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CENTRAL BANK OF LIBERIA 
MARKET BUYING AND SELLING RATES
LIBERIAN DOLLARS PER US DOLLAR  

 BUYING DATE

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2022 L$152.7750 /US$1.00 L$154.6268 /US$1.00

SELLING  

These are indicative rates based on results of daily surveys of foreign exchange market in 
Monrovia and selected cities of Liberia. These rates are collected from the Central bank, 
commercial banks, parallel market and the license forex bureaux. The rates are not set by the 
Central Bank of Liberia.
Source: Research, Policy and Planning Department, CBL
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Fight discrimination, Fight discrimination, 
hatredhatred
-Weah urges Liberians at bicentennial launch-Weah urges Liberians at bicentennial launch

Only you can do Only you can do 
it for yourselfit for yourself

-President Biden’s Special Assistant tells Liberians-President Biden’s Special Assistant tells Liberians
Dana Banks at Bicentennial launchDana Banks at Bicentennial launch

Pres. Weah Launches National Bicentennial Pres. Weah Launches National Bicentennial 
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 boat sent by the 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  AM a u r i t i u s  h a s  

arrived in the disputed 
Chagos archipelago in the 
Indian Ocean, after the 
c o u n t r y  a c c u s e d  t h e  
occupying British authorities 
of "crimes against humanity". 
The United Nations' highest 
court has ruled that Britain's 
occupation of the islands is 
illegal, but Britain has 
refused to hand control to 
Mau r i t i u s .  Ou r  A f r i ca  
cor respondent  Andrew 
Harding reports from the 
archipelago.

On a clear warm afternoon 
deep in the Indian Ocean, 
five islanders who were 
thrown off their remote 
archipelago by the British 
half a century ago kissed the 
sand and cried as they 
stepped on to the beach of 
Peros Banhos, one of the 
larger atolls making up the 
disputed Chagos Islands.

"This is a great moment," 
said Olivier Bancoult before 
lashing out at the British 
government as "racist" for 
ignoring Chagossian demands 

for the right to return to live on 
the islands.

"This is our birthplace. How 
can they deny us that right?" he 
asked.

Almost immediately after 
stepping ashore, Mauritian 
government officials began 
laying a concrete base for a flag 
post."This is not something 
unusual. It is normal for a nation 
to raise a flag over its territory," 
said the Mauritian delegation 

isolation and neglect, 50 years 
after its population of several 
hundred was ordered to leave 
within a matter of days. Palm 
trees crowded in and around 
the old church, where 68-year-
old Liseby Elysee said she had 
been baptised.

The Chagossians quickly set 
about clearing coconuts and 
other debris from the roofless 
church's floor.

"I am happy to be back. But I 
am sad that I have to leave 
again. I want to stay here 
p e r m a n e n t l y , "  s a i d  
Elysee.Rosamonde Bertin had 
been watching the horizon for 
days.

Suddenly, she let out a cry 
of joy as a large gull-like 
seabird - known in Bertin's 
Creole language as a "fou" - 
swooped over the deck.

"That means we're near 
land," the 67-year-old said.

A whale emerged briefly 
from the lead-grey waves on 
the port side of the boat, 
followed by a shimmer of silver 
flying fish.

A few hours later, on Friday 
afternoon, Bertin burst into 
applause as it was announced - 
with a booming blast on the 

leader, Ambassador Jagdish 
Koonjul, pointing to a 
succession of rulings by the 
United Nations' top courts 
r e c o g n i s i n g  M a u r i t i u s '  
sovereignty over the islands, 
and ordering Britain to end its 
"illegal occupation" of the 
a r c h i p e l a g o . A  r u i n e d  
concrete pier, a rusting rail 
track and rotting buildings 
overwhelmed by vines and 
tree roots spoke to the island's 

amuel Sorie Sesay, 
one of a dwindling Sg r o u p  o f  W e s t  

Africans who fought in the 
British army in World War 
Two, died last month in Sierra 
Leone at the age of 101. 
Ahead of his funeral on 
Friday, Umaru Fofana looks 
back at his life. His memories 
were vivid but he felt 
forgotten.

Celebrating a century of life 
in 2020 and surrounded by his 
large family, Pa Sorie, as he was 
known, was keen to talk.

Dressed in a neat suit, 
adorned with his medals, the 
affable war veteran recounted 
stories of his time fighting the 
Japanese in Burma more than 75 
years earlier.He was one of the 
90,000 West African troops who 
were shipped to Asia.

They formed two divisions 
that are rarely memorialised 
and fought in a conflict that 
was overshadowed by events 
closer to Britain's shores.

Adding to the feeling of 
being ignored, Pa Sorie, like 
many of his comrades, said 
that he had been promised a 
lump-sum payment after the 
war which he never received.

When it came to a pension, 
the British army did not pay 
them to World War Two 
veterans, unless they had 
been injured in fighting, 
regardless of where they 
came from. But a document 
uncovered in 2019 indicated 
that African soldiers were 
paid less than their British 
counterparts while in service.

Pa Sorie did however get 
money from a UK-based 
c h a r i t y ,  t h e  R o y a l  
Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League. Despite lamenting 
t he  l a ck  o f  f i n anc i a l  
compensation, Pa Sorie 
maintained that he had no 
regrets enlisting as a teenager 
in 1939 and taking part in 
what he called "the good 
fight". BBC

boat's horn - that the vessel she'd 
been travelling on for four days 
eastwards had crossed an 
invisible maritime border deep 
in the Indian Ocean and entered 
the disputed territory around 
the remote Chagos Islands.

"I'm free," she half-screamed, 
in delight, throwing her arms up 
in the air.

Free, she explained, because 
this was the first time since 1972 
- when she and her family had 
been forced off the archipelago 
by Britain - that she had been 
able  to  return  "without  
permission, and without soldiers 
accompanying me", she said, 
referring to "heritage visits" 
previously organised by the UK 
government.

B e s i d e  h e r,  a n o t h e r  
Chagossian, 57-year-old Suzelle 
Baptiste, began sobbing quietly 
as she watched her colleagues 
dance and celebrate.

"It means so much to me," Ms 
Baptiste said, through tears.The 
two women, and three fellow 
Chagossians travelling on a boat 
chartered by the Mauritian 
government, have made history 
as the first people to step foot on 
their isolated archipelago 
without a British military escort, 
and without seeking British 
authorisation.

"I'm so proud. I didn't ask 
anyone's permission," Bertin 
declared.BBC

 school teacher has 
been arrested in ANigeria for allegedly 

flogging a 19-month-old pupil 
to death, police says.

The teacher at a nursery 
and primary school in Asaba, 
Delta state, was alleged to 
have left several marks on the 
toddler’s body after flogging 
him last Monday.

The suspect, who is thought 
to be the son of the owner of 
the private school, allegedly 
started beating the pupil after 

he caught him playing with 
water.

He has not been reported to 
have commented on the 
incident.

The pupil was said to have 
fallen ill after the incident and 
was taken to the Federal 
Medical Centre (FMC) in Asaba 
where he eventually died.

Police spokesman DSP Dafe 
Bright told BBC Pidgin that the 
suspect would be charged for 
murder and manslaughter. BBC

Teacher arrested for allegedly 
flogging child to death

An investigation into the incident is currently underway, 
police says

Chagos islanders in emotional, 
historic trip home

It has been a long wait for the group returning 
triumphantly to the archipelago

War veteran who died 
forgotten, aged 101
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President George Manneh Weah is going down in history as the 
first Liberian President to occupy the Executive Mansion 15 
years after it was gutted by fire under the administration of 
former President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

President Weah recently announced the decision to move to 
the Executive Mansion, official home of the Liberian 
Presidency that coincides with the Bicentennial celebration.
The decision by Mr. Weah is not only encouraging and 
commendable, but demonstrates boldness and leadership that 
should be applauded by all patriotic Liberians. Indeed, it takes 
a farsighted and optimistically courageous leader to step 
forward and take the bull by the tail.

The Executive Mansion is not just home of the Presidency. It is a 
sacred heritage of the Republic where distinguished visiting 
guests of the President’s are entertained and sometimes 
hosted. In short, it is one of the prides of the Nation.

Constructed in the 1960s, it has served several former Liberian 
presidents and interim leaderships, ranging from William V.S. 
Tubman, Dr. William R. Tolbert, Jr., President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe, Charles Ghankay Taylor, and Ms. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. But 
Madam Sirleaf’s stay at the Executive Mansion was short-lived, 
as during the celebration of Liberia’s 159th Independence Day 
on July 26, 2006 just in her first year in office, while 
entertaining foreign guests and dignitaries on the Fifth Floor, 
fire gutted the building.  

Three former West African Heads of State namely; John Kufuor 
of Ghana, Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast and Tejan Kabbah of 
Sierra Leone along with scores of dignitaries were in 
attendance when the despicable incident occurred, sixteen 
years ago that constrained President Weah’s predecessor, 
Madam Sirleaf to spend her entire two terms at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

The Executive Mansion survived one bloody coup that toppled 
President William R. Tolbert on April 12, 1980 and several 
abortive takeovers ranging from President Samuel Kanyon Doe 
on November 12, 1985 to ‘Collective President’ Charles 
Ghanaky Taylor in September 1996, among others. 
   
The relocation of President Weah to the Mansion sends a strong 
signal of security and stability following massive renovation 
over the period. This is a positive sign that once more gives the 
Presidency the dignity it deserves.

For the past 16 years, the Presidency has been displaced and 
squeezed up on the last Floor of the Foreign Ministry in 
Monrovia much to the embarrassment of the bureaucratic 
structure of the Liberian government.

For the most part of his tenure, President Weah has conducted 
the affairs of state from his private residence along the 
Roberts International Airport highway in Margibi County. 
Therefore, his move to the Executive Mansion should be highly 
welcomed, particularly as Liberia celebrates 200 years of 
Nationhood.

However, we hope that this relocation will not be for 
occasional events, but for regular conduct of the affairs of 
government like it used to be in the past to maintain the 
dignity and respect for the highest office of the Land.

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary
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UNICH – With its 2020 “taxonomy for 
sustainable activities,” the European MUnion found a way to use the 

European Central Bank to steer capital 
markets by directly subsidizing interest 
expenses for “green” investment projects. 
Many European politicians, especially those 
from Green parties in German-speaking 
countries, have applauded this approach. 
But now, they are dismayed to find that the 
European Commission, under pressure from 
France, will classify nuclear power as a type 
of green energy.

Having emerged from the anti-nuclear 
movement, today’s European Greens never 
dreamed that this ostracized source of 
power would not only regain respectability 
but even be associated with their own 
brand. Their humiliation couldn’t be 
greater.

But whether nuclear power is a form of 
green energy isn’t just a question of 
ideology. Huge sums of money are at stake, 
because the ECB will be offering banks 
particularly attractive refinancing 
conditions if they use EU-classified green 
bonds as collateral. The ECB also has made 
clear that it is more willing to buy up a 
disproportionate share of green bonds, 
thereby creating a new interest-rate 
structure within capital markets. Now that 
environmentally friendly investment goals 
are increasingly benefiting from lower 
interest rates, significant portions of 
Europeans’ savings – accumulated over 
generations – are being diverted from other 
parts of the economy into projects classified 
as green. 

Viewed from the perspective of an 
economist, this is quite hair-raising. We are 
seeing a wholesale redirection of capital – 
the most important non-human factor of 
production in a market economy – and it is 
being done in a way that blatantly violates 
the principle of allocation neutrality, a key 
postulate of economic theory.

The economics  of  env i ronmental  
externalities is straightforward. If the aim is 
to internalize negative externalities into the 
market – a worthy goal – it should be done 
through a direct pricing mechanism like a 
carbon tax or an emissions-trading system. 
By contrast, changing the interest rate – that 
is, the price of capital – merely invites a slew 
of costly allocation distortions, because 
capital, as a production factor in green 
enterprises, has only a very loose 
complementary relationship with avoiding 
environmental damage. Europe’s current 
approach therefore amounts to a scatter-
shot policy.

The EU’s Maastricht Treaty does not give the 
ECB the authority to engage in economic and 
environmental policy; rather, monetary 
policymakers must secure an individual 
authorization and an extension of their 
remit. Such an extension requires 

2022                              

unanimous consent from all EU countries by 
means of an amendment to the Treaty. This 
barrier should have ensured that the principle 
of allocation neutrality was upheld. But, as so 
often happens, EU policymakers have come up 
with legal trickery to avoid a formal Treaty 
change.

Putting aside the fundamental legal and 
economic concerns about the ECB’s 
manipulation of interest rates, the prospect of 
nuclear power receiving a green classification 
is a welcome development. It also makes 
perfect sense, considering that nuclear power 
plants don’t emit CO2. In terms of the broader 
climate agenda, Green politicians made a huge 
mistake when they demonized nuclear power, 
and the rest of the world has recognized this.

After all, the big shift away from nuclear 
power, and toward wind and solar, occurred 
only in Germany and a few other countries, 
following various accidents that received a 
great deal of media attention. New nuclear 
power plants are once again being planned and 
built throughout the world. Fifty-seven are 
currently under construction, 97 are planned, 
and 325 additional plants are being proposed.

The first country that seriously considered 
abandoning nuclear power entirely was 
Sweden, following the 1979 Three Mile Island 
accident in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. But it has 
kept most of its nuclear power plants, and it 
has long since given up on an exit. Similarly, 
despite the 2011 Fukushima accident, Japan 
has once again fully embraced nuclear energy, 
following a safety review and modernization of 
its power stations.

Even more promising, there is ongoing research 
into new types of nuclear power plants, 
including designs based on thorium and models 
that avoid the old nuclear-waste storage 
problem by using reprocessed fuel rods. These 
are inherently safer than the old power plants.

Viewed in this global, twenty-first-century 
context, Germany has become the wrong-way 
driver on the Autobahn. No wonder the Greens 
are internally divided. Most of them are still 
fuming, but some of the party’s more astute 
members are secretly happy that nuclear 
energy is available as a cheap, CO2-free 
alternative to fossil fuels. With its adjustable 
energy supply, nuclear power will be crucial for 
those periods when a protracted wind or solar 
lull threatens to bring electricity generation to 
a halt. Best of all, German Greens can save 
face by simply blaming the French.

Hans-Werner Sinn, Professor Emeritus of 
Economics at the University of Munich, is a 
former president of the Ifo Institute for 
Economic Research and serves on the German 
economy ministry’s Advisory Council. He is the 
author of The Euro Trap: On Bursting Bubbles, 
Budgets, and Beliefs (Oxford University Press, 
2014).

Weah moving to the Executive
 Mansion is laudable

Green Nuclear Power

By Hans-Werner Sinn
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ONDON – BlackRock Chairman and CEO Larry Fink’s latest annual letter has taken the 
business world by storm. BlackRock is the world’s largest asset manager, and Fink, Laddressing the CEOs of the companies whose assets his firm manages on behalf of 

investors, took the opportunity to advocate a more ecologically sustainable, socially 
conscious, forward-looking form of capitalism rooted in stakeholder rather than shareholder 
value.

Fink’s exhortation seems like a welcome break from orthodox dogma. But if his vision is 
supposed to be “woke,” it is not nearly woke enough. We’ve heard all this before, including in 
Fink’s own 2018 and 2019 letters, and in the ballyhooed 2019 Business Roundtable statement 
that Fink helped spearhead. But far too little has changed, largely because the vision 
expressed by Fink and other corporate leaders stops short of the radical reforms needed to 
transform capitalism in the interests of people and the planet.

Fink’s version of stakeholder capitalism is based on conceptual sleight of hand. After all, his 
support for stakeholders is conditional on a secure profit pipeline for shareholders, which 
means that shareholder value remains the bottom line. Stakeholder value becomes merely a 
means to an end – to benefit shareholders in the long run. It is thus a betrayal of stakeholder 
capitalism’s true intent: to create value for public benefit.

Consider climate change. Fink celebrates progress in dollar terms, stating that sustainable 
investments have reached $4 trillion. Yet the aim should not just be to invest trillions more in 
sustainable development; rather, those trillions should be coordinated democratically, by 
stakeholders, to support ambitious missions like global decarbonization. A carbon-neutral 
economy is what would maximize the benefits for all stakeholders.

For missions to motivate action, generate momentum, and inject purpose into the economy, 
the gap between stakeholders and shareholders must be closed. In practice, that means 
empowering stakeholders. Workers, citizens, trade unions, community groups, state 
institutions, and NGOs must have strong financial and political stakes in the capitalist 
economy’s operations.

Such a paradigm shift begins with recognizing the inherently collective process by which 
value is created in the first place. Value is co-created by producers and consumers, workers 
and managers, inventors and administrators, and regulators and investors. It does not simply 
spring from the heads of heroic entrepreneurs, risk-taking venture capitalists, and corporate 
leaders. It is the result of organizational and institutional configurations that enable all these 
actors to work together.

Whether in technology, pharmaceuticals, or energy, the big innovations that have produced 
value for corporate shareholders are more often than not the result of public investment. 
Most of the innovations driving today’s pharmaceutical revolution were financed by high-risk, 
early-stage investments from organizations like the US National Institutes of Health, which 
invests more than $40 billion per year across the United States.

Similarly, without public investments, the information-technology revolution would not have 
happened when it did. As I argued in The Entrepreneurial State, from the internet and GPS to 
touch screens and the technology underpinning Siri, everything that makes our phones 
“smart” resulted from strategic public investments.

No one doubts that private-sector innovation was also important, especially in the 
downstream phase of commercialization. The question is why the private sector has received 
all the recognition and reward. Why do drug prices not reflect the original public contribution 
(even when the government reserves “march-in” rights that require pharmaceutical 
companies to license their products)? Why are intellectual-property rights so strong as to 
inhibit knowledge sharing?

Part of the answer is that the compact between the private and public sectors – stipulating 
everything from legal proprietorship to privacy – is excessively weighted in favor of business. 
Moreover, the same companies that have benefited from publicly funded innovations now 
plow millions of dollars into lobbying for regressive regulations and tax policies, all to support 
their bottom lines. Countering this undue influence will require ambitious new regulations to 
enhance corporate accountability and transparency, starting with reforming the 10-K 
disclosure rules that have allowed Big Tech companies to conceal their operations.

But the state isn’t the only stakeholder in the value co-creation process. Workers, too, are 
major contributors, and you don’t need to be a Marxist to see that labor (and nature) create 
at least as much value as the owners of the means of production do. Ultimately, true 
stakeholder capitalism calls for a new social contract – backed by a new global economic 
consensus – that puts public value before private profit, and that fosters the “ecosystem” of 
value creation. In this vein, music producer Brian Eno attributes musical creation not to 
genius but to “scenius”: the communal scenes that connect, sustain, and inspire individual 
creators.

The same is true throughout the economy. A healthy ecosystem implies competition between 
firms; but it also depends on cooperation. A flourishing ecosystem requires the public, 
private, and third sectors to work together in mutual partnership to nurture innovation and 
the growth of new enterprises.

The COVID-19 pandemic provided two examples of pervasive threats to ecosystem health. 
The first was vaccine development and production. The six vaccine frontrunners received an 
estimated $12 billion of public money. That makes the vaccines a public good, but they 
haven’t been treated like one. Under stakeholder capitalism, pharmaceutical production 
would strike a fairer balance between public and private risks and rewards, and it would be 
geared toward providing global access.

Consider the results: BlackRock is the fifth-largest shareholder in Fox News at a time when 
that network’s on-air personalities are openly striving to undermine American democracy and 
the rule of law, seemingly forgetting that US capitalism is premised on both. Which 
shareholders have a stake in that?

Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public Value at University 
College London, is Founding Director of the UCL Institute for Innovation & Public Purpose.

Larry Fink’s Capitalist Shell Game

By Mariana Mazzucato
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more headline news       more headline news 

he United States and 
t h e  L i b e r i a n  TGove rnment  on  

Monday Feb. 14 signed a 
U S $ 5 5  M i l l i o n  H e a l t h  
Partnership Agreement to 
rollover for the next five 
years.

The agreement was signed 

after the U.S. Head of 
Delegation to Liberia’s 
Bicentennial Celebration Ms. 
Dana Banks, Special Assistant 
to the President and Senior 
Director for Africa at the 
NationalSecurity Council, 
met with Liberian President 
Weah and Ministers of Health 
and  Fore ignAf fa i r s  to  

commemorate the longstanding 
partnership between the United 
States Government andthe 
Government of Liberia. 

Known  a s  t he  Hea l th  
Partnership, the agreement 
demonstrates the Biden-Harris 
Administration’scommitment to 

strengthening health systems; 
combatting malaria; advancing 
sexual andreproductive health 
and rights; maternal, neonatal, 
a n d  c h i l d  h e a l t h ;  a n d  
a c c e l e r a t i n g  e f f o r t s  
t owa rd sun i ve r s a l  h ea l t h  
coverage.

“Together, we seek to 
stimulate Government of Liberia 

health systems and improve 
maternal,newborn and child 
health, family planning and 
reproductive health, and 
m a l a r i a  s e r v i c e  
delivery;improve the quality 
of health services at the point 
of care; increase institutional 
access to water,sanitation and 
hygiene; and decentralize 

heal th  governance for  
m a r g i n a l i z e d  r u r a l  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n f o c u s  
counties,” Ms. Banks added.

The Health Partnership 
also supports the Government 
o f  L i b e r i a ’s  Pr o - Po o r  
Agendafor Prosperity and 
Development (2018-2023).

he Management of 
Bea Mountain Mining TCorporation (BMMC) 

has embarked on a massive 
road rehabilitation and 
construction in Grand Cape 
Mount County, western 
Liberia.

Community Relations 
Superintendent of BMMC, 
Henry Vincent says the 

60,000, while Blain and 
Deaylee road covers eight 
kilometers with an estimated 
c o s t  o f  U S $  2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  
respectively.

At the same time, Mr. 
Vincent continues that the Bea 
Mountain remains committed 
to seeking welfare of citizens 
of Grand Cape Mount by 
addressing most of the 
challenges they are faced 
with.According to him, the 
company is also committed to 
the people of Liberia in 
b u t t r e s s i n g  e f f o r t  o f  
government through its many 
developmental activities.

Meanwhile, citizens of the 

initiative is part of the 
company’s contributions to 
ensure improved road network in 
the county.

He notes that the road 
rehabilitation in its concessional 
area and other parts of the 
county costs more than US$8 
Million.

Speaking to a team of 
journalists in Kinjor, Gran Cape 

c o u n t y  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  
excitement for the road 
rehabilitation initiatives by the 
company.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  
completion of the road projects 
will give them easy access to 
Monrovia and other parts of the 
country.

They laud the Management of 
B e a  M o u n t a i n  M i n i n g  
Corporation for the initiatives, 
stressing that the interventions 
which seek to address their age-
old deplorable road condition 
w o u l d  a l s o  r e d u c e  
transportat ion fares and 
promote movement of goods and 
services.

Mount over the weekend, Mr. 
Vincent explained that the 
road  project  captures  
pavement of the Kinjor-
Daniel Town Road, covering 22 
kilometers with an estimated 
cost of US$2,250,000.

He names Kinjor to Jenneh 
Brown road, covering 16 
kilometers at US$ 300,000, 
Baloma to Lofa Bridge road, 
extending 22 kilometers with 
an  e s t imated  co s t  o f  
US$300,000, and Lofa Bridge 
to Gold Camp road which 
covers 15 kilometers at the 
c o s t  o f  U S $ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  
respectively.

Other areas benefiting 
from the road rehabilitation 
include; Lofa Bridge to 
Varquah road, covering 25 
kilometers at a cost of 
US$150,000, Sannor to 
Massakpa 2 road which covers 
four kilometers with an 
estimated cost of US$25,000 
and Goigoma to Tenii road 
extending 16 kilometers at 
the cost of US$ 100,000.

The Community Relations 
Superintendent also outlines 
Gold Camp to Gonous Town 
raod, saying that it covers 15 
kilometers at the cost of US$ 

re s i den t  George  
Mannah Weah has told Pmembers  o f  the  

Muslim community here that 
holidays in Liberia are not 
proclaimed by the Executive 
but require constitutional 
processes that involve both 
the Executive Branch and the 
National Legislature.

President Weah said those 
that believe that everything 
that is constituted can be 
erased without going thru the 
rightful process should stop.

The President’s statement 
was in response to a seven-
count position from Liberian 
Muslims, among others, 
seeking holidays for the 
celebration of Ramadan and 
Eid al-Adha, commonly known 
as Abraham Day.  

P r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
recommendations to President 
Weah at the Benson Street 
Mosque in Monrovia on Friday, 
February 11, 2022 during 
official celebration of Armed 
Forces Day, Chief Imam Alie 
Krayee said Muslims need a 
working holiday in honour of 
late King Sao Saco Boso Kamara 
to enable Islamic students and 
the general  populat ion 
appreciate the role the late 
king, who was a Muslim, 
played in the formation of 
Liberia.

I m a m  K r a y e e  a l s o  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  a  
university should built either 
in Monrovia or in Gbapolu 
county in memory of the late 
King Sao Saco Boso, who was 
among several other kings, 
including King Long Peter, that 
welcomed settlers from the 
United States to Liberia.

H e  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  
b e g i n n i n g  t h i s  y e a r,  
celebrations of Ramadan and 
Eid al-Adha in Liberia be 
declared national holidays 
either thru legislations or by 
Presidential Proclamations.

He continued that going 
forward, all public programs in 

the country that fall on Fridays 
be delayed, pending  Muslims’ 
Friday prayers, adding that 
they also want statute of a 
naked woman at the Centennial 
Pavilion on Ashmun Street in 
Monrovia  removed because it 
denigrates the rel igious 
community.

“Lastly, we recommend that 
reconciliation committees be 
setup in every county to resolve 
long-standing conflicts. Liberia 
can be a great country and we 
are a wonderful people with 
understanding of love and 
unity. We have to make sure 
that everyone is respected and 
our plight be considered 
without us being marginalized", 
Chief Imam Ali Krayee said.

But President Weah in 
response noted the Imam did 
not sound like an agent of peace 
despite the many dialogues he 
(Mr. Weah) has had with Muslims 
in the country, urging all 
Liberians to focus on the 
national cause rather than 
sectarian interests.  

"Democracy gives us all the 
process and right as citizens to 
speak but we have to make sure 
that we follow the right path 
because failing to do so is 
treading on the wrong path. 
Every time my brother speaks, 
you know for me, I don’t like to 
answer people. I love leaders 
that drive those behind them to 
a logical conclusion. Leaders 
that promote peace and unite 
people, those are the real 
leaders", President Weah 
responded.

M u s l i m s  h e r e  h a v e  
persistently called for holidays 
but public holidays are 
legislated thru lobby and votes 
at the Capitol, where they are 
in minority. Editing by 
Jonathan Browne 

Bea Mountain Company rehabilitates 
roads in Cape Mount

Speak as a leader 
of peace and unity 

-Pres. Weah tells Imam Alie Krayee 

By Lincoln G. Peters 
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Liberia Launches In Pictures Bicentennial 
           TUESDAY       FEBRUARY   15

Pres. Weah Launches National Bicentennial Pres. Weah Launches National Bicentennial Pres. Weah Greets U.S. Officials Pres. Weah Greets U.S. Officials 

Guest Receives HonorGuest Receives Honor

Former Pres. Sirleaf Delivers Statement Former Pres. Sirleaf Delivers Statement 

Former Pres. Sirleaf Receives Traditional GownFormer Pres. Sirleaf Receives Traditional Gown  Traditional Leaders at the Program  Traditional Leaders at the Program 

Pres. Weah and First Lady Mrs. Clar Weah with U.S. OfficialsPres. Weah and First Lady Mrs. Clar Weah with U.S. Officials

Pres. Weah and First Lady Mrs. Clar Weah with other Guests Pres. Weah and First Lady Mrs. Clar Weah with other Guests 
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Liberia Launches In Pictures Bicentennial 

Dana Banks at Bicentennial launchDana Banks at Bicentennial launch

Dana Banks Receives Traditional Gown Dana Banks Receives Traditional Gown 

Another Holds a GownAnother Holds a GownA Honoree lifts hands joyfully   A Honoree lifts hands joyfully   

Dana Banks at Bicentennial launchDana Banks at Bicentennial launch

Other Guests at the occasion Other Guests at the occasion 

A Honoree Receives Traditional GownA Honoree Receives Traditional Gown

Mass Choir Performed at the Program Mass Choir Performed at the Program 

(L-R) Monrovia Mayor Jefferson Koijee & Min. of State Nathaniel McGill(L-R) Monrovia Mayor Jefferson Koijee & Min. of State Nathaniel McGill
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Quatre membres du Congrès de la Chambre des représentants 
des États-Unis ont soumis une résolution au Congrès, appelant 
les départements d'État et du Trésor américains à imposer des 
sanctions ciblées et d'autres mesures contre les responsables 
du gouvernement Weah qui sont soupçonnés de corruption, de 
violation flagrante des droits de l'homme et d'autres actes qui 
menacent la paix et la sécurité du Libéria.

Le gouvernement des États-Unis avait déjà imposé des 
sanctions à deux sénateurs, à savoir H. Varney Sherman du 
comté de Grand Cape Mount et Prince Yormie Johnson du 
comté de Nimba, et l'ancien directeur des passeports au 
ministère des Affaires étrangères Andrew Wonploe et sa 
famille immédiate pour corruption et pots-de-vin.

Le Trésor américain a gelé les avoirs du sénateur Sherman en 
Amérique, menacé de sanctionner le sénateur PYJ pour son 
implication dans le blanchissement d’argent et vente de votes 
lors de plusieurs élections libériennes. Il a aussi interdit à M. 
Wonploe et sa famille d'entrer en Amérique pour son 
implication dans une "corruption importante". L'actuel 
ministre des Affaires étrangères De-Maxwell Kamayah ne peut 
pas se rendre aux États-Unis pour agressions sexuelles 
présumées sur une employée alors qu'il était représentant 
permanent auprès des Nations Unies à New York.

Cependant, la résolution présentée par quatre représentants 
de l'État du New Jersey devant le 117e Congrès lors de sa 2e 
session, encourage le Libéria à redoubler d'efforts pour lutter 
contre la corruption, faire avancer les causes des droits de 
l'homme et mettre en œuvre les réformes économiques 
essentielles qui sont nécessaires pour accélérer une 
croissance économique substantielle et le renforcement des 
capacités humaines.

Mais il semble que l'administration Weah ne se laisse pas 
décourager alors qu'elle s'enfonce davantage dans la 
corruption, la mauvaise gestion, le manque de transparence 
et de responsabilité et le mépris de l'État de droit.
Pour des raisons égoïstes, certains responsables du 
gouvernement pensent qu'ils sont au-dessus des lois, se 
comportant comme n'ayant aucun compte à rendre aux 
personnes qu'ils gouvernent.

C’est le lieu de rappeler aux responsables qu'ils risquent de 
faire face à la colère du gouvernement des États-Unis.
Nous pensons que les sanctions sont non seulement 
nécessaires mais stratégiques pour contrôler les 
fonctionnaires corrompus en leur rappelant que la fonction 
publique est censée servir avec transparence et 
responsabilité, et non se remplir les poches aux dépens de la 
majorité défavorisée.

La corruption ne prive pas seulement les citoyens des services 
de base, mais retarde également le développement et la 
croissance nationale, comme nous l'avons vu dans cette 
administration. Les fonctionnaires qui prennent plaisir à voler 
de l'argent public pour ériger des hôtels privés du jour au 
lendemain devraient réfléchir deux fois car leurs jours sont 
comptés, comme l'ont indiqué les membres du Congrès 
américain.

Le Libéria et les États-Unis entretiennent des liens historiques 
solides qui remontent à 200 ans depuis la formation de la 
nation ouest-africaine en 1822 et la déclaration de 
l'indépendance qui a suivi en 1847. Les États-Unis sont 
également le plus grand donateur et partenaire bilatéral du 
Libéria, donc quand il parle, le Libéria doit écouter.

Éditorial
e gouvernement du 
Libéria, le dimanche L13 février, a organisé 

un culte national d'action de 
grâce et d'intercession à la 
présidence en prélude au 
lancement officiel de la 
célébration du bicentenaire 
du pays et dans le cadre du 
retour du président Weah au 
palais le lundi 14 février.

Le culte d’action de 
grâce, organisé sous l’égide 

du Conseil des Églises du Libéria, 
a réuni des chrétiens de toutes 
d é n o m i n a t i o n s  e t  d e s  
représentants du gouvernement 
pour exprimer leur gratitude à 
Dieu pour les 200 ans d'existence 
de la nation.

Le Libéria, une nation fondée 
par des esclaves américains 
l i b é r é s  e n  1 8 4 7 ,  v e u t  
commémorer l'arrivée en 1822 
sur le Mayflowerd du premier 
navire d'esclaves libérés.

Un groupe de quatre-vingt-
huit hommes et femmes noirs 
libres a quitté New York pour 
se diriger vers la colonie 
britannique de l'époque, 
connue sous le nom de The 
Loin'sMountain (aujourd'hui la 
Sierra Leone) et a organisé en 
1822 la première immigration 
de Noirs vers l'Afrique vers 
une terre appelée le " Green 
Coast » maintenant la 

e leader politique de 
l'Alternative National LC o n g r e s s  ( A N C ) ,  

Alexander B. Cummings, s’est 
dit insatisfait de la dernière 
décision du juge Roosevelt Z. 
Willie de la Cour pénale « A » 
dans le procès en cours.

M. Cummings a indiqué que 
son équipe explore toutes les 
options disponibles et prendra 
une décision définitive sur la 
voie à suivre sous peu.

« Nous examinons toutes 

nos options et prendrons une 
décision sous peu sur la voie à 
suivre. Comme toujours, nous 
continuerons à être transparents 
et à dire la vérité sur cette affaire 
en nous basant sur les faits. Nous 
ne sommes pas découragés et 
restons déterminés à changer le 
système et à apporter un VRAI 
CHANGEMENT à notre pays au 
profit de tous les Libériens », a 
déclaré Cummings dans un 
communiqué publié le vendredi 11 
février.Le juge Willie, dans sa 

décision, a confirmé la décision 
du tribunal municipal de 
Monrov ia ,  ob l igeant  M.  
Cummings  e t  se s  deux  
lieutenants de mettre à 
disposition la copie originale du 
d o c u m e n t - c a d r e  d e  l a  
Collaboration des partis 
p o l i t i q ue s  ( CPP ) .  Pou r  
Cummings, le juge semblait 
s'appuyer sur des allégations 
non fondéeset non vérifiées de 
l'accusation.L'accusation a fait 
valoir que le document dont il 
est question existe et qu'il est 
en possession de Cummings.

Mais pour Cummings, le fait 
que le juge a affirmé que 
l'existence du document n'a pas 
été contestée est incorrecte.

Le chef de l'ANC et ses deux 
co-accusés ont fait appel 
devant le juge du tribunal 
pénal contre une décision du 
tribunal municipal de Monrovia 
qui les obligeait à mettre à 
disposition un document 
répertorié par l'accusation 
comme la principale preuve 
dans le procès pénal en cours.

La défense a soutenu à 
plusieurs reprises que ledit 
document n'existe pas et n'a 
jamais existé. Ainsi, ce qui n'a 
jamais existé ne peut jamais 
entrer en leur possession.

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

CONT’D ON PAGE 9

Se préparer à de nouvelles 
sanctions américaines

2022                              

Célébrant ces 200 ans d’existence, 
le Libéria rend grâce à Dieu

Le tribunal confirme la décision précédente, 
Cummings explore toutes les options

           TUESDAY       FEBRUARY   15
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mais aussi sur ce qui peut être 
réalisé à l'avenir.

« Permettez-moi de vous 
inviter à vous joindre à moi pour 
r e g a r d e r  a u - d e l à  d u  
bicentenaire vers un nouveau 
monde de la science et de la 
technologie, vers un nouveau 
monde de la mondialisation, 
vers un nouveau monde où la 
liberté, l'égalité, la stabilité, la 
justice, la paix et la prospérité 
sous l'État de droit sont garantis 
pour tous nos citoyens », a dit le 
président Weah.

Etant apparemment certain 
de sa victoire à l’élection 
présidentielle de 2023, le 
président Weah a également 
profité de l'occasion pour 
déballer son plan pour le 
Libéria.

Weah : « Au-delà de ce 
bicentenaire, j'envisage un 
nouveau Libéria avec des 
services sociaux de base pour 
tous, et avec des opportunités 
d'améliorer la connectivité 
routière, des programmes 
éducatifs, des soins de santé 
adéquats et la création d'une 
plate-forme nationale où tous 
les Libériens vivront en paix et 
coexisteront les uns avec les 
autres, dans une atmosphère 
propice à l'unité et à la 
réconciliation nationales.

Mais pour y parvenir, Weah a 
exhorté les  L ibér iens à  
sauvegarder la paix et la 
stabilité dont le pays jouit 
aujourd'hui.

cadre de la CPP demandé par le 
tribunal n'existe pas mais pour les 
besoins de l'argumentation, s'il 
existait, la production de preuves 
est en violation du droit 
constitutionnel de son client, 
fondant son recours sur l'article 
21(h)  de  la  Const i tut ion  
libérienne de 1986.

"La Cour suprême est l'arbitre 
final de la justice et nous 
déciderons si oui ou non, nous 
poursuivrons l'affaire jusqu'à la 
Cour suprême du Libéria. 
Cependant, je suis déterminé et 
je considère cela comme une 
question cardinale sur laquelle la 
Cour suprême du Libéria doit se 
pencher pour donner son 
opinion", a dit Me Sillah.

Prenant également la parole, 
Le procureur Généralde la 
République du Liberia, Me Sayma-
SyreniusCephus, s'est vanté que 
l'accusation mène maintenant la 
défense deux buts à zéro. Il s’est 
dit prêt et disposé à affronter les 
avocats de la défense devant la 
Cour suprême.

« Cet accusé, M. Alexander B. 
Cummings a deux choix : soit il 
avoue en audience publique, puis 
j'examine avec le tribunal sur le 
niveau du préjudice causé et 
décide de sa peine, soit il produit 
la preuve qui est la copie 
originaledu document-cadre de la 
CPP », a dit Me Céphus.

République du Libéria.
L'acteur hollywoodien 

Amos Jones et d'autres 
Américano-Libériens sont 
arrivés sur le sol du plus vieil 
Etat d’Afrique pour préparer 
le terrain pour la célébration 
du bicentenaire, qui va 
prendre un an.

Le président américain 
Joe Biden a déjà nommé une 
délégation spéciale pour 
représenter le gouvernement 
des États-Unis lors de la 
cérémonie de lancement 
officielle au complexe sportif 
Samuel KayonDoe. Plusieurs 
présidents, dont le président 
de la Sierra Leone Julius 
Maada Bio et le président 
gambien Adama Barrow, y ont 
pris part.

Dans son message du 
bicentenaire, Arch Bishop 
Isaac S. Winker de l'Isaac 
Winker Global Ministry 
D o m i n i o n  C h r i s t i a n  
Fellowship s'est concentré 
sur la réconciliation et a 
prophétisé l'espoir d'un 
Libéria meilleur. Il s'est 
également prononcé contre 
ceux qui disent du mal du 
gouvernement, affirmant 
qu'ils courent le risque de 
faire face à la colère du 
gouvernement.

En livrant son message 
spécial, le président George 
Weah a exhorté les Libériens 
à non seulement réfléchir sur 
le jalon des pères fondateurs, 

Mais dans sa décision du 10 
février 2022, le juge Willie a 
dit : « Au vu donc de la décision 
du magistrat stipendiaire 
ordonnant au requérant ou 
défendeur Alexander B. 
Cumming, de mettre à 
disposition la copie originale 
des documents-cadres de la 
CPP, qui a été signé le 19, 2020, 
dans les soixante-douze (72) 
heures est par la présente 
confirmée et affirmée. »

Selon le juge Willie, les 72 
h e u r e s  a n n o n c é e s  
commencent immédiatement 
après sa décision et se 
terminent le mardi 15 février 
2022, ordonnant ainsi au 
greffier du tribunal d'écrire au 
m a g i s t r a t  d u  t r i b u n a l  
municipal JomahJallah pour 
reprendre compétence sur 
l ' a f f a i r e  e t  a g i r  e n  
conséquence "et il est par la 
présente ainsi ordonné.

S'exprimant dans une 
interview avec un journaliste 
après la procédure sommaire 
lorsque le juge a statué, 
l'avocat principal représentant 
M. Alexander B. Cumming, le 
conseil Abraham Sillah a 
déclaré que le jugement et la 
décision du juge sont des faits 
soumis à preuve, arguant que 
l'affaire concerne un individu 
et non une organisation.

Selon lui, le document-

CommentaireCommentaireCommentaire

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. www.project-syndicate.org 

UNICH – Avec sa « taxonomie des activités 
durables » établie en 2020, l’Union Meuropéenne a trouvé un moyen d’utiliser 

la Banque centrale européenne pour orienter les 
marchés financiers en subventionnant 
directement les dépenses engagées dans des 
projets d’investissements « verts ». Les 
responsables politiques, notamment parmi les 
partis écologistes des pays germanophones, 
n’ont pas manqué pour applaudir à cette 
stratégie. Les voilà consternés d’apprendre que 
la Commission européenne, cédant aux pressions 
de la France, prévoit désormais l’intégration 
dans la taxonomie de l’énergie nucléaire.

Les Verts européens d’aujourd’hui, qui se sont 
autrefois forgés en animant le mouvement 
antinucléaire, n’auraient pu imaginer que la 
source d’énergie honnie eût un jour non 
seulement accédé à la respectabilité, mais fût 
associée à leur propre étiquette écologiste. Pire 
humiliation eût été difficile.

Mais considérer l’énergie nucléaire comme une 
forme d’énergie verte n’est pas seulement 
question d’idéologie. D’immenses sommes 
d’argent sont en jeu, car la BCE offrira aux 
banques des conditions de refinancement 
particulièrement attractives dès lors qu’elles 
utiliseront comme nantissement des obligations 
vertes européennes. La BCE a également fait 
savoir qu’elle est de plus en plus encline à 
acheter massivement des obligations vertes, 
créant de ce fait une nouvelle hiérarchie des 
taux d’intérêt au sein des marchés financiers. 
Dès lors que les objectifs d’investissements 
favorables à l’environnement bénéficient de 
taux d’intérêt de plus en plus bas, des parts 
significatives de l’épargne des Européens – 
accumulée au fil des générations – sont 
détournées d’autres secteurs de l’économie vers 
des projets classés verts.

Du point de vue d’un économiste, c’est assez 
décoiffant. Nous assistons à une réorientation 
massive du capital – le facteur de production non 
humain le plus important dans une économie de 
marché – sur un mode qui enfreint délibérément 
le principe de la neutralité de la répartition, l’un 
des axiomes fondamentaux de la théorie 
économique.

L’économie des externalités environnementales 
est simple. Si le but est d’internaliser dans le 
marché les externalités négatives – objectif 
louable –, on doit y parvenir en recourant à un 
mécanisme direct de fixation des prix, comme 
une taxe carbone ou un système d’échange des 
quotas d’émissions. En revanche, toucher au 
taux d’intérêt – c’est-à-dire au prix du capital –, 
c’est ouvrir la porte à toutes sortes de distorsions 
coûteuses dans l’allocation de ce capital, car 
celui-ci, en tant que facteur de production, y 
compris des entreprises vertes, n’entretient 
qu’une relation complémentaire très lâche avec 
la protection de l’environnement. La méthode 
européenne actuelle s’apparente donc à une 
politique non ciblée.

Le traité de Maastricht n’autorise pas la BCE à 
mener une pol it ique économique et 
environnementale ; les responsables monétaires 
sont au contraire tenus d’obtenir une 
autorisation expresse et une extension de leurs 
attributions, laquelle requiert l’assentiment 
unanime de tous les pays de l’Union en l’espèce 

2022                              

d’un amendement au traité. Une telle clause aurait 
dû garantir que le principe de neutralité de la 
répartition fût maintenu. Mais, comme il arrive si 
souvent, les responsables politiques de l’UE ont 
recouru à une habileté juridique pour éviter que le 
traité ne fût formellement modifié.

Toute inquiétude juridique et économique mise à 
part quant à la manipulation des taux d’intérêt par 
la BCE, la perspective de voir l’énergie nucléaire 
accéder à la classe écologique est une bonne 
nouvelle, par ailleurs parfaitement justifiée, si l’on 
considère que les centrales nucléaires n’émettent 
pas de CO2. Et si l’on se rapporte à l’agenda 
climatique en général, les femmes et les hommes 
politiques des partis écologistes ont commis une 
lourde erreur en diabolisant l’énergie nucléaire, ce 
qu’a compris le reste du monde.

Car la grande transition de l’énergie nucléaire vers 
les sources éoliennes ou solaires ne concerne 
finalement que l’Allemagne et quelques autres 
pays, à la suite de divers accidents ayant retenu 
l’attention des médias. On prévoit à nouveau de 
construire des centrales nucléaires, et l’on en bâtit 
aussi, dans le monde entier : cinquante-sept sont en 
cours de construction, 97 sont en projet et 325 
centrales supplémentaires sont à l’étude.

La Suède, qui fut le premier pays à envisager 
sérieusement de se passer complètement d’énergie 
nucléaire, après l’accident survenu dans la centrale 
de Three Mile Island, à Harrisburg, en Pennsylvanie, 
a maintenu en service presque toutes ses centrales, 
et a depuis longtemps renoncé à sortir du nucléaire. 
De même, le Japon, malgré l’accident de 
Fukushima, en 2011, donne à nouveau la priorité à 
l’énergie nucléaire, après un examen de sécurité et 
la modernisation de ses centrales.

Plus prometteuses encore sont les recherches en 
cours sur de nouveaux types de centrales 
fonctionnant au thorium ou permettant d’éviter le 
problème du stockage des déchets grâce à des 
assemblages de combustibles issus de combustibles 
usés. Ces nouveaux réacteurs sont intrinsèquement 
plus sûrs que ceux des anciennes centrales.

Dans le contexte mondial du XXIe siècle, 
l’Allemagne est ainsi devenue le conducteur en sens 
inverse sur l’Autobahn. Il n’est guère étonnant que 
les Verts soient divisés. La plupart d’entre eux n’ont 
toujours pas digéré la pilule radioactive, mais 
certains des membres du parti écologiste, les plus 
avisés, se réjouissent secrètement que l’énergie 
nucléaire, qui n’émet pas de CO2, constitue une 
solution de remplacement, disponible et bon 
marché, aux énergies fossiles. Avec sa production 
ajustable, l’énergie nucléaire est indispensable 
pour gérer les périodes où un défaut persistant 
d’ensoleillement ou de vent menace la continuité de 
l’alimentation en électricité. Et le lus drôle, c’est 
que les Verts allemands peuvent sauver la face en se 
contentant de rejeter la responsabilité de cette 
évolution sur les Français.

Traduit de l’anglais par François Boisivon

Hans-Werner Sinn, professeur émérite d’économie à 
l’université de Munich, ancien président de l’Institut 
ifo de Munich, est membre du conseil économique 
du ministère allemand de l’économie, et l’auteur 
notamment de The Euro Trap: On Bursting Bubbles, 
Budgets, and Beliefs (Oxford University Press, 2014 – 
non traduit).

L’énergie nucléaire verte

Par Hans-Werner Sinn
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Célébrant ces 200 ans d’existence, 

Le tribunal confirme la décision précédente, 
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eople with epilepsy face many challenges 
in low-resource countries such as Liberia, Pwhere the disease often remains 

undiagnosed, untreated and misunderstood.
 
Epilepsy is a chronic disease of the brain 

characterized by recurrent seizures, which can 
vary from brief involuntary movements to severe 
convulsions. Seizures can be debilitating and 
dangerous for the person experiencing them and 
troubling to those around them. Without a medical 
diagnosis, families often turn to traditional or 
religious healers in search of a cure.

 
AmuchinNango was nine years old when he 

suffered a head injury in a bicycle accident and 
began experiencing seizures, falling to the ground, 
jerking uncontrollably, even biting his tongue.

 
“His family got so confused and did not know 

what to do,” explains Abraham Kollie, a 
psychosocial worker with Doctors Without 

Borders/Médecins Sans Frontères (MSF) in Liberia. 
“At some point the family believed it was spiritual, 
like witchcraft. He was taken to so many 
traditional healers in Liberia and Sierra Leone, but 
the treatments could not yield any good 
response.”

 
At school, Nango suffered repeated seizures, 

and some of his classmates made it clear they did 
not want him there, perhaps thinking it was a 
contagious disease.

 
“Even the principal had problems with it,” 

Nango recalls. “I told my mother, no need for me to 
attend there.”

 
It was only in January 2018—eight years after his 

symptoms started—that Nango found the help he 
needed. Months earlier, MSF had begun providing 
epilepsy and mental health treatment in 
collaboration with local health facilities in 

Monrovia and other areas of Montserrado County.  
Nango’s family learned about these services at a 
community meeting organized by MSF. Soon, he came 
with his family to Pipeline Health Center in Paynesville, 
where he was screened by a mental health clinician and 
eventually diagnosed with epilepsy.

 
A neglected crisis
 
Epilepsy is the world’s most common chronic 

neurological disorder, affecting an estimated 50 million 
people, according to the World Health Organization. It 
may have a variety of causes, including complications 
during childbirth or infections that affect the brain, and 
sometimes the cause cannot be determined.

 
“Around 80 percent of people with epilepsy live in 

low- and middle-income countries, and almost three-
quarters of them do not receive the treatment they 
need,” explains Léonard Nfor, a neurologist who 
recently completed an MSF assignment in Liberia. “In 
Africa the prevalence of this disease is very high and 

qualified personnel are lacking. We must therefore find 
a system where epilepsy can be treated despite the 
absence of specialists in the disease.”

 
In Liberia, MSF partnered with the Ministry of Health 

in Montserrado County to train and supervise mental 
health clinicians at five health centers. The clinicians 
diagnose and treat epilepsy and psychiatric disorders 
with guidance from specialized MSF staff such as Nfor.

 
Medications play a key role in controlling symptoms 

such as epileptic seizures, while counseling also helps 
patients understand how to manage their condition. 
Psychosocial workers and community health volunteers 
spread the word that treatment is available, and they 
work with families and communities to reduce the social 
stigma that many patients experience.

 
The effort has grown since 2017 and now provides 

treatment to more than 1,200 patients with epilepsy 
and nearly 600 patients with psychiatric disorders.

 

Focusing on inclusion
 
Nango’s experience of dropping out of school is 

far from unique. More than half of MSF’s epilepsy 
patients are school-age children, yet a majority are 
not attending school. Social stigma is the primary 
reason why about 10 percent of these children 
dropped out, MSF has found, while other reasons 
include financial hardships or poor health.

 
After Nango was on treatment for epilepsy, it 

still took a concerted effort to enable him to return 
to school.

 
“Our psychosocial team continues to work with 

Mr. Nango and his family through home visits, phone 
calls, and the provision of psychoeducation at his 
school,” Kollie says. “After an intensive awareness 
raising on epilepsy with students and 
administrative staff, Mr. Nango was finally 
accepted back in school.”

 

Two years ago, Nango graduated from high 
school, and he is now proudly working as a junior 
high school teacher. He spreads the word that 
epilepsy treatment is available and has encouraged 
other people with seizures to seek care. His own 
symptoms are well controlled by medication.

 
This International Epilepsy Day, February 14, 

2022, MSF psychosocial workers are visiting health 
centers and schools in Montserrado County to 
further raise awareness. Their T-shirts carry a clear 
message meant to reduce the stigma that Nango 
and many other patients have experienced. They 
say: “Epilepsy is not contagious.”
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resident George 
Manneh Weah has Pcalled on citizens 

home and abroad to fight 
against discrimination, 
intolerance, impatience, 
hatred and malice, noting 
that these are the negative 
vices that distract Liberians’ 
higher purpose of oneness.

At the official launch of 
Liberia’s Bicentennial in 
Paynesville Monday, 14 
February 2022, President 
Weah said because there is so 
much more that unites 
Liberians than that which 
may tend to divide them, 
they must celebrate the 
complexity of their rich 
diversity, live in peace, unity 
and harmony as their  
b rother’s  and  s i s ter’s  
keepers.

“Because there is so much 
more that unites us than that 
which may tend to divide us, 
l e t  u s  c e l eb ra te  t he  
complexity of our rich 
diversity and live in peace, 
unity and harmony as our 
brother’s and sister’s keeper 
,” he said.

Current and past Liberian 
officials including former 
President Ellen Johnson - 
Sirleaf, foreign guests 
including U.S. delegations, 
members of the Consular and 
Diplomatic Corps to Liberia, 
among others, attended the 
program held at the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex 
in Paynesville, Montserrado 
County.

T h e  y e a r  -  l o n g  
Bicentennial was kicked off 
on 7 January this year at the 
Historic Providence Island 
that lies between Monrovia 
and Bushrod where the first 

batch of freed black slaves from 
the United States landed in 1822 
following a rough journey.

President Weah used the 
Bicentennial official launch to 
rally all Liberians to do all they 
can to keep the country safe for 
themselves and for foreign 
residents and visitors, no matter 
what differences exist among 
the citizenry.

“Whatever our differences, 

we are Liberians first. As Liberia 
is the only country that we have, 
we must do all in our powers to 
keep it safe,” he said Monday.

Mr. Weah pleaded with 
Liberians to think beyond the 
b i c e n t e n n i a l  a b o u t  t h e  
generation that will succeed 
them as they embark upon a 
journey for the next 200 years.

He said Liberians should think 
about how they can pave the way 
so that the future can be brighter 
and to enhance growth and 
development for posterity and 

create greater opportunities 
for them as well.

Beyond the bicentennial 
celebration, he challenged 
Liberians to think about those 
things that they can do to 
ensure that the country is 
better placed when they 
leave, than they met it.

He suggested that the 
answer to this question must 
include, but not limited to 

addressing Climate Change by 
joining the rest of the world to 
save the planet, and to fix the 
problem of rural - urban 
migration because Monrovia is 
already overcrowded.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
overcrowding of Monrovia has 
led to the lack of adequate 
housing, sanitation, health 
and educational facilities, 
among others.

2022                              

he Government of 
the United States Treiterates call to the 

Government of Liberia to 
fight corruption that is 
unde rm in i n g  L i be r i a ’s  
development and growth.

President Joe Biden’s Special 
A s s i s t a n t  t o  L i b e r i a ’ s  
Bicentennial launch Dana Banks, 
says corruption is an act of 
robbery, as it robs Liberians of 
access to health care, public 
safety and education.

Making remarks Monday, 

February 14, 2022 at the 
off ic ia l  launch of  the 
Bicentennial inside the 
Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports 
Complex in Paynesvil le 
outside Monrovia, Mrs Banks 
continued that corruption 
robs Liberia of the healthy 
business environment it could 
have to lift countless Liberians 
out of poverty. 

She says the expectation, 
sometimes, is that the United 
States and the rest of the 
international community will 
step in to solve Liberia’s long-
term problems. 

“So let me be clear. The 
United States is a proud and 
dedicated partner and friend 
of Liberia. But ultimately, only 
the Liberian Government and 
the Liberian people can tackle 
c o r r u p t i o n ,  f i g h t  f o r  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
transparency, and move this 
country forward.” 

She notes that Liberia has a 
host of anti-corruption 
institutions, but while they 
are nominally and legally 

independent, the truth is the 
g o v e r n m e n t  f a i l s  t o  
adequately fund them and 
exert influence upon them. 

“Too many of Liberia’s 
leaders have chosen their own 
personal short-term gain over 
the long-term benefit of their 
country”, the U.S. President’s 
Special Assistant explains. 

She furthers that corruption 
s u b v e r t s  e c o n o m i c  
opportunity, exacerbates 
inequa l i ty,  and  erodes  
integrity, as well as eats away 
at the democracy the country 
has worked so hard to build. 

Re c e n t l y,  F o u r  U . S .  
Congres s iona l  members  
submitted a resolution before 
Congress, calling on the U.S. 
Departments of State and 
Treasury to issue targeted 
sanctions and other measures 
against officials in the Weah 
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a r e  
responsible for undermining 
the rule of law and the faith 
and trust of the Liberian 
people thru corruption, gross 
violation of human rights and 
other acts that threaten 
Liberia’s peace and security.

The United States had 
already imposed sanctions on 
Senators H. Varney Sherman of 
Grand Cape Mount county, 
Prince Yormie Johnson of 
Nimba county, and former 
director of passport at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Andrew Wonploe and his 
i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  f o r  
corruption and bribery. 

However, Mrs Bank, who is 
representing U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations, Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield to Liberia, 
assures that America will 
continue its strong and unique 
partnership in taking on all 
challenges like climate change 
and the global COVID-19 
pandemic.

She recalls that President 
Biden has often said, this is a 
unique moment in history, 
when the community of 
democracies should seriously 
ask themselves whether they 
are delivering the blessings of 
liberty and prosperity to their 
people. 

She underscores that like 
many democracies, Liberia 
still has work to do to seriously 
a d d r e s s  a n d  r o o t  o u t  
corruption, adding “We bring 
this up as your friends who are 
eager to help.” 

Turning to the Bicentennial, 
she says the celebration marks 
the 200th anniversary of free 
Black men, women, and 

children from the United States 
arriving on Providence Island in 
1822. 

“They were leaving a country 
that legalized slavery. They 
were sponsored, in part, by the 
American Colonization Society, 
a racist project – supported even 
by the Great Emancipator 
himself, President Abraham 
Lincoln – with the goal of 
removing free Black people from 
America”, she notes. 

She continues that it was a 
hard journey, and an even 
harder life for those who arrived 
here, adding, “But we know why 
they made the journey. As it says 
upon your coat of arms, “the 
love of liberty brought us here.” 

Ms Banks says when she thinks 
about what it must have felt like 
for those first free slaves 
arriving to establish Monrovia – 
feelings of apprehension, 
nervousness, excitement, 
returning to a home they’d 
never known –  she can’t help 
but reflect on the deep, strong, 
historical ties between the 
United States and Liberia – “the 
very ties we are here today to 
r e f l e c t  u p o n  a n d  
commemorate.”

 She recalls that under 
President Abraham Lincoln, the 
United States recognized Liberia 
as a sovereign nation in 1862, 
sending a diplomat to Monrovia 
in what would be its only direct 
diplomatic relationship with an 
African nation for the next 
several decades. 

She says 160 years later, 
Pres ident B iden remains  
committed to the U.S.-Liberian 
relationship, despite troubling 
events elsewhere in the world, 
by sending a delegation on his 
behalf to demonstrate the 
unique bond that the United 
States shares with the founding 
of Liberia.

“Today, on President Biden’s 
behalf, we have presented 
President Weah with a framed 
archival copy of the 1861 Act 
recognizing Liberia as a 
sovereign nation.” 

She observes that Liberia is a 
country where the sense of 
purpose to succeed is tangible, 
noting that from finding the 
strength and grace to leave 
behind nearly a decade and a 
half of civil war, to making 
history by electing the first 
female head of state not just for 
Liberia, but in all of Africa, 
Madam Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
saying “A milestone, I might 
add, we have yet to achieve in 
my own country.” 

Fight discrimination, hatred

Only you can do it for yourself
 By Jonathan Browne
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States landed here in 1822, 
marking the foundation of a 
country new called Liberia.

During the program, Liberians 
from all walks of life displayed 
their cultural heritage through 
dances, food and clothing which 
attracted deep admiration from 
foreign guests at the program.

Thousands of Liberians and 
other foreign diplomats 
coveraged at the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex to 
celebrate the Nat ional  
Bicentennial launch which 
marks Liberia’s 200 years of 
existence as a country.

The first batch of freed 
black slaves from the United 
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ormer Pres ident 
El len Johnson -  FSirleaf has cautioned 

the Government of Liberia 
and Liberians in general to 
use the National Bicentennial 
celebration to sit and reflect 
on the journey and history of 
Liberia in order to ensure 
that they are not left behind 
in terms of development and 
opportunities.

Making a special remark 
Monday, 14 February 2022 at 
the Samuel Kanyon Doe 

Sports complex in Paynesville 
during the official lunch of the 
National Bicentennial, Mrs. 
Johnson - Sirleaf said if Liberians 
can sit and reflect, she believes 
it will help the country on the 
path of inclusive development 
and unity.

“If we can sit and reflect, I 
think we can find our way to see 
how we might ensure that we are 
not left behind. The path of … 
joyful celebration of the next 
few days are over, we will have 
an opportunity as a nation with 
groups of all persuading - 
executive, political, business, 

religion, young men and 
women, to sit and deeply 
reflect on the state of our 
nation, and historical journey 
and our bright future’,’ Mrs. 
Johnson - Sirleaf noted.

According to the first 
female African President, 
reflecting on the country’s 
history and its progress will 
strengthen its capacity as a 
country and people to do 
more in every sector.

“It’s often said that 
historically, Liberia has been 
short changed by the United 
States of America, but we also 
recognize that in the many 
years of our journey of 
success and tragedy,” she 
said, referring to Liberia’s 
historical ally.She continued 
that the United States has 
been a partner of Liberia for 
too long, saying Liberians 
want to recognize that the 
partnership has provided 
them the opportunity for 
development.

CONT’D ON PAGE 10CONT’D ON PAGE 11

0886484201 
0777007529 

Email: info@thenewdawnliberia.com P.O. Box 1266 UN Drive & Center Street 
Opposite NIC, Monrovia, Liberia Website: www.thenewdawnliberia.com

NewDawn
The

TRULY INDEPENDENT

PRESSPRESS
WE DO GENERAL PRINTING SERVICES:WE DO GENERAL PRINTING SERVICES:

Newspapers Magazines Flyers Posters 

Calendars  Brochures Letterhead 

Receipts Invoices Souvenirs etc...

& & 
OFFSET OFFSET Printing 
DIGITAL DIGITAL 

“Ensure that we are not left behind”
-Former President Sirleaf urges government

By Lincoln G. Peters

Former Pres. Sirleaf at Launch of BicentennialFormer Pres. Sirleaf at Launch of Bicentennial
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