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CENTRAL BANK OF LIBERIA 
MARKET BUYING AND SELLING RATES
LIBERIAN DOLLARS PER US DOLLAR  

 BUYING DATE

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 02, 2022 L$151.6604 /US$1.00 L$153.5514 /US$1.00

SELLING  

These are indicative rates based on results of daily surveys of foreign exchange market in 
Monrovia and selected cities of Liberia. These rates are collected from the Central bank, 
commercial banks, parallel market and the license forex bureaux. The rates are not set by the 
Central Bank of Liberia.
Source: Research, Policy and Planning Department, CBL
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t least one person is 
said to have been Akilled in the capital 

of the West African state of 
Guinea-Bissau amid fears of a 
coup attempt.

Gunfire erupted near a 
government building in 
Bissau where President 
Umaro Cissoko Embaló was 
thought to be attending a 
cabinet meeting.

Soldiers have reportedly 

detained the president and his 
ministers.

West African regional leaders 
condemned what they called a 
coup attempt and urged troops 
to return to barracks.

One of the poorest countries 
in the world, the former 
Portuguese colony has seen nine 
coups or attempted coups since 
1980.If confirmed, this would be 
the fifth military coup in the past 
year in the region of West and 

December 2019 presidential 
election, he faced a last-
m inu te  s t and -o f f  w i t h  
parliament before taking 
office the following February.

A reporter on the ground, 
Alberto Dabo, told BBC News 
that unidentified heavily 
armed gunmen had attacked 
the government palace while 
President Embaló was meeting 
Prime Minister Nuno Gomes 
Nabiam inside.

He said that two people had 
been killed and, according to 
" re l iab le  sources " ,  the  
president and all the members 
of the government were still 
inside the palace "in the hands 

Central Africa. Just last week, 
there was a coup in Burkina 
Faso.

Struggling with a massive 
foreign debt and an economy 
that relies heavily on foreign 
aid, the country has also 
become a transhipment point 
for Latin American drugs, 
leading it to be dubbed by 
some as Africa's first narco-
state.

While Mr Embaló won the 

 pregnant woman 
who unexpectedly Agave birth on a plane 

flying from Ghana to the US 
was met with "shock and 
applause" from those around 
her.The new mother, who 
gave her name as GG, gave 
birth prematurely to a baby 
boy on board the flight on 29 
January.

A Ghanaian doctor converted 
the plane's business class area 
into a temporary maternity unit 
and delivered the baby.

The woman from Ghana had 
been expecting to give birth 
later in February, according to an 
eye witness.

Journalist Nancy Adobea 
Anane was on the flight from 
Accra. She told BBC News Pidgin 

of the initial confusion among 
passengers when an on-board 
announcement was made.

"Most of them heard the 
call for assistance from 
medical personnel but didn't 
know what was going on," she 
said."I became anxious for the 
safety of the baby and 
mother, and the possibility of 
a detour for an emergency 
landing."Having heard the 
request for help Dr Stephen 
Ansah-Addo, who practises in 
the US, set about delivering 
the baby.

"Myself, a nurse and the 
flight attendants... took [the 
mother] slowly through the 
process and she delivered a 
beautiful baby boy," Dr 
Stephen Ansah-Addo said.

Ms Anane recounted how 
the baby came within 45 
minutes of the birth process 
starting."Her delivery was 
quick, like 30 to 45 minutes" 
a n d  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  
"screaming and the familiar 
cry of the baby".

Paramedics met the new 
mother and baby upon landing 
in Washington where they 
received further medical 

of" the attackers.
A security source who did not 

want to be identified told the 
BBC that gunmen in civilian 
clothes had opened fire and a 
police officer had been killed.

The military had regained 
control of the situation and it 
was now "calm", he said, but he 
added that the whereabouts of 
the president and prime minister 
were unknown.

Condemning the violence, the 
West African regional group 
Ecowas said it held "the military 
responsible for the wellbeing of 
President Umaro Sissoco Embaló 
a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  
government". BBC

enya has extradited 
two British nationals Kto the UK where they 

are wanted on suspicion of 
m u r d e r. T h e  m e n  w e r e  
arrested last week in Nairobi's 
upmarket Kilimani area, the 
Directorate of Criminal 
Investigations said.

Kenyan police said an 
international arrest warrant 
had been issued against them 
in connection with the fatal 
stabbing of a 16-year-old boy, 

care.Giving birth in the air is 
rare but not unheard of.

In January a Canadian 
doctor helped to deliver a baby 
on an overnight flight from 
Saudi Arabia to Uganda.

According to the UK's 
National Health Service, the 
chance of going into labour is 
naturally higher after 37 weeks 

identified as Alex Smith, in the 
London suburb of Camden back 
in 2019.The UK's Metropolitan 
Police say they believe one of 
the two arrested fugitives 
carried out the actual stabbing.

The other suspect is alleged 
to have been riding in one of 
two stolen cars involved in the 
incident.

Two other men are already 
serving their sentences in the 
UK for their role in the 
murder.BBC BBC

of pregnancy, so some airlines 
won't let pregnant women fly 
after this point.

It adds that flying while 
pregnant isn't generally harmful 
to a mother and baby, but any 
health issues or pregnancy 
complications should be 
discussed with a midwife or 
doctor before flying. BBC

Coup fears as gunfire 
erupts in Guinea-Bissau

Umaro Sissoco Embaló was elected president in 2019

Woman applauded after 
giving birth on flight

GG gave birth to her baby boy prematurely on the 
flight from Ghana to the US

Kenya extradites British 
murder suspects

Advertise with us!Advertise with us!



3NEW DAWNwww.thenewdawnliberia.com                                    

Published by the Searchlight Communications Inc., 
UN Drive, P.O. Box 1266 Opposite National Investment Commission.  

Monrovia-Liberia. Tel: +231-06484201, +231-77007529, +231-0555422200 / 
+231-775407211   Managing Editor: Othello B. Garblah; Editor-In-Chief: Jonathan 

K. Browne www.thenewdawnliberia.com; Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com

PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah is perhaps still digesting 
sharp criticisms from the opposition that greeted his Annual 
Message delivered last week Monday, 24th January 2022 before 
the 54th Legislature. Criticisms and direct challenge to the 
President’s speech from the opposition Unity Party, Liberty 
Party and the Alternative National Congress provide an 
opportunity to dissect various aspects of the address and 
separate facts from falsehood.

THE OPPOSITION UNITY Party debunked the administration’s 
claim to ownership of current road projects across the country, 
arguing that it envisioned and consummated most of those 
projects during its 12 years in power. There is no doubt that the 
UP administration under former President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf negotiated most, if not all, of the major infrastructure 
projects before leaving office, so when President Weah brags 
about infrastructure development, he should accord credit to 
his predecessor.

SIMILARLY, THE OPPOSITION Liberty Party thinks President 
Weah has no reason to brag about achievements about his 
administration that is raddled with corruption and 
incompetence. The LP instead, called on Mr. Weah to do more 
for the people of Liberia.

THEN ON MONDAY, January 31, 2022, the opposition 
Alternative National Congress thru its leader Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings laid bare, the President’s speech, discrediting with 
facts, almost everything said about the economy and state of 
the Nation.

THE REACTIONS FROM members of the opposition bloc do not 
only provide balance, but they expose gross inaccuracies 
deliberately passed on to the unsuspecting and impoverished 
citizenry by the President for political gains.    

LEADERS SHOULD BE careful about their public utterances and 
speeches because they have a way of boomeranging, 
sometimes negatively with unimaginable consequences. As it 
is usual, the Annual Message is intended to report on the 
overall outlook of the State, including development achieved 
for the past year and for the President to present his legislative 
agenda for the coming year.

BUT WHEN ISSUES are exaggerated or are deliberately fueled 
with lies for whatever motives, it would be but a while when 
truth comes stepping in to dispel the wrong perception 
created.

THOSE WRITING PRESIDENT Weah’s speech should be very 
circumspect in what they put out to the public because like the 
late Jamaican Reggae Superstar Bob Marley sings, “You can 
fool some people some time but you can’t fool all of the people 
all of the  time.”

PRESIDENT WEAH SHOULD take these criticisms as helpful 
instruments of democracy that promote a progressive society. 
It is the duty of both the opposition and civil society to 
checkmate the government of the day for democracy to thrive.

 We call on the President to take these criticisms in stride and 
move ahead with his governance, for he needs critics to 
strengthen his leadership in order to govern well. 
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Commentary
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OHANNESBURG – According to fact-
checkers at the Washington Post, US JPresident Donald Trump has made more 

than 13,000 false or misleading claims since 
his inauguration. It is no wonder some 
people doubt that the fact-checking of 
politicians’ claims is an answer to the 
problems of this misinformation age.

When politicians and journalists from 
Europe, the Americas, Africa, and Asia met 
at the Global Conference for Media Freedom 
in London in July, they acknowledged that 
the rise of misinformation has contributed to 
declining public trust in politicians and the 
media. But effective solutions have not been 
forthcoming. When Europe’s political and 
business elite met the same month for 
theconference Les Rencontres Économiques 
d’Aix-en-Provence 2019, they, too, saw few 
options for renewing trust.

But that does not mean that there are none. 
As the leaders or founders of fact-checking 
organizations in Africa, Latin America, and 
Europe, we know that our work can play a 
powerful role in countering the effects of 
misinformation and restoring faith in 
reliable sources.

Fulfilling this duty requires, first and 
foremost, a comprehensive understanding 
of the challenges we face. Most of the 
world’s almost 200 fact-checking 
organizations operate on the assumption 
that presenting the public with corrected 
information will generally convince them to 
update a false view.

Not surprisingly, most academic work on 
fact-checking has aimed to test this 
assumption. The results are promising. 
While nobody could claim that presenting 
people with correct information guarantees 
that they will adjust their views, repeated 
studies have shown that fact checking helps 
the public revise their understanding of 
claims, even when the finding contradicts a 
firmly held belief.

But simply publishing fact-checks is not 
enough. For starters, even with the greatest 
resources it would not be possible to trace 
all those who have seen the misinformation 
being corrected and put our fact-check in 
front of them. And there is simply too much 
misinformation circulating online and in 
public debate to fact-check every false 
claim made.

That is why, beyond identifying and 
correcting important misinformation, fact-
checkers must engage with politicians, the 
traditional media, social-media platforms, 
and other relevant institutions to reduce the 
supply. This means reaching out to public 
f igures  to  request  on-the-record 
corrections, lodging complaints with 
standards bodies, and providing training to 
media organizations. It also means working 
with tech companies to find ways to prevent 
the wider circulation of misinformation, 

including across international borders.

At the same time, fact-checking organizations 
should not simply focus on tackling false 
information, but also on identifying sources of 
reliable information and pointing their 
readers and followers to them. And we should 
work with schools and other educational 
platforms to help teach people to identify 
false or misleading claims. This is the 
approach taken by our organizations, and as 
small and under-resourced as they are, the 
impact is already apparent.

For example, in January, Ibrahima Diouf, the 
economist in charge of writing the manifesto 
for one of Senegal’s major political parties, 
Parti de l’Unité et du Rassemblement, told a 
University of Dakar researcher that, because 
of the Africa Check team’s work, writers of 
political-party manifestos paid more 
attention to the accuracy of their figures.

Similarly, in South Africa, Febe Potgieter-
Gqubule, the general manager of the ruling 
African National Congress, declared in a 
public meeting that Africa Check “plays an 
important role” in keeping political parties 
and their leaders accountable. A few months 
earlier, the South African Police Service 
officially revised the national crime statistics, 
following an Africa Check intervention, 
admitting that the data were worse than they 
had initially reported. Reducing the supply of 
misinformation by engaging with those in 
power works.

At the same time, in Argentina, the fact-
checking organization Chequeado has created 
the country’s first program to teach critical 
thinking and news literacy skills to young 
people. The results of this effort to inoculate 
the young against the harm caused by 
misinformation mirrored those of a 2016 
study, which showed a huge leap in the ability 
of school-age children in Uganda to 
distinguish good and bad health information 
after being taught similar skills.

Finally, effective fact-checking requires 
efforts to improve public access to reliable 
information. In the United Kingdom, for 
example, Full Fact has worked with the Office 
of National Statistics not only to open up its 
data to a wider audience, but also to ensure 
that it is delivered in a form the public will 
understand.

While we shouldn’t underestimate the scale 
of the threat posed by misinformation and 
declining trust, or the complexity of their 
causes, the problem is not nearly as 
intractable as some seem to believe. By 
addressing not only the symptoms of 
misinformation and mistrust, but also the 
systemic problems that underlie them, fact-
checking organizations, media, government, 
and business can resist these worrisome 
trends.

How Fact-Checking Can Win the 
Fight Against Misinformation

By Peter Cunliffe-Jones , Laura 
Zommer & Noko Makgato, Will Moy

The sharp criticisms 
from Weah’s 5th SONA
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EL AVIV – US Pre dent Donald Trump’s abr p  decisio  o w thdraw American troops si u t n t i
from Syria, cleari g the way for a Turkish of e sive against t e Kurd  i an n   f n h s, s Tunconscionable betrayal of a strategic ally. One would expect such disloyalty from    a

fascist or otherw se d c at i l regime. And yet, today, it is the United St tes – a glob l i i t or a  a a
leader with supposedly high idea – that ha  emerged s the w ld’s e fidious emp re.ls s a or p r i

Trump’s cava ier aba d nment of th  Kurds – America’s most oyal and effective allies in l n o  e l
the war gainst t e Islamic tate I IS), who nti last week shared military outposts with a h S ( S u l  
US soldiers – is but the l test in  long ser es of d vastatin  betrayals y his ad inistration.  a a i e g b m
He set the tone for h s pr sidency by withdrawin  the US from the Paris li ate  i e  g  c m
agr emen , ame ssly p acing the inancia inter st  of Ame ica s fossil-fuel tycoo s e t sh le l f l e s r ’ n
above the existenti l interest of the rest of hum nity a a .

Trump also renounced the ran n clear deal and einsta e  sanc ions, even though Ira   I u  r t d t n
had complied with the agreement’s obligat ons and con inued o do so for another ye r . i ( t t a )
Even A erica’s European allies are not sa e  not o ly has Trump re e tedly lashed out t  m   f : n p a a
N TO allies; his adm nistrat on is now imposing t a e nct ons on up t  $7.5 illion wort  A i i r d sa i o  b h
of European Union good  he US would, Trump recently boasted, undoubtedly win  trad  s. T  a e
war with the EU.

Europe a sta ds to lose f om Trump’s bandonment f the Ku ds. If, in the on oing lso n r a o r   g
chaos, the thousands of ISI  prisoners held by the Kurd sh led Syria  De ocratic Fo ces   S i - n m  r
escape – a  some already have – America’s estranged Eur e n al es will su fer. et Trump s   op a li f Y
is un oncerned. “Well, they are goin  t be esc ping to Europe, that’  whe e t ey want to c  g o a  s r h  
go,” he rema ked casually at a ress conferen e. They wa t to go back to thei  homes.”r   p c “  n  r

erica’s unreliab lity as both a global leader and a y or pa tner is o longe  n doubt – Am i  ll r n r i
nd countries are adjusti g accordingly. ndi , or examp e, is pursu ng close  t es wi h a n I a f l i r i t
hina a d R ssia, af e  a decade of ever-d eper relati s with the US. (Th  K rds, it i  C  n  u t r  e  on  e u s
orth noting, scrambled to make  e l ith Russia  furthe  rengthenin  the rem n’w a d a w , r st g K li s 

egi nal i fluen e.)r o n c

Meanwhi , Am rica’s East Asian lli s are weighing the r options or mi ig ting the Northle e a e i f t a  
Korean threat, in which Trump has apparently lost i terest. Trump has shru ged off the n g  
Nor h’s repeated tests of short ran e ballistic missiles – w ich threaten Seoul nd Tok o, t - g h a y
not New York or Washingto , DC – declaring that he is not pers nally  b th re  by them.n  “ o ” o e d

Now, South Korea is attempting to reconcil  wi h the N rth, while Ja an a ses i s d f nse e t o p r i  t e e
budget to record levels. Meanwhi  – in yet another vote of no c f dence in the US – le   on i  
Taiwan seems increas ngly inclined to reco cile w th China.i n i

Saudi Arabia  too, is adapting to Trump’s perfidy. Immediately following last month’s ,    
at ack on Sa di oil in tallations – laimed by Y men’s Iran back d Houthi rebels, ut t u s c e - e  b
wi e y b med on I a  itse f – Tru p hinted at military action. But Sau i Arabia nows d l la r n l m d  k
better than t  bet on US loyalty.o

I  fact, the US it drawal from Syria came shortly after it moved it  Air Forc  comman  n w h  s e d
and control operation  out of he Gulf egi , where they had been base  for almost f ur s t r on d o
dec des, further rein orcing expectations of a more comprehensive US depa tur  from a f  r e
the M dd  East. That followed Trump’s refusal to respond with for e w en Iran downed a i le c h
$150 illi  American drone and impeded navigation in the strategically ital Strait of m on  v
Hormuz.

Now, in what ould be the mothe  of all diplomatic evolutions in th  re ion, a Saudi-c r r e g
Iranian r pp ochement seems to be in the fi g  he other G lf states would most lik ly a r  of n . T u e
join any su h agreement. c

T e US itself is lso d sperate to get Ir n to the ne otiating table. Trump w uld surely ud h a e a g o la
a new ucl ar deal as a major v c ory  ev n though it would probably repres nt little  n e i t , e  e
i pr ement over it  predecessor, m ch like the US-Mexico Canad  Agreem nt did not m ov s u  - a e
i pr e upon the North American r e Trade Agreement. Trum  ay roclaim himself a m ov  F e p m p
master of the “ r  of the deal,” but, compared to the Irania s, he is a  apprentice  a t  n n
negotiator.

Iran  regio al postur  is strengthen d u ther by t e fact th t Israel – the US ally tha  is ’s n e e  f r h  a t
p rh ps least able to handle a betrayal – r mains utt rly in T ump’s hral  To e su e, e a  e e r t l. b  r
Trump has hrown is support behind Prime Mini e  n amin Netany hu, and has t h  st r Bi y a
expresse  his supp rt for discus ons on a orm l US-Israel d fense treaty. But if I a  d o  si  f a e  r n
decid s to retali te for Israel’s repeated a ta ks on ts mil tary installati ns in Syri  and e a   t c i i o a
Ir q, there is no guarantee that the US will stand by ts ally. After all, li e h  Kurd  I ra l a   i k  t e s, s e
did not “help [the US] in Normandy” – apparently a n ces r  recondition for US loyalty.  e sa y p
(Trum  didn’t me tion, of course, that h s ow  at er did not help the US in World War II, p n  i n f h  
ei her; he a oided ser ice, just as his sons did during th  ietnam War.)t v v e V

As for Turkey, Trump has threatened o “destro  nd obliterate” its economy if it does t y a
anyt ing in its ar on the Kurds that he c si ers “off limit .” He then sent a bizar e le ter h w on d s r t
warn n  Turk sh Presi e t Recep Tayyip Erdogan not to “be a tough guy.”i g i d n  

ut why would Er ogan listen? Did ’t he g t away with cquir ng Ru ian-m de S 400 B  d n e  a i ss a -
issiles over Trump’s supposed obj cti ns? And has T ump not already handed him the m e o  r  
rize f is dream :  gr en light to slaughter t e Kurds of northern yria? Not surp i in ly, p o h s a e  h S r s g
rdo an re ortedly threw he letter stra ght in o the trash.E g p t i t

US esident Theodor  Roosevelt advised orei n olicy akers to “speak softly and carryPr e f g  p m  
a big s ick.” Trump seems to be doing just the opposite. Add to that his ignorance of historyt  
and geopol ti s, hi  blind beli f in is upposedly “gre t and unmatched wisdom,” a d isi c s e   h  s a n  h  
apparent disregard for the lives of a yone outside hi inner circ , and the global anger n s le  d  
that Ameri a’  45th pre iden  poses can ha dly be overstated.c s s t r

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2019.   www.project-syndicate.org

Opinion Opinion Opinion 

N MA CITY – M st c untr es in atin Americ ha  a lo g h sto y of recep venes   A A  o o i L a ve  n i r ti s to
grati n. Bu an unpreced n d rge in 20  i  the num er of pe p  i g d s lace  by mi o t  e te su  21 n b   o le be n i p d

o iti l unr st, conomi i stabi ty, v o nce, pe vasiv  n qu lity, mate chan e, the p l ca e e c n li  i le r e i e a cli  gP
CO I -19 pande c, and other fac r  me ns th y gove nme ts’ efforts to rotect V D mi   to s a at man r n  p
migr ts a e f lling sh r of the intention  emb died i  e r o ici s.an r a o t s o  n th i p l e

One of the st orr ng atu e   the current grati  si ati n i  at n A ri a i the gapmo w yi fe r s of mi on tu o n L i me c s  
between ach cou try  intention  as expre ed rou  e r migratio  o ci s a d theire  n ’s s ss th gh th i n p li e n  
ab liti s  provide di p ed pe e wi h the p o cti ns they nee h s i u ually lin d oi e to s lac opl t r te o  d. T i s s ke t  
i sufficient fi ancial an  technical sup r  from e i te na onal comm n ty.n n d  po t th  n r ti u i

Countri s acr ss the egi n ar  oi g to i credi e n s to manage e cu re t mi atione o r o e g n n bl le gth th  r n gr  
cr s s, rior tizing o ams ding  w at th i  imi d res urces a w. But th  var ati n ini i p i  pr gr  accor  to h e r l te o  llo e i o  
ap roach s i  co tribu ng rther to the m me t  peopl  caus  gran  an asylup e s n ti fu  ove n of e be e mi ts d m 
se ker  te d to go where er th y can gain the mo securi for e elve an  their a liese s n   v  e   st ty th ms s d f mi .

A other p em is e lack of long-te m s ti ns ns de  th  r ce t cr sis i volving H tia s,n robl  th r olu o . Co i r e e n i n ai n  
b th os  eading for the S Me i o bord r an  t os  t ck in s th rn Me ico man  of e o th e h U - x c  e d h e s u ou e x : y th
tho san s of aitian  w o ave sed Pana in 202 had previ us  ou ht ety in outh u d  H s h tr r ma 1 o ly s g saf  S
A ri a follow ng the d vastating 010 ea hquake, but w re una e to find g- er securi .me c i e 2 rt  e bl  lon t m ty

So  mi r tion thways are hi r c, re re en ng r utes th t pe p  h ve sed  flee d ge  me g a pa sto i p s ti o a o le a  u  to an r
r ur ue e  opportunitie  or y ge erati ns t h man tar an ise  d t e grati n o  p s n w s f man n o . Bu u i i  cr s an h  mi o
aves ey produce have be n unti g. I  P nama e  e u r f peo le c o si g the w  th e  mo n n a  alon , th  n mbe o p r s n
arién G p r se from 6,500 in 202 to 124 5 i  e f rst 1 mo th o  021 almos a twentyfo d D a o    0 ,87 n th  i 1 n s f 2 – t l

nc asei re .

ove nments d n rnation l organization  wi  c ci l oci ty us devise a ore G r an i te a s th lo al vi s e m t  m
ffective  collabor ve, p ople n red s ate y for nagi g e  ise . R cognizing its e , ati  e -ce te tr g  ma n th se cr s e
wn o  a ng the migra o  r ute, Pan m  ha  steppe  up ts e forts to pr v de gran i  o r le lo  ti n o a a s d  i f o i  mi ts w th

di l ttention  P ople s i g hr ug  re i e basic me ical ai  d are ste for CO ID- 9 me ca a . e pa s n t o h ce v  d d an te d V 1
nd other lln sses.a  i e

any m grants and as lum seek rs arr ve in th  co n y m lnou ish d an  njure  r m th  M i  y e i  e u tr a r e d i d f o e
per lou  ou ney through the D rién ap   de se n l  that i te ru ts the P n-Ameri  i s j r  a G , a n  ju g e n r p  a can
hi w  be e n anama an  Co o a. h re, they e counte  dise s , deadly animals, and a gh ay tw e  P d l mbi T e n r a e
tre cherous lan e. W men an  c ild en, n par cu r, are lner le to iole ce se al a dscap o d h r i ti la vu ab  v n , xu
as lt, tr f ck n , d xtorti n by imi al r ups. Eve  more di turbi g, on  i  eve y fi  sau a fi i g an e o cr n g o  n s n e n r ve
migrants n e e i  is a child d 8 f them ar  u der th  age o  fi e, a ucial pe iod for  i  th  r g on , an 0% o e n e f v  cr r
their lon -term velopment. g de

N  i gle o n y can mana e th s iss e o  i  wn. The si ati n de nds an inte natio al o s n  c u tr  g i  u  n ts o tu o ma r n
initi tive to mon tor mi ation flo s and p o ide ca  or displa d eople as e cross thr gh a i gr  w r v re f  ce p th y  ou
L tin Ame ica. W  need a s s m n w i  very country s ares r sponsi li for prote n  a  r e  y te i  h ch e h  e bi ty cti g
pe  on th  mo e, inclu in the pr v s on of s c g ods s ch  me ical car , f d  ople e v d g o i i  ba i o u  as d e oo ,
psych socia su port, nd se rity Pana has en shou er n  th s r n in D ién, bu  o l p a  cu . ma be ld i g i bu de  ar t as
th  n mber of migrants co ti u s to incre s , a multi-cou try espon e be mes m e urge t by e u n n e a e n r s co  or n
th  aye d .

T e Inte atio al e e C mi tee (I C) h o g ad d o cy fr w r s or p tsh  rn n R scu  om t R as l n vocate p li ame o k ( com ac ) 
to agg e at  re urce  for refuge  and migrant care. T e dea is to bri g to th r dono s hor g e so s e h i n ge e r , st 
cou tri s, d de elopment an  huma ita ian r a izati ns to re  s s ms that re cap blen e an v d n r o g n o  c ate y te a  a  
of me ting th se ulner ble popu ons’ ne ds. With n thes  fr w r s, ho t v rnm ntse e v a  lati e i  e ame o k s go e e  
commit to lon -term, inclu i e cies f r rotec ng d s lace  popul ons. I  r tu n, d no sg s v  poli  o  p ti i p d ati n e r o r  
and inancia i stitu ons le  ng- r  fin nci g  s pp r i me tatio .f l n ti p dge lo te m a n to u o t mple n n

T i  “com act” d l has alr ad be n i p me te  i  ordan, with sup r from the orlh s p mo e e y e  m le n d n J  po t W d 
Bank It could o ide an ini ial fra ew r  for imp o in con iti s r ig an  acr s L tin.  pr v  t m o k r v g d on fo  m r ts os a  
A eri . As a irst tep to ar that g a nation l overn n  shou d cus on coordinating anm ca  f s w d o l, a g me ts l fo   d 
harmoniz ng their migra o  po ici s. Me an sm e is to e  d no s and os countri s orgei ti n l e ch i s x t h lp o r  h t e f  
a r e n  n con ete finan ng mmi n , ur n hari g, cr ss- o de  polig e me ts o cr ci co tme ts b de -s n o b r r cy 
harmon z on, and th  pr v s on of securi , docum n ation du tion mployme t, h alth i ati e o i i ty e t , e ca , e n e
ca e, an p w ys to citi ensh p. t m ch more n on an  und ng will  need d to r d ath a  z i Bu u  atte ti d f i be e
r aliz  e pr mi e f e  eementse e th  o s o th se agr .

preve t fu re cr s s, we e d  addr ss the r ot ca ses f mi ation not ast v o ent To n tu i e n e to e  o u o gr , le i l
nf ict, COVID-19  climate change s s mi in quali , d e lack of eco omic p tuniti s co l , , y te c e ty an th  n o por e

n so rce unt e . h means not o ly creating jobs nd i me ti g ev lopme t programs i u co ri s T at n  a  mple n n d e n
t also deliv ri g ff cti e h man tari n re p ns s d s ppor ve pr tection poli e .bu  e n e e v u i a s o e an u ti  o  ci s

h  allenge i  to br ak e sel -perpetua ng cycle of migr on an di cement by e n  a T e ch s  e th  f ti   ati d spla cr ati g
a e a d s cu e e vi o me t o  f r tho e who hav  atte p d to r bu ld their li es else h re s f n e r n r n n b th o  s e m te  e i  v w e
nd fo  os  ho h ve retur e   their cou tri s f o igi . r ex mple  th  00,000 us a r th e w  a  n d to  n e o r n Fo  a , e 1 -pl
s um seek rs and m grants r m H ti who are cur ently li n  i  S uth Ame ica sh uld be ive  a yl e i  f o ai r vi g n o r o  g n
e opport n ty  s ttle ther  er nently, o hat th y re n t fo ced to keep mo ingth  u i to e e p ma s t e a  o r  v .

ith e numbe  of di p ced pe pl  cr ssing L tin mer ca incr asing ra dly, Pan an  th  W th  r  s la  o e o  a  A i e pi ama d e
IRC ar  calli g n overn n , humanitari n o ganiza ons, d mul late al in t tutio s  act  e n o g me ts a r ti an ti r s i n to
to eth r. e us pr t ct ulner ble peo le an  wo k tow d  wo ld wher  e  ca  eek g e W m t o e v a  p d r  ar a r e th y n s
m aning ul pp r n ti s i  e r n countri s or else h r , in ll p an e wi  e f o o tu i e n th i ow  e w e e fu com li c th
in r ati nal stan ards and immi ation aws. Mo t ig an  a d asylum s e rs today have no te n o d gr  l s m r ts n e ke
s ch ch ceu  oi .

I  th  inte natio al community doe no vote r  res urce  to caring fo  gran s a ng e r f e r n s t de mo e o s r mi t  lo  th i
jo rney , t e r p o lems will s mply r w w , and humanitar an cri es in countri s acr ss the u s h i r b  i g o orse i  s  e o
re o  will ecome m  fr qu n  an s vere We mu t ea  e cle efore it pins ou  gi n  b  ore e e t d e . s br k th  cy  b s t of
contr l.o

M grant waves in Lati Am ca gr i and i l conti to cau e i n eri are ow ng w l nue s
hum ni arian ises a ross h regi until the  causes  di acem nt are a t cr  c t e on root of spl e  
add essed. ors ng si uation and  a new com to c r na e and r  The w eni t dem s pact oo di t
i fy the eff r   onor  ents  nd aid o ganizatio .ntensi o ts of d s, governm , a r ns

Trump’s Perfidious America

By Shlomo Ben-Ami

Rethinking Migration in Latin America

By Erika Mouynes, 
Meghan Lopez
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Key Messages: 

1. Liberia still produces less than half (0.2) cup of 
rice per Liberian, per day after spending hundreds of 
millions on projects to be self-sufficient in rice production.

2. Almost half of a billion (437.02 million USD) 
accounts for financial flow to Liberia’s agriculture sector- 
specifically the crop-subsector between 2018 and 2022.

3. The African Union has consistently ranked Liberia 
“NOT ON TRACK” to transforming its agricultural sector. 
Liberia failed 22 of 24 progress indicators in AU latest 
report.

4. 96% of farmers in Liberia relied on informal market 
as the main source of seeds, fertilizers and other inputs 
because agricultural market is not functional. The World 
Bank says Liberia is the worst place for farmers to operate 
their business. 

5. Cocoa, farmers in Liberia received 69.79% less 
average yield/hectare than farmers in Cote’ d’Ivoire, 
69.22% less than farmers in Guinea, 65.6% less than farmers 
in Sierra Leone and 66.6% less than farmers in Ghana. Rice 
farmers are experiencing almost the same. 

6. No poor country in the world has ever reduced 
poverty without increasing agricultural productivity. If 
Liberia should move out of poverty, it must prioritize the 
transformation of its agriculture sector and improve 
agricultural productivity!! 

7. Liberians must sit up, shine their eyes, and begin 
to demand real sustainable results from stakeholders in the 
agricultural sector- especially NGOs and the Government.
Liberia produces less than half (0.2) cup of rice (its staple 
food) per Liberian, per day. But on average, a Liberian need 
a little over 1cup of rice per day. The rice per capita deficit 
is happening after decades of multiple donor and 
government projects- costing hundreds of millions of 
United States Dollars- that promise to make the country 
self-sufficient in rice production. Most recently, from 2018 
to 2022, almost half of a billion (437.02 million USD) 
accounts for financial flow to Liberia’s agriculture sector- 
specifically the crop-subsector. This amount does not 
include financial flow to other subsectors including a 40 
million committed to the fishery subsector and several 
other millions spent on “improving” Liberia’s agricultural 
sector by an army of NGOs deployed across the country. Of 
the 437.02 million, 145.9 million (33%) was committed 
before 2018, but only 18.6million was spent before 2018; 
leaving the remaining 127.2 million available for the 
current Administration to spend. The 437.02 million is in 
the form of grants 172,118,287.9 (39%), FAO’s projects 
7.84M (2%), Government of Liberia’s budgetary support to 
agriculture 19.01M (4.35%), loans that Liberia will repay 
with interest, 185.6 M (42%) and 52.4 M (12%) from other 
sources including beneficiary and private sector 
contribution to donor projects, and the Government of 
Liberia’s indirect support that includes tax waivers. 

Data are scare in Liberia, and when they are available, they 
tend to be incomplete. Hence, the data collated and 
presented above- may not be the most accurate but 
present a good picture of agricultural spending and 
commitment between 2018 and 2022. Anecdotal estimate 
has it that- before 2018- over a billion was spent to make 
Liberia self-sufficient in rice production. The International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), World Bank, 
African Development Bank (AFDB), USAID, and FAO were 
and are currently the major donors or lenders. There is also 
an “army” of agricultural NGOs working to improve 
Liberia’s agriculture sector. 

Except three of the current projects that are scheduled to 

last for 4-6 years, funds from these organizations are spread 
across short-term (2-3yrs) projects, implemented in piecemeal 
across Liberia. The projects are designed a bit differently with 
unique acronyms to match, but all project work practically 
towards the same goals: to enable smallholder farmers improve 
productivity and increase production and to improve agricultural 
markets. The projects also seek to increase farmers’ income, 
reduce poverty, and food import and improve food security and 
nutrition. For example, the AFDB and the Global Agriculture and 
Food and Security Program (GAFSP) say their “Smallholder 
Agricultural Productivity Enhancement and Commercialization 
Project” and “Smallholder Agriculture Development for Food and 
Nutrition Security (SADFONS) are being implemented to 
“Increase farmers’ income through crop intensification, value 
addition and market development and to improve food and 
nutrition security and reduce poverty; respectively. The World 
Bank says its “Rural Economic Transformation Project (RETRAP)” 
is aimed at “increasing productivity and market access for 
farmers and agri-enterprises” while IFAD’s Tree Crop Extension 
Projects have been seeking to improve the incomes and climate 
change resilience of smallholder cocoa producers. 

Short-term agricultural loans, grants, and projects promising 
pathways to food self-sufficiency, and poverty alleviation have 
old footprints and not new in Liberia. The AfDBs first agricultural 
project was implemented in Liberia in 1968 and it sought to 
increase rice production. Later in 1977 the FAO entered Liberia 
and has been working to revitalize the agriculture sector. IFAD 
came in 1981 with its first smallholder rice seed project to 
increase rice production and has not left- except during the war. 
But previous and current interventions- costing billions of 
dollars- have not been able to transform Liberia’s agriculture to 
deliver what the country desperately needs and what its 
agricultural sector holds the key to provide: strong economic 
growth, food, and nutrition security and sustained rural poverty 
reduction and jobs for urban youths.

NOT ON TRACK to Agricultural Transformation: 15 years of Poor 
Agricultural Productivity, Low Production, Increased Rice 
Import, and Poor Nutrition Outcome 

After decades of spending billions to transform Liberia’s 
agriculture, the following facts ought to make Liberians sit up, 
pay attention, and begin to demand accountability from NGOs 
and the government. Since 2017 (the year the African Union 
began tracking its members’ progress towards a transformed 
agricultural sector) Liberia has been consistently ranked “NOT 
ON TRACK” to transforming its agricultural sector. On the AU’s 
latest scorecard, Liberia failed 22 of the 24 indicators of 
progress; including, 0 out of 3 points for its capacity to engage in 
evidence-based agricultural intervention, 1.3 out of 8.25 points 
for farmers’ access to fertilizers, seeds, and other inputs, 0.58 
out of 10 points for farmers’ access to finance and 2.38 out of 10 
points for public expenditure on agriculture and 1.69 points out 
of 3 points for food security and nutrition.

The “NOT ON TRACK” is consistent with many situations in 
Liberia and the following highlights of the agricultural input 
market- especially for seeds and fertilizers- are revealing. 
Agricultural Input Markets are among the first set of structures 
required to ensure the adequate supply of improved inputs 
(seeds, fertilizers, insecticide, and technology) to farmers, to 
boost productivity on their farms and increase production. But in 
Liberia, the market remains largely informal, disorganized, and 
hence, continuously failing to provide the quality and quantity of 
farm inputs the farmers need. 

Up to 2017, about 96% of farmers in Liberia relied on the informal 
and unregulated market as the primary source of inputs. This 
informal market features traders from neighboring countries 
who supply mostly counterfeit/uncertified seeds, and fertilizers 
that contribute to low production quantity and poor quality that 
has kept many farmers in recurrent financial losses, and food 
deficit after months of hard labor. The number of farmers that 
use certified seeds in Liberia for the major crops (including rice 
and cassava) is just 8,137 (4%) of the approximately 203,442 
farmers because the input market is nonfunctional and there is 
less attention directed to developing and enforcing policies that 
increase confidence for private investment. The dire situation 
with Liberia’s agricultural market is further explained in the 
“Enabling The Business for Agriculture (EBA)”, a World Bank 
study that examines to what extent governments make it easier 
or harder for farmers to operate their businesses. The EBA ranks 
Liberia the worst (101 out of 101 countries studied) in its overall 
2019 ranking; revealing thatfragile countries, including Haiti, 
Mali, Sudan, and Iraq, scored better than Liberia in the overall 
ranking for enabling agricultural business. On a scale of 0 to 100 
for registering fertilizers and supplying seeds, Liberia scored 0 
for registering fertilizers and 7.4 for seed supply.Something very 
disturbing about the World Bank’s EBA report is that Liberia’s 

miserable performance is reported after another unit of the 
World Bank, USAID, AFDB, the Swedish Government and 
other NGOs have spent at least 200 million on no less than six 
projects (1, 2,3,4,5,6) that are focused- in a significant part 
or whole- on “developing agricultural market”, reforming 
agricultural markets”, “improving market access for 
farmers and agri-enterprises”. 

These poor outcomes are furthered revealed in the trend 
and status of the productivity and production of major crops 
in Liberia, food imports and its attendant cost, and nutrition 
outcome -especially food related non-communicable 
diseases. For the past 15 years (2006- 2020) the average 
yield per hectare for rice, cassava, and cocoa farmers in 
Liberia were significantly lower than their counterparts in 
neighboring countries (See Figure-2). 
Figure-2: Source- Computed using FAO Data

Cocoa, farmers in Liberia received 69.79% less average 
yield/hectare than farmers in Cote’ d’Ivoire, 69.22% less 
than farmers in Guinea, 65.6% less than farmers in Sierra 
Leone and 66.6% less than farmers in Ghana. Rice farmers in 
Liberia received 50.2% less average yield/hectare than 
farmers in Cote’ d’Ivoire received; 13.1% less than farmers 
in Guinea, 20.2% less than farmers in Sierra Leone and 45.8% 
less than farmers in Ghana. Rice is Liberia’s staple food, and 
almost every past and current leader in Liberia (President, 
Senator, Representative)- has promised to make Liberia self-
sufficient in rice production. But after 15years of 
uninterrupted peace and spending billions to increase rice 
production, Liberia remains a food deficit country with a 15 
years (2006-2020) average rice (milled) production of 
181,411.13 metric tons; 568,588.87 metric tons or 68.17% 
less than the 750 thousand metric tons Liberians demand 
every year.At the current average production (181,411.13 
MTH) and the current population of 5.058 million, Liberia’s 
rice value chain provides less than half (0.2) cup of rice per 
Liberian per day. On average, a Liberian consumes over 1cup 
of rice per day. Instead of taking bold but evidence-baked 
action to increase rice production and address the per 
capita rice deficit, Liberia finds comfort in importing rice. 
As the population grows, the rice deficit increases, and the 
import quantity and cost to import rice grows. Over the last 
15years, rice import has gone north: from 210 thousands 
metric tons in 2006 to approximately 400 thousand metric 
tons in 2020; costing Liberia at least 200million on average. 

The stark underperformance of the sector is influencing diet 
related non-communicable diseases and other poor 
nutrition outcomes among Liberians as many revert to 
inadequate or low-quality food because of the unavailability 
and unaffordability of their required diet. Except for child 
wasting and stunting, Liberia is either off course or 
experiencing worsening conditions for the remaining 11 
global nutrition targets. Particularly stark is Liberia’s 
limited progress towards reducing diet-related non-
communicable disease.

Do We Still Need the Army of NGOs and Short-Term 
Multilateral Projects to Transform Liberia’s Agricultural?
The state of agriculture in Liberia could be worst without 
the NGO and multilateral projects, but Liberia’s agricultural 
sector will not get significantly better by relying on NGOs 
and multilateral projects as we do now NGOs have very 
important roles to play. They are good at diagnosing and 
“treating the symptoms” of agricultural development 
problems but have no good record of “curing” those 
problems. Liberia’s chronic agricultural development 
problems need urgent cure, and because the country’s 
policy makers’ longstanding conviction in NGOs’ and 
multilateral short-term projects has proved naïve, it is time 
for a structural reorientation of the approach to agricultural 
transformation. 

Such reorientation demands a lot; but to begin, Liberians 
needs a strong showing of their government in the 
agricultural sector as a strategic and major participant with 
predictable interventions and as an effective enabler of 
private capital flow and functional agricultural markets. 
“Political will” must be manifested in increased agricultural 
spending, but only on evidence-informed, outcome-based, 
and impact focused interventions that are intentionally 
designed to be rigorously assessed for progress, challenges, 
and new lessons. Obviously, the current purchase and 
untargeted distribution of mineral fertilizers to farmers- 
without knowing the nutrient needs of their soil- is not one 
of the interventions. 

Article       Article
Liberia Abandons Agricultural Transformation to NGOs: 
Hundreds of millions spent, but farm productivity falling, 

and farmers’ losses and food insecurity rising
By: AMBULAH MAMEY, International Agricultural 

Development Practitioner

TO BE CONTINUE NEXT EDITION
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he Political leader of 
the  A l te rna t i ve  TNational Congress 

Mr. Alexander B. Cummings 
says the Liberia Agency for 
Community Empowerment 
(LACE) is run by President 
George Manneh Weah and his 

crony, and that projects of the 
institution are also fronts to 
steal state funds and launder 
money through numerous no-bid 
contracts, opaque process and 
inflated costing.

S p e a k i n g  i n  a  n e w s  
conference on Monday, January 
31, 2022 at his office in Congo 
Town, behind Cutt ington 
University graduate school, Mr. 

Cummings said Liberians 
would have congratulated 
President Weah and his 
government for roads and 
houses he pointed to in his 
State of the Nation address.

But "Until it has been 
realized that some, if not all 
of these projects are also 
fronts to steal state funds and 
launder money through 
numerous no-bid contracts, 
opaque  proces ses  and  
inflated costing.”

 He cites as an example, 
the Popo Beach Project that 
was first estimated at 
US$800,000 to build 50 two-
bedroom units, or USD16, 000 
per unit. Mr. Cummings notes 
that now, the government is 
saying the project will cost 
US$3 Million to build 89 units 
or US$33,700 per unit. 

According to him, the 
L i b e r i a  A g e n c y  f o r  
Empowerment (LACE) is run 
by President Weah’s crony, 
and its budget has been 
increased by US$10 Million, 
adding that this is shameful 
a n d  t h e  s t e a l i n g  i s  
disgraceful. 

 Critiquing President 
Weah’s 5th Annual Message 

more headline news       more headline news 

ive leading Civil 
S o c i e t y  FOrganizations here 

have described President 
George Weah’s recent State 
of the Nation address as a 
complete misrepresentation 
of the facts.

The National Civil Society 
Council of Liberia, Naymote 
partners for development, 
Integrity Watch Liberia, 
Institute for Research and 
Democratic Development and 
Accountability Lab Liberia  in 
a news conference Monday, 
January 31, 2022 said 
President Weah’s address was 
marred by high level of 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  a n d  
misrepresentation of facts, 
something they describe as 
embarrassment to the state.

In a statement read on 
behalf of the group, the head 
of the CSO council of Liberia, 
Madam Loretta Popekai said 
they were saddened, and 
deeply concerned with the 
high level of inconsistency 
and misrepresentation of 
facts in the President’s 
speech, adding “Our concerns 
are infrastructure, we are 
highly concerned about the 
Pre s i den t ’s  r epo r t  on  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

accomplishments as stated in 
the address.”

She says the council did 
follow up to ascertain the facts, 
but they are dismay that most of 
the reported projects and their 
addresses were not factual, 
pointing  that in Bong County 
President Weah reported 100 
housing units being completed, 
but verification shows that only 
10 housing units were identified.

According to her, President 
Weah also reported that 100 
housing units  are under 

completion in Nimba County, 
but their verification shows 
that less than 15 units were 
identified, while in Gbapolu 
count, the President reported 
the completion of a 100- 
bedroom hospital, but their 
verification shows the project 
is still ongoing, reaching about 
90 percent.

Madam Popekai continues 
that market buildings in Salala 
and Gbarnga were similarly 
reported to be ongoing, but 
interestedly none of those 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

ontserrado county 
district#16RepresenMtative Dixon Seboe 

says the people of New Kru 
town would not rest until 
investigation into the January 
19, 2022 stampede that left 29 
persons, including women and 
children dead, and dozens 
others admitted in hospitals is 
completed, and those found 
culpritable face the law.

The stampede occurred as 
C h r i s t i a n  w o r s h i p p e r s  
returning from a Church 
crusade at the D. Twe sports 
ground in the municipal 
borough were reportedly 
attacked by criminals.    

S p e a k i n g  t o  S t a t e  
broadcaster ELBC Tuesday, 01 
February in Paynesvil le 
outside Monrovia, Rep. Seboe 

said though he does not accuse 
anyone for now, anybody the 
Police will bring forward as 
suspect should be dealt with, 
according to law.

“We need to draw line 
between the disadvantaged 
youths who are call zogoes, 
and common criminals to 
ascertain the facts about what 
took place, though we’re 
calling on the police for 
speedy investigation, but 
again our people have to 
exercise restraint and stop 
m a k i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  
statements”, he adds.

When asked whether the D. 
Twe field will still be used for 
crusade activities, the district 
lawmaker says that is not for 

him to decide right now, saying 
“ O u r  f o c u s  n o w  i s  t o  
memor ia l ize  our  people  
following that the usage of the 
field will be decided by the 
governor’s office or LFA.”  

Founded in 1920s, the 
Borough of New Kru town is a 
township located on Bushrod 
Is land in distr ict # 16, 
Montserrado County.

The victims were among 
thousands of other worshippers 
who trooped to the stadium for 
the healing and salvation 
crusade which was being hosted 
by renowned Liberian Apostle 
Abraham Kromah.

Apostle Kromah, who has 
been nicknamed “More Grace”, 
is the Founder and General 
Overseer for the World of Life 
Outreach Mission International 
(WOLOMI) located in a Monrovia 
suburb of New Georgia Estate. 

He is regarded for his spiritual 
ability to perform miracles 
during crusades, revivals and 
divine worship services.

The stampede occurred 
around 9PM when news broke 
out that the disadvantaged 
youths, who were armed with 
knives, machetes and other 
deadly weapons overpowered 
and armed robbed the first 
group of worshippers that made 
their way out of the field shortly 
after the end of the crusade.

President George Weah has 
c a l l e d  f o r  f u l l - s c a l e  
investigation into the incident 
after he declared four days of 
m o u r n i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  
following the tragedy here. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne
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Complete misrepresentation of facts
By Lewis S. Teh

-CSOs on Weah’s Annual Message

LACE is run by President 
Weah and crony

-Cummings
By Lincoln G. Peters

New Kru town 
is restless
-Rep. Dixon Seboe

By Lewis S.Teh
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he Head of the 
Delegation of the TEuropean Union to 

Liberia, Ambassador Laurent 
Delahousse has commended 
the Liberian National Bar 
Association (LNBA) for its 
important role to make 
Justice more accessible to all 
Liberians, as dictated by 
Liberia’s Constitution. 

Delivering a keynote 
address at the Ministerial 
Complex in Congo Town 
during an induction ceremony 
of LNBA’s officers-elect on 
Friday, 28 January 2022, 
Amb. Delahousse said the 
L N B A c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  
familiarize Liberians with the 
Rule of Law. 

“Your organisation is also 
playing an important role in 
monitoring the integrity, 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
transparency of the legal 
system in Liberia in view of 
restoring public confidence 
and trust in the system,” he 
said.  

“Seen by an alien such as I, 
the rapport of Liberians to 
the concept of Justice 
reveals something that I 
would qualify bordering a 
“culture and economy of 
l i t i g a t i o n ” ,  w h i c h  i s  
uncommon to many of us 
Europeans, at least to me as a 
Frenchman,” he added.  

The EU Envoy to Liberia 
expressed a hope to be wrong 

when he has the feeling that the 
political debate is, sometimes, 
at present, “happening more in 
court over legal arguments 
rather than in the communities 
over electoral manifestos.”   

Amb. Delahousse noted he he 
guessed that it is a cultural trait, 
the product of Liberia’s history 
and maybe special links to the 
United States.  

“But what is more important 
is that the legal system proves 
effective in the interest of the 
citizens at large,” he continued. 

He used the occasion to 
s i n c e r e l y  t h a n k  L N B A’s  
immediate past president Cllr. 

for  Human R ights  and  
Democracy are the best 
principles of government to 
improve people’s lives and to 
ensure that no one is left 
behind.  

He said development, 
democracy and respect of 
Human Rights go together, 
adding that Human Rights are 
not second to development; 
their promotion cannot wait 
for the improvement of 
people’s lives. 

“Democracy and Human 
Rights work. Those who tell 
you otherwise are wrong, 
because ultimately Humans 
want freedom, respect and a 
say in their government,” the 
EU Envoy continued. 

He said the Rule of Law is 
not only about civil law, that 
law specific to each nation 
according to its own history, 
but it is also about jus gentium 
and international laws such as 
those governing Human 
Rights. 

“We consider it our joint 
duty as citizens of free 
societies to speak up – 
t o g e t h e r  –  w h e n  t h e  
democracy, Human Rights and 
fundamental freedoms we 
enjoy are at risk elsewhere.” 

He stated that Human 
Rights are universal, they 

TiawanGongloe and his team 
for the important work 
carried out by the Association 
to facilitate access to justice 
for all Liberians and for being 
an active and critical voice in 
the public debate. 

Amb. Delahousse also 
commended the personal 
example set by Cllr. Gongloe 
in striving both, to protect the 
financial interest of the LNBA 
budget in carrying out his 
duties as well as to promote 
freedom of expression and 
internal democracy within the 
Bar Association. 

He  suggested that respect 

apply the same everywhere, 
from the local village to the 
global community.  

Amb. Delahousse indicated 
that they belong to every 
Human, they are consubstantial 
to the birth of every new baby 
wherever in the world, Liberia, 
Europe, America or China. 

He argued that this is not 
interference in the affairs of 
other States, but it is an act of 
faith in and respect of the 
universal values enshrined in 
the international legal corpus of 
the United Nations.  

“And I am humbled to note, 
i n  P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  
MannehWeah’s own words, as 
spelled out this Monday in His 
Excellency’s Annual Message to 
Congress, that “Liberia will 
remain a pillar of democracy on 
the African continent, availing 
its willingness to remain a part 
of the global coalition in 
defence of democracy in the 
world,” the EU Envoy said.  

H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
leadership of Liberia in 
contributing to defend and 
restore peace,  secur ity, 
stability, democracy, and 
constitutional order, through 
ECOWAS, in its Sister Republics 
Guinea, Mali, and now Burkina 
Faso. 

 “The European Union and its 
Member States stand at your 
side in this endeavour,” Amb. 
Delahousse noted.

more headline news       more headline news 

h e  o r g a n i z i n g  
chairman of the TDemocratic People’s 

Party of Liberia (DPPL) Rev. 
David G.B. Kiamu says 
President Weah’s claim that 

by more than US$300 million in 
2021, and that inflation was 
reduced to less than 6 percent 
in November 2021, from 13.1 
percent in December 2020.

“Based on the Report that I 
have just made to you, I can 
state categorically, and with 
confidence, that the State of 
our Economy is stable and 
growing, and that the State of 
the Nation is Peaceful and 
Strong!” Mr. Weah said.

But Mr. Kiamu disagrees:  
“He said one thing that ok, the 
economy is stable and they 

the economy of Liberia is stable 
is far from reality, noting “The 
economy might be stable on 
paper but in reality, you know 
that’s not true.”  

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  
President’s statement in an 
interview with reporters in 

interpreted that in their own 
terms but you the ordinary 
people on the ground, do you 
see money everywhere, do you 
have access to money, are you 
not feeling economic pinch? 
Things are difficult.”

The Democratic People’s 
Party of Liberia (DPPL) is one of 
the newest political institutions 
in the country that was 
certificated in November 2021 
by the National Elections 
Commission joining the dozens 
of parties here. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

Kakata, Margibi County over 
the weekend, Mr. Kiamu said 
President Weah should define 
what he meant by the 
“economy is stable” when he 
delivered his Annual Message 
on 24th January to the 54th 
Legislature at the Capitol.

The DPPL executive thinks 
the  Weah  gove rnment  
i n t e r p r e t e d  e c o n o m i c  
stability in its own terms, 
wondering if the ordinary 
people in the country are not 
feeling the pinch of the 
economy.

Addressing the nation on 
Monday, January 24, 2022, 
while commenting on the 
state of the Liberian economy, 
President Weah said: “Despite 
the challenges of dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
economy grew by 3.6 percent 
from negative 3 percent in 
2020, and growth this year is 
expected to be 4.7 percent, 
t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d  
agricultural and public 
investments in social compact 
program.”

The President continued 
that in nominal value, the 
Liberian economy expanded 
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EU commends LNBA for making 
justice more accessible

Economy is stable on paper
-DPPL disagrees with President Weah

DPPL Chair Rev. David G.B. Kiamu

By Ramsey N. Singbeh, I
n Margibi county
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Prononçant son 5e message annuel à la nation le lundi 24 
janvier devant le parlement libérien, le président George 
MannehWeah a exhorté les Libériens à ne pas permettre à la 
politique de diviser la nation au point de la détruire.
C’est pourtant exactement ce que que le président est en 
train de faire.

M. Weah permet à la politique de fermer ses yeux sur la 
réalité.Ce pays est tellement divisé que le raisonnement 
parmi les Libériens comme un seul peuple ne compte plus.

Le président a mené de manière décevante son entourage,les 
responsables du parti au pouvoir, à lancer la célébration du 
bicentenaire du Libéria sur l'île de la Providence à Monrovia 
sans inviter le bloc de l'opposition et la communauté 
religieuse. Il a accusé les organisateurs du programme. Les 
200 ans d'existence du Libéria en tant que pays 
n'appartiennent pas exclusivement à une administration de 
six ans, mais à tous les citoyens, quelle que soit leur affiliation 
sociale, économique, politique et religieuse, ils doivent donc 
être impliqués.

Lorsque le président Weah ignore constamment les 
supplications des habitants de Lofa pour que leur sénateur 
élu, Brownie Samukai,prenne son siège au Sénat et restituer 
l'argent des soldats qu'il a dépensé à des fins officielles, 
enfinque ce comté soit pleinement représenté sous son 
administration,on ignore alors ce que c’estqu’une véritable 
réconciliation à I ’entendementde ce gouvernement?

D'autres peuvent fairevaloir que la question du sénateur élu 
Samukai est une affairejudiciaire et que le président ne 
devrait pas s’y mêler. C’est à juste titre; mais la vraie 
réconciliation va plus loin que de simples paroles, surtout 
lorsque les citoyens sont à genoux, implorant la grâce 
présidentielle.

L'administration se sertdela justice pour s'en prendre à des 
ennemis présumés.Mais il ferme les yeux surles actes de 
corruption endémique commisdepuisle plus haut sommetde 
l’état jusqu'à l'Autorité portuaire nationale, en passantpar la 
Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation, la Liberia Anti-
Corruption Commission et d'autres organismes publics sous sa 
surveillance en raison du népotisme et duclientélisme.

En tant que chef de l'État, le président n'a ni convoqué une 
réunion avec l'opposition ni sollicité leurs points de vue et 
perspectives sur la question de l'État. Il semble plus intéressé 
à lancer des moqueries et à aller en studio pour produire de la 
musique qu'à unir les Libériens. Mais c’estlui qui appelle à 
l'unité.

Les citoyens des comtés de Lofa,de Bong et de Nimba sont 
frustréscar ils n'ont pas la possibilité de s'asseoir dans une 
assemblée publique avec le chef du pays pour exprimer leurs 
griefs.Mais paradoxalementce même président demande aux 
Libériens de marcher dansla paix en permanence.

La route vers la paix, la réconciliation et l'unité est comme un 
chemin triangulaire où toutes les parties doivents’unir pour 
discuter. Hélas, le chef de l’Etat se tient loin dans sa zone de 
confort et envoie une branche d'olivier.

Une véritable réconciliation exige un esprit ouvert, un cœur à 
l'écoute et de la sincérité pour que la guérison nationale ait 
lieu. Le discours doit s'accompagner d’actes concrets.

Éditorialour le leader de 
l ' o p p o s i t i o n ,  
A l e x a n d e r  B .  P

Cummings, la description de 
l ' é t a t  d e  l ' é c o n o m i e  
l i b é r i e n n e  e t  d e  l a  
République faitepar le 
président Weahest non 
seulement manifestement 
fausse, mais aussi insensible, 
offensante et déconnectée 
de la réalité.

Disséquant le message 
annuel du président à 
Monrovia le lundi 31 janvier 
2022, exactement une 
semaine après que cedernier 
s'est adressé aupeuple depuis 
les locaux du parlement 
libérien en session conjointe 
au Capitole, M. Cummings, 
l e a d e r  p o l i t i q u e  d e  
l ' A l t e r na t i v e  Na t i ona l  
Congress (ANC) adit que le 
président a échoué et espère 
maintenant tromper les 
Libériens.

Selon lui, depuis que le 
p ré s i den t  Weaha  p r i s  
f o n c t i o n  e n  2 0 1 8 , l a  
croissance économique nette 
du Libéria est de ZÉRO. Et que 
l'économie est toujours 
morose et la corruption est 
endémique.

"Après avoir promis de 

créer un million d'emplois", 
note-t-il, "le chômage reste 
supérieur à 80 %, le chômage des 
jeunes est plus élevé qu'en 2017 
et le taux de change est 
élevé,tandis que les prix 
desproduitset des denrées 
alimentaires sont plus élevés 
aujourd'huique lorsque le 
président Weaharrivait au 
pouvoir ».

Le chef de l'ANC a poursuivien 
disant que la croissance 
économique libérienne est la 
plus lente de l'Union du fleuve 

Mano à ce jour, que le 
gouvernement continue 
defaire des dépenses inutiles 
et que, dans le nouveau 
budget, il dépensera plus 
d'argent pour acheter et 
entretenir de nouvelles 
voitures pour les législateurs 
qu'il n'en dépensera sur tous 
les collèges communautaires, 
l e s  é tab l i s sements  de  
format ion,  le  système 
s co l a i r e  c on so l i dé  de  
Monrovia (MCSS), les hôpitaux 

La junte a rétabli et 
amendé la Constitution 
qu’elleavaitsuspendue le 24 
janvier. Ce lundi 31 janvier 
2 0 2 2 ,  a l o r s q u e  d e s  
émissaires de l’ONU et de la 
C é d é a o é t a i e n t  à  
Ouagadougou, le MPSR a 
m i s e n  p l a c e  u n  
actefondamentaldestiné à 
assurer la continuité de 
l ’ É t a t ,  e n  a t t e n d a n t  

l’adoptiond’unecharte de la 
transition. Et cemardi, la junte 
a reçu les représentants des 
partispolitiques.

Des représentants des 
partistoutestendancesconfondu
esontétéreçus au palais de 
Kosyam, dans le cadre des 
concertationsinitiées par la 
junte, depuisplusieursjours. Le 
président du MPSR, Paul-Henri 
Dambia, les a invités à faire 
preuve de responsabilité et de 

retenue, et à accompagner la 
juntedansceprocessus ; à 
a c c o m p a g n e r  e t  à  
apporterleur contribution, 
sinécessaire.

Ilsveulentêtredansl’apolit
ismejusqu’à la f in du 
processus, et ferontappel aux 
individusqu’ilsjugerontutiles
d’

a p p e l e r ,  
commentaitAchilleTapsoba, 
leader d’unebranche du CDP, 
le parti de Blaise Camporé, à 
la sortie de cetteréunion. 
Enclair, le président du MPSR 
met les partispolitiques sur la 
t o u c h e ,  a u  
moinstemporairement, illeur 
fait comprendrequ’ils ne sont 
p l u s  a u  c e n t r e  d u  
fonctionnementpolitique, 
maisqu’ilsdoiventsoutenir le 
processusencours, au nom du 
p a t r i o t i s m e  d e  
l’uniténationale.

À la question de savoir 
sicespartispolitiques se 
tenaientdisponibles pour 
p a r t i c i p e r  à  u n  
éventuelgouvernement de 
transition : « Ce n’est pas 
d’actualité », a répondu un 
participant à la mi-journée, à 
la sortie du rendez-vous.

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Le message de réconciliation 
de Weah est un paradoxe
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L’opposant Cummings envoiedes 
fléchettes au président Weah

Coup d’État au Burkina Faso: la juntereçoit 
des représentants des partispolitiques
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durables et des investissements 
substantiels dans l'agriculture, 
indiquant que cette année, le 
président Weah a budgétisé 
ZERO DOLLAR pour le Fonds 
agricole, et en fait, pour les trois 
prochaines années, le Fonds 
agricole recevra ZÉRO DOLLAR.

I l  afait savoir que le 
gouvernement a confié le 
s e c t e u r  a g r i c o l e  à  d e s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  n o n  
gouvernementales et à des 
projets de donateurs, ajoutant : 
« Nous n'avons pas encore vu de 
croissance économique en dépit 
de l'injection de millions de 
dollars dans ce secteur. Le 
bureau du président Weah a 
même plus d'argent dans le 
budget que l'ensemble du 
ministère de l'Agriculture.

Il apoursuivi en disant que le 
gouvernement dirigé par Weah 
n'a pas seulement échoué à gérer 
l'économie, il a également 
échoué sur les questions de 
sécurité nationale, de prestation 
de services, de lutte contre la 
corruption et de consolidation 
de la démocratie. «Vous n’avez 
pas besoin que je vous dise que 
La sécurité du Libéria est faible, 
notre pays est un point de 
transbordement pour les  
drogues nocives et un foyer pour 
le blanchiment d'argent et le 
trafic d'êtres humains. Ces 
crimes internationaux nuisent à 
l'image et à la réputation de 
notre pays.

  Il a rappelé que l'année 
dernière, le président Weah a 
d e m a n d é  a u x  L i b é r i e n s  
d ' i n s ta l l e r  des  v idéosde  
surveillance dans leurs maisons, 
etàne pas comptersur son 
administrat ion pour leur 
sécurité et leur protection.Ce 
qui est pourtantle devoir le plus 
important de tout président et 
commandant en chef. Par 
conséquent, les crimes ont 
augmenté dans les rues et les 
dans communautés, tandis que 
les citoyens sont livrés à eux-
mêmes.

M. Cummings a promis que 
s’ilest président, le trafic de 
drogue au Libéria et l’utilisation 
du Libéria comme point de 
transbordement pour la drogue, 
prendront fin.Il s’est engagé à 
procéderà la réadaptation, la 
formation professionnelle, aux 
réformes pénitentiaires et 
àcréer des opportunités de 
réintégration pour les Libériens, 
et à restaurer la réputation du 
pays dans le monde en luttant 
contre le blanchiment d’argent 
et la traite des êtres humains. 

Pour lui, le Libéria n’a 
fondamentalement  pasde 
l e a d e r.  «  L e  p r é s i d e n t  
Weahserait en quarantaine, 
c’estce qui semble expliquer 
pourquoi ildit ridiculement que 
les rues, les plages et les 
communautés urbaines qui sont 
infestées de crimes sont 
“pacifiques” ».

JFK et Jackson F. Doe.
«Le président Weah et son 

administration cherchent à 
dépenser plus d'argent pour 
acheter des voitures pour 103 
p e r s o n n e s , a u  l i e u  d e  
construiredes centres de 
santé abordables pour des 
centaines de milliers de 
Libériens.

Il a indiqué qu’en quatre 
ans, le président a emprunté 
plus de 600 millions de dollars 
américains et qu'en 2018, la 
dette nationale était de 
1,039 milliard de dollars, 
mais qu'aujourd'hui, elle a 
atteint 1,690 milliard de 
dollars.Au lieu d'améliorer 
l'avenirdes enfants libériens, 
l'administration Weahne fait 
qu’aggraverlasituation du 
p a y s  e n  a c c u m u l a n t  
desdettesinutilement.

« Nous nous félicitons des 
appels du FMI, de la Banque 
mondiale et de la CEDEAO à 
restreindre la politique 
massive d'exonération fiscale 
du Libéria. Nous exhortons le 
gouvernement à donner suite 
à son acceptation par des 
actions diligentes, car les 
exonérations fiscales du 
Libéria sont abusées, le 
gouvernement du président 
W e a h a c c o r d e  d e s  
exonérations aux législateurs 
et à ses copains », a-t-il dit.

 Le président Weah a 
s i gna lé  à  l ' A s semb lée  
législative que le nombre 
d’entreprises commerciales 
e t  d ' e n t r e p r i s e s  
agroalimentaires a augmenté 
de  man iè re  p l u s  que  
significative, passant de 77 
en 2021 à 164 en 2022, alors 
qu'il existe désormais des 
c o n c e s s i o n n a i r e s  d e  
machines agricoles, avec des 
pièces de rechange et des 
ateliers.

Il a détaillé que le 
ministère de l'Agriculture a 
développé, négocié et signé, 
avec le ministère des 
F i n a n c e s  e t  d e  l a  
P l a n i f i c a t i o n  d u  
développement, de nouveaux 
projets clés évalués à plus de 
73 mill ions de dollars 
américains. Le président 
Weah a ajouté que le projet 
de  t r an s fo rmat i on  de  
l'économie rurale de la 
Banque mondiale (RETRAP), 
qui vise à étendre le projet en 
cours de transformation des 
petits exploitants et de 
revitalisation de l'agro-
industrie, STAR-P, a été 
développé pour une valeur 
totale de 55 millions de 
dollars américains.

Mais M. Cummings dit que 
bien que le Libéria soit doté 
de l'une des terres les plus 
fertiles d'Afrique pour la 
production agricole, le 
gouvernement Weah n'a pas 
réussi à réaliser des gains 
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OHANNESBOURG – Selon les décodeurs du 
Washington Post, le président des États-Unis JDonald Trump s’est livré depuis son 

investiture à plus de 13 000 déclarations fausses 
ou trompeuses. On ne peut guère s’étonner que 
certains, dans ces conditions, émettent des 
doutes sur les capacités des décodeurs du discours 
politique à répondre aux questions soulevées par 
ce nouvel âge de la désinformation.

Lorsque responsables politiques et journalistes 
d’Europe, des Amériques, d’Afrique et d’Asie se 
sont retrouvés à la Conférence mondiale pour la 
liberté des médias, qui s’est tenue à Londres, au 
mois de juillet, ils n’ont pas caché que la diffusion 
croissante de la désinformation contribue à la 
défiance envers les élus et les médias. Mais les 
solutions efficaces ne se bousculent pas. Les 
Rencontres économiques d’Aix-en-Provence, en 
2019, qui réunissaient les élites politiques et 
économiques, quelques jours plus tôt, autour du 
thème « renouer avec la confiance » partageaient 
ce constat.

Cela ne signifie pas que les solutions n’existent 
pas. En tant que dirigeants et fondateurs 
d’organisation spécialisées dans le décodage de 
l’information, en Afrique, en Amérique latine et 
en Europe, nous savons que notre travail peut 
jouer un rôle important dans la lutte contre la 
désinformation et la reconstruction de la 
confiance dans des sources fiables.

Pour remplir cette mission, il faut d’abord bien 
comprendre la nature des enjeux. Les 200 
organismes de décodage ou équipes de décodeurs 
de par le monde travaillent, pour la plupart, en 
partant de l’hypothèse qu’en fournissant aux 
citoyens des informations exactes, ils les 
conduiront généralement à réexaminer leur point 
de vue lorsque celui-ci s’est auparavant fondé sur 
de fausses informations.

Comme on pouvait s’en douter, les travaux de 
recherche sur le décodage tentent presque tous 
de démontrer cette hypothèse. Les résultats sont 
encourageants. Si personne ne peut tenir pour 
certain certain qu’en fournissant aux gens des 
informations exactes on les entraînera à réviser 
leur point de vue, les enquêtes successives ont 
prouvé que le travail des décodeurs aide les 
citoyens à reconsidérer la façon dont ils 
comprennent ce qu’on leur affirme, même 
lorsque les conclusions contredisent des 
croyances fermement enracinées.

En revanche, la publication d’informations 
vérifiées et décodées n’est pas suffisante. Quand 
bien même on disposerait de tous les moyens 
souhaitables, il demeurerait impossible d’évaluer 
l’ensemble des cas où la désinformation a pu être 
corrigée et où les gens ont eu accès à son 
décodage. Il y a par ailleurs trop de 
désinformation circulant sur les réseaux et dans le 
débat public pour qu’on puisse seulement 
imaginer pouvoir contrôler chaque affirmation 
inexacte.

C’est pourquoi, outre l’identification et la 
correction des contre-vérités les plus flagrantes, 
les décodeurs doivent travailler avec les 
responsables politiques, les médias traditionnels, 
les réseaux sociaux et d’une façon générale avec 
les acteurs de la communication afin de réduire 
les émissions d’informations fausses. Cela signifie 
solliciter les personnalités publiques pour qu’elles 
corrigent publiquement leurs erreurs, déposer 

plainte auprès des instances compétentes et former 
les acteurs médiatiques. Cela signifie aussi 
travailler avec les entreprises du secteur 
technologique afin de trouver les moyens qui 
permettront de stopper la circulation de la 
désinformation, par-delà les frontières.

Dans le même temps, les structures qui se chargent 
du décodage ne doivent pas se contenter de cibler 
les fausses informations, mais compléter leur action 
en labellisant les sources fiables et en orientant vers 
elles leurs lecteurs et leurs abonnés. Et nous devons 
travailler avec les écoles et les plateformes 
pédagogiques pour les aider à former les gens à la 
lecture de l’information et à l’identification des 
affirmations trompeuses. C’est ce que font nos 
structures, et si petites qu’elles soient, si faibles 
que soient leurs moyens, les effets se font déjà 
sentir.

Ainsi au mois de janvier, Ibrahima Diouf, 
l’économiste chargé de la rédaction du programme 
économique du Parti de l’unité et du 
rassemblement, l’une des principales formations 
politiques sénégalaises, affirmait-il à un chercheur 
de l’université de Dakar, que les auteurs des 
programmes des partis politiques accordaient 
désormais, grâce au travail des décodeurs d’Africa 
Check, plus d’attention à l’exactitude des chiffres 
qu’ils citent.

De même, en Afrique du Sud, Febe Potgieter-
Gqubule, l’une des dirigeantes de l’ANC, le parti au 
pouvoir, a-t-elle déclaré, lors d’une réunion 
publique, qu’Africa Check « joue un rôle important » 
dans la responsabilisation des partis politiques et de 
leurs dirigeants auprès des électeurs. Quelques mois 
plus tôt, la police sud-africaine avait revu ses 
statistiques de la délinquance, à la suite d’une 
intervention d’Africa Check, et admis que les 
chiffres étaient moins bons que ceux qu’elle avait 
auparavant fournis. Il est donc possible de réduire 
les émissions d’informations fausses en travaillant 
avec les pouvoirs publics.

En Argentine, Chequeado a créé le premier 
programme d’enseignement à la lecture et à la 
critique des informations auprès des jeunes. Les 
résultats de cette initiative visant à vacciner la 
jeunesse contre les dégâts causés par la 
désinformation font écho à ceux d’une enquête 
menée en Ouganda auprès de jeunes gens scolarisés 
montrant qu’après une formation du même type 
leur capacité à distinguer les informations vraies et 
fausses quant aux programmes de santé et à leurs 
succès avait fait des progrès spectaculaires.

Enfin, pour être efficace, le décodage demande 
qu’on facilite l’accès des citoyens à une information 
de qualité. Ainsi au Royaume-Uni, l’association Full 
Fact travaille-t-elle avec le Bureau national des 
statistiques non seulement afin d’ouvrir à une plus 
large audience les données de celui-ci mais à les 
présenter sous une forme aisément compréhensible. 

Si nous ne devons pas sous-estimer l’ampleur de la 
menace que font peser la désinformation et la perte 
de la confiance, ni nous méprendre sur la 
complexité des causes, le problème n’est pas aussi 
difficile à résoudre que certains semblent le croire. 
En luttant non seulement contre les symptômes de 
la désinformation et de la défiance, mais aussi 
contre les problèmes systémiques qui les sous-
tendent, les organismes de décodage, les médias, 
les pouvoirs publics et les entreprises peuvent 
résister à ces évolutions inquiétantes.

Comment le décodage peut remporter 
le combat contre la désinformation

Par Peter Cunliffe-Jones , Laura 
Zommer& Noko Makgato, Will Moy

L’opposant Cummings envoiedes 
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the ArcelorMittal MDA being 
raised with the Liberian 
authorities.

The Senate is yet to pass on 
the MDA since the approved 
version by the lower House was 
sent there for concurrence. This 
may be so due to the debate 
arising from the multi-user 
clauses within the MDA.

State and Presidential Affairs 
Minister Nathaniel F. McGill 
commenting on the debate 
during a press conference last 
week said Government owns the 

railroads but other companies 
wishing to use the assets will 
have to contribute towards 
the expansion project just as 
AML.

S O LWAY  a n d  o t h e r  
potential companies such as 
HPX which have interest in 
using the rail have opposed no 
objection in contributing 
towards the expansion 
project  but  want  the  
ambiguity surrounding the 
multi user to be cleared.  

of the population.
The EU also wonders if the 

new deal MDA is compatible 
with its objectives of 
promoting good governance 
and sustainable development 
in Liberia.

The Union questioned its 
V i ce -Pres ident  o f  the  
C o m m i s s i o n  /  H i g h  
Representative of the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy (VP/HR) of 
any awareness of  the 
controversies surrounding 
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Starts from page 11
Medical Clinic Mr. Sedwon 
Bestman said on 25 January 
2022, they discharged 32 
patients who were admitted to 
the clinic from the stampede in 
New Kru Town.

According to him, during the 
night of the incident, nine 
people were admitted at the 
clinic by several members of 
Apostle Abraham Kromah’s 
Church and additionally, three 
persons were rushed at the clinic 
the next morning, bringing the 
total number to 12 at the clinic.

The Cora Medical clinic OIC 
explained that the additional 19 
persons were sent by Rep. 
Seboe.

Also speaking, Redemption 
Hospital Medical Director, Dr. 
Williamata S. Williams-Gibson 
confirmed that they had 16 
persons admitted to the hospital  
and they were undergoing 
treatment.

But Gibson noted that they all 
have been discharged and are 
currently at their respective 
homes and very sound medically.

discharged,” he said. 
“We also understand that 

the police [are] coming up 
with their investigative 
report, but we hope they do 
that urgently because we need 
[it], said Rep. Seboe.

He noted that losing 31 
people is not something easy 
and he wants to make sure all 
those in connection to this are 
punished.

He thanked all those that 
stand with the district during 
the mourning period, adding 
that they will make sure that 
justice is served.

Health authorities in New 
Kru Town from Redemption 
Hospital and Cora Medical 
Clinic on Tuesday confirmed 
that they have discharged 
approximately 48  survivors 
from last month’s stampede at 
a crusade organized by Apostle 
Abraham Kromah, commonly 
known here as More Grace.

Speaking in an interview 
with this paper, the Officer in 
Charge (OIC) at the Cora 

She CSOs are disappointment 
over national security threat 
posed by the growing numbers of 
vulnerable youths, often 
referred to as zogoes in the 
country

M a d a m  Po p e k a i  s a y s  
President Weah failed to lay out 
clear strategy to addressing the 
menace,  re i terat ing  the  
population of zogoes poses 
increasing threat to the peace 
and security of Liberia. Editing 
by Jonathan Browne

projects has started.
“This we think is a 

disservice to the people, we 
are aware that the state of the 
n a t i o n  a d d r e s s  i s  a  
constitutional responsibility 
mandated by Article 58 of the 
Constitution, and for official 
of government to mislead the 
President to report malicious 
information to the nation is a 
crime that must not go 
unpunished, and we condemn 
this act in the strongest term” 
she says.

           WEDNESDAY       FEBRUARY   02

Rail multi-user clause 

Complete misrepresentation 

Crusade deaths 

delivered to Legislature 
recently, the former CPP 
Chairman disclosed that few 
months ago, the government 
spent millions on the Bushrod 
Island road, using concrete 
pavement, but notes that to 
his surprise, another bid has 
been announced for the same 
road. 

He says as the bid was 
being announced, the project 
had already been given to a 
company owned by a stalwart 
of the ruling CDC, noting that 
the real interest is not to 
develop the infrastructure 
but to steal from the Liberian 
people.

Cummings laments that as 
a result, “we continue to see 
issues around conflict of 
interests, poor planning, no 
value for money, and low-
q u a l i t y  e n g i n e e r i n g  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
infrastructure development 
under President Weah.”

He explains that the 
National Road Fund (NRF) is 
b e i n g  m i s m a n a g e d ,  
considering the hardship bad 
roads continue to pose to the 
movement of people, goods 
and services, adding that it is 
unacceptable that the NRF 
continues to be abused by the 
government. 

"We call for an immediate 
audit of the NRF. Audit now, or 
be audited later. Do the right 
things now, or answer for the 
wrongs later. Our cherished 

democracy is under stress and 
threats. Over the last four years, 
President Weah has sought to 
undermine the rule of law and 
rollback good governance 
practices. Political interference 
and executive overreach in the 
justice system continued, 
beginning with the politically-
motivated impeachment of 
Justice KabinehJa’neh up to and 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
persecution of formidable 
opposition leaders on trumped 
up and false charges”, he notes.

The opposit ion leader 
continues that peaceful protests 
and assemblies are being 
teargassed,  resu lt ing  to  
violence, arrests and wounding 
of peaceful citizens. 

He says President Weah and 
his administration are yet to 
realize that peaceful assemblies 
are inherent guarantees and 
ingredients for functional 
democracies while judicial 
independence is indispensable 
to  the  conso l idat ion  of  
democracy and growth of the 
economy. 

However, Mr. Cummings 
discloses that despite best 
efforts by the opposition, it has 
to be admitted that as currently 
constituted, the Collaborating 
Political Parties (CPP) may not 
make it to 2023. “But you, the 
Liberian people, collectively 
will make it to 2023. The CPP 
may have been your preferred 
vehicle for change but the need 
to change ought not to end 

because the preferred vehicle 
broke down along the way.”

He says only the failed 
leadership of President Weah 
will benefit if Liberians 
should give up on the need to 
change the direction of the 
country, urging, “We must 
never give up - we must never 
lose hope!” 

Meanwhile, Mr. Cummings 
says Presidential and General 
Elections scheduled for 
October will mean a lot to 
Liberia’s future and Liberians 
will have the chance to 
choose a new direction for 
their country.

"We must not become 
complacent nor let ourselves 
get disengaged or uninvolved. 
As we continue to see, not 
only will we continue to live 
with the consequences of the 
incompetent and corrupt 
leadership of our country if 
we fail to change it, but we 
can all be assured that things 
will only get increasingly 
worse", Cummings warns.

He reminds that after four 
years of failures, President 
Weah is hoping Liberians can 
all forget how he and his 
officials prioritized getting 
themselves rich overnight 
while they connived and 
deceived to keep Liberians 
poorer and divided.

“As  w i th  a l l  f a i l ed  
leaderships, they are looking 
to make more promises, take 
no responsibility, and siphon 

LACE is run by President 

Malian national,  exhibited 
strange behaviors such as 
leaving home early in the 
morning and returning lately.

Police in Ganta have 
launched an investigation into 
the incident.

NimbaCounty has recorded 
more than 20 suicidal cases 
since 2021 to present. Most of 
the incidents occurred in 
electoral districts four, five 

 2 7 - y e a r - o l d  
motorcyclist has Ar e p o r t e d l y  

committed suicide in Jacob 
Town, Zone 4 Community in 
Ganta, Nimba County.

Victim Abraham Dukuly, a 
father of two children was on 
M o n d a y,  3 1  J a n u a r y  
discovered hanging in an 
unfinished building.

Reason behind the alleged 
act was not made public, but 
family sources told reporters 
that prior to the  incident, the 
deceased, identified as a 

and six, near the border with 
neighboring Ivory Coast.

Majority of the cases are as a 
result of domestic quarrels, 
including women accused of 
involvement in extra-marital 
sex.

Last year, a local journalist in 
district# 8 joined the suicide list 
by allegedly taking his own life. 
Editing by Jonathan Browne

Man, 27 commits 
suicide in Ganta City

By Thomas Domah/ 
Nimba County
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espite repeated 
clarifications by 
A r c e l o r M i t t a l  D

Liberia (AML) that its third 
p r o p o s e d  M i n e r a l  
Development Agreement 
(MDA) does not seek exclusive 
control of the country’s two 
major infrastructures - the 
railroads and the Port of 
Buchanan, clauses with the 
proposed deal say otherwise.

On page 7. 2(B) of the AML 
MDA , it states that “in 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

confirmed exclusive right of 
the Concess iona i re  to  
complete the additional 
railroad capacity expansion 
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  
subparagraph 2 above, the 
Concessionaire shall pay to 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a  
nonrefundable amount of 
fifty-five Million Dollar 
(US$55,000,000.00). The 
payment shall be made in 
three installments the first 
being payment of twenty 

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
(US$20,000,000.00) being made 
no later than 30days after the 
(ratification of the) third 
amendment ,  the  second  
payment twenty-five million 
dollar (US$25, 000,000.00) being 
no later than 9 months after the 
date of the first payment and the 
third ten mill ion dollars 
(10,000,000.00), being no later 
than 9 months after the second 
payment.” 

Bu t  A r ce l o rM i t t a l  ha s  

maintained that its proposed 
agreement, the third to its initial 
MDA signed in 2005 does not seek 
any exclusive rights to the use of 
the state-owned infrastructures.

Although the House of 
Representatives passed on the 
MDA last year, it did so with a 
resolution. 

The House’s Joint Committee 
on Investment and Concession, 
ways,  Means & Finance, 
Judiciary, Lands, 
Mines & energy 

and Environment, in its 
resolution indicated that 
Article 3 of the proposed 
Amendment called for the 
company to have exclusive 
rights over the country’s 
railroads and the Port of 
Buchanan, something the 
committee argued is seen as a 
completed monopoly of the 
government’s two major 
infrastructures.

The House’ Committee 
further went on to urge the 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  
ownership of the railroad, 
Buchanan Iron Ore Port and 
related Infrastructure. It 
further recommended that 
these infrastructures be 
s t ruc tu red,  regu la ted,  
expanded and managed on a 
non-discriminatory multi-user 
basis for the benefit of all 
eligible applicants within the 
country.

Both the EU and the US 
Ambassador  here have 
expressed some concerns as 
well over the exclusive rights 
clause within the MDA.

EU High Representative 
Josep Borrell was questioned 
about the agreement in last 
month.

The EU Parliamentarians’ 
concerns followed reports 
suggesting that the new 
ArcelorMittal MDA is shrouded 
in secrecy.

Thus, the EU has raised 
q u e s t i o n s  
o v e r  t h e  
possibilities 
of corruption, 
the potential 
creation of 
rail monopoly 
a n d  t h e  
involvement 

ontserrado County 
D i s t r i c t  # 1 6  MRe p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Dickson Seboe says the number 
of victims who died following a 
stampede at a crusade last 
month in New Kru Town has hit 
31.

Health authorities initially 

confirmed 29 deaths, but Mr. 
Seboe told state broadcaster 
Tuesday, 1 February 2022  that 
the death toll has risen to 31 so 
far.

According to representative 
Seboe, the new deaths 
included three children.

He narrated that one of 
them called Patrick from 

Copper Street in New Kru Town 
died at his home several days 
after the incident, and another 
child who people walked on so 
badly, died in the same New Kru 
Town.

Meanwhile, Representative 
Seboe reported that 49 victims 
who were at Redemption 

Hospital and Cora Clinic have all 
been discharged.

‘’We had about 49 persons 
that were injured and they have 
been undergoing medical 
treatment at the Redemption 
Hospital and Cora Clinic in New 
Kru Town, but they all are 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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In our response to the President’s SONA, I spoke 
about the need to cleanse the soul of our nation. 
As leaders, and especially as men, on issues of 
gender and equality of women, which stains the 
nation’s soul, it falls upon all of us, especially 
men, to be good examples for those younger than 
us who look up to us, beginning in our own 
families. 

We must always show the highest 
consideration and respect for women and girls, 
especially our wives.

I can only hope that the alleged discussion, by 
our now President, as revealed in the book about 
his wife is not true. If it is, it is unacceptable, 
distasteful and a bad example, which should not 
be tolerated.”

society in the continuous 
disrespect and denigration of 
girls and women; I find the 
publication of the alleged 
discussion to be an error of 
judgment which in itself has 
the effect of enabling and 
fueling such reprehensible 
b e h a v i o r s  o f  m e n  
disrespecting women. 

This certainly does not 
e x c u s e  t h e  a l l e g e d  
disrespectful and privately 
invasive discussion by a 
husband of his wife, which I 
find to be disgraceful and 
offensive.

Starts from back page
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Rail multi-user clause chokes AML?

Cummings Chief

Crusade deaths hit 31
By Lincoln G. Peters
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CMYK

r. Isaac Vah Tukpah, 
the Chief of Office MStaff to Alternative 

National Congress (ANC) 
political leader Alexander B. 
Cummings has resigned his 
p o s t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
publication of excerpts of a 
book purported to be a 
biography of President 
George Weah.

Mr. Cummings had asked 
Tukpah to step aside after 
excerpts of the book, which 
purported to give personal 

explicit account of the president 
were being circulated on social 
media.

The ANC Leader: “This 
morning, I asked for and 
rece ived  the  immed ia te  
resignation of my Chief of Office 
Staff, Mr. Isaac Vah Tukpah. 

This is despite the fact that a 
book which is the object of my 
concern was written long before 
Isaac joined our team. Since 
joining the team, Mr. Tukpah has 
served with diligence and 
professionalism, and I have come 

to respect and admire his 
work. My decision was not 
taken lightly because I value 
I s a a c ’ s  w o r k s  a n d  
contributions.

However, the standards of 
alternative leadership for our 
country that we have set for 
ourselves, now and in the 
future, are particularly higher 
than the usual, and we are 
determined to maintain it. It 
means we must stand with all 
those who are right, when 
they are right, even if they 
are not our friends, and refuse 
to stand with those who are 
wrong, even if they are our 
friends and workmates.

I will continue to do so 
because this is the example of 
the quality of leadership that 
our country desperately 
needs to change course, and 
improve the lives of Liberians.

The book, co-authored by 
Mr. Tukpah, reveals an alleged 
discussion by a husband, Mr. 
George Weah of his wife. 

The revelation of the 
alleged discussion exposes a 
deviant behavior in our 
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