security 
for all, quality education and 
health care, promotion of 
integrity, strong advocacy and 
transparency for the people of 
the district. 

They believe that these 
things will attract development 
and opportunity. 

Reading the petition, Mr. 
Stanley Weefar, resident of the 
district, noted that they will 
remain committed in ensuring 
that Mr. Barjuah is elected as 
representative of District#17 so 
that he can help them in all their 
quest for good governance and 
opportunity.

Starts from back page 

ontserrado County 
Electoral District M#17 Representative 

aspirant Mr. Komrah Barjuah 
says he wishes to transform 
d r u g  a d d i c t s  f r o m  
disadvantaged youth to 
potent ia l  generat iona l  
thinkers.

During his petitioning 
ceremony held by some 
District #17 residents Tuesday 
evening, 7 December 2021 at 
the Curtis Hall in Brewerville, 
Mr.  Barjuah vowed to 
c o n s t r u c t  a  m o d e r n  
rehabilitation and integration 
c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  h i s  
organization, Community 
Action for Reintegration and 
Empowerment (CARE).

Barjuah said the center 
will be constructed for 
disadvantaged youth in the 
district and its environs in 
order to restore what he calls 
“potential generational 
thinkers and future leaders."

"We are gradually losing 
our future generation that we 
think will take after us due to 

the uncontrollable abuse of 
drugs by youth across the 
country,” said Mr. Barjuah.  

“My organization Community 
Action for Reintegration and 
Empowerment (CARE) will work 
with partners and the community 
in the district to transform our 

youthful population from drug 
addiction to useful citizens," 
Mr. Barjuah noted. 

The CARE execut ive  
director explained that it's 
saddening that the entire 
District #17 lacks technical 
college and rehabilitation 
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Earth Angels FC 

Representative aspirant dreams 
transformation of drug addicts

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Speaker Chambers, IMF Resident Rep. hold talks
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Les étudiants de l'Université du Libéria sont contraints de rester 
chez eux en raison de la grève des enseignants qui demandent 
des arriérés de salaire.

L'Association des professeurs de l'Université du Libéria (ULFA) a 
publié un communiqué la semaine dernière, se désengageant 
de toutes les activités académiques jusqu'à la satisfaction de 
leurs demandes.
L'ULFA est parvenue à cette conclusion malgré l'engagement du 
gouvernement du Libéria à augmenter les salaires des 
professeurs.

Cependant, les véritables victimes de la grève actuelle des 
enseignants sont les plus de 10 000 étudiants en difficulté de 
l'Université du Libéria, dont la majorité ne peuvent pas payer 
les frais dans les universités privées du pays.

Ces étudiants n'ont d'autre choix que d'endurer des 
interruptions inutiles dans leurs programmes académiques en 
raison d'une mauvaise direction et de décisions 
administratives.

Le ministre des Finances, Samuel Tweah, a négocié à la dernière 
minute avec les responsables de l'ULFA la semaine dernière 
avant leur désengagement, leur demandant de retourner en 
classe avec la promesse de prendre en charge la masse 
salariale.

Mais sa plaidoirie n'a donné aucun fruit positif, car les 
enseignants ont abandonné les salles de classe, exigeant des 
salaires impayés et le règlement des disparités salariales.

Il devient de plus en plus courant pour le ministre des Finances 
et de la planification du Développement Tweah de laisser les 
situations atteindre des proportions de crise avant de tenter 
d'intervenir. Le cas des enseignants du système scolaire 
consolidé de Monrovia en est un exemple.

Pour l'amour de Dieu, ces protestations ne peuvent-elles pas 
être évitées par des interventions précoces ou proactives ? A 
quoi sert-il d’apporter de l'eau après que l’incendie a déjà rasé 
tout le bâtiment ?

Lorsque des situations de conflit potentiel atteignent des 
points de désengagement, il y a toujours des conséquences 
imprévues ou ce que les économistes appellent des 
externalités. Les étudiants de l'Université du Libéria subissent 
actuellement en grande partie à cause d'une mauvaise 
planification ou d'un manque de planification. 

Le désengagement du corps professoral a clairement 
bouleversé le calendrier académique et laissé les étudiants 
dans l'incertitude quant au moment où ils passeront les 
examens avant les vacances de Noël.

Éditorial
u  m o i n s  1 6  

responsables du AParti de la liberté 
(LP), dont le leader politique, 
lasénatriceNyonbleeKarngar 
Lawrence, les sénateurs 
Darius Dillon et Steve Zargo, 
ont été suspendus du parti 
pour non-paiement de leurs 
cotisations.

Le parti, dans une lettre 
qui date du 6 décembre 2021, 
signée par le président 
n a t i o n a l  M u s a  B i l i t y,  
e t a d r e s s é e  à  l a  
sénatriceKarnga-Lawrence, 
reprocheà cette dernière et 
aux autres membres de 
n’être pas en règle vis-à-vis 
de leurs obligations de 
cotisations et de paiements 
tels que définis par l’article 
9desstatutset règlement 
intérieurs du parti.

L’article IX des textesdu LP 
stipule : « Les personnes 
acceptées en tant que 
membres du parti doivent 
payer des frais mensuels qui 
peuvent être fixés de temps à 
autre par le Bureau Politique 
national. Les membres en 
règle sont des membres 
quisont à jour vis-à-vis des 

cotisations.Quant aux membres 
qui ne sont pas en règle,ils ne 
seront pas autorisés à occuper 
despostesde responsabilité au 
sein du parti, et si un tel membre 
occupe un poste dans le parti, 
élu ou nommé, il sera suspendu 
de ses fonctions par le Bureau 
Politique jusqu’à ce qu’il 
semette en règle. Si après trois 
(3) mois, ce membre est toujours 
en défaut, il sera définitivement 
démis de ses fonctions et pourra 

également être exclu de ses 
fonctions.

Selon la lettre, le Comité 
exécutif national (NEC) s’est 
réuni le 20 novembre 2021 à 
Ganta, dans le comté de 
Nima, où il a délibéré sur le 
rapport du trésorier national 
et a approuvé l’évocation de 
l ’ a r t i c l e  I X  p o u r  l e s  
responsablesnon en règle en 
leur envoyant une lettre 
pourun rappel sur l’état de 
leurs obligations financières.

Le Partenariat pour le 
développement durable 
(PaSD) s’est joint à l’effort 
pour la ratification rapide de 
l’accord de développement 
minier d’ArcelorMittal, d’une 
valeur de 800 millions de 
dollars.

Le PaSD, anciennement 
connusous l’appellation 
C i t i z e n s  U n i t e d  t o  
P r o m o t e P e a c e  a n d  
Democ racy  i n  L i be r i a  
(CUPPADL), a lancé cet appel 
mardi lors d’une conférence 
de presse à Paynesville, 
sou l i gnant  qu’ i l  é ta i t  
profondément préoccupé par 

les débats « malsains » entourant 
l’accord.

L e  g r o u p e  a  f a i t  
particulièrement référence à ce 
qu’il a dit être “des actions 
incitatives et des déclarations 
incendiaires de certains seniors 
et législateurs qui, en tant que 
dirigeants, sont censés calmer la 
tempête lorsque des citoyens 
zélés”, quelle que soit la 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  d e  l e u r s  
revendications, se présentent 
p o u r  a p p e l e r  a u  r e j e t  
desinvestissements au Libéria en 
cette période critique oùle taux 
de chômage est si élevé et 
l’économiedu pays est en berne.

Thomas Sirleaf Jr, le 
r e s p o n s a b l e  d e  l a  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e t  d u  
plaidoyer du groupe de la 
société civile, après une 
enquête approfondie sur les 
mérites et les inconvénients 
de la prolongation de la 
MDA,pointe du doigtà« des 
interventions prétendument 
externes manipulées par des 
entreprises basées sur des 
motifs inavoués ou égoïstes 
visant à profiter à quelques-
uns contre l’intérêt suprême 
de la grande majorité du pays 
»

S i r l e a f  a  d e m a n d é  
aupouvoir législatif  de 
rectifier l’accord, affirmant 
que l’accord, une fois adopté, 
c r é e r a  d e s  e m p l o i s  
supplémentaires et placera le 
Libérien sur la scène mondiale 
en termes de minerai de fer 
de qualité.

Il s’agit du troisième 
groupe à demander la 
rectification de l’accord 
Mittal Steal depuis que le 
projet de loi a été envoyé 
auparlement par le président 
George Weah.

On peut se rappeler, 
samedi, qu’un groupe de 
citoyens du comté de Grand 
Bassa, s’est réuni à l’hôtel de 
ville de Buchanan pour 
présenter une pétition à une 

Le désengagement des enseignantscrée 
l'incertitude à l'Université du Liberia

équipe de sénateurs qui était 
partie en mission d’enquête 
dans les installations d’AML à 
Buchanan.

Lundi, le Groupe de la 
société civile - « Coalition des 
jeunes et des étudiants pour un 
meilleur Libéria » (COYSBL) a 
expr imé son sout ien à  
l’amendement de l’Accord de 
d é v e l o p p e m e n t  m i n i e r  
d’ArcelorMittal (MDA) signé 
par le gouvernement du Libéria 
et la société.

Le PaSD, dans sa déclaration 
de mardi, a déclaré que même si 
les Libériens ont de véritables 
revendications sur l’opération 
d ’ A r c e l o r M i t t a l ,  c e s  
revendications ne peuvent pas 
être traitées de manière 
adéquate en combattant les 
opportunités pour l’ensemble du 
pays. C’est contre-productif 
pour la survie des générations 
présentes et futures de notre 
pays, et j’en appelle à votre 
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Le Parti de la Liberté suspend 
son leader politique 

L’accord minier d’ArcelorMittal 
obtient plus de soutien
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AMBRIDGE – Les États-Unis et la Chine se livrent 
aujourd’hui une concurrence acharnée pour la Cprédominance dans le secteur technologique. Les 

États-Unis ont longtemps occupé le devant de la scène en 
ce qui concerne le développement des technologies (bio, 
nano, de l’information) qui sont au cœur de la croissance 
économique au XXIe siècle. En outre les universités de 
recherche américaines s’imposent dans l’enseignement 
supérieur au plan mondial. Dans le classement annuel des 
universités mondiales, dit classement de Shanghai, 16 
des 20 premières institutions se trouvent aux États-Unis, 
aucune en Chine.

La Chine investit toutefois massivement dans la 
recherche et le développement et se trouve déjà sur un 
pied d’égalité avec les États-Unis dans plusieurs 
domaines clés, en particulier celui de l’intelligence 
artificielle (IA), un secteur dans lequel elle aspire à 
devenir le leader mondial d’ici 2030. Certains experts 
estiment qu’elle est en mesure de réaliser cet objectif, 
en raison de ses ressources colossales en données, de 
l’absence de protection des données personnelles 
numériques et du fait que les progrès en apprentissage 
machine nécessitent davantage des ingénieurs qualifiés 
que des scientifiques de pointe. Compte tenu de l’intérêt 
de l’apprentissage machine comme technologie 
polyvalente utilisée dans de nombreux autres domaines, 
les avancées de la Chine en matière d’IA revêtent une 
importance particulière.

En outre, les progrès technologiques de la Chine ne 
reposent plus seulement sur l’imitation. L’administration 
de l’ancien président américain Donald Trump avait 
imposé des sanctions à Pékin pour le vol et le piratage de 
propriété intellectuelle par des entreprises chinoises, les 
transferts contraints d’adresses IP et des pratiques 
commerciales déloyales. Exigeant la réciprocité, les 
États-Unis ont fait valoir que si les autorités chinoises 
pouvaient bloquer l’accès à Google et Facebook pour des 
raisons de sécurité, ils pouvaient prendre des mesures de 
même ordre contre des géants technologiques chinois 
comme Huawei et ZTE. La Chine n’en continue pas moins 
à innover.

Après la crise financière mondiale de 2008 et la Grande 
Récession qui s’en est ensuivie, les dirigeants chinois se 
sont peu à peu convaincus que l’Amérique était sur son 
déclin. Abandonnant la politique modérée de Deng 
Xiaoping, consistant à faire profil bas et attendre son 
heure, la Chine a adopté une approche nettement plus 
affirmative, avec notamment la construction (et la 
militarisation) d’îles artificielles en mer de Chine 
méridionale, des mesures coercitives de nature 
économique prise contre l'Australie et l’abandon de ses 
garanties sur l'autonomie économique et commerciale de 
Hong Kong. Dans ce contexte, certains Américains ont 
commencé à évoquer la nécessité d’un découplage 
général entre les économies américaine et chinoise. Mais 
aussi importante que puisse être la désimbrication des 
chaînes d’approvisionnement technologiques qui 
présentent un risque direct pour la sécurité nationale, ce 
serait une erreur de croire que les États-Unis peuvent 
totalement découpler leur économie de celle de la Chine 
sans encourir des coûts colossaux.

La relation de profonde interdépendance économique 
entre les États-Unis et la Chine est ce qui la différencie 
de la relation qu’avaient les États-Unis avec l’Union 
soviétique pendant la guerre froide. Avec les Soviétiques, 
les Américains jouaient une partie d’échec 
unidimensionnelle dans laquelle les deux parties étaient 
fortement interdépendantes au plan militaire, mais pas 
au niveau des relations économiques ou transnationales.

Avec la Chine, par contre, les États-Unis jouent une 
partie d’échec tridimensionnelle avec un équilibre des 
forces très différent aux niveaux militaire, économique 
et transnational. Si nous négligeons les relations de 
pouvoir sur les échiquiers économique et transnational, 
sans parler des interactions verticales entre ces 
échiquiers, nous en subirons les conséquences. Une 
stratégie efficace face à la montée en puissance de la 
Chine doit donc éviter le déterminisme militaire et 
englober les trois dimensions de l’interdépendance.

Les règles régissant les relations économiques devront 
être revues. Bien avant la pandémie, la capitalisme 
d’État hybride de la Chine suivait un modèle 

mercantiliste qui a faussé le fonctionnement de 
l’Organisation mondiale du commerce et contribué à 
l’émergence d’un populisme perturbateur dans les 
démocraties occidentales.

Aujourd’hui, les alliés des États-Unis sont bien plus 
conscients des risques politiques et de sécurité posés par 
l’espionnage, les transferts forcés de technologies, les 
choix commerciaux stratégiques et les accords 
asymétriques de la Chine. Il faut donc s’attendre à un 
d é c o u p l a g e  p l u s  i m p o r t a n t  d e s  c h a î n e s  
d’approvisionnement technologiques, en particulier 
lorsque la sécurité nationale est en jeu. La négociation de 
nouvelles règles commerciales pourrait empêcher que ce 
découplage ne dégénère. Dans ce contexte, des moyennes 
puissances pourraient s’unir pour élaborer un accord 
commercial sur les technologies de l’information et de la 
communication auquel pourraient souscrire les pays 
respectant les normes démocratiques fondamentales.  

De toute évidence, il ne peut y avoir une façon unique de 
procéder. Sur des enjeux tels que la non-prolifération 
nucléaire, le maintien de la paix, la santé publique et le 
changement climatique, les États-Unis peuvent trouver un 
terrain d’entente institutionnel avec la Chine. Mais dans 
d’autres domaines, il est plus logique de fixer nos propres 
normes démocratiques. La porte peut rester ouverte à la 
Chine à long terme ; mais il faut accepter que le long terme 
puisse en réalité être très long.

En dépit de la puissance et de l’influence croissantes de la 
Chine, la collaboration avec des partenaires partageant les 
mêmes valeurs accroît les chances de voir les normes 
démocratiques prévaloir dans les domaines du commerce et 
de la technologie. Il est aussi important d’établir un plus 
fort consensus transatlantique sur la gouvernance 
mondiale. Mais ce n’est qu’en coopérant avec le Japon, la 
Corée du Sud et d’autres économies asiatiques que les pays 
occidentaux pourront établir des règles et des normes 
mondiales en matière de commerce et d’investissement 
dans les technologies, créant ainsi des conditions de 
concurrence plus équitables pour les entreprises opérant à 
l’étranger.

Le poids économique des pays démocratiques continuera à 
être supérieur à celui de la Chine pendant encore une bonne 
partie de ce siècle, mais seulement à condition qu’ils 
agissent de concert. Ce facteur diplomatique sera plus 
déterminant que la question du développement 
technologique chinois. Pour évaluer l’équilibre futur des 
forces entre la Chine et les États-Unis, l’avancement 
technologique a son importance, mais les alliances en ont 
encore plus.

Enfin, une réponse efficace à la montée en puissance 
technologique de la Chine dépendra autant des 
améliorations apportées au niveau national que des actions 
extérieures, avec notamment un soutien accru à la 
recherche et au développement. Le manque d’ambition est 
toujours un risque, mais le manque de confiance ou une 
réaction excessive motivée par des craintes exagérées l'est 
tout autant. Comme le soutient l’ancien doyen du MIT John 
Deutch, si les États-Unis réalisent leurs améliorations 
potentielles en matière d'innovation, « le grand bond en 
avant de la Chine ne sera probablement, au mieux, que 
quelques pas pour combler l’écart avec le leadership 
technologique actuel des États-Unis ».

Par ailleurs, l’immigration jouera également un rôle 
déterminant pour préserver l’avance technologique 
américaine. En 2015, lorsque j’avais demandé à l’ancien 
Premier ministre de Singapour Lee Kuan Yew pourquoi il ne 
pensait pas que la Chine surpasserait les États-Unis, il a 
souligné la capacité de l’Amérique à attirer les talents du 
monde entier – une possibilité que n’a pas la Chine en raison 
du nationalisme ethnique de la majorité Han. Ce n’est pas 
un hasard si de nombreuses entreprises de la Silicon Valley 
ont des fondateurs ou des PDG d’origine asiatique.

Avec le temps et la circulation des personnes, les 
technologies se répandent inévitablement. Si les États-Unis 
laissent les craintes concernant les fuites technologiques 
les priver d’une immigration de grande valeur, ils 
renonceront à l’un de leurs plus grands avantages. Une 
politique d’immigration trop restrictive pourrait 
sérieusement entraver l’innovation technologique – un fait 
qui ne doit être perdu de vue dans les débats enflammés sur 
la concurrence stratégique.

FrançaisFrançais
s u s p e n s i o n  d e  
lasénatriceKarnga-Lawrence et 
15 autres.

Bien qu’il n’y ait eu aucune 
réponse officielle dela part des 
responsables suspendus du LP, le 
sénateur Dillon, lors d’une 
émission sur une station deradio 
locale le mardi 7 décembre, a 
e x p r i m é  s o n  r e g r e t  
d’avoirpermis à Musa Bility de 
diriger le LP en tant que 
président.

“Aujourd’hui, je regrette 
den’avoir  r ien fait  pour 
empêcher Musa Bility de diriger 
le Liberty Party. J’ai pensé qu’il 
était injuste pour Musa et toute 
personne dans la situation de 
Musa d’êtreprivé du droit de 
gravirdes échelons dans le parti, 
mais il a justifié tout ce que le 
public a dit à son sujet », a 
déclaré M. Dillon.

« Le 22 novembre 2021, 
une lettre vous a été envoyée 
indiquant que le solde dû sur 
votre compte était de 1 500 $ 
US par mois. Cela représente 
un total de 18 000,00 $ pour la 
pé r iode  de  janv ie r  à  
décembre 2021»,la lettre 
continua.

Le 1er décembre 2021, le 
p a r t i  a  a p p r o u v é  l a  
s u s p e n s i o n  d e s  
responsablesnon en règle. 
Cependant, une exception a 
été accordée à l’attente 
d’une deuxième lettre de 
rappel qu’elle n’a pas 
honorée, d’où sa suspension 
avec les autres.

Le LP a écrit au président 
de laCollaboration des Partis 
politiques de l’opposition 
( C P P )  J o s e p h  N .  
Boakaipourl’informer de la 

conscience pour arrêter cela.
ArcelorMittal, le premier 

investisseur majeur dans le 
Libéria d’après-guerre et la 
présence mondiale des 
p r i n c i p a l e s  s o c i é t é s  
sidérurgiques et minières au 
Libéria, a déclaré au groupe 
CSO qu’il s’agissait d’une 
f o r t e  d é c l a r a t i o n  d e  
con f i ance  en  mat iè re  
d’investissement et que le 
Libéria était prêt à faire des 
affaires, affirmant en outre 
que c’est pourquoi la société 
a décidé d’investir un milliard 
de dollars dans « notre 
économie en difficulté. 
L’action de l’entreprise à 
notre avis, envoie un message 
fort à la communauté des 
investisseurs dumonde que le 
Libéria est un refuge et une 
destination privilégiée pour 
les investisseurs ».

«  N o t r e  e x a m e n  
d o c u m e n t a i r e  d e  l a  
littérature connexe a révélé 
que l’embauche par AML et 
ses sous-traitants avait 
commencé en 2007. En 2008, 
quelque 3 000 personnes 
l o c a l e s  é t a i e n t  d é j à  
e m p l o y é e s  à  l a  f o i s  
d i r e c t e m e n t  e t  
indirectement dans le cadre 
de projets de construction, 
révèlent les dossiers. Selon 
les preuves documentaires, le 
nombre d’emplois de 2008 a 
augmenté en 2013 en grande 
partie en raison des travaux 
de construction de la phase 2. 
Ces travaux de construction 
auraient été responsables de 
l’augmentation des emplois 
locaux sur la concession 
jusqu’à 5 000 avant qu’Ebola 
ne frappe lepays ».

Les documents connexes 
montrent clairement que la 
LBA,  con fo rmément  à  
l’article X section 1 et à 

l’article XI section 1, 2 et 3, a 
fourni des services de santé et 
d’éducation, y compris la 
réhabilitation et la réouverture 
de deux hôpitaux et des écoles 
respectivement à Yekepa et 
Buchanan pour fournir des soins 
médicaux et des services 
éducatifs aux employés et aux 
résidents locaux plutôt qu’aux 
seuls  employés,  à  leurs  
conjoints, personnes à charge, 
enfants et fonctionnaires 
af fectés  dans  les  zones  
o p é r a t i o n n e l l e s  d e  l a  
concession, comme l’exige le 
MDA. Pendant ce temps, des 
documents en possession de 
PaSD révèlent en outre qu’AML, 
conformément à l’article XI 
section 1 b, a remboursé aux 
parents de Buchanan les frais de 
scolarité de leurs enfants.

Sirleaf a déclaré : « Nous 
a v o n s  d é c o u v e r t  q u e ,  
lorsqu’ArcelorMittal est entré au 
Libéria en 2005, le pays n’avait 
pas d’électricité, en particulier 
dans les zones d’exploitation 
autres que les générateurs 
privés. En collaboration avec le 
ministère des Terres, des Mines 
et de l’Énergie de l’époque, la 
Banque mondiale et la CEDEAO, 
AML a participé à l’effort 
national visant à connecter le 
pays à la ligne WAPP en Côte 
d’Ivoire pour la fourniture 
d’électricité. Ce projet dépend 
fortement d’AML, étant un grand 
preneur d’électricité et, par 
conséquent, la ligne a été 
acheminée via Yekepa et 
Buchanan ».Le groupe CSO a 
averti que le rejet de l’accord ne 
doit jamais être une option à la 
fois du gouvernement et du 
peuple de Liberia, exhortant les 
intéressés à mettre leurs griefs 
sur la table pour une résolution 
plutôt que de tenter de refuser 
aux jeunes du Libéria 3 000 
nouveaux emplois .

Le Parti de la 
Liberté suspend 

L’accord minier d’ArcelorMittal 

Quels sont les véritables enjeux 
de la rivalité sino-américaine ?

By Joseph S. Nye, Jr.
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roponents of the civic republicans and 
communitarians theory of democracy posit that 
the character of citizens determines the P

character of the republic. If citizens are civically 
virtuous, the republic can be expected to thrive, but if 
they are self-involved or lethargic, we should 
anticipate a politics of fragmentation and corruption 
leading toward decay.

This theoretical assertion lays the basis of this article, 
in which I intend to enlighten the Liberian public 
about the danger of toxic politics on national 
development and functional democracy as well as 
draw attentions to policy issues 
that should instead concern the 
H o n o r a b l e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives as it relates to the 
Citizens Engagement Board (CEB). 
To do this, I will dwell on answering 
the following questions: whose 
interest the letter, from the House 
of Representatives inviting Madam 
Mary Broh, serves? Is it the Liberian 
people or a parochial interest of 
s ome  s e l f - s eek i n g  pub l i c  
bureaucrats?

Before diving deeper into my task, 
let me provide a contextual 
background of my endeavor. A few 
days ago I read a letter, dated 
December 3, 2021 under the 
signature of the Acting Chief Clerk, 
J. SayfurhGeplay, of the House of 
Representatives, citing the 
Leadership of the Citizens 
Engagement Board headed by 
Madam Mary T. Broh to appear 
before Plenary on Tuesday 
December 7, 2021 at 12:00 noon. 
The letter said Madam Broh along 
with members of her leadership 
was cited in relation to a complaint filed by 
Montserrado County District # 7, Rep. Solomon C. 
George who alleged that members of the Citizens 
Engagement Board destroyed properties and violated 
rights as well as whipped or flogged, handcuffed and 
imprisoned residents and people of Liberia.

Recently, Monrovia City Mayor Jefferson TambaKoijee 
constituted a Citizens Engagement Board (CEB), 
headed by Madam Mary T. Broh, with specific 
mandates, among many others, to clean, beatify and 
prepare Monrovia ahead of the Bicentennial 
celebration, which officially takes place on January 7, 
2022 in Monrovia. Members of the Board include 
reputable people from diverse professional and 
cultural backgrounds. Two things linger on my mind 
after reading the letter. I am wondering what could be 
the motivating factor of the writer of the letter and 
his intended objective.               

Many people including myself believe that Mayor 
Koijee’s action was in good faith considering that 
waste management is one of the daunting challenges 
everywhere, especially in developing countries like 
Liberia where civic responsibility and effective 
institutional system and control remain embryonic. 
Monrovia and other urban cities are overwhelmed by 
dirt and poor sanitary conditions, for cities are 
overcrowded due to influx of people from rural 
communities, which is the real issue that should 
concern lawmakers who mean well for the people.

Nevertheless, Madam Broh and her Team selflessly 
immediately embarked on work to raid Monrovia of 
shanty structures and street peddling without any 

financial support from government, nor the Monrovia 
City government. Some members of the CEB made 
voluntary contribution to jump-start the work. Video 
footages from places where public food are prepared 
are very disgusting and sickening. I am wondering 
whether Rep. Solomon C. George knows that his 
constituent or District # 7 in Montserrado is one of the 
dirtiest places where open defecation is a norm and 
lathering is a culture.

If the Lawmaker is aware of the filthiness of his 
constituency, but chooses to file a complaint against 
people who are patriotically volunteering to clean his 

back yard, then whose interest he seeks with his 
complaint if not a parochial self-seeking political 
interest. Look, politicians should not be overly 
preoccupied about retaining power and continue 
acting in ways that keep this country and its people in 
a state of lethargy. We must put stop to such a toxic 
politics and standup for the good of our nation.

One would have thought that Rep. Solomon C. George, 
who professes to advocate for market women, should 
have sought advice to proffer a bill to deal with rising 
social iniquities and inequalities, particularly in 
Monrovia. The streets are lathering with dirt and 
shanty structures; the young people are consumed in 
drugs and alcoholism. Market women are crying for 

economic empowerment. But it is unfortunate that 
these are not concerning to many policy makers. I 
strongly believe that this is time for deliberate actions 
to narrow the gaps of income inequalities by putting 
the necessary policy forward.         
   
Let me make this clear, I am not in support of 
mistreatment of any residents or Liberians, but in the 
event such becomes the case, the court is the right 
place to go for redress. The House of Representatives 
is not a court that adequately addresses violations of 
people’s rights, it shouldn’t pretend to be one. They 
shouldn’t have given credence to such a matter that is 
cognizable in court because doing so does not only 
constitute usurpation of functions of the Judiciary, 
intrusion of court matter, but also the House is 
allowing Rep. George to distort the good initiative of 

the CEB by awarding him political 
points at the detriment of public 
good. For this to happen, it 
constitutes toxic politics.

Toxic politics is when a public 
servant(s) deliberately takes 
actions that serve his/her personal 
political benefits, but undermines 
nat ional  development and 
functional democracy. Functional 
democracy and development work 
t o g e t h e r  h a n d s - i n - h a n d s .  
Democracy flourishes where laws 
and systems guide people’s 
actions. In as much as the state has 
greater responsibility, under the 
social contract doctrine, the 
people as well have civic 
responsibilities to keep democracy 
viable. One of such responsibilities 
is tidiness of their environment 
and obeying city ordinance.  
  
Although the filthiness of Monrovia 
is a primary concern, but the 
situation is much more complex; it 
includes national security and 
existential threat to our nation. 

We are gradually losing a whole generation to drugs, 
alcoholism and prostitution. The numbers of people 
including women who are surviving on street peddling 
are increasingly alarming. Which is why I strongly 
advise against the unhealthy mixing of development 
issue with politics. All lawmakers, regardless of 
political affiliation, should begin contemplating on 
policy proscription to deal with waste management, 
urban migration, drugs, alcoholism and prostitution 
across the country. We must discourage and avoid any 
political grandstanding, be ashamed of the filthiness 
of our Capital and work together to make Monrovia 
one of the cleanest cities in the World. 

Toxic Politics: House of Representatives’ 
letter to CEB, my perspective

By Helen Nah Sammie
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s the proposed third 
a m e n d m e n t  t o  AA r c e l o r M i t t a l  

L iber ia  (AML)  M inera l  
Development Agreement 
(MDA) lay before legislators 
for ratification, there appear 
to be a looming mineral war 
between companies over 
multi-user access to the 
Y e k e p a  / B u c h a n a n  
infrastructure corridor.

HPX and Ivanhoe Liberia, 
are raising concern about the 
issue of access to that 
corridor and are interested in 
a s s u r a n c e  f r o m  t h e  
Government of Liberia of its 
power to ensure multi-user 
access as per the proposed 
AML MDA.

In 2019, the governments 
of Liberia and Guinea entered 
into a bi-lateral agreement 
that was ratified by the 
L i b e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Legislature, supporting the 
transportation of ore mined 
in Guinea through Liberia, 
utilizing the Yekepa to 
Buchanan ra i lway and 
Buchanan Port. A provisional 

Right of Access to Transport 
Services was granted to HPX 
by the Ministry of Transport of 
Liberia in August 2021.

In a statement issued 
Tuesday, Decemebr 7, 2021, 
HPX and Ivanhoe Liberia 
stated that it has reviewed 
t h e  p r o p o s e d  t h i r d  
amendment to the AML MDA 
c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  
legislature for ratification, 
noting that “while reference 
is made to multi-user access, 
the detailed provisions 
relating to transport issues 
effectively give AML effective 
control over the use by other 
mining companies of this 
important Liberian owned 
asset,” suggesting the the 
Liberian government takes 
control for fair usage.

 “Without GoL having 
powers to enforce multi-user 
access, HPX and Ivanhoe 
Liberia are concerned that 
our Nimba iron ore project as 
well as other wealth-creating 
p r o j e c t s  c o u l d  b e  
jeopardized.” HPX and 
Ivanhoe Liberia further 

pointed.
Thus, HPX and Ivanhoe Liberia 

said it look forward to working 
with government officials and all 
relevant stakeholders on the 
transport provisions contained in 
this amendment to ensure fair 
multi-user access to the 
Yekepa/Buchanan infrastructure 
corridor to ensure maximum 
benefits for the Liberian people. 

“ O u r  p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l  
advanced, with construction 
stating in 2023, and so these 
benefits are not a distant 
prospect,” the statement 
added.

The company narrated that as 
established in its detailed pre-
feasibility study, their project 
will add to existing direct foreign 
investment commitments to 
Liberia by generating an 
additional USD $600+ million in 
direct investment into Liberia, 
c r e a t e  u p w a r d s  o f  5 0 0  
permanent jobs in construction 
and operations, and provide 
unspecified amounts in third 
party service-related contracts 
with local companies.

Additionally, it added that the 
use of this infrastructure by 
Ivanhoe Liberia and other mining 
companies  wi l l  generate 
substantial income for the 
Liberian treasury. In the case of 
Ivanhoe Liberia, “we propose 
paying transit fees on a per 
tonne basis which can be easily 
monitored in a transparent way. 
The level of these fees will be 
establ ished in l ine with 
international practice through 
detailed negotiations with GoL.” 
It noted. “HPX and Ivanhoe 
Liberia want to contribute to the 
long-term prosperity of Liberia 
and the wellbeing of local 
communities. Our experience 
operating in other countries 
shows that these types of major 
infrastructure projects can be an 
important catalyst for local 
economic development.

To  tha t  end ,  we  a re  
committed to a number of 
specific initiatives to support the 
areas where we will operate. 
Firstly, we will advocate for the 
provision of passenger and light 
freight service on the railroad for 
local communities and to 

increase trade and movement 
between Liberia and Guinea.

Additionally, in partnership 
with other users and GoL, we 
will commit resources to 
s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  
development projects that 
directly impact health, 
educa t i on  and  human  
development.

We also want to make sure 
that there are a number of 
additional safety measures to 
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  W e  w i l l  
contribute money to a local 
development fund carefully 
managed for the benefit of 
communities in the region. 
Finally, we will implement a 
number of biodiversity 
conservation and carbon 
offset measures in particular 
in the East Nimba reserve in 
a c co rdance  w i t h  be s t  
practices in environmental 
protection. Throughout this 
process we will work with GoL 
and local communities to 
ensure our actions meet the 
highest ethical, social, and 
environmental standards in 
line with the provisions of a 
thorough Environmental and 
Social Impact Assessment that 
we  a re  commit ted  to  
undertake.

W e  w e l c o m e  t h e  
opportunity to engage further 
with GoL and The National 
Legislature, and are ready to 
elaborate on the comments 
made in this press release.

Guy de Selliers, Chairman 
of Ivanhoe Liberia, added:

“HPX, SMFG and Ivanhoe 
Liberia are committed to 
operating the Nimba Iron Ore 
project and associated 
infrastructure, both in Guinea 
and Liberia, in accordance 
w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  
environmental and social 
standards. When we make 
commitments, we abide by 
them because we know that, 
as guests in the countries 
where we operate, we need to 
earn everyday our social 
licence to operate.

“We are deeply convinced 
of the benefits for the 
Liberian people of opening up 
this major Liberian owned 
infrastructure to other users 
a n d  s e e k  t o  w o r k  
constructively with the 
Government of Liberia, 
Arcelor Mittal, and other 
potential users to make this 
possible”.

About HPX
HPX is a privately-owned, 

U.S.-domic i led mineral  
exploration and development 
company.

Ivanhoe Liberia Limited is a 
Liberian registered mining 
company and wholly-owed 
independent subsidiary of 
HPX. For further information, 
p l e a s e  v i s i t  
www.ivanhoeliberia.com 
S M F G  i s  a  G u i n e a n  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  m i n i n g  
company. 

h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives in Topen session Tuesday, 

December 7, 2021 summoned 
the Chairperson of the Citizens 
Engagement Board, Madam 
Mary Broh to appear before the 
August body today, Thursday, 
December 9, 2021 to show 
reasons while she should not 
be held in contempt.

The Citizens Engagement 
Board is currently involved in 
the beautification of Monrovia 
and its suburbs in preparation 
for the 200 Bicentennial 
Celebrations.

Madam Broh had been 
invited by the House of 
Representatives on December 
2, 2021  to explain the 
destruction of bananas and 
plantains worth LRD4.7m, 
belonging to the  Banana 
Traders.

Her summon followed a 
written communication sent to 
plenary by Montserrado County 
District #7 Representative, 
Solomon George.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Montserrado County lawmaker, 
over four truck loads of 

bananas and plantains were 
thrashed by Madam Broh last 
Saturday which has been stored 
at the E.J. Roye Building on 
Ashmun Street.

Appearing in front of the 
Capitol early Tuesday, Madam 
Broh  and her supporters were 
seen dressed with chalk polished 
all over their bodies, carrying 
palm thatches, indicative that 
the Capitol building is dirty.

“Capitol building very dirty, 
Capitol building very stinks, go 
clean your office, go clean your 
houses" they chanted. 

After staying in front of the 
Capitol for almost an hour she 
and her supporters left Capitol 
Hill, thus enraging lawmakers 
who  s l ammed  he r  w i t h  
contempt.

Madam Broh, current Director 
General of the General Services 
Agency (GSA) was appointed on 
October 21, 2021 by Monrovia 
City Mayor Jefferson Tamba 
Koijee to help clean the City 
ahead of the Christmas festive 
season and the pending 
Bicentennial Celebrations. -
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Pending Mining war? House Summons 
Broh for contempt 

By Bridgett Milton
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CMYK

might have been  confident of  
starting with  a goaless results 
.

They certainly came close 
enough to vindicating their 
optimism, too with 13-year-
old Striker Kennie Passawe 
hitting the net twice after 
brilliant goals.

However, there looked to 
be something missing from 
Earth Angels attackers and 
they were made to pay for 
their missed chances as the 
clock  t icked towards  
stoppage time.

Rolling back the years, in 
2019 Angeline Kieh entered 
the fray in the closing  
minutes and delivered  a 
stunning bicycle kick goal 
following 2-0  win over Senior  
Professional Football Club at 
the Antoinette Tubman 
Stadium in Monrovia to retain 

arth Angels FC made 
a nightmarish start Eto their LFA women's 

campaign over the weekend, 
failing to secure a victory 

without Striker Angeline  B.  
Kieh. 

 Winning to Blanco FC was 
always going to be a difficult 
challenge for their curtain-
raiser, but the 2019 Champions  CONT’D ON PAGE 7

Earth Angels FC long for Striker Angeline Kieh

By Naneka Hoffman 
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