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 South African court 
has halted oil giant AS h e l l ' s  s e i s m i c  

testing for oil and gas along 
the  count ry ' s  eas te rn  
coastline, pending a final 
ruling.

The decision has been 
hailed by environmentalists 
who fear that the sound 
blasting will harm marine 
life.

Shell said it had "paused" 
operations while it reviewed 
the judgement.

South Africa's Energy 
Minister Gwede Mantashe had 
condemned the project's 
critics, saying they wanted to 
deprive Africa of energy 
resources.

In his ruling, High Court 
Judge Gerald Bloem said that 
Shell's right to explore the 
waters near the Wild Coast 
"was awarded on the basis of 
a substantial ly f lawed 
consultation process".

The 250km (155-mile) 
stretch of coastline in 
Eastern Cape province is 
known for its natural beauty 
and marine life.Campaigners 
argued that many sea 

creatures - including whales, 
dolphins and seals - would be 
affected by the seismic testing.

Local communities, who were 
also represented in the case, 
said that their customary rights 
to the land and fishing had not 
been respected.

Welcoming the ruling, local 
campaigner Nonhle Mbuthuma 
said: "As coastal communities we 
have relied on the sea for 

towards the seabed. The sound 
that returns reveals whether 
there is, for example, oil 
locked in the rock beneath.

Shell had begun surveying 
the 6,000-sq-km area at the 
beginning of December after 
an earlier court judgement 
said it could go ahead. In that 
case, the judge said that those 
who wanted to prevent the 
survey had not provided 
enough evidence to show the 
environmental harm.

In Tuesday's ruling, Justice 
Bloem said that experts had 
testified to the damage the 
testing could cause and Shell 
had not sufficiently challenged 
that.

centuries - and we are glad 
that the judge has recognised 
that our ocean livelihoods 
must not be sacrificed for 
short term profit."

Seismic surveys are carried 
out as a means of mapping 
what l ies beneath the 
seafloor.

Shockwaves fired from an 
air gun - like a very powerful 
speaker - are blasted down 
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Katherine Robinson from the 
non-governmental organisation 
Natural Justice said the ruling 
was a "huge victory", but added 
that the "struggle is not over".

"This decision is just the 
interdict. We understand that 
the proceedings will continue," 
she was quoted by AFP news 
agency as saying.

In its response, Shell said: "We 
respect the court's decision and 
have paused the survey while we 
review the judgement."

Shell had earlier warned that 
if the case went against it, it 
might cancel  the entire 
operation, losing the chance to 
extract millions of dollars worth 
of oil and gas. BBC
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h e n  I  v i s i t e d  
Mauritius as a child Won family holidays I 

would see plenty of seashells 
on the beaches.

But on my return to the 
archipelago to cover stories 
about the effects of climate 
change, the stretches of soft 
sand along the Indian Ocean 
have seemed bereft.

The collection of hundreds 
of different seashells that my 
father amassed as a teenager 
here would be an impossible 
feat now. This is not surprising 
for 14-year-old old climate 
change activist Anesh Mungur, 
who says he has hardly seen 
any seashells in his lifetime.

speaker - are blasted down 
towards the seabed. The sound 
that returns reveals whether 
there is, for example, oil 
locked in the rock beneath.

Shell had begun surveying 
the 6,000-sq-km area at the 
beginning of December after 
an earlier court judgement 
said it could go ahead. In that 
case, the judge said that those 
who wanted to prevent the 
survey had not provided 
enough evidence to show the 
environmental harm.

In Tuesday's ruling, Justice 
Bloem said that experts had 
testified to the damage the 
testing could cause and Shell 
had not sufficiently challenged 
that.

"I think it's really sad that the 
shells are disappearing."I feel 
that the island is really 
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  
consequences of climate 
change and more needs to be 
done to protect the island 
before it's too late." Shells have 
always played an important role 
in Mauritian culture - the 
Monetaria annulus, commonly 
known as gold ring cowrie, is a 
gift of love or luck.

The Monetaria moneta also 
used to be very common in 
Mauritius - it is known at the 
money cowrie as thousands of 
years ago it was used as a form 
of currency in some parts of 
Africa.BBC

Katherine Robinson from the 
non-governmental organisation 
Natural Justice said the ruling 
was a "huge victory", but added 
that the "struggle is not over".

"This decision is just the 
interdict. We understand that 
the proceedings will continue," 
she was quoted by AFP news 
agency as saying.

In its response, Shell said: 
"We respect the court's decision 
and have paused the survey 
w h i l e  w e  r e v i e w  t h e  
judgement."

Shell had earlier warned that 
if the case went against it, it 
might cancel the entire 
operation, losing the chance to 
extract millions of dollars worth 
of oil and gas. BBC

Author of The Greedy 
Barbarian detained - lawyer

South African activists organised several protests 
against Shell's seismic testing plans

South Africa court blocks 
Shell's oil exploration

South African activists organised several protests 
against Shell's seismic testing plans

Why Mauritius is 
losing its sea
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ASHINGTON, DC – During his annual 
press conference on December 23, WRussian President Vladimir Putin railed 

against NATO enlargement. “How would the US 
react if we delivered rockets near their borders 
with Canada or Mexico?” he pointedly asked.

Putin’s increasingly combative rhetoric, coupled 
with Russia’s huge troop buildup on its border 
with Ukraine, suggests that the Kremlin is 
readying an invasion to pull the country back 
into Russia’s sphere of influence and prevent its 
accession to NATO. Europe could well be heading 
toward its deadliest interstate conflict since 
World War II.

But war is hardly foreordained, given the costs 
that Russia could face if it invaded its neighbor. 
Although Ukraine’s military forces are still no 
match for Russia’s, they would be far better at 
defending the country than they were in 2014, 
when Russia grabbed Crimea and intervened in 
the eastern Donbas region to support pro-
Russian separatists. Russian aggression has 
alienated most Ukrainians, making widespread 
popular resistance likely if Russia tries to seize a 
major chunk of the country. Putin can expect not 
only heavy Russian casualties, but also the 
severe economic sanctions that the United 
States and its European allies are currently 
weighing.

With Russia facing such clear downsides if it opts 
for war, diplomacy has a reasonable chance of 
averting conflict. Indeed, Moscow recently 
released a detailed agenda for broad 
negotiations over European security. Even 
though many of Russia’s proposals are non-
starters, the US and its European partners 
appear ready to engage, with the US hinting that 
talks with the Kremlin could begin early next 
year. In preparation, the Western allies should 
identify a combination of carrots and sticks that 
will increase the appeal of a diplomatic route to 
de-escalation while raising the prospective costs 
if Putin chooses war.

As for the carrots, NATO should reassure the 
Kremlin that it is not about to integrate Ukraine 
or turn the country into a forward outpost of the 
West’s best weaponry. Although Russia’s 
aggression against and coercion of its neighbor is 
unacceptable, its concern about a militarized 
Ukraine entering NATO is understandable. Major 
powers don’t like it when other major powers 
show up on their doorstep.

Even so, US President Joe Biden and his NATO 
counterparts are right to reject Putin’s demand 
for a guarantee that NATO will not offer 
membership to Ukraine. After all, one of the 
alliance’s core principles is that sovereign 
countries should be free to choose their 
geopolitical alignments.

In practice, however, NATO membership for 
Ukraine is not in the cards. Admitting it would 
not only provoke Russia, but also saddle the 
alliance with defending a nation that has a 
1,500-mile (2,414-kilometer) border with 
Russia. Biden has already made clear that 
“school’s out” regarding Ukraine’s potential 
NATO membership and that sending US combat 
troops to the country is “not on the table.”

That reality creates a diplomatic opening. With 
admission to NATO requiring the consent of all 
members, Biden can credibly reassure Putin that 
membership for Ukraine is not up for 

consideration. And NATO members can provide 
assurances that they would put quantitative and 
qualitative limits on the weaponry they provide to 
Ukraine. Meanwhile, the alliance can, at least in 
theory, stand by its open-door policy. Such 
understandings may fall short of Putin’s demand 
for a codified guarantee, but they should be 
sufficient to ease his fears that Ukraine will 
become a NATO garrison on Russia’s southern 
frontier.

The US should also lead efforts to implement the 
Minsk Agreements – a roadmap negotiated in 2014 
and 2015 to end Russia’s intervention in Donbas. 
That deal envisaged Ukraine granting a measure of 
regional autonomy to areas now controlled by 
Russian-backed separatists. In return, Russia 
would stop its proxy war, and Ukraine would regain 
control of Donbas.

Despite the best efforts of France and Germany, 
which helped to broker the Minsk deal, 
implementation has gone nowhere, as both 
Ukraine and Russia have dragged their feet. 
Washington should now team up with Paris and 
Berlin to push the Minsk process forward. While 
the West and Russia will probably have to agree to 
disagree about Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea, the Minsk framework holds the promise of 
ending the conflict in eastern Ukraine, which has 
claimed well over 10,000 lives.

Should the Kremlin fulfill its Minsk obligations, the 
Western allies would scale back the economic 
sanctions imposed since 2014. And as they lean on 
Ukraine to uphold its Minsk commitments, they 
should also press the government in Kyiv to 
implement anti-corruption measures. Ukraine’s 
long-run welfare depends not just on ending 
Russian aggression, but also on reining in its 
oligarchs and cleaning up its politics.

Finally, NATO allies should capitalize on Russia’s 
offer to discuss broader issues of European 
security. Russia’s widening rift with the West has 
pushed it much closer to China, creating a 
coupling that emboldens both Putin and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. But Russia is the junior 
partner and must be silently uncomfortable with 
China’s growing power and ambition, which 
provides the US and Europe with an opportunity to 
pull Russia westward. The Kremlin needs to know 
that improving its relations with the West is an 
option – provided it stops its predatory behavior 
toward Ukraine and its troublemaking farther 
afield.

At the same time that it pursues this diplomatic 
plan, the West needs to signal its readiness to 
impose punishing economic sanctions if Russian 
forces enter Ukraine. On the agenda are excluding 
Russia from the SWIFT international payments 
system, sanctioning major Russian banks, 
scrapping the Nord Stream 2 Russia-Germany gas 
pipeline, and targeting oligarchs in Putin’s inner 
circle.

NATO allies should also make clear that they are 
ready to reinforce their eastern frontier and help 
arm the Ukrainian resistance if Russia invades. 
Putin tends to pick fights that he can win at 
relatively low cost. He needs to know that 
invading Ukraine would be hugely expensive.

The US needs to lead a determined NATO effort to 
give diplomacy a chance, while readying severe 
sanctions if diplomacy fails. That approach offers 
the best way to avert a conflict that would 
produce no winners.

EditorialEditorial
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THE HASTE WITH which the Liberia Anti-Corruption 
Commission is moving to prosecute the Chairperson of the 
National Elections Commission Madam Davidetta Browne 
Lansanah  and others for alleged conflict of interest and 
corruption while corruption cases of similar magnitude 
involving other officials of government, including the LACC 
own vice chairperson Cllr. Kanio Bai Gbala and the Managing 
Director of the National Port Authority Bill Tweahway, among 
others,  raises question of selectivity and partiality in the 
government's fight to minimize corruption in the public sector.

        
THE LIBERIA ANTI-CORRUPTION Commission thru its 
Executive Chairperson Cllr. Edwin Kla Martin on Wednesday, 
December 15, 2021 indicted Madam Browne Lansanah for 
alleged conflict of interest and corruption.  Report had it in 
November 2021 that the NEC under the supervision of 
Chairperson Davidetta Browne Lansanah during the November 
16, 2021 by-elections in four counties, rented thermometers 
from a company called Tuma Enterprises Inc., allegedly owned 
by her brother for over US$180,000 outside of government 
procurement regulations. 

SHE IS FOUND to be in breach of Section 1.3.6. of the National 
Code of Conduct for public officials that prohibits conflict of 
interest; Part II, Section 2.2 of the LACC Act and Section 15.3 of 
Liberia's Money Laundering Act of 2012, respectively.

THOUGH MADAM BROWNE Lansanah denied making 
admissions of guilty during her appearance before the LACC, 
the Criminal Court C at the Temple of Justice in Monrovia 
reportedly issued a Writ of Arrest last week against the NEC 
Boss for corruption.

MEANTIME A SIMILAR case of conflict of interest involving the 
LACC Vice Chairperson Cllr. Kanio Bai Gbala, who is linked to a 
contract at the National Port Authority, and the Managing 
Director of the National Port Authority Bill Tweahway, who 
awarded port contracts to his (Bill Tweahway's) brother is in 
conclusive.

WE THINK THE LACC proceeding to court against Madam 
Browne Lansanah without allowing the Ministry of Justice to 
look into the case, as required by Section 11.1 of the Anti-
Corruption Act of 2008, is not only being selective, but 
impartial in the fight against corruption. 

WE CALL THE LACC's attention to a recent urge by the Center 
for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia or CENTAL 
during the December 9th celebration of International 
Corruption Day for the Weah administration to be non-
selective in the fight against corruption.

“AS LIBERIA JOINS other countries to celebrate the 18th 
anniversary of the International Anti-Corruption Day, as the 
national chapter of Transparency International (TI), the Center 
for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia (CENTAL) would 
like to call on the national government to be sincerer, robust 
and non-selective in the fight against corruption”, said 
Executive Director Anderson Miamen.

MIAMEN: “WE URGE the LACC to give the case involving its 
own the fullest attention, as the public awaits logical 
conclusion of the matter, just as all other corruption cases 

Selective corruption 
fight promotes partiality
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A Diplomatic Way Out in Ukraine

By Charles A. Kupchan
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The euro’s advocates hoped that the single currency would deliver economic and 
financial integration, policy convergence, political amalgamation, and global 
influence. While these predictions were often wide of the mark, the euro has 
arguably proven to be a wise investment.

ARIS – Twenty years ago, on January 1, 2002, citizens of 12 European countries began 
using new euro banknotes and coins. A larger-than-life project – emblematic of a time Pwhen European leaders were bold enough to step into the unknown – thus became a 

tangible reality.

This flawless transition crowned an endeavor that was imagined in the 1970s, designed in the 
1980s, and negotiated in the 1990s. Expectations were high: the euro’s advocates hoped that 
it would deliver economic and financial integration, policy convergence, political 
amalgamation, and global influence.

Two decades on, it is difficult to avoid feeling disappointed about economic integration. Early 
assessments of the single currency’s trade impact found that it barely exceeded 2%. Recent 
research by the European Central Bank puts the effect at perhaps 5%. That is still small, and by 
itself not worth the effort. Two regions within Europe trade with each other on average six 
times less if they are not in the same country. Because of history, languages, networks, 
judicial systems, and reluctance to unify regulations, national borders still matter 
considerably.

The financial services story is more dramatic. In the first years, banks extended credit abroad, 
often recklessly, until the euro crisis a decade ago triggered a precipitous retreat behind 
national borders. Regulators, applying the famous aphorism that banks are global in life, but 
national in death, told them to stop sharing liquidity with non-national subsidiaries. 
Fragmentation ensued.

The bold decision to launch a European banking union in June 2012 was a response to this. But 
implementation has been only partial: whereas eurozone banks are now supervised by the 
ECB, insolvency cases de facto end up in national hands. Financial integration has recovered 
somewhat, but momentum is weak. Although pan-European banks would be able to diversify 
risk on a broader scale, national governments remain reluctant to relinquish privileged 
relationships with “their” banking systems.

Policy convergence toward the best performers was meant to result from self-discipline, as 
well as from fiscal-policy rules and the creation of coordination processes. But, having given 
up monetary-policy autonomy, many governments rejected further requirements from 
Brussels. For ten years, credit growth and inflation rates diverged, with few apart from then-
ECB President Jean-Claude Trichet worrying much. When the euro crisis eventually erupted, it 
put northern and southern EU member countries squarely at odds with each other.

Convergence has improved since. Under duress, competitiveness gaps have narrowed. The 
ECB has helped quell eurozone exit speculation, ensuring that borrowers in all member states 
have access to similarly priced credit. The response to the COVID-19 shock was remarkably 
cooperative, with the support of the European Commission and the ECB. And the recovery 
program launched in summer 2020 broke with long-standing taboos.

There is now a debate as to how much more reform Europe’s macroeconomic policy system 
needs. Some claim that current arrangements would work fine if governments played by the 
rules. But as I and a group of economists and lawyers recently argued, today’s changed 
environment means that policy priorities cannot focus merely on fostering discipline in every 
member state.

Instead, high debt ratios, low interest rates, the likelihood of recurring turbulence, and 
secular challenges like climate change call for coordinating monetary and fiscal policies, 
reforming fiscal rules, and making provisions for jointly tackling shocks. Encouragingly, Italian 
Prime Minister Mario Draghi and French President Emmanuel Macron endorsed such reforms in 
a recent commentary.

Political agglomeration, a longstanding European goal, was expected to follow monetary 
union. Hans Tietmeyer, the late German central banker, liked to quote Nicolas Oresme, a 
medieval philosopher who said that money belongs to the community rather than to the 
prince. The euro’s supporters hoped, somewhat confusedly, that a common currency would 
create a sense of community.

This did not happen directly. During the 1991-92 negotiations on the Maastricht Treaty, 
governments were supposed to discuss political union alongside monetary union. But many 
countries, starting with France, rejected federal blueprints. Citizens initially treated euro 
banknotes as a technicality, not as a sign of belonging. Moreover, the new, mainly Central and 
Eastern European member states that joined the EU in the mid-2000s did not share the post-
national ethos of the Union’s founding fathers. The euro crisis confirmed that solidarity 
remained in short supply.

But the euro may still engender a sense of community indirectly. Although fear, not love, has 
so far prevented countries from leaving it, in some ways the result is the same. Far-right 
populist politicians such as Marine Le Pen in France and Matteo Salvini in Italy have toned 
down their criticism of the euro. No major politician wants to bet against it anymore.

Global influence was perhaps the most elusive of the euro’s four goals. Policymakers 
consciously put it on the back burner for two decades, and rightly so: it would have been 
premature to advertise an untested currency as an alternative to the dollar.

With the passing of time, however, the euro’s internationalization has gained in importance. 
Europe’s technological lead is long past, and its relative economic might is diminishing fast, 
but few countries, if any, can provide a stable global currency. China does not offer the 
required legal safety and transparency, Japan is too inward-looking, and Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom are too small. At a time when geopolitical tensions are rising, China is 
promoting a Sino-centric model of international relations, and US multilateral engagement is 
in doubt, the euro’s international status is no trivial achievement.

Politicians sometimes make long-term investments. With hindsight, the euro was one of them. 
While its founders’ predictions were often wide of the mark, it was arguably a wise bet. After 
all, the eurozone now has 19 members, and candidates are waiting at the door.
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The Euro at 20

By Jean Pisani-ferry
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rostitution is regarded as a self-practice profession or a practice of engaging in 
relatively indiscriminate Sexual activity either by homosexual, bi-sexual or Pstraight.  According to one unimpeachable source, prostitution practice is as old as 

Methuselah and that of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. In biblical days, the Hebrew 
law did not forbid prostitution but confined the practice to foreign women who came 
from outside.

According to USAID statistics on sex workers. There are about 42 million prostitutes 
around the world. This number includes guy men, transgender, lesbians, homosexuals, 
and straight. Apart from guy men and lesbians. Ordinary men prostitutes also dominate 
the sex field. In Africa, the rationales behind prostitution practice range from child 
abuse, hardship, force labor, domestic violence, abandonment, poverty, and post-
traumatic stress from prolonged civil wars.

In the case of Liberia, the population of prostitutes according to sources from the Gender 
Ministry is around 1, 822 on record. But the source revealed that the actual prostitution 
statistics is three-time higher than what is recorded. Other unconfirmed sources state 
that children between the ages 11 to 14 years are about 2,100 in Monrovia alone, with the 
older prostitutes' ages ranging from 18 to 63 years old.

The older prostitutes populations are in the neighborhood of 2, 800 to 3,100. These 
unconfirmed statistics are confined to Monrovia, Montserrado County; Kakata, Margibi 
County; Ganta, Sanniquellie, Nimba County and Grand Bassa County. These figures do not 
reflect the actual numerical strength of prostitutes across the 16 counties in Liberia. It is 
assumed that the increased mushrooming of Liberian active female sex workers can be 
attributed to post-traumatic stress from the 16-years civil wars which may have 
vandalized the lives of these populations especially the little girls.

For instance, some women husbands died in the war. Others were raped by rebels' 
fighters, while others were simply abused and subject to domestic force labor before and 
after the Liberian civil wars. The ongoing hardship in Liberia since the end of the Liberian 
civil wars has exacerbated and or heightened the practice of prostitution thus leading to 
the shape increase in unofficial rise in their population in Liberia.

According to our research sources in Liberia, it is estimated that there are about 8,000 
active prostitutes located in 176 notable locations around Liberia with Monrovia 
included. For example, there are 29 sites in Monrovia including the notoriously known 
Kpambai town on the Robert field highway, 18 sites in Kakata, 17 sites in Bong mines, 20 
sites in Firestone, 24 sites in Buchannan, 23 sites in Bong Mine, 13 sites Kanta, and 32 
sites Ganta, SanniquellieNimba County.

These sites serve as effective breeding grounds for the proliferation of the practice of 
prostitution as it flourishes remarkably and attractively. The practice of prostitution has 
a very good market prospect in these locations with over 85% being top government 
officials as business partners, domestic tourists, businessmen/women being their 
lucrative contacts and trusted patrons, Liberian government officials.

These populations are forgotten by the government, the church, the community, 
relatives as well as partners in progress. The ex-UP government, as well as the CDC-led 
government added more to the unbearable problems of most Liberians including these 
groups in Liberian society. The current administration has continued to create 
unbearable hardship among Liberians with a high cost of living skyrocketing across 
Liberia. Such a manmade condition has compelled most vulnerable populations like the 
prostitutes in Liberia to go out of their paths to live or do otherwise.
Pathetically speaking, the under-aged populations are between 11 to 13 years. These 
groups are three times vulnerable to sexual working conditions. These groups are 
exposed to physical violence, injuries, murder, diseases, and many other unreported 
waves of abuse. Because of these groups’ vulnerabilities, the prostitution practice 
should be classified as a human rights abuse that deserves protection, social welfare, and 
environmental care which should be protected under the laws of Liberia.

These populations shouldn't be thrown under the bus. They shouldn't be vilified or 
condemned. They are part of us as Liberians. They are our brothers and sisters.' They 
have simply chosen different paths in life to survive. They shouldn't be left to the wind 
and become self-destructive to society. They have legitimate human rights that deserve 
full protection under the law. They should be guided, protected, defended, supervised, 
and monitored.

The Liberian Parliament should enact laws to protect these vulnerable populations in our 
society. Their lives deserve to be better than what it is. Their services can be better 
organized, their practices put into proper perspectives. Their health care should be 
guided and their lives should be better improved. When they are protected under the law 
of Liberia, they would pay taxes into government revenue for the growth and 
development of basic services in society as well as improve their overall wellbeing and 
make themselves useful and acceptable in the Liberian society where they can have a 
voice and express their human rights.

Eight countries in Europe including Germany, France, and Canada have legalized 
prostitution. Several African countries have legalized prostitution. Benin with, 4, 232 
legal prostitutes; Sierra Leone, 240.000 legal prostitutes; Togo, 10.284 legal prostitutes; 
Niger 46, 630 legal prostitutes; Mali, 35,900 legal prostitutes; Zambia 9, 285 legal 
prostitutes; CapeVede, 12, 000 legal prostitutes; Ivory Coast, 18, 389 legal prostitutes; 
and Guinea Bissau, 3, 138 legal prostitutes Liberia should wake up and gives these 
populations a lawful benchmark.

The need to legalize prostitution in Liberia
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PM Terminals Liberia 
has donated to two Ah o s p i t a l s  i n  

Monrovia to mark the Yuletide 
(Christmas Festival). 

The John F. Kennedy and 
Re d e m p t i o n  M e m o r i a l  
Hospita l s  were health  
facilities where close to 200 
new mothers at the maternity 
wards recieved branded gift 

bags containing assorted 
b a b y  i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g  
diapers/pampers,  baby 
wipes, baby soap, feeding 
bottles, towels, caps, and 
bibs.  The donation exercise 
according to APM Terminals, 
is a part of its corporate social 
initiative program led by the 
women of the company to 
mark the Christmas occasion 

ivil Law Court "B" 
Judge Scheaplor R. CDunbar has placed a 

pre l iminary  in junct ion  
against fourteen choir 
members of the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of the World 
(PAW) who had planned to 
d i s r u p t  t h e  C h u r c h ’s  
activities.

Judge Dunbar ordered the 
choir members to stop all 
action(s) planned against 
Bishop Leo M. Simpson, 
Overseer of the Church, 
pending the determination of 
the Bishop’s petition filed 
before the court.

"You are hereby ordered to 
stop all action(s) planned 
against the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of the World 
( PAW )  b y  t h e  C h o i r s  
(respondents) pending the 
determination of the Bishop’s 

and to extend love to women 
who had successfully gone 
through the labour of child 
delivery. 

 Being a vibrant arm of the 
APMT workforce, female staff 
have been leading some of 
APMT’s social initiative activities 
in the year culminating in the 
donation to mothers at the two 
hospitals on Christmas Day. 

Commenting on the rationale 
behind the gesture, Eva Dobor-
Sonpon, Women's Chair of the 
Workers Union said the donation 
is APMT’s own way of celebrating 
Christmas with the rest of 
Liberia.  

She said the company chose 
to support new mothers because 
of the strategic importance of 
maternal health and the role 

(petitioner’s) petition in the 
proceedings," the court order 
said.

According to the Writ, the 

that women play in general. 
“We couldn’t have thought 

of any better way to celebrate 
Christmas than to fete with 
these mothers. One of our key 
aims as a company is to 
support women and children 
and so when we get the 
opportunity we demonstrate 
this," Madam Dobor-Sonpon 
said.

"We know the role mothers 
play both socially and 
economically and we did this 
to congratulate all new 
mothers and indeed all 
women of Liberia not only for 
their social role but also their 
economic role in helping the 
Liberia economy to thrive. We 
wish all women a Merry 
Christmas and a happy new 
year” she added. 

An elated group of new 
mothers at both hospitals 
could not hide their joy at this 
gesture and thanked APMT for 
this gesture. 

Hospital Administrator at 
JFK Memorial Hospital, 
Laurene Hawa Nyenpan who 
spoke on their behalf said the 
g e s t u r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  
demonstration of love and 
will go a long way to support 
these women in catering for 
their new babies. 

Female staff of APM 
Terminals Liberia has with this 
gesture, further underscored 
APMT’s commitment to its 
values of care, respect and 
love for the community.

choir members concerned are 
T e r a n z o  S e b o ,  J .  
TorborNyemah, Annie Russel, 
Victoria Moore, Margaret 

more headline news       more headline news 
APM Terminals Liberia share 
love on Christmas Day

Court halts choir’s plan to 
disrupt Church activities

Nagbe, Elizabeth Dixon, Cece 
D. Wesseh, Esther Kofa, Evely 
T. Teah, MaryDorkpoh among 
others.

It further commanded the 
Sheriff of the Court to issue a 
n o t i c e  o f  Pr e l i m i n a r y  
Injunction and Temporary 
Restraining Order to prohibit 
the respondents’ planned 

h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  
executive director of TC r i m e - s t o p p e r     

Liberia, Oldman Sam Saryon, 
Sr., calls on all residents across 
the country to play a key role in 
reducing fear of crimes in 
various communities.

Mr. Saryon says in order to 
curtail crime rate in Liberia, 
community residents should 
understand that criminals, who 
c o n t i n u a l l y  c l i n g  t o  
wrongdoing must be reported.

"Report it to community 
leadership and the leadership 
will also report to the police", 
he says adding that community 

leaders will partly identify and 
collect criminals through the 
help of national police.

Speaking to Truth FM 96.1 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 in 
an interview, Mr. Saryon 
projected that all community 
people should understand the 
difference between working of 
the laws and their belief. 

“The police don’t have a 
jailhouse, but what they do 
have is a temporary holding 
cell, where alleged criminals 
are held until all paperworks 
are completed for a court 
proceeding”, he explains and 
adds: “When the paperwork is 
done, the police will now take 
you to the courthouse along 
with the person who is the 

disruption of the Church’s 
activities.

Meanwhile, the Judge has 
ordered the Choir members to 
file their answer or appear in 
court, warning that should they 
fail to appear, a judgment by 
default will be rendered against 
them.

victim of that crime.”
He continues that when a 

complainant goes to court and 
the crime committed is billable 
by-law, that person or the 
defendant can file a bond which 
will enable him or her to go back 
into the community.

When this happens he says 
the community people will not 
understand why the criminal or 
suspect was released. But what 
they believe is “the man 
committed a crime and he has 
been released back to the 
community.”

OldmanSaryon notes that 
because of this, whenever 

someone commits a crime in the 
community he or will be beaten, 
killed or burnt to death. 

He says these actions are 
taken because most of the 
people in the community don’t 
know or understand the rule of 
law and how it works.

Meanwhile, he stresses that 
community residents need to 
understand that the police 
station is not the end to the 
criminal justice system, saying 
“police station is just the 
beginning component, the 
second component is the court 
and the final component is the 
correction center.” -Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Report crimes 
to reduce fear
-Oldman Sam Saryon urges residents

By Kruah Thompson

Bishop Leo M. Simpson
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LCF seeks urgent development 
of Chess in Liberia

By Winston W. Parley

iberia Chess Federation (LCF) 
president Mr. William T. LThompson says Liberian 

Chess players’ performance has given 
him a motivation to believe that if 
more resources are invested for an 
urgent development of Chess in 
Liberia, the country could make a 
greater impact in the sport.

Addressing the opening of the 
African Junior Chess Championship 
2021 program in Monrovia on Tuesday 
night, 28 December 2021, Mr. 
Thompson however said he was happy 
that the Government of Liberia 
through Finance Minister Samuel D. 
Tweah has seen the urgent need to 
develop Chess here.

“And I personally believe that if 
we invest in the younger generation 
of Chess, the country … will make [a] 
very, very greater impact,” said Mr. 
Thompson.

Following the formal opening 
ceremony, African Junior Chess 
Championship games were scheduled 
to commence on Wednesday, 29 
December 2021 for which 12 African 
countries had earlier confirmed their 
participation.

But the number of participating 

countries dropped slightly after it 
was announced at the Tuesday 
evening program that South Africa, 
Angola, and Sao Tome and Principe 
could not be present due to health - 
related or other technical issues with 
Covid -19  regulations.

Liberia is hosting the African 
Junior Chess Championship from 28 
December 2021 through 5 January 
2022 at the Monrovia City Hall in 
Sinkor.

According to LCF, the tournament 
has two sections which include the 
Open Section for players aged 20 
years or less and a Female Section for 
talented African girls aged 20 years 
and below.

Each African Federation is allowed 
to send three participants for each 
section, but host country Liberia will 
field five players with an option of 
registering up to seven participants, 
LCF has disclosed.

Compared to other Chess 
Federations in different African 
Countries, LCF president Mr. 
Thompson argued that Liberia’s Chess 
Federation is very young, noting that 
it took part in its first Olympic in 2018 

and emerged second to Nigeria in West 
Africa. 

“This has given me the personal 
motive that if we invest more into Chess 
development in Liberia, our country can 
prevail,” he added 

Mr. Thompson welcomed and 
appreciated all the international players 
who, despite travel restrictions imposed 
by different countries in the fight against 
the global Coronavirus outbreak, have 
braved the storm to come to Liberia and 
participate in the African Junior Chess 
Champion.

Officially launching the program, Mr. 
Zeogar D. Wilson, Liberia’s Minister of 
Youth and Sports, said the Ministry is 
proud of the leadership of the Liberia 
Chess Federation.

Minister Wilson recalled that in 2018 
when he became Minister of Youth and 
Sports, many of the federations and 
associations had problems, with the 
Chess Federation being no exception.

He said through the intervention of 
him and his team at the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, problems in the Chess 
Federation have been resolved and it is 
now headed by a leadership that he is 
proud of.

Additionally, Minister Wilson said he is 
proud that for the first time, Liberia is 
hosting an [international] Chess 
Tournament. He assured LCF his 
continuous support, saying he can delay 
in signing any paperwork, but when it 
comes to the Chess Federation, he cannot 
delay.

Giving a brief history of Chess in 
Liberia, Mr. KemoSambola, member, 
planning committee, LCF, narrated that 
Chess was continually played in an 
unstructured manner around Liberia until 
in 2014 when Finance Minister Samuel D. 
Tweah, along with other Chess players 
decided to have a more structured Chess 
game in the country.

In that same year, he said what is now 
called the Liberia Chess Federation was 
formed and recognized by the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports and also recognized by 
the African Chess Federation.

Since its formation, he said it’s been 
hard to defend the Chess Championship in 
Liberia, especially for the male team 
because it has always shifted from one 
winner to the other.

But in the female category, Mr. 
Sambola said a very young girl, Ms. Abigail 

Opinion Opinion Opinion 
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The euro’s advocates hoped that the single currency would deliver economic and 
financial integration, policy convergence, political amalgamation, and global 
influence. While these predictions were often wide of the mark, the euro has 
arguably proven to be a wise investment.

ARIS – Twenty years ago, on January 1, 2002, citizens of 12 European countries began 
using new euro banknotes and coins. A larger-than-life project – emblematic of a time Pwhen European leaders were bold enough to step into the unknown – thus became a 

tangible reality.

This flawless transition crowned an endeavor that was imagined in the 1970s, designed in the 
1980s, and negotiated in the 1990s. Expectations were high: the euro’s advocates hoped that 
it would deliver economic and financial integration, policy convergence, political 
amalgamation, and global influence.

Two decades on, it is difficult to avoid feeling disappointed about economic integration. Early 
assessments of the single currency’s trade impact found that it barely exceeded 2%. Recent 
research by the European Central Bank puts the effect at perhaps 5%. That is still small, and by 
itself not worth the effort. Two regions within Europe trade with each other on average six 
times less if they are not in the same country. Because of history, languages, networks, 
judicial systems, and reluctance to unify regulations, national borders still matter 
considerably.

The financial services story is more dramatic. In the first years, banks extended credit abroad, 
often recklessly, until the euro crisis a decade ago triggered a precipitous retreat behind 
national borders. Regulators, applying the famous aphorism that banks are global in life, but 
national in death, told them to stop sharing liquidity with non-national subsidiaries. 
Fragmentation ensued.

The bold decision to launch a European banking union in June 2012 was a response to this. But 
implementation has been only partial: whereas eurozone banks are now supervised by the 
ECB, insolvency cases de facto end up in national hands. Financial integration has recovered 
somewhat, but momentum is weak. Although pan-European banks would be able to diversify 
risk on a broader scale, national governments remain reluctant to relinquish privileged 
relationships with “their” banking systems.

Policy convergence toward the best performers was meant to result from self-discipline, as 
well as from fiscal-policy rules and the creation of coordination processes. But, having given 
up monetary-policy autonomy, many governments rejected further requirements from 
Brussels. For ten years, credit growth and inflation rates diverged, with few apart from then-
ECB President Jean-Claude Trichet worrying much. When the euro crisis eventually erupted, it 
put northern and southern EU member countries squarely at odds with each other.

Convergence has improved since. Under duress, competitiveness gaps have narrowed. The 
ECB has helped quell eurozone exit speculation, ensuring that borrowers in all member states 
have access to similarly priced credit. The response to the COVID-19 shock was remarkably 
cooperative, with the support of the European Commission and the ECB. And the recovery 
program launched in summer 2020 broke with long-standing taboos.

There is now a debate as to how much more reform Europe’s macroeconomic policy system 
needs. Some claim that current arrangements would work fine if governments played by the 
rules. But as I and a group of economists and lawyers recently argued, today’s changed 
environment means that policy priorities cannot focus merely on fostering discipline in every 
member state.

Instead, high debt ratios, low interest rates, the likelihood of recurring turbulence, and 
secular challenges like climate change call for coordinating monetary and fiscal policies, 
reforming fiscal rules, and making provisions for jointly tackling shocks. Encouragingly, Italian 
Prime Minister Mario Draghi and French President Emmanuel Macron endorsed such reforms in 
a recent commentary.

Political agglomeration, a longstanding European goal, was expected to follow monetary 
union. Hans Tietmeyer, the late German central banker, liked to quote Nicolas Oresme, a 
medieval philosopher who said that money belongs to the community rather than to the 
prince. The euro’s supporters hoped, somewhat confusedly, that a common currency would 
create a sense of community.

This did not happen directly. During the 1991-92 negotiations on the Maastricht Treaty, 
governments were supposed to discuss political union alongside monetary union. But many 
countries, starting with France, rejected federal blueprints. Citizens initially treated euro 
banknotes as a technicality, not as a sign of belonging. Moreover, the new, mainly Central and 
Eastern European member states that joined the EU in the mid-2000s did not share the post-
national ethos of the Union’s founding fathers. The euro crisis confirmed that solidarity 
remained in short supply.

But the euro may still engender a sense of community indirectly. Although fear, not love, has 
so far prevented countries from leaving it, in some ways the result is the same. Far-right 
populist politicians such as Marine Le Pen in France and Matteo Salvini in Italy have toned 
down their criticism of the euro. No major politician wants to bet against it anymore.

Global influence was perhaps the most elusive of the euro’s four goals. Policymakers 
consciously put it on the back burner for two decades, and rightly so: it would have been 
premature to advertise an untested currency as an alternative to the dollar.

With the passing of time, however, the euro’s internationalization has gained in importance. 
Europe’s technological lead is long past, and its relative economic might is diminishing fast, 
but few countries, if any, can provide a stable global currency. China does not offer the 
required legal safety and transparency, Japan is too inward-looking, and Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom are too small. At a time when geopolitical tensions are rising, China is 
promoting a Sino-centric model of international relations, and US multilateral engagement is 
in doubt, the euro’s international status is no trivial achievement.

Politicians sometimes make long-term investments. With hindsight, the euro was one of them. 
While its founders’ predictions were often wide of the mark, it was arguably a wise bet. After 
all, the eurozone now has 19 members, and candidates are waiting at the door.

The Euro at 20

By Jean Pisani-ferry

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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La hâte avec laquelle la Commission anti-corruption du Libéria veutprocéder 
à lapoursuite de la présidente de la Commission électorale nationale, Mme 
DavidettaBrowneLansanah et d’autres pour conflit d’intérêts et corruption 
présumés, meten évidence sapartialité et le caractère sélectif de sa lutte 
contre la corruption au Libéria. 

Des cas de corruption bienplusgravesimpliquant d’autres fonctionnaires du 
gouvernement, y compris le vice-président dela commission anti-corruption 
MeKanio Bai Gbala et le directeur général de la National Port Authority Bill 
Tweahway, entre autres, n’ont faitl’objet d’un traitement similaire. D’où la 
question de savoir pourquoi cette hâte ? 

La Commission libérienne de lutte contre la corruption, par l’intermédiaire 
de son président exécutif Edwin Kla Martin a inculpé Madame 
BrowneLansanah le mercredi 15 décembre 2021, de conflit d’intérêts et 
corruption présumés.

Un rapport indiquait en novembre 2021 que la NEC, sous la supervision de la 
présidente DavidettaBrowneLansanah lors des élections partielles du 16 
novembre 2021 dans quatre comtés, avait loué des thermomètres à une 
société appelée TumaEnterprises Inc., qui appartiendrait à son frère pour 
plus de 180 000 $ US enviolation de la loisur les marchés publics.

Selon la LACC, lapatronne de la Commission électorale a enfreint la section 
1.3.6. du Code national de conduite des agents publics; Partie II, section 2.2 
de la loi LACC et section 15.3 de la loi libérienne de 2012 sur le blanchiment 
d’argent.

La LACC prétend également qu’au cours d’une interrogatoire, Mme 
BrowneLansanahseraitpassée à l’aveu. « Faux », rétorque la patronnede la 
NEC.

« Connaissant parfaitement son intérêt personnel (relation) dans Tuma 
Enterprise Inc, et n’ayant pas fait une divulgation complète à ses collègues 
commissaires ou au comité d’approvisionnement, est passible des chefs 
d’accusation suivants : Section 1.3.6 (Conflit d’intérêts) du Code national de 
conduite pour tous les fonctionnaires et employés du gouvernement ; et la 
partie II, section 2.2 de la loi instituant la LACC qui décrit le délit d’initié 
comme un acte de corruption », a déclaré Me Martin, ajoutant « Et violation 
de l’article 15.3 pour le blanchiment d’argent en vertu de l’article 15.2 de la 
loi sur le blanchiment d’argent de 2012 qui prévoit le délit d’initié et les 
manipulations de marché ».

Bien que Mme BrowneLansanah ait nié avoir avoué quelque crime que ce soit 
lors de sa comparution devant la LACC, le tribunal pénal C du Temple de la 
justice de Monrovia aurait lancéun mandatd’arrêt la semaine dernière 
contre lapatronnede la NEC pour corruption.

Entre-temps, un cas similaire de conflit d’intérêts impliquant le vice-
président dela LACC MeKanio Bai Gbala et le directeur général de la National 
Port Authority Bill Tweahway, qui a attribué des contrats portuaires à son 
frère est encore en stand-by.

Nous pensons que la poursuite en justice de la LACC contre Madame 
BrowneLansanah sans permettre au ministère de la Justice d’examiner 
l’affaire, comme l’exige l’article 11.1 de la loi anti-corruption de 2008, est 
non seulement sélective, mais partiale.

Nous attirons l’attention de la LACC sur une récente déclaration du Centre 
pour la transparence et la responsabilité au Libéria (CENTAL) lors de la 
célébration de la Journée internationale de la lutte contrela 
corruption.CENTAL demandaità l’administration Weah d’être moins 
sélective dans la lutte contre la corruption.
« Alors que le Libéria se joint à d’autres pays pour célébrer le 18e 
anniversaire de la Journée internationale de lutte contre la corruption, en 
tant que chapitre national de Transparency International (TI), le Centre pour 
la transparence et la responsabilité au Libéria (CENTAL) souhaite appeler le 
gouvernement national à être plus sincère, robuste et non sélectif dans la 
lutte contre la corruption », avait déclaré le directeur exécutif Anderson 
Miamen.

Miamen : « Nous exhortons la LACC à accorder la plus grande attention à 
l’affaire impliquant la sienne, car le public attend une conclusion logique de 
l’affaire, tout comme toutes les autres affaires de corruption devant 
l’organe. La façon dont la Commission traite le cas impliquant l’un des siens 
enverra un message très fort sur sa préparation, sa robustesse et son 
impartialité dans le traitement de tous les cas et problèmes de corruption 
dans le pays ».

Il est important que la LACC fasse tout dans la lutte contre la corruption pour 
ne pas être perçue comme étant sélective, afin de maintenir la confiance du 
public dans ses opérations. 

Éditorial
e médecin en chef du 
Libéria, le Dr Francis LKarteh, a déclaré que 

le nombre de cas de Covid-19 
cont inue  d ' augmenter,  
précisant que les cas pris en 
charge sont des personnes qui 
sont récemment retournées 
dans le pays.

Le Dr Francis Karteh a mis 
en garde lors d’une émission 
sur OK FM le mardi 28 
décembre 2021 que la seule 

façon de se protéger est de se 
faire vacciner et d'utiliser toutes 
les mesures barrières, à savoir le 
cache-nez, le lavage des ains et 
la distanciation sociale.

Il a dit regretter qu’a l'heure 
actuelle, peu de citoyens 
r e s p e c t e n t  l ' a s p e c t  d e  
distanciation sociale et les 
autres mesures de protection 
dans le pays.

« En fait, le nombre ne cesse 
d'augmenter. Le jour de Noël, 

nous avons eu 50 nouveaux 
cas et le lendemain de Noël, 
nous en avons eu environ 52. 
Nous constatons donc une 
augmentation du nombre de 
cas au quotidien », a dit le Dr 
Karteh.

Selon lui, sept comtés sont 
concernés, dont notamment 
le Maryland, Nimba, Bong, 
Margibi, Grand Bassa, Bomi et 
l'épicentreMontserrado.

Le Grand Maître sortant de 
la Très Vénérable Grande 
Loge de Mason de la  
République du Libéria, Me 
James E. Pierre, exhorte les 
autres membres de la 
fraternité à montrer un 
amour fraternel aux uns et 
aux autres.

"Frères, efforçons-nous de 
vivre ensemble dans un 
véritable amour fraternel. 
Montrons-nous un amour 
fraternel les uns aux autres 
sans faire semblant, mais 
avec sincérité, jusqu’à la 
mort, lorsque nous affrontons 
le coucher du soleil de nos 
vies respectives", a-t-il dit.

Me Pierre a lancé l’appel le 
mardi 27 décembre 2021 à 
l'église de la cathédrale de la 
Trinité à Broad Street à 
Monrovia, à l'occasion de la 154e 
célébration de la fête de 
l’Évangéliste Saint-Jean.

Selon lui, l’EvangélisteSaint 
Jean et le Saint Jean Baptiste 
sont les deux saints patrons de la 
Franc-maçonner ie,  et  la  
célébration de la fête de Saint 
Jean est l'une des festivités 
annuelles les plus importantes 
de la fraternité. Elle est 
célébrée chaque année par les 
francs-maçons du monde entier. 
I l s  s e  r a s s e m b l e n t ,  s e  
réjouissent, renouvellent et 

proclament leur alliance. La 
célébration marque le début 
de l'année maçonnique.

Pour le Grand Maître Me 
Pierre, il est inutile que les 
Frères se contentent de 
réciter et de servir du bout 
des lèvres à l'ouverture de 
chaque Loge. Les Frères 
doivent au contraire étouffer 
leurs passions irrégulières et 
procéder à leur mépris par 
leurs actions.

"Combien d'entre nous", 
demande-t-il, "vivent des vies 
qui peuvent être reconnues 
comme témoignant  de  
l'Amour Fraternel envers les 
autres Maçons ? Combien 
d ' e n t r e  n o u s  p e u v e n t  
vraiment être considérés 
comme les gardiens de nos 
Frères ?"

Membre de la New York Bar 
Association et de l'American 
Bar Association, Me Pierre a 
expliqué que la franc-
maçonnerie est une société 
o r g a n i s é e  d ' h o m m e s  
appliquant symboliquement 
les principes de l'architecture 
d e  l a  m a ç o n n e r i e  
opérationnelle à la science et 
à l'art de la construction du 
caractère.

Il a dit que ces principes de 
maçonnerie opératoire sont 

La lutte sélective contre la 
corruption ruinela confiance
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Les cas de Covid-19sont en 
augmentationau Liberia selon Dr Karteh

Les francs-maçons invités à s’aimer les 
uns et les autres sans faire semblant
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ASHINGTON, DC – Lors de sa conférence de 
presse annuelle du 23 décembre, le Wprésident russe Vladimir Poutine a exprimé 

son opposition à l’élargissement de l’OTAN. « 
Comment les États-Unis réagiraient-ils si nous 
installions des missiles à proximité de leurs 
frontières avec le Canada et le Mexique », a-t-il 
soulevé de manière tranchante.

À en juger par le discours de plus en plus combattif 
de Poutine, en parallèle du regroupement de très 
nombreuses troupes russes à la frontière avec 
l’Ukraine, le Kremlin semble préparer une invasion 
destinée à replacer le pays sous la sphère d’influence 
de la Russie, pour empêcher son entrée dans l’OTAN. 
L’Europe pourrait bien s’orienter vers son conflit 
interétatique le plus meurtrier depuis la Seconde 
Guerre mondiale.

Cette guerre n’est toutefois pas ordonnée d’avance, 
compte tenu des coûts auxquels s’exposerait la 
Russie si elle envahissait sa voisine. Car si les forces 
militaires ukrainiennes sont encore loin de faire le 
poids face à la Russie, elles seraient bien davantage 
en mesure de défendre leur pays qu’en 2014, lorsque 
la Russie avait annexé la Crimée, et qu’elle était 
intervenue dans la région orientale du Donbass pour 
soutenir les séparatistes prorusses. En les agressant 
de la sorte, la Russie s’est aliénée la plupart des 
Ukrainiens, et elle pourrait par conséquent 
rencontrer une résistance populaire généralisée si 
elle tentait d’annexer une large partie du pays. 
Poutine peut s’attendre non seulement à de lourdes 
pertes parmi les Russes, mais également à des 
sanctions économiques sévères, auxquelles 
réfléchissent actuellement les États-Unis et leurs 
alliés européens.

Compte tenu de ces risques clairs pour la Russie si 
elle choisit la guerre, la diplomatie a de bonnes 
chances d’entrer en jeu pour éviter le conflit. 
Moscou a en effet publié récemment un agenda 
détaillé autour de larges négociations sur le sécurité 
européenne. Même si les propositions de la Russie 
sont irréalistes, les États-Unis et leurs partenaires 
européens semblent prêts à en discuter, Washington 
ayant laissé entendre qu’un dialogue avec le Kremlin 
pourrait débuter dès le début de l’année. Dans 
l’attente, il est nécessaire que les alliés occidentaux 
manient un équilibre entre incitations et annonces 
de sanctions, afin de renforcer d’un côté l’attrait 
d’une voie diplomatique vers la désescalade, et de 
l’autre les coûts potentiels d’une guerre si Poutine 
choisit le conflit.

Du côté des incitations, l’OTAN doit rassurer le 
Kremlin en lui indiquant ne pas être sur le point 
d’intégrer l’Ukraine, ni avoir l’intention de faire de 
ce pays l’avant-poste d’un puissant arsenal 
occidental. Car si les comportements agressifs et 
coercitifs de la Russie vis-à-vis de sa voisine sont 
inacceptables, son inquiétude quant à une Ukraine 
militarisée, qui entrerait dans l’OTAN, reste 
compréhensible. Il est naturel qu’une grande 
puissance n’aime pas lorsque d’autres se présentent 
à sa porte.

Pour autant, le président américain Joe Biden et ses 
homologues de l’OTAN ont raison de refuser de 
garantir à Poutine que l’OTAN ne proposera jamais 
l’adhésion à l’Ukraine. L’un des principes clés de 
cette alliance réside en effet en ce que tout pays 
souverain puisse être libre de choisir ses alignements 
géopolitiques.

En pratique, l’entrée de l’Ukraine dans l’OTAN n’est 
pas pour demain. Une telle adhésion constituerait 
non seulement un provocation pour la Russie, mais 
alourdirait également la charge pour une alliance 
alors tenue de défendre une nation partageant avec 
la Russie une frontière longue de 2 414 kilomètres. 
Biden a d’ores et déjà affirmé clairement que la 

question de l’entrée potentielle de l’Ukraine dans 
l’OTAN n’était « pas d’actualité », et que l’option de 
l’envoi de troupes combattantes américaines dans le 
pays n’était « pas sur la table ».

Cette réalité crée une ouverture diplomatique. 
L’admission dans l’OTAN nécessitant l’accord de tous 
ses membres, Biden peut avec crédibilité rassurer 
Poutine en lui indiquant que l’entrée de l’Ukraine dans 
l’alliance n’est pas à l’étude. De même, les membres 
de l’OTAN peuvent formuler des garanties autour de 
limites quantitatives et qualitatives aux armements 
qu’ils fournissent à l’Ukraine. Dans le même temps, du 
moins en théorie, l’alliance peut maintenir sa politique 
de porte ouverte. Ces ententes ne satisferont sans 
doute pas les exigence de Poutine autour d’une 
garantie formelle, mais elles peuvent suffire à apaiser 
sa crainte d’une Ukraine garnison de l’OTAN à la 
frontière sud de la Russie.

Il est également nécessaire que les États-Unis 
conduisent les efforts de pleine mise en œuvre des 
accords de Minsk – feuille de route négociée en 2014 et 
2015 pour mettre un terme à l’intervention de la Russie 
dans le Donbass – qui envisageaient que l’Ukraine 
accorde un certain degré d’autonomie régionale à 
plusieurs zones désormais contrôlées par des 
séparatistes soutenus par la Russie. En retour, il était 
convenu que la Russie cesse sa guerre par procuration, 
et que l’Ukraine retrouve le contrôle du Donbass.

Malgré les efforts de la France et de l’Allemagne, qui 
ont contribué à la négociation des accords, leur 
exécution ne mène nulle part, la Russie comme 
l’Ukraine traînant des pieds sur cette question. 
Washington doit désormais œuvrer aux côtés de Paris et 
Berlin pour faire avancer le processus de Minsk. Même 
s’il faudra sans doute que l’Occident et la Russie 
s’accordent sur leur désaccord concernant l’annexion 
illégale de la Crimée par la Russie, le cadre de Minsk 
offre une promesse de fin du conflit en Ukraine 
orientale, qui a coûté plus de 10 000 vies humaines.

Si le Kremlin acceptait d’honorer ses obligations en 
vertu des accords de Minsk, les alliés occidentaux 
réduiraient les sanctions économiques imposées en 
2014. De l’autre côté, tout en en demandant à 
l’Ukraine qu’elle respecte ses engagements pris à 
Minsk, il serait bon que ces alliés œuvrent pour que Kiev 
applique des mesures de lutte contre la corruption. Le 
bien-être de l’Ukraine à long terme dépend en effet 
non seulement de la fin de l’agression russe, mais 
également d’un exercice d’endiguement de ses 
oligarques et d’assainissement de son système 
politique.

Enfin, les alliés de l’OTAN doivent répondre à la 
proposition russe de discussion autour des plus larges 
problématiques de la sécurité européenne. 
L’élargissement de la fracture entre la Russie et 
l’Occident a considérablement rapproché Moscou de 
Pékin, engendrant un couple qui donne confiance à 
Poutine et au président chinois Xi Jinping. La Russie 
n’est toutefois pas un partenaire de longue date de la 
Chine, et ne doit en silence sans doute pas apprécier la 
puissance et les ambitions croissantes de Pékin, ce qui 
confère aux États-Unis et à l’Europe une opportunité de 
faire revenir la Russie un peu plus vers l’ouest. Le 
Kremlin doit savoir que l’amélioration de ses relations 
avec l’Occident demeure une possibilité – à condition 
qu’elle cesse ses comportements de prédatrice vis-à-
vis de l’Ukraine, et de perturbatrice encore au-delà.

Tout en promouvant cette voie diplomatique, 
l’Occident doit faire savoir qu’il est prêt à imposer de 
lourdes sanctions économiques si les forces russes 
entrent en Ukraine. Figurent sur la liste envisagée une 
exclusion de la Russie hors du système international de 
paiement SWIFT, des sanctions contre les plus grandes 
banques russes, des mesures contre le gazoduc Russie-
Allemagne Nord Stream 2, ainsi que le ciblage 
d’oligarques dans le cercle proche de Poutine.

FrançaisFrançais
c'est là que nous récupérons nos 
cas », a-t-il déclaré.

Selon le Dr Karteh, chaque 
fois qu'ils parlent de cas, "ce sont 
pratiquement ceux qui entrent 
dans le pays et ceux qui quittent 
le pays".

« Et ce qui est intéressant ici, 
c'est le fait que les cas que nous 
avons sont ceux qui reviennent ; 
soit ceux qui sont venus, soit les 
voyageurs et ainsi de suite », a-t-
il dit.

Selon lui, le Libéria est dans 
s a  qua t r i ème  vague  de  
coronavirus, ajoutant qu'il y a de 
nouveaux cas quotidiennement 
dans cette vague de l'épidémie. 
Il a déclaré que la plupart des cas 
sont sous traitement à domicile, 
tandis que ceux testés positifs à 
l'aéroport sont emmenés à 
l'unité de traitement.

Le Dr Karteh a révélé que les 
gens obtiennent leurs résultats 
de test à l'aéroport 30 minutes 
après avoir été testés.

f o n d e m e n t  d e  l ' a c c e n t  
maçonn ique  su r  l ' amour  
fraternel est directement 
attribuable aux nombreuses 
remontrances trouvées dans la 
Sainte Bible sur l'exigence que 
l'homme aime son prochain.

S e l o n  l u i ,  l a  f r a n c -
maçonnerie est également 
basée sur une discipline stricte, 
ajoutant que dans le passé, ces 
anciens repères étaient utilisés 
pour inculquer la discipline à la 
franc-maçonnerie.

« Nous semblons avoir oublié 
l'un des principes de base de 
notre institution : il vaut mieux 
qu'aucun ouvrier ne soit ajouté 
au rôle que même un pied 
indigne [est] autorisé à franchir 
le seuil de la Loge.

Il a dit que le non-initié juge 
la maçonnerie par la conduite de 
ses membres individuels, il 
devrait donc être aussi attentif à 
la réputation de sa Loge qu'à 
celle de sa famille.

Le Grand Maître sortant a fait 
observer que la Maçonnerie au 
Libéria semble avoir perdu 
l'essentiel de sa force morale et 
de son efficacité spirituelle, ce 
qui lui avait permis dans le passé 
de maintenir un sentiment 
fraternel particulier et un lien 
fraternel entre ses membres - 
cet amour fraternel qui lui 
faisait l'envie du monde profane.

 "Nous semblons avoir perdu 
l'art de l'amour fraternel et 
aujourd'hui, il est difficile de 
dire qui est un frère maçon au 
Libéria. Aujourd'hui, les maçons 
au Libéria se tournent vers la 
franc-maçonnerie pour obtenir 
un statut, pour faire partie de 
l'élite perçue", a-t-il ajouté.

La célébration de la fête de 
l'évangéliste .

Il a imputé la vague 
croissante d'infection au 
coronavirus dans le pays aux 
personnes qui ne se protègent 
pas, ainsi qu'aux fêtes de fin 
d'année en cours.

Le Dr Karteh a fait état 
d ’ u n e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
communautaire. La plupart 
des cas sont liés à des 
personnes qui sont déjà 
restées au Libéria pendant un 
cer ta in  temps  e t  qu i  
repartent.

Cependant, il a expliqué 
que l'aéroport se comporte 
bien, vu les mesures en place, 
d o n t  l ’ e x i g e n c e d ’ u n  
certificat négatif du Covid-19 
avant de quitter le pays.

« ... La mesure que nous 
avons mise en place exige de 
toute personne qui veut 
quitter le Libériaun certificat 
Covid négatif. Donc, les gens 
sont maintenant obligés 
d'aller se faire tester… et 

appliqués à la construction de 
temples intangibles où les 
besoins spirituels d'un homme 
sont développés et où son 
âme demeure, tout comme 
son corps physique est logé 
dans des bâtiments tangibles 
construits en bois et en 
pierre.

Il a indiqué également que 
la franc-maçonnerie est l'art 
et la science d'unir deux 
constructeurs en une seule 
p e r s o n n e ,  l ' u n  p o u r  
construire un temple pour 
abriter l'être spirituel de 
l'homme, et l'autre pour 
construire des bâtiments 
pour protéger son corps 
physique des intempéries, 
deux constructeurs en un seul 
corps - l'un d'eux est spirituel 
et construit un temple non 
fait avec les mains, tandis 
que l'autre est physique, 
construisant des édifices dans 
lesquels il fait un foyer pour 
sa famille.

Ces deux constructeurs 
symboliques représentés 
d a n s  l e  m ê m e  c o r p s  
pratiquent l'art de construire 
pour les besoins matériels et 
spirituels d'un homme.

"La franc-maçonnerie est 
bâtie sur l'amour. Nous 
sommes des bâtisseurs. Nous 
construisons des temples, pas 
en bois et en pierre, ni avec 
n o s  m a i n s .  S e l o n  
l'enseignement du prophète 
Osée "Quand Israël était 
enfant, je l'aimais."

Servant d'orateur national 
pour la célébration de cette 
année pour la première fois 
depuis qu'il est devenu 
membre des Maçons, Me 
Pierre a expliqué que le 
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Une sortie diplomatique 
de la crise en Ukraine

Par Charles A. KupchanLes cas de Covid-19sont en 

Les francs-maçons 
invités à s’aimer les 
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he Minister of State 
for  Pres ident ia l  TAffairs Nathanial F. 

McGill describes comments 
made  aga ins t  h im by  
presidential hopeful Cllr. 
Tiawan Saye Gongole as 
c o m p l e t e  h y p o c r i s y,  
threatening to publish 
n u m e r o u s  f i n a n c i a l  
transactions between himself 
and the presidential hopeful.

McGill claims Cllr. Gongloe 
is advocating for the United 
States  Government  to  
sanction him like it has done 
to other corrupt officials 
here, including Senator 
Prince Yormie Johnson.    

According to the Minister, 
Cllr. Gongloe begged him for 
money to support his African 
Bar Association program in 
Liberia and other activities 
that he (Gongloe) didn’t 
include in his sanction 
advocacy against him.

Minister McGill says his 
reason for making such 
pronouncement is due to Cllr. 

Gongole’s recent call or 
appeal to the international 
community particularly, the 
United States Government to 
place a sanction on him on 
grounds that he (McGill) is 
involved in "pay for play 
politics" because of the 
private scholarship funds 
drive launched in Nimba, 
Bong, Margibi and Bassa 
counties.

 Recently, Cllr. Gongloe, 
immediate former president 
of the Liberia National Bar 
Association (LNBA) called on 
the U.S. government to 
sanction the Minister of State 
for Presidential Affairs 
Na than ie l  McG i l l ,  f o r  
allegedly spending millions of 
Liberian dollars to buy 
voters, ahead of the 2023 
general and presidential 
elections.

Minister McGill of late has 
been seen visiting several 
counties and spending huge 
s u m s  o f  m o n e y  o n  
scholarships in the name of 

President George Manneh Weah, 
while promising more money to 
citizens across the country 
ahead of the 2023 elections.

The huge sums of Liberian 
dollars on scholarships had 
targeted vote-rich counties 
namely; Bong, Grand Bassa, 
Nimba, and Margibi, which Cllr. 
TiawainGongloe terms as an act 
of vote-buying, ahead of the 
country’s elections.

“Minister McGill’s action 
shows reckless disregard for the 
feelings of the Liberian people 
who are suffering”, Gongloe 
laments.

However, he notes that it 
takes two to get transaction to 
go on. Thus, votes buyers, too, 
should be sanctioned.

“I am saying this especially at 
a time when, within one month, 
the Minister of State for 
Presidential Affairs has spent 
about L$170 million as political 
gifts to four counties.”

Cllr. Gongloe, a renowned 
human rights activist, details 
that Minister McGill gave LRD 50 
million to Nimba, 50 million 

dollars to Grand Bassa, another 
50 million dollars to Margibi, and 
20 million dollars to Bong 
counties, respectively.

“We are calling on the U.S. 
government to go beyond that. It 
was stated in the sanction 
statement [against Senator 
Prince Y. Johnson] that one of 
the reasons for the sanction 
against the honorable senator is 
that he has been selling votes 
but, for the market to be 
successful, there has to be the 
demand side", Cllr. Gongole 
notes.

The Counsellor says although 
he cannot state how much 
Minister McGill earns per month, 
he  (Gong l oe )  f ee l s  t he  
scholarship shows reckless 
disregard for the feelings of the 
Liberian people, who are 
suffering amid great hardship in 
Liberia.

The money, according to him, 
has been obtained in a corrupt 
manner, so it is necessary that 
McGill and others are sanctioned 
for dishing out money to voters, 

as a means of curtailing “such 
a habit that undermines the 
country’s democracy.”

“McGill is under obligation 
as a public servant to show the 
sources of  h is  money. 
Therefore, we are calling 
u p o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
Government to go on the 
demand side to capture those 
[seeking] pay for votes to also 
be sanctioned.”

He observes that issue of 
vote-buying and vote-selling 
is a new aspect of corruption 
in Liberia; the other is 
legislative bribery, adding 
“On top of that, now we have 
vote-selling and vote-buying 
t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
government  and other  
governments have taken note 
of.

But speaking Tuesday, 
December 28, 2021 on Spoon 
Ta l k ,  M i n i s t e r  M c G i l l  
d e s c r i b e d  G o n g o l e ’ s  
comments as complete 
hypocrisy to the suffering 
student community and the 
Liberian people at large.

"When did Cllr. Tiawan Saye 
Gongloe know that helping 
people is a conflict of interest 
and votes-buying when I 
helped him many times? It’s 
because he is now eyeing the 
presidency of the country? Let 
Cllr. Gongole be serious and 
honest to his quest and the 
L i b e r i a n  p e o p l e " ,  h e  
responds.

According to Minister, he 
raised 50 thousand United 
States Dollars for Cllr. 
Gongloe when the lawyer 
wrote his office through the 
Government of Liberia to help 
him host the African Bar 
Association program in 
Liberia.

"If Gongole is criticizing me 
for raising money for students 
in Liberia, himself should be 
criticized for begging me for 
money also. If he says this is 
false or lie that he did not beg 
me for money to have his 
African Bar Association 
program in Liberia, I will 
publish all his letters and 
transactions to the public till 
the time he received the 
US$50,000 because I have all 
the documents", Minister 
McGill maintains.

He indicates that Cllr. 
Gongole’s institution is a 
private entity but he (McGill) 
raised the money because it is 
a national cause, something, 
he says Cllr. Gongole is not 
being fair about.

McGil l  c lar if ies that 
scholarships being launched 
across the country are not 
intended to buy votes, as 
presumed by Cllr. Gongole, 
rather, he says they are 
promises fulfilled based on 
calls from parents and 
students that they need 
scholarship fund drive for 
their children.

"During the President’s 
counties tour, we sat with 

parents, students and women 
groupings and they asked for 
loans and scholarships. We 
agreed to have a scholarship 
launched through private 
means by me to help raise the 
funds to help students and that 
is what we are doing", he 
explains.

McGill further clarifies that 
he did not launch the 
scholarships in the name of the 
Government of Liberia, but 
p r i v a t e l y  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  
supported by local donors and 
other well-meaning Liberians.

He notes that Cllr. Gongole 
is doing all this because he is 
afraid and has no attraction as 
a presidential aspirant but 
believes that by making false 
allegations would help him get 
relevance.

McGill, also a former 
chairman of the governing 

Congress for Democratic Change 
discloses that Cllr. Gongole 
wants to walk on path of the 
Progressives that did not do any 
good for Liberia, claiming that 
Cllr. Gongole failed to bring 50 
persons together during his 
program in Nimba.

 "I have more things on him 
that I will bring out now that 
since helping Liberian students 
are pay for play game. His dinner 
as President of the Bar 
Association of Liberia was 
organized by the government. I 
think the people of Nimba should 
now ask him what he wants from 
them. He wants to stop good 
things from coming", Minister 
McGill concludes in his response 
to vote-buying thru pay for play 
politics. -Editing by Jonathan 
Browne

Complete hypocrisy
By Lincoln G. Peters 

Blue Field in Central Monrovia, 
the former Liberia Eagles, 
Green Pasture and Jubilee’s 
danger winger turned-coach, 
I g n a t i u s  f a m o u s l y  a n d  
conveniently defeated her 
counterparts 2-0 to gave the 
Institute its first football 
t r o p h y,  w i t h  S t r i k e r  
KollieFlomo scoring a brace.

Receiving the championship 
at the awards night on 
December 22, 2021 at the 
Destiny Entrainment Club on 
Capitol Bye-pass, Coach 
Ignatius lauded Smythe College 
for reposing in him trust to lead 
such a vibrant institute as Head 
Coach and Assistant Sports 
Director.

Karyah won the championship 
in 2019 and subsequently 
defended it this December 
with victory by breaking the 
chain. The tournament could 
not be held in 2020 due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak.

Mr. Thomas G. Karyah, Co - 
c h a i r,  L C F  P l a n n i n g  
C o m m i t t e e ,  s a i d  t h e  
federation was pleased to have 
a household of participants.

Focusing on countries that 
a r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  

Coach IG, as he fondly called, 
said the institution sports 
department, the student 
populace, players and the 
technical bench all deserve the 
award, noting “Without their 
efforts, I won't have achieved 
this legacy.

He also dedicates the award 
to two other persons for their 
frantic efforts in making sure he 
reaches the zenith in his 
coaching career. 

Coach Jallah names Mr. Akosa 
Ike and Thierry D. Cole, as his 
role models, as the latter 
sponsored him for his first 
coaching course under FIFA 
representative to Liberia, Jon 
Dan Pearson in 2017.

Championship, Mr. Karyah 
w e l c o m e d  M a u r i t a n i a ,  
Botswana, Egypt, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Cameroon, Algeria and 
Uganda, and host country 
Liberia.

Due to health - related or 
other technical issues with Covid 
- regulations, Mr. Karyah said 
some countries could not come 
to the Championship, including 
South Africa, Angola, and Sao 
Tome and Principe.

Ignatius crowned 
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r. Floyd O. Sayor, 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  ME l e c t i o n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  ( N E C )  
Commissioner who has been 
reprimanded for allegedly 
inserting about US$2.8 
million in the 2022-23 
elections budget unknown to 
other Commissioners has 
un l ea shed  h i s  “dog s”  
dragging the electorial body 
further into mud.

His hired guns, the Civil 
Society Network of Liberia 
reputed for writing press 
releases in defense of alleged 
corrupt government officials 
for hangouts did not only try 
to pull the NEC down further 
but also attempts to discredit 
theNew Dawn.

The New Dawn newspaper 
on Tuesday December 28, 
2021 published an article 
entitled “Revealed” in which 
the paper quoted a leaked 
internal memo from the NEC 
Cha i rper son  Dav idet ta  
B r o w n e - L a n s a n a h  t o  
Commissioner Floyd not only 
accusing him of sexing up the 
Commission’s budget by 
US$2.8 million but also to an 
extend of ineptitude.

Although Floyd Sayor 
declined to speak to this 
paper following multiple calls 
and messages on both his 
m o b i l e  n u m b e r  a n d  
WhatsApp, on Wednesday 
December 29, 2021, the so-
called civil society group 
which has little or no legal 
existence and business 
registration were allegedly 
hired to do for him a damage 
control and while at the same 
time defaming the paper and 
NEC.

Prior to Floyd’s US$2.8 
Million allegation, NEC had 
been embroiled with a 
conflict of interest saga with 
its chair Madam Davidetta 
Browne-Lansanah at the 
center, as the Liberia Anti-
Corruption Commiss ion 
( L A C C ) b a s h e s  o n  t h e  
electorial body in what 
appears to be a selective 
corruption fight.

In their write up in defense 
of Floyd Sayor, the so-called 
hire civil society group 
describe the New Dawn 
publication as false and 
misleading but yet went 
ahead to admit the existence 
of the internal memo.

The group though lacks 
credible individuals claimed 
it conducted an investigation 
which cleared Floyd of any 
allegation level against him 
by the chairperson of the 
Elections Commission and 
therefore rendered the 
pub l i ca t i on  fa l se  and  
misleading.

What New Dawn wrote
The paper published that 

according to the memo from 
the embattled Chairman of 
NEC Madam Dav idetta  
Browne-Lansanah, aout 

US$2. Million was allegedly 
placed in the NEC 2022-2023 
e l e c t i o n  b u d g e t  b y  
Commissioner Floyd O. Sayor, 
Chairman of the 2023 Elections 
Steering Committee without 
prior discussion.

Commissioner Floyd O. Sayor 
is alleged to have manipulated 
the NEC’s 2022-2023 electorial 
budget inserting the said amount 
without actually saying exactly 
what the amount would be 
expended for.

“During the current and most 
recent (1-8 December 2021) 
Review of the 2022 budget for 
defense, it was observed an 
insertion of some 2,809,510.00 
was made for live monitoring and 
tracking systems, for vehicles, 
bikes, casual laborers, canoes 
carrying Election materials with 
no reference to my office, let 
alone other sections, including 
operations and logistics, etc.” 
said Madam Browne-Lansanah.

“Besides,” she continued 
“there was no prior discussion or 
agreement / decision by the 
board to undertake such an 

extensive venture in 2022-23, 
which increased the budget by 
2.8 million.”

Madam Browne-Lansanah 
a rgued  tha t  no t  hav ing  
knowledge of such line item in 
the budget would have made her 
appear irresponsible before the 
budget committee had she been 
grilled on it.

“Not having knowledge about 
this 4 line item and going into 
defense of the 2022 budget 
would have been a disaster on 
my part as chair of the NEC. This 
would have been irresponsible 
on my part not having knowledge 
of this budget. Note that my 
office takes exception to this 
event,” the NEC boss added 

Her memo also insinuates 
incompetence on the part of her 
co-commissioner.  

Excerpts of the memorandum 
dated December 8, 2021 and 
addressed to Commissioner 
Floyd O. Sayor, below:

“I bring to your attention gaps 
in your handling of the 
administration of the 2023 

Steering Committee.
1. Apparent lack of or 

neglect of documentation 
f r o m  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
meetings, including lack of 
minutes and attendance and 
reports to be briefed and to 
adequately inform the Board 
of Commissioners (OC) prior 
to the implementation of 
proposals which have come by 
way of the 2023 budget 
process.

2. So far there has been 
no/ limited knowledge or 
information to my office on 
whether or not Task Force 
were constituted or not and 
what are their specific Terms 
of Reference (TOR) or tasks.

3. Generally, a reporting 
mechanism is lacking with 
intermittent and ad hoc 
delivery of some documents 
o n  B i o m e t r i c  V o t e r  
Registration, etc.

4. Generally, there is not 
a systematic call (agenda, 
date, and time) for meetings 
as none have reached my 
office.

5. I am yet to see a fully 
researched and documented 
r e c r u i t m e n t  p l a n  f o r  
temporary electoral workers 
(Temporary staff)

During the current and 
most recent (1-8 December 
2021) Review of the 2022 
budget for defense, it was 
observed an insertion of some 
2,809,510.00 was made for 
live monitoring and tracking 
systems, for vehicles, bikes, 
casual laborers, canoes 
carrying Election materials 
with no reference to my 
office, let alone other 
sections, including operations 
and logistics, etc. Besides, 
there was no prior discussion 
or agreement / decision by 
the board to undertake such 
an extensive venture in 2022-
23, which increased the 
budget by 2.8 million. Not 
having knowledge about this 4 
line item and going into 
defense of the 2022 budget 
would have been a disaster on 
my part as chair of the NEC. 

Th i s  wou ld  have  been  
irresponsible on my part not 
having knowledge of this 
budget. Note that my office 
takes exception to this event. 

I believe you as Chairman of 
the 2023 Steering Committee 
will bring my office to up to 
speed on the achievements 

and documentations as indicated 
going forward.See full copy of 
the memo

-Writes Othello B. Garblah
WHO IS FLOYD O SAYOR NEXT

            THURSDAY       DECEMBER   30

NEC Floyd unleashes “dogs” (Pt1)
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technique and composure in 
making sure his team took the 
championship after defeating 
top notched institutions.

In the first game, the coach 
masterminded a 1-0 win to 
send his side to the semi-final 
against former national team 
players George Gebro and 
Oliver Makor’s AME Zion 
University.

With all the big names, 
including some highly rated 
first and second division 
players, Coach Ignatius stood 
firm and defeated them 1-0 
with the lone strike coming in 
the 78th minute through 
Striker Dickson Zorh, sending 
Smythe to the grand finale 
against tournament favorite 
and defending champions, 
Stella Maris Polytechnic.

In the final match played 
on December 10, 2021 at the 

he Head Coach of 
Smythe College, TIgnatius M. Jallah, is 

crowned Best Coach in the 
Spark Group of Companies All 

Universities Tournament, after 
guarding the college team to 
become champions.

Coach Jallah, who is also a 
student of the College, was on 
top of his game with tactics, 

Ignatius crowned as Best Coach
-In All Universities Tournament

By Naneka Hoffman 
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