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CENTRAL BANK OF LIBERIA 
MARKET BUYING AND SELLING RATES
LIBERIAN DOLLARS PER US DOLLAR  

 BUYING DATE

 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 07, 2022 L$152.5508 /US$1.00 L$154.2157 /US$1.00

SELLING  

These are indicative rates based on results of daily surveys of foreign exchange market in 
Monrovia and selected cities of Liberia. These rates are collected from the Central bank, 
commercial banks, parallel market and the license forex bureaux. The rates are not set by the 
Central Bank of Liberia.
Source: Research, Policy and Planning Department, CBL
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Mansion Feb 14Mansion Feb 14
Nearly 16 years after it was gutted by fireNearly 16 years after it was gutted by fire

Liberia  faces U.S. 
targeted sanctions

 Congressman Gregory Meeks  Congressman Gregory Meeks Rep. Karen BassRep. Karen Bass
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Continental News Continental News Continental News Continental News 

frican leaders have 
complained about a A"wave" of coups, 

after five military takeovers 
in the past year.

The number of coups in 
Africa had been falling, with 
the spread of elections and 
peaceful transfers of power.

Two of the countries 
where the army has seized 
power recently - Burkina Faso 
and Mali - have been 
struggling to contain Islamist 
insurgencies.

Last week, there was an 
attempted coup in Guinea-
Bissau, which the president 
blamed on drug-trafficking 
gangs.

The country lies on a major 
transit point between cocaine-
producing countries in Latin 
America and markets in Europe.

Last week, Ghana's President 
Nana Akufo-Addo said the coup 
in Mali had been "contagious", 
encouraging military officers in 
its West African neighbours, 
Guinea and Burkina Faso, to 

c a p i t a l ,  A d d i s  A b a b a  
"condemned unequivocally... 
the wave of unconstitutional 
changes of government," said 
the head of the AU's Peace and 
Security Council, Bankole 
Adeoye, adding that military 
governments would not be 
tolerated.

F o l l o w i n g  m i l i t a r y  
takeovers, Burkina Faso, 
Guinea, Mali and Sudan have 
all been suspended from the 
AU. Mr Adeoye said this was the 
first time such action had been 
taken against  so many 
countries in a 12-month 
period.However, some have 
accused the AU of double 
standards by not suspending 
Sudan's neighbour Chad after 
the army stepped in when 
President Idriss Déby was killed 
during a battle with rebels last 
April. His son, Mahamat, was 
named as the country's new 
leader by a military council.

Many African countries saw 
coups in the years after 
independence in the 1960s and 

follow suit.
While the coups in West 

Africa were welcomed by 
many people in  those 
countries, the military 
takeover in Sudan in October 
2021 has led to numerous 
street protests demanding a 
return of civilian rule. These 
have been met with ruthless 
force, in which dozens of 
demonstrators have been 
killed.Every leader at the 
African Union's weekend 
summit in the Ethiopian 

unisia was thrown 
into further political Tturmoil on Sunday, 

after President Kais Saied 
said he was dissolving the 
country's main legal body.

It is the latest in a series of 
moves which critics say are 
leading the country towards 
authoritarian rule.

But the head of the 

Supreme Judicial Council called 
the move illegal and said it 
would continue working.

The president accuses the 
judges of bias and corruption.

"Their place is not where they 
sit now, but where the accused 
stand," 

Mr Saied said of the council 
member s  i n  h i s  s peech  
announcing the decision.

But the council said there 
was no legal framework to 
dissolve it.

Its members vowed to 
continue holding their seats 
on the independent body, 
which was set up in 2016 to 
guarantee the judiciary's 
independence.

"Judges will not stay 
silent," warned the council 
head, Youssef Bouzakher.

President Saied began 
strengthening his grip on 
power in July last year, when 
he ousted the prime minister 
and froze parliament. He 
later moved to rule by decree 
and has promised to rewrite 
the constitution.

S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  
president have welcomed his 
moves to rid the country of a 
system they see as corrupt.

But his political opponents 
accuse him of moving towards 
authoritarianism and the 
speaker of the suspended 
parliament voiced solidarity 
with the judges.

Tunisia's 2011 uprising 
against the autocratic leader 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali was 
the first in a series of 
revolutions which became 
known as the Arab Spring. BBC

70s but there had been a marked 
decline since the 1990s. The first 
two decades of this century saw 
eight military takeovers each 
but there have already been six 
since 2020.

The BBC's Kalkidan Yibeltal in 
the Ethiopian capital, Addis 
Ababa, where the summit is 
taking place, says the AU has 
been criticised for not doing 
enough to solve the continent's 
security crises, including that in 
Ethiopia, where a civil war has 
seen thousands of people killed 
and  dr iven  hundreds  o f  
thousands to the brink of 
starvation.

This was dismissed by Mr 
Adeoye, who said the AU had 
been engaged from day one and 
was working hard to mediate a 
ceasefire.

Meanwhile, the AU has 
postponed a debate on Israel's 
accreditation to the 55-member, 
pan-African body. It was given 
observer status last year - a 
decision which sparked fury in 
several countries including 
Algeria and South Africa. 
Numerous other countries and 
organisations, including the 
Palestinian Authority and China 
already have observer status, 
which means they cannot vote 
on resolutions. BBC

                                                                                

 

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION FOR VEHICLES
ILAB LIBERIA/RFQ/2022/1/28

DATE: 28/1/2022

BRIDGE-U: APPLYING RESEARCH for a HEALTHY LIBERIA 

iLab Liberia has a need for vehicles. ilab Liberia

 

is soliciting quotations from eligible and interested vendors for vehicles with details/specs stated below.  

● The vehicle must meet local regulations and should be supported by the local authorized distributor. A ll vehicle(s) must include general and/or 
tropical specifications.  

 

● The vendor must provide all necessary paperwork/documentation to the iLab Liberia to register all vehicle(s) with the proper authorities in 
Liberia. 

If importing the vehicles into Liberia, iLab Liberia

 

will accept quotations indicating that the Vendor will: a) Complete the customs clearance 
process based on duty and b) Complete the necessary importation registration paperwork, and transport/deliver the

 

vehicle in Monrovia 
(Liberia).  

 

1. Lot 1- 4x4 SUV (for the SPECIFICATION please contact ilab liberia or check on our website)www.ilabliberia.org

 
 

ALL VEHICLE QUOTED FOR SHOULD BE A US BRAND/MAKE OR MANUFACTURED AT A FACTORY IN THE US, REGARDLESS OF THE BRAND/MAKE

 

Payment Terms: √      

 

Full payment will be made within 30 days. 

 

After satisfactory delivery Goods.

 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

 

Kindly submit the following:

 

● Copy of Valid Business Registration document

 

● Copy of Valid Tax Clearance document 

 

● Vehicles must be of standardized nature

 

● Copy of brochures of Vehicle specified

 

● Delivery Time: Immediately
 

● Quote Validity Period: 1 Month or more
 

● Evidence of Delivery of Similar Contract (Purchase Order/Contract/etc) performed  

● Warranty of items for 1year or 100,0000km (whichever comes first) 

EVALUATION CRITERIA  
The evaluation of quotes will be based upon the following;

 1. Compliance with payment terms
 2. Compliance with specification 

 3. Compliance with statutory requirements

 4. Provision of warranty

 5. Evidence of having delivered similar items in the last 3 years

 
6. Pricing

Sincerely,

Anthony Kamah
Operation Manager(0770996841)

 

iLab Liberia 

Approved:__________________

 

Albert G. Luogon

 

Country Director

 

iLab Liberia (0886875229)

 

All quotes required by this RFQ must be received by mail to: info@ilabliberia.org or by hard copies to insert organization ad dress 

 

NOT LATER THAN 5PM on Two weeks from date of advertisement 

 

NOTE: Issuance of this RFQ DOES NOT constitute a commitment by iLab Liberia to award a contract. 
In case of further queries or clarification regarding the RFQ, kindly send an email to the above email address. 

iCampus150 Carey Street | Monrovia, Liberia | www.ilabliberia.org

Tunisia's top judges turn 
against president

Judges on the Supreme Judicial Council vowed 
to continue their work

African leaders complain 
about 'wave of coups'

Africa's most recent coup was in Burkina Faso two weeks ago
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PRESIDENT GEORGE MANNEH Weah is perhaps still digesting 
sharp criticisms from the opposition that greeted his Annual 
Message delivered last week Monday, 24th January 2022 before 
the 54th Legislature. Criticisms and direct challenge to the 
President’s speech from the opposition Unity Party, Liberty 
Party and the Alternative National Congress provide an 
opportunity to dissect various aspects of the address and 
separate facts from falsehood.

THE OPPOSITION UNITY Party debunked the administration’s 
claim to ownership of current road projects across the country, 
arguing that it envisioned and consummated most of those 
projects during its 12 years in power. There is no doubt that the 
UP administration under former President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf negotiated most, if not all, of the major infrastructure 
projects before leaving office, so when President Weah brags 
about infrastructure development, he should accord credit to 
his predecessor.

SIMILARLY, THE OPPOSITION Liberty Party thinks President 
Weah has no reason to brag about achievements about his 
administration that is raddled with corruption and 
incompetence. The LP instead, called on Mr. Weah to do more 
for the people of Liberia.

THEN ON MONDAY, January 31, 2022, the opposition 
Alternative National Congress thru its leader Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings laid bare, the President’s speech, discrediting with 
facts, almost everything said about the economy and state of 
the Nation.

THE REACTIONS FROM members of the opposition bloc do not 
only provide balance, but they expose gross inaccuracies 
deliberately passed on to the unsuspecting and impoverished 
citizenry by the President for political gains.    

LEADERS SHOULD BE careful about their public utterances and 
speeches because they have a way of boomeranging, 
sometimes negatively with unimaginable consequences. As it 
is usual, the Annual Message is intended to report on the 
overall outlook of the State, including development achieved 
for the past year and for the President to present his legislative 
agenda for the coming year.

BUT WHEN ISSUES are exaggerated or are deliberately fueled 
with lies for whatever motives, it would be but a while when 
truth comes stepping in to dispel the wrong perception 
created.

THOSE WRITING PRESIDENT Weah’s speech should be very 
circumspect in what they put out to the public because like the 
late Jamaican Reggae Superstar Bob Marley sings, “You can 
fool some people some time but you can’t fool all of the people 
all of the  time.”

PRESIDENT WEAH SHOULD take these criticisms as helpful 
instruments of democracy that promote a progressive society. 
It is the duty of both the opposition and civil society to 
checkmate the government of the day for democracy to thrive.

 We call on the President to take these criticisms in stride and 
move ahead with his governance, for he needs critics to 
strengthen his leadership in order to govern well. 

2022                              

The sharp criticisms 
from Weah’s 5th SONA
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CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2021.  www.project-syndicate.org

EW HAVEN – The transitory inflation 
debate in the United States is over. The Nupsurge in US inflation has turned into 

something far worse than the Federal Reserve 
expected. Perpetually optimistic financial 
markets are taking this largely in stride. The 
Fed is widely presumed to have both the 
wisdom and the firepower to keep underlying 
inflation in check. That remains to be seen.

For its part, the Fed counsels patience. It is so 
convinced that its bad forecast will eventually 
turn out to be correct that it is content to 
wait. No surprise there: The Fed telegraphed 
such a response with the “average inflation 
targeting” framework that it adopted in the 
summer of 2020. In doing so, the Fed 
indicated that it was prepared to forgive 
above-target inflation to compensate for 
years of below-target inflation. Little did it 
know what it was getting into.

In theory, average inflation targeting seemed 
to make sense – an elegant arithmetic 
consistency of undershoots balanced by 
overshoots. In practice, it was flawed from 
the start. It was an inherently backward-
looking approach, heavily conditioned by a 
long experience with slow growth and low 
inflation. The Fed believed, as did many, that 
the pandemic shock of early 2020 was cut 
from the same cloth as the 2008-09 global 
financial crisis, underscoring the possibility of 
yet another anemic, disinflationary recovery 
that could push already-low inflation 
dangerously toward deflation.

Just like Japan. Ever since the dot-com 
bubble burst in 2000, Fed policymakers have 
worried about a Japan-like endgame for a 
crisis-prone US economy – lost decades of 
economic stagnation coupled with persistent 
deflation. Those concerns are understandable 
if a crisis hits when inflation is already 
dangerously close to zero. But by fixating on 
the risks of a Japanese-style deflation, the 
Fed all but ignored the possibility of a major 
upside inflation surprise.

And that is exactly what has happened. 
Thanks to an explosive post-lockdown 
rebound in aggregate demand, which the Fed 
itself played a key role in fueling, already-
stressed global supply chains quickly snapped. 
From food, semiconductors, and energy to 
shipping, homes, and wages, today’s 
multiplicity of price and cost pressures are far 
too numerous to count. Transitory one-off 
price adjustments became pervasive, and a 
major inflation shock is now at hand.

But there is an added complication – the Fed’s 
belief in the magical powers of its balance 
sheet. Like average inflation targeting, 
quantitative easing was also born of recent 
crises. Ben Bernanke, first as Fed governor, 
then as chair, led the charge in cataloging the 
endless list of unconventional policy options 
that a fiat monetary system has at its disposal 
when the nominal policy rate nears the zero 
bound.

Bernanke first couched this in terms of a 
thought exercise in 2002, stressing the Fed’s 
unlimited capacity for liquidity injections via 

asset purchases should deflationary risks 
mount. But when reality came close to the 
hypothetical in 2009, Bernanke’s script became 
an action plan – as it did once again in the 
depths of the COVID-19 shock of 2020. While out 
of basis points at the zero bound, the ever-
creative Fed was never out of ammunition.

The challenge comes with normalization – 
restoring monetary policy to pre-crisis settings. 
And for both the conventional benchmark 
policy interest rate and the unconventional 
balance sheet, the Fed has yet to figure this 
out.

The Fed faces two complications in policy 
normalization. First, unwinding ultra-
accommodative monetary policies is a delicate 
operation that raises the possibility of 
corrections in asset markets and in the asset-
dependent real economy. Second, there is 
confusion over the timeframe of normalization 
– how long it takes to return policy to its pre-
crisis settings. That is because, until now, there 
has never been an urgency to normalize. The 
persistence of low, and often below-target, 
inflation would give an inflation-targeting 
central bank plenty of leeway to feel its way 
gradually, step by step, down the road to 
normalization.

Think again. Now the Fed must normalize in the 
face of an inflation shock. This calls into 
question the glacial process envisioned in a low-
inflation normalization scenario. The Fed has 
failed to make this important distinction. It has 
telegraphed a mechanistic unwinding of the 
two-step approach it used in the depths of the 
crisis. The Fed views normalization simply as a 
reverse operation – reining in its balance sheet 
first and then hiking the policy rate.

While that sequencing might be appropriate in a 
low-inflation environment, an inflation shock 
makes it unworkable. The preferred first step, 
balance-sheet adjustments, is likely to have 
only a limited impact on the real economy and 
inflation. Balance-sheet transmission channels, 
running through long-term interest rates and 
lagged wealth effects from adjustments in 
asset prices, are highly circuitous, at best. The 
Fed needs to reassess its mechanistic approach 
to policy sequencing.

With inflationary pressures now going from 
transitory to pervasive, the policy rate should 
be the first line of defense, not the final shoe to 
drop. In real (inflation-adjusted) terms, the 
federal funds rate, currently at -6%, is deeper in 
negative territory than it was at the lows of the 
mid-1970s (-5% in February 1975), when 
monetary-policy blunders set the stage for the 
Great Inflation. Today’s Fed is woefully behind 
the curve.

My advice to the Federal Open Market 
Committee: It is time to up the ante on creative 
thinking. With inflation surging, stop defending 
a bad forecast, and forget about tinkering with 
the balance sheet. Get on with the heavy lifting 
of raising interest rates before it is too late. 
Independent central bankers can well afford to 
ignore the predictable political backlash. I only 
wish the rest of us could do the same.

The Fed Must Think Creatively Again

By Stephen S. Roach
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTING SERVICES – FIRM SELECTION)
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Vacancy Notice No. BTL/2001/001  Extension Date:                                        
26 January  2022  

Duty Station:  Monrovia, Liberia  New Deadline:                                            
09 February  2022 @ 4:00 p.m.

 
Baker Tilly Liberia, Ltd. on behalf of a leading 
client, the Liberian Bank for Development and 

Investment (LBDI), is looking to recruit a qualified 
Liberian to be the next President/Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO).

The President and Chief Executive Officer (the 
“CEO”) is the head of the Executive Management 
Team of the Liberian Bank for Development and 
Investment (LBDI).  He/She is appointed by the Board 
of Directors consistent with Section 64.31 of the 
Bank's Charter and the Prudential Regulations of the 
Central Bank.  He/She shall serve as the Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Board consistent 
with the relevant provisions of the Bank's Charter and 
By-Laws.

1. The President/CEO will be responsible for: 
provision of strategic leadership, general 
supervision, management and administration of 
the vision, direction and operations the Bank;

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Duties and Responsibilities

He/She shall, on a day-to-day basis, be the 
Chief Marketing Officer and Ambassador of the 
Institution and shall act in accordance with the 
plans and policies approved by the Board;

He/She shall be the principal contact and chief 
representative of the Bank to promote the 
policies and articulate the interest of the Bank 
to all stakeholders, including the Government 
of Liberia and multilateral institutions;

He/She shall administer the affairs of the Bank 
within the parameters established by the Board 
of Directors and the Bank's Act;

He/She shall serve as principal signatory for the 
commitment and authorization funds against 
capital and operating plans consistent with the 
guidelines set up in Bank's Charter and By-Laws 
as well as other enabling legislations and 
regulations as may be applicable;

Under the supervision of the Board of Directors, 
he/she shall have the power to commit 
resources, enter into agreements, contracts, 
leases, etc. in the ordinary course of business, 
in order pursue the approved plans, and 
objectives of the Bank as provided for.  
However, that major commitments, exposures 
and risks shall be reported to the Board on a 
regular and timely basis consistent with 
regulations applicable;

He/She shall identify the principals risks of the 

Bank's business and implement appropriate systems 
to manage those risks;

He/She shall lead the review of the Bank's 
performance strategy including identification of 
targets and goals as well as compensations for senior 
management in consultation with the Board of 
Directors;

He/She shall establish effective control and co-
ordination mechanisms for all operations and 
activities, ensure the integrity of the internal control 
and management systems;

He/She shall manage the required interfaces 
between the Bank and the industry, Government and 
stakeholders and shall be the principal spokesperson 
for the Bank at all times;

He/She shall ensure the safe and efficient 
operation of the Bank in conformity with and in 
accordance with laws, regulations of the Institution, 
the Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) and all other 
institutional codes, conflict of Interest Guidelines, 
sound business practice and in accordance with the 
policies and practices approved by the Board of 
Directors;

He/She shall foster a corporate culture that 
promotes ethical practices and encourages individual 
integrity and social responsibility; and

Perform all other functions and duties as may be 
conferred or imposed from time to time by the Board 
of Directors of the Bank. .

Education and Experience:
ØA Masters Degree in Banking, Finance and 

Management, Economics or any Business Management 
Field minimum;

ØA minimum of 15 years of work experience in the 
Banking industry, at least 10 of those years must be in 
the Liberian Banking Industry;

ØMust be fluent in English; knowledge in French is an 
added advantage;

ØMust have experience in working with or 
understanding the requirements of multilateral 
financial institutions and knowledgeable of Financial 
Institutions monitoring framework;

ØMust have proven senior level management 
experience at a financial institution in Liberia or 
beyond;

ØMust have experience in banking operations, credit 
appraisals, compliance, procurement and general 
administration; and

ØMust have knowledge of computer software 
application/appreciation;

ØApplicants should not be more than age 55.
All interested candidates are required to submit their 
applications along with CVs and copies of academic and 
professional credentials via email: 

 within the set timeframe.  
Kindly note that only Short-listed candidates will be 

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

info@bakertillyliberia.com

LBDI President/CEO - Job Advertisement

info@bakertillyliberia.com
www.bakertillyliberia.com

mailto:info@bakertillyliberia.com
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h e  N a t i o n a l  
Chairman of the TBoard of Directors of 

U n i o n s  o f  L i b e r i a n  
Associations in the Americas 
(ULAA), Mr. Alfred Sieh has 
c ommended  Pr e s i den t  
George Weah for his bold 
stands on the passage of the 
dual citizenship bill.

Speaking in an interview 
with the New Dawn over the 
weekend, Mr. Sieh said the 

steps taken by Mr. Weah on the 
dual citizenship issue are 
welcoming and would end the 
discrimination against natural-
born Liberians who have 
a c q u i r e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  
elsewhere.He said as the law 
stands it seems to favor 
foreigners who naturalized as 
Liberians than natural-born 
Liberians who have taken up 
second citizenship in the 
diaspora.

Delivering his 5th State of 
the  Nat ion  Addres s  a  
forthright ago, President 
Weah noted that the country’s 
current Alien and Nationality 
Law undermines the quest for 
unity among Liberians.

The President, therefore, 
wants a dual citizenship bill 
before the Liberian Senate 
passed into Law to prohibit 
the discrimination against 
Liberians in the diaspora that 
have taken up nationalities of 
those countries.

Liberia’s current Alien and 
Nationality Law prohibits dual 
nationality except in limited 
circumstances. However, 
there is no specific ban 
against having multiple 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
constitution. There is also no 
specific provision allowing 
dual nationality.As the Law 
stands, it discriminates 
against Liberians holding 
citizenship of other countries 
prohibiting them from fully 
participating in politics, or 
any rights enjoyed by natural-
born Liberians.

The Supreme Court on 
December 23, 2019, handed 
down an opinion, which 
acknowledged that certain 
provisions of the Alien and 

more headline news       more headline news 

he Armed Forces of 
L i b e r i a  ( A F L ) ,  TLonestar Cell MTN 

and the Ministry of Defense 
(MOD) over the weekend 
carried out a joint clean up 
exercise and held a brief 
memorial for all those that 
lost their lives in the Borough 
of New Kru Town during a 
crusade stampede last 
month.

The memorial service was 
held at the D. Twe Sports 
pitch in New Kru Town, aimed 
at remembering the dead and 
identifying with the families 
of the victims.

The service began with a 
community outreach cleanup 
campaign which started from 
the Point Four Junction, 
continued at the newly 
constructed Duala Market and 
ended in the Borough of Kru 
Town.

The day’s  act iv it ies  
cl imaxed with a brief 
memorial service for all those 
who died during a stampede 
that occurred when Apostle 
Abraham Kromah, Senior 
Pastor of the Living World 
International Ministries, 
organized a night - time 
crusade on the D. Twe Sports 
Pitch. 

Officials say 31 victims died 
and several others were injured 
as a result of the stampede.

The cleanup exercise started 
as early as 6:45 AM and it was 
done through the joint - effort of 
the AFL, MOD and Lonestar Cell 
MTN as part of their civilian 
outreach service ahead of this 
year’s celebration of the Armed 
Forces Day which is done on 11 
February each year.

The  exe r c i s e  b rough t  
together soldiers from the 
Barclay Training Center (B.T.C) 

barracks based at the Ministry 
of Defense down Lynch Street, 
and the Free Zone barrack on 
the Bushrod Island.

They were accompanied by 
the army band which played 
as the community service was 
being carried out.

It attracted a huge number 
of  res idents  f rom the 
commun i t i e s  i n c l ud ing  
women and children who 
stood by the road and 
watched the three institutions 
carry out the cleanup 
exercise.

CONT’D ON PAGE 10

he President of the 
A b u n d a n t  L i f e  TInternational School 

of Ministries (ALISM) Rev. 
Alphonso B. Korleh says 
previous governments have 
s h o w n  t h e  s a m e  b a d  
governance and corruption 
which promoted the 1980 coup 
and killings of so many people, 
but claims also that the 
government under President 
G e o r g e  M a n n e h We a h ’s  
leadership is the worst of all.

"Listen to me, today, we are 
feeling the shame of the worst 
corruption ever in this 
country's history under this 
leadership,” Rev. Korleh said 
Saturday, 5 February 2022 at 
his Church on the Japan 
F r e e w a y  w h e n  A L I S M  
graduated its first class.

The clergy suggested that 
there is no change, arguing 
that poverty, corruption, 
nepotism, tribalism and party 

affiliation for jobs are all over 
here today as compared to 
past governments.

“So again I say, the 1980 
coup was useless, unnecessary 
and complete waste of time 
because it just took away best 
brains of Liberia and those 
things we claim to fight 
against are on a very high scale 
in our society,” Rev. Korleh 
said further when he charged 
and presented certificates to 
graduates over the weekend.

Rev. Korleh, the Senior 
Pastor of the Abundant Life 
International Ministry, noted 
that it’s not possible for 
Liberia to ever rise if Liberians 
do not have the right people 
for leadership.

He believes that through 
the coup of 1980, the devil was 
stepping on Liberia and the 
rise of knowledge in the 
country.

The clergy added that the 

coup left the country in 
hardship, suffering, pain and 
sorrow which he claims are 
being increased daily by the 
Weah - led government and 
affecting the lives of the 
people.

Rev. Korleh indicated that 
the 1980 coup planners believed 
that they staged the coup to do 
a w a y  w i t h  c o r r u p t i o n ,  
nepotism, bad governance, 
hardship and to restore 
economic freedom, among 
other things.

But he said since the coup, 
nothing has changed and 
governments after another 
continue to demonstrate lack of 
patriotism and love for the 
country.

Commenting on Liberia’s 
human capital development, 
the Liberian clergy explained 
that the power of any nation is 
human resource capacity 
development.

He said no country is strong 
because of the iron ore, oil and 
other natural resources, but 
because of its human resource 
capacity.

According to him, a country 
can have all the natural 
resources, but when the 
knowledge to bring equal 
distribution of wealth is lacking, 
it’s people will just be beating 
the air.

The clergy noted that Liberia 
and the government are silent 
on human resource capacity 
development, recommending 
that the country needs books to 
better the citizens so that they 
can develop their country 
through positive and inclusive 
development.

"Ou r  human  re sou rce  
capacity is under fire and it tells 
us that there is a war in the 
mere system because jobs are 
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-For bold steps on dual citizenship

Mr. Alfred Sieh ULAA National Chairman 
of the Board of Directors

ULAA Chair commends Weah

AFL, Lonestar Cell MTN memorialize 
crusade victims

By Lincoln G. Peters 

Clergy claims worsened 
corruption under Weah

By Lincoln G. Peters
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arth Angels FC has 
defeated Shaitta EAngels FC 3-0 to 

begin the second phase of the 
Liberia Football Association 
(LFA) Orange Women’s 
Division League. 

Princess Nyanka’s one goal 
and RebbecaTarr’s brace 
were enough to give the 
Angles all three points at the 
George Weah Technical 
Center over the weekend. 

The 2018/2019 Liberia 
Football Association Women's 
Champions are struggling 
greatly this season after 
playing 10 League games, lost 
six , drew three and won one. 

he political leader of 
the  A l te rna t i ve  TNational Congress 

(ANC), Mr. Alexander B. 
Cummings over the weekend 
continue his nationwide 
engagement in Tubmanburg, 
Bomi County to induct the 
local leadership of the ANC 
Global Youth Movement 
(GYM) into office. 

While in Bomi over the 
weekend, the ANC leader also 
participated in several 

The Angels currently sit 
second to bottom of the nine 
teams log with 6 points. 

At Tusa Field,  Soccer 
Ambassador FC also beat Blanco 
FC 5-0 to maintain 5th place 
with 13 points.  

A brace from Lewis Brown and 
each from Wonder Jure, 
Z i n e b u S a w a r e y  a n d  
MarsueForkaphand were enough 
to secure the win.  

Also at Tusa Field in 
Gardnersville, City Football 
Academy defeated Hippo FC 1-0 
with Amanda Fahn’s lone goal to 
take the City Girls third place on 
the table with 19 points.

 Defending Champions 

activities organized by GYM. 
GYM is one of the many youth 

groups supporting me and the 
Alternative National Congress 
(ANC) in general. 

The GYM, is said to have 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
the party’s efforts to make 
Liberia a better country for 
everyone. 

“I am happy that the young 
people, women and men who 
came from different parts of 
Bomi County to participate in 

D e t e r m i n e   G i r l s  F C  
maintained the top of the 
table as PaulinoAbotsu and 
BountouSylla scored four 
each, and  two goals each 
from Ruth Wesseh, Sylvia 
Pyne,  Marthaline  Moore, 
while Jennie Tisdell and 
Josephine Palipue scored one 
each. Determined Girls FC 
have played 9 games  without 
a defeat since the start of this 
season.   

Determined Girls have 
collected 27 points from 9 
games with a game in hand 
with Shaitta Angels FC. 

And to climax the day at 
the Nancy B. Doe Stadium, 
Amb.  FC whipped World  Girls 
FC 3-0  to remain in second 
place in the LFA/Orange 
National Women's League 
table with 27 points from 10 
league games. 

Meanwhile at SKD Practice 
Pitch, DC Shooters had 2 
against 16 for Determined 
Girls FC.  

At George Weah Technical 
Center, Shaitta Angels FC had 
0 while Earth Angels FC had 3. 

Tusa Field Sports Pitch: 
Soccer Ambassador 5-0 

Blanco FC  
Tusa Field Sports Pitch: 
City Football Academy 1- 0 

Hippo FC  
Nancy B. Doe: 
Ambassador FC 3-0 World 

Girls FC 

the GYM activities, were 
exuberant and motivated 
about the real change we are 
working to achieve in 
Liberia,” said Mr. Cummings.

Cummings also reassured 
the GYM that ANC, LP and 
other Liberians with similar 
desire, will never let Liberians 
down. “We will do the real 
work, make the difficult 
decisions, make the right 
choices and do things 
differently,” he said.

The ANC leader also 
reiterated that Liberia will 
not change simply because 
“we wish for it to change - we 
must do the work to change 
Liberia.”

He expressed his gratitude 
to GYM and its mastermind, 
Kawii “Duke” Jayjay, the 
people of Bomi County and to 
all Liberians who are joining 
the party in its effort to do 
things differently. 

“Let us continue to recruit 
more Liberians to join us, 
regardless of who they are or 
what their political views are. 
We must work tirelessly to 
make them realize that we 
are offering REAL CHANGE.

I am also thankful to Bomi 
County Senator, Hon. Edwin 
M. Snowe who made a brief 
stop to greet us,” he added.

he Environmental 
Protection Agency of TLiberia (EPA) has 

disclosed plans to raze 
structures erected around the 
Kpatawee Wetlands in Bong 
C o u n t y,  w i t h o u t  i t ’ s  
authorization.

Kpatawee is one of Liberia’s 
five wetlands of international 
importance under the Ramsar 
Convention, which serves as a 
majo r  wate r  re se rvo i r  
uniquely characterize with a 
water fall.

It also serves as a habitat 
for diverse animal and plant 
species, as well as home for 
endangered three-cusped 
P a n g o l i n  a n d  W a t e r  
Chevrotain.

A study conducted by 
environmental scientists and 
technicians establishes that 
people are encroaching on the 
waterfall to an extend that the 
wetland may soon lost its 

conservation value and 
international importance.

Against this backdrop, EPA 
Executive Director, Prof. 
Wilson K. Tarpeh said that all 
structures erected in the 
w e t l a n d s  w i t h o u t  
authorization from the EPA will 
be demolished. 

The EPA is the Government 
of Liberia focal entity for the 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
environment and natural 
resources.

Speaking at the 2022 World 
Wetlands Day Celebration on 
February 2, 2022 in Kpatawee, 
Prof. Tarpeh explained that it 
is important that Liberians 
conserve and use wetlands 
wisely, because doing so will 
signify Liberia’s obligatory 
fulfillment under the Ramsar 
Convention.

Prof. Tarpeh disclosed that 
last year, the EPA undertook an 
a s se s sment  m i s s i on  to  
determine current status of 
Kpatawee predicated upon 
numerous complaints and 
reports highlighting the 
increasing wave of pit sawing 

a n d  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  a n d  
unregulated activities.

“Key finding of the report 
indicated that Kpatawee 
Waterfall continue to be 
degraded leading to gradual 
decline of its ecological 
integrity,  especial ly  i ts  
watershed importance that had 
given rise to this waterfall,” he 
said.

Prof. Tarpeh indicated that 
cognizant of EPA’s statutory 
mandate to protect this 
ecosystem, the Agency signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with Jalk Enterprise to assist in 
protecting the Kpatawee 
Waterfall through series of 
activities such as awareness 
raising, helping to maintain the 
forest canopy, promoting 
ecotourism and many others. 

“Today, little calm has 
returned to this waterfall, but 
we need to do more.  I look 
forward to receive Kpatawee 

Waterfall Management Plan 
w h i c h  w i l l  t a k e  i n t o  
cons iderat ion agreeable 
activities that Jalk and the 
inhabitants will undertake in 
protecting the waterfall, 
conserv ing  b iod ivers i ty,  
addressing the livelihood of the 
local inhabitants and above all 
promoting the Pro Poor Agenda 
f o r  P r o s p e r i t y  a n d  
Development,” Tarpeh added.

For his part, Levi Z. Piah, 
Focal Point of the Ramsar 
Convention at the EPA pleaded 
for support for the official 
gazzettment of the Kpatawee 
Waterfall.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Deputy Head of 
Mission at Sweden Embassy, 
Johan Romare said protecting 
wetlands, and using them 
sensibly, are part of critical 
ways Liberia can achieve 
sustainable development.

He indicated that wetlands 
support Liberia and Liberians, 
in so many different ways, 
i n c l u d i n g  k e e p i n g  o u r  
landscape in better shape, 
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EPA to raze illegal Structures 
at Kpatawee Waterfall

Cummings continues nationwide engagement

Earth Angels FC grabs first win
By Naneka Hoffman
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Prononçant son 5e message annuel à la nation le lundi 24 
janvier devant le parlement libérien, le président George 
MannehWeah a exhorté les Libériens à ne pas permettre à la 
politique de diviser la nation au point de la détruire.
C’est pourtant exactement ce que que le président est en 
train de faire.

M. Weah permet à la politique de fermer ses yeux sur la 
réalité.Ce pays est tellement divisé que le raisonnement 
parmi les Libériens comme un seul peuple ne compte plus.

Le président a mené de manière décevante son entourage,les 
responsables du parti au pouvoir, à lancer la célébration du 
bicentenaire du Libéria sur l'île de la Providence à Monrovia 
sans inviter le bloc de l'opposition et la communauté 
religieuse. Il a accusé les organisateurs du programme. Les 
200 ans d'existence du Libéria en tant que pays 
n'appartiennent pas exclusivement à une administration de 
six ans, mais à tous les citoyens, quelle que soit leur affiliation 
sociale, économique, politique et religieuse, ils doivent donc 
être impliqués.

Lorsque le président Weah ignore constamment les 
supplications des habitants de Lofa pour que leur sénateur 
élu, Brownie Samukai,prenne son siège au Sénat et restituer 
l'argent des soldats qu'il a dépensé à des fins officielles, 
enfinque ce comté soit pleinement représenté sous son 
administration,on ignore alors ce que c’estqu’une véritable 
réconciliation à I ’entendementde ce gouvernement?

D'autres peuvent fairevaloir que la question du sénateur élu 
Samukai est une affairejudiciaire et que le président ne 
devrait pas s’y mêler. C’est à juste titre; mais la vraie 
réconciliation va plus loin que de simples paroles, surtout 
lorsque les citoyens sont à genoux, implorant la grâce 
présidentielle.

L'administration se sertdela justice pour s'en prendre à des 
ennemis présumés.Mais il ferme les yeux surles actes de 
corruption endémique commisdepuisle plus haut sommetde 
l’état jusqu'à l'Autorité portuaire nationale, en passantpar la 
Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation, la Liberia Anti-
Corruption Commission et d'autres organismes publics sous sa 
surveillance en raison du népotisme et duclientélisme.

En tant que chef de l'État, le président n'a ni convoqué une 
réunion avec l'opposition ni sollicité leurs points de vue et 
perspectives sur la question de l'État. Il semble plus intéressé 
à lancer des moqueries et à aller en studio pour produire de la 
musique qu'à unir les Libériens. Mais c’estlui qui appelle à 
l'unité.

Les citoyens des comtés de Lofa,de Bong et de Nimba sont 
frustréscar ils n'ont pas la possibilité de s'asseoir dans une 
assemblée publique avec le chef du pays pour exprimer leurs 
griefs.Mais paradoxalementce même président demande aux 
Libériens de marcher dansla paix en permanence.

La route vers la paix, la réconciliation et l'unité est comme un 
chemin triangulaire où toutes les parties doivents’unir pour 
discuter. Hélas, le chef de l’Etat se tient loin dans sa zone de 
confort et envoie une branche d'olivier.

Une véritable réconciliation exige un esprit ouvert, un cœur à 
l'écoute et de la sincérité pour que la guérison nationale ait 
lieu. Le discours doit s'accompagner d’actes concrets.

Éditoriale qui a commencé 
c o m m e  d e s  Cquerelles politiques 

e n t r e  p a r t i s  
politiquesmembres de la 
Co l l abo ra t i onde spa r t i s  
politiques (PPC) a explosé en 
une série d’actions en 
justice.

La situation est devenue 
tellement honteuse qu’ona 
l’impression qu’il s’agit d’un 
jeu entre lechat et la souris.

En effet, jeudi dernier, le 
tribunal de première instance 
de Monrovia a ordonné 
l’arrestation du président du 
Parti de la liberté (LP), Musa 
Hassan Bility, qui fut expulsé 
de manière controversée,et 
de M. Martin S. Kollah. Les 
deux hommes sont poursuivis 
pour faux et usage de faux, 
association de malfaiteurs et 
facilitation criminelle.

I l y  a  q u e l q u e s  
jours,M.Bilityavaitportéplain
te contre le sénateur Darius 
Dillon touten réclamant la 
bagatelle d’environ 1 million 
de dollars américains en 
dommages-intérêts pour 
diffamation.

Depuis plusieurs mois, le 
Liberty Party est divisé en 
deux factions entre M. Bility 

et lasénatriceNyonbleeKarnga – 
Lawrence, leader politique du 
parti.

A u  d é p a r t ,  l e s  d e u x  
responsables s’étaientsuspendu 
mutuellement du LP.C’est le cas 
la semaine dernière où la faction 
dela sénatriceKarnga – Lawrence 
a procédé à l’expulsionde Bility 
et d’autres membres du parti.

Pour sa part, Bility a 
également intentéune action en 
justice contre le sénateur de 
Montserrado Abraham Darius 
Dillon en dommages-intérêts 

pour diffamation.Ilreproche 
au sénateur del’avoir traité 
de criminel.

Mais à la suite de la 
dernière plainte déposée par 
les partisans du LP Romeo 
Coker, Jeremy Russell et 
NapoleonWeah contre M. 
B i l i t y,  l e  m a g i s t r a t  
stipendiaire du tribunal de la 
v i l l e  d e  M o n r o v i a ,  
JomahJallah, a émis un 
mandat d’arrêt contre le 
président du Liberty Party.

L e s  g o u v e r n e m e n t s  
français et libérien ont signé 
mercredi un accord de 
subvention de 10 millions 
d’euros pour soutenir les 
communautés vulnérables 
dans le cadre du projet de 
développement intégré du 
Grand Monrovia.

L’ambassadeur français 
Michael ROUX représentait le 
gouvernement français, 
tandis que le vice-ministre 
de la gestion économique, 

Augustus J. Flomo, représentait 
le gouvernement libérien lors de 
la signature.Le vice-ministre 
libérien des Finances, Augustus 
J. Flomo, a déclaré que le projet 
contribuera à améliorer les 
conditions de vie de la 
population en réduisant leur 
vulnérabilité aux effets du 
changement climatique et en 
renforçant les capacités de 
gestion urbaine.L’honorable 
Flomo aindiqué que le projet 
soutiendra spécifiquement trois 

quartiers du Grand Monrovia 
à travers l’amélioration de 
l’accès aux services de base, 
des infrastructures de 
mobilité douce et des 
espaces publics de qualité 
adaptés et résilients aux 
effets  du changement 
climatique.

I l  a  f é l i c i t é  l e  
gouvernement français  
d’avoir veillé à ce que ses 
projets soient alignés sur les 
p r o g r a m m e s  d e  
développement du Libéria.

L e  p r o j e t ,  s e l o n  
l’ambassadeur français 
Michael ROUX, fournira des 
s e r v i c e s  e t  d e s  
infrastructures de base aux 
c o m m u n a u t é s  l o c a l e s  
exposées à de mauvaises 
conditions de vie et très 
vulnérables aux effets du 
changement climatique dans 
le grand Monrovia.

ROUX a expliqué que la 
cérémonie de signature fait 
suite à la promesse faite par 
le ministre français des 
Affaires étrangères en juin 
2021 au ministre libérien des 
Affaires étrangères.

«  C e  p r o j e t  d e  

CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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L’opposition libérienne 
continue de s’entredéchirer

La France soutient les communautés vulnérables du 
Libéria avec une subvention de 10 millions d’euros
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Bility et de S.G. Kollah étant 
illégal, criminel, illégal et 
intentionnel, il viole les articles 
15.70 et 10.2.13 de la loi pénale 
du Libéria.

Mais s’exprimant dans une 
interview avec des journalistes, 
l ’avocat représentant le  
président Bility, Me Arthur T. 
Johnson a  déclaré qu’ i l  
vaintroduire une requête pour 
exigerdes preuves.

Il a décrit le mandat d’arrêt 
et les chargesportées contre son 
client comme un simple bluff et 
une tactique dilatoire de la part 
du procureur.

Me Johnson a faitvaloir que 
l ’ a c c u s a t i o n n ’ a  a u c u n e  
preuve.C’est un non lieu.

“Je vais demander l’avis 
d’assignation tout de suite au 
juge pour [savoir quelles sont 
lespreuves ]. Je suis avocat 
desaffaires criminelles et j’ai lu 
l’assignation, ce n’est pas une 
affaire mais une caricature et je 
ne veux pas aller en profondeur, 
mais lorsque nous ferons la tâche 
pour la prochaine audience, 
nous irons directement pour 
sortir l’affaire du tribunal », a 
déclaré le conseiller Johnson.

Selon lui, en vertu de la loi 
libérienne, en particulier la loi 
de procédure pénale, la charge 
de la preuve incombe à la partie 
qui fait les allégations.

Johnson a déclaré qu’ils 
devaient dire la vérité en vertu 
de la doctrine du doute 
raisonnable.

« … Nous demanderons que 
leurs preuves nous soient 
p r é s e n t é e s .  S e l o n  l a  
Const i tut ion  du  L ibér ia ,  
personne ne sera autorisé ou 
contraint de produire des 
preuves contre lui-même dans 
une [affaire] pénale, ainsi cela 
ne peut pas se produire dans 
notre cas », a ditMe Johnson.

L e  m a n d a t  d ’ a r r ê t  
ordonnait au juge de paix, le 
capitaine de police Larry 
Gormoryo et son adjoint « 
d’arrêter les corps vivants de 
Musa Hassan Bility et de 
Martin S. Kollah ».

“Il vous est ordonné par la 
présente d’arrêter les corps 
vivants de Musa Hassan Bility 
et de Martin S. Kollah, à 
i d e n t i f i e r  c o m m e d e s  
accusés, et de les amener 
immédiatement devant le 
tribunal de la ville de 
Monrovia pour répondre des 
crimes de contrefaçon, 
d’association de malfaiteurs 
et de facilitation criminelle”, 
a ordonné le magistrat.

Selon le document, les 
plaignants Coker et d’autres 
ont allégué qu’au cours de la 
période de janvier 2021 à 
Gbanga, dans le comté de 
Bong, M. Bility et M. Kollah, 
dans l’intention de tromper 
les partisans du Liberty Party 
ainsi que le public, ont 
conspiré et délibérément, 
c r i m i n e l l e m e n t  e t  
intentionnellement modifié 
lesstatutset règlement du 
Liberty Party.

Les accusés auraient 
commis l’acte après la 
convention du Liberty Party 
avantde soumettre les 
documents à la Commission 
électorale nationale (NEC), 
sachant pertinemment qu’ils 
n’étaient pas autorisés à le 
faire.

Les plaignants ont déclaré 
que les accusés avaient agi 
a v e c  u n e  i n t e n t i o n  
malveillante et criminelle, 
sachant qu’ils n’étaient pas 
les organisateurs de la 
convention.

Le document a conclu que 
l’acte allégué du président 
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AMBRIDGE – Qui va résoudre le problème 
du chaos financier qui va survenir dans les Cpays émergents si une inflation 

persistante conduit la Fed (Réserve fédérale 
américaine) à augmenter sensiblement les taux 
d'intérêt ? Le FMI auquel revient normalement 
la responsabilité d'intervenir en cas d'urgence 
ne montre guère d'empressement pour se 
confronter à cette tâche. Plutôt que de s'en 
tenir à sa mission habituelle, donner un coup de 
pouce aux pays endettés pour qu'ils s'en sortir 
par eux-mêmes, il essaye de se transformer en 
organisation humanitaire.

Il est certes plus agréable de tenir le rôle du 
Père Noël que celui du Méchant, d'autant que le 
budget que les pays riches consacrent à l'aide 
est très insuffisant. Depuis longtemps je 
défends l'idée d'une banque mondiale du 
carbone pour canaliser les subventions et la 
technologie voulue vers les pays à faible 
revenu. Par ailleurs, les arguments en faveur du 
financement d'une restructuration de l'OMS 
pour combattre la pandémie sont convaincants. 
Pourtant, dans un monde où le flux des capitaux 
privés dépasse largement en volume celui des 
prêts publics, les programmes traditionnels du 
FMI ont encore un rôle essentiel à jouer pour 
gérer et amortir les crises financières.

Or ces programmes ont été largement délaissés 
pendant la pandémie, et il sera difficile de les 
rétablir. Accorder des financements sans trop 
de conditions avait du sens lors du début de la 
crise du COVID-19. Mais le FMI étant 
essentiellement structuré comme un organisme 
de crédit, il devra un jour être remboursé, si ce 
n'est à faire faillite lui-même. Pour se faire une 
idée de ce qui pourrait arriver, il suffit de 
considérer les tensions avec l'Argentine. Ce 
pays rechigne aujourd'hui à rembourser, alors 
qu'il a reçu en 2018 un prêt massif de 57 
milliards de dollars de la part du FMI, assorti de 
conditions inhabituellement faibles.

L'absence de conditionnalité dans certains cas 
récents est consternante. Le FMI doit-il 
a c c o r d e r  d e s  p r ê t s  p r a t i q u e m e n t  
inconditionnels à un gouvernement qui 
restreint les importations de denrées 
alimentaires destinés à une population sous-
alimentée (exacerbant ainsi les problèmes 
causés par le contrôle du taux de change exercé 
par ce gouvernement même) ? C'est ce que le 
FMI a fait au Nigeria en 2020. Dans d'autres cas, 
il a fait preuve d'un certain laxisme dans sa 
surveillance généralement rigoureuse, donnant 
sa caution à des pays dont le ratio dette/PIB 
explose et qui ne parviendront à se stabiliser 
que dans de cadre d'hypothèses très optimistes.

Le rapport de la consultation menée par le FMI 
en 2021 au titre de son article IV pour le Ghana 
en est un bon exemple. Le Fonds s'est montré 
encore plus optimiste à l'égard de grands pays 
émergents comme le Brésil et l'Afrique du Sud, 
répétant que la lutte contre la pandémie est la 
priorité absolue - malgré l'explosion du 
surendettement, la hausse de l'inflation et les 
problèmes bancaires naissant.

Cette absence de conditionnalité est délibérée. 
Pendant la pandémie, le Fonds a massivement 
étendu l'utilisation de son Instrument de 

financement rapide, un mécanisme de prêt qui 
n'oblige  pas que le pays concerné à s'engager 
dans un "programme à part entière" (et qui ne 
requiert pratiquement que peu de conditions, 
voire aucune). De manière encore plus visible, le 
FMI a persuadé ses membres d'approuver une 
émission d'urgence de 650 milliards de dollars en 
droits de tirage spéciaux (DTS, l'actif de réserve 
du Fonds), qui ne sont eux aussi assortis de 
pratiquement aucune condition. Les DTS sont en 
fait une aide directe qui va à tous les membres du 
FMI, y compris la Russie et l'Iran. Pourtant, en 
raison de la structure obscure de cet instrument, 
les pays en développement ne reçoivent qu'une 
petite partie de la somme.

Il existe de solides arguments en faveur d'une 
refonte de la structure financière du FMI et de son 
organisation sœur, la Banque mondiale, afin que 
la majeure partie des fonds qu'ils fournissent 
prenne la forme de subventions plutôt que de 
prêts. Depuis des décennies je plaide en faveur de 
cette transformation, et depuis peu l'idée 
commence à retenir l'attention. Le FMI étant 
actuellement structuré comme un fonds 
renouvelable, il serait rapidement à sec s'il 
renonçait à être remboursé – ce que certaines 
ONG n'ont de cesse de le lui demander. La seule 
façon d'éviter cette issue serait que les pays 
avancés augmentent leur participation 
budgétaire à l'institution, ce qu'ils semblent 
répugner à faire.

Elément essentiel, les fonds du FMI ne devraient 
pas être utilisés simplement pour rembourser des 
créanciers privés. Or des études montrent que 
c'est ce qui s'est passé dans les années 1980 et à 
nouveau plus récemment. Il faut aussi prendre en 
compte les banques publiques chinoises qui 
appliquent les mêmes taux d'intérêt que les 
institutions privées. Il devrait y avoir un moyen de 
veiller à ce que les prêts du FMI ne servent pas à 
rembourser les prêts chinois.

Il y a un parallèle frappant entre un FMI bien 
intentionné et une Fed elle aussi bien 
intentionnée, cette dernière voulant maintenant 
agir en faveur d'une plus grande égalité. Après 
avoir longuement soutenu l'idée que la poussée 
inflationniste est transitoire, la Fed est 
maintenant confrontée à un dilemme. A moins 
qu'elle ne resserre suffisamment sa politique 
monétaire au cours de l'année (un risque bien plus 
grand que ce qu'en disent les discours officiels), 
l'inflation pourrait s'installer durablement. Par 
contre, si elle abandonne trop rapidement sa 
politique de relâchement monétaire, cela 
entraînera une récession. Et on ne peut écarter le 
risque d'une stagflation.

En ce qui concerne le FMI, la situation désespérée 
des pays émergents et des pays en 
développement appelle certes à la plus grande 
compassion, mais le Fonds n'est pas la Banque 
mondiale dont la mission est d'apporter une aide. 
La conditionnalité des prêts du FMI est un élément 
essentiel pour éviter que ses ressources ne 
servent à financer la corruption intérieure, la 
fuite des capitaux et le remboursement des 
créanciers étrangers. Il ne doit pas oublier sa 
fonction essentielle de surveillance économique.

Le FMI doit maintenir la 
conditionnalité de ses prêts

Par Kenneth Rogoff
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L’opposition libérienne 

réhabilitation des quartiers 
précaires de la principale 
agglomération libérienne 
s’inscrit pleinement dans les 
priorités de la stratégie 
nationale de développement 
du pays, le PAPD « Pro-Poor 
Agenda for Prosperity and 
Development », que la 
France soutient et dont elle 
souhaite la réussite », a dit 
l’ambassadeur ROUX.

Selon lui, le projet est une 
expression concrète des 
excellentes relations entre 
le Libéria et la France, qui 
ont été marquées par la 
visite historique du ministre 
français de l’Europe et des 
Affaires étrangères en 2021.

Cetteaction s’ajoute aux 
autres actions que la France 
mène par des canaux 
m u l t i l a t é r a u x ,  
principalement à travers 

l’Union européenne et les 
institutions spécialisées de 
l’ONU comme la Banque 
mondiale ou le FMI.“Ceci est un 
complémentdes autres actions 
que la France et les parties 
prenantes françaises mènent 
pour promouvoir la croissance – 
une croissance autonome tirée 
pa r  l e  sec teu r  p r i vé  –  
l’entreprise et l’emploi au 
Libéria”, a-t-il déclaré.

L’ambassadeur ROUX s’est 
dit convaincu que le projet 
contr ibuera à  amél iorer  
lesconditions de vie du peuple 
libérien.« J’étais très content 
de la visite que nous avons 
rendue hier aux Communautés 
de Lakpazee. Je vous promets 
de visiter à nouveau l’endroit 
ainsi que les autres, Shoefactory 
et Wood Camp, au fur et à 
mesure queleprojet sera mis en 
œuvre dans ces localités’’.

La France soutient les 
communautés vulnérables du 
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AFL, Col. Theophilus Dana, 
Brigade Commander of the 23rd 
Infantry, expressed regret and 
sorrow over the situation, noting 
that they are broken and 
saddened by the death of those 
Liberians.

"On behalf of the AFL, we say 
sorry for what all this has caused 
you. Today is a sad day and time 
as we observe and pay homage 
on 65th Armed Forces Day which 
will be celebrated shortly,” he 
said.

He urged the bereaved to 
take heart, as the AFL prayed 
that God Almighty continues to 
console everyone.

Also speaking,  Deputy 
Defense Minister for Operations 
Mr. Prince K. Vincent also 
expressed heartfelt condolences 
to the families, adding that they 
are concerned about what 
happened.

The Governor of the Borough 
of New Kru Town, Mr. Moses Doe 
Weah thanked the team for 
coming to their aid and for also 
cleaning up the entire Borough.

He added that they cannot 
question God about what has 
happened.

The cleanup exercise was also 
observed by Maj. General Prince 
C. Johnson, III, Chief of Staff of 
the Armed Forces of Liberia, 
along with Assistant Defense 
Minister for Press and Public 
Affairs, Mr. Sam Collins, among 
other top officials.

Some residents brought 
trash from their homes to the 
main streets and they were 
collected, placed in the army 
pick-up and transported to the 
intended destination for 
disposal.

Remarking at the D. Twe 
Memorial High School soccer 
pitch during the laying of 
wreath, Lonestar Cell MTN 
Communication Manager 
Madam Lisa R. White said the 
company is very broken and 
disheartened to find out about 
the tragedy that occurred in 
New Kru Town.

According to her, when the 
incident happened, Lonestar 
Cell MTN went on social media 
and came up with a statement 
identifying and sharing the 
sympathy of all those that 
were affected.

"We are very sorry for what 
happened here. Lonestar Cell 
MTN, we are a business, but 
we are people who live and 
work in New Kru Town. We are 
here for you, we feel your 
pains and we are here to 
identify with you,” she said. 

Madam White said the 
gathering at New Kru Town 
over the weekend was a 
partnership between Lonestar 
Cell MTN, AFL and MOD, 
adding:  “Again we are sorry 
and take heart for what 
happened."

Speaking on behalf of the 

N a t i o n a l i t y  L a w  a r e  
i ncons i s tent  w i th  the  
Constitution of Liberia.

Thus last year, the House 
of Representatives passed a 
bill seeking to amend Part III, 
Chapter 20, Section 20.1; 
Chapter 21, Sections 21.30, 
21.31, 21.51 & 21.52 and 
Chapter 22, Sections 22.1, 
22.1 & 22.4 of the Aliens and 
Nationality Law of the 
Liberian Code of Law Revised, 
Vol. II.According to the 
crafters of the bill, the 
current law as it exists is 
r e p u g n a n t  t o  a n d  i s  
inconsistent with Article 11 
(b) &(C), 27 and 28 relating to 
equal protection under the 
law (Fundamental Rights) and 
citizenship.They also argued 
that those inconsistencies as 
observed, the framers of the 
1986 Constitution requested 
the legislature to prescribe 
other standards and criteria 
and procedures by which 
Liberian citizenship may be 
obtained.According to them, 
the amendment or repeal of 
these laws will satisfy the 
constitutional provision of 
Article 2 (2) of the 1986 
Constitution which states: 
Any laws, treaties, statutes, 

d e c r e e s ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  
regulations found to be 
inconsistent with it shall, to the 
extent of the inconsistency, be 
void and of no legal effect. The 
Supreme Court, pursuant to its 
power of judicial review, is 
empowered to declare any 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  l a w s  
unconstitutional.

Mr. Sieh says, he hopes that 
the Liberian Senate would 
concur with the Lower House to 
put this discrimination to an 
end.Giving an upbeat appraisal 
of discrimination in Liberia 
against Liberians, he said when 
the freed slaves arrived in 
Liberia, the dark skin ones were 
discriminated against by the 
light skin ones.

He said after the dark skin 
t o o k  o v e r,  t h e y  a l s o  
discriminated against the 
i nd i genous  peop le .  The  
indigenous people were not 
allowed to vote until after the 
first 100 years. Today, he 
argued, the discrimination is 
now being perpetrated by 
Liberians home against those in 
the diaspora that by privileges 
took up citizenships to pursue 
their dreams.

Sieh pointed out that what 
the Liberian Government needs 

to do now is to strengthen the 
extradition treaties it has 
with other countries where 
Liberians have taken up 
citizenships to be able to 
extradite them to face trial 
back home if they commit a 
crime and run back to their 
countries of naturalization.

He said putting in place 
certain restrictions against 
diaspora Liberians as being 
touted by some politicians 
will not be the answer as 
compared to strengthening 
these extradition treaties.

Though they (Diaspora 
Liberians) face discrimination 
back home, they currently 
contribute 25% of revenue to 
the Liberian economy through 
remittances.Sieh says many 
of them are willing and ready 
to invest in the county but 
with such uncertainty, they 
are afraid to invest in a 
country that has robbed them 
o f  t h e i r  
citizenships.https://thenew
dawnliberia.com/alcods-
wettee-commends-pres-
w e a h - o n - m a k i n g - d u a l -
c i t i zen sh ip -a -na t i ona l -
agenda-item/-By Othello B. 
Garblah

Barclay Training Center in 
Monrovia starting at 7 am, 
where the President of the 
Republic of Liberia will join 
the gallant men and women 
of the Armed Forces of Liberia 
to commemorate the Armed 
Forces day event that is 
provided by law under the 
Constitution of the Republic 
of LIBERIA", Minister Rennie 
added. 

He said a total of 50 
thousand tickets will be 
provided for the official 
launch of the Bicentennial 
Celebration out of which, five 
hundred will be given to each 
Ministry or Agency in the 

country to allow them celebrate 
the event along with their 
families, adding that the idea 
has been endorsed by the entire 
cabinet to give the Bicentennial 
a resounding success.

Additionally the Co-chair on 
the steering committee and 
Mayor of the City of Monrovia 
Jefferson Koijee said in order to 
maintain high-level security in 
the country and to reduce traffic 
during the official launch, 
commercial motorcyclists will 
not be allowed to ply the main 
streets of Monrovia as of 
February 14, 2022, up to the end 
of the celebration. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne

suppor t ing  agr i cu l tu re  
development,  tour i sm,  
fisheries, our forests; and 
very crucial is that these 
wetlands serve as important 
hotspots for biodiversity, and 
serve as carbon sink. 

“This means that properly 
maintaining our wetlands is 
crucial in maintain our 
biodiversity and addressing 
the climate change challenge 
that we are currently 
experiencing,” Romare said.  

He further explained that 
plastics pollution greatly 
affects wetlands and the 
environment in general and 
said “It remains a fact that 
most of the plastics that we 

always given to people that 
have no qual i f icat ion, 
experience and training,” 
Rev. Korleh lamented.

“We are paying lip service 
to education,” he said, 
adding that “Education is 
different from politics; we 
only need political power to 
help enforce things to 
happen.” 

Addressing the graduates, 
Rev. Korleh urged them to 
never stop learning because 
people will always measure 
them by what they know, not 
what they have.

"My dear graduates, 
completing today with 
certificates in Christian 
leadership is  just the 
beginning. I again say never 
stop growing, never stop 

use, end up in the ocean, our 
beaches, and other land 
areas.”“As we throw bottles, 
plastic bags, and empty water 
sachets away, they eventually 
end up in the ocean, wetlands 
and eventually in our food chain, 
creating an environmental and 
health challenge,” the Sweden 
envoy said.“Let’s therefore use 
this year’s celebration of World 
Wetlands Day to reflect on 
concrete measures that can be 
taken to address this issue of 
plastics pollution,” Romare 
said. He reminded the gathering 
that in March 2019 Sweden and 
the Liberian Government, 
working with Conservation 
International (CI) organized and 

running the race of personal 
s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  
demonstrating what you have 
acqu i red  i n  knowledge ,  
discipline in practice and 
example,” he pleaded with the 
graduates. 

He urged them to be the light 
that would never go off and 
never turn dim, saying “Be the 
best, and be the best."

"The need for refined 
spiritual and intellectual 
training of leaders who will see 
the picture of the better 
continually remains crucial as 
[we] move to total restoration 
and development,” he said.

T h e  A b u n d a n t  L i f e  
I n te rna t i ona l  S choo l  o f  
Ministries on Saturday, 5 
February 2022 held its first 
graduation convocation of at 

least 9 graduates at the 
Abundant Life Church along 
the Japan Freeway.

The first graduating class of 
A L I S M  w a s  a w a r d e d  
certificates in Christian 
leadership which was printed 
in the United States of 
America. 

The program graced by 
scores of people was a colorful 
one.

The graduates from the 
biblical school included  
V a r c e l i a  Y.  K o r l e h ,   
valedictorian; MalusuDukuly, 
Joana S. Datoe, ZeloGardee, 
Ro m e l l  A .  J .  G i b s o n ,  
A g o s t i n o S a i w e a h ,  
S a i w e a h S a i w e a h ,  J oh n  
TambaBorbor and James 
Sundems.
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GOL releases activities 

ULAA Chair commends AFL, Lonestar Cell MTN memorialize 

Clergy claims worsened 

hosted the first ever ‘Blue 
Ocean Conference' in the 
West Africa region.

 “Several commitments 
were made at the conclusion 
of that conference. One of 
them was:

‘We commit to a ban on 
single-use plastics by 2022 
and commits to recovering 
and responsibly managing all 
plastic packaging by 2030 by 
partnering with stakeholders 
at relevant governance levels 
t o  a d d r e s s  p l a s t i c s  
production, marketing, and 
use,” Romare indicated

As the EPA was the lead 
G o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  
r e spon s i b l e  f o r  t he se  

commitments, perhaps it is 
about time that we think about 
mov ing  some of  these  
c ommi tmen t s  f o rwa rd ,  
particularly on marine plastics 
pollution. Sweden is ready to 
support both the Government 
and private sector actors in 
this regard. This can be 
achieved by working in broad 
and more collaborative ways 
that incorporate key actors 
from all sectors. In the coming 
years,  Sweden wi l l  be 
increasing engagement in the 
areas of environment and 

c l imate  change,  natura l  
resources and biodiversity, 
including mangrove, forests, 
and livelihood of coastal and 
forest communities.

This is important for finding a 
balance between protections of 
ecosystem services on one hand 
and improving the livelihoods of 
communities that depend on it. 
In this increased engagement we 
a re  l ook i ng  f o rwa rd  to  
collaborating with all of you 
represented here today. 

EPA to raze illegal Structures 
Advertise with us!Advertise with us!
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res ident George 
Manneh Weah is due Pto officially move to 

the Executive Mansion on 14 

February 2022, nearly 16 
years after the government 
here was compelled to shut 
down the official home of the 
Liberian president following 
a fire disaster that occurred 
on the nation’s 159th 
Independence Day, 26 July 
2006.

That incident which 
off ic ials  attr ibuted to 
“electrical fault,” occurred 
in the first six months of 
former President Mrs. Ellen 
Johnson – Sirleaf’s first six 
years term, and it led her to 
run the rest of her two terms 
at a temporary presidential 
office housed at the Ministry 
o f  Fo re i gn  A f fa i r s  i n  
Monrovia.

Following years of gradual 
renovation works, with 
millions of United States 
dollars pumped into it, many 
of which were subjects of 
audits, this paper cannot say 
what percentage of work has 
been completed, but what is 
known is that the Foyer of the 
Executive Mansion, the 
Office of the President and 
other key areas have already 
been completed. Other minor 
works are said to be ongoing 
yet.

Since succeeding Mrs. 
Sirleaf in January 2018, Mr. 
Weah has equally operated at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, but the outbreak of 
the Coronavirus has led him 
to  move  most  o f  h i s  
presidential operations at his 
private Jamaica Resort off 
the Roberts field Highway.

Sources closed to the 
presidency say the move by 
Mr. Weah to run his office 
from his Jamaica Resort was 
intended to push the 
renovation project faster.

State and Presidential 
Affairs Minister Nathaniel F. 
McGi l l  who personal ly  
supervised the renovation of 
the Executive Mansion after 
Government had spent 

millions without results decried 
the dilapidated condition the 
Coalition for Democratic Change 
(CDC) led government met the 

Executive Mansion in.
There were also reports of 

artifacts and other historical 
records looted from the Mansion 
by individuals who initially 
supervised the renovation work 
at the seat of the Liberian 
Presidency.

So what actually happened?
On July 26, 2006, in the first 6 

months of President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf first term, the 
Executive Mansion was gutted by 
fire during the celebration of the 
country’s 159th Independence 
Day. The incident was attributed 
to electrical fault.

So what happened next?
Pres ident  S i r leaf  then 

immediately sought temporary 
sheltered at the Foreign Ministry 
but ended up spending the rest 
of her first term and her second 
term there. The same was 
inherited by her successor 
President George Weah in 
January 2018. 

The temporary relocation of 
President Sirleaf at the Foreign 
Ministry was to create room for 
the renovation of the Executive 
Mansion but ended up spending 
11 years, 6 months concluding 
her two terms at her temporary 
office.

So when did the renovation of 
the Executive Mansion start?

The actual start date of the 
renovation is not clear but it has 
lasted for nearly 16 years with 
millions of United States Dollars 
spent under questionable 
circumstances which prompted 
an audit and Legislative 
investigation.

In early 2016, Mrs. Sirleaf 
General Auditing Commission 
(GAC) to conduct an audit into 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  M a n s i o n  
renovation project. Months 
later, the GAC in its findings, 
observed a waste of over US$10M 
on the Executive Mansion 
renovation project. The audit 
covers July 1, 2006 to December 
31, 2015.

On December 9, 2016, former 
president Sirleaf confirmed that 

she had received the GAC 
audit report, but no action 
was taken Like the Sirleaf 
regime, CDC government had 

pumped close to US$7 million 
into the Executive Mansion 
renovation project In the 
2020/2021 budget, the CDC 
allotted US5.5 Million and 
made a projection of a further 
one million US dollars for the 
same Mansion renovation for 
the  2021/2022  budget  
year.This is in addition to the 
previous millions allotted for 
the same project in the 
2018/2019 budget.

On September 18, 2019, 
the House of Representative 
7 - m e m b e r  S p e c i a l  
Investigative Committee 
released findings from a 
probe into the lengthy 
renovation of the Mansion, 
revealing that from FY-
2008/09 and FY-2018/19, a 
total of US$ 33,492,101 had 
been spent on the renovation 
project. The period cover 
over 13-years.

“No one has been held 
accountable for his or her 
conduct in the misapplication 
of the national resources 
expended, to date for the 13-
year-old ongoing project of 
the Executive Mansion,” the 
House special committee said 
at the time.

The Committee was then 
chaired by Grand Gedeh 
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  # 2  
Representative George S. 
Boley, and also included 
representatives Jimmy Smith, 
J. Fonati Koffa, Robert F. 
Womba, Rosana Schaack, 
Acarous Gray and Tibelrosa 
Tarponweh.

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  w a s  
constructed from 1961 to 
1964 with funding provided by 
the Israeli government, 
during the administration of 
ex-Liberian President William 
V. S. Tubman.

iberia: Four members 
of the United States LCongressional House 

from the State of New Jersey, 
have issued a joint resolution 
to Congress, calling on the U.S. 
Department of State and the 
Department of Treasury, 
respectively to continue to 
impose targeted sanctions and 
other measures against those 
responsible for undermining 
the rule of law as well as the 
faith and trust of the Liberian 
people through the conduct of 
corruption, gross violations of 
human rights and other acts 
that threaten the peace and 
security of Liberia.

The resolution issued by the 
117th Congress in its 2nd 
Session encourages Liberia to 
redouble its efforts to counter 
corruption, advance the 
causes of human rights, and 
implement critical economic 
r e f o r m s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
a c ce l e r a te  s u s t a i nab l e  

economic growth and human 
capital development.

T h e  U . S .  H o u s e  o f  
Representat ives  further  
resolved that it remains 
committed to nurturing the 
enduring ties between the 
people and the Governments 
of the United States and 
Liberia, including thru the 
provision of United States 
support for a strong civil 
soc iety,  reputab le  and  
accountable institutions, 
transparency, and other tenets 
of good governance that should 
lay a solid foundation for 
Presidential elections in 2023.

It recalls the historical 
significance of Liberia’s 
bicentennial anniversary as 
the country continues to build 
a vibrant and inclusive 
democracy; and welcomes the 
continuing efforts of the 
Liberian diaspora in the United 
States and their substantial 
contr ibutions to robust 

t r a n s a t l a n t i c  d i a l o g u e ,  
e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  
transformational initiatives that 
advance democratic principles 
in Liberia.

The resolution did not 
mention specific names or 
targets for sanctions but 
reaffirms the United States’ 
commitment to supporting 
progress toward transparency, 
accountable institutions, and 
other tenets of good governance 
in the Republic of Liberia as it 
approaches the bicentennial of 
the arrival of the first free Black 
Americans to Providence Island, 
Liberia.It notes that the United 
States remains the largest and 
longest bilateral donor to the 
Republic of Liberia, allocating 
more than $3,000,000,000 in 
multiagency assistance since 
2003 to support stabilization, 
e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y ,  
development, and global 
health, including support for 
Liberia’s response to the 
2014–2016 Ebola outbreak and 
t h e  o n g o i n g  C O V I D – 1 9  

pandemic, during which the 
United States has worked with 
partners to donate nearly 
900,000 COVID–19 vaccine 
doses.

The resolution continues that 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  
demonstrated its commitment 
to bolster bilateral relations 
through continued sessions of 
the U.S.-Liberia Partnership 
Dialogue, Liberia’s ongoing 
participation in the House 
Democracy Partnership, and 
related initiatives.

It adds that Liberia remains a 
beneficiary of United States 
trade preferences through the 
African Growth and Opportunity 
Act and the 2007 Trade and 
I n v e s t m e n t  F r a m e w o r k  
Agreement, both of which 
affirm the importance of open 
and diversified trade and 
investment between the United 
States and Liberia.

 Congressman Gregory Meeks  Congressman Gregory Meeks Rep. Karen BassRep. Karen Bass

By Jonathan Browne
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Weah to move in Mansion Feb 14 Liberia faces U.S. 
targeted sanctions
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he head of the 
National Steering TCommi t tee  and  

Minister of Information 
Ledgerhood Julius Rennie, 
has announced activities 
leading to official celebration 
of the Bicentennial here.

T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  i s  
expected to take place on 
Monday, February 14, 2022, 
at the Samuel Kanyon Doe 

Sports Complex in Paynesville 
outside Monrovia.

Speaking at the Ministry of 
information, Cultural Affairs and 
Tourism special press briefing on 
Friday, February 4th, 2022 held 
at Boulevard Palace Hotel in 
Sinkor, Minister Rennie disclosed 
that on February 11, 2022, there 
will be a special Armed Forces 
Day celebration held at the 
Barclay Training Center at 7 am 
in Monrovia.

President George Manneh 
Weah and members of the 
e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  
government will join gallant 
men and women of the Armed 
F o r c e s  o f  L i b e r i a  i n  
celebration of their events.

"On February 11, 2022, will 
be the official Bicentennial 
Armed Forces day celebration 
that will take place at the 
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By Kruah Thompson 
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